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AN
E S S A Y
| ON THE
MOSAIC ACCOUNT
OF THE

CreaTtion and Farn of M A N.

7B 4 HERE are nota few difhiculties
% in the account, which Mofes

has given of the creation of the
world, and of the formation, and tempta-

tion, and fall of our firft parents. Some

by the fix days of the creation have un-
derftood as many years. Whilft others
have thought the creation of the world
inftantaneous: and that the number of
days mentioned by Moles 1s only intended
to affift our conception, who are beft able

to think of things in order of fucceffion.
B 2 No
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No one part of this account is fuller

of difficulties, than that which relates to
man. And lome learned Jews, as well
as Origen, and others among Chriftians,
have {uppofed the account before us, not
to be a hiftory, but an allegory. The
prefent prevailing opinion is, that what
relates to man 1s fact,  And it is argued,
that, as the true charalter of Moles 1s
that of an hiftorian ; it would be unbe-

coming his judgment and exactnefs, to
infert an allegory in the midft of hiftori-

cal facts, without giving any intimation
of 1t.

1 thall take the account in the literal
fenfe, and fhall g0 OVEr 1t under thefe
{everal heads or divifions. 1. The for-
mation of man. 2. the trial, upon which
he was put in paradife. 3. the temptation
ne met with, 4. his tranfgreflion. 5. the
confequences of that, with the f{entence
pafled by God upon the tempter, and
upon the tranfgreflors, our firlt parents.

1, The
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1, 'The firlt thing in order is the crea-
tion of man., For with that I begin, not

intending to furvey the other works of

God, before made,

Gen. 1. 26. And God faid: Let us make
man, in our tinage, after our likenefs.
And let them bave dominion over the fifl
of the fea, and over the fowl of the air,

and over the cattle, and over all the eart),
and over every creeping thing that creep-
eth on the earth. 27. 8o God created man
i bis own tmage: in the image of God

created be bim, male and female created
be thent,

This may be reckoned a fummary ac-
count of the creation of man, which is
more largely and particularly related again
in the next chapter.

And God fard : Let us make man, in
our image, after our likenefs.

It 1s common for Chriftians to fay, that
here s a proof of a Trinity of perfons in
the

o
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the unity of the Godhead. To which
others anf{wer, that the Jews never un-
derftood thele exprefiions after this man-
ner, who always believed one God, and
that God to be one perfon only, except
when they fell into grofs idolatry, after
the manner of their Heathen neighbours.
And many learned Chriftians are clearly
of opinion, that the doltrine of the Tri-
nity was not revealed 1n the Old Teftament.

Thefe mterpreters therefore fuppofe,
that the ftile common to Princes, and
great men, who often fpeak in the plural
number, 1s here afcribed to God. Nor
need the confultation, here reprefented,
be fuppoled to be between equals, But
God may be rather fuppofed to declare
his mind to his angels, as counfellors.
Nor will it be an invincible objeCion,
that in this hiftory there is no notice
taken of the creation of angels, For
there follow exprefitons, which may be
reckoned to imply thewr exiftence, and
tneir dignity, and that they were not un-
known to man,

But
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But indeed we need not to {uppole any
real difcourfe or confultation at all. The
meaning 18 N0 MOre than this. < All
« other things being made, God pro-
e« ceeded to the creation of man: or, he
« purpofed now, at the conclufion, to
¢« make man.” And it may be reckoned
probable, that Mofes introduces God, in
this peculiar manner, deliberating and
confulting upon the creation of man, to
intimate thereby, that he is the chief ot
-he works of God, which are here de-
{cribed. Or, In other words, according
:0 Patrick upon v. 26. God not only
«« referved man for the laft of his works,
¢ but does, as it were, advile, and con-
« {ult, or deliberate about his produc-
«« tion : the better to reprelent the dig-
nity of man, and that he was made
« with admirable wifdom and prudence.”

44

It 1s here alfo worthy to be obferved,

that according to the account of Mofes,
a different method was taken in forming

man, from that, in which other animals

Were

¥
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werc formed. Ver. 20. And God [uid :
Let the waters bring forth abundantly the
moving creature that has life. And after-
wards v. 24. Aud God fard : Let the earth
bring forth the living creature afier ifs
kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beaf?
of the carth., "They were produced by
the Divine power, and command. Bu!
God 1s reprefented, as making man him-
felf, immediately, to denote his dignity,
and {uperior prerogative above the reft of
the creatures,

Still at v. 26, And God fard : Let us
moke marn in our image, after our likenefs,
By which twofold expreflion, it is likely,
one and the {ame thing 15 intended. Fo:
when the refult or execution of this de..
tiboration and purpofe is defcribed and re-
lated, 1t 15 in this manner: v. 27. 9o God
cieated wan in s own wmage : in the
zinage of God created he buin,

What is the fmage, or likenefs of God,
intended by Meles, s not clear, becaule
ns
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he has not diftinély exprefled it: and
we may now conjeCture things, which
were not in the mind of the writer,
Neverthelefs I think, the coherence leads
us to underftand hereby, as {omewhat
fuitable to the mind of Mofes, dominion
over the refl of the creatures of this earth,
together with that reafon and underftand-
ing, which is a main part of the fupe-
riority of the human nature above brute
creatures, and qualifies man to rule over
them, and fubdue them, and make them
fubfervient to his own ufe and benefi.
oo are the words of this 26 v. 4nd God
Jaid : Let us make man in our image,
after our likenefs. And let them have

dominion over the fifb of the fea, and over
the fowl of the air, and over the cattle,

and over all the earth, and over every

creeping thing that creepeth on the earth.
And the eminence of man is thus de-

feribed Job xxxv. 11, He teacheth us more
than the beafls of the earth, and maketh

us wifer than the fowls of heaven,

C V. 27.
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V. 2. So God created man 1n bis own
smage : in the image of God created be
bim: male and female created be them.
VWhat we are firft led to oblerve here, as
conneted with what was juft faid, 1s that
the woman was made after the zmage of
God, as well as the man.

And {rom inferting, in this fummary
account of man’s creation, on the fixth
day, this particular, that God created man
male and female, 1t may be concluded,
that the woman too was made on that

day : which, I reckon, is the general opi-
nion of interpreters: though there are

{fome things in the next chapter, contain-
ing 2 more particular account of the for-

mation of man, that might occafion {fome
doubt about it, Patrick, In particular,
fays:  God made woman the fame day
“ he made man: as he did both fexes
“ of other creatures, and as he made
‘“ hnerbs and plants with {feed 1 them, to

““ propagate their fpecies.’,

e |

It
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It is always fuppofed, that God made

man in maturity of body and underftand-
ing, And fome have been fo curious as

to inquire, at what age: or what was the
age, he appeared to have, And in con-
formity to the great length of the lives
of the antediluvians, they have {fuppofed,
he might have the appearance of a man
of fifty or fixty years of age, according
to that time,

V. 28, And God bleffed them, and God
faid unto then:: Be fruitful, and multiply,
and rcplenifh the earth., The Jewifh wri-
ters arc generally difpofed to underftand
that expreflion, e fruitful and multiply,
as 1mplying a precept, univerfally binding,
But the coherence rather leads us to un-
derftand it of a blefling, or power : the
like to which was beftowed upon the
brute creatures, at v, 22. which are not
the fubjects of a precept,

And here the privilege of dominion

over the creatures is again exprefled, de-
C o2 noting
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noting it to be common to both fexes,
and defigned to appertain to their pofte-
vity, - Be fruitful, and multiply, and re-
plenifb the carth, and fubdue it. And
bave dominion over the fifb of the fea, and

over the fowl of the air, and over every
living thing that moveth upon the earth.

It follows in v. 29, and g0. And God

Jaid : Behold, I bave given you every berb,
bearing [feed, which is upon the face of the

earth, and every tree, in which is the
Jrutt of a tree, yielding feed. To you it
fhall be for meat. And to every beaft of
the earth, and to every fowl of the air,
and to every thing that creepeth on the
earth, wherein there is life, 1 have given
svery green berb for meat. And it was
fo. Hence it is argued by many, that
meat, or food of animal flefh, was not
ufed before the flood, But that does not
feem certain, It may be allowed, that
for a good while, fleth was forbore. As
amimals were made by pairs only, it was
not convenient, that any fhould be flain,

till they were encreafed, It may be al-
lowed
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lowed alfo, that vegetables were very
“much the diet of thofe who lived before
the flood: when, probably, all things

were in greater vigour and perfection,
than afterwards, But here is no prohibi-
¢ion of animal food. And it is obferva-
ble, that Abel, and Seth, and all who
were of the family of God, were keepers
of cattle. And, if they were not allow-
ed to make ufe of them for food, it
would be difficult to fhew, how Keeping
cattle, not fit for draught, or burden,
efpecially in any large number, could
turn to a good account. If it be faid,
they might ufe their milk : I anfwer,
that is more than is clearly exprefled in
the grant, Moreover, facrifices of living

creatures were 1n ufe very early, It is not
reafonable to think, they were all whole

burnt offerings. It may be reckoned proa
bable, that they who brought to God
facrifices and offerings of living creatures,
did partake of their offerings: which,
certainly, was the cuftom in after times.

The
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The firit chapter of Genelis concludes
thus : And God faw every thing that he

bad made : And bebold,- 1t was very good,
And the evening and the .morning were
the fixth day. Every thing was now
formed, according to the will, and pur-
pofe, and command of God. And every
part of each day’s creation, man In par-
ticular, was good, and {uch as God ap-
proved and defigned.

Thus we have furveyed the {ummary

account of man’s creation, which 1s in
the firfk chapter of the book of Genetis,
At the beginning of the {econd chapter
s infroduced an account of the {abbath,
and a defcription of paradife, which 1
forbear to infift on: but I would obferve

what is farther faid- of the formation of
¢he firlt parr.

Ch. ii. 7. And the Lord God jformed
man of the dufl of the ground, and breathed
into bis nolliils the breath of life.  And

Man
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san becowie a hving fonl.  Man 1s made
of the duff of the ground. But thereby is
fuppofed to be meant moiit carth, And
whereas it is fad, God breatbed into him
the breath of life, which is not faid of
any other animals: 1t 18 hence argued,
that the foul of man 1s different from the
body, and that it 1s a more excellent fpirit,
than that of brute creatuves.

V. 18. Aud the Lord God faid: If is
5ot goody that the man fhould be alone, I
will make biin an belp wmeer for bim.
Here, I apprehend, we are led to the
fame obfervation that was mentioned be-
fore, upon occafion of thefe words,
which reprefented God as confulting a-
bout the creation of man. The defign
of thofe expreflions was to intimate the
oreat dignity, and fuperior excellence of
man above brute creatures, whofe crea-
tion was before related. In like manner,
when God proceeds to the making of the
woman, he is reprefented as confulting,
and refolving, what to do: that the man
might be the more fenfible of the good-

nefs
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nefs of the ereator in providing for him
fo {uitable a help.

V. 19. And out of the ground God form-
ed every beaft of the field, and every fowl
of the air, and brought them to Adam, to

Jee what he would call them. And what-
Joever Adam called every living creature,
tbat was the mame theresf. 20. And
Adam gave names o all cattle, and to the
Jowl of the air, and to every beaft of the
field.  But for Adam there was not found
an belp meet for bim, 'This bringing the
living creatures to Adam, and his giving
them names, is 2 proof of his dominion
over them.,

This reprefentation of things would
Jead us to fuppofe, that Eve was not
formed on the fixth-day, but fome time
after, becaufe her formation is here rela-
ted after the living creatures had been

thewn to Adam. Neverthelefs, as before
hinted, that argument is rot conclufive,

Here we have only a more diftinét ac-

count of what was before related in ge-
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neral. This may be firongly argued from
the feventh verfe of this chapter, before
taken notice of, concerning the formation

of Adam, who, certainly, was created on
the fixth day,

It follows at v. 21. And the Lord God

canfed a deep fleep to fall upon Adam, and
he flept.  And be took one of bis ribs, and
clofed up the flefb inflead thereof. By this
Sfleep, as. is fuppofed, all pain was pre-
vented, It is needlefs to multiply words
here, or nicely to weigh objeCtions. It

{feems moft probable, that in the firft
formation there was fomewhat {uper-

fluous in Adam. It has been fuppofed,
that he had a {uperfluous rib on each fide :

and that God took away one pair, with
the mufcular parts adhering to them, and

out of them made Eve.

V. 22. Aund the rib, which the Lord

God bad taken from man, made be a wo-
man, and brought ber unto the man, 23,

And Adam faid : This is now bone of my

bones, and flefb of my flefh,  She fhall be
D called
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called wwoman, becaufe fhe was taken ous
of man.

It bhas been thought not improbable,
that Adam had an exftaly, during the
time of his deep {leep, fhewing him,
what was done upon him: which en-
abled him to fpeak fo properly, when
Eve was brought to hun.

V. 24. Thorefore ffall a man leave jfa-
z‘bf’; and mother, and cleave to bis wife,

pd ey flall be oue flofh.

This 1s fometimes called Adam’s pro-
phecy.  For certain, if thefle arc the
words of Adam, he gnwuft have been in-
fpired.  For he could not at this time,
in an ordinary way, have diftin& ideas of
the relations of father and mother. Dut
many good Interpreters thinlk, that thefe
fhould rather be underflood as words of
Mofes, who by divine direGtion here in-
ierted this law.

V. 24,
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V. oc. And they were both nalked, the
man and bis wife.  And they avere ot
afbamed. 'This, certainly, muft have been
the cafe in a ffate of innocence. And
tiwrefora was propcer to be mentioned.

And thus concludes the account of the
formation of the frft palr.

2. The next point in order is the trial,
upon which Adam was put in paradife,

Chuil, 9. And out of the ground made
the Lord God to grow every tree, that is
pleafant to the fight, and good for food :
the tree of life alfo in the midft of the
garden, and the tree of knowledge of good
and €vil,

Of what kind, or for what ufe, #he
tree of life was, we cannot certainly fay :
though the name of it might lead us to
think, it would have been of ufe upon
occafion of eating any thing noxious, or
for reftoring decays, and preferving the
vigour of life.

D2 And
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And the trec of knowledge of good and
evi/, 1t 1s doubted, why this treec was fo
called: whether 1t received its denomina-
tion from the event: or whether it wag

at frflt fo called from the defien, for

Sty
which it was made and infiituted, that

1t might be a trial of man’s virtue,

In the 8. 10. 11. 12. 13, 14. verfes
15 the defcription of paradife, which I
pals over,

V.15, And the Lord God took the man,
and put Dim into the garden of FEden, to
drefs it, and to kecp if, Not that he was
made out of paradife, and then brought
mto it.  But, when made, he was placed
therein, to keep 1t 1n good order.

V. 16, And the Lord God commanded
the man, foying: Of every tree in the
gerden thow mayeft frecly cat,  17. Bus
of the tree of the fnowledge of good and
evil, thon fhalt not cat of if. For in the
day that tliou catefl thercof thou fFalf furely
1o

T Adam,
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Adam, as a rattonal creature, was {ub-
ie& to the law and will of God, He was
neceflarily bound by all moral laws and
rules, and thereby obliged to love, ho-
nour, worfhip his creator, and to love
every creature of the fame {pecics or kind
with himfelf, and to be merciful and
tender of inferior beings, in {ubjeltion to
him, But God was pleafed to try him

alfo by a pofitive law. And this would
be likewife a trial of his virtue, For

there can be no doubt, but he was obli-
ged to refpect this law and refiraint of
his bountiful maker. And if he thould
difobey this law, 1t muft be owing to
fome defe& or faure of virtue, There
cannot be conceived any reafon, why he
thould tranfgrefs this command, unlefs
{fome wrong temper, or evil thoucht, or
irregularity and exorbitance of defire,
(which, certainly, 1s immoral and finful)
it arofe in him,

Tin the day ilow catefl thereof thou flalt
Jerely die. Literally, i the original,

? | |

Tyr 1)
GV T
.} &
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dymg toou fhalt ae. Which our tranflators
have well exprefled, tbou fhalt furely die.

Hereby fome expofitors have under-
ftoed death [reritual, natural, and cternal.
But 1 do not fee any good reafon, they
have for it.  We feem rather to be jufti-
fied in taking it in the fenfe of natural
death only, or the diffolution of this
frame, the feparation of {oul and body.
We are led to this by the words of the
{entence pronounced after the tranferef-

ion: Duft thou art.  And unto duft fhalt

thou return.

Inn the day that thou eateft thereof thou
Shalt furely die. By which may be meant,
that very day thou fhalt become mortal,
and be liable to pamns and difeafes, which
will iffue in death. Or, that very day
thou fhalt a¢tually die. Which laft {enfe
may be as probable, as the other.

That is the trial, upon which man
was put m paradife, and in his ftate of
1NNOCENCC,

2. The
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9. The next point, the third in order,
is the temptation, wiich he met widh
the account Df Wi]id‘l 1S 2t 10¢ E"Pr":'*’};'}rr
of the third chapter of the bocl of Sopea
fis. How long it was afier the creation
of Adam and Eve, before this hapnenad,
1s not faid. But 1t 1s likely, ¢ hm {cmea
days had pafied. The ferpent found Live
alone, and attempted her In the ahlence
of the man. Nor would his infinuations
have been received, we may fuppele, if
he had fuggefted dilobedience to a com-
mand, that was but juft then oiven.

Ch. nt. 1. Now the ferpent cas more
Subtle than any beaft of the ficld, which
God had made. It 1s generally allowed,
that here was the contrivance and agence
of Satan. But Mofes {peaks only of the
outward appearance: and therein, as I
apprehend, refers to, or intends the wind-
ing, infinuating motion of ferpents. _4nd
be faid unto the woman: ¥va bas God laid,
ye fball not eat of every tree of the garden 2
'Fhig is fomewhat abrupt, and, pofiibly,

fome
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{ome other difcourfe had preceded. How-
ever, 1t 15 very artful: not aenying what
voas moelt true and certain: but infinua-
tng, that 1t was very {trange, if fuch a
prohivition had been aclivered to them,
And, poilibiv, Eve concleded, that fhe
was now addrefled to Dy fome angel,

who wiflwed them well.

V.2, And the woman [aid unto the fer-
peint: Ve inay cat of the fruit of the trees
of the carden. . But of the fruit of the
liree, which 1s an the midfi of the garden,
God lath fard, ¥e fhall not eat of it -
Neither flall ye touch ity left ye die. By
which we perceive, that the woman was
well apprized of the command, and the
{ti¢tnefs of 1t.  And, probably, fhe was
by, when it was delivered: though Adam
only be particularly mentioned,

V. 4. And the ferpent faid unto the
woman : Ye fhall not furely die. 5. For
God does kiow, that 1n the day you eat
thereof, then your eyes flall be opened, and

e fhall be as gods, knowing good and evil,
Which
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. Which iaft tvords may be thought to im-
ply, that Eve was not without an appre-
henfion of other intelligent beings, diftinét:
from God the creator and man, and of
an intermediate order between both.

In this difcourfe the ferpent infinuates
a wrong and difadvantageous opinion of
the Deity, as envious of the high happi-
nefs and dignity, which they might at-
tain to. And Eve was much to blame,
for admitting f{ufpicions of the benevo-
lence of him that made them.

4. 1 proceed immediately to our firft
parents tranfgreflion, the accounts of that

and the temptation being clofely con-
nected.

V. 6. And when the woman faw, that
the tree was good for food, and that it was
pleafant fo the eyes, and a tree fo be de-

Sired to make one wife, fhe took of the frust
thereof, and did eat, and gave alfo to ber
bufoand with ber, and he did eat. This

15 indeed firange. But from the ferpent’s
L In-

-
— — e i — B
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infinnations the had admitted a difho-
nourable and difrepetinl tl:cught of the
Deity, and then foon loft o jult regard
to the command he had g'ven, She
views this dangerous and deadly fruit with
complacence.  She looked upon this pro-
hibited frait, till fhe had an appetite to
it, corceived of it as good food, and was
taken with its beautiful colour, and pof-
{effed with a perfuafion, that her curiofity
would be gratified with an increafe of
knowledge. And according to the Mo-
{aic account, which is concife, when
Adam came up, and Eve prefented him
with fome of the fame forbidden fruit,
he took it at her hand, and did eat of it.
The account, I fay, is concife. But it
was necdlefs to be more particular, after
the clear account before given of the fri&
prohibition.  Which fets Adam’s fault in

a confpicuous view. Poffibly, the wo-
- man gave Adam an account of what the

ferpent had fard to her, and reprefented
it to him, with tokens of her approba-
tion. He could have no temptation be-
vond what had been prefented to the

woman,
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woman, befide the addition of her offer
of it. Which, as it feems, was no fmall

inducement to compliance, and to do ‘as
fhe had done, and whatever fhould be
the event, to fhare as fhe did.

V. 7. And the eyes of them both were
opened, and ithey lknew that they were
naked : and toey fewed or twilted fig-
leaves together, and made themfelves aprons.
Upon refle¢tion, their eyes were opened
in a different {enfe from what the {erpent

had f{aid, and they were filled with fhame,
not knowing what to think of themfelves,

or how to alt. But they {oon contrived
a ﬂight garment as for a covering,

V. 8. dnd they beard the vorce of the
Lord walking in the garden, 1n the cool of
the day. They perceived a brifk motion
of the alr, coming towards them, with
‘an increafing found, that was awful to
‘them. Or, in the words of Bp. Patrick :
¢ They heard the {found of the majeftic
¢ prefence, or the glory of the Lord,
* approaching nearcr and near& to the
I o2 “ place,
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‘ place, where they were.” Adnd Adam
and bis aife bid themfelves from the pre--
[fence of -the Lord God among the trees of
the garden. 'They who before had had
converfe with God, which was delight-
ful, now retire into the clofeft, and molt
fhady coverts, to avoid the divine ap-
pearance.

V. 9. And the Lord God called unto
Adein, and [aid unto bim : Where art
thor ¢ God fummoned Adam, to appear
before him, and to attend to what he
fhould fay. 10. And be faid: I beard
thy voice in the midft of the garden, and I
was afraid, becaufe 1 was naked. And T
bid myfelf. 11, And be faid : Who told
thee, that thou waft naked? Haft thou
eaten of the tree, whereof 1 commanded
thee, that thou fhouldeft not car 2 Intimat- '
ing, that doubtlefs that was the occafion |
of all this confufion, and diforder of mind,
and of his thinefs of the Divine prefence,

V. 12. 4nd the man fard : The woman,
whom thou gaveft to be with me, fbe gave
e
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me of the tree, and I 4:d eaf. He cannot
deny his guilt. But he puts it off, as
much as he can, upon the woman, And
the more to excufe himlf to Ged, he
hoin thei gavel to v

fays : The woman, w! savell to o
with me. , .

V. 12. And the Lord God jaid unto the
qwoman : What is this thou baft done? And
the woman faid: The [erpent Leguiled me,
and I did eat. She too endeavours to caft
the blame upon another, And though it
was not a full vindication, (far from it) yet
1t was an alleviation of the fault. It would

have been much worfe, if the had eaten
of her own accord, without a tempter.

- V. 14. And the Lord God faid unto the
ferpent : Beeaufe thou baft done this, thou
art curfed above all cattle, and above every
beaft of the field. Upon thy belly fhalt thou
g0, and duft fbalt thou eat all the days of
thy life. 15. And I will put enmity be-
{ween thee and the woman, and between
iy feed and ber feed: It fhall bruife thy

vead, and thou fhalt bruife bis heel,
X It
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It is an oblervation of an ancient
Chriftian writer, 1 Patrick upon v. 14.

That thm;a God inflicted punifh-
“ ments upon Adam and Eve, yet he
““ did not curfz them, as he did the fer-

‘ pent, they ftanding fair for a reftitution
“ to his favour,”  Undoubtedly, it muft
have been comfortable to Adam and Eve,
to fce the dilpleafure of God againit the
{erpent that had feduced them. Nor were
they prefently cut off, as the threatening,
annexed to difobedience, feemed to 1m-
port. Yea God {peaks of the woman’s
feed.  Therefore they were not to die
immediately, but were to have a pofte-
rity : Meaning by her feed men in gene-
ral, or the Meffih, and good men, who
fhould prevail againit the tempter and
adverfary, though they would fuffer fome
injuries through his means: and calling
it the woman's feed, as fome expofitors
think, to mollify Adam, and prevent his
difpleafure againft her, who had led him

into wrong conduct.

VY. 16,
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V. 16. Unto the woman he faid : I will
oreatly multiply thy forrow, and thy con-
ception : in forrew fhalt thou bring forth
thy children : that 15, I will add to the
pain and forrow of child-bearing. And
sy defire fhall be to thy bufband, and be
fhall rule over thee. Thy will fhall be
{ubjet to thy hufband’s. So it was be-
fore. But now his authority might be
more rigorous, and fevere, than other-
wife 1t would have been. The punifh-
ment Inflited on Eve is {uitable to the
condition of her fex.

V.17. Unto Adam be fard : Becaufe thou

baft hearkened unto the woice of thy wife,
(Where we fee, what was his chief temp-
tation, and what was the neareft and motft
immediate inducement to him to tran{-
grefs:) and baft caten of the tirce, of which
{ commanded thee, [oying, thou fhalf wof
eat of if, curfed is the ground jor thy Jake.
I farrow fhalt thou car of 1t all the doys
of thy life. 18, Thorns alfo and thijflles
Jrall 1t bring forth to thee, end thou falt

e
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bat of the berd of the field, 19. In the
fweat of thy face fbalt thou eat bread, till
thow return fo the ground : for out of if
waff thou taken. For duft thou art, and
anto duft fhalt thou return,

"This part of the fentence, refurning to
the duft, or dying, muft be fuppofed
commmon to both, the man and the wo-
man. And fo far the firll {entence takes
place. They did not die immediately.
But an irreverfible fentence of death pafies
upon them, which would take place in
a term of years, when God faw fit,

The reft of the fentence or puniﬂiment
inflited on Adam, 1s {uitable to the con-
dition of his {ex, as the woman’s was to
hers, whofe province, as the Apoftle ex-
cellently defcribes it, 1 Tim. v. 14. is to
bear chilaren, and guide the boufe : whilft
the man has the charge of providing for
himfelf and the family by his care, labour
and induftry. The panifhment therefore
laid upon Adam is, that his care, and
toil, and labour, fhould now for the fu-

ture,



[ 33}

tire be increafed, beyond what it weuld
have been otherwife.

But here arife objetions, relating to
the execution of the {everal fentences
pronounced upon the férpent, the tempter,
and the fwe tranfgreflors. 'The fentence
upon the lerpent was: Becaufe tion haft
done this, thou art curfed absve all catile,
and above cvery beaft of tue field : Upon
thy belly fhalt thou go, and dufi flalt thou
eat all the days of thy life.

This is thought a difhculty, And i€
is alked : Did not {ferpents go upon the
belly before ? Was not that their ordinary
motion always? How elle fhould they be
ferpents, if they wanted that which is
their proper nature? With regard then
to this, and the two other fentences of
punithment pronounced upon Eve, and
upon Adam, I would obferve. It fcems
to me probable, that God forefaw the
event: and that though Adam was made
innocent and uprisht, yet he would full,
This bemg forcfeen, there were difpofi-

K £10nS
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tions made in the original formation of
things, which would be {uitable to what
happened. Therefore the alterations to
be made upon the tranfpreffion of the
firft palr, were not very great and extra-
ordinary. That 15, there needed not any
oreat alteration in the form of {erpents,
nor in the woman’s make and conftitu-
tion, nor in the temper of the ground,
to accomplifi what 1s mentioned as a
punifhment upon each.

Serpents there were before the fall, as
15 manifeft, And their winding, infinu-

ating motion Is referred to. Nor did
God now, after the fall; create any new

{pecies of plants, as thorns and thiflles, to
exercife Adam’s patience, 'There were
already formed plants and herbs, that
were not immediately ufeful for food,
and would occafion an increafe of labour
and totl.  And doubtlefs there were alfo
lions, and tigers, and other like crea-
tures : all originally made within the
compafs of the fix days creation, and all

good, and wilely defigned, as a reftraint
upen
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upon man, according as his temper and
circumitances thould prove: to humble
him, and to render him fenfible of his
weaknefs in himfclf, and his dependance
upon God: and to make him thankful
for all his diftinctions, that he might be
induced to give the praife of all his pre-
rogatives and pre-eminences to him, from
whom they came : who had made him
to differ, with advantage, from the reft
of the living creatures of this earth : but
had alfo thewn, in a proper meafure, -his
wifdom and power in them, as well as
in him, and indeed 1s wife and holy, great
and admurable in all his works.

Nor does it appear, that the whole
earth, though fitted for great fertility,
was made paradifaical.  For, according
to Moles, Paradife was a garden, a fpot
of ground, which God planted, a certain
difiri® or territory, defigned for the ac-
commodation of man and the living crea-
tures with him, tn a f{tate of innocence.
When Adam therefore was turned out of

paradife, he would find a difference,
F o2 It
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It follows at v. 20. And Adam called
bis wife's name Eve, becaufe fhe was the
meiler of all hving.

When this was dene, is not abfolutely
certain. Mofes docs not {ay, when. And
as he {eems not always to keep the order
of tine, it may be queftioned, whether
this was done very foon after the fentence
haa Dbeen pronounced upon them: or
not till after the woman bad brought
forth, and was the mother of a living

child.

V. 21. Unto Adam alfo, and to lis
wife, did the Lord God makes coals of

frins, and clothed them.

It is very likely, that this 1s not men-
tioned in the order of time. For 1t pre-
cedes the account of expelling Adam and
Eve out of paradife: whereas 1t cannot
be eafily {uppofed, that it was done {o
{foon, It muft be reckoned probable,

that immediately after the tranfgreflion
S of
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- of our firft parents, and pronouncing
- featence upon them, they were driven
~out of paradife. But coars of flins could
- pot be fiad, till fome time after the fall.
For as all the brute creatures were made
by pairs, fome time muit have been
allowesd for thelr increafe, before any
could be {lain 1n the way of facrifice, or
otherwile,

Some of the Jewifh writers indeed
have underftood this literally : #har unto

v

Adam and bis wife God did make coats
of frins, and clobed them : that is, he
creaica for them: fuch garments,  Then,
~there would be no occafion to take from
~any of the beafts. But the more likely
. meaning 15, that by Divine inftruction
. and dire¢tion they made to themfelves

-~ coats of fkins, And it may be fuppo-

~ fed, that they were but rough and un-
 polifhed.

Underftand thefe words, as we gene-
rally do, that by Divine inftrution, and

-+ with the Divine approbation, Adam and
- Fve
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Tive clothed themfelves with the fkins of
{lain beafts, of fheep, or goats, or other '
living creatures : 1 fhould be much in-
clined to think, that Mofes inferted this
particular, as evidence, that God himfelf
approved of clothing the body with pro-
per and {officient covering, as a ground I,
and foundation of that decency, which
1s necellury to be obferved by fo fociable -
a creature as man, and 1 his prefent cir-
cumftances. And if the rough fkins of

cafts were ufed then, a more agreeable,
and more ornamental clothing would not
be unlawful or finful hereafter: when
farther improvements in arts and [ciences
{hould be made by the wit and muultiy
of man: provided it were but fuitable
to the abibity and condition of perfons,
And, for certain, a great variety of cir-
cumitances was very likely to arife in a
numerous race of beings.

I fay, 1f this be the meaning of the
words, as they arc generally underftood,
I fhould be much difpofed to think, that
Moles inferted this particular, to prevent

all
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al) feruples upon this head.  For though
a thing be in itfelf reafonable, and highly
expedient: yet there is nothing, that {o
“effe@ually puts objections to filence, as a
Divine precept or precedent.

However, there 1s a very learned and
diligent Expoflitor -+ of Scripture, who
explains this text in a different manner.
He does not deny, that the original word
1s ufed for coat or clothing : But yet he
thinks the word rendered coats fignifies
fents or tabernacles - which weuld be

more needful than clothing in that warm
| climate, near paradife. Nor would the
firlt pair, he thinks, need there {o thick
and heavy a clothing as that of the {kins
of beafis. Neverthelefs, I do but juft
mention this {fenfe. For that of our tran-

flation 1s generally approved of both by
Jewifh and Chriftian interpreters,

V.22, And the Lord God faid : Be-

bold, the man is become as one of us, to
know good and evil,

Calvin’s

v Vid, I Cleric, Comm. in Gen. 1. 7. et 21,
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Calvin’s remark upon this verfe is ex-
altly to this purpofe: “ Whereas I, fays
““ he, many Chriftizns from this place
““ draw the doctrine of a Trinity of per-
«“ fons in the Deity, I fear, the argu-
““ ment is not folid,” So that great man,
And indeed, though Mofes gives no par-
ticular account of the creation of angels,
yet their exiftence is fuppofed in feveral
parts of this hiftory, And what reafon
could there be for faying, upon this oc-
cafion, that man was become like one of
the Divine Perfons ? It may therefore be
reckoned very likely, that here is a re-
ference to the angelical order of beings,
{uppofed to be more perfect, and more
knowing, than man.

Still v. 22. And now left be put forth
bis hand, and take alfo of the tree of life,

and live for ever,

The expreflion is elliptical.  Some-

what is to be fupplied, and to this effect.

““ Now

1 Quod autem eliciant ex hoc loco Chriftiani dodtri-
nam de tribus in Deo perfonis, vereor ne fatis firmum fit
argumentum. Comm. in Gen. 11, 22,

|
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x Now care muft be had, that ke take
"« not of the tree of lite, and live for

“ ever.” 'This feems to imply, what
was formerly hinted, that the tree of life
was falutary, and healing, and might be
ufeful, In cafe of hurts, and mjuries, and
decays. But man having tranfgrefled in
eating of iie fruit forbidden him, and
having incurred the threatened fentence ;
(which too had been pronounced upon
him :) it was by no means fit, he {hounld
eat of the tree of life: tie fruit of which
might have rendered him immuortal, on
however prolonged his aays to a period,
that was not fuited to the crcunitances,
into which he had brought Limfelf by
wilful tranfprefiion. There is an allufion

to this defign, or this virtue of the tree
of life in Rev. xxil 2. And 1 the midff

of the fireet of it, and on either fide the
river awas {here the tree of lfe. .., And
the leaves of the trec were for bealing the
HIEI0S,

V. 213, 24. Therefore the Lord God fent
him forth from the garden of Eden, to till
G the
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ibe ground, from whence be was iaken,
So be drove out the man.  dnd be placed
at the eaft of the sarden of Eden cheru-
bims, and a flaming fword, which turned
every way, 1o keep the way of the tree of

iife.

The defign of all which feems to be
to intimate, 'that the fentence of death,
pronounced upon man, was peremptory
and irreverfible. He was by no means
to attain to immortality in this world,
but fuffer the change of death, or the
diffolution of {oul and body, and return
to the duft, out of which he was taken.

The text {peaks exprefily of man only.
Bat all allow, that the women 1s included,

and muft be underftood. And are we
not alfo to conclude, that the living crea-
tures were all to follow Adam, and leave
paradife ? There was no need to mention

them., They accompanied him, who
had dominion over them.

Man
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Man is {ent forth #o £/ the ground, in
Joing which he would have more labour,

¢han he would have hiad in paradife. His
employment is defcribed by #2/ing the
ground. For that would be his main
work, as his diet, for fome while at leaft,
would be chicfly vegetable. At the en-
trance into Eden, by which Adam was
driven out, were placed cherubim, or
angels, with a bright appearance, more
than ordinary, which rendered it awlul.

It would be too curious, I apprehend,

to inquire what became of that delight-
ful garden, or fpot of ground, in which

Adam and Eve were firft placed by their
bountiful maker, If it fubfited for a
while, it may be fuppofed to have been
. deftroyed by the flood, and peffibly be-
tore,

I have now {urveyed the account of the
srcation and fall of man, And though
{ have not made ufe of the nouon of its
being allegorical, which ufually leaves

G2 £00



[ 44 1

, too much room for funfy, and for a va-
riciy of imaginations, many of which, 1f
not all, would be cenjetural 5 yet, pol-
fibly, all 1s not exact hiftory, nor every
thing put in the order of time.

One inftance of this, I think, we have
plainly feen in the latter part of this
chapter : where God's making coats tor
Adam and Eve is mentioned before thelr
expulfion from paradife: whereas it 18
very probable, it was after i,

Another thing feems to be tran{pofed
in the Mofaic account. The living crea-

tures are reprefented to be brought to

Adam, to fee how he would call them,
before Eve was made. Buat it is not eafy

to conceive, how that fhould be done on
the very fixth day of the creation, when
Eve was made. It might be rather done

fome time after it. But Mofes places
that tranfaltion, a5 he has done, the
more to {hew the importance of the wo-
man’s creation, though it might in time
{fucceed It

i And

— -
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And there might be fome other things
inftanced in, which need not to be lite-
rally taken, as here related, in the utmolt
{trictnefs of interpretation.

In this account of Mofes we have the
origin of things. It is what Ipeculative
minds, in all ages, and in almoft all parts
of the world, have been employed about,
God is good. But how to account, then,
for evil, is a difficulty, which has greatly
engaged, and perplexed mankind.

In this relation of Mofes is fet before
us the origin of moral and penal evil, of

{in, and difeafes, and death, of the un-
common pains of child-bearing women,

and of the great pains and labour, which

man takes for the providing the neceffa-
yies of life,

And though, as has been owned, the
Mofaic account 1s not free from diffi-

culties, there never was a better given
by any. And confider Mofes only as a
Phil@f
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Philofopher, or Lawgiver, {eparate from
the charalter of an infpired writer, his
account of the creation, and of the primi-
tive ftate of many ond his fall, 15 worthy
of refpect. And we have reafon to be
thankful for it.

I {hall now mention fome obfervations
in the way of corollary,

1. All things were originally, as they
came out of the hand of God, go2d, and
were made by him in great wildom,

After the hiftory of the fix days crea-
tion, and of man in particular, it is added
by Mofes, at the end of the firft chapter of
this boolc: And God faw cvery thing that
be bad mode, and bebold it «was very good,
And the eveming and the morning were the

Jixth doy., And Solomon having with
great diligence employed his adtive and
capacious mind in furveying the affaiss
of this world, and having obferved many
inftances of vanity and vexation therein,
and particularly the great degeneracy of

mankind,
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mankind, fays: This have I found, of
this I fee reafon to be fully fatishied, #dat

God made man upright : but they have
fought out many inventions. Ecc.vii 2g.

[I. We are here led to obferve the
dignity of the human nature, which is
{o fet before us, that it might not be
overlooked, but might be regarded, and
taken notice of by every one.

Gen. i. 26. And God [ard: Lef us
make man 10 our tmage, after our likenefs,
Every word fhews the dignity of the
human nature, God 1s reprefented as
proceeding to the formation of man with
deliberation and confultation, He makes
him himfelf. He does not fay: Let the
earth now bring forth man, But, Lef us
make man, And full farther 1 71 our
image, after our (ikenefs. His dignity is
alfo fignified in what follows. And /et
them have dominion over the fifb of the fia,
and over the fowl of the air, and over
the cattle, and voer all the earth, This
thought, of man’s having dominion cver

all
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all things in this earth, and being lord
of all the creatures therein, feldom oc-
curs, as 1 apprehend, in Heathen wri-
tings: but it is a great and jufk notion,
and 15 a privilege, which mau (il en-
joys in great meafure.

This notion of the dignity of the hus
man nature leads us to two refieftions
Firft, man, who has been made {o ex-
cellent, and has dominion over other
creatures, {hould a&t according to his
dignity, as reafonable, and ifuperior to
other creatures on this earth, and fhould

{corn every thing that is mean, bale, 1m-~
pure, and cruel,

Another thought, which the dignity
of the human nature leads us to, is this:
That we can thence argue with great
probability, if not with abfolute certainty,
that God will not lofe this creature man,
or {uffer him to be for ever, and totally
loft. If man perith and be loft, to what
purpofe was this carth formed? And of
what ufe are all things therein, if man,

138,
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to whom dominion over them was given,
be taken away! and if he live not to

take pleafure in, admire, ulc, and em-
prove, the rich and coflly furniture, with
which this earth 1s adorned ? It is more-
over highly probable, that his time on
this earth is not the whole period of his
exiftence, So we may argue from the
confidgration of the fuperior dignity of

the buman nature, And we may fee
hereafter, that the argument 1s not in-

conclufive, but nghly framed.

III. All mankind have proceeded from
one pait,

Of this we could not be now abfolutely
fure, without fome good authority, or
well atte(ted tradition, But it 15 the ac-
count of Mofes, the greateft Lawgiver
that ever was, and an infpired Prophet
of God. The great refemblance of man-
kind in the feveral parts of the world
might be fome ground of this fuppofition,
But 1t would not be full proof. For

many pairs, refembling each other, might
H have
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have been formed by God, the Creator,
at once, in feveral, and remote countries,
that the earth might be foon peopled
thercby. But the account of Mofes, 1
fuppofe, may be relied upon. Nor ought
difference of complexion, and {ome cthet
leflr things, to be reckoned a valid ob-
jeCtion.  For difference of climates, with
the varietics of atr, earth, water, and the
lefler or greater dezrees of the {un’s heat,
will make f{enfible alterations and differ-
ences in one and the fame fpecies. St
Paul oblerves to the Athenians, that Ged
had izade of one bisod, all nations of wien,
for to dwell on all the face of the earth.
Ads xvit. 26, And though, as before
faid, the great refemblance of the human
frame and powers in the feveral parts of
the world may not be a demonftrative
argument to us, that all came from one
pair : yet this account of Mofes is much
confirmed by the great agreement be-
tween the {everal nations of the earth In
bodily frame, and intelle¢tual powers, like
defires, and paffions, and difeafes, and in
univerfal liablenefs to death.

This
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This leads vs to two reflections.  ©One
15, the remarkable efie@t of the Divine
blefling, beftowing fuch fruitfulnefs, that
by one pair the vaft circumference of this
earth fhould be gradually peopled, ma-
nured, and 1mproved.

The fecond 1s, that all men ought to
love one another as brethren, For they
are all defcended from the fame parents,
and cannot but have like powers, and
weaknefles, and wants. Solomon fays
Prov. xxvii. 19. As in water, or any
other mirrous, face anfwers fo face, fo the

beart of man foman. By confidering our-
{elves we may know others: what they

want, how we may relieve and comfort
them. And this thought {hould abate
exorbitant pride, For, notwithftanding
{fome differences of outward condition, we
have all the fime nature, and are brethren.

1V. The Mofaic account teaches the
only right order of marriage, that is, of
one man and one woman.

H When
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When the Pharifees came to our Lord
with a queftion about divorce, they be-
ing then accuftomed to polygamy, and
to frequent and eafy divorces, he imme-~
diately anfwers them, and puts them to
filence, by referring them to the Mofaic
account of the creation of the firft pair,
and the Divine inftitution of marriage.
Careful obfervations upon the increafe of
mankind have fhewn us, that the num-
ber of males and females born into the
world is near equal.  Confequently, great
inconveniences would enfue from a per-
verfion of the right order of marriage.
Neverthelefs nothing can be fo effeCtual,
to put, and keep things in a right courfe,
as Divine authority, like that in the Mo-
faic account of the creation.

V. Another thing taught in this ac-

count of the origin of things is the law-

fulnels, purliy, and innocence of the mar-
nage {tate.

For
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For God made man male and female,
and marriage was inftituted in the pri-
mitive ftate of innocence. Ch. i. 27. 28.
And God created man in bis own image ;
in the image of God created be bim : male

and female created be them. And God
bleffed them, and God faid unto them: Be

fruitful, and mulfiply, and replentfb the

earth, and fubdue 1t. Not now ta recite
again the farther account of the forma-

tion of the woman in the fecond chapter,
Doubtlefs this account of Mofes has been
of great fervice in all ages, to remove, or

prevent fcruples, and to reflrain thofe,
who from miftaken notions, or wrong
views, have been difpofed to prohibit,
or to difcourage marriage,

But though all are at liberty to marry,
if they pleafe, yet our Saviour ¥, as well

as St. Paul , feems to intimate the com-
mendablenefs of the fingle life in fome :

if they are mafters of their own purpofe,
and if they prefer it, that they may ferve
God

* Matth. xix. 1 1 Cor. vii.
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God with lefs diftration, and greater free-

dom from the cares of this life: if they
chufe to deny themfelves, and to give

themfelves wholly up to the fervice of
others 1n fpreading the principles of re-
ligion, or promoting the intereft of civil
fociety, 1n any cafes of emergence: pro-
vided alfo, that they herein act without
oftentation, and do not over-value thems=
felves upon this account, nor at all de-
{pife others: then there may be fome com-
mendablenefs in the fingle life. Never-
thelefs, after all, it may be reckoned pro-
bable, that there are not, and cannot be,
many inftances of the fingle life with all
the above-mentioned qualifications.

V1. The Mofaic account of the origin
of things teaches the duty of the fexes to

each other in the marriage fate.

This account teaches this, and 18 de-
figned {fo to do. The defign is fo ap-

parent, that it may, poffibly, lead fome

to queftion, whether there 15 not fome
! ftudied
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fudied contrivance in the narration, And
if all is hiftory, and things were fo per-
formed, in the order here related, 1t may
be efteemed unqueftionable, that things
were fo done, particularly, that God
created the man and the woman n this
manner, and in this order, on purpofe to
convey thefe inftruCtions. So therefore
argues St. Paul. 1 Cor. x1. 7. 3. 9. For
the man is the image and glory of God :
but the woman is the glory of the man.
Neither was the man created for the 50
man, but the woman for the man. And
in another place. 1 Tim. 1L 12, 13, 14.
But I [fuffer ot a woman to teach, or to
ufurp authority over the man, but to be in

Sfilence.  For Adam was firft forimed, then
FEwve. Here he adds alfo: And Adam
was 10f deceived, but the woman being

deceived was in the tranfgreffion,

Indeed all nations by their own reafon
and obfervation have difcerned the fame,
and have allotted to men the cabinet of
princes, the fenate, and courts of judica-

ture,
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ture, as well as the command of navies
and armies. But there are two ways of
teaching one and the fame thing. One
15 by reafon, the other is by falts related
in a certain order, and clothed with cer-
tain circumitances. And this latter me-
thod may be leaft offenfive, and as effec-
tual, as the other. For comparifons be-
tween equals, or nearly fo, are odious
and difagreeable. Y'ew or none can bear
to infift upon majefty of countenance,
bulk and {ftrength of body, compafs of
knowledge, and folidity of judgment, as
agrounds of fuperiority and pre-eminence;
when too there may be on the other fide
advantages of a different kind, that will
bring the balance very nigh, if not quite,

to an equilibre. The Mofaic narration
affords a better, as it is a {ofter argument,

Ch. i 7. And the Lord God formed nmon
of the duft of the ground, and breathed

into bis noftrils the breath of hife. And

man became a lhving foul.  Alterwards,

v. 18. And the Lord God Ja:d : It is not
good, that wan fhould be alone. I will

ake
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make him an belp mect for bim. V., 21,
22, And be fook one of bis ribs. .. And
the rib, which the Lord God bad taoken

from man, made be a woman, and brough
ber wnto the man.,  All which affords ex-

cellent inftruétion.  And if this account
teaches yielding of will and defire on the

one hand, it does as ftrongly enforce pro-
teCtion, love and tendernefs on the other:

the performance of which, fuitably, on
each fide, it 1s likely, will fecure mutual

comfort and happinefs.

VIL. Man was put upon a fair and
equitable trial, and fell from his primi-
tive ftate of happinefs by his own fault,

Ch. i, 16. 19, And the Lord God com-
manded the man, faying: Of every tree
1 the garden thou mayeft freely eat : but

of the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil thou fhalt not eat. For in the day

that thou eatefl thereof, thou fbalt furely
die,

I Divines
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Divines of all denominations, I think,
are agreed, that Adam had freedom of
will, power to chufe and to refufe, Good
and evil were fet before him., Nor was
it a difficult thing, to avoid the prohi-
bited fruit. And yet he was 1nduced to
eat of I,

VIIL If Adam, who was made up-
right, was overcome by temptation, we
ought to be upon our guard.

This is a duty, inculcated upon all of
us by our excellent Lord and Mafter.
Efpecially ought we to guard againft dif-
advantageous and dithonourable thoughts
of the Deity. By this means, as much
as any, the fubtle ferpent prevailed upon
and decetved Eve. Ch. 1. 1. Yea bas
God faid, ye fhall not eat of every tree of
the garden? .... V. 5. For God does
knew, that in the day ye cat thereof your
eyes fhall be opened, and ye fhall be as gods,

bowing good and evel.  All dithonour-
able
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able fentiments of God, as unmerciful,
illiberal, rigid, and inexorable, except
upon terms of {triCt juftice, are as falfe,
as thofe here fuggefted by the ferpent,
or rather by fatan: and if hearkened to,
will have a bad influence upon us; and
lead us aftray from him, who s the
{ource of our happinefs,

IX, The fall of our firft parents 15 not
only an argument to watch ourfelves, but
alfo to watch over others.  Says St. Paul
2 Cor. xi. 2. 2. I am jealous over you with
a godly jealonfy. . . For I fear, I/t by any
meaits, as the forpent deguiled Eve throygh
bis fubtlety, fo your minds fhould be car-
rupted from the fimplicity that 15 in Chrif?,

X. The fentence pronounced by God
upon our firft parents for their tranfgref-
fion was mild and equitable : or, it was
a juft fentence tempered with mercy.

The whole procefs of the judgment
fhews this, as rclated by Moles, Fird,
I 2 Adam
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Adam is fummoned. He could not deny,
that he had eaten the forbidden fruit,
But he has an excufe: not a very good
one, yet an excufe it is. The woman
whom thou goveft to be with me, [he gave
e of the tice, and I did eat. ‘The wo-
man too had tafted of the forbidden fruit,
and had firft tafted. She likewife has
an excule and apology : and though not
{ufficient, yet of fome moment. And the
woman faid : The ferpent beguiled me, and
I did eat. Sl farther, God begins with

pronouncing {entence upon the ferpent,
which muft have been exceeding com-
fortable to our firft parents. And an m-
timation is given, that the feed of the wwo-
maiz Thould prevail againit the {erpent:
or, that the caufe of truth and innocence,
relicion and virtue, and the true intereft
and happinefs of man, fhould prevail,
and take place in the end.

And though afterwards there are di-
ftin¢t and feveral {entences pronounced
upon each, even upon Adam, and Eve:

and
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and the fentence of death, as common

to both: yet they are not immediately
deftroyed, but have time afforded for re-

pentance.

We cannot forbear therefore to ob-
ferve the juftice and the equity of the
Divine Being. Man muft die, but not
immediately. And he would meet with
arguments to eftablifh his refolutions for
obedience to the will of God, and for
performing the duties of his prefent con-
dition. 'The angels that fell, appear not
to have had any mercy fhewn them.
They, it is likely, had no tempter. Here-
in, then, there is a difference between
man and them. God 1n his great good-
nefs and equity confiders this, and treats
man accordingly. This, as well as other
things, thould induce us to acknowledge
the goodnefs of God, and to guard againit
all thofe fentiments that impeach it. God
is the fountain of goodnefs. God there-

fore is the moft merciful; and moft equi-
table being in the univerfe,

XI.
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X1 The Mofaic account may lead us
to think, that fome magnify the confe-
quences of the fall of our firft parents,

The fin of Adam was the introdu&ion
of death, and of the miferies of this life.
And fo fur his fin 1s imputed to his de-
{cendents, that they all become liable to
the fentence of natural death. As St
Paul fays Rom. v. 12. By one man fin
entered 1uto the world, and death by Jin.
And fo death, a fentence of death, pafed

upon all men. This 1s not to be denied.
Nor 1s it any impeachment of the Divine
juftice or goodnefs. For God might have
made man at firft mortal, only fuppofing
a future {tate: and that all things here,
comforts and forrows, be defigned and
ordered, as preparatory and difciplinary
for another and better {tate.

But befide this, fome affert, that the
defcendents of Adam derive from him 2

vitiated aud corrupted nature, unable and
averfe
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averfe to good, and inclined to evil. But
where is this taught, either in this origin
of things, now before us, or in any other
part of Scripture? And would not this
be, in reality, to make God the author
of fin? Is not this imitating guilty Adam,
who faid: The woman whom thon gaveft
to be with me, fhe gave me, and I did
ecat 2 But if men could allege a vitiated
nature, it would be a better apology,
than that of Adam. The bad condu&
and the folicitations of the woman could
be no more at the utmoft than a temp-
tation from without, But nature is in-
born, and the man himfelf, If 2 bad
nature be derived to him without his
own fault, the evil 1s paft remedy, and
quite out of his power. And if bad ac-
tions flow from a bad nature, he is fcarce
accountable for them. They muft be
put to the account of nature, and the
author of .

Befides, what reafon is there to appre-
hend fo great an alteration made in the
nature
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nature and powers of man by Adam’s
tranfgreffion ! Is there an immenfe dif-
ference between Adam and his pofterity 2
Adam was made innocent. But his virtue
was not confirmed. How eafily were
Adam and Eve mifled, and drawn into
tranfgreffion! Is it not very ftrange, that,
in their circumitances, they fhounld not
be fatished, without tafting of the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil : when
the prohibition was fo exprefs and find,
and they enjoyed great plenty of other
things? The pofitive law, delivered to
Adam, forbidding him to touch the fruit
of that one tree, was a proper trial of his
virtue. For it cannot be doubted, that

he was obliged to refpect this law of his
Creator. And if he fhould difobey it,
that muft be owing to fome defect or

failure of moral virtue, as before ob-
ferved.

Let us, then, not be unwilling to con-
fider, whether the confequences of the
fall of our firft parents be not aggravated

by
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by fome: and let us be careful, not to
admit any fchemes, which are deroga-
tory to God’s honour, and which coun-
tenance or juftify men in their allowed
weaknefles, or wilful tranfgreflions.

XII, Finally, from the Mofaic account
of the origin of things, and the explica-
tion, which has been now given of i,
we may be enabled to perceive, that the
permiffion of the fall of our firft parents,

with the confequences of it, is no re-
fleCtion upon the wifdom of the Divine

Government.

For rational creatures muft be put upon
trial.  They cannot be without freedom

of will, which may be abufed. And as
our firft parents did not fin without a
tempter, or of their own motion, as
many of the angels feem to have done,
God in his treatment of them has joined
mercy with juftice.  Hence will arife
glory to God, and good to men, God
by his long-fuffering and patience, and

K the
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the inftructions afforded to them, and
other methods of his Providence, the
refult of his unfearchable wifdom and
goodnefs, will bring many of the {ons
of Adam to repentance, true holinefs,
eminent virtue, and heavenly glory and
happinefs, exceeding what could have
been enjoyed on this earth, even in para-

dife 1itlelf.

The virtue of true penitents 1s fome-
times very great. ‘They gain an efta-
blithment in the love and fear of God,
and a full refolution for all goodnefs.
The fteady virtue of men amidft the
temptations of this world will exceed the
virtue of Adam in paradife. 1t is true,
they are not innocent, as he was. But
they are upright, and fully refolved, and
they overcome itrong temptations. And
the moment of their virtue, according to
equitable conftruction, (and fuch.is that
of the Divine judgment:) majf equal,
and even furpafs the virtue of an angel,
w20 haz not [o great temptations, 1 am
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the more led to this, confidering the
great TeCOMpENces, which God in the
oofpel has propofed tc the faithful, the
fteady and viGorious in this ftate of trial.
And if we may attain to fuch excellence
here, and fuch glory hereafter, we are
greatly o blame, and much wanting ta
ourfelves, if we do not ffrive againft Jin}
to the utmoft, and refolutely, though
humbly, and without oftentation, main-
tain our integrity amidft all the folicita-
tions of this world.

T Hebr. xii. 4.

The E N D,
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