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BE IT REMETtmERED, that oa the firstday of January, in the fort y

eighi.h year of the indepcDflence of tbe Ullited States of Ameriea, 
k D. 18~5, R. W. POMERO!.", of tbe said distriet, hath deposited in thifl 
office Hle title of a book, the right whereof he drume as Proprietor, in 
the words followil1lg, to wit: 

" Bi.ogrllphy of the 8igmrs to the Declartilum of Indcpcndcr-ce.. . Vol. Y." 
In cooforlnitr to the act of tho cong~ss of the United States, intitu-
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led " An a.ct for the encouragement of learnlOg, hy securing the co-
pics of roaps, charts! and books. to the authors and proprietors of such 
co Dies, dming the time!> therein mentioned."; ADd alsa to the net, en· 
titlcd, " '\0 act supplementary to an aet entitled, "An act for the 
encuuragernent of learning', by securing tbe copics of maps, charts and 
books, to the authors and proprietors of such copies during the times 
therein mentionerl," and extending the bcnents thereof to tbe arts of 
designing, engraving,and etching historical and other prints. ti 
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W E of ten indulge in an unavåiling regret, that 
, 

few events belonging to the early portion of the 
, 

lives of distinguished in~viduals, are snatched from 
, , ' 

oblivion, to l the progress of ... l,leir genius 

and virtues. The interesting period of childhood, so 

frequently marked by strong developments of cha

racter, glides imperceptibly åway, and in the fond 

interchange of. the affections that attend it, we 
, , 

cease either to observe, or afterwards to remem-
, " 

, , ' 

ber, those traits or incidents, by which future ,use-
, , ' 

fli and distinetion are unequivocally foretold. 
, ' 

In after '!ife, when great talents have, been brought 

to consu mmate great public events, "and the Man 
, ' 

has stamped his name ,on t~e age ,in ,which he lived," 
• '. , r . .' '. '" . 

" we ~ecur, wi~J;1"an·u,n,!~~r.!~q"but, um:equited' iD-
, . 

qustry, to, ,records ~d do.ubtful' traditions, 
Ol ,., h.'. • • , 

, . ' 
.' 
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· for the g~~m~of that c~a~acter.1.w~~~:fich ,~turity , 
. . .' . . 

• I • • 

" ' w~hav:~~~n 'taught to '~d~ir~~.' ,".. ' , : . 
•• , .' ,','l," , 
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• 

To the long list of those, of w . remembranc,e 

little now remains, beyoDd what has been cherished 

in the very recesses of domestic affection, we are 

about to add the name of Thomas Lynch, junior, 

a man distinguished among his cont.emporaries for 

valuable qualities uniformly directed to noble ends. 

. The family of Lynch was originally of Austria; 

their genealogical tabfe atfords the following anec

dote, relative to the origin of its name. The town in 
• 

which they lived being closely beleaguered, the in-

habitallts resolved to hold out to the last extremity. 

Raving exhausted their prm'isions, they subsisted 

for some time on a field of pulse called Lince. Their 

hardy resistanee be ing ultimately crowned with 

success, in gratitude for their deliverance, which 

they attributed prindpally to the subsistence that 

the pulse had afforded them, they changed the 

Barne of their town, or city, as well as that of th.eir 

chieffamily, to Lince or Lintz. During the subse

quellt troubles in the empire, a branch of the family 

removed to England, and from Kent emigrated to 

Ireland, from which latter stock the Lynchs of 

South Carolina have descended. 

. Jonaek Lynch, the gre at-grand father of Thomas 

Lynch, junior, must have left Connaught for South 

Carolina shortly after the settlement of the colony. 

His desceudants have yet in their possession a do-
• 

• 

• 

•• 

, 
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• 
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• 

cument not devoid of curiosity and interest. It 

is a summary of the reasons, (written previous to 

his leaving Ireland,) which induced him to emi

grate; in which he weighs with great scrutiny and 

care, the various arguments for and against the 
, 

measure, and ultimately gives a preponderance in 
• 

favour of the former. This paper abundantly illus-

trates the practical sense and moderation 

which intluenced the views of the early settlers of 

our country, and tends. to prove, that, if our vast 

empire was not originally won by the sanguinary 
, 

• 

glory which awaited the Roman eagIes, there' was 

a mora~ justiee in its falling into the possession of 

a band of virtuous and enlightened pilgrims, who 
, 

fully felt the force of religious trut.h, and who, in 
scenes of difficulty and' trial, brought its sublime 

precepts to aid them both iri action and suffering. . 
, 

. Jonack ,Lynch's youngest son, Thomas, was the 

grandfather of the subject of this memoir, ,vho, aI

th~)Ugh he deri ved from' his father a slender. patxi-: 

mony, inherited in no inconsiderable degree his 

vigor and sagacity; both of which' he e"ince<l by 

exploring many portions of the then ~trodden 
, 

wilderness of South Carolina, and in locating grants 
, 

for severaI sections, comprehending the finest and 
, 

most fertile portions of our territory.. At this period, 
• 

the cultivationof rice was co ed exc1usively to 

• 

• 

, 
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the iuland swamps; the alluvial wi' the 
\ 

