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GOD Bz MERCIFUL UNTO US AND'BLESS US, AND
CAUSE HIS FAEER TO SHINE UPON US; THAT THT

WAY MAY BE-.EKNOWN ON EARTHs ANR THY SAVa
1+ ING HMEALTH AMONG ALL NATIONS. |
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IT was after fome happy change in_ the national ftate of
the Jews, that this pfalm was compofed, ™ The defign of
it was, to acknowledge God’s m'en:( in the deliverance
ranied them from late dangers and calamitigs, and to folicig
the continuance of thofa gracious fmiles under which they
now rcjoiced. A reafon, why the Plalmilt praved for tae
profperity of his own nation, was that God's (alvation
might be known amnong &/ natiops.

We will contemplate thofe circumftapnces, which are
moft effential to national profperity "and happinefs : Aud
thén fhew, that a regard to other nations thould be a
governing principle in our prayers for the happincis of ous
own., |

1. We will, firt, cenfider that national happincfs,

which is exprefled by God’s blefling us, and caufing hig
face to fhine upon us, o ]

WaeN we fpeak of happinefs in this warld, we muft
enderftand it with its pecgﬁary qualifications,

THERE can be no complete happinels below the ikies.
‘The world does not acmit of it, nor are mortals capu-
ble of enjoying it.  Our natural weaknclles and patlions
as well as our vices and tollics, render a tate of foci-
ety neieflary to our tolerable fubliltance ; and, at the
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fame time, render our happinefs in this flate very im-
pestect. .?l'herg are. evils which afxﬁ:gfrgm the patural
soperfe@ion of foeietyr » To shefe'! we' {hbmit; “that we

may avaid the greater evils of folitude.

-y Yy
R Y

One half of the miferies of life refult from our unrea-
fonable expeQatiops, - We wiew the wiokl® in a {alfe light,
aad demand from it better and greater things han it has_t
bettaw.  Hence, being deceived and thriihed, ‘w8 betomy
efcontented and cavious.  Let us bAin s dawn onr viehsto
the tandard of natwre, and, withihef® diews, a2 wél the
past afligned us indife i - Then wilPthe -warkd :neves deceive
us 3 and never {hall we feel the tortures of difcontent in

contemplating our own conditiqn, or of envy 1n contem-
platiog that of our neighborss™ ™~

Tuy {ame modesate and rational views ave peceffary.td
®& peace and happinefs of 2 community. If tmen entet
mto fociety, with expe@ations of a'flate of public prof~
perity, which it i§ beyond the powef - of the world 10 give,
ot the capacity of martals to receive, they will fdoh feéi‘
themfeives difappointed ; and, blind 1o the real caufg,’ thtéy‘
will grow reftlefs and impatient, imputing to the wicked.
wefs or mifcondud@ of others the edilk which naturally reas
fult from human imperfeftion, and which are anificially’
encreafed by their qwn delufive fancy..  1f we would enjoy
fhe real bencfits of fociety, we muft ‘confider it as conljit-
mg of men, like ourfclves, weak, imipetfet and mortal 5
and adjuft our expe}ations to the nature and condition of
things ; mend whete we can, and bare what cannot be
altesed. | -

"3, The Srit thing neceffary tq fationdl happinefs ' is.
Freedom and Independence. o ' |

. A prorLs under the domination. of a power out -of
themfclves—of any power over which they have no check.
or controul, are always liable to oppreflion, and never cf-
cape it long.  No being, below the heavens, is worthy to
be trufted with abfolute, irrefponfible authority.  Such au-
thority, in the hands of vain man, will foon be pervcrte_d.»
to the mifery of thofe unfostunate mortals over whom 1t
is cxercifed. It s thie interelt of the tyrant to increafe the

| burthen
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tiithen of Nis flaves, that he may ehrich himfelf an# his
favorites ; and it will be his policy to keep them low and
uninformed, left they fhould know their opprefions and
foek redrefs. An attempt in government to obftru& the
channels of public information, will always awaken the
jealoufy of a free and virmous people. B

~o. THat a people may be happy, their government
mufk be good. | " ‘ %

Tz ends of povernment are defenfe againft foreigh
injury, and the prevention or redrefls of private wrongs.—
That governinent only can be called good, which is adapted
to accomnpliih thefe cnds.—~It muft on the one hand, have
fo much energy, as to prote& the individual in his perfonal
rights, preferve internal tranquility, and colle@ the ftrength
of all in the common defenfe : And it muft, on the other
hand, have fo much liberality, as to referve and fecure 18
private citizens the full exercife of all that natural liberiy
which is confiftent with thofe objeéls. A government

framed ard tempered in this manner, is calculated for gene-
gal happinefs. .

