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FEREMIAH, XXX. 21

THEIR NOBLES SHALL BE OF TMEMSELYES, AND
THEIR GOVERNOR SHALL PROCEED- FROM THE
MIDST OF THEM.

AMONG the varicus forms of civil gov-
ernment, which exift in the world, monarchy is the moft
common ; and yet, in theory, it appears the moft irra-
tional. That a people fhould refign their perfens and

preperties to the arbitrary difpofal of a fingle man, with-
out any regard to natural or moral qualities, as he may

happen to offer himfelf in the line of hereditary fuccef-
fion, feems incredible in fpeculation, but is realized in

fa&.

Frow the prevalence of monarchy, fome have infer-
‘red, that this form muft be moft agrecable to reafon, and
moft conducive to focial happinefs. Aad will they al-
fo fay, that the worfhip of idols is the moft rational and
edifying devoticn ; and that vice is better adapted than
virtue, to the oeneral good ? Thele, as well as momu'ehy,-
have in all ages been common. : Yo

Mon~arcHY has taken place from various caufes ;
and thefe not the moft virtuous ; fuch as conquett, uf-
urpation, gradual encroachment, the fecret combination

of
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of 2 few againft the credulous, unfufpe&ing multitude.
From its gencral prevalence arifes another caufe for its
continuance and increafe, which is precedent and exam-
ple. The Jews were fond of monarchy, for the {ame rea-
fon that they were fond of idolatry. They would be like

the nations round about them.
®

WE are informed of only one government, which was
framed undsr the immediate direflion of heaven ; and
this was a republick. Monarchy was permitted, but never
was inftituted, by divine authority. The Jews had it, be-
caufe they would have it.  God prefcribed for them 2
better government. The form which he prefcribed was
well adapted to their genius and circumftances ; and, in
its fundamental principles, was equally fuitable for any
other people. Among the privileges fecured to them by
their conftitution, there was one, which might be con-
fidered as the foundation of all the reft ; and is, indez=d,
the bafis of al! free government—Tha/ their Rulers fhsuld
be chofer by, and from among themfelves.

Moses was immediately ordained by God to lcad the
people of Ifrael out of Egypt, and to communicate to
them the divine ordinances and laws. But he claimed
no authority to command them, until, by exhibiting evi-
dence of his divine commiffion, he had obtained their
confent to follow him. Much lefs did he claim for his
family an hereditary jurifdi&ion over them. When he
found the burden of government too heayy, for him to
fuftain alone, he laid the cafc before the people. He
never preiumed, of his own prerogative, to create offi-
cers under him ; but he prorofed to them, that they
fhould cheofe proper perfons to aflit him. He faid to
them, ¢ Take wife men and underftanding and Answn
amamng your tribes ; and I will make them rulers aver

you.’
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you.” ‘They approved and adopted the oropofal. They
anfwered, ¢ The thing which thou haft fpoken is good
for usto do.” The people were to choofe the men, and
prefent them to Mofes ; and he, as God’s minifter, was
to mftru& them in their duty and give them their charge.

Gob forefecing, that in procefs of time, they would
incline to a kingly government, exprefsly provides, that
their king thould be one of their brethren. Mofes fays,
¢ When that art came into the land, which the Lord thy
God giveth thee, and fhalt dwell therein, and fhalt fay,
I will have a king over me, like as all the nations, which
are about me ; Thou fhalt, in any wife, fet him king
over thee, whom the Lord fhall choofe ; One from among
thy brethren fbalt TEOU fet king cver thee ; thou mayft
not fet a ftranger over thce, who is not thy brother.’
Again he faysto the people, ¢Judges and officers fhalt

THOU make thee in all thy gates ; and they ﬂmlljudﬂe
the people with juft judgement.’

Josnua was nominated by Moles to be his fucceflor.
And tho’ this nomination was by the {pecial command of
God ; yet, before Jofhua entered upon his office, he was
prcfented to the whole congregation of Ifrael, that they
might acknowledge him ; and he received a charge 1n
their fight, that they might be obedient.

