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ADVERTISEMENT.

MR. LOCKEs: Letter concerning

Toleration, was firft printed in Latin,
at Gouda, in Holland, 1 1689, and
was publithed the fame year in Englifh,
in quarto, at London, and, in the fame
year,alfo,induodecimo, when the prefent
Addrefs to the Reader was prefixed by
the tranflator, Mr. Popple, befpcaking
the ufeiulnefs and the importance of the
inftructicn conveyed in 1t, and the great
neceffity there was, at that time, for
both governors and people to attend to
and profit by 1t.

It 15 mortifying to obferve, that a
work of fuch an author, and of {uch
ineftimable price, fhould have been more
than a century betore the public, and
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have produced fo little of the effedt
which might, in all reafon, have been
expetted from it, and that the original
Addrefs fhould anply equally to the
nation now as at the firft.

This may be afcribed, among other
caufes, to the treatife being little known
and read, as 1t has not hitherto been to
be met with but in the midft of feveral
large volumes of the author’s writings,
on a variety of fubjeﬂs, where 1t lay
buricd from common eyes. For 1t 1s
remarkable, though not much to the
credit of knglifhmen, that this Letter
CONCeIn.iig Tuleration, has never once
been priuted by itfelf, fince a fecond
edition in 1690, m duodecimo. It 1s,
indeed, to be found printed at the head
of a colleétion i Mr. Locke’s Letters
on loleration, but that 1s little known,
and in few hands ; and befides, as the
{ubfcquent Letters in the collettion are
ali of them in defence of the firft, though

4,
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they be exceedingly valuable, the air of
controver{y which they carry in the face
of them, may have made the whole
lefs minded by common readers.

It has, therefore, been judged proper
to print the Letter cencerning Tole-
vation, by itfelf, in a {maller form, that
it mey be more diftinétly {een, and more
eafily come at by all ranks of people,
who are cqually concerned to know
the momentous truths it delivers, which
are at all times neceffary, as well as to
all perfons. 'IThe gratification which
the work offers to the reader, 1s, of
itfelf, encouragement fuihicient ; yet the
Editor ventures to add, that no man can
be juftified in deciding, much lefs in
atting, on this moft interefting queftion,
who has not given full attention to the
principles on which Mr, Locke founds
his weighty opinion, -

June, 18co,



THE TRANSLATOR

TO

THE READER.

THE enfuing Letler concerning To-
{eration, firlt printed m Latin this very
vear, in Holland, has already been tranf-
lated both mnto Dutck and French. So
=eneral and {peedy an approbation may
therefore befpeax its favourable recep-
tion in England. 1 thmk indeed there
15 no nation und:r Soaven, in which {o
miuch has afready beea faid wpon that
fubiclt, ne curs. But vet certainly there
1S NO p:ai;lz t*r:-:',.t Tand momore need of
having fometling further both faid and
done aimengd {LL;..J, i1 this point, than
v (o,

A 4
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Cur government has not only been

paitlal in matters of religion ; but thofe
ati{o who heave f{ufiered Lmde.-. that par-
tiality, and have therefore endeavoured
by their wiitings to vindicate their cwn
:Eglm ondd Iibﬁrties, ¢ for the moft
part doue 1t upon narrow principies,
fuited only to the ntereits of their own
fedts.

This narrownels of {pirit on all fides
has unuotbtedly been the principal oc-

i
1

rafion of our miicrics and confufions.
ut wintever has been the occabion,
YIS NOVY hlgiﬂ time to {eek for a tho-
roGgh cuare.  we have need of more
CeNCIOUS remuicos taan what have vet
heen made ule of i eur diiemner, It
13 neiher Declorglions of Tadulocice,

OF /2008 (})p n;f i n’ rt”fu}!l. fUL 1 a8 hﬂ\e

)

ot heen practited or projedicd .[*11".:.11“{1
us, that can ¢o the worin, the it will
but pealiiate, the fecond encrecie our

"ln..-\'.tl
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ADSOLUTE LIBERTY, JUST AND
TRUL LIBERTY, EQUAL AND IMPAR-~
1T1AL LIBERTY, IS THE THING THAT
WE STAND IN XFED OF. Now though
this has indeed been much talked of,
1 doubt it has not been much under-
fcod; I am fuic not at all prathied,
cither by our governors towards the
people 1 gencral, or by any diffenting
narties of thc people towards one an-
other.

T cannot th(—:rafom put hope that this
difcourie, which treats of that fubjrﬂ&
howaver bricily, vet more exaélly th:
any we have yet {een, dﬂfﬂ(}ﬂﬁlﬂhﬂg
boih the cauiiabicncls and pratticable-
nefs of the thing, wiil be efleemed high-
Iy f{cafonable, by all men that have
{ouls large cenough to prefer the true
mterelt of the public, before that of a
party.

it 1s for the ule of fuch as are already
fo fpiited, or to mipire that fpint ato

)
g
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thofe that arc not, that I have tranflated
it into our language. But the thing
itfelf 1s {o fhort, that it will not bear
a longer preiace. I leave it therefore
to the confideration of my countrymen,
and heartily with they may make the
ufe of it that it appears to be defigned
for.

1689,



A LETTER

CONCERNING

TOLERATION.

IIONORED SIR,

SINCE you are pleafed to inquire
what are my thoughts about the mu-
tual Poleration of Chriftians in their
cifferent profetlions of religion, I muft
needs anfwer you freely, That I efteem
that Toleration to be the chief charac-
teriitical mark of the true church. For
whatfoever fome people boaft of the
untiquity of places and names, or of the
pomp of their outward worfhip ; others,
of the reformation of their difcipline;
all, of the orthodoxy of their faith, for
every one 1s orthodox to himfelf: thefe

things, and all others of thi= nature, ars
B



3 A LETTER

much rather marks of men firtving for
power and empire over cne another,
than of the church of Chiift. Let any
one have never {o true a cleim to all
thefe things, yet ir he be dciiit ute_of
chaitly, meeknefs, and good-will n ge-
nerai towards all ma*ﬂund cven to th ofe
ihat cre not Chrifhans, he 1s ccrhmly
VOt {- G1 bem f“ a fic Chma* ]111”1]-
f "1(" £IOS n,*‘ the Gentites exer-
cile lordfnip over them, {21d our Saviour
ro his difciples, but ye fiall not be fo,
Luke xxit. The bufinefs of true religion
fs quite another thing. It 1s not mnfir-
tuted in order to the ercéting an external
pomp, nor to the obtaining of ecclefiaf-
tical dominion, nor to the exerciling of
('Ompv? we force ; but to the regulating
oi men's hves uccordmn* to the rules .ot
virtue and piety. Whofoexcr will hit
himafclf under the banner of Chrift, muft,
i the firft place and above =il things,
make war upon his own Jufis and vices.



