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1

THE. CONSTANCY, ..

ECCLESIASTES, I, ¢, 10,

The thing that bath been is that which fball be, and that
which 15 done, 15 that which fball be done ; and there is no

new thing under the fun. Is there any thing, whereof it
may be faid, fee, thisis new 2 It hath been already of old:

time, which was before us.,

N O new.thing !——==How fhall we under-
ftand the preachex ?—=We ofien fee new things.- There
are new difcoveries in the natural world ; new inventions
in the mechanic arts ; new improvements in fcience, gov-
ernment and morals.””” This doubtlefs is true. But the
preacher is fpeaking of things as they are in themfelves,
or of the method of the Divine Government ; not of hue
man difcoveries, inventions and improvements. We may
difcover things which were once unknown ; but the
things difcoveredare not new : They exifted before. We
may invent new arts; but arts are only particular wayg
of applying the powers of nature ; and thefe powers
were always the fame. We may. bave {uch knowledge of
moral and political traths, as many in former. ages- had

not, und {ome have notin the prefent age ; but there are

no new truths. What is true in morals. now, was true
from the beginning of the world.

Whatever difference there may be among mankind
with refpedt to knowledge, virtue or liberty, the Divine
Governmcnt 1s the fame ; it 13 ﬁeady and uniformy ; and
in refpedt of thisitistrae, and. in refpe of this Solo-
mon fays * The thing which hath been is that which fhall
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be, and that which is done, is that which fhall be dose,
and there 1s no new thing under the fun,”” This obferva-
tion the wife man applies both to the natural and the

moral government of GoD ; and in reference to both we
will confider it.

1. He, in our text, applies the obfervation to the
eourfe of nature, or Gop's government of the natural

world ; and for the iluftratton of it he adduces feveral ex-
ﬂmPlCSt '

‘“ One generation paffeth away, and another genera-
tion cometh ; but the earth abideth forever.” The earth
abides in the place ' rft afligned it, and it is flill peopled
by the race of beings which firft occupiedit. But the in<
dividuals are daily changing, The fame perfons cannot
long poflefs it. Thofe who are en it now muft pafs off to
make room for others. And thefe in their turn will re-
tire like the former. Soit ever has been, and fo it will
be. - When we fee men die and return to the duft, we fee
a folemn event: but nothing new ; every age has {een the
fame. We who are advanced in years, have feen the in-
habitants of the world almofl entirely changed, fince we
came into it ; and oid men, who tived a thoufand years

200, {aw the fame. ¢ What pro t then hath a man inall
his labor ? All is vanity.”

‘“ The fun arifeth, and the fun goeth down, and he hafl-
eth to the place whence he arofe.” There he arifeth a-

gain as he arofe before, And this change of day and
night has been continued ever fince the fun was placed in
his {phere. Thefun, by his alternate declenfion to the
fouth, and approach to the north, makes the viciffitude of

the feafons : but this is not new ; it has been the fame
from the beginning.

There 1s a variety in the courfe and ftrength of the
wind ; but it is direfted by the fame laws which bave al-
ways governed it. We know not whence it comes, nor
whither it goes ; but we know it will not always come
from the fame point, nor rufh with the fame violence.
The calm atminfphere which we enjoy to day, will by and
by be roufed iato a tempeft, and the howling tem peil will
fcou fleep in filence. The fhifting current will return to
its former courfe, then fhift again and take a new dircce
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tion. ¢ The wind geeth toward the fouth, and turneth
about toward the north ; 1t whirleth sbout continually,
and returneth again according to its circuits.”

The preacher fays the fame of the waters. ¢¢ All the
rivers run into the fea, vet the feais not full. Unto the
place frogn whence the rivers come, thither they return
ar2in.” By the afcent of vapors from the fca, clouds
are formed in the air, and waters are colle¢ted 1n the
clouds : which, wafted by winds over the lands, there de-
pofit their burdens. Thus the rivers return to the pla-
ces, from which they came. Their fources are {upplied
by waters drawn from the fea, ané their flreams {upply
what the {fea has loft.

¢« All things are fuli o labor ; the eye 1s not fatis
fied with feeing, nor the ear filled with hearing.”” The
earth, warmed by the fun, watered by the clouds, and
cultivated by man, brings forth herbs meet for him by
whom it is dreffed ; and fo it always has done. Bus
though it fupplies the wants, it never fatisfies the defires
of men. How much foever they have acquired, flill they
Iabor to increafe their ftores.—And who can {ay, ¢ This
1s new ?"’

By the culture of the hufbandman the earth yields a
competence for 1ts inhabitants. Al {eafonsare not equal-
ly produ&ive, butthe general produce, by an equitable
diftribation, is fufhicient for all. In lome {ealons, there
are {evere droughts, In others, redundant 1ains.  In cer-
tain regions there are alarming earthquakes, peflilential
difeafes, and deftrutive florms ; and, at another time,
there may be fimilar phenomena in other regions. Buat
thefe things are nct new. ‘They have appeared 1n ages
paft, and will appear in ages to come. ‘The general
courfe of nature 1s the fame, This circumftantial varie-
ty, as well as the general uniformity of the feafons 1s a-
greeable to the fettled plan of the Divine Government.
The uniformity 1s {uch as fhews us our courfe of duty,
and infures the fuccels of our induftry: But there 1s fo
much variety as may teach us the governmeut ot Provi-
dence, and remind us of our dependence on an invifible
power. If every feafun was wholly new, we fhould al-
ways have our bufinefs to learn, and never would form 2

fuccefsful plag of hufbandry, 1f there was no diverity,

,
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we fhould forget the Gop who is above, and truft to out
own wifdom and induflry.

As the natural, {o,

2. The moral government of the world is in all
ages the fame, and there is in it no new thing. This
Solomon aflerts in the 3d chapter of this book. ¢ To
every thing there 1s a feafon, and a timefor every purpofe
under heaven. And GoD hath made every thing beautis
ful in his time. No man can find out the work of Gob
from the beginning to theend. Whatfoever Gop doth, it
fhall be forever. Nothing can be put to 1t and nothing
taken from 1t, and Gob doth it, that men thould fear bea
fore him. That which hath been is now, and that which
1s to be hath already been, and Gop requireth the thing .
which is paft.”

The preacher here teaches us, that Gop’s government
1s adapted to imprels men with the fear of him. Though
they cannot comprehend his valt and eternal plan, yet they
may {ee enough to learn, that their fafety depends on {uba-
miflion and obedience to his will. And whatever variety
there may be in his difpenfations, they are all direéted to
the fame end, to make men pious, virtuous and happy.
Such ever has been, and ever will be the delign and tenden-
cy of his government over intelligent beings. He governs
them now as he ever has done ; and will govern them in
future, as hedoes now, That which 1s to be, hath alrea-
Jdy been, and that which hath been, 1s now.

We fee a conne@ion between virtue and _happinefs
and between vice and mifery. Thisconneétion is a perma-
nent eftablithment. There never has been, and never wiil
be a time when vice will make men happy, or virtue make
them miferable. Induftry procures competence ; fobrie
ty contributes to health ; juftice, truth and integrity, en-
fure mutual confidence ; and the contrary vices produce
appofite effects. No man grows rich by idlenefs and diffi-
pation ; or prolongs life by debauchery and intemper-
ance ; or commands the confidence of his neighbors by

fraud and difhonefty.

As it 1s with particular perfons, fo it 1s with com-
munities. * Righteoufnefs exalts a nation, and fin 1s a
tcproach to any people.” Where religion has its influ-
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ence among 3 people, there will be juftice, peace, kindnefs
and good order: There will be 2 mild and equitable gov-
ernment, and quietnefs and contentment under 1t.  There
will be induitry, frugality and temperance in private citi.
zens : And, as the refult of thefe virtues, there will be
national happinefs. When i1rreligion and vice abound,
there will .be the contrary effelts. Aund who can fay,
This is new ? The fame has been the method of Gop’s
government, ever fince men exifted ; and the fame 1t will
continue, as long as men fhall exift.

We fometimes fee national calamities, which we call
new. Butif we could trace them to their moral caufe,
we doubtlefs fhould find, that they originated, where fuch
calamities always originate, In national vice and corrup-
tion. If the calamities them{elves are unufual, yet Gobn’s
government is the fame. As 1t ever has done, fo 1t does
ftil} punifh the fins of men by leaving their fins to fall up-
on them. The manners of mankind may change ; and,
in different periods, different vices may prevail, and pro-
duce different calamities ; but itill the calamities are cone
fonant to their caufes.

In late years thiere have been among the pations of
the earth fome terrible eVents ; and we call them new, be-
caufe they have not ordinarilyoccurred. Butthey are the
effe&ts of certain moral caufes, which have been for fome
time operating, and have now come to their crifis. The
horrible maffacres and conflagrations, which have been feen
in fome of the Weft-India Iflands, are {uch events as fel-
dom appear. But they are the judicial and nataral confe-
quences of an inhuman and barbarous traffic in the bodies
and fouls of men, and of acruel and unrelenting tyransry
of unprincipled and unfeeling mafters over rational beings,
whom they call their flaves. The infurretions of flaves
have not been unfrequent in ticnes paft : buta comcurrence
of circuwflances has, at this time rendered them more ge-
neral, violent and deftrutive. We have heard of firange
revolutions, and awful devaftations among thie nations of
Furope. We call them new ; and fuch they may be in
their extent and degree, though not in their kind. But
they are all the fruits of men’s follies, impicties and vices,
There have been in Europe for fome years paft, fuch ef-

forts of atheifm and anarchy, as the world has feldom



[ 8 1

witnefied before: There have been unufual arts and in-
trigues among the rulers of chofe nations to fubvert each
other’s goverament, and to detach people from the autho-
rittes under which they were placed. And if the events,
which have been {een, are new 1n appearance, they are not
new in their conneftior., They proceed from caufes,
which, if brought into operation, would, under fimilar
circumftances, always have produced fimilar effels.
Gob’s Government is the fame. If his judgments appear
new, it is becaufe men have found new ways of offending
him, and of plaguing cne another, and therefore neced
new reflraints and punifhments. If the calamities of
mankind have been more extenfive and diftrefling than

ufual, it 1s becaufe iniquity and 1impiety have unufually
abounded.

Solomon’s obfervation on the Divine Government in
general, may be particularly applied to reve/ation. This,
in {fubftance, has always bzen the fame. From age to age
it grew more clear and full, uatil the gofpel came. But
in 1ts nature and defign, it all along continued, and hiil
continues the fame. The great obje& of it ever was, and
now is to make men happyin a way of humble obedience
toc Gop—to encourage their obedience by the difcovery of
pardoning mercy, and the promife of a glorious immorta-
lity, and to deter them from wickednefs by the threatnings
of wrath to come. Thelaws which Gob has prefcribed,
and the duties which he has required, have been in f{ub-
ftance the fame. The external means of knowledge, and
affiitances to virtue have been various ; but moral obliga-
tion has never changed. ’Till heaven and earth pafs a-
way, Gob’s word and law will remain.

When Gop incorporated the feed of Abraham into a
political ftate, he gave them acivil, as well as religious
conftitution, and, with it, 2 code of laws for their na-
tional government, Legiflation was no part of the work
of rulers, for the neceflary laws were divinely formed,
and wrought into the conftitution. Thefe laws were 3l
ways the fame. They were, at firft, well adapted to the
conditton of the people, and needed no alteration. The
- people always knew, or might know theirduty ; and when
they did 1t they were always happy.

Gob has given us the gofpel, as well for the direce
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tion of curmoral condu&®, as for the encouragement of
our faith and hope. This contains the fubftance of all
preceding difpenfations ; and it 1s a kirgdom which cane
not be moved. Sume may have a more perfeét underftand-
ing of it, than cthers have: DBut its doftrines and pre«
oepts admit of no change. No new ones will be added,
nor will thofe which it contains ever be expunged. If,
having {et vour face for heaven, you enquire, which is the
way ? (io on, take the old path; this i1s the good way;

walk 1n it, and you will find reft to your {oul.

Having illuttrated the meaniang of the text, and fhewn
the couftancy and uniformity of the Bivine Government,
we will now attead to the 1mprovement of cur {ubjet.

1. We have realon tc rejoice, that we are under fuch
a perfe@® and flable government. ¢ The LoRrD reigns !
let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of the ifles be
glad.” Whatever errors we may fee 1n human govern-
mwents, we are fure, that Gop’s ways are perfett: he s
a Gop of truth and without 1niquity : jult and nght 1s
he. Under his gcvernment we may always know, what
15 our duty, and where 1s our fafety.

. As thegourfe of nature 1s fleady and uvniform, from
age to 2ge, we can cafily judge, how to proje& and purfue
aur fecular bufinefs—when to fow our {feed~—in what man-
ner to cultivate our felds—at what time to expet a har=
velt. But if the feafons were confounded.—if the oppo-
{ite hemifpheres fhould be frequently inverted, and fum-
mer and wiater change places, human induftry, prudence
and foreflight would be at an end, and the race of mortals
would focn be extinguifhed.

Gop’s moral, like his 'natural government, is ftca-
dy; and this 1s our fecurity and happinefs. If its laws
were often changed, old ones abolithed, and new ones fub-
{tituted ; if what was virtue at onme time, was vice at
another ; 1f the way to Heaven in one age, was fhut up
in the next, and a new one opened, foon to be clofed, that
a third might fucceed ; we fhould all be 1n the {fame mif-
erable (tate, in which the fickle and inconftant always are,
‘“ ever learning, and never able tc come to the knowledge
of the truth.” - But as the rules of virtue, the precepts
of Religion, and the terms of {alvation, are always the

B
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fame, the knowledge of our duty, and of the way to Heaven
is eafily obtained ; parents can inftrudt their children ; the
fcriptures will lead us to eternal life ; public teacliers can
déclare the whole counfel of Gop ; private reading, famn-
ily education and flated preaching, are ufeful means of
religious knowledge, and to this purpofe they may be
fuccefofully apphed.

You think, perhaps, to find a new kind of Religion,
which will more eafily lead you to happinefs, than that
which you have been taught ; or you imagine, that you
can do as well without any religion at all. But conlult
experience. Gan you be happy at.prefent, 1n your own
feelings, orin your focial connections, without integrity
of heart—without benevolence to men—without the gov-
ernment of your paflions—without fobriety, temperance
aad induflry 2 Or can {ociety be happy without juftice,
peace, honefty and mutual confidence ? If cxperience
teaches you the contrary, then you know, that Religion,
in its nature, 1s neceflary to hayppinefs. And ifitis o in
this world, 1t will be {o in the next; ¢ for the thing
which hath been, 1s that which fhall be, and whatfoever
{Gop doth, 1t thall be forever.” If you can gect {afe to
heaven in a way of fin, and be happy with all your f{ins,
when you get there, then, on your arrival, you may faj
¢¢ See this 1s new.”

You are well pleafed with fome new icheme of reli-
gion propofed to you. But what is this new {cheme?
Does it teach répentance of fin, faith in 2 Divine Redeem-
er, purity of heart, humblenefs of mind, charity, peace-
ablenefs and condefcention to your neighbors, and all the
virtues of a good temper and life ? Go, take and ufe it.
But remember, it is no new {cheme. It 1s the fame that
hath been. If 1t leaves out any of thefe things and teach-
es the contrary, forbear: It is not a fcheme of religion,
but of licentionfnefs. It is not new, however ; for men
have always been contriving fome way or other to quiet
their coniciences 1n the praétice of wickednels, and to get
to heaven without being fit for it.

Perhaps you thipk beft to withdraw from' the reli-
gious fociety, with which you are in covenant, and join
yourfelf to another. But do you there find a new gofpel,
and a aew way to heaven ? What then do you thisk of



SRTEN

thole, who died in faith and hope, long before your favors
ite fociety exifted ? 1f this has inveftigated the only path
to heaven, then they who lived in former ages are 2ll loft.
There 1s, my friend, no new way to heaven——no new
{cheme of real religion. That which hath been, 1s now.
There were, in ancient times, many who by faith and pa-
tience Inherited the promifes. Be a follower of them, and-
thrus give diligence to the full affurance of hope. If the
{ociety to which you would go, has no.new religion, but
only the old one with a new name ;:theon, tell me, where 1s-
the advantage in violating your facred vows to form a new.
relation ? [ would take the liberty to atk, What cpmnion
have you of yourfelf ? Are you.in a ftate of fin 2. 'Lhen
you are forming your new relation as a wicked man ; and
it becomes you to examine, whether you are not doing 1t
with 2 wickedaim, to acquire the comforts of hope without
complying with the terms of the gofpel. Or do you view -
yourfelf as a faint—a real convert? Then yuuo. have ob-
tained grace from Gop in your attendaace on the means
already enjoyed. And will you forfake the very means,.
which Gob has owned and blefled for your converfion 2
Will you rejeét that, which Gop has received 2 Will you
withdraw from the place where Gap has met you? Ap-
ply the Apottle’s advice ; *“ Remember them who are your.
guidcs; and who have fpokean to you the word of Lob,,
whole fzith follow, confidering the end of their converfa-
tion, JEsus CHRIST the {ame yefterday, to-day, and fora
ever. Be not carried about with divers and- ftrange doc--
trines : For it is a good thing that the heart be eftablithed
with grace, not with meats,” with names & forms, ** which.
have not profitted thofe, who have been occupied cherein. ?

2. Qur fubje&t naturally leads us to refleét on.the 1m«
portance of fteadinefs and uniformity in homaa governs
ment : Thus only can it approach to a refemblance of the
Divine Government, in the beauty of its form, the jula
tice of its adminiftration, and the happinefs which 1t im-.
parts to its fubjedls.

Family government ought, in this refpet, to relems
ble the Divine; for thus only can it preferve its dignity
aud command refpeét. If the heads of a family, contend..
ing for fuperiority, controul each, other’s orders, and un«
dermine each other’s authority—if what 15 required at oo
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*ime, ig condemned at another—if commands are 1ffued in
{fuch number and variety, that they can neither be under-
flond, remembered, nor obferved, the houfe foon beconires
a {cene of anarchy and confuflon., It 1s only the calm,
rational and confiftent governmeat, which can be adminif-

tered with an eafy energy, and will be obeyed with promp-
titude and cheerfulnels. -

As in families, fo in larger communities, govern~
ment 1s then inoft beautiful, and efficacious, when, in con-
formity to the Divine pattern, it 1s adminillered with a
gentle and {teady hand.

Human beings cannot look into diftant futority, nor
extend their views far around. Government formed by
fuch beings, 1imperfe&t in itfelf, cannot provide againft all
neceflity of change. Butthe great principles of all good
government are ever the fame ; for thefe are the princi-
ples of morality, which can never change. It will always
be important, that the members of jociety maintain juf-
tice, Integrity, truth and all the relative virtues in their
intercourfe with one another ; and that focieties do the
fame 1n their intercourfe with other focieties. And every
government fhould have thefe virtues wrought into 1ts
conftitution and laws, and preferved in its adminiftration,

Thus far, like the Divine Government, it thould clways
be the fame.

It has fometimes been afked, Whether government and
religion have "any thing to do with each other. If youn
fuppofe, they have not, then you muit fuppofe, that mo-
rality belongs not to rehigion, or belongs not to govern-
ment ; for if it belongs to both, they unavoidably runinto
each other, and cannot be feparated. Now, from which
will you exclude morality ?—Surely from neither. For
without this, religon is mere {peculation or fuperftition ;
government is only intrigue, oppreflion and defpoti{m ; {o-
ciety is difcord, violence and warfare.

They who 1magine, that if religion and governmeht,
in the prefent ftate of things, weie wholly feparated, both
would be more perfe@ ; may as well go a little farther,
anad fay, ¢ If, in fuch a world as this, body and foul were
feparated, both would live much better—the foul would

labor better without a body, aud the body would reafon
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better without a foul.” If a {eparation be made, the foul,
indeed, will live ; bat it will pafs away, and carry with it
all that 1s rational ; and the body will be left a mafs of
corruption, the food of worms. If from government vou
banith religion, the latter will live ; but it will take with
1t all that 1s amiable and excellent ; and government wiil.
be like that putrid carcafs. It may breed and gournih
{fome odious vermin, but tothofe who have their {enfes, 1t
will be an objelt of difguit and horror. Religion 15 con-
nected with government by the principles of morality, as
the foul 1s connected with tue body by the principles of
animation ; and in both cafes, a feparation, though 1t will
not extinguifh the former, yet will be death to the latter.

It has fometimes been faid, and often faid of late, that
the teachers of religion ought not to concern themfelves in
matters which relate to civil government.

The meaning, I {uppofe, is, that they ovught nct to
make thefe matters the ordinary {ubjeéts of their preaching.
For, furely, none will fay, that a minifter, i1n his pru ate
charater, is excluded from the common rights of citizens,
or that he has not the {ame hiberty, which others have, to
form, or fpeak, or publifh his opinion on civil matters, to
write a hiftory, or a diflertation, It may as well be faid,
he has no right to hoid property, to claim a2 compenfation
for his labor, to demand the fulfilment of a contrall, or
even to eat and drink.

To fay, at large, that a2 minifter ought not to preack
on matters of government, certainly 1s not juft, unlefs the
expreflion be much gralified. For, taken inits full lat-
tude, 1t will import, that he may not teach morality, or
may not fhew its ufefulnefs to fociety—may not flate the
principles of government, the focial obligations, the rela-
tive duttes, thofe which rulers owe to the people, and the
people to their rulers and to one another—may not give
warning of impending dangers and of divine judgments—
may not bear teftimony againft the fins which caufe, qr
mention the figns which forebode national calamities—or,
in a word, that he may not preach, as Jesus preached,
and the Prophets before him, and the Apoftles after him.
‘Lhis 1s more than any will preflume to {ay.

But if the meaning be, that the pulpit is not the
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proper piace to frame con Ritutions, fettle forms of govern-
ment, review the domgs of legiflatures, decide on the com-
parative merits of candidates for office, the wi{dom of na-
tional treaties, and other high afs of government, it is
jullly faid ; but {poken too incorreflly and loofely.

Or if the meaning be, that the pulpitisnot the place,
from which to found the trumpet of {edition againit law-
ful authority—to excite a fpirit of difcontent and taction
under a wile adminiftration—to {catter the feeds of anar-
chy and revolution—to defame the charalters of worthy
men 1in places of power ; this is alfo true ; and 1t 1s true
of a court-houle, a tavern, and every other place, as well
as of the pulpat.

Cr if the meaning be, that a mimifter ought not to
neglet the duties of his profefiton for politreal objects—
ought not to exercife bimfelf in matters, which be does
not, and cannot under(tand, but be quiet and do his own.
bufinefs-——ought not, in times of party heat, to inflame
one party againl another, but exemphty and recommend
moderation and candor—ought not to take up matters hal-
tily, and afirm them rafhly, but judge with calmnefs, and
fpeak with caution on the doings of government : This 1s
alfo true; and it 1s as true of every ather man, as of a
minifter.

If this is all that men intend, when they fay, ‘A
minifter thould not interet himfelf in the affairs of gov-
ernment,’” it is prefumed, few minilters will be found, in
the prefent day, who have pafled the line of their duty.

Whence, then, the complaint agzinft them ? [t pro-
eceds from the fame caufle, from which 1t ever has prcceed-
ed. For it is the fame, that has been. It 1s no new thing
under the fun. Whenever any remarkable oppofition has
appeared againft the, religion of (Gob, attacks have been
made on the ftanding and regular teachefs of this religion,
And if they could not be reproached for their bad morals,
they have been accufed of meddling with politics.

Righteous Lot, grieved with the filthy converfation
ef the men of Sodom, warned them of their danger, ana
exhorted them to amendment. And what was the confe-
quence ? They faid, *¢ This fellow will needs be a_judge ;™
and had they not been providentially reftrained, they would
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Lave broken down lus houfe, and done violence to his pere

fon. When Jercboam, at the head of the ten tribes, witha

drew from the houfe of David, and ereted a feparate

kingdom, he, on motives of policy, 1aftituted the worihip

of 1dols. The regular priefts, adhering to the inftitutions

of Gop, refufed to comply with the impious innovation.

And becaufe they would not be the tools of this wicked
policy, he deemed them enemies to hiin and his govern-
ment. And they were compelled to quit their houfes

and pofleflions, and take refuge in the kingdom of Judah.

And the king, from the lowefl of the people, made him
nitefts, who were ready to facrifice religion to his pohn-
cal defigns,  Ahab intreduced an 1dolatry more grofs than
that of Jeroboam, and corrupted the nation more than all
the kings, who had been before him.  The prophet Elijah,
with a laudable fortitude and zeal, labored to reclaim them
from their corruptions to a pure and rational religion.
For this the king called him bis enemy, and a troubler of
dfrael. Jeremiah, who lived 1o an 1dolatrous period,
faithfully difcharged his prophetic office, in caliing all
clafles of people to repentance and amendment, as the only
means of preventing national ruin. Hence he was called
an enemy to the exifting adminiftration, and a confederate

with the Chaldeans, who were invading the country.
When Amos bare teftimony againft the wickednefs, and
cipecially againft the idolatry of the Jews, and prefled
upon them the neceflity of religion and virtue to avert
impending judgments, Amaziah, the king’s idolatrous
chaplain, complained to the king ; * Amos hath con/pired
againft thee, 1n the midft of the houfe of itrael ; the land
25 not able to bear all his words.” He fays to the proph-
et, ** Flee to the land of Judah—prophefy not in Bethcl.
It 1s the king’s chapel ; it is his coart.” When our Sav-
1or reproved the Jews for their iniquities, and warned
them of approaching deftruftion, they gomplained, that he
inte~fered in matters of government, perverted the na-
tion, called himfelf a king and forbad to give tnibute to
Cefar. The Apoitles preached the gofpel of their divine
mafter, taught the pure worfhip of one Gop, condemued
the corruptions of Jews, and the fuperftitions of heathens,
recommended all the focial virtues, and particularly cbe-
dience to® magiftrates, and peaceablenefs under govern-
ment. But there were often uprears againl them, as
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men who changed eftavlithed cuftoms, and turned the
world uplide down. Ass it was in the days of CurisT and
his Anpotlles, fo, St. Joha foretold, it would be in future
times ; ‘“ The beaft,” {o called,, ¢ would make war upon
the witneffes, while they are performing their teitimony.”

From thefe examples and obfervations it appears,
that, in times of prevailing corraption, it ever has Leen,
and ever will be the complaint of infidels, that the teachers
of religion ditturb the general tranquility by interfering
in nationzal concerns, when their great offence is, that they
{upport the truth and oppofe licentionfnefls without a par-

tial re{pe& to perfons: Thus, ¢ They torment them who
dwell on the carth.”

Such complaints, therefore, whenever they exift, lead
us to thefe two concluftons : Firft ; that the morals of
minifters generally are irreproachable ; for, otherwife,
they would be attacked on the ground of their immoral-
ity, where the charge could moft eafily be fuRained : And,
fecondly, that there are jfome, who bear no good will to
religion ; for its real friends, while they reprobate un-
worthy charalters in the order of religious teachers, will
honor and fupport the order itfelf, and will not vilify it
in the grofs, for a_few unwortby men, or a_few imprudent
altions of worthy men, who belong toit. We may ar-
gue here, as we do in other fimilar cafes. We fuppofe,
that a peaceable citizen may have caufe to fpeak in terms
of difapprobation concerning particular men in oflice:
But if we hear 2 man cenfure and condemn a// officers of
government, as difhoneft, and a// their meafures as cor-
rupt, we conclude, that this man i1s an enemy to govern-
ment itfelf. Such indifcriminate abufe againft religious,
or civil charaéers, of which there has been too much in
our day, may probably proceed from a few perfons of
low and vulgar minds. I know, the clergy in general
difapprove of afperilons on government: And I recolle&
pothing from men in high office reproaching religion orits
minifters. And 1t requires neither numbers nor talents
to fill newf{papers with abufe and {curnlity.

If religion and government are conne&ed by moral
principles, the prudent minifter, by inculcating and ex-
emplifying the duties of morality, does eflential fervice
to governmment and {ociety, as well as to men’s {ouls.
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There are things in religion, which do not effane
tially belong to civil government, though they are all
friendly to 1t; and there areprudential matters in govern.
ment, which do not eflentially beleng to religion, though
they are not inconfiftent with it. But morality belongs
to both. And government, fo far as it relates to virtue
and righteoufnefs, ought not to change. Its prudential
laws may require alterations, as circumflances vary ; but
they ought not to be unneceffarily changed, or multiplied,
left our civil duties thould become too numerous and un-
certain, difcontents and complaints fhould be excited, and
thofe good habits of erder, on which the efficacy of gove
ernmeat depeads, fhould lofe their 1nfluence. If laws ave
fo multiplied that we cannot learn them, or fo often altere
ed that we cannot tell when we have lcarned them, we
never feel that calm fecurity, which government ought
to yield to virtuous citizens. The efficacy of government
depeuds as much on habit 1n the people, as on the wifdom
of its laws. . By frequent alterations, 1t remains always
new ; aiways weak ; always injurions to fome, and ine
convenient to many. Verfatility 1n government, like ir-
regularity 1n the {eafons, baffles our calculations, and dif-
concerts our meafures. A wife people, under an equita-
ble and eafy government, will wiih, that this, like the
governmeat of heaven, may remain fleady and uniform.

- 3. If that which has been, 1s that which {hall be,
then we know, by what means the happinels of our couna
try may be preferved® Let us only confider, how it has
rifen to its prefent glory, and we {hall learn, how this
glory may be continued and extended.

That we have 1n years paft been in a2 profperouns ftate,
none will deny. We now fuffer no national unhappinefs,
except what proceeds from our irregular paflions and cora
rupt manners. And even thefe, from the iniluence of re
ligion and government are under fuch reftraint, that they
cannot produce the horror and mifery, to which they
naturally tend. Itis worth the while to look back and
fee, how we have rifen to our ditlinguifbed profperity
and felicity.

The ficlt fettlers of this country were, 1n general, as
wife and plous a fet of men, as ever emigrated from an

C
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cld to a new world. In a fchool of fufferings they bad
£01med as juft fentiments of a free and rational governs
ment, aad of the ameans of fupporting 1t, as perhaps any
people ever had. They, indeed, difcovered a degree of
religious intolerance ; but this was @ common 1mperfece
ticn ot the age. 3nd penalties by the civil hand were
rarely, if at all, ioflicted, merely for a diffent in religious
opintons ; but chiefly where this diflent was accompanied
with a turbulence of {pirit and condu&, which was judga
ed dangerous to the ftate. They, as foon as i1t was poflie
ble, inttituted 2 government of their own on liberal, but
moral princip'es. They afluciated 1n religious fucieties,
and chofe for their public infiruélors men of eminent
learning and exemplary pilety. They feunded colleges
and {ubordinate {chools for the education of youth, maine
tained religion 1n their houfes; and trained up their chile
d:en 1n habits of induftry, virtue and fober morals. They
felected for their rulers thofe whom they efteemed able
men—men who feared Gop and honoied religion, The
civil and r-ligious 1nflitutions, which they introduced,
were tranfmitted to their children, and their children’s
children, and have reached down to us. We enjoy them,
and we experience the happy eff:&s of them.

Had our fathers lived, like hordes of favages, witha
out governaient, fchools and focial worfhip, we fhould
not, at this day, have exifted as a nation, or thould have
been in a ftate of ignorance, barbarifin and bondage. Re-
ligion, which with them was a governing objedl, extende
ed its benign influence into all their private and public
concerns, and meliorated the condition of fuciety in all its
grades. Even the wicked and unprincipled members nare
took of the focial bleflings, which religion diffufed. Their
evil propenfities were reftrained by virtuous examples,
their manners were correfted by the public exercifes of
devotion, on which common ufage induced them to attend,
and their knowledge was increafed and their minds ima
proved by the means of education, which they enjoyed in
common with others.

In times of public danger, the people, realizing theic
dependence on (.oD, fled to his throne for prote&ion,
and experienced {uch gracious and, feafonable interpofi-

ticns, a8 demonfirated, that fervent and united prayers
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| avail much., Some now living can remember, what 2
{pi> 1t of prayer foread through New-England 1n the time
| of the important expeditinn to Louifbourg ; and in the
I year foilowing, when our coafts were threatened with
| general deftruion from a formidable fleet and army ot
| the French ; and how vifibly the hand of Gop appeared
! in our favor. Many can recolle®, how a fimilar fpirit
| was awakened in the tvime of our revolutionary war.
| Fafts were folemnized in all the States, and through the
| Union ; prayers were offered 1n every tanctuary, in all
| the dwellings of the picus, and in the atlociations of
§ Chrittian peighbors. The iffue and refult we all know,
| A refpe@able minifter in Britain, hearing of the rebigivus
| zeal in America, was led publicly to fay, ¢ Britain trufts
in her fleets and armies ; the thinks them omnipotent ; the-
| Jaughs at refiftance ; the forgets the divine overruling
| hand.  America, feeling her comparative weaknefs, but.
conicious of the juftice of her caufe, lies proftrate at the
§ throne of Gop. The pride of Britain will-be humbled ;
| the prayers of America will be heard.” His prediétion
| bas been verified. Gop will flill be enquired of ; he 1s.
| fill 2 Gop who heareth prayer.

| We have feen, in what way, ard by what means, .

[ sur nation has rifen when it was {mall, and lived, when
it was 1o danger. If Gobp's government is-uniform, then

f we know,. 1n what way, and by what means our natione.
al freedom and happinefs may be fecured and 1mproved.

- If a philofopher thould tell us, that literary and reli-
| gious inftitutions are a ufelefs tronble and expenfe ; that
| human nature and civil fociety, left to themfelves, tend
! to perfe@tion, and will foon reach it, whenever thofe in-
g ftitutions are laid afide ; we may give im the fame an..
 {fwer, as we wouid give a theorift 1n hufbandry, who
j thould tell us, that the clearing, cultivating and manur-
3 ing of our ground, and the fowing of feed uponit, are all
B but needlefs labor and coft ; that the foil in its nature,
| tends to perfeibility, and, left to itfelf, will {pontanes.
oufly produce all the neceflaries and comforts of human
life, In both cafes, we may reply, The theory is con-.
g trary to all experience ; we and our fathers. have found
g 1t otherwife in time paft, and the thing which hath been

{ is-that which fhall be,
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If we with ftiil to maintain the national liberty and
happinefs, whish we inherit from our fathers, we mulft,
in imitation of their example, attend to the interefls of
Jearning and religion, cultivate the focial virtues, and
thofe principles of piety, on which the {ncial virtues de-
pend, and pay-a devout regasrd to the divine mnflitutions,
which are the means of piety, fuch as the {abbath, the
preaching of the word and the forms of focial worthip.
If we imagine, that we can be happy as a people, when
religion i1s treated with contemptuous negleét, we muft
fuppofe, that the plan of the Divine Government hag |
Jately been changed, and that the thing which has been, }
35 that which fhall not be. '

If in this happy land the time {hould ever come, and |
Gop grant, 1t never—never may, when the virtuony §
and pious education of children is neglefted 2as a foolifh
and f{uperftitious ufage—~when the holy fcriptures are de-
fpifed as the legends of idle dreamers, or the frauds of de- |
figning impoftors—when the fabbath lofes its diftin&tion |
from other days, and is proflituted to fecular bufinefs
and vamn amufements—wheun {ocial worfhip 1s repudiated, |
as a filly and ufelefs ceremony—when the Divine Moral
Government and a future retribution are no longer re- |
vered, or even belicved by the body of the people—when |
confcquently oaths are laid afide, or confidered as mer=s |
formalities of office, without a binding efficacy—when, |
in the ele@ion of rulers, no difcrimination i1s made be.-
tween them who fear Gop, and thofe who fear him not
—Dbetween the men who revere, and the men who con-
temn religion—If fuch a time {hould ever come, the glo-|
ry and happinefs of America will depart, and miferies
hitherto unexnerienced will enfue. In fuch a ftate of {o-|
ciety, all fecunty will be lolt ; for government will yield ]
| ¥ anarchy, or become a tyranny A government both|
liberal, and efficient never was, never will be, never can
be long maintained without the influence of religious prin.
ciples.

~ As we profefs to.regard the intereft of our con ntry,
and our own and the common falvation, let us do all in

our power to fupport thofe religious inftitutions, which
our fathers honored, and which were fo beneficial to them,

and which hitherto have been, and ftill may be highly
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afeful to us. Let us maintain religion in onr familiex;
regard the LORD’s day and attend on the worfhip of his
houfe. Let us cultivate peace and harmony in {ociety,
encourage virtue, and teftify againft vice, hold 1n juft ab-
horrence the principles, which tend to vitiate the morals
of mankind, and diforganize civil fociety. Let us pray
for the fpread of the gofpel in the world, and efpecially
in the unenlightened parts of America, and coatribute
our aid to its diffufion and fuccefs. Above all, let each
one fee that the gofpel has 1ts proper influence 1n his own
heart. Thus will his light fhine before men, and maany,
feeing his good works, will glotify Gop : And whatever
changes, adverfities and dangers he may fee in this corrupt
and guilty world, he will be fafe under the divine protec=
tion, and in due time be exalted to that better flate, where
13 fulnefs of joy and everlafting pleafure.

FINIS