THE Judges, or Governors, who ruled Ifrael after the
demife of Jothua, took upon them the powers of govern~
ment, not by their own motion, but by the invitation of
the people ; as appears from the cafe of Jeptha, who,
being requefted by the elders of Gilead to take the com-
mand of an army and fight againft the Ammonites, ac-
cepted the poft, on condmon, that, if he prevailed, he
thould be their hcad. And accord: v}g!y the elders and
r:€ pesple made hun head and captain over them.

WueN
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WHEN the form of Government was changed, in the
time of Samuel, from a judicial, 10 a monarchial, it was
at the requeft of the people. Samuel remonftrated a-
gain(t the propofed change, as what would be fatal to their
hiberties. They perfifted in their refolution. Samuel
yielded to it, and, by divine dire@ion, anointed Saui to
reign over them. The prophet fays, ¢ God gave them 2
king ir his anger.” But Saul, after his un&ion, remain-
ed in his private {tation, until the people affembled, and,
in a formal manner, made him their king.

. Saut, by his mifcondu&, alienated his fubjells, and
forfeited the kingdom. David, by God’s command, was
anointed to fucceed him. But David lived in his former
capacity, until the mea of Judah came, and anointed him
king over them. Their example was afterward followed
by the other tribes.

AFTER the death of Solomon, all Ifrael came tegether,
to make his fon Rehoboam king. He f©iad no hercditary
right, or divine appointment, which would warrant his
aflumr.tion of kingly power, without the national confent.
The people ftated the terms on which they would ferve
him. The young prince, fired with ambition, defpifed
- the advice of his aged counfcllors, and coafulted with the
youug men, what anfwer to return. They gave him
fuch advice as their high notions of government diQated.
it correfponded with his own pride and vanity. He an-
fwered the people haughtily, and threatened to rule them

with feverity.  Thus ke thought to intimidate them into
fubmiffion.

THE nation had not loft the (pirit of liberty. Ten
tribes revolied, and made a king of their own. They
gre never blamied for the revolt.  On the contrary, when
Rehoboam wiss railing au army to reduce him, ke was by

a prophet
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a prophet ordered to defift, becaufe the revolution was
from God.

From thefe obfervations it appears, that the civil con-
fiitution, which God appointed for the Jewifh nation,
was defigned and adapted to fecure their liberty ; and
that any encroachment upor it warranted them td put
the powers of government into new and. better hands.
But what ought efpecially to be remarked, is, 2hdi their
rulers were fo be taken from among themfelves, and aps
pointed by general confent. ‘This confent was not always
given by the whole nation affembled ; but ufually, at leaft
frequently, by the elders, and the heads of the families and
tribes, who were deputed by the people to a& for them

IN the time of the Babylonian captivity, their anﬁlf
tution was diffolved. ‘They fubfifted as a diftin& people;
but, being in the land and under the power of their ene-
mies, they enjoyed nothing worthy of the name of gov-
ernmeot or libesty. : ,

In the chapter, where our text is, God promifes to
reftore them, from their prefent condition, to their an-
cient country and privileges. ¢ ] will fave you from
afar, and your children from the land of their captivity ;
and they fhall return, and be in reft and quiet.’—¢ I will
bring agajn the captivity of Jacob’s tents, and have mercy
on hisdwelling places. I will muliiply them, and they
fhall not be few.’—¢ Their children fhall be as afore-
time, and their congregation fhall be eftablifhed before
me, and I will punifh them that opprefs them.' i.e.
will refiore their commonwealth to its ancient free and
happy condition ; and will punith the Affyrians their
proud appreffors. Accordingly the Affyrian empire was
conguered by the Perfians under Cyrus, about fifty years
aficr the captivity began. This revolution made way

B fqr
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for the return of the Jews. It is added, ¢ Their Nobles
fhall be of themlclves, and the Governor fhall proceed
from the midft of them: ;' aswas the cafe in the firft ef-
tablithment of their commonwealth, and before their
government had degenerated inio monarchy.

WirnouT recurring to the hiftory of nations, we have
good authority to fay, that the happinefsof a people, in
their focial and political capacity, greatly depends on
their being governed by their brethren—by men freely
chofen from among themfelves.