- Tae fame boundary between the powers of governs
ment, and the liberties ot the people cannot be fixed fot
all nations, nor for the fame nation at all times. As g4
fmall and free people grow more numerous, wealthy, com-
mercial and refined § their government will, of courfe, be
come more complex ana will gradually aflime a greater
portion of the common liberties. To expedt, in a flate of
civil rehnement,” all the freedom of native [implicity, is 19
combine, in imagination, things which are incompatible in
pature.  The favages of the wilderndfs have little proper-
ty and lefs commerce. They are firangers to luxury and
avarice, know but few wants, and feel but few temptations
to injure ome another.  Thcy live upon the c\?ce, colle&
ornaments from the fhells on the thore, flake their thirft at
the fiream, find a bed on the turf, and enjoy a fhelter
under the ozk.  Government with them is fimple.  Thei¢
natural liborty is liable 1o hittle reftraint.  They need but

bew laws to direét their condu@®, and but few penalties to
enforce their laws,
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~ In civilized and tefined nations the café is widely differs
ent. Separatc interelts awakzn various paflions, and urge
to various pusfuits. Induftry and enterprize introduce
wealth ; this -affords the means of luxury ; and luxury
creates new wanis ; thelfe prompt to corhmerce, and to
intercourfe and connegion with different mations. Hence
arifes the neceflity of numerous laws with penal fan&ions
to enforce thern. . Confequently men’s natural liberties are
fubjeQted to greater reftraints for the more effe@ual fecurity
of their perfons and properties, In this ftare of govern.
ment there muit exift a varicty of offices.  Thefe raife.ex-
pecta‘‘on, and give play to ambitten. Hence competié
tions among private citizens for places of power, and often
bold ftrides toward defpotifm by thofe alteady i power.—
Therefore that a people, may be, and continue to be free,
fafe and happy, they mult act well their parts in their pri-
vate {tations, and commit the adminiftration of their public
affairs 10 men, whofe virtues aud abilities entitle them tg
confidence. While they avoid a capricious jealoufy, they
mult exercifc a prudent vigilance, infpe& the condu&@ of
their {ervants, and transfer to better hands the truft which
they find to be abufed. They muft diflain to become. the
dupes of party defign and political intrigue ; and fpurn,
with honeft indignation, exvery attempt to corrupt their in.
tegrity and bias their freedom in the public eletions.

2. A M1LD and prudent adminiftration of government is
neceflary to national happinels. .

T truc obje& of legiflation is, not the exclufive emole
ument of particular perfons ; but the general happinefs of
the community,  Small inconveniencies had better remain,
than the dignity of legiflation be degraded for theit removal.
Yrivolous laws bring government into contempt. Laws
necdlefsly multinlied, and frequently changed, make duty
unceriain agd dithcult to be known, and render goverue
ment troublefome and hatd to be obeyed. New laws ¢reate
new obligations, generale new crimes, and increafe the
danger of punifhment.  Artifici.} ¢rimes are eafily com.
mitted, beraufe confcicnce and habit have placed no guard
aeainit them.  The frequent commifiion of fuch crimes
facititates the commiflion of reai cues 3 apd thus vitiates the

public
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Sublic manners, and diminifhies the energy and refpectabi-
Fity of government.