CONCERNING TOLERATION. X%

It-is in vain for any man to ufurp the
name of Chriftian, without holinefs of
Iife, purity of manners, and benignity
and meckne(s of {pirit.  Let ccery one
that nameth tie name of Chrifl, depart
Jfrom iniguity, 2 Yim. u.  Thou, when
thon urt converted, firengthen thy bre-
tnren, ta1d our Lord to Peter, Luke xxil.

t would indeed be very hard for one
:hat appears carclels about his own fal-
vation, to perfuade me that he were ex-
tremely concerned for mine. Yor it is
impothble that thofe ihould fincerely
and heartily apnly themfelves to make
other people Chriilians, who have not
really embraced the Chrifiian religion
in their own hearts.  If the Gofpel and
the Apoftles may be credited, no man
can be a Chriftian without charity, and
vithout that fuith which works, not by
force, but by loce. Now I appeal to
the confciences of thofe that perfecute,
torment, deftroy, and kill other men

B2



4 A LETTER

upon prctence of religion, whether they
do 1t out of friendfhip and kindnefs to-
wards them, or no: and I {hall then
mdeed, and not till then, belicve they
do fo, when 1 fhall {ce thofe fiery zea-
lots correcting, n the fame manner,
their fifends and familiar acquaintance,
jor the manifert fins they commit againft
the precepts of the Gofpel; when 1
f:all fee them profecute with fire an

fword the members of their own com-
munion that are tainted with enormous
vices, and svithout amendment are In
danger of cternal perdition ; and when
1 {hall {ee them thus exprefs their Jove
and defire of the {aivation of their fouls,
by the mfliftion of torments, and exer-
cife of all marner of crueltics. Forif it
be out of a principle of charity, as they
pretend, and love to men’s {ouls, that
they deprive them-of their eftates, maim
them with corporal punifhments, fiarve

and torment them in noifome prifons,



CONCERNING TOLERATION. &

and in the end eventake away theirlives;
I {ay, 1f all this be done merely to make
men Jw*m*xs, and procure their falva-
tion, wiv then do they {uffer whoredom,
Jraud, nalice, and fuch like enormities,
which, according to the Apoftle, Rom. 1.
manifeftly relith of heathenith corrup-
tion, to predominate fo much and a-
bound amongft their flecks and people ?
Thefe, and fuch like things, are cer-
tainly more contrary to the glory of
God, to the purity of the church, and
to the falvation of {ouls, than any con-
{cientious diflent from ecclefiaftical de-
cifion, or feparation from public wor-
fhip, whilit accompanied with inno-
cency of life. Why then does this
burning zeal for God, for the church,
and for the falvation of {fouls; burning,
I fay, literally, with fire and faggot;
pafs by thofe. moral vices and wicked-
nefles, without any chaflifement, which

are acknowledged by all men to be dia-
B3



6 A LETTER

metrically oppofite to the profeflion of
Chnftianity ; and bend all its nerves
either to the miroducing of ceremonice,

P : FEEA . A . N
or to the efiablifhment of opinions,
which for the moft part arc absut nice
and 1ntricate matters, ¢

L
capacity of ordirary underfiandings ?

r:-.-.}
oy o :'"‘ > f ‘i""r
YWhich of t ¢ paitics contending about

thefe ihmgs 1S I ihe r}gh‘-:, vhich of
G

them is gcuilty of {ehiim or herelic,

noie tl‘ua: aomincer or inofe

l; - r. - - .11 1;‘1 'ﬁ- ..l. A gy ey
that fulior, will then at 12if Ge manuf

l-n.)
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vhien the caule of thewr fovartior comes
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to be jadged of.  xle certainiy that fol-
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ohvys Loy, emibraces 15 ¢ocirine, aud

honrs his Yoo T el 1ok
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fatier and moetlher, {eparate oonr the
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couniry, or whomfoover, or wiiioeve:

1
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vidoed an bheretic.
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T L 1 1? lj('\ I-‘ , J..
Now, though the diviiions that are
- ri- ~ ~ ] 1 ) 11 M 3 4 ‘.l >
amenelt foéts fhonld be ailowed oo



CONCERNING TOLTLRRATION. 7

acver {o deftruétive of the falvation of
fouls; yet neverthelels adulicry, form-
caticin, uncleannefs, lafcivicufne/s, ido-
latru, and fuch lke things, cannct be
denied lo be works of the fiefi; con-
cerning which the Apoftie has exprefs-
ly declared, that they who do them Jhali
ot inherit the kinoedom of God, Gal. v.
Whofoever therefore is fincerely {clici-
tous about the kingdom of God, and
thinks 1t his duty to endeavour the en-
largement of it amongft men, cught to
apply himfelf with no lefs care and in-
duftry to the rooting out of thefe immio-
ralitics, than to the extirpation of {efts.
But if any one do otherwifc, and whilt
he is cruel and implacable towards thofe
that differ from him in opinion, he be
indulgent to fuch iniquities and 1mmo-
relities as are unbeceming the name of
a Chriftian, let {fuch a one talk never f{o
much of the ¢hurch, he plainly demon-
firates by his aélions, that it is another

33!



8 A LETTER

kingdom he aims at, and not the ad-
vancement of the kingdom of God.
That any man fhould think fit to
caufe another man, whofe {alvation he
heartily defires, to expire m torments,
and that even in an unconverted eftate,
would, 1 coniefs, fcem very ftrange to
me, and,~ I think, to any other alfo.
But no bedy, {urcly, will ever beiteve
that {fuch a carriagc ca'n prcceed from
charity, love, or good-will. If any one
maintain that men ought to be com-
pelled by hre and {word to profels cer-
tain dodtrines, and to conform to this
or that exteriour worthip, without any
regaid had unto their morals; if any
ne endeavour to cenvert thofe that
are crroneous unto the faith, by forcing
them to profels things that they do not
belicve, and allowiag them to prattife
things that the Gofpel does not permit ;
it cammot be doubted indeed that {fuch

a one 15 defirous to have a numerous



CONCERNINC TOLERATION. 9

affombly joined in the fame profe.fion
with himfelf ; but that he principely in-

tends by thofe means to compofe a tru-
ly Chriftian church, 1s altogether mcre-
dible. It is not therefore to be woi-
dered at, if thofe who do not really con-
tend for the advancement of the trug re-
ligion, and of the church of Chrift, make
ufe of arms that do not belong to the
Chrifuan warfare. If, like the Cap-
tain of our {alvation, they fincerely de-
fired the good of fouls, they would tread
n the fleps, and foliow the perﬁ:& CX-
ample of that Prince of Peace, who fint
ut his {oldiers to the fubduing of na-
wons, and gathering them 1mto his
church, not armed with the fwoid, or
other inftruments of force, but prepared
with the gofpel of peace, and with the
exemplary holinefs of their converfa-
tion. This was his method. Though
if infidels were to be converted by

force, if thofe that are either blind or ob-
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Finate were to be drawn off from their

errors by armed {oldiers, we know very
o1l that it was much mere eafy for

him to do it with armies of heavenly le-
cions, then for any fon of the church,

how potent {oever, with all his dra-
TO2NS,

The tolcration of thofe that ditfer
from others in matters of reiiglon, 1s fo
agiccable to the (_m;t;d of Jefus Chitlt,
and to the eenuine reafon of mankind,
that it fc:::,n onftrous for men to be {o
Lind, as not o puu.we the necoility
and advantage of 1t 1 fo clear 2 hght. 1
o1 not hu‘n, tax the pride and ambi-
tion of fome, the pafiion and uncharita-
ble zeal of others. 'Yhefe are faults from
vhichhuman aftairs can, perhaps, {carce
ever be perfeétly freed 5 but yet fuch as
nobody will bear the plain imputation of,
without covering them with {ome {pe-
cious colour, and {o pretend to com-
mendation, whilll they are cairied away