THE end of government is the general haPpinefs. It
15 not that a few may riot in affluence at the expenfe of
thereft ; but that all may enjoy equal fecurity and liber-
ty. . The idea of ¢ many made for one,’isan ¢ enormous
faith.” ¢ When the heart of the king, who fat on the
throne, was lifted up above his brethren; he was 5ot ¢
grolong inis days in his kingdom ; neither he nor his chil-
dren, in the mid{t of I{rael.’

In a ftate of nature, one man has no authority over
another—all are on a common level. When the people,
in a particular place, becoms numerous, it is neceflary to
aflociate for mutual affiftarice and defence.  Society can-
not {ubfilt without gevernment, to reftrain outrages, ad-
juft differences, redreis wrongs, protcét the innocent, and
encourage the virtuous. In large focieties, government
cannot be perfeftly democratical. It cannot, in every
part, be condu&ted by the whole body, without more ex-
penfe and trouble, thanis confiftent with the common
peace and happinefs. There muft be fome deputed to
manage the publick concerns. The powercommitted
to fuch, is for the common good. This obje& will or-
dinarily be beft underftood, and moft fteadily pur{ued by

rulers,
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sulers, who are chofen by the peopic, and from among
themfelves,

THESE are the meft competent judges of the abilities
and circumftances of the people—their conneétions and
dependences—how particular laws will operate—what
arts and manufa@ures, what branches of commerce or
agriculture it may be proper to encourage. Reing of
the people, converfant amoeng them, and connefted-with
them, they can inform theinfelves of a variety of matters,
neceflary to the adminiftration of government, with
which a ftranger mult be unacquainted. -

TFhey will feel for the | .;pie as their friendsand breth-
‘ren.  They partake of the fame genius, and are educated
*n the fame manners. Their intereft is conneed with
that of the country. Here they are to live and die, and
here they are to leave their pofterity. Self love will
prompt them to with their country’s profperity, unlefs
their minds are detached #rom 1t by foreign conneltion.,

They are under {pecial obligations to their country,
pecaufe to her favour they owe their advancement and
their profpells.

A rPEOPLE governed by their brethren have their privi-
leges in their own hands. They can put a check to
growing ariftocracy and defpotifm by a {eafunable trans-
fer of their important trufts. In free flates, power, at
certain periods, reverts 1o the people, from whom it or1-
ginated. If they find, it has been abufed and perverted,
they can redrefs themf{elves by placing it in other hands.

I fuch ftates, rulers are bound by the laws which they
enad, and are fubje to the burdens which they impofe.

They are refponfible for their condu& ; inferior officers
to
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to fuperior ; thefe again to thofe, who are higher in the
{cale of govcmment : and all in the laft refort to the

people. Thxs is a great fecurity avamﬁ abufe of powcr.

Bsswas ; ‘W‘xcn the people Kave a voice in the ap-
pomtment of their own rulers, it may be prefumed that,
1ill a general corruption prevails, men of approved abili-
ty, virtce and integrity, will be raifed to publick henors.
What motive, but their cwn good, can the people have
in defegating powér ? And to whom fhould they dclegate
it, but to thofe who will ufe it for thisend ?

A rropLE under a free government wiil be happy, as
long as thev are virtuous and wife. They may become
vicious and corrupt. They are then liable to be influ-
enced by private conne®ions, party {pirit, bribery or
flattery, promifes or rewards, or the artifice and iatrigue
of crafty and defigning men.

Watn this is the cafe, they give up ihelr fecuuty,

Iofe their liberty, and fink into flavery. il

.
.

To frame and reforrh their own government, and to
choofe and change their own governors, is the natural
right of mankind ; but a right which few nations have
the happinefs to-enjoy, orthe boldnefs te claim. 'Thefe
American ftates are now in the full poffeffion and free
exercife of this right ; and may they ever have the wil-
dom to retain it.

WEe were once happy in a conne@ion with Britain,
The time came, when we found we could be happy in
this conneQion no longer. We then judged, that it
ought to be diffolved, becaunfe the. reafon of it ceaied.
We claimed an independ:nt government, and heaven has

{fupported our claim.
Ths
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. ‘Tack paft exiftence of the conneian, cenld be no rea-
fon for its future continuances after a feparation appeared
neccflary to the increafe of happinefs, or the prevention

of mifery. Every people have a right to be free—to

judge of the proper means of fecuring their freedom—to
determine whien they ought to becomv independent of
former conneions—an* to conflitute for themfelves
fuch a government as they choofe.

THERE is nothing in nature to fix perpetual and.im-
mutable boundaries to {tates ; or to determine the period
of union between the different parts of the fame empire.
The only queftion in fuch cafes is, What will tend to the
general -happinefs ? When a people withdraw from their
ancient conneltion, they are to regard the generalgood ;
the peace and happinefs of neighbouring ftates, as well as
their own. Tho' their own fafety will be the primary

~08jcct, the fafety of others is not to be overlooked Be-

nevolence is the principlg, which ought to govern man-
kind, in their political, as well as private condudl. But
ftil every people muft judge for themfelyes, what is
right. If neighbouring ftates difupprove of a ftate new-
ly conflituted, or newly reformed ; they may remon-
ftrate ; they may deny her the privi!ege of their trade,
alliance and proteQion ; they may withhold from her the
pofitive benefits, which they grant to their friends, and
which they ence indulged to her ; they may exclude her
from all intercourfe, and leave her to prove, by herfelf,
the advantages of her independence, and of her new-
chofen govermneat : But they can have no right to make
war upon her—to ufc a&ual force and violence—to fpread
deftru@ion ameng her peosple, and defolation over her
country, in order to redace her to their will.  Such mea-
fures reafon forbids ; at fuch a fcene humanity fhudders.

Tug
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TrE late Britith war again® America, and the prefent
war of the combined powers againft France, are both
wars againft naturc—againlt the common nghts of man-
kind. America has been happily fuccefsful ; that France
may be as fucceZiul, we have every motive to with.  As
Tiberty tends to happinefs, benevolence will defire its pro-
pagation thro’ the world. If the confederated kings
fhould effe& the conqueft of France ; may they not, with

.as fair a pretext; and will they not, with as warm a
geal, direQ their power againft thefe American flates,
and extinguith the flame of liberty, where it firft was
Kindled ?

© We cenfure France for many excefles, which tarnith
the glory of her revalution. Perbaps, in many inftances,
we cenfure her unjuflly, for want of better information.
But whatevez errors may attend her meafures, her caufe
isjuft. Whatever cyuelties (e may pra&life on her own
citizens, America cannot tax her with defelt of friend-
fiip or candour, Her irregularities will not be jnftified ;
but perhiaps they may, in fome mecafure, be exculed. Her
tranfition from favery to liberty—from a dungeon to
open day—from total blindnefs to perfe&t vifion, was
fudden and furprifing. As the 1s, at once, brought out
of datknefs inte marvellous licht ; no wonder, if, for a
mosnent, her crgans are overpowered, and her reafon
difturbed. By recelle@ion and experience, fhe will \aon
-yecover herfelf, re@ify her crrors, and fettie her govern-
ment ia tranquitiity 2nd exder.

W hope, the prefent confli will iffue in the increale
of knowlzdge, and i the fpread of liberty and hiappiacfs.
We hope the time ic coming, when the kingdom of
Chrit wilé univerfzlly prevail, and the governments of
the world will be ¢ramed azcording to its racdonal and be-
aevolent pattern.  In A5 government, as adminiflerce

on
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on carth, - there are no pofitive. punihments. Thofe
which he has inftituted are only negative, confifting in
exclufion from the privileges of his church. When his
government fhall be eftablithed, and his religion fhall
prevail through the world ; there will be no war between
nation and natien, for the adjuftment of their claims,
and no fanguinary penalties annexed to the violation of
laws. Deprivation of privileges is all the punithment,
which will then be known. Perhaps this is all, that is
really neceflary, or can be fully juftified now.

MaAy this period be haftened. May America, which
has begun the work of political reformation, and has
greatly liberzlized her {yfters, and humanized her penal
laws, {till lead the way, till the glorious work fhall be
brought to its higheft perfeQicn.

>

THis day completes the eighteenth year, fince we re-

aounced our {ubjeélion to foreign power, and aflumed a
national independence. We are alfembied to commem-
orate théfinportant revolution.

T HE periodical commemoration of happy and intereft-
ing events is agreeable to the ufage of nations, and jufti-
ficd by mzny inftitetions, whick God made for his fa-
voured people. The celebration of thus Anniverfary is
of :fe, not only «w awaken a2 grateful fenfe of Ged's pe-
culiar favour, bat alfo to preferve the great principles of
the revolution, and prevent au infenfible declenfion into
ariitecracy.

Ovur government, in its principles, is perhaps [uff-
ciently liberal and democratic for fo lavge a peepiz.  Bat
all government tends to defpotifm. Power, as well as
property; has its tessptations.  No man pofieiles fo much
of eitker, but that he is willing to acquire more, ‘There

is
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s the famé feafon; why a people Thould guard their pubs
Yick privileges, as why each man thould guard his privaté
property—the fame rcafon, why they thould infpe& the
condu& of their publick fervanis to prevent encroach-
‘ment, as why 2 merchant fhould watch over his clerk or
fador to prevent embezzlement.

Ovug free government was 3 happy, but a coftly pur-
chafe ; let it not be loft by drowfy inattention, and im-
plicit confidence. ‘

How afree government may be preferved, is a jutin-
quiry.

OnE thing neceflary is frequent eleftions. Thisisa
right, which the people, by their conftitution, have re-
ferved to themfelves, and which they ought to exercife
with unremitting care. No longer fhould the fame per-
fons be trufted with the powers cf legiflation, than while
they appear to purfue the true intereft of their conftitu-
ents, By attempts to violate the conftitution, and invade

the liberties of the people, they foifeit the publu,k confi-
dence.

AMONG a free people, power of any kind fhould never
‘be committed to men, who are under a foreign influence,
from whatever fource that infiuence may arife. Power
in fuch hands, is power in the hands of foreigners. And
fo far as this influence controuls our government, we
lofe our independence.  Againft this danger, the confti-
tation which God framed for Ifrael, particularly guard-
ed. They might not take a ftranger to rule over them.

GreAT care fhould be taken, that our rulers, efpe-
cially our legifiators, have not an intereft difconnefted
with, and oppofite to, that of the people, While they

have
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Sumtnrsiamadl
have only 2 common intereft with their conflituents, they
will, for their own fakes, confult the general happinefs.
When their intereft becomes feparate and iridependent,
this fecusity is loft ; and it is indiffcrent, whether they
proceed from the midft of us, or are fent us from another.

country.

To preventa declenficn of government into ariftocra-
¢y, the rewards for publick fervices fhould be mederate—s
not {o {mall as to be defpifed by men of ability, nor fo
large as to become an obje& of competition. If compen{-
ations are immoderate, the eafy acquifition of wealth,
will either render the publick fervants too independent
of, and indifferent to the people ; or prefent too power-
ful temptations to luxury and diffipation. Fn either cafe

the publick bufinefs wiil be negle@ed for the purfuits of
avarice and pleafure.

It is pleaded, that by high rewards we fhall command
the fervices of our beft mcn. But our 4¢# men have

other motives, and will be content with reafonable re-
wards. We fhould be folicitous, not only to call good
men into government, but to keep them; while they are
there, as good as we found them. Itis unhappy, when
we offer fuch temptations as cortupt the moft virtuous.

I'r needlefs offices fhould be multiplicd, and the pub-
lick treafures difperfed in unmerited penfions, exceflive
{alaries, nnd immoderate compenfations ; the liberties of
the people will then be in danger.

TRE prefervation of liberty depends much on a ftate
of peace. War will introduce a ftanding army,increafe the
number of dependents on government, and accumulate
% publick debt. A large national debt tends to dcfpoQ
ufm. It oppiefles the people ; affords pretexis for in-

C | venting
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venting new modes cf taxation, and for opening new
fources of revenue ; gives opportunity for fecret mifap-
plications ; and difunites the interelt of the rulers from
that of the people : Forrulers will ufually, in two great
a proportion, become publick creditors ; and, being at
the leat of government, cr conne@ed with thofe who are
there, they can inake their advantage by fudden changes,
or perhaps effed! fudden changes for iheir own adsantage.
Io any cafe, th icterefts of creditor and debtor are apt
to interfere. V. 'th a fiee- people, the firflt objeét thould
be, to preventa ublick debt. When one is incurred
from neceflity,the next object thouid be, to extinguith it,
as foon as the ab; ities of the people will permit. Com-
plete liberty, and an immenfe debt are incompatible. A
fyftem which perpetuates the latter, annihilates the for-
mer.  Hence 1t follows, that not only economy in gov-
ernment,but frugal’ty among private citizens,is neceffary
to publick liberty a2rnd happinefs. If the rulers of a young
republick ape the grandeur, oftentation and parade of the
corrupt and luxurious courts of ancient and opulent

monarchies, they bring the people under a forcign in-
fluence of the worft kind—the influence of foreign vice.
Simple manners and frugal expenfes are effential to se-
publican liberty. The Jews loft their frcedom by a
foolifh fondnefs to be like the nations around them.

A REPUBLICK, afliduoufly cultivating peace with the
world, thould, at the fame time, affert her rights and
fupport her dignity.  While fhe is carcful not to inter-
meddle in forcizn quarreis, nor to provoke a war by un-
jult aggrefiions ; fhe fhounld have fpirit to refent, and
fortitude to repel a daring injury. There is a degree of
tameanefs, which emboldens infults—a degree of pafiives
nefs, which invites and encourageswar.  Little depend-
ence is to be placed on the juftice of foreign courts. Eve.

ry
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1y people muft guard their own_ rights, keep themfelves -
in a defenfible ftate, and prevent, if poffible, fuch gradual
‘encroachments from envious powess, as fhall deprive
them of the means of felf-defence. An organized, well
difciplined militia is a wife infitution. To fuchar in-
ftitution a free people will readily fubmit ; -and the calls
of government for the common defence they wnll

_promptly abey.,

TxE treedom of cle@ion isa matter of effential import-
ance. Under fuch a happy conftitution as ours,whiere
the elc&tive power is in the great body of the people, and
the pericds of ele@ion frequently return, dire& bribery is
‘not caflily pra&ifed. There are other ways, however,
in which the eletors may be unduely biaffed. The com-
binations of influential men to recommend and fupport
ccrtain candidates, may be as dang gerous, as corruption'
itfelf. The few who combinc may “have a particular de-
fign to ferve ; and, in fome mf’cances, it is poffible, they
may fludy rather to deceive,- than inform the publick
mind.

PersonaL flanders, and infamous exhibitione, are al-
ways to be difapproved, as inconfiftent with the frcedom
of parliamentary debate, and the purity of national man-
ners.  You may hang or burn in effigy, or you may re-
vile and profcribe in 2 gazette, an unworthy charalter;
and you may d> the fame to a worthy charalter.  And,
fo far as you thus influence an ele&ion, you may prevent
the choicc of a good man, as well asa badone.  To deter-
mine whether a man is worthy of our fuffrages, we mulft

.enquire, whether he is a man of ability and informaticn,
of virtue, flability and firmaefs—of pure; repubiican
pnnugks--and whether Lis inizreft is united with that

ef hi$ country. Such a wan, whatever afperfiens may
be




20

e

. be calt upon him by political partizans, is worthy of our.
confidence. Tho' in particular inftances, he may favour
meafures, which we had rot previoufly expeQed, we are
not haftily to reprobate his condu& ; but to tzke time
for examination ; confidering, that he may probably pof-
fefs moans of information, which have not reached to us.

AN enlightened pcople will not eafily be bro’t under
defpotifm. They will forefee and prevent the evil.
Great attention thould therefore be paid to the education
of youth, tn the culture and diffufion of knowledge, and
to the means ot publick information.

¢ RicaTEOUsNESS exaltsa nation.' To preferve our
liberty and indcpendence, and to increafe our importanéc
and refpe@ability, we muft attend to the intereft of vir-
tue, as well as of knowledge. This we muft promote
in cur private ftation, while we expe@ that our rulers
purfue it in their larger {phere. Induftry, frugality,
temperance, juftice, benevolence and peaceablenefs, are
virtues, in their very nature, effential to the happinefs of
every community. The promotion of thele in fmaller

focieties, will fpread and ftrengthen 1helr mﬂuence in the
nation at large.

THE celebration of this anniverfary fhould be con-

du&e.l in fubfervience to picty, benevolence, peace and
good order.

VWaILE weaddrefs the great Governor of the univerfe,
we fhould realize our dependence and obligations ; and
gratefully recognize the peculiar bleflings and privileges
dowing ftrom that frec and happy government, wnh
which he has fo graciouily diltinguithed us.

WazN we fit down at the fcltive board, to participate
in
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in the bounties of his prcvidence, we thould regard each
other as brethren, members of the fame great family,
children of the fame almighty parent, all united by com-
mon intereft. Feafting together is an a& of fellowfhlp :
one defign of it is to conﬁsm the bond of brotherly union,

Wuexn we fee o many of the refpectable citizens of
this town, affembled from every part of it, on the prefent
occafion ; we feel a peculiar pleafure in fuch a proof of
the harmony of fentiment and affetion il {ubfifting
among us ; and in the prefage of its happy continuance.
And we anticipate the propriety, decency aod order,
with which all things will, this day, be conduted.

WE fincerely thank the gentlemen from neighbouring
towns, for the teftimony of friendthip, with which they
honour us ; and for the unity of fentimeat which they
exprefs, by alffembling with us on this anniverfary. By

their attendance the beauty of the fcene is brightened,
end the pleafure of the feftivity is enlivened.

As thisis the firft folemnity of the kind ever celebrat.
ed in this town, we truft, it will be conduted in fucha
manner, that it may be reviewed by curfelves with fenti-
mcnts of pleafure, and fpoken of by all in terms of ap-
probation, We perfuade ourfelves, that nothing favour-
ing of impiety wiil be heard, and nothing inconfiftent
wi'h fobriety will be feen—that good humour, cheerful-
nefs and friendthip, will infpire every heart, glow in eve-
ry countenance, and animatc all our converfation—that
when the feftivity is clofed, we fhall retire without any
tranfalticus, which can be refleéted on with pain, or
fpoken of to our reproach.

WE live in a wonderful period—a period crouded with
valt and intereiting eveats. In turaing over th: annals

of
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of hiftdry, we fearcely find a eentury, which exhibite
foch a variety of imyportant fcenes, aswe have beheld
within twenty years. Here is a new empire founded in
America ; and eftablifhed on the moft liberal plan. Here
are fifteen diftin& ftates, confederated under one gener-
al conftitution, and each ftate poflefling a conftitution of
her own-—and all thefe deliberatcly formed, peaceably
adopted, and cheerfully obeyed by the people. We fee
this young empire growing, rifing, fpreading—and now
embracing fome refpetable ftates, which, at the birth of
vurindependence, had not an exiitence. A revolution in
one of the moft refpetable nations of Europe has furpriz-
ed the world. The unfullied rays of liberty, which firit
blazed in our hemifphere, have fhot forth with amazing
rapidity, and arze now illuminating diftant climes. Su-
peritition, the fupport of defpotifm, is hattily retiring be-
fore the refulgent beams of truth ; and, ftruck with the
mntolerable light, is fecking new retreats. Arts, manu-
falures, agriculture and the liberal fciences, are advanc-
ing. New difcoveries in the natural, and new improve-
srents in the literary world, ars making. The rights of
mren,.and the ends of government, are more and more
utiderftood. The caufe of righteoufnels is maintained,
end the combinations of tyranis are fruftrated. Their
thrones afe tottering under them, and thc:r CIOWNS 28
trembiing on their heads. |

THE day is coming, when liberty and peace fhall blefz
the humanracc. But previous to this, truthand virtue
muft prevail, and the religion of Jefus muft governmen’s
hearts. Then the ho:ross of war will ceafe, and the
groans of flavery will no more be heard. Therold of the
oppreflor will be broken, and the yoke will be removed
from the thoulders of the opprefled. The feeptre will be

wrelted from the hands of the wicked, and the pomp of
the




ag

the proud will be brought down to the daft. The whole
earth will reftand be quiet : they will break fosth
into finging. The Lord will comfort Zion ; he will com.
‘fort all her wafte places. He will make her wildermefs
like Eden, and her defert like the garden of the Lord,
Joy and gladnefs fhall be found therein ; thank{giving
and the voice of melody.
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