- PuvisuMeNnTs arz defigned; not to take revenge for an
offenfe, but to reclaim the offender and deter others from .
tranfgrefion. The efficacy of punithments to prevent
crimes depends more on their certain execution, thah onm
their extreme feverity. The hope of impunity will ufually
be in:fome proportion to the feverity of the punifhment
threatened : for rhis will intereft humaznity on the fide of
the offender, either to prevent a profecution, or procure an
acquittal. A moderate punifhiment is more certain in its
axecution ; and it is certainty that carries terror.
" PunisuMents, which, by ftigmatizing or mutilgtin§
the body, c~nfign the fufferer to perpetual infamy, fhoul
hever be admitted.  They are as contrary to true policy, as
they are to humanity and religion. We fhould always aim
to reclaim an offecnder : but it we would reclaim him, we
inuft not make him defperate.
- WaetTHER capital punifhments ought, in any cafe, to
be inflicted on thofe, whom we have in our power, is a
queftion, which, if the fafety of the ftate will permit,
humanity will choofe to decide in the negative. To fhor-
ten the important term of human probatien js, perhaps,
190 bold an affumption of God’s awful prerogative, except
where he himfelf has exprefsly given the warrant. If a
milder punifiment is compatible with general fecurity, it
ought to be preferred. We lock back, with horror, on
fome parts of the judicial fyftem, which exifted before the
tevolution ; and we abominate the prefent fanguinary fyf-
tem in Ergland. It is hoped that our experience will juf-
tify an increafing moderation.

THERE is, perhaps, nothing which fo weakens governa
ment, as the feverity, and fo corrupts the ma~ners, as the
frequency of public punithments.

3 A
B
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A pzorrt cannot be virtuaus, while cheir condu& ig
embarrafled with numerous and uncertain laws, and thei¢

perfons and properties endangered by a thoufand wanton
penalties.

" 4. Peace is 3n important circumflance in national fe-
ficity,

 InTeRNAL Peage is the firength of 3 people, znd theip
Efﬂfccurity again& fareign invafion, This 15 neceflary ta
the improvement of arts, the culture of virtue, the diffu-
fion of knowledge, and the increafe of national wealth..—
A fvaall people united are powerful and refpe@able, A
great nation, divided into confhéing fa&tions, foon become
defenfelefs and contemptible.  Divifions, in government,
and infurre@ions amonyg the citigens, are ill boding fymp-
toms. They indicate a diftempered ftate of the body, and
tend to diffolution. | ,

" Peace with neighboring nations is.always to be defired,
A p ople cannot be happy in a ftate of war. This is one
of the greatelt calamiues iacident to. natigns. It waftes
fheir fublance, confumes their youth, defolates their ficlds,
corrupts their morals, and fpreads diftre(s wherever it marks
its progrefs. B

A w1sk people will ftudy to avoid the occafions of war ;
they will be cautious, that they offer to their neighbors no
xeal injuries, and that they refent not, in too high a tone,
the injuries which they receive. At the {ame tim: they
will difcover fpirit to feel av unprovoked. outrage, and firme
ne(s to fupport their natiopal dignity.

No nation, perhaps, enjoys a fituation more favorable tp
peace, than ours. We poffefs a fertife and extenfive ter~
titory, produdive of the various fupplies of human want.
Hufbandry, and ihe arts fubfervient to it, are our principal
obje®, "1'he moft ufeful manufatures are purfued to ad-
vautage. We have ro diftant colonies to defend ; and no

powerful
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gowerful tnemy on our centinent to fear. A wide ocehis
divides us from the proud and contentious nations of Eos
rope. Our commerce, conlifting chiefly in folid articles of
human fubfiftance, is fo important to moft of thofe nations,
that it will be an objt&@ of their attention. If we ‘mect
with injuries, too ‘Exe'at t4 be borne, we may, without the
danger ‘atiending hoftile reprifals, probably obtain redrefs
by a fufpenfion of trade. This is always a juft and inoffens
five meafure, It is the uncontroverted right of every indee
pendent people.  No commeicial regulation will be urged
as a ground of war, unlefs a war wag previoufly meditated,
and a pretext infidioufly fought, T