CONCERNING TOLERATION. 11
by their own nregular paifions. DBut
however, that forne may not colour their
fpirit of perfecuiion and unchriticn
cruelty, with a pretence of care of the
public weal, and obicrvation ¢f the
taws ; and that others, under pretence
of religion, may not feck impunity for
their hiberimifm and hicentioufnels ; in
a word, that none may impofe either
upon himf{elf or others, by the p“,.b,._r*ceb

t loval ty and obedlence to the prince

+

or of tendernefs and fincerity in the wor-
fhin of God s 1 eficem it above all

,-.,.-n ]

things necenary to diftingulfl cxadllly
ihe bufinefs of civil government from

R

that of religion, and to {ettle the jud
bounds that lie between the one and

il

ihe other.  If this be not done, there
can be no end put te the contioveries
that will be always anfing between
tnofe that have, or at leaft preiend to
have, on the one fide, a CO}]C*"’T'I‘M.]*:nt
for the intered of men’s fouls, and
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the other fide, a care of the common-
wealth.

The commonwealth fcems to me to
be a fociety of men conftituted orly for
the precuring, preferving, and advanc-
ing thewr own civid mlerefls.

Civil interefls 1 call life, Thberty,
health, and indolency ot body ; and the
poilcflion of outward things, fuch as
moicy, lands, houfes, furniture, and the
Like

tt 15 the duty of the civil magifirate,
by the impartial execution of cqu'u laws,
to {fecure unto all the veople in gene-

5
ral, and to every one of his fubj LS 1n
particular, the juft pofleflion of thefc
things belonging to this life. Ifany
one prefume to violate the laws of pub-
hic Juftice and equity, eftablithed for the
prefervation of thefe things, his pre-
{umption 1s to be checked by the fear
of punifiiment, confifting in the depri-
vation or diminution of thofe civil in-



CONCERNING TOLERATION. 15

terefts, or goods, which otherwifc he
might and ought to enjoy. But {ceing
no.man docs willingly fufter himfelf to
be punifhed by the deprivation of any
part of his goods, and much lefs of his
liberty or lite, therefore 1s the magiftrate
armed with the force and ftrength of ail
his {ubjetts, m order to the punithment
of thofe that violate any other man’s

Now that the whole jurifdition of
the magiftrate reaches only to thefe civil
concernments ; and that all civil power,
richt, and dommion, is bounded and
confined to the only care of promoting
thefe things; and that 1t neither can
nor ought in any manner to be extended
10 the falvation of {ouls, thefe following
confiderations {ecm unto me abundantly
to demonitrate.

Lirft, Becaufe the care of {fouls is not
committed to the civil magiftrate, auy

more than to other men.  Itis notr com-

Vi

[ ) H
l-‘J r B Py



14 A LETTER

mitted unto him, I fay, by God;
caufe it appears not that God has cve
given any fuch authority to one man
over another, as to compel any one to
his religion.  Nor can any {fuch power
be vefied m the magiﬁ:r*t by the con-
fent of lie peeple 5 becaule no man can
{o far abandon the care of his own fal-
vation, as olindiy to leave 1t to the
chotce of any other, whether prince or

{ubjelt, to preferibe o him what fuith
or worfhip he fhell embrace.  For no
man can, if e would, conform his faith
to the dictates of another. All the life
and poiver of true religion confifls in
the outward and ’Culp...,“ 1afion of the
mind 3 and faith is not faith without
believing.  Whatever profeflion  we
make, to whatever outward worfhip
we conform, If we are not fully fatif-

ficd m our own mind that the one is
true, and the other well pleafing unto
(God, fuch profeflion and {uch prattice,
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far from being any furtherance, are
indeed great ouftacles to our falvation.
For in this manner, inftead of expiating
other fins by the exercife of religion, I
fay, in offering thus unto God Alinighty
fuch a worfhip as we eftcem to be dif-
pleafing unto him, we add unto the
number of our other fins, thofe alfo of

hsfpmrlf v, and contempt of his Divine

\f ‘-*j ﬁt"r

In the fecond place, The care of fouls
cannot belong to the civil magiftrate,
ccaufe his power confifts only in out-
ward force; but truc and faving reli-
cion confifis in the mmward perfuafion of
the mind, without which nothing can
be acceptable to God. And fuch is the
nature of the underitanding, that 1t
cannot be compelied to the belief of
any thing by ourward force. Confi-
cation of eftate, impriionment, torments,
nothing of that nature can have any
‘-"um e*rm,dcy as to make men change
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the mward judgment that they have

framed of thin as.

It may indeed be alledged, that the
magiftratc may make ufe of arguments,
and thercby draw the heterodox mto
the way of truth, and procure their
{falvation. I grant it; but this is com-
non to him with other men. In
tecaching, inftru¢ing, and redrefling the
erroneous by reafon, he may certainly
do what becomces any good man to do.
Magiftracy does not oblige him to put
ofi cither humanity or chriftianmity. But
it 1s one thing to perlwade, another to
command ; one thing to prefs with
arguments, another with penalties. This
the civil power alone has a right to do;
to the other good-will 1s authorty
cnough.  Every man has commiflion to
admonith, exhort, convince ancther of
error, and by reafoning to draw him
into truth : but to give laws, recelve

5
obedience, and compel with the fivord,
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belenes to none- but the magiftrate.
And upon this grournd I affirm, that the
magilirate’s pomr extcnds not to the
ei‘fabliﬂﬁng of anv articies of faith, or
torms of worfhip, by the force of his
laws. For laws are of no jorce at all
without penalties, and penalties in this
cafe are ablolutely imnperitnent; becaule
they' are not proper to convince the
mind. Neither the proteflion of any
articles of fzith, nor the confermity to
any cutward form of wu”alk, s¢ has
been already faid, can be available to
the {alvation of {ouls, unlels the truth of
the one, and the acceptablensfs of th

other unto God, be thorougaly believe:

by thofe that {o profcfs and prachie.