Bow of the tides, were generally neglected by the 
settlers as comparatjvely worthless. Lynch, 

, 

however, had the discernment to discover, that Hus 

apparent evil of periodical irrigation was not unly 

suseeptible of remedy, but might be turned to the 

most profitable account. He, therefore, took out 

grants for a large portion of the lands situated on 

the North and South Santee rivers, as high up as 

.L)llch's causeway, with the islands inclusive, and at 

his decease, left a princelyestate to his son Thomas, 

the father of Thomas Lynch, junior, who, by way 

of distinetion, we shall caU Thomas l,ynch the elder . 
• 

Of this gentleman, there are many recollections 

cherislied by those who set linger on the brink of 

the grave, and remember the happy union w}1jch 

his character afforded, of a public spirited patriot 
• 

and enlight.ened planter, who uniformly dedicated 

a pOl,tion of the income of his fine estate to up

holding the hospital it Y of his country, and in sub

serving many purposes of private charity and 

public beneficence. 

He was emphatical!y a. public man, and lived 

and died in the public service. Elected in his youth 

to a seat in the provincial assembly from the 

of St. James, Santee, he soonreached great emi

nence in that body, and was long regarded as at 

• 

• 

• 
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LYNeR • Il 
• 

• 

the head of the country party of the province. In 

all the disputes with the mother country, he es~ 

'poused the cause of colonial freedom with the 

most fervid enthusia.~m, and as early as 1764, after 
, 

the passage of the stamp ad, was delegated as the 

associate of John Rutledge and Christopher Gads

den, to represent South Carolina in the first con-
, 

gress eonvened by the eolonies; he uniformly COll

tinued to be ehosen a rnember of that assembly 
fJ 

until his death. 

\Vithout possessing the highly cultivated talents 

for oratory which characterized the splendid powers 

of Mr. Rutledge, he nevertheless attained decided 

success as a powerful debater, and was at once dis

tinguished for the purity and simplicity of his style, 

the condensation of his thoughts, and the stern and 

uneompromising honesty of his opinions. With sneh 
, 

qualities, so usefully and so honourably directed, 

he justIy acquired great influence in the COUl1ciis 

of his native state. So hj'~hly were his opinions 

appreciated on aU public concerns, that the com

mons house of assembly, (previous to the revolu

tion, but during the pel1dency of.those momentous 

questions which produced it,) on one ,occasion, ill 
• • 

, consequenee of his having. be en delayed on the 
. , 

, 

road, . on his way from his plantation to the city, 
adjourned for two qays, that time might be aIlow· 

• 

• 

• 

, 

• • , 

• 

• 
, 

• 
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ed him to join them in their delibel'ations. This 

compliment, infil1itely more significant in its cha

racter than the most formal vote of thanks, shows 

thatthere are periods, when an °anxious devotion to 

the public weal can produce, at least, a temporary 

suspensjon ofthose personal rivalries which so much 

distraet and influel1ce human conduct. 

The life of this patriot is so much interwoven 

with that of his son, that we shall offer no further 
lO 

apology tor having so long detained the reader 

from the 8hori and imperfed narrative we are 

ahont to atlord of the latter. 

THOl.\IASLYNCH, jr. was born at his father~s planta

tion on the banks of the North Santee river, Prince 

George's parish, South Carolilla, on the fUth of 

August, 1749. His mother's maiden name was 

Elizabeth lI. Aiston, whose loss it was his misfor

tune to deplore in early childhood. He was placed, 

when of a sufficient age to leave his father's roof, at 

the Indigo Society School, George Town, S.C. This 

seminåry, which at that period wasrichly endowed, 

and in a flourishing condition, must have be en Ull

der the superintendanee of able and faithful in

structors, as it possesses the reputation- of hav ing 
o 

o 

laid the elementary basis of the education of some 

of the most distinguished individuals in South Caro

lina. The pride, however, and ~scernment of Mr. 
, 

• • 

o 



• 

• 

, 

• 
, 
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, 

Lynch's father, with the ample means of affording 
, 

every accomplishment to his' y son, were not 

content to limit the advantages of his education to 

one altogether provincial. Indeed, young Lynch 
, 

bad unfolded such infallible tokens of a capaeity 
• 

for Ietters, combined with great docility of disposi-

tion, and an ardent and ingenuous spir~t, that his 
judicious parent determined to send him to Europe, 

before he had even completed his thirteenth year. 

On his arrivaI in England, he was placed at Etoll 
, 

school, where he remained long enough to acquire 

the elements of classical learning, and to qualify 
- ' 

himself for admission as a gentleman eommOl1er at 

the University of Cambridge. At this institution he 

took his degrees; but we regret to add, that of this 

interesting portion of his life, we have be en unable 
• 

to gather any ineidents whatsoever, excepting the 
, 

faet of his having enjoyed, in an eminent degree, 

the consideration of his eontempOraries, whieh was 
• 

• 

firmly fixed by his virtues, aequisitions, and insatla-
, 

ble thirst for knowledge. . . , 

The accounts· which his' father l'eceived of his 

pJ'ogress, must have been higbly flattering; for, il 
. , 

the pride and fondness of his' parental affection, he 
• 

sketched out schemes of usefulness and distiDetion 
, 

for his son, sømewhat border~ng on an extravagant 
• 

philanthropy. Conscious that it would be in his 
• 

VOL. v.o -c 
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• 

power to bequeath him a fOl'tune that would take 
• 

away all necessitf· for exertion, he was desiroll6 

of supply ing the place of this effective stimulus, 

by more generous principles of action. He desired 
• 

him to enter his llame at the Temple, and to pro-

secute a re gular course of legal studies; not for the 

single purpose of perfecting his education, or for 

the subsequent acquirement of that political mo

mentum, which in this country seems almost inva

l'iably to be derived from success at the bar, but 

that he 'might dedicate his learning and talents, 

regardless of all views of profit, to those cases of 
• 

unprotected truth aud justice, which oceasionaHy 

arise at the forum. . 
• 

The affections of the parent, could be content 

with nothing less than that the objeet, with whom 

he had associated a large portion of the interest of 
• 

his existence, should return' to his native home, ae

complished in all the qualities of a " finished man;" 

and that by a gl'atuitous exereise of the duties of 
. . 

a profession whieh has a most intimate eonnexiou' 
• , 

with the varied con cerns of life, he might beeome 

the champion of innocenee and misfortune . 
• 

With these agreeable reverjes, none but a eyme 

will quarrel. They belong to the freshness and 
• 

simpliCityof those affections, and the virtuous il-
• 

lusions growing out of them, in which we are all 

• 

, 

, 
, 

• 

• 

• 

, 
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• 

sometimes prone to indulge, in spite of the sad ex-
o 

perience of life.· To speculate, however, even.in 
.. - - , 

impossible schemes of benevolence, is not devoid 
• 

of utility. Although disappointed in their attain· 
• 

ment, yet by the veryeffort we are brought nearer 

both to practical good and to elevated excellence. 

Whatever opinion young Lynch may have se-
o 

• 

cretlyentertained of these views of his father, in 

their utmost extent, his filial obedience was too ha

bitllal not to insure his cheerftil acquiescence. He 
• • • • 

consequently commenced his terms at the Temple. 

At this' period, however, the momentous ques-
, 

. , 

tion between the colonies and mother country' was . 
• 

daily acquiring additional interest; and it needed 
o 

• 

no extraordinary o sagacity in 1\'lr. Lynch to dis· 

cover, that an extellsive field was in preparation at 

home, for the display of higher endowments, than 
o • 

could be exclusively fashioned by an acquaintance, 

however exaet, with Bracton and Fleta., 
• 

o 

, 

Great Britain may be said, at this time, to have 
. ' • 

been unconsciously nourishing, as well in arms as 
, 

o 

,in p'hilosøphy and letters) mauy of those daring 
• 

$pii'its who subsequently contributed to the down-
• 

fall of hel' colonial dominion. 'Who' rolled back 
• 

upon her those impetu0!ls energies of mind and 
- . . . 
, actiouHwhichher admirable institutionsof· educa-
'. o , 

, tion are so· weU ealculated to noul~ish and perfeet. 
o 

• 
, 

, 

, 

, 



• 

• 

• 

16 LYNCH. 

A large portion of the young men :of fortnne of 

South Carolina were scattered amidst her various 

seminaries, inhaling at these invigorating fountains 

of knowledge, the invincible spirit, which enabled 

them, bQth in the council and the field, to combat, 

with success, her tyranny and oppression. It was, 

moreover , a circumsfa.nce of peculiar good fortune, 

that most of the~e youths, when they left .their 
• 

hornes, were recomrnended to the patronage and 
lrindness of the high whig families· of o-land; and 

• 

many of them to the most distinguished peers in $e 
British parliament, who were at that time cODspi-

• • 

ellOus . for their opposition to the ministry , and for 
• • • 

their devotion to the cause of the colonies. It was 

in this. manner that the attachment of our young 

countrymen, to their native soil, and a keen sympa: 
, 

thy and indignation in the wroDgs which oppressed 

it, were kept in a state of unimpaired vigor. These . 
• • 

feelings occasionally broke forth into the most en-
thusiastic demonstrations of patriotism . 

• 

It may well be supposed that a youth like Mr . 
• 

Lynch; in the one-and-twentieth year of his ~e, 
• • • 

feeling the full' possession of his highly cultivfted 
• • 

• 

. powers, devoted to ,his country,. aware that. the 
• 

• 

. crisis wasrapidly approaching which· must. deter-
• • • 

• • 

mine her ~ervitude or freedom, at:td that the'"politi-
• 

ca! connexions ofhis father would, in ,all probability, 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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~nable him to take a distinguished part ip the con-
• • 

cerns of such a crisis, should have panted for the 

promised opportunities of distinction. The ~lack 

letter of the law had never many charms for. hinl . 
• 

Although be bad made himself master of the philo-
• 

sophy. of jurisprudence, and was admirably versed 
. , 

in the principles of the British constitution, yet his 
• • • 

high relish for the more fascinating portions of 
• • 

literature rendered the technical bl'anches of the 

science exceedirigly irksome to him; few, indt;ed, . 

can be reconciled to them, except under the gripe 

of a hard and invincible necessity. 
• 

Mr. Lynch's father ultimately yielded to his 

wishes, and he returned·to South· Carolina about the 

year 1772, after an absence of eight or nine yeal's.· 

The delight which his affectionate and judiCious pa

rent must have eJperienced, from' . the 
• 

. consumrnation of all those. . 
• 

. expectations 

which he bad ventured to entertain in relation to 
• • 

his 'son, roay be well imagined by those who have 
• 

felt the mingled anxieties and pleasures of p~~r. 

nity. We have the authority of more ,than one of 
• 

his contemporaries· for believing, that it did not 
• • 

. require' the fondness of a pai-ent to form a 
• • 

favourableestimate of the qualifica.#ons·of sueh a 
• 

, 

son. ,Few men had· ever returned to America more 
, 

• 
• 

. accomplished, in the most valuable sense of. the . 
• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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, 

term. With ample stores of knowledge, won from 
• 

the solid parts of human learning, embellished by 

the graces of polite literature, . easy and 

insinuating manners, combined with a powerful and 

fascinating elocution, he was enabled at once to 

impress that cODlmunity, in which he was de~tined 

to spend h,is short life, with a decided conviction 

of his great fitness for public confidenee and dis-
. , 

tinctjon. ,·The men of the revolution, who were 

educated and travelled ia foreign countries, seem 

to have been fully sensible of the purposes for 

which they went abroad, and the duties which 
. 

they would have to discharge at home. They COll-
• 

sequently corrected and amplified a knowledge de-
• 

rived from books, by observation and travel, aud, 

fixing a right valne on valuable things, returned 

untainted by the follies and fopperies of a refined 

but licentious society. 
• 

On his arrival in South Carolina, one of the first 
• 

steps which Mr. Lynch accomplished; was to in

duce his tather to relinquish his wishes in reference 
• -

to his practising the law. This acquiescence in the 
• 

inclinations of his son, was probably influenced by a 
• 

'strong desil'e to introduee him at once in public life; , 

to promote this object, he presented him with one of . .' 

his most valuable plantations on the North Santee 
• • 

river, that he might really, as weU as ostensibly, 

, 

• , 
• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 
.\1 

• 

, 
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, 

possess a gre at sta~e in the interests of the country. 

It was about this period that Thomas Lynch, jr. 
, 

'\Vas united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth Shubrick. 
, . 

In thepossession of this amiable" and beautiful 

woman, one of the early and romantic attachments ' 
, , 

of his childhood was gratified, . 

Every circumstance now cOGtributed to his do-
• 

mestic happiness, and personal popularity, for we , 

find Mr. LYllCh associated with his father in the 

provincial assemblies, and in most of the political 
, , 

. evcnts of the day. His debut as a public speaker . , 

had been made at a town-meeting at Charleston, 

shortly after his arrivat It was at this meeting, 

crowded for the purpose of taking int~ consideration 

some of the accumulated injuries inflicted by Great 

Britain, that he delighted his hearers by an inipres-
" . 

sive display of vigorous and enthusiastic feeling, en-

Iightened views, and a rhetoric which partook large

. Jy ofihe treasures of the classics. The interest ofthis 
, . 

scene "was very much enhanced, by his having fol-
, 

lowed in debate his venerable father , whose antago-
, 

•••• • 

l1ists he combatted with great force and success . . ' , 

This aHiance, subsisting between two individuals, 
, .. 

sustained by congeniality of views, and the, most 

devoted '. attachmeD:t "to the same cause, and ce-
, •• • • , , 

mented by the warmest and truest affections, pre-

sented a spectacle formed to attråct universa,[ 'notice . 
• , 

• 

, 

. , 

• 

• 

, 

• 
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and. admiration. There' are few situations in life, 
• 

presenti~g a picture of more moral beauty and in-

tel'est, thana parent and son mutually sustaining 
• • 

cach other in "such"a cause . 
• 

• 

It was not' in a display, however successful,' ot 
mere rhetoric and e]ocutioll, that 1\'11'. Lynch en-

• 

deavoured to be useful to his country. On the rais-

ing of the 61'st South Carolina regiment ofprovincial 
• • 

I'egulars, in 1775, he was appointed to the com- . 
. 

iliålicl of a (;Oillpauy. Tros commission he accepted 
• 

somewhat in 0p'position to the ~v.ishes of his father, . 

who was t~en in the congress of the 'U ~ted States, 
• • 

and who urged "him to proceed. to Philadelphia, 
• 

. that he might obtain for him an appoint~ent in the 

army, of a higher rank. But Mr. Lynch, with a 
• 

modest y as judicious as it was i'emarkable, resisted 
• • 

his father's partial designs, by observing, that " his 
• 

present conlm~ssionwas fuUy equal to his expe-
• • 

riel1ce;" no doubt reflecting, that in the military 

profession; a ,man's subsequent enthusiasm and ex-
'. . • • • 

ertions are vastl)' more important than the precise 
" • • 

pointat which he commences his career. 
, . 

" Early in· July, 1775, Mr. Lynch left Charleston, 
, . 

• 

III company with the present Gen. Charles eotes-
. ~ , , 

. WOl'th Pinckney, then a captain in. the first re-
• , , . . 

giment~ They commenc~d thel'ecruiting service 
• • • , . 

• 

in li orth Carolina, and unfurled the American co·" 
" 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
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lors in the counties of Newbern, Dauphin, and 

Dobbs, where they speedily met with the great-
• 

est success; raising, in a few weeks, their respec

tive quotas. The refinements of their European 

education did not disqualify them for the' rough. 
• 

insinuation, and peculiar address, necessary for this 

service. Their success was, however, very much 
• 

promoted by the friendly exertions of captain Mil-
ler, at that time an eminent merchant in Dobbs 

county, who, although engaged in rnising a volun-
• 

teer company. of riflemen himself, did not deny 
• 

• 

tbem his assistaDce. Of this warm hearted. vete-·. 

ran; Mr. Lynch' of ten spoke in terms of gratitude, . 

for his hospital it Y aud kindness. . 
• 

An incident in the life of captain Miller tends to . 
• ., . 

prove that there were many good men; and un-
• 

questionable patr~ts, at the commeneement of the 

revolution, who, whilst they were· in favour of the 

utmost freedom of the colonies, as colonies, were 
• 

yet opposed to an absolute disruption .of our po-
• 

litical. ties with the mother country. With these 
• • 

sentiments, captain .Miller uniformly opposed the 
• • 

sanguinary intolerance of the tories in North Caro-

lina, and when the I-lighlal1ders rose at Cross·Creek, , 
, . 

he joined, with his 'volunteer riflemeri, the 
, '.' • 

can standard, and was very instrumental, in queJJing 
• 

• • 

them at Moore~s Creek bridge .. He remained lltm-
• 

• 
VOL. V.' ·D 

• 
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ly with the whigs until the declaration of indepen-
• 

dence; after which event, he retired to Scotland, 
, 

, 

declaring "that he was by no means ripe for so 

strong and questionable a measure." He, neverthe

less, carrie~ with him the esteem and regrets of all 
, 

who bad witnessed the gallantry and noble dism-

terestedness of his conduet on various occasioJis. 

After completing his company, Mr. Lynch com

menced his mareh for Charleston, during "rhieh, he 

was attacked with the violent bilious fever of the 

country. His health had, previous to this attack, 

been seriously impaired by the exposures meident 

to the service in whieh he had been en ed; henee 

they we,re sufficient to destroy his constitution, and 

to make him, for the reninant of his life~ habitually 
, , . 

and eonstantly an invalid. 
, . , 

A sky" which had b~en unobscured by a single 

doud, began HOW to exhibit the most gloomy por

tents. TQwards the dose of the year' 1775, Mr. 

l..ynch j9ined his regiment, feeble and emaeiated, 
" . • 

. where he' soou'after received the melancholy tid-
, 

ings of .the extreme illness of his father at Phila-
• • • 

delphia. This intelligence was accompanied by the 

resignation, of. theseat of this inflexible patriot in 
• • 

. congress, Which, he could conscientiously'hold no 

longer than he felt himself abl~ to 'discharge its 

duties. Although a paralytie affection was the dis· 
, , 

, 

• 

, 

, 

, 
, 

, 
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ease by which hislife was menaeed, yet those who 

had the best opportunities of observing the pro-
• 

gress and charaeter of his infirmities, attributed 

!hem, in no small degree, to the anDeties for bis 
country, which unceasingly hilO. 

Urged by the dictates of filial piety, Mr. Lynch, 

notwithstanding the delicacy of his own health, lost 
• 

not a moment in making the necessary anange-
. 

ments to join his father, that he migbt exercise, 
• 

in his dying moments, that love and veneration 
• 

which he had always borne towards him.· 

He, however, encountered serious diffi~ulties in 
. obtaining a furlough for this purpose. His applica-

, 
tion was refused by his commanding officer, colonel 

• 

Gadsden, who, 'with the spirit of the Roman, would 
• 

have devoted his own son to the eau se of his coun-
• 

• 

try, and who never permitted the private relations 

of lue to interfere, eyen remotely, ",;th those of a 
• 

public nat':lre. This controversy was, however, 
• • 

speedily terminated by the elect!on of Mr. Lynch 
• • 

to the cOl1gress then convened at Phi1adelphia~ as 

the Sllccessor of his father, by the' unanimous vote 
. . 

, 

of the. provinciaJ assembly. This compliment to a 
• • 

• 

young man of twenty-seven, under an the circum-
• • 

• 

stances which accompanied it, por'trayed in the most 
• • 

vivid colours, the high and general consideration 
• 

entertained for his talents and, worth. 
• • • , 

• , • • 
• 

• 

, . 

• • 
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On his arrival at Philadelphia, he took his seat in 

the congress of 1776,' ,an assembly which has been . 
, 

justly stiled, by one of the greatest an~ proudest 
• 

spirits of modern times, "one of the most august 

the world has ever witnessed." As the proceedings 

of tbis body were conducted with closed doors, we 

are unable, at this time, to establish the precise 

agency of the different members in the va~ious 

events of the day. But we are justified, by the 
contemporary testimony of his associates, in affirm

ing, that although Mr. Lynch's health was too 

feeble to aIIow his participating with unremitting 

activity in the public concerns, he nevertheless . 
• 

succeeded in fixing a just impression of his exalted 

charaeter, superior intelleet, and' persuasive elo-

quence. . 

ether the fatigues of his journey had aggra-

vated his malady, or the change of climate had been 
, 

unpropitious, it is impossible to detel'mine, but he 
• 

had not· been long in congress before }lis health 
• • . ' 

began to· decline with the most alarming rapidity. 
, 

. He was, however, enabled to give his full sanction 
, 

to those measures, which were tending, with irre-
, 

• 

sistible efficacy, to the declaration of ipdependence . 
• 

One of the last acts of his political life was to affix' 
, . 

• 

his signature to. this important manifesto. 
• • 

", • 
" • , , 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

, 

• 
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During the early part of the services of Mr. 

Lynch in congress, his father remamed in Phila-
<, 

delphia. fle had experienced a temporary alle via-

tion from his . sufferings; and his physicians 

lIattered themselves with the hope that he might 
• • 

live to reach Carolina. On this journey, which they 
, , 

recommtmded,' his valuable life was terminated by 

aseeond paralytie ~ttack at Amlapolis, in the au

bunn of 1776, where he expired in the arms of his 

son. • 

, 

It was not long after this di stressing event, that 

Mr. Lynch returned home, but in a~situation which 

did not promise a long continuance of his own life . 

Such were the infirmities which he labour-
• 

ed, t~at he w'as frequently deprived, during seve- . 

. ral weeks, of the use of his limbs, l~y severe and, 
, 

continued rheumatic fevers, the consequences of 
• , 

his privations . and exposures in the service of his 
• 

country. 

Being thus compelled' to abandon all his public 

employments, he could not avoid realizing the pain .. 

'ful truth, that the cause of his country, whether 

destined to be fortunate or otherwise, would~ iQ all 
, . 

pl'obability, be unaided by' his future exertions. . 

This belief was forced upon him at the very period . , . 

when the anxieties of his patriotism w.er~ moSt 
• 

• 

sensiblyexcited, by those eventswhich were daily 
, , 

, • 

• 

• 
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conferring fresb interest on that contest, in the fate 

of wruch he had been willing to stake both his life 

and forlunes. 
, 

, 

His friends, witnessing his rapid decline with the 
• , 

most ptlinful emotions, embraced, with avidity, any 

alternative promising even an imperfect hope of 

the ultimate preservation of his Iife. A change of 
, 

climate was re gård ed as the «?nly resource, as his 
, 

case seemed beyond the reach of medical ·1I. 

Notwithstanding the difficulties of a voyage to Eu-
• 

rope, rendered perilous by the hazards of capture, 

in which event'the fate of Mr. Lynch would have 

be en at least the tower, if not the scaffold, he was 

prevailed upon to emhark for St. Eustatia,· where, 
. .~ . 

it was believed, he might find a neutral vessel . 
• 

bound for the south of France. He accordingly . 

sailed about the close of the year 1779, in a ship 
cømmanded by captain Morgan, accompanied by . 

• , 

his amiable lady, whose conjugal devotion increas- . 
• • 

• 

ed with the declining health' of her husband. • 

• 

. In this voyage" they unfortunately terminated 
, , 

their mortal career. The circumstances' of their 
• • 

, , 

fat~ are v,eiled in impenetrable obscurity. As it 

has been said,'. on, a 'similar occas!on, ",we know 

that tl,ley are' dead,: and that is all we know.", That 
, 

, 

the ship foundered at sea, there can be"little d,oubt. 
• • •• 

Independentlyof her having been injudiciously 
• • 

, 

> 

• 

, 

, 

, 
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lengthened, previous to the voyage, there was a 

Frenchman among the passengers, who, for some 

. reason unknown, after the ship bad been a few 

days at sea, was induced to re~ove on board a 
• 

vessel which sailed in company. T'he account he 
• 

afforded was, that the night r he left the ship, 

in which Mr. Ly-nch and his family had embark~ .. 

ed, a violent tempest arose, in which every soul 
• 

on boardmust have. perished. A consid~rable 

time elapsed before thesuspense of Mr, Lynch's 
•• • 

• 

relatives was removed by -ihis distressing intelli- . 
• • 

gence. Many rumours were, from time to time, in 
• 

circulation, cålculated to keep their hopes and fears . 

in a state of excitement .. Every ship that approach-
• 

ed the coast, they watched with.painful a~ety, in 
the vain h,ope,of its being .the harbinger, 'of glad 

• • 

tidings ' but su~h a harpinger never came~ , 
• • , 

Mr~ Lynch's marriage was' ruitful. The im-

mediate relatives who survived him, were 'three 
• 

sisters , Sabina, Esther, and Elizabeth; the twa first .. ' 

were his full sisters, and the last his half sister; by 
• , . 

a. subsequent· intermarriage of his father with Han-

. Motte, the daughter' of Jacob Motte, a highly 
, . 

'estimable citizen of the, province, ,Who r~ared a 

numerous 'ly, in great comfort and respecta' 
, . ' . 

bility.' Ofthese sisters, one onIy is D()W living~ who . ' , 
resides fu C leston. Sabina 'and Elizabeth are 

• , , • 

• 

• 
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both dead. At the period of her decease, the for

mer was the widow of the late John Bowman, Esq. 
a gentleman advantageously distinguished dUl~ing 

his life, by the e~ercise of an aetive philanthropy, 

and by the possession of various and hig~ly enJ.ti~ 
• 

vated powers of intelleet; . the latter (Elizabeth,) 

'it was married to major James Ham~lton, sen.· an 
• 

officer of the revolution, who served in the seeond 
• 

regiment of the Pennsylvania line, and who came 

info Caroiina during thewar, in general '\Vayne's 
• • 

brigade. 
• 

• 

Before Mr. Lynch embark,ed . for Europe, he 

executed a wil1, by whieh he bequeathed, in the 

event of his wife's not surviving . him, his ample 

fortune in equal proportions to his three sisters. 

The views whieh we have oeeasionally presented 
• 

of Mr. Lynch's charaeter, in the course ofthis nar

rative, will supersede the necessity of our indulging 

in a detailed analJ'Sis of its features. If vigorous . 

health, and a long life,. had not been.denied him, 
he would h~ve reached and merited the highest 

• 
• 

honours of his country; at least, he. enjoyed .the 
• 

necessary qualifications for their attainment, in an 
• • • 

eminent degree. He not ønly possessed that striet 
• • 

• 

IDoral worth 'which is the ·onIy. sure foundation of 
• 

su.c.cess in life, but he,exalted it by maxims aijd prin-
• , 

ciples of the most refined delicacy and honour. His 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

, 
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selfdenial, evinced in a commendable controlover 
• 

• 

his own passions, was as. remarkable as the tender-
• 

ness . and ardour of, his affection for his friends. 
, 

, 

Perhaps the most' severe test that can be ap,plied 
, 

• 

to the charaeter of any man, is to place him- in the 
, 

, 

situation of a slave-holder. If, with the • SSlon 
, 

of unlimited and irrespon'sible dominion, he' yet' 
, , 

undebauched by the excesses of authority, ·if, with 
, ' . 

the Wlcheckedpower to do wrong, he uniformly 
, , 

endeavours to do right, and blends the exercise of 
• 

, 

the most benignant feelings of our nature with the 
, . 

pretogatives of an absolute ruler, we may be satis· 
, 

fied that such an individual is a just man, in the most 
• 

, ' , 

. perfeet acceptation of the term. To the numerous 

slaves, which the opulence of his father ha~ he
, queathed him, Mr. Lynch was not onIy a judicious 

. , 
master, but a kind 'friend, abundantly fulfilling all 

, 

the ,duties of one of the most difficult relations 'iR ' . ' • 

human society .. ' ',-• ' . 
, 

. His domestie occupations were all of the most 

amiable cast. Habitually' under the' control of a fund 

of go'O~ se~se, he, yet l'etained enough of the pas

sions to give a warmth" and glow to hi~ affections. 
. ~ . . . 

No man' was ever loved more ardently. by his 

friends, or more richly deserved it. Tender. to those . " , 

under. his protection, urbane in bis in~ercourse with ',. 
• • • 

the wO,rld, embellishing' the, society 'in wbich he ., 
, . 

• 
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lived by t.he vivacity and 'variety of his colloquial 
powers, he \Vas universally o beloved and. admired .. 

He bore his severe illness with the resignation 
• 

of a Christian, and, with that, philosophy in which 
o 

• 

prot~acted suffering is apt to mstruct its unfortu-
nate victims. 

• o 

Among his faults, (and who is without them1) it 
• 

might" be said that he was too much addicted to the 

indulgence of that literary . . ,which, ~when 
urged to an extreme, degenerates

O 

into absolute in

do~ence. His friends, therefore, sometimeso found it 
difficult to excite him to exertion in public, more 
especially as this habit, co-:operating with his great 

lllodesty, frequently p~oduced an almost in.V1ncible 

l'eluctance to display himself. His fine natural pow-
o 

ers, as we have already shown, had been most ~uc

cessfully cultivated by the advåntages of a finished 
• • 

education. His de-votion to'letters partook large~y 

of the enthusiasm of a peculiar pas~ion. It has been 
'f; o 

frequently observed, that men or-genius, indepen~ 

dently of their general relish for the beauties of 
o 

philosophy and le~rs, cherish an almost exclusive 
, 

fohdnes~ for 'a, particular author, whose'work" they. 
f' o 

' 'o wear in their bosoms for secret looks. aDd solitary 
, 

• • • 

enjoymeut.·' Shåkspeare was' the· volume that lUr. 
o , 

" Lynch loved Plost:· ·to this immortal.bard he paid 
o 

• • • • .' : 
, 

• 

. , 
• 

• 
• 

• 

o 

, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

o 
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~he homnge of a spirit deeply . by the 
wonders of his vast and inimitåble genius. 

It was by an indulgence in these elegant pur .. 

suits, that 'he was enabled to adorn his discourse, 

botb written and oral, mth the tre~ures of a rich 
, ' 

fancy and exquisite faste: and the effect of these 

. qualifications was not lessened by a frivolous love 

of exhibiting them. 'In the various public assem-
.' . 

blies' in which he served, he seldom spoke,. and 

never but on the most important occasions. 

he did rise, he commanded profound attention, and . 
gave the most unequivocal tokens of the adaptation 

• 

of his powers to the higher excellencies of oratory . 

Although tbis narrative is enriched by few· factS 

of a permanent, or general . . yet enough 

has heen said to justify the confidence reposed ,in 
• 

.his abilities and integrity, by his ~ellow· citizens. l 

•• • 

With unshaken firmness, .he promoted the success 
• 

of the cause which he had adopted, until. the pre-
" , . . , ' . 

mature prostration of his bodily powers compel-

led him, with ~rro\Vful hesitation, to retire from 
• • 

the path of his public du~es, and cir.cumscribed 
• • 

that range of usefulness, which" from the vigour of 
, 

his mind, appearedto 'be, almost uillimited. . The 
•• , . 

~ata8trophe which terminated his lire, is one of those 

.affiicting dispen~tions ·which carries·with it a pe-. . ' 

culiar souow .. Death, in its mildest form, is shroud-

'. " 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

, 
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, . 

ed in terror;, but to be plunged, perhaps without· 
• 

one moment of preparation,. into eternity, ~s an 

event peculiarly awful, and calculated to arouse the 

deepest emotions in the hearts of the. survivors. 

Such ·were ~J1e services, the abilities, the virtues, 

and the fate~ of Mr. Lynch. His public character 

is perpetuated in the proudest record of his COUD- " 
• 

try; and h,s virtues are now bequeathed as a pure 
, , , 

and ~structive modelto posterity. ' . 
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