5. IncrEasivg POPULATION is among thé citcuine
ftances of national profjerity. BRI

-~ Tue prophet, deferibing the happy ftate of the Jews
dfter their return from Babylon, fays, * God will i'n_crcifc':
them with men, like a‘Bock, and their wafte cities thall bé
filled with flocks of men.” And, befides their natural in-
creafe, it was promifed, that there fhould be large accef-
fions from other nations, who, allured by the goodngfs of
their land, the freedom of their zovernment, and the excel-
lency of their relipivn, fHould fondly feek a cornexion with
them. ~** Many people fhall come and feek the Lord ‘in
Jerulelem, and from all languages fhall men take ho‘l‘d‘ ¢f
the fkirts of him rhat-is a Jew, faying, We will go with
you, for we have heard, that God is with you."= o

Tue bappy increafe of a people depends much on the
healthfulnefs ot their climate, the extent of their counisy
the fertility of their foil, their geneéral induftry, the fa’cﬂif'ty
of acquiring property, exiernal peace, internal order, tole-
ration :n religion, a good civil conftitution, and a wife ad-
miniftration of governmicnt.  The fingulir concurrence of

| - thifs
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® This paffage, though literally doferittive of the fate of the Fews,
afterthen refloration to their onm land 5 donbtlefs has a prophetis aferis
o the frate of the Chedfteas chuichn forie Slortous pertod et Tatuie
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thefe circumftances ftrongly favors the pepulation of our
Ceuatry, :

~ A rRAPID increafe, however, by the acceflion of foreign.
ers, may be attended with fome danger. [t may introduce
too great a diverfity of interes, manners and habits, and
may thus caufe partics amonyg the people, corruptions in
government, and degeneracy of morals; and may eventu-
ally fubje& the country to a foreign influence. In pre.
fcribing the qualifications, on which foreigners fhall be ad-
mitted to the privileges of natural citizens, the greatelt
¢are fhould be taken to guard againft thefe evils.

6. GENERAL Plenty is an important circumftance in na.
tional happinefs. - Vo .

Tais is one of the blefﬁn%s requefied in this plajm—
¢ Let the people praife thee, O God.—Then thall the earth
yield her increaie ; and God, even our own God fhall blefs
us.” - - '

_TuE wealth, which our Plalmift thought defireable, and
which he confidered as the fruit’of'God s favor, was not
the plunder and booty of war—nat the ravages and fpoils of

onqueft—not the influx of unbounded commerce-——not the
Eud' en accutnulation of property in the haads of a few, ef-
fe€ed by artful fchemes of fpeculation, to the injury of
many ; but it was the rich produce of the earth, under the
hands of honelt induftry, and the {miles of a bountiful fky.

CoMMERCE i, indeed, ufcful, and in fome degree ne-
ceflary 10 civilized and r¢fined nations.  “This brings many
conveniences, which cannot otherwife be obtained. [t
cuntributes to the increafe of knowledge and the improves
mrent of arts.  It-humanizes the manners, gives {pirit to
indutry, and a fpring to enterpnize.  But when it becomes
the priacipal obje&, st is dangerous to a people.  Carricd
1o excefls, it fupplants wore veceflary occupations. It
raifes fome to opulence, but depreifles the many. It intro-

fliiow



[13]
—r

uces 2 difparity of condition inconfiftent with general libe
erty. It tends to luxury and corruption of manners.

THAT kind of wealth, which ariles from the culture of
the earth, 15 the moft valuable. This is immediately ad-
gpted to humap ufe, affords neceflary fupplies for every
member of f{ociety, prompts to general indultry, yields the
feweft temptations to vice, and is, in a competent degree,
attainable by men of all conditions.

A pxoPLE, who purfue their own happinefs, will prin-
cipally encourage this, the firt employment of men, and
thofe arts which are iinmediately conne&ed with it. Thig
gives them an independence of other natiens, and brings
qthers to a dependernice on them.  The Almighty promifed
to the Jews, that, when, for their obedience, he Kxouid blefg
them in their flocks and herds, in the fruit of their ground
and in all the work of their hands, then ¢ they fhould le
t0 many nations, apd fhould not borrow ; fhould be above
enly, and not bencath.

7. AnOTHER privilege neceflary to the felicity of a peo.
ple is the gofpel revelation ; for this affords the meaus of
religion ; and on religion depends national, as well as pere
fonal, happinefs. |

WE are not to expe@ the miraculous interpofitions of
heaven for individudls, or communities. God governs the
world by fuch general and fteady laws, as mark for all the
feveral departmente of their duty, and encourage their dili-
gence in the parts refpe&ively afligned them.  There is aa
gitablithed connexicn between virtue and happinels ; and
between vice and mifegy : and this connexion is as appa.
fent in public bodics, as in private members.

~ Thux benevolent Ruler of the univerte, delights in the
happinefs of his {ubjects. I i fends his judgments among
thsm, it is in confequence of their tniquitics, and in ordeg
tg their amendment. '
| - ] Wirnour
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Wirnour virtae, ‘national liberty cannbt be rnaintained,
A corrupt and degenfrate nation, by the torce of a. abfolute
tyranny, to which they have long been accuftomed, and
wnder which their fpirits are broken, may be held in a ftate
of union. But a people poffefling a free fpirit, and enjoy-
ing 2 government of their own, cannot long continue 1n &
ftate of iaternal peace and liberty, without a good degree
of public virtue.  In their cale virtue mdt do that, which
$arce docs in the cafe of flaves. -

Axr the focial virtues are founded in piety to God 5 ina
beliet of his providence, a fear of his judgment, and a con
fidence in his goodnefs ard power, -

- Revroion infpires men with love to one another, to
their country, and to the world. [t teaches them mutual
joftice, fidelity and condefcention. It reftrains them from
eppreflion and fraud 5 carbs their ambition and avarice ;
corre€ls their paffions and fweetens théir fpirits.  Influen-
ced by religious principles, they will fet thofe to be rulers
over them, who are men of truth and integrity, fearing
God, and hating covetoufnefs ; and rulers o% this defcrip-

tion, will be a terror to evil doers, and 2 praife to them
who do well. - |

Ir piety and virtue generally prevail, a people will foon
5fe 1o dignity and importance ; 1f they are extinguifhed,
flavery and mifery mult enfue.

W are to confider the cnjoyment of divine revelation,
ss-onr higheft privilege.  This, while it marks the way 19
eteenal glery in the heavenly world, explains and inculcates$
the virtues, on which depend the happinefs and fafety of
navons on carily, It gives us exalted ideas of the Supreme
Being, and enlarged conceptions of his government, It
inftrudls vs in the duties, which we owe to one another,
and urges them by motives of the molt folemn importance,
It has inftituted thofe ordinances of focial worthip, which
aiz wilcly adepted to promote knewledge and virtue, to

unite
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gnite the members of fociety in fentiment and affe@ion, ta
make every man ufeful in his {tation here, and prepare him

.

for a higher and happicr ftation hereafter.

THE bleflings, which haye been enumerated; as neceffa.
ry to national prof?qu(jty, are thofe with which a gracious
Providence has diftinguithed our happy.lot.

W have a government of our own framing—faunded in
principles of liberty —adminiftered by men of our choice-—
and adapted io promote the happinefs of all clafles of citi-
zens.  Moft other nations are under a government impofed
by force, or palmed by artifice; continued by craft ar pow.
¢5, and exercifed with partiality and tyranny.

We arg in a flate of internal tranquillity. This has,
indeed, by the folly of fome misguided citizens, fuffered &
momentary interruption, in an extreme part of the nation §
but it is now happily reftored.  And, doubtlefs, the well
chofén terror, which foon compelleda fubmiflion, will be
followed with a well timed lenity, which may conciliate
lafting affe@ion.  If we look around, we fee many nations
in a ftate widely different from curs; either diftracted with
inteftine divifions, or ftruggling for emancipation from flas
very, or fainting in the arduous and unequal confli®, or

fuffering, or likely foon to fuffer the convullions of a gene-
xal revolution.

WE alfo —fave that fome favage tribes have molefted our
infant fettlements,~~now enjoy peace with all the nations
of the world ; while more than half of Europe are involved
in the horrors of war, and are drawing forth their ftzength
for mutual deftruétion. Our numbers, by internal popu-
lation, and the acceflion of ftrangers, are rapidly increaf-
ing ; while the nations of Europe are declining by the con-
fumption of war, 2nd the drain of continual emigrations.

THouGu, in the feafon paft, the harvelt in fome parts
fuffered a fznfible diminution, yet we enjoy a competence of
all
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all the neceffaries of life ; and of many of them we have g
furplus, from which we can, in a meafure, anfwer the
unufual foreign demand. ‘

* W are favored with the pure, uncqrrupted revelation of
the gofpel, and with the free, uncontrbuled exercife of re-
ligion ; while a great part of our fellow micn, are benighted
in igr.orance, blinded by fuperftition, or enflaved to a tyrane
hical hieraichy.

WHEN we contemplate the difference between our own
flate, and that of other nations, our hearts fhould glowr
with gratitude to God who has made us to differ—fhould be
filled with folicitude to enfure the continuance, by a wife
improvement, of owur privileges—(hould melt into compaf-
fion for the wretchednefs ¢ multitudes of our race—thould
be warmed with fervent defires, that God, whofe face has
thone on us, would caufe his way to be known on earth,
and his faving heaith among all nations.

‘THis leads us,

11. 70 our fecond db]}f-i'd!f:n', That a rcgahrd' to the
‘happinefls of otker nations theuld be 2 ftrong motive to de-
fire-and pray for the happinefs of our own.

- NaTioNs, however independent of each other, in thé
conftitution of their own governments, are, in the divine
éftablithment, ncarly connefted.  Great and important
events in one nation often extend their influence to many
others Al hiftory verifies this obfetvation. Our own re-
colle&ion confirms it.

THre principles of liberty, which have been publickly
defended 1n the writings of our country, and happily eftab-
lithed in the revolution of our government, have paffed the
Atlantick, and called the attention of the nations in Europe.
Some of them animated by our example, and embuldened
by cur fuccefs, have made fpirited cxertions to effe@ fo!

| themfelves
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themfelves 2 change or reform.  France has been hitherto
fucceflsful ? and her fuccefs will probably give the fpirit and
principles of liberty a more extenflive {pread. Mauch, how-
ever, may depend on our future wifdom and virtue. If we
fhould difgrace our revolution, either by madly running
into confufion on the one hind, of by fupinely degenerating
intc defpotifm on the other, onr examprc_ would damp the
fpirit, and obftru& the progrefs of liberty in the nations,
which have begun to cherith it.  But on the contrary, if
we appear to be happy in the government, which we have
adopted, many nations will partake with us in the felicity.
incouraged by dur profperity, they will amend their gov-
ernment in conformity te ours ; and, in the mean time, the
opprefled will find among us a fafe retreéat.

In order to our exhibiting fuch an example of natisnal
profperity, as will attra& the attention, and encourage the
exertions of other nation. we muft preferve the true fpirit
of liberty, and the effential principles of our revolution.
We muit prallife and promote the virtues on which the
happinels of fociety depends ; fuch as induftry, frugality,
jultice, and beneficence.  As the foundation of all thefe,
we muft maintain piety to God, and fuppcit the means of
piety, which God has inftituted.

“ RicHTEOUSNESS exalts a nation.” Our pational vir-
tue, confidered only in regard to ourfelves, will appear to
be vaftly important—as important as the liberty and
happivels of increaii.g millicns for an unknown fuc-
ceflion of ages. But when we cohfider this virwue, as dif-
fufing the fame liberty, and the fame happinefs among other

nations of the eafth, its importance rifes beyond the reach
of imagination.

Wk are to love our country, and feck its peace. But
true benevolencz will not confine its regards to fo fmall an
objeét ; jt will extend its kidd wifhes and friendly embraces

() 10
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to the whole fyftern of rational beings, =~ We are. to de.
{ire the happinefs of our coyntry, not meérely for its owg
fake, but rather for the fake of mankind in general. We
are to pray far God’s h'effing, and the fmiles of his face
upon’us, not that we may have power to trample cp the
rights of otHers, but that others, by our'means, may bé free
and hapy . ¢ God be merciful to us,” fays the Phalmiflt,
*¢ that’ thy way may be known on carth, and thy favin

Lealth among all natiogs. *© Let thé perplé praife thhe’,,.rg
God. " Lect the nations be glad and fing far joy.” L

ol
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WniLE we rejoice in our national profperity, Tet ‘it
not be high minded, but fear.  Our fituation is, in any
refpeéls, happy ; but thefe are circumiftances attending i,
which may juilly awaken apprehenfions, * S

‘ALL governmerls'feud to defpotifin. " WitHout virtue
and vigilance amotlg ourltlves, ‘this’ will "Le the fate of
ous own. T o

i ‘. Ly L i P B TR vy
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WHILE the war in Edsope’ continfies,”eifr ‘peace is”pre-
carious. Qur commérdial conmexions Witk dic Yeltigeses:
powers, render Guiliift;a:-i@i! cnitical }md"tdi'%ﬁg% e

T war with the favages Has been nitional ¢alamity ;
hut.moft fcverely felt by thiofe, who are nnmediately ex-
"p(:ﬁd'w their incux.ﬁfbﬁ’s‘."“_"‘f o s bee s .

U T , m
Yyt PN .- ] 1.

TaE condu@ of “he Eritith government 1% detaining ojir
pofls contrary to the rreary of peack—ih ‘excituig the fav.
ages to make war vpor us—in fending ttacps' to did themi-
1 infulting cur reutrahity by captanng’ and' conderhning
out’ veflels—and in competing our ftamets Lo Terve en boarni
neir thips, 1s @ 1ull preot of their uniriend'y difpofition
Aad however the Tate » reaty may have itlued, there 1s wguce
oroeud to fear, thut their profefhions will o dclafive, 2unn
their farndlup but teniporary. | | B
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FrRAN(CE, though hitherto remarkably {uccelsful, has ot
finithed her confli&, nor cflablithed her government. Dane
ger attends her flill.  The unhappy fuppreflion of the rev-
olution in Poland may, perbaps, give the Ruffians, whe
swe no good will to the French. Republi an E)'P Jortuniiy
to jcin the combination againit her. The acceflion of fo

rcat a pow.~ to the general confederacy, wili bring’ of
%rance a great weight, which, after fo long and vi-blem;, -
ertions, may be too mighiy for her alone tg {uftain.  If
fhould vltimately fail in ite confi&, we'Thall have cavie to
tremble for ourfelves. 1o her fuccefies, as the immediate
caufe, we are clearly to umpute the continuarce st our
tianquillity.  That the Britifh government have entertained
hoftile intentions toward us, there can be no doubt ; and
that their intentivns Lave been diverted, rather by the French
arms, than by any new dnd fodden impulie from their own
juitice and hurnanity, every one muft believe,

Ix the furious contemplation of our pclitical flate, net
to menuon our moral f{iate, which furely 1s not the mott
promifing, can we not difcover much occafion to mingie
prayers with our praifes, and fear with our rejoicing ?

THE religion of the golpel irfluencing our hearts, and
governing our hives, 1s our grand fecurity. It thisis treated
with indifference, all our privileges are uncertain, and pro-
sably will be of thert contnuance ;5 and the calamitices,
which diftrets other nauo o, will fall on us. ~

LeT us then, 1n our refre&ive places, contribute 2o the
nosor and mtluence of religicny obey 1t ovrfeives, and ree
commend 1t o cthers.  “Uhus, while we fecure our own
inuls, we thally, 1 the wmoit effeétual mianner withia our
power, ferve the inteseit of our famiiies, our neighbors,
and our country ; and by promoung the intereft ot our
country 5 we nall advance the pencral happinels of the
HUTRD Face.
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Lsr us thén adopt the prayer of the Plalmift ;—* God
e merciful to us and blefs us, caafe thy face 10 (hine upon
ws 3 that thy way may be known oa eirth, and thy favin
Realth among all nations.  Let thz people praife thee, (§
€od; letall the peopie praite thze, Let the naticns be
¥lad and fing for joy; for thai fhalt judge the people
Jighteoufly, and govern the rarior: ugon earih. Then fhall
the eartn yield heg increafe ; and God, even our God fhall
dlefsus.,  God fhall blefs us, and all the ends of the earth
FThall fear him." L |
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