But penalties are no ways capacle to
sroduce fuch belief. It 1s onlv light

Yo

and evidence that can work a cnange 1

mens 0pinio . and that L i' con 1n
ne manner procc_ed from ¢o3 DO {uf-

ferings, or any other outward r:fe,faaltie&:_

G
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In the third place, The care of the
falvation of mens fouls cannot belong
to the magiftrate ; becaufe, though the
rigour of laws and the force of penalties
were capable to convince and change
mens minds, yet would not that help at
all to the falvation of their fouls. For,
there being but one truth, one way to
heaven, what hopes is there that more
men would be led 1nto 1t, 1f they had no
other rule to follow but the religion of
the court, and were put under a neceflity
to quit the light of their own reafon, to
oppole the diftates of their own con-
{ciences, and blindly to refign up them-
{elves to the will of their governors, and
to the religion, which either 1gnorance,
ambition, or {uperftition had chanced to
eftablith 1 the countries where they
were born? In the variety and contra-
cdiftion of opinions in religion, wherein
the princes of the world are as much
divided as in their {ecular interefts, the

(7

o
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narrow way would be much firaitned ;
one country alone would be 1n the right,
and all the reft of the world put under
an obligation of following their priﬁces
in the ways that lead to deftruétion: and
that which heightens the abfurdity, and
very 1l fuits the notion of a Deity, men
would owe their eternal happinefs or
mifery to the places of their nativity.
Thefe confiderations, to omit many
others that might have been urged to
the fame purpole, feem unto me fufh-
cient to conclude that all the power of
civil government relates only to mens
civil interefts, is confined to the care of
the things of this world, and hath no-
thing to do with the world to come.
Let us now confider what a church s.
A churca then I take to be a voluntary
{ociety of men, joimng themfelves to-
gether of their own accord, m order to
the public worfhipping of Cod, n {uch
a manner as tney judge acceptable to
C 2
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fhim,,~ and effeftual to the falvation of
their fouls.

I fav, 1t 15 a free and \olurt'uy
fociety.  No body 1s born a member of
any church ; otherwite the religion of
parents would deleend unto cnildren,
By the {amie rignt ol inheiitance as their

temp:}ml ciates, and cvery one would
noid his {aith 1 by the {fame tesure he
Jdoas his Ia nds than waich no ‘mn.fr can

]

N

c unagiaeca more abfurd. "Fhus there-

o .

e that matter frands, No wan by

t

ature is bound uato any patticular

k|

ciarchor fedt, but every one joins him-

-l

foli 1:0&1:‘11511‘1?}* to that {ociety i which
he believes e has found that proiefiion
and worthip which s truly acceptable
to God.  The hopes of {alvation, as it
vas ie enlv caule of his entrance into
that communion, o 1t can be the only
cafon of his ftay there. Yor if after-
W .rlldb he dilcover any thing either erro-

neous 1n the doclnne, or incongruous
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tn the worfhip: of that {ociety to which
he has jomned himfelf, why fhould it
not be as free for him to go out as it
was to enter? No member of a reli-
gious foctety can be tied with any other
bonds but what proceed from the certain
expettation of cternal Iife. A church
then is a fociety of members voluntarily
uniting to this end.

It follows now that we confider what
ts the nower of this church, and unto-
what laws 1t 1s fubject. |

Foralmuch as no f{ociety, how free-
{oever, or upon whatfoever {light occa-
fion mfiituted, whether of philofophers.
for learning, of merchants for com-
merce, or of men of let{ure for mutual
converfation and dilcourfe, no church
or company, I fay, can in the leak
{ubfift and hold together, but will pre--
{ently diffolve and bfean. to pieces, anlefs
it be regulated by {fome laws, and the
mcmbcrs all confent to oblerve fome

£33
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~order. Place, and time of meeting
muft be agreed on ; rules for admitting
and excluding members muft be efla-
blifhed ; diftinttion of officers, and put-
ting things into a regular courfe, and
{fuch like, cannot be omitted. But fince
the joyning together of feveral members
mnto this church-{ociety, as has already
been demonfirated, is abfolutely free
and {pontancous, it neceflarily follows,
that the right of making its laws can
belong to none but the {ociety itfelf, or
at leaft, which is the fame thing, to thole
whom the fociety by common confent
has authorifed tnereunto.

Some perhaps may object, that no
fuch {ociety can be faid to be a true
church, unlefs 1t have in 1t a bifhop, or
prefbyter, with ruling authority deiived
from the very Apoftles, and continued
down un‘o the prefent times by an un-
interrupted {ucceffion.

To thele I anfwer, In the ji /Z place,
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Iet them fhew me the editt by which
Chrift has 1mpofed that law upon his
church. And let not any man think
me impertinent, if, in a thing of this
confequence, I require that the terms
of that edit be very exprefs and pofi-
tive. For the promife he has made us,
that wherefoecver two or three are ga-
thered together in his name, he will be
en the midft of them, Matt. xviii. {eems
to 1mply the contrary. Whether fuch
an affembly want any thing neceffary
to a truc chuich, pray do you confider.
Certain I am, that nothing can be therc
wanting unto the falvation of fouls;
which is fufficient for our purpofe.
Next, Pray obferve how. great have
always been the divifions amengft even
thofe who lay fo much ftrefs upon the
divine inftitution, and continued f{uc-
ceflion of a certain order of rulers in the
chiarch.  Now their very diffentiop un-
avordably puts us under a. neceflity of

C 4
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deliberating, and confequently allows
a liberty of cheofing that, which upon
confideration we prefer.

And in the laff place, 1 confent that
thefe men heve a ruler of their church;
eftablifhed by fuch a long feries of fue-
cefl.on as they judge neceflary, provided
I may have liberty at the fame time to

34

join myfelf to that {cciety, in which I

am '}Juﬂ;m‘fﬂd trofe things are to be
tound ~which are necelury o the {ud-
vation of my foul. in this manncy
ceelefiaitical Iiberty wiil be proforved

- F- 1 ’ "y R "r*“
on -all fdes, and no man will have a

leesliator imnoied upon him, but whom
hunfeif has chofen.

ot fince men are {o {olicitous about
the true church, | would cnly atk them
here by the wav, 1t it be not morve agree-
able to the church 0r Chnfl, to make
the cenditions of her communion confift
i fuch thmgs, and duch things only, o5
the Iioly Spinit has i the iioly derip-
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tures declared, in exprefs words, to be
neceffary to falvation; I alk, T fay,
whether this be not more agreeabic to
the church of Chrift, than for men fo
impofe their own mventions and inter-
prctations upon’ others, as if they were
of Divine authority; and to cftablifh
by eccleniaftical laws, as abfolutely ne-
ceffary to the profeliion of Chrillianity,
fuch things as the Holy beristures do
either net mention, or at leaft not ex-
prefsly command.  Wholcever requires
tiofe things in order to ecclefiaftical
communion, which Chrit does not re-
quire in order to life eternal, he may
pernaps mdeed conftitute a fociety ac-
commodated to his own opinion, and
his own advantage ; but how that can
be called the church of Chnift, which 1s
cefiablithed upon laws that are not his,
and which excludes fuch perfons from
its communion, as he will one day re-
ceive into the kingdom of Heaven, I
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underftand not. But this being not a
proper place to enquire into the marks
of the true church, I will only mind
thofe that contend fo earneftly for the
decrees of their own focicty, and that
cry out continually the cuvrcH, the
cHURCH, with as much noife, and per-
haps upon the fame principle, as the
Ephefian filverimiths did for their Diana;
this, I fay, I defire to mind them of,
that the Gofpel frequently declares that
the true difciples of Chrift muft fuffer
perfecution ; but that the church of
Chrift fhould perfecute others, and force
others by fire and {word, to embrace
her faith and doStrine, 1 couid never
yet find 1n any of the books of the New
Teftament.

The end of a reiigious {ociety, as has
already been faid, 1s the public worfhip
of God, and by means thereof the ac-
quifition of eternal Iife. All difcipline -
ought therefore to tend to that end, and
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all ecclefiaftical laws to be thereunto
confined. Nothing ought, nor can be
tranfated in this {ocicty, relating to the
pofleflion of civil and worldly goods.
No force is here to be made ufe of,
upon any occafion whatfoever: for force
belongs wholly to the civil magiftrate,
and the pofleflion of all outward goods
is {ubjett to his juri{dict:on.

But it may be afked, By what means
then fhall ecclefiaftical laws be efta-
blithed, if they muft be thus deftitute of
all compulfive power? I anfwer, They
muft be eftablifhed by means fuitable
to the nature of {uch things, whereof
the external profeflion and obfervation,
if not proceeding from a thorough con-
vittion and approbation of the mind, is
altogether ufclefs and unprofitable. The
arms by which the members of this

{ociety arc to be kept within their duty,
are exhortations, admonttions, and ad-

vices. If by thefe means the offenders



28 - A LETTER

will not be reclaimed, and the erroneous
convinced, there remains nething farther
to be done, but that {uch fiubborn and
obftinate perfons, who give no ground.
to hope for their reformation, fheuld be
caft out and feparated fiom the {ociety.
This 1s the laft and vtmoft force of eccle-
fraftical authority : no other puniihment
can thereby be mflicted, than that the
velation ceaiing between the body and
the member which is cut off, the perfon
{fo condemned ceafes to be a part of
that church.

Thefe things being thus determined,
iet us inquire in the next place, how rar
the duty of Toleration extends, and.
whar is required from every one by it.

And firfl, 1 hold, That no church is
bound by the duty of Toleration to

etain any {uch perfon in her bofom, as
after admonition continues obftinately
to offcnd againft the laws of the focicty.
Yor thefe being the condition of coms
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munion, and the bond of .the fociety, it
the breac:: of them were permitted
without any animadverilon, the fociety
would immediately be thereby diffulved.
But neverthelefs, 1 all fuch cates care
is to be taken that the fentence of
excommunication, and the execution
thercof, carry with it no rough ufage,
sf word, or action, whereby the ejetled
perfon may any ways be damniiied 1n
body or eflate. For all force, as has
often been f{uid, belongs.only to the
magiftrate, nor ought any private per-
fons, at any tmm, to ufe force; urnlefs
3t be in feli-defence againft unjuft vio-
lence.  Excommunication neither does
noi can, deprive the excommunicated
perfon of any of thofe civil goods that he
formerly pofiefied. All thOiL things be-
fong to the civil government, and are
under the magiftrate’s protection. lhe
whole force of excommunication coniiils
.only in this, that the refolution of the
3
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fociety in that refpet being declared,
the union that was between the body
and fome member comes thereby to be
diffolved ; and that relation ceafing, the
participation of fome certaln things,
which the f{ociety communicated to 1ts
members, and unto which no man has
any civil right, comes alfo to ceale.
For there 1s no civil injury done unto
the excommunicated perfon, by the
church-minifter’s refufing him that bread
and wine, In the celebration of the
Lord’s fupper, which was not bought
with his, but other men’s money.
Secondly, No private perfon has any
right, 1 any manner, to prejudice ano-
ther perfon in his civil enjoyments, be-
caufe hie is of another church or religion.
All the rights and franchifes that belong
to him as a man, or as a denifon, are
inviolably to be prelerved to him. "Thele
are not the bufinefs of religion. No
Vicicnece ner mjury s to be oftered him,
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whether he be Chriftian or Pagan. Nay,
we muft not content ourfelves with the
narrow meafures of bare juftice: Cha-
rity, bounty, and liberality muft be added
to it. ‘This the Gofpel enjoyns, this
reafon direts, and this that natural fel-
lowfhip we are born into requires of us.
If any man err from the nght way, it 1s
his own misfortune, no mjury to thee:
nor therefore art thou to punifh him in
the things of this life, becaufe thou fup-
poleft he will be miferable in that which
1s to come.

What I fay concerning the mutual
toleration of private perfons differing
from one another in religion, I under-
ftand alfo of particu‘lér churches ; which
ftand as it were In the {fame relation to
cach other as private perfons among
them{elves, nor has any one of them an j
manner of juri{dittion over any other, no
0t even when the civil magiftrate, as
it fometimes happens, comes to be of
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this or the other communion.  For the
civil government can give no new richt
to the church, nor the church to the
civil government. 5o that whether the
magiftrate join himfelf to any church,
or feparate from i1t, the church remains
always as it was before, a free and
voluntary f{ociety. It neither acquires
the power of the fword by the ma-
gifirate’s coming to 1t, nor does 1t lofe
the right of inftruction and excommu-
nication by his going from it. This is
the fundamental and immutable right
of a {pontaneous {ociety, that it has
power to remove any of its members
who tranigrefs the rules of its inflitution :
but it cannot, by the accetlicn of any
new members, acquire any right of jurif-
diftion over thofe that are nct joined
with it.  And therefore peace, equity,
and fiiendthip, are always mutuaily to
be obferved by particular churches, 1n
the fame manner as by private perfons,
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without any pretence of fuperiority or -
jurifdiction over one %otker.

That the thing may be made yet
clearer by an example; let us fuppofc
two churches, the one of Arminians,
the other of Calvinifis, refiding in the
city of Conflantinople. Will any one
fay, that either of thefe churches has |
right to deprive the members of the
other of their eftates and liberty, as we
{ce prattifed elfewhere, becaufe of their
differing from 1t in fome doftrines or
cercmonies, whillt the Zurks m the
mean while filently ftand by, and laugh
to fee with what mmhuman cruelty Chrif-
tians thus rage agamit Chriftians? But
if one of thefe churches hath this power
of treating the other ill, I aik which of
them 1t is to whom that power belongs,
and by what right? It will be an{wered,
undoubtedly, that 1t is the orthodox
caurch which has the right of authority
over the erronecus or heretical,  This s,

D
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in great and {pecious words, to fay juft
nothing at all. For every church is or-
thodox to 1tfelf ; to others, erroneous or
heretical. What{oever any church be-
lieves, 1t believes to be true; and the
contrary thereunto, it pronounces to be
error. Do that the controverfy between
thefe churches about the truth of their
doltrines, and the purity of their wor-
fhip, 1s on both fides equal; nor is
therc any judge, either at Conflan-
- linople, or elfewhere upon earth, by
whofe {entence it can be determined.
The decifion of that queftion belongs
only to the Supreme judge of all men,
to whom alfo alone belongs the punifh-
ment of the erroneous. In the mean
wh'le, let thofe men confider how hei-
noufly they {in, who, adding injuftice, if
not to-their eiror, yet certainly to their
pride, do rafhly and arrogantly take upon
them to mifufe the {ervants of another
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mafter, who are not at all accountable
to them.

Nay, further: if it could be manifeft
which of thefe two diffenting churches
were 1n the right way, there would not
accrue thereby unto the orthodox any
right of deftroying the other. For
churches have neither any jurifdiétion
in worldly matters, nor are fire and
iword any proper Inftruments where-
with to convince mens minds of error,
and inform them of the truth. Let us
{uppefe, neverthelefs, that the civil ma-
giftrate inclined to favour one of them,
and to put his {word ‘into their hands,
that, by his confent, they might chafiife
the diffenters as they pleafed. Will any
man fay, that any right can be derived
unto a Chriftian church, over its bre-
thren, from a Turkifh emperor? An
infidel, who has himfelf no authority to
punifh Chriftians for the articles of their

taith, cannot confer fuch an authority
D2
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upon any {ociety of Chriftians, nor give
unto them a right which he has not
himfelf. This would ke the cafc at
Conflantinopie. And the reaflon of the
thing is the fame in any Chriftian king-
dom. 'The civil power 1s the fame 1n
every place: nor can that power, In
the hands of a Chriftian prince, confer
any greater authority upon the church,
than 1n the hands of a heathen ; which
1s to {ay, juft none at zll.

Neverthelefs, it is worthy to be ob-
{crved, and lamented, that the moft
violent of thefe defenders of the truth,
the oppolers of errors, the exclaimers

agawnit {chifm, do hardiy ever let loofe
this their zeal for God, with which
they are fo warmed and inflamed, unlefs
where they have the civil magifirate on

their fide. Buat {o foon as ever court-
tavour has given them the better end of

the {tafl, and they begin to feel-them-
felves the ﬁronger, then prefently peace
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and charity are to be laid afide: other-
wife they are religioufly to be obferved.
Where they have not the. power to carr

on perfecution, and to become mafters,
there they delire to live upon fair terms,
and preach up Toleration.  VWhen they
are not firengthened with the civil
power, then they can bear moft pati-
ently, and unmovedly, the contagion of
idolatry, {uperitition, and herefy, in their
neichbourhood ; of which, in other oc

cafions, the intereft of religion makes
them to be extremelv apprehenfive.
They do not forwarcly attack thofc
errors which are in fathion at court, or
are countenanced by the government.
Here they can be content to {pare their
arcuments : which yet, with their leave,
is the only right methoa of propagating
truth, which has no fuch way of pre-
vailing, as when flrong arguments and
good reafon, are joined with the foftnels
of civility and good ufage.

D3
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Nobody, therefore, in fine, neither
fingle perfons, nor churches, nay, nor
even commonwealths, have any juft title
to invade the civil rights and worldly
goods of each other, upon pretence of
religion. Thofe that arc of another
ontnion, would do well to confider with
themf{clves how pernicious a feed of dif-
cord and war, how powerful a provo-
cation to endlefs hatreds, rapines, and
{flaughters, they thereby furnifh unto

mankind. No pcace and fecurity, no not
fo much as common fricndfhip, can ever
be eftablithed or preferved amongft men,
fo long as this opinicn prevails, that
dominion is founded in grace, and that -
religion 1s to be propagated by force of
arins,

In the third place: Let us {fee what
the duty of Toleration requires from
tuole who are dulinguifhed from the reft
of wmankind, from the laity, as they
nleafe to call us, by fome ecclefiaflical

] |
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charaticr and office ; whether they be
bithops, priefts, prefbyters, minifters, or
however elfe dignifted or diftinguifhed.
It is not my bufinefs to inquire here into
the original of the power or dignity
of the clergy. This only I fay, that
whence-foever their authority be {prung,
fince 1t is ecclefiaftical, it ought to be
confined within the bounds of the
church, nor can it in any manner be
extended to civil affairs ; becaufe the
church itfelf is a thing ablolutely {epa-
rate and diftinét from the common-
wealth. The boundaries on both {ides
are fixed and immoveable. e jumbles’
heaven and earth together, the things
moft remote and oppofite, who mixes
thefe {ocieties; which are in their ori-
ginal, end, bufinefs, and 1n every thing,
periedtly ditin&, and infinitely different’
frorn each other. No man thercforé,
with whatfoever ecclefiafiical office he
pe dignified, can deprive another man
D4
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that is not of his church and faith, either
of liberty, or of any part of his worldly
coods, upon the account of that dif-
ference which is between them in re-
higion. For whatfoever is not lawful to
the whole church, cannot, by any eccle-
hiaflical right, become lawful to any of
its membqrs.

But this is not all. It is not enough
that ccclefiafiical men abftain from vio-
lence and rapine, and all manner of per-
fecution. He that pretends to be a {uc-
ceflor of the Apoﬂles, and takes upon
him the office of teaching, 1s obliged
alfo to admonith his hearers of the duties
-of peacé, and good-will towards 2l
men ; as wcll towards the crroneous as
the orthodox ; towards thofe that differ
from them in faith and worﬂnp, as well
as towards thofe that agrec with them
therein : and he ouglht induftrioufly to

exhort all men, wnetha.r private perfons
or magiftrates, if any tuch there be in his
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church, to charity, meeknefs, and tole-
ration; and diligently endeavour to allay
and temper all that heat, and unrea-
{fonable averfenels of mind, which either
any man’s fiery zcal for his own felt, or
the craft of others, has kindled againft
diffenters. I will not undertake to re-

prefent how happy and how great would
be the fruit, both in church and ftate, if
the pulpits every where founded with
this do@rine of peace and toleration ;
Jeft 1 fhould feem to reflett too feverely
upon thofe men whofe dignity I defire
not to detraét from, nor would have it
diminithed cither by others or them-
felves. But this I fay, that thus it

ought to be. And 1f any one that pro-
ﬁ,ﬁ >s himfelf to be a minifter of the
= word of God, a preacher of the gofpel

of peace, teach otherwife, he either un-
dc** tands not, or negletts the bufinefs of

his cailmg, and fhail one day give
account thcrcof unto the prince ot
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peace. If Chriftians are to be admo-
nifhed that they abftain from all manner
of revenge, even after repeated provo-
cations and multiplied injurics, how
much more ought they who fuffer no-
thing, who have had no harm done
them, forbear violence; and abftain from
all manner of ill ufage towards thofe
from whom they have reeeived none.
This caution and temper they ought
certainly to ufe towards thofe who mind
only their own bufmefs, and are {oli-
citous for nothing but that, whatever
men think of them, they may worfhip
God in that manner which they are
perfuaded is acceptable to him, and m
which they have the ftrongeft hopes of
eternal falvation. In private domeftic
affairs, 1in the management of eftates, In
the confervation of bodily health, every
man may confider what {uits his own
conveniency, and follow what courfe
he likes belt, No man complains of
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the 1ll management of his neighbours
affairs. No man is angry with another

