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PRODUCE your Emzﬁu Jah the Lord, bring forih your
frong reafons, faztb the Kzrzg of Facob.

TO preferve the knowIedgc of true: religron, when
the world was generally overfpread with ignorance and
dolatry, God fele@ted a particular people, the defcen-
lants of Abraham, to whom he made known himfelf
In a peculiar manner, and committed a diftin& reves
lation of his will. This revelation came to them fup=
ported by wmiracles and confirmed by the fulfilment.of
prophecies. But in the time of the prophet Haiah there:
were many, as in former times there-had been fome,
who, rejecting the true God, and the revelation whicly
he had given them, adopted the idolatrous worthip of
the h‘eathens' aronnd them. To thefe infidels he-addrefe:
fes himfelf in the text And his addrefs is' deliverediin.
the moft folemn manner—in the name of JEROvVAR,; the.
Ki:Ne of Jacob. He calls upon them; firft, to ftate

their caufe ; and, then, to fupport it by convincing ar-
guments. ¢ Produce your caufe-~bring forth yous

ﬁrong reafons- , )

THE caufe of thofe ancient infidels was idolatry.
| They
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They did not. rcje& all 1dcas of rehg:on. That there
muft be fuch.a thing, and that it was a matter of real
importance, they freely acknowledged. Butwhether
the religion taught by the Jewifh revelation, or the
idolatry praltifed 2mong the heathens, deferved the
preference, was the gréat queftion. The caufe of mo-
dern infidels, at leaft of many of them, is abfolute irre-
ligion, ~The queftion is not between Chiiftian:. -«
another religion affuming te be divine—bhut b+ -
Chriftianity and uo. religion at.all..

In eithier caufe, it is incumbent ot the unbeliever,

difcarding and oppofing the {cripture revelation, to ex-
hibit fome competent reafons.

"Fue Chriftian, who receives the gofpel as diving
ought to have fome good. reafons for his faith; fora
wife man will not give himfelf up to the guidance, nor
place his hope on the promifes of a religion, for which
he can fee no foundation. But if the. Chriitian fhould.
bhave a reafon for his faith ; the infidel thould have, at
leaft, as firong a reafon for his unbelief.. Ifitis weak-~
nels to depend on the promifes of a religion which mey
be falfe; it .is madnefsto challenge the threatnings of 8
religion which may be true. If in the former cale, @
man fhould be able to bring forth his reafons. ;. furely
in the latter cafe he fhould be able to bring- farth firong

rcalons, and fhould declarc them, th'lt he may be Jﬂf"

uﬁcd.. As
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As. thisis a day when inﬁdeli'rt-y appears with unufual
woldnefs, and advances with threatenng progrefs, to
+he hazard: of: our national freedom and happinefs, as
well as to the danger of our future falvation, 1 fhall
zonfider this challenge of ‘the prophet in accommodation
to thofe who rejeék the gofpel of -Chrift, and who la-
bour to diffeminate the carruptions. of infidelity.

I SHALL SHEW,
[, THAT they who oppofe the gofpef, ought to bring
forth ftrong.reafons to juftify their condudt. -

Ii. WHAT reafons they muft be able.to'produce, before
they can be juilified.

[IT. WaarT kind. of reafons-they in falt do preduce, 3nc'1'

how infufficient thefe reafons .are to vindicate their
caufe.

1. Tsnart {(hew, that they who oppofe the fcripture re-

velation ought to have fome ﬁrong'reafons to juftify
their conduét,

It ts agreed, that a chriftian ought t'o‘_'b_e,ﬁlevé and aét
ratidnally-;-tl}at whoever receives:the_gofpe‘l. as a reve-
lation from God thould have fome gdod réafo'n'to be-
iieve, thar 1t rcally 1s fuch; For in 2 matter of this
high 1mportance, to bcl:eve 1mplicitly—~—to adt bllndly
~—t0 follow trad:tlon, or cuflom without examining
whither it leadls, is weak and childith. But to rejet
-and oppofe revélation blindly and without evidence of
its being-falfe, is- equally.childifh; and fax-moxe.dange-
.TOUS, L , HERE

- I oF 8
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1FEpRE1s abodk, whichiprofeflosto be divinew—asvork
swhich calls itfelf a revelatien from !God, .and which
demands our attention and regard, If it really I
what it callsitfelf, then ivmuft beinfinitely important :
“For the things which it contains, relate to our happinefs,
not only in theprefentlife, but through eternity. Aad
if a man fhould have. goad evidence of its truth, before
he ventures to receive it; furely he theould have firons

evidence of 1ts falfehood befme he prefumes to r’ .

X. THJE-chri-ﬁiainIyﬁ'em-hés.long'éxi&ed in the world,
and 1s regarded, by great numbers of mankind, .and by
rultitades of wife, honeft and virtuous men, as of di-
vine authority. 'It therefore ought not to-be carelefsly
thrown afide, or rafhly oppofed; but, at leaft, to be
treated with candour and decency, and examined wih

tairnefs and impartiality.

ITs general reception in our own country, is ‘not, of |
itfelf, a fufliciént reafon why we fhould ZeZeve it to be
true 3 but it is a fuflicient réa:fon, why we fhould ex-
amine whether it is not true., To belleve a. religion .
‘mere]y becaufe others believe it, is indeed a weaknefs ;
but to rejelt, without enqmry, 2 rehgmn which 1s ge- :,
nerally revered, difcovers an intolerable pnde and van-
ity of hcart, and AN mexcnfable contempt of mankind.

Tne religion df"ther_gﬂfpel is: undeniablyufefulif

-beneficial :in- the prefent: life. 1 Jt ternds to make:men
Detter
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hetter and happier, to improve human nature, and
to meliorate the condition of the world. And a man
muft have fome firong reafons to _]ufhfy him 1n oppol-
ing {uch a religion.

TuE gofpel contains a pure, uncorrupt, perfett {yi-
tem of morals. It requires all thofe virtues which.
contribute to the happinefs, and condewns all thofe vi-
ces which tend to the mifery of man, in his perfonal,
relative and focial capacity. Tt injoins: induftry, fru-
sality, ternperance, fobriety and felf-government on the
individoal ; and juftice, peace, truth, fidelity and bene-
volence on the citizen and the neighbor.. Itis mani-
left, that if the religion of the gofpel governed the

world, there would be as much happinels among men,

a5 1s confiftent with a mortal cendition; and, on the
L ] L- N L & P
contrary, if pratical oppefition to this religion (hould

univerfally prevail, all peace, fecurity, confidence andd
hzppinels would be banifhed from the earth.

-

ThE great ufe and defign of civil government 1s to
enforce on men the fame manners, whiclt the gofpel, 1n

£2, recommends.. This is, therefore, a mighty md to
covernment ; and, if it only hadits properinflaence,
end produced its defigned effedt, government would be-
come very fimple and ealy—It would have nothing
more to do, than jutl to regulate the prudentiuls of fo-
eicty—It would fuperfede the neceflity of punilhments
-~It would mightily centradt the bufinefs of legilators

A 3 and
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and diminifh the labour oifjudges‘._ And even the pre-
fent influence of the gofpel, where it is acknowledged
and maintained, greatly facilitates and firengthiens civil
government, and befriends and meliorates the condition
of human fociety. Let it once be exploded ; and the
itate of mankind will foon be changed mnuch for the
worle, If there 35 no inherent principle to govern
thiem, they muft be held under reftraint, znd kept 1
order by the power of external punifhment. ‘“There
will confequenily be no {fuch thing,as civil liberty ;. for
wwhat hberty remains to thofe who are ruled like brutes,
or driven like flaves, by pain and terror ? In propor-
tion as virtuous principle is weakened, coertion muit be
increafed ; and as the former is firengthened, the latter
may be diminithed.

LET a2 nation afflume the pureit republicanifm, and
work into their conftitution the moft refined principles
of liberty ; and then explode the doéirines which reli-

gion teaches and the virtyes which. it inculcates ; and

their fine.wrought threads will be wiped away like.a
cobweb, and chains will {upply the place,

SURELY then the infidel, who rejefts and oppofes the
sofpcl, muft have fome mighty reafons to juftify his
condult—reaflons firong cnough to overbalance the
peace, fafety, liberty and happinels of men 1n the pre-
feut ftate.  Dut what can thefe reafons he ? What mil-

chicf can the gofpel do, to be putin balance gainit 211111
the
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the benefits, which men altually experience from it?
If there were any doubt concerning its ‘divine authori~
iy, yet a friend to human happinefs would with its cre--

jit and influence, in regard of the real advantage which:
it brings to the world.

3. THE man who bclieves and obeys the gofpel, aéls

on the fafe fide ; all the rifk 1s on his part who re~
ells 1t.

Tuis obfervatton is brought forward, not as a con=
lafive evidence, that the gofpel is true ; butas a firong’

srgument, why none fhould oppofe 1t, until they cam
prove, it 1s not true,

THE gofpel inftruts us, that we are moral and. ac-
wuntable beings-——that there is a future fiate of retribu-
tion—rthat eternal felicity or wretchedne{s awaits men——-
that the way there marked Teads to happinefs, and. the
contrary courfe terminates i1n mifery..

I'r all thisis true, nothing can be more important’
than the gofpel. The infidel fuppofes, all this to- be
falfe. The importance of religion, if were true, he can-
not deny. But his fecurity is, that the whole {yftem
of the gofpel is fititious—that there is no future retri-
bution—and confequently nothing to be feared from a
courfe of vice.

Now if the authority of the gospel were cver fo doubt-
fully.
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ful, yet the chriftian has this great advantage, that he
has taken the fafe fide. Ifthe gofpel fhould prove falfe,
he ultimately fnffers nothing by his faith : If it {hould
prove true, the infide! i3 undone by his unbelief, At
any rate, the chriftian is as fafe, as the. infidel; for if;

there is no future ftate, there can be no diftinétion. On:

the contrary fuppofition, the fincere chriftian only is:
{afe : the infidel is miferable. WNothing, therefore, can!
julify a man in rejecting and oppofing the gofpely but
abfolute demonfiration of its falfehood. And wherels.
the man who can bring againft it fuch a firong realon as;
this? The chriftian is juftified, if he believes and alts;
only on probability.. The infidel cannot be jultified in;"i
alting on any evidence inferior to clear and decifive cer-
tainty. If the former is weak in his faith, the latter:
is rnad in his unbelief., If the chriftian ought to haves
a reafon why he believes the gc:;fpeli, the unbecliever

fthould have a ftronger reafon, why he rejets 1t 3 for the‘}:

former rifks nothing ; thelatter hazards every thing. .

.4. STRONG reafons may he, and'havehb_een. produccdjﬁ
to prove that the gofpel is divine : The infidel, before,
he can juftify himfelf in oppofing it, muft produce:

fironger reafons to difnrove its divinity..

THE roodrefs of the chrifiian {cheme 1s no inconfiders-
able arpument in its favour. Jtteaches us the charac;

ter and government-of God ; reprefents him as mc;'clfubj

td
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to forgive finners; points out a wonderful way in which
he wereifzs hits mercy towards them ; {tates the terms
of our acceptance, and opeuns to our view glorious proi~

pects beyond this fhort life. It inflructs us in the du-
iies which we oweto God, to ourfelves, and to one an-

other. It furnifhes us with the belt confolations in ad-
verfity and with the moft animating afliftances to every
~ood work. 1In aword, it gives us all things which
pertain to life and godline{s thro’ the knowledge of 2
Saviour, who has called ns to glory and virtue. Its
uniform defign 2nd tendency is to promote human hap-
pinefs—to make men ufeful to one another, and com-~
fortable to themfelves in this world, and to preparc
them for, and thus aflure them of {uperior felicity 1n
Suture world.  An inftitution {o friendly and benevo-
lent—{fo perfeétly adapted to the nature and condltiom
of man—I{o conducive to his peace and comfort, hope
and happinefs, muft have originated from a waile and
benevolent Being.

THE unity of its defign, the harmony of 1ts parts
the purity of its precepts, and the tendency of 1t3 doc-
trines, all confpire to eftablifh its credibility.

TurE miracles wrought in favour of the gofpel prove:
lts divinity. For it is certain that a Being of truthand

goodnefs would not miraculouily 1interpofe to fuppers
the caufe of error, fraud and delufion.

THAT there was fuch a perfon as Jefus of Nazaretis
B PR
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wlio called himflf the Son of God, and a teacher f{ent

from him——that this perfon lived in a very holy man.

nery took much pains in inftro&ting mankind, and per-

formed many great and aftonifhing works, {fuch as were
far beyond the power of man—that he voluntarily {ub-
mitted to a very cruel kind of death, and in a fhort
time, according to his own prediction, rofe again from
the dead and appeared to many who had before known
him, and who now perfe@ily recognized him—that this
perfon hud a number of difciples and attendants, who
were educated under his care, and whom he afterwards
font forth to intru& mankind in his do&rines, and to
work miracles in his name~—that by their preaching
&hd miracles the religion of their maiter made a rapid
progrels, and obtained an extenfive {pread and credit 11
the world—that thefe things were real falts, we have

all the evidence, which reafon can demand. A pumbcr
of men-—no lefs than Eight—who were contemporar}
with Felus, and fome of them his difciples, have writte:
narratives of his life, do&rines, works, death and refur-
reftion ; or have written publick letters, in which
thefe things are acknowledged and 1lluftrated. Their

Wiitlsn gs were matters of immediate and genelal 11ot0=

ricty, were received as genuine and authentic 1n the

time when they apneared, and as fuch have been hand-

ed along, from age to age, down to the prefent day. Iz

every age there are hiftorians and others, who vouch .
| the |

]

L A



[ 15 ]

the credit and reception of thefe writings, in the age in
which they refpedtively lived. There isno intimation,
that the authors of thefe writings were ever convited
of fraud ; noris therc any contemporary or fucceediﬁg
hiftorian, who pretends to difprove the fafls, which

they have aflerted, or to fhow that the chriftian {cheme
isa Ation invented to impofe on mankind. On the

contrary, the leading and moft important falts rclated
in the gofpel writings, are acknowledged by other anci-
ent hiftorians. We have, thercfore, all the evidence,
which hiftory, in fuch a cafe, could be {uppofed to give
us, that there was fuch a perfon as Jefus Chrift—that
he tanght the dofirines and performed the works =af-
cribed to him in the New Teftament—and that he had
d:fciples, who, after him, preached his religion and
wrought miracles in his name, with mighty fuccefs.
Aad if fuch miracles were really performed, the religi-

on defigned to be eflablifhed by them is divine.

ADD to this; There are many prophecies, delivered
by Jefus and his apoftles, pointing to events, great 1n
their nature, and fome of them, in human view, impro-
bable, which were to take place i1n times then future,
and even far remote. Thefe nrophecies have, from age
o age, been verified by moft remarkable completions.
The deftruction of Jerufalem by the Romans—the cap-
tivity and difperfion of the Jews, and there prefervati-
on a3 a dftin& peoplein their fcattered and diforganiz-

ed.
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ed condition —the apoftacy of 2 great part of the chriftie
an church—the 1ntroduélion of idolatry into ite—its fe-
vere and terrible perfecutions—the fupport of pure
chriftianity in times of the greateft ignorance and cor-
ruption—the rife of an impious and tyranical power in
tlie church—the cruelty, growth and long continuance
of this power—the miferies which it fhould produce—
its decline and final extin&ion—and the fubfequent re-
vival and {pread of the pure religion of Jefus, are events’
plainly ferctold ; moft of them have altually been ace
comnlilied ; and others appear to be haftening toward
2 completion.  Such a remarkable correfpondence bea
razen the predi&ions of the gofpel and the hiftory ot the
ciurch, 1s a firong reafon why we fhould acknowledge
the former to be given by the 1n{piration, and the latter
t0 be condullted by the pro‘videnpe of (zod.

iNo falfe reiigion has ever produced this evidence.
Hence the prophet thus challenges the worfhippers of
heathen gods ; ¢ Produce your caufe—Dbring forth your
itrong reafons., Let them bring forth and fhew us
what fhall happen. Let them fhew the former things
what they be, that we may confider them, and know the
jatter end of them ; or declare us things to come
hereafter, that we may know that ye are gods: Yea, do
good, or do evil, that we may be difmayed and behold 1t
together. “Behold, ye are of nothing, and your work
of nought ; an abomination is he that choofeth you.”

Ir the rcligion tapght in the fcriptures has been re-
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cived by great multitudes of mankind-——by many of
the wifeflt and beft of men, who have carefully examine.
led it—if it is a religion highly ufeful to focietics and to
individuals—if it is attended with no danger, but all
the danger lies on the other fide—and if it 15 fupported
by evidences as ftrong and convincing as the nature of
LIG cafe will admit ; then the infidel who ventures te
ieject and oppofe 1t, muft produce fome ftrong reafons,
ibcfore he can be juftified.

1I. WnaT reafons thefe muft be, we fhall now {hew.

As there are different degrees of infidelity, we {hall view
Jth1s cafe in different lights.

1. Ir the infidel dentes all religion, it concerns him
dio demonftrate, that there is ne divine government oY
diccncy in the univerfe—that men are not moral and ace.
countable creatures—and that there is no future ftate of
retributinn.—If thefe are his fentiments, then let him
Jiive a rational account of the exiftence of the world:
;'_: ad all the creatures which he beholds, and of the bean-
{\7: orderand harmony which nature prefents to bis eyeso

A f he fays, Thisisnot the work of a fclf-exiftent and in.
telligent Greator ; but the mere cffe of chance ; let him
TI' hew, that chance ufually worles in this regular and con-

_ﬁ[lent manner. It is abfurd to fay, that chance works
rationally in the produétion and government of the
Wmld 1f it is irregular in every thing elfe. Let him then
i'uPPC*rt his theory by obvious examples., Let him fhew,

4 that the cafual firokes of 2 pencil will produce a finifhed:



[ 18 ]

fandfcape—that a cafe of types thrown down fortuitoufly
will all ftand eret, and arrange themielves into a fyftem
of philofophy—that ink {prinkled at random on paper

will bring forth an epic poem. Let hirn fhew that fimi-
lar effe&ts will follow a thoufand times fucceilively withe-
out failing 10 a {ingle inftance. Or,

2. IF he acknowledges that men are moral and ac.
countable creatures, but defpifes the peculiar doétriues.
of the gofpel relating to the redemption of mankind,
then it is incumbent on him to prove that we are ina
ftate of moral perfe&tion—that we lave not oftended
- God——that there is no corruption 1n onr nature or wick-
ednefs in our pra&tice—that confequently we ftand 1a
no need of that renovation and pardon, which the golpel
propofes; and that the atonement of a Saviour, and the
influence of divine grace are vain and fuperfluous. For.
if weare moralbeings and have fallen 1nto depravity and
guilt, then we are dependent on the grace of God for
a title to, and preparation for the l;appine{'s of a
future life:; and we need information, whether
on any terms ; and, if on any, on what terms God will
exercife his grace towards us. If it 1s once admitted,
that we are moral and finful creatures, theinftru&ions,
difcoveries and promifes of the gofpel are credible and

important. |

]
IF the re@itnde, virtue and innocence of the humas

race are aflerted, in oppofition to the gofpcl then let 1t
be thewn, whence arife wars and fightings among na-
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dons ; and robberies, murders, thefts, rapes and vio-

lences among citizens ; or let it be fairly proved that
:licfe are not evils, and that they tend not to the mifc-

rv, but rather to the happinefs of mankind. Or,

3. iF he rejeéts the gofpel-fcheme as faulty or defec-
tive-——not adapted to the nature, or adequate to the ex-
igencics of man, or not fupported by competent evis
dence ; let him producc one that 1sbetter~—more agree-
able to the divine charaéter—more fuitable to human

wants—and attended with move decifive proofs of its

*iivi'uity.

THE gofpel has came to men with the words of etet-
nal life : They who for{ake it, and call others to follow
them, fhould firlt counfider whither they will go, and
where they will ftop. To fet men afloat, without di-
refting them to a {hore—to undermine their prefent

standing without leading them to fafer ground, 1s un-
kind and inhuman.

IF any pretend, that there -is a Detter religion than
the gofpel teaches, letthem produce it and fubmit it to
4 comparifon. Let them come forward withtheir more
perfe&t fcheme-—with fomething that will render men
more virtuous and happy-—fociety more peaceable and
fecure~—government more eafy and eflicacious—futuri-
ty more bright and glorious. Until they can do this,
and this none ever have done, let them, at leaft, be con-

tent that the gofpel thould doall the good it can, *Or,
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4. Ir they pretend the gofpel 1s merely a human con.
trivance ; let them not oppofe it by loofe declamation,
or unconviacing ridicule ; bhut bring forth {ome ftrong

and corent reafons to difprove its divinity.

Lzt them make 1t appear, to the convidtion of a ra-
tionz] miand, that there never was {uch 2 perion as the
one defcribed in the New Teftament, under the name
of Jefus Chrift ; or, if there was one called by that
name, that he never taught the doétrines, or performed
the works afcribed to him ; that there were no fuch
ftrange circumftances attending his death, and no fuch
clear teftimonics of his fpeedy refurreftion as have becr
pretended—that there never were fuch men as we call
the apoitles and difciples of Jefus ; men who went about
teaching & working wirucles inhis name, & who fuftered
the lofs ofial! things in [upportof his caufe ; but that the
whole ftory, which we have in the New Teftament, 15 2
grolsforgery—anartful ficmentanddevice. Letthemnot
think that, in fo important a cafe, their bare affertions
will be fuflicient to conirons ~1l the pofitive evidence in

favour of the gofpel. Let them bring forth {trong rea-
fons. Let them firew us, when this forgery of the gof- .
pel was contrived, and by what means 1t {o {irangely
{ucceeded. Let them fhew, when 1t was deteted and
expoled ; who were the men thac made the difcovery,
and what was the evidence which convinced them of
the fraud. Let them produce 2 number of hiftorians,
living in the time and place of the tranlutior, and ac-

T R T I R ] e N
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tually concerned in it, who have given an account of
the deteGiion. Let them make it appear that thefe hif-
Lorians were honeft, undefigning men, who tacyiliced
211 their worldly interefts and profpeéts 1in fupport ol
their narrative. Let them bring proof, thar the nuicry
of this important difcovery was publifhed immediateiy,

when the affair was frefh 1n the minds of all men ; has
been renewed inevery age fince ; is handed down to the

prefent time, and has never been confuted by -any, o/
doubted by thofe who have examined 1t. Until widera

can do this, they have nothing ro put 1n balance agatoil
the external evidence, which accompanies the gofpel.

Norrnine of this kind has ever appearcd, and we are
“ure, that nothing likc it exifts. If it did exift, the
cnemies of the gofpel would long ago: bave nroduced it
in fupport of their caufe. And if there 1sno hiftorical
cvidence which canbeprodunced to invalidate that which

often has been exhibited in defence of the gofpel, the
tatter muil fiand firm and unmoved.

We proceed, as was propof&d,

III. To make fome obfervaticus npon the manner
in which infidels oppofe the gofpel, and upon the weak-
nels of the reafons which they alledge for tlhic rejeclion
of it.

Trney will not mect revelation on [aiv ground ; bnt
rather play around its outworks. They will not enter
into the merits of itscaufe, orreft the 1tluc o1t on that

13 2
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kind and degree of evidence, which 1s Judged competent
in all other caufes ; but rejefting the 1dea of a revela.
tion as abfurd, and 2ll evidence 1n 1ts favour as infuf-
ficient, they employ mifreprefentation, wit and {atircto
render the {criptures ridiculous. Tliey will not take
them in a colleCted view, as cexhibiting a {cheme of
doltrinal and pradtical religiom ; but, fclelting particu-
lar pufiages, exprefitons or circumilances, they give
thefle o ludicrous turn, and. thus endeavor to difcredit
the whole.

THz manner in which the enemies of vrevelation have
made their attocks upon it, indicates their confcioufnels
cf its fuperior firength.  Ifreafon could have ftood a-
gainft it, this slone would have been brought to the
charge, and iuch cootemptible auxiliaries as ridicule

and lempoon would have been difinifled from the fervice.

- - - - r:
+38 a {peewmen of the manner 1n which infidels oppot

¥evelation, we will fiate, aud anfwer fome ol thelr prin-
eipzal objeflions.

1. SoME compluin, that there are odfcurities in ferip-
ture.——And what if there are ?—Is it f{irange that 2
book, written fo many ages azo, fliould contain fome
thinags hard to be underflood? Prophecies are, 10 thelr
siature, chfcure, until they are elucidated by the cvents.
T'here are, in feripture, fome allufions to cuitoms an-

ciently exifting, but now obfolete—lience certain paila-

ges may be dark toa modern reader. But, then, there
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is 1o duty or doirine of feripture, which 1s left doubt-
ful; for nothing important is made to depend on a fingle
paflage. Jf one text cannot be underftood, therz are
till enough which may ; and-the do@rine or duty hidden
i the dark paflage, 1s fully difcovered in a hundred

plain ones. Thus the wife Author of this facred book
has efte€tually guarded againft any real danger from

thofc accidental obf{curities, which might take place in

acourle of ages. If in rcading the ftatute book of the
ftate, you fhould find a certain law, or the preamble toa

particular aét, {o oblcure, that yoﬁ were 1n doubt of its
true meaning, would you thence conclude, that the
whole book was aforgery, and thatitnever pafled the
autliority of the flate ? This would be as reafonable, as

to rejell the bible, becaufe you now and then meet with
2 dark text.

2. THE1nfidel alledges, that the miracles and wonders
related in {cripture are incredible, and that no evidence
can render them otherwife.——By why are they incredi-
ble ? If there is 2 God, certainly his power is equal to
all the works afcribed toit. It is as ealy to reanimate
a dead'man, as to crecate a living man——as ealy to re-
figre a withered limb, as to make a new one—as eafy
to quiet a ftorm, as to raife one——as cafy to increale a
few fmall loaves of bread into a competency for thou-
{ands of people, as to mﬁltiply your feed intoa plenti-
ful harveft—as ealy to check the progrefs of the fun

and moon,as to put them in motion. In reference to
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the divine power, there 1s nothing difficult, and nothnw |
iucredible in any of the miracles of {cripture. The
enly queftion is, whether there is any reafon, why the
Deity fhould thus deviate from the ordinary courfe of
his operations. If thereis fuch a reafon, then the mi-
racles are credible. If it i1s credible that a God of in-
finite goodnels thould beftow on his rational creatures a
revelation of fome important truths, which otherwife
they could not lears, then it is credible,.that he would
give them fome kind of evidence to fatisfy them of the
divine aunthority of this revelation. And what evis
dence could be more folemn and decifive in {uch a cafe,
than miracles wrought by thofe who were charged with

the publication of it 2 The importance and benevolence
[ the occaficn render the miracles reafonable, and the
power and wifdom of God render them pradticeble. 1t
is therefore higlhly credible that miracles may be
wrought, and hiftorical teftimony makes it morally
certain, that they have been wrought.,

5. THE oppofers of the gofpel afkk ; if fuch extraor-
dinary works have been done, why have they not been
reiated by profane hiftorians, fo called ? Why muft we
depend, for cur information, on chr:/fian writers, who
muit be fuppofed to be interefted and prejudiced per-
fons ?——Aun idle queltion this—as if a relater of falls,
in order to his beiug bﬁlicvea, muit himiclf difbelieve
the falls, or the necceflary confequences of the fadls,

wwiitch he relates. Hercecare anumber of hiftorians, who




[ 25 ]

relate thefe wonderful works. They  helicved thefe
works were really done in the manncer which they have

narrated. 'They confequently believed that the religion
thereby attefted was divine. Buat muft thefe hiftorians
be difcarded, becaufe they believed their own narration
of falts, or becaufe they felt the evidence arifing from
thele facts?  Is this an eftablifhed rule in examining the
credibility of other hiftories, to rejelt all thofe as falfe,

which the writers believed to e true ?

BurT the truth is, there are profane hiftorians, who
mention many .of the extraordinary things related 1n
fcripture ; and if thelr teftimony 1s of any advantagc,

this advantage we have.

A PARTICULAR objeltion has been raifed againft the
Gld Teftament from the filence of profune hiftorians
concerning the changes in the heavenly bodies, in the
time of Jofhua, and afterward in the reign of Hezelki-
ah, as they are related in the books of Jofhua and
the Kings. Thefe new appearances in the lieavers, it
15 {aid, had they been real, muft have been fo confpicu-

ous as to be generally obferved, and fo fingular as to be

abundantly recorded.

Rut it fhould be remembered, that there are no pro-
fane hiftories extant, which were written {o carly as the
time of Jofhua; and however obfervable the phenome-
non of the fun’s {tanding #ill might be, no authentic,

C
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cotemporary record of 1t, but the fcriptural one, coyld
come cown to us. lhe retrocefiion of the {un in the
time of liczekiah 1s related not only in the fecond book
of Kings, but alfo in thebook of Ifaiah, who profefles
to have been a witnefs of 1t. It was noticed in Baby-
lon, {o that the king fent meflengers to Hezckiah to ob-
tain a wmore particular account of it. Befides; as

Bithop Patrickk 1n his commentary remarks, Herodotus,

onc of the oldeft profane hiftorans, whofe works are

now extant, and who travelled mto Syria and Egypt &
other parts to colle¢t materials for his hiftory, men-

tions a tradition in INgypt concerning {fome extraordi-
nary motions of the fun, which had formerly been ob-

{ecrved m that country ; but which produced no lafting
alteration in the earth, or the river, or in any thing
clfe.  This tradition may be {uppofed to refer to the

appearances related i {cripture.

a. DEISTICAL writers have charged the feripture
with containing many plain inconfiftencics and contra-
di&ions, and thence have inferred the doubtful antho-

rity of the whole.

1 xvow of no literal inconfiftences in feripture, of
any confequence, but what may be, and have been ra-
tionally explained and reconciled. Thofe which are
pretended lie chiefly in the hiftorical and chronological
parts of {cripture, {o that, 1f they were real, no doc-

.rine or precept is affe€ted by them. If in a book
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written fo many ages ago, and fo often tranfcribed,

fome {mall inaccuracies have happened, it isnot {frange.
The {mall {lips and miftakes of tranfcribers have never

been thought to 1nvalidate the authcnticity of other

books: Why thould they qf this ?

IT is pretended that the evangelifis difagrce 1n the
accounts which they give of Chrift’s refurreftion ; and

ilh1s 1s an important article.

Burt chriftian writers have made it appear, to the {a-
tistaction of candid minds, that thefe difagreements are
only relations of different circumitances of the cvent,
which were omitted by one evangelift, and noticed by
another. “Lhe differences, 1f they were real, o not .t
ol affe@ the {ubflance of the narrative. Andifit werce
conceded, that the hiftorians, writing from their own
vecolle@tion, and from the information of {pectators, re-
lated fome immaterial circumftances differently, the cre-
dibility of the hiftory would not be thereby invalidated.
The Englifh hiftorians, in their accounts of the execu-
tion of Charles I, place the time of his death at different
hours of the day. But does any man, for this differ~
ence, throw by the whole book, or thence conclude, that
there never was fuch a king in England as Charles 1
or, if there was, that he died like other kings, and not

on a {fcaffold Yet fuch a conclufion would be as

jufl, as a conclufion again[’c the chriftian hiﬂm‘y from
fach circumflantial varieties. It is not conceded, that
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there are any inconfiftences in the narratives of the ec.
vangelifts; but, I fay, admitting there were fuch, it ig
uinreafonable thence to 1nfer, that the fubftance of the

narrative is falfe.

5. Yo weaken the credit of the gofpel, and fubvert
the faith of chriftians, 1t has been {faid, {that ¢ the book
calied the New Teftament never exifted, until more

than three hundred years after the time, when Chrifl is
{faid to have lived.’

BuT this 1sa grofs mifreprefentaticn. Doétor Mo
fieim, alearned ecclefialtical hiftorian, fpeaks of it as a
talt well £rown, that ¢ before the middie of the fecond
century,’” 1, e. 1n lefs than fifty years after the apoflo-
lic age, ¢ the greatelt part of thebooks of the New Tel-
tanmrent were read 1n every chriftian fociety throughout
the world, and received as a divine rule cof faith and
mnanners.” ¢ Hence it appears,” fays he, ¢ that thele
facred writings were carcfuly feparated from {everal
human compofitions on the fame fubjed, either by fome
of the apoftles themfelves, or by their difciples & fuc-
ceffors, who were fpread abroad thro’ all nations.” He
adds, from Eufebius an early hiftorian, ¢ We are aflur-
ed that the four gofpels were collected durir;g the life of

St. John, and that the three firft received his approba-
tion.” Andhe fuppofes that the other books of the New
Teftament were gathered together at the fame time.’

M any of thefe books weredire&ed to particular churche
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es, and carried to them by meflengers fent for the pur-

pole. 'Thofe churches, when they gave out copies:

would carefully preferve the originals. Paul, to pre-~
vent impofition, {ubjoined to his letters a form of bene-
di¢tion in his own hand-writing, ¢which was the token
in every letter.”  Equal care was doubtlefs taken to
prove the genuinencfs of the other facred writings.
Heorders fome of his epiftles to be read in the churches,
and we may hence conclude, that the fame ufe was made
of all the reft. TPeter in his {ecopd epiftle, written to
chriftians in general, {peaks of all the epiftles of Paul
as well known to them. Paul himfclf alludes to, and
quotes a paflage from ILuke’s gofpels Juftin, who
wrote but ab#ut forty years after the times of the apof-
tles, not only quotes paffages from all the four gofpels,
but fays, ¢ A portion of them was read every{undayin
the publick aflemblics of chriftians.” "And we meet

with quotations from almoft all the books of the New
LTeftament, 1n all the early chriflian writers. Itiscer.

tain therefore that thefe books exifted, and were held in

{acred effimation, as early as we have any accounts re-
lative to the fubje&t.

THE authority of the greater part of thefe books

was known fu univerfally, that it never was qucftioned.

CONCERNING theepiftle to the Hebrews, that of James,
the {fecond of Peter, the fecond and third of John, that of
Jude, and the revelation, fome doubts aiofe ; but, on

examination, they were removed, and the hooks were
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~dmitted into the canon. But the exiftence of this tem.
porary hefitancy is a prefumptive evidence in favour of
thefe and all the other books in the canon, as 1t thews

that the early chriftians atted and judged in this impor.

tant matter, not witha rafh credulity,but witha delibe.

rate caution.

6. Some have faid, that thefe books, whatever they

might once be, cannotnow be depended on, for probably,
in this long tra& of time, they have becn cffentially
corruptcd.

BuT do we, on the fame {uppefition, difcard all ancient
books ? Do we give credit to none but modern authors ?
We may doubtlefs place more conﬁdenc% in the purity
of thefe, than of any other ancient writings ; for {urely,
if God has given us a revelation, he will preferve 1t from
effential corruption. And, indeed, we can {carcely
imagine fuch a corruption to have been poflible. For

thefe books were publickly read in the churches, and
coples of them were foon multiplied. KErrors in trani-

cribing would often happen ; but, on a collation of co-
pies, might be correfted. Among the early chriftians,
there were feftaries, whofe diftinguifhing tencts were
warmly controverted ; but none of them were ever ac-
cufed of corrupting the facred text to carry a favorite
point. Had any thing of this kind been attempted by

one party, the oppofing party would, at once, have ob-
{erved and expofed the fraud. Such a frand could not
have fucceeded ; for no man could poffefs hamfelf of all
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the exifting copies; and to have corrupted one or two
only would have anfwered no purpofe. It {hould far-
ther be confidered, that the fcriptures are not written in
a {yftematical form, as a philofopher or logician would
have written them, but in that free, ealy and popular
manner, which beft conveys inftruéioen to commoncapa-
cities. Hence the greatdodrines and precepts of reli-
gion, iuftead of being confined. to particular places, are
{cattered every where, thro’ the whole book, & wrought
into almoft every page. Therefore a defligning corrup-
ter, in order to accomplith any purpofe, muft tran{-
cribe the fubftance, & alter the contexture of the whole
hook. A few local alterations would avail nothing ;
for the doétrine expunged 1n one place, would {till ap-
pearin a hundred others; and an error inferted here or

there, would be condemned every where elfe. And «

ceneral corruption of the book would at once betray it-
{elf, and thus defeat its own defign. The 1dea there-

forc of an eflential change made, cither by accident or

defign, in this holy book, is too illiberal for any candid

deift to fuggeft, and too abfurd for any confiderate chrif-
tian to admit.

Tue inftances adduced are {ufficient to fhew, what
kind of reafons infidels bring forth to difcredit the caule
of revelation, and fupport their own. Whether thele

are flrong reafons, let common fenfe decide.

AND now let our hearts rejoice in the revelation

which God has givenus, and in the convincing evidence
which attends it.
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LET us adore the goodneis of God, that our eduea.
tton has been {o favorable to our religicus interefls
and beware that weabnfc not hisgoodnels to the increafe

of our prefent guilt and future punifhment.

IF any have been thrown into doubts concerning the
authority of the gofpel, let them examine it with an o-
pen and hounelt mind. Your education in favour of
¢hritianity is not, in itfelf, a fufficient ground of faith:
But fee that 'you renounce not your early faith without
ftrong reafons. For it is, at leafl, as neceflary that the

infidel 1taould have a reafon for unbelief, as that a chrif-

tian (hould have a reafon for his hope.

LeTrnot your faith be (hocked by thofe writings which
treat the {criptures with ridicule.  The fubjelt 15 1n 1t3
nature {cricus—It demands to be treated with gravity
-—It {purns drollery aund humour. An author, who
attempts to banter chriftians out of their faith, inftead
of enlightening them into the truth—who endeavors to
ridicule them outof all religion, inftead of {hewing them
a more excellent way than they have found, 1s not wor-
thy of attention. Ile writes with a wicked defign.
And they who circulate and {pread his writings, are

partakers of his evil deeds.

You {ee the importance of a chriftian profeffion.
The gofpel has always had 1ts cnemies ; and, in the pre-
fent day, they are more numerous and arrogant than
ufual. If thefe are bold in their oppofition to it, let 1ts
friends beas bold in their defence of it  You who be-
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lieve it to be divine, come forward ; openly declare yours
£1ith ; fhew that you are not afhamed of your religion 3
contribute your influence to its fupport in this evil day.
In fuch a time neutrality is oppofition to truth ; and he
who declines to confefs Chrift’s name takes part with

his enemies : He who is not for wms, 1s againfl us.

YE who are proteffors of Chrift’s gofpel, hold falt
the profeffion of your faith without wavering : Confider
one another to provoke unto love and good works, not
forfaking the affebling of yourfelves together, but cx-
horting one another; and {o much the more, as ye {va

the day approaching.

AMoxnG chriftians there are different {ells, which
too often, with an indifcreet zeal, weaken the common
caufe by their party oppofitions. It were better, that
they weuld wave their fmaller diﬁ‘ercnécs,_ and unite in

promoting that greatintereft in which they all are e-
gquaily concerncd.

Y e who name the name of Chrift, depart from inigui-
ty, and be careful to maintain good works. Takeheed
that your good be not evil {poken of. Provide things

voneft in the fight of all men, and by well doing put to
silence the malice of the wicked, and the ignorance of

the foolifh. A practical defence of the golpel is the beft,
It you would céonvimce mankind, that your religion is
better than any other, or better than none at all; fee

that yoo live better than the profeflois of any other, at
leafl, better than they who pretend to have noge,
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IF you value the gofpel as a revelation from God, do
nothing to weaken, but all youcan to firengthen 1its in-

fluence. By nomeans encourage the young, or un-
principled to read books of licentious fendency-—-—books
written with a defign, not to inform the miand, but cor.
rupt the manners—not to lead men into the knowledge
of important truths, but to fheke their faith in the

truths which they have been taught.

You will fay, Free iuguiry is to be commended. It
really 1s fo : But licentioufnefs 1s to be avoided. And
if chriftianity may be true, and 1s undeniably good,
then they who have noleifure or ability for afull ea-
quiry into 1ts evidences by reading on beth fides, ought
not to be caft into doubt and perplexity by reading oniy
on the fide of infidelity. Xeep in mind what has been
chlerved, that a gofpel faith and practice are, at any
rate, fafe. Thecontrary may be fatal. None therefore
{honld be encouraged to read Looks written in oppofition
20 it, but fuch as can and will read thofe written 1n 1ts

defence.

Ir the quefiion was only betwcen chriftianity and
another religion, pretending to be divine, there would
be a reafcn for reading on both {ides ; for an honeft man
would with to know, which of the two had the befl
claim to his faith. But the queftion, as 1t now {tands,
is between chriflianity, ond noreligion. And fince it 18

fafe to a& on the belicf, and may be fatal to aét on the
dilbelief of this religion, there is not the fame reafon, as
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1n many other cafes, for reading on both fides. If you
fhock the faith of the chriftian, you put him in hazard,
without the poflibility of doing him any good-——You
may thus make him a worfe man ; there is no chance
that you will make him better— You thus may deftroy

his foul; but it is certain you will not fave it. [f you
attend tothe obviousdifference between the queftion con-

cerning the truth of the gofpel, and moft other queftions

controverted among men, you will eafily fee the abfur-
dity of reading, and encouraging others toread licentious
books, on pretence that men are bound to examine both
fides of a queftion. A man never ought to read on the
licentious, unlefs he reads al{fo on the religious fide ; for
‘this partiality may be fatal to him. He may read on the
fide of religion, without reading any thing againft it ;

ior this 15 fafe—Mhe runs no riflk.

Ir fill you plead for impartiality in this cafe, then
be impartial—at leaft dojultice to religion. If you read
any thing in oppofition to it, read the anfwer. If you
put into your neighbour’s hand a book written to fuba
vert religion, furnifh him alfo with a rational vindicati-
on of it : Elfe you are guility of the very partiality

- which you profefs to condemn ; and you indulge it on
the more dangerous fide.

In the prefent day, new evidences are rifing in favour
of the golpel. The deftrudtion of the papal power Is
plainly foretold in fcripture ; ard the time of its end is
certainly drawing near,--how near it is, we pretend

. N
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not to fuy~—It 1s alfo foretold that fome of thofe nations
which had been the principal fupporters of that power,
would turn their arms againft it and haften its down-
fall.  Arenot thefe prediftions tending, in ti:is day, to
their accomoplifhment. France which, fora ici g time,
has been one of the chief defenders’of the papacy, has
now direfted her force agaiﬁﬂ: the pontiff, and has re-
duced him to a humiliation, from which probably he
never will be fully recovered,  And, what 13 pacuharly
remurkab]ﬂ, the great prevalencc ofmﬁahhty, at this
time, when the evidences of-truth arc d:fphycd with
new and nmreaﬁnﬂr light, is moit cxprelsly foretold.
\Vl en the v;a!a of qu’s-wrath, arc poured upon _thf%
- fm}, i}lﬁa ujpoen Eﬁe-‘tﬁr;}.ﬁe of the beaft, there is great cii-
trefs .ﬁl‘i‘lonf;‘ the nations, and men guaw thelr tongues

foranguifh: And what 1sthe crm&quence > 1i~ﬁy blal~

pheme the name of Godyand rtpent not of their deéds.

IE‘ mfhlallt_,r ﬂmuld continue to ..lke progrefs in ouxr.

favonred coumr) , we may be afl’ nr:d that the vials- of
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God’ wn;}ath WIlldlfcInrge their dreadfnl contentshtw‘:
as Weil as elfewlhere. Let u:: th:—:n be wvaliant’ for tllf:,

br‘uth urrd [ and np for God agmm’: t:ul doers. It 13

.,-t‘ime to worL for the Lord, when mcn nalke void hls
law. Letus Iepent and gwc glor)' to (“0-:_1,_, Ih'at we
may avert his anger from our land ;- or; -at lmﬂ Ay

{ave our own fumb o . A -
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