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TO
EDWARD CLARKE,
Of CuirrLey, Elg;

SIR,
HESE Thoughts concerniﬁg Educa-

tion, which now come abvoad into the

World, do of Right belong to You, being
written feveral Years fince for Your Soke, and
are no other than what You have already by Yoy
i my Letters. 1 have fo little varied any thing,
but only the Order of what was fent you at dif-
ferent Times, and on feveral Occafions, that
the Reader will eafily find, in the Familiarity
and Lafbion of the Stiley that they were rather
the private Gomverfation of two Friends, thai
a Difcourfe defi gned for publick View.

The Importunity of Frignds is the comimnon
dpaﬁoﬁy for Publications Men are afraid to
oW tbemﬁlves forwaid to. But you kinvw 1
can trely fay, that if fome, who baving heard
of thife Papers of mine, bad uot prefled to e
them, and afterwards fo bave them printed,
they bad lain dermant Bill in that Privacy they
were defigned for. But thofe, wwhofe Fudsment
I defer inuch 1o, teiling sme, that they were
perfuaded, that this rough Diaught of e
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The Epiftle Dedicatory.
migot be of fome Ule, if made more publick,

touched upon what will always be very preva-
lent with me: For I think it every Man's in-
arfpenfible Duty, to do all the Service be can to
bis Countryy and 1 fee not what Difference  be
puls between bimfelf and brs Cattle, twho lives
without that Thought, This. Subjeld is of fo
great Concernment, and a right Way of Edu-
cation is of fo general Advantage, that did 1
find my Abilities anfwer my Wilbes, 1 Jfbould
wot bave needed Exhortations or  Importu-
nities from others. However, the Meanne/s
of thefe Papers, and sy juft Diftruf} of them,
Jhall not keep me, by the Shame of doing [o
little, from cantributing my Mite, when there is
1o more required of we, than my throwing it
into the publick Receptacle,  And if there be any
more of their Sixe and Nolions, who liked them
fo well, that they thought them worth printing,
I may flatter myfelf they will not be Zqﬁ Labour
1o every Body.

I myfelf bave been canfulted of late by fa
many,. who profefs themfelves at a Lofs bow
t0 breed their Children, and the early Corrup-
tion-of Youth is now.become fo general.a Gons-
flamt that be cannot be thought wholly imper-

tinent, who brings the Confideration of this Mat-
ser.on the Stage, and offers fomething, if it be
but 1o extite others, or afford Matter of Cor-.
reftion:. . For Errers in Fducation fhould -be
lefs mdzz{ged than any. Thefe, like Faulls. in
the firfp Concoltion, that are never siended- in
e _/eca:vzd gr third, carry their afterwords in-
| corrigible



The Epiftle ‘Dedicatory.
corrigible Taint with them, thro’ all the Faris
end Stations of Life.

[ ain fo far from being conceited of any tinng
I bave beve offered, . that 1 fhould not be furry,
even for your Sake, if fome one abler and . fitter
for fuck a Tafk world, in a juf Treatife of
Education, fuited to our Lnglith Gentiy, seliify
the Mifiokes I bave made tn thisy it being
much inove defirable to e, that young Gentle-
mey foould be put into (that which every one
ought to be folicitons about) the beft Way of
besig formed and inflrudled, tian that my Opi-
nion fhenld be received concerning it Vou will,
bowever, tn the mean Time vear me Witiefs,
that the Method, here propofed, bas bad no or-
ainary Effedls upon a Gentleman's Sen it was
rot defigned for. 1 will not fay the good Tem-
per of the Child did not very much contribute to
ity but this I think You and the Pavents are
Jatisfied of, that a contrary Ulage, according to
the erdinary difciplining of Children, wosld not
bave mended that Tempery nor bave brought
bim to be-in Love with bis Book, to lake g Pleg-
fure in Learning, and to defire, as be does, to
bt taught more than -thofe abeut bim think fit
alays 3o teach bim.

But my Bufinefs is net to vecommend this Trea-
tife 1o Yon, whofe Opinion of it I know alreadyy
nor 1t to the W orld, either by your Opinion- or
Paironage. The well Educating of their Chil-
aren is fo much the Duty and Concern -of Pa-
vents, and the Velfare and Profperity of the
Nation fo much depends on it, that I would have
| A g EvEry



The Epiftle Dedicatory,

every onelay 1 ﬁrzcz by 10 Heart 5 and after bav-
g well examined and dfjfmo‘zaﬂf d what Fanty,
Cuftom, or Reafon adv:fes in the Cafe, [et bis
belping Hand to promote every where that IVay
of tramming up Louth, with Regard to their fe-
veral Conditions, which is the eafieh, fhortefd,
ond likelieft to produce wvirtuous, wufeful, and
asle Men in therr diftiné Callingsy the’ that
meft to be token Caré of, is the Gentlesnan’s
Calling 5 for if thofe of that Renk are by their
Education once fet vight, they will quickly bring
all the reft into Order.

T kinewy not whether' 1 bave done wore than
focwi my good Wifbes towards it in this Jbort
Difcourfe.  Such as it 15, the World now bas it ,
and if there be any T bfizg in 1t wersh their Ac-
ceptance, toey cwe their Thanks to You for il
My Affeiion 1o You gave the Jir Rife to
1ty aud I aim pleafed, that I can leave to Pif-
terity this Mark of the Friendfbip that bas been
between us sy for Iknow no greater Pleafure i
ihis Life, nor a better Remembrance to be left
bebind oney than a long-continued Friendfbip
wilh an bam;/i ufeful, and worthy Mziz, and
Lover of bis Codntry, I am, .

SIR,
Your moft humble,

ﬂf‘;’g‘f /s and moft faithful Servant,

YOHN LOCKE

THE
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220 Of EDUCATION.

may tempt them to 1t, and {o take Books
only for fafhionable Amufements, or imper-
tinent Troubles good for nothing.

§. 157. The Lord’s Prayer, the Creed,
and Ten Commandments, 1t s neceflary he
fhould learn perfectly by Heart; but, I
think, not by reading them himfelf in his
Primer, but by fomebody’s repeating them
to him, even before he can read. But
learning by heart, and leariing 1o read, thould
not, I think, be mixed, and {o one made to
clog the other; but his learning to read
{hould be made as little Trouble or Bufinefs
to him as might be.

What other Books there are in Englifh of
the Kind of thofe above-mentioned, fit to
engage the Liking of Children, and tempt
them to read, I do not know, but am apt
to think, that Children, being generally de-
livered over to the Method of Schools,

where the Fear of the Rod 1s to inforce, and
not any Pleafure of the Employment to in-
vite them to learn, this Sort of ufeful Books,
among(t the Number of filly ones that are
of all Sorts, have yet had the Fate.to be
neglected ; and nothing that I know has been
confidered of this Kind out of the ordinary
Road of the Horn-Bock, Primer, Plalter,
Teltament, and Bible. -

§. 158. As for the Bible, which Children
are ufually employed in to exercife and 1m-
prove their Talent i reading, 1 think, the

PI'O'
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Of EDUCATION. 231

promifcuous Reading of 1t, though by Chap-
ers as they lie i Order, 15 fo far from
being of any Advantage to Children, either
for the perfeCting thewr Reading, or prin-
cipling their Rehigion, that perhaps a worfe
could not be found : For what Plealure or
Encouragement can 1t be to a Child to ex-
ercife himfelf in reading thofe Parts of a
Book where he underftands nothing? And
how little are the Law of Mbofes, the Song
of Solomon, the Prophecics in the Old, and
the Epiftles and Apocalypfe in the New Tef.
rament, {uited to a Child’s Capacity? And
though the Hittory of the Evangelifts, and
the A&ts, have lomething eafier, yet, taken
all together, 1t 1s very difproportional to
the Underftanding of Childhood. 1 grant,
that the Principles of Religion are to be
drawn from thence, and in the Words of
the Scripture 3 yet none fhould be propofed

o a Child, but fuch as are fuited to a
Child’s Capacity and Notions. But 1t is far
from this, to read through the whole Bible,
and that for Reading’s fake. And what an
odd Jumble of Thoughts mufta Child have
in his Head, if he have any at all, fuch as
he fhould have concerning Religion, who
In his tender Age reads all the Parts of the
Bible indifferently as the Word of God,
without any other Diftinction! I'am apt to
think, that this, in {fome Men, has been
the very Reafon why they never had clear

and




232 Of EDUCATION.

and diftinct Thoughts of it all their Life
Time.

§. 159. Andnow I am by chance fallen
on this Subject, give me leave to fay, that
there are fome Parts of the Seripture which
may be proper to be put into the Hands of
a Child to engage bim to read; {uch as are
the Story of ]oﬁp/y and his Brethren, of
Dcr id and Goliath, of David and j‘oizazbﬂ;z

¢F¢. and others, that he fhould be made 1o
read for his Inftruction, as that, /7bat you
would bave others do unto you, do you the [aine
unto thems and {uch other eafy and plain
moral Rules, which being fitly chofen might
often be made ule of, both for Reading and
Inftruction together; and fo often 1ead, till
they are t,horoughly fixed in the Memory ;
and then afterwards, as he grows ripe for
them, may in their Turns, on fit Occafi-
ons, be inculcated as- the ftanding and fa-
cred Rules of his Life and Actions. But
the Reading of the whole Scripture indiffe-
rently, 15 what I think very inconvenient
for Children, ull after having been made

acquainted with the plaineft fundamental
Parts of 1t, they have got fome kind of ge-
neral View of what they ought principally
to believe ana pratife; which yet, 1 think,
they ought to receive in the very Words of
the Scripture, and not in {uch as Men, pre-
poflefied by Syftems and Analogies, are apt
in this Cafe to make ufe of and force upon

them,



Of EDUCATION. 233

them.  Dr. Horthington, to avoid this, has
made a Catechilm, which has all s An-
fwers 1n the precife Words of the Scripture,
2 Thing of good Example, and fuch a found
Form of Words as no Chriftian can exceps
againft, as not fit for his Child to learn.
Of this, as foon as he can {ay the Lord’s
Prayer, Creed, and ten Commandments by
leart, it may be fit for him to learn a
Queftion every Day, or every Week, as
his Underftanding 1s able to receive, and
his Memory to retain them. And when
he has this Catechifm perfeltly by Heart,
fo as readily and roundly to anfwer to any
Queltion 1n the whole Book, 1t may be
convenient to lodge 1n his Mind the remain-
ing moral Rules {cattered up and down in
the Bible, as the belt Exercife of his Me-
mory, and that which may be always a Rule
to him, ready at Hand, 1n the whole Con-
duct of his Life. -

§. 160. When he can read Englifh Writing.
well, 1t will be feafonable to enter
him in Writing : And here the firft Thing
(hould be taught him 1s to bold his Pen right
and this he fhould be perfe&t in before he
thould be {uffered to put it to Paper: For
not only Children, but any Body elfe, that
would do any thing well, fhould never be
pat upon too much of 1t at once, or be fet
to perfect themfelves in two Parts of an
Action at the fame Time, 1if they can pol-

L fibly