for an error commiited m fowing his
land, or in marrying his daughter. No-

body correéts a {pendthrift for confuming
his {fubftance in taverns. Let any man
puil down, or build, or make what{oever
expences he pleafes, nobody murmurs,
nobody controuls him ; he has his liberty.
But if any man do not frequent the
church, if he do not there conform his
behaviour exaltly to the actuftomed.
ceremonies, or if he brings not his chil-
dren to be initiated 1n the facred myf-
teries of this or the other congregation,
this immediately caufes an uproar, and
the neighbourhood 1s filled with noife
and clamour. Every one 1s ready to be
the avenger of fo great a crime. And
the zealots hardly have patience to re-
frain from violence and rapine, ‘o leng
till the caufe be heard, and the poor
man be, according to form, condemncd
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to the lofs of liberty, goods, or life.
Oh that our ecclehaftical orators, of
cvery felt, would apply themfelves with
all the firength of arguments that they
are able, to the confounding of mens
errors | But let them {pare their perfons.
Lect them not {upply their want of rea-
{ons with the inftruments of force, which
belong to another jurifdittion, and do
ill become a churchman’s hands. Let
them not call 1 the magifirate’s autho-
ity to the aid of their eloquence, or
learning ; left, perhaps, whilft they pre-
tend only love for the truth, this their
intemperate zcal, breathing nothing but
fire and {word, betray their ambition,
and fhew that what they defire 1s tem-
poral dominion. Ior 1t will be very
difficult to perfuade men of fenfe, that
he, who with dry cyes, and fatistaltion
of mind, can deliver his brother unto
the executioner, to be burnt alive, does
fincerely and heartily concern himfelf
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to fave that brother from the flames of
hell in the world to come.

In the laf place. Let us now con-
fider what is the magiftrate’s duty in
the bulinefs of Toleration : which cer-
tainly 1s very confiderable.

- We have alrcady proved, that the
carc of fouls does not belong to the
magifirate : not a magifterial care, I
mean, 1f I may {o call it, which confifts
1 prefcribing by laws, and compelling
by punifhments. But a charitable care,
which confifts 1n teaching, admonithing,
and perfuading, cannot be denicd unto
any man. The care therefore of every
man’s {oul belongs unto himfelf, and is
to be left unto himfelf. But what if he
negleét the care of his foul ? T anf{wer,
what if he neglect the care of his health,
or of his eftate, which things are nearlier
rclated to the government of the ma-
piftrate than the other? Will the ma-

~giftrate provide by an exprefs law, that
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fuch an one thall not become poor or
fick? Laws provide, as much as is pof-
fible, that the goods and health of {ub-
je&ts be not injured by the fraud or
violenece of others; they do not guard
them from the negligence or ill-huf-
bandry of the pofieflors themfelves. No
man can be forced to be rich or health-
ful, whether he will or no. Nay, God
himfelf will not fave men againft their
wills. Let us fuppofe, however, that
{fome prince were defirous to force his
{ubjefts to accumulate riches, or to
preferve the health and ftrength of their
bodies. Shail 1t be provided by law,
that they muft confult none but Roman
phyficians, and fhall every one be bound
to live according to their prefcriptions ?
What, fhall no potion, no broth be
taken, but what 1s prepared either in
the Vatican, {uppofe, or in a Geneva
fhop? Or, to make thefe fubjeéts rich,
fhall they be all obliged by law to
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become merchants, or muficians? Or,
fhall every one turn vi€tualler, or {mith,
becaufe there are {ome that maintain
their families plentifully, and grow rich
m thofe profeflions ? But 1t may be faid,
there are a thoufand ways to wealth,
but one only way to heaven. ’Tis well
faid indecd, efpecially by thofe that plead
for compelling men into this or the other
way. For if there were feveral ways
that lead thither, there would not be {o
much as a pretence left for compulfion.
But now if I be marching on with my
utmoft vigour, in that way which, ac-
cording to the facred geography, leads
ftraight to Jerufalem ; why am I beaten
and ill ufed by others, becaufe, perhaps,
I wear not bufkins; becaufe my hair
is not of the right cut; becaufe, per-
haps, I have not been dipt in the nght
fafhion ; becaufe I eat flefh upon the
road, or fome other -food-which agrees

with my ftomach; becaufe 1 avoid
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certain by-ways, which feem unto me
to lead into briars or precipices; be-
caufe amongtt the {everal paths that are
in the fame road, I choofe that to walk
in which feems to be the firaighteft and
cleaneft ; becaufe I avoid to keep com-
pany with fome travellers that are lefs
orave, and others that are more {four
than they ought to be; or m fine, be-
caufe I follow a guide that cither is, or
is not, cloathed in white, and crowned
with a mitre ? Certainly, if we confider
right, we fhall find that for the moft part
they are fuch frivolous things as thefe,
that, without any prejudice to religion
or the falvation of fouls, if not accom-
panied with fuperfiition or hypocrify,
night either be cbierved or omitted ;
I fay, they are fuch like things as
thefe, which breed implacable enmities
amongit Chrifian brethren, who are all
agreed 1n the {ubftantial and truly {un-
damente! part of religion,
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But let us grant unto thefe zealots,
who condemn all things that are not of
their mode, that from thefe circum-
ftances arife different ends. What fhall
we conclude from thence? There is
only one of thefe which is the true way
to eternal happinefs. But in this great
variety of ways that men follow, it is
till doubted which is this right one.
Now neither the care of the common-
wealth, nor the right of enatting laws,
does difcover this way that leads to
heaven more certainly to the magifirate,
than every private man’s {fearch and
ftudy difcovers it unto himfelf. I have
a weak body, funk under a languithing
difeafe, for whickh, I fuppole, there is
one only remedy, but that unknown.
Does it thereiore belong unto the ma-
gifirate to prefcribe me a remedy, be-
cantfe there 1s but eng, and becaufe it
is unknown? Becaule there 15 but one
watr for me to efcape death, will it

.
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therefore be fafe for me to do what-
foever the magiftrate ordains? "Thofe
things that every man ought fincerely
to enquire into himfelf, and by medi-
tation, ftudy, fearch, and his own en-
deavours, attain the knowledge of, can-
not be Jooked upon as the peculiar pof-
{eflion of any one fort of men., Princes
indeed are born {uperior unto other men
in power, but in nature equal. Neither
the right, nor the art of ruling, does
necefiarily carry along with it the cer-
tain knowledge of other things; and
lealt of all of the true rehigion. For if
it were fo, how could it come to pafs
that the lords of the earth fhould differ
{o vaitly as they do n religious matters?
But let us grant that 1t 1s probable the
way to eternal life may be better known
by a prince than by his {ubjeéts ; or at
leaft, that in this incertitude of things,
the fafeft and moft commodious way for
private perfonsfifs.. to follow his diltates.

You
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You will fay, what then? If he fhould
bid you follow merchandize for your
livelihood, would you decline that courfe
for fear it fhould not fucceed? 1 an-
{wer: I would turn merchant upon the
prince’s command, becaufe in cafe I
ihould have ill fucce{s in trade, he is
abundantly able to make up my lofs
fome other way. If it be true, as he
pretends, that he defires I {hould thrive
and grow rich, he can fet me up again
when unfuccefstul voyages have broke
me. But this 1s not the cafe, in the
things that regard the life to come. If
there I take a wrong courfe, if in that
refpet I am once undone, it is not in
the magiftrate’s power ta repair my lofs,
to eafe my f{uffering, or to reflore me
i any meafure, much lefs entirely, to a
good eftate. What fecurity can be given
for the kingdom of heaven ?

Perhaps fome will {ay, that they do
not {uppofe th“is infallible judgment,

E 2 |
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that all men are bound to follow in
the affairs of religion, to be in the civil
magifirate, but 1n the church. What
the church has determined, that the
civll magiftrate orders to be obferved;
and he provides by his authority that
nobody fhall either att or believe, in
the bufinefs of religion, otherwife than
the church teaches. So that the judge-
ment of thofe things is in the church.
The magiftrate himfelf yields obedience
thereunto, and requires the like obe-
dience from others. I anfwer: Who
fees not how frequently the name of
the church, which was {o venerable in
the time of the Apoftles, has been made
ufe of to throw duft 1n peoples eyes, in
following ages? But however, in the
prefent cafe it helps us not. The onconly
narrow way which leads to heaven is
not better known to the magiftrate than
to private perfons, and therefore I cannot
{afely take him for my guide, who may
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probably be as ignorant of the way as
myfelf, and who certainly 1s lefs con-
cerned for my falvation than I myfelf
am. Amongft {o many kings of the
Jews, how many of them were there
whom any Ifiaelite, thus blindly fol-
lowing, had not fallen into idolatry, and
thercby into deftrution ? Yet never-
thelefs, you bid me be of good courage,
and tell me that all is now fafe and
{fecure, becaufe the magiftrate does not
now enjoin the obfervance of his own,
decrees in matters of religion, but only
the decrees of the church. Of what
church I befeech you? Of that certainly
which likes him beft. As if he that
compels me by laws and penalties to
enter into this or the other church, did
not interpofe his own judgment in the
matter. What difference is there whe-
ther he lead me himfelf, or deliver me
over to be led by others? I depend both
ways upon his will, and it is he that
| k3
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determines both ways of my eternal
ftate. Would an I/raelite, that had wor-
thipped Baal upon the command of his
king, have been in any better condition,
becaufe fomebody had told him that the
king ordered nothing in religion upon
his own head, nor commanded anything
to be done by his fubjefts in divine
worfhip, but what was approved by the
counfel of priefts, and declared to be of
divine rnight by the doltors of their
church ? If the religion of any church
become therefore true and faving, be-
caufe the head of that {et, the prelates
and priefts, and thofe of that tribe, do
all of them, with all their might, extol
and praife 1t ; what religion can ever be
accounted erroneous, falfe and deftruc-
tive ? I am doubtful concerning the doc-
trine of the Socinians, I am {ufpicious
of the way of worthip practifed by the
Papifts, or Lutherans 5 will 1t be ever

a jot the fafer for me to join either unto
¢)

and
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the one or the other of thofe churches,
upon the magiftrate’s command, becaufe
he commands nothing in religion but by
the authority and counfel of the do&ors
of that church?

But to fpeak the truth, we muit ac-
knowledge that the church, if a con-
vention of clergymen, making canons,
muft be called by that name, is for the
moft part more apt to be influenced by
the court, than the court by the church.
How the church was under the viciifi-
tude of orthodox and Arian emperors i3
very well known.  Or if thofe things be

too remote, our modern Enrglifh hiftory
affords us frefher examples, in the reigns
of Henry VI, Edward V1, Mary, and
Elizabeth, how eahly and {moothly the
clergy changed thewr decrees, their ar-
ticles of faith, their form of worfhip,
every thing according to the inclination
of thofc kings and queens. Yet were
thofe kings and queens of fuch different

L .
‘!l !’
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minds, in point of religion, and enjoined
thercupon fuch different things, that no
man in his wits, 1 had almoft {aid none
but an atheift, will prefume to {ay that
any fincere and upright worfhipper of
(od could, with a fate conicience, obey
their feveral decrees.  To conclude, It
1s the fame thing whether a king that

preferibes laws to another man’s religion
pretend to do it by his own judgment,

or by the ecclefaftical authority and
advice of others. The decifions of
churchmen, whofe differences and dif-
putes are fufficiently known, cannot be
any {ounder, or fafer than his: nor can
all their {ufirages joined together add
any new ftrength unto the civil power.
Tho' this alfo muft be taken notice of,
that princes feldom have any regard to
the {uflrages of ecclefiaitics that are not
favourers of their own faith and way of
worfhip.

But after all, the principal confide-
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ration, and which abfolutely determines
this controverfy, 1s this. Although the
magtitrate’s opinion in religion be found,
and the way that he appoints be truly
evangelical, yet 1t I be not thoroughly
perfuaded thereof In my own mind,
there will be no fafety for me in fol-
lowing it. No way whatfoever that I
thall walk in againft the diftates of my
confcience, will ever bring me to the
manfions of the blefled. I may grow
rich by an art that I take not delight 1n ;
I may be cured of fome difeafe by reme-
dies that I have not faith in; but I
cannot be faved by a religion that 1
diftruft, and by a worfhip that I abhor.
It is in vain for an unbeliever to take
up the outward thew of another man’s
profeflion.  Faith only, and inward fin-
cerity, are the things that procure ac-
ceptance with God. ‘The moft likely
and moft approved remedy can have no
effe€t upon the patient, if his flomach
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reject 1t as {oon as taken. And you
will In vain cram a medicine down a
fick man’s throat, which his particular
conftitution will be fure to turn into
poifon. In a word: Whatfoever may
be doubtful in religion, yet this at leaft
is certain, that no religion, which I
believe not to be true, can be either
true, or profitable unto me. In vain
therefore do princes compel their {ub-
jets to come into their church-com-
munion, under pretence of {aving their
fouls. If they believe, they will come
of their own accord ; if they believe
not, their coming will nothing avail
them. How great {oever, in fine, may
be the pretence of good-will and cha-
rity, and concern for the falvation of
mens fouls, men cannot be forced to be
{faved whether they will or no. And
therefore, when all is done, they muft
be left to their own confciences.
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Having thus at length freed men from
all dominion over one another in matters
of religion, let us now confider what
they are to do. All men know and
acknowledge that God ought to be
publickly worfhipped. Why otherwife
do they compel one another unto the
public affemblies? Men therefore con-
{tituted in this liberty are to enter into
fome religious {ociety, that they may
meet together, not only for mutual edi-
fication, but to own to the world that
they worfhip God, and ofter unto his
divine majefty {fuch {ervice as they them-
felves are not athamed of, and fuch as
they think not unworthy of him, nor un-
acceptable to him; and finally that by
the purity of dottrine, holinefs of life,
and decent form of worfhip, they may
draw others unto the love of the true
religion, and perform {uch other things
i religion as cannot be done by each
private man apart.
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ThefereligiousfocietiesI