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"TITANKS GIVING ERMON.

ISATAH 1. 19, 20,

IF YF BE WILLING AND OBEDIENT, YE
SHALIL EAT T'HX, GOOD OF THE LAND :
BUT IF YE RETUSE AND REBEL, YE
SHALL BE DEVOURED WITH THE
SWORD; FOR THL MOUTH OF THE
LORD HATH SPOXEN IT.

HAT was fpoken by the prophets to the an-
cient peopic of God,is written for our ule,
that we, through the warnings of fcnpture, mlght
be moved with fear ; 5 and, threugh the comiorts of
fcripture, might have hOpe
cUR rclation to God, as a people redeemed by
his hand and preferved b) his care, as a people en-
joying his oracles and protefling obedience to his
laws, is fo fumilar to theirs, that we may juitly ap-
ply to ourlelves what was here {poken to them.
] 1{1311 theretore confider my text in accommodati-
on to cur own cafe : and {hall oblerve,

I. ‘That the land, in which we are placed, is a
rood land @ oand,
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11, "That our enjoyment of the good of the land de-
pends on our cbedicnecto God,

L Ttmay as truly be faid of us, as of ancient Jjrael,
that God has given us a gosd land.

wi lately thought it worth defending by our
arms : it is {tll worth fecuring by our wvirtue.

1T 1s an extenfive land.  Few empives on the
globe are fo large, as the territory claimed by thefe
ftates. It will admit a valt increafe of numbers ;
and probably diftant generations will not find them-
{elves ftraitened for room.

IT 1s A plegfant and fruitfil land.  As it lies in
the midft of the temperate regions, no part of it is
afflicted with intolerable heat, or rendcered uninha-
bitable by eternal frofts and fnows. Wit proper
culture it yields us, not only the necefiaries, but the
delicacies of life, in fuch plenty and variety, that we
need to be but little indebted to forcign trade. ,

GREATER induftry may be neccflary here, thanin
fome other climes : but this is no unfavourable cir-
cnmitance ; for induftrv contributes to hcalth, vir.
tue, freedom and fecurity.

WITH regard to commeree, nature has given us e-
very advantage that can be withed. We have an
extenfive coaft, convenient harbours, naviruble bavs
and rivers, materials of all kinds for ﬂnppm , A rich
and inexhauitible fithery, and a variety of ¢xporta.
ble producu, which may be exchanced for the riches
of other climes. Late expericnee fhews, that we
are In greater dancer from the cxa'/, than from the
want of commerce. Moderate trade contributes 1o
polith and enrich a penple 5 but when it is carried
beyond its proper limits, it produces contrary et-
fetts, diflipution, poverty and vice.
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Turrs is a beaithful land.  Thofe direful peftilen-
¢es, which have ravaged otber countries, are un-
known herc. A confiderable proportion of the peo-
ple live to old age ; fewer diein infancy thanin moft
Furopean nations: Our natural increafe is fuppo-
fed to double our numbers as often as oncein twen-
ty five _years.

1T is a land of /iderty, and has been fo, with little
interruption, from the days of our fathers.

THE royal charters firfl oranted to the American
colonics, particularly to thofe of New Lngland, were
of the 4t liberul kinc, and tully egreeable to their
views and withes. No ¢ ttcmptb hitherto mmade, to
fubvert our liberties, has been fuecefsful. They wilk
probably be preferved, until the people themfclves,
funk in viceand corruption, deftroy them with their
own hinds. How near we are to this fatal period,
Hecaven knows !

tiE freedom of thefe céTonies was firft invaded
by Jarzs II, who, with a defign to eftablith an ab-
folute monarchy, feized their charters,together with
thofe of the corporations in I'ngland. But by the
revolution which teok place on the acceflion ofthe
prince of Oranre to the throne, the freedom both of
Britain und America was reftered and cltablifhed.

1THE late encroachments ot the Britith court on
cur charter-rirhts awakenad a iuft and general con-
cern.  Though we were bar an infunt pcople, and
our enemies were an ancicat, rizh end powerful na-
tion, ve ventured to refill ) ioir claims 3 and, by a
ferics of wondortul intevpotidons, our refiftance de-
teated (hedr defiong, sndterminaced in the eftablifh-
ment of our indenendcnce.

vi are now under a government of sir own frams
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g and chuding. here Lo perkLaps fearcely another
iftance of tis Kind on varth, It is privilege,
which few natinus ever enjoy, and which the fanmie
nation probably can never cnjoy more than once.

MaNY of the governments, now fubiifling in the
world, were eitablithed by the conquering arms ot
a powcrful invader 5 fome were introduced by the
ufurpation of princes ; others have been fixed in
confequence of a civil war, in which one party pre-
vailing has by arins given law to the reft.  Govern-
ments, which owe their exiitence to fuch a birth,
muft, you know, In their very nature, be fyranitics,
'The Britifb conftitution was lettled in a more liber-
al manner, by an explicut compact between i
king, the hereditary nobles and the reprefentatives
of the people 5 and it is undoubtedly more favour-
able to liberty, thun moit otier forms of yovernicnt
in Europe. But the conilitution of theife flates,and
particularly of fhis, was framed and raufied in 2
manner {tilt more liberal. 1t is not, in any fenfe
whatever, a compact between thie rulers and the
people ; but it is a folemn, explicit agreement of
the pcople among themelves. It was conftructed
by a convention of wife men, whom the people de-
puted folely for that purpefe, and whe, at that time,
could have no fhare, and no appearaice of a tuture
fnare in the government they were framing. It was
then remitted to the people at large, and competent
time allowed for their dcliberate examination and
difcuffion ; and it was finally adopted and confirm-
ed in confequence of their general approbation. So
happily was it adjulted to the views of the people,
.t 2 time when the fpirit of liberty was at the height,
shat 1ot a/ingle article was found In the whale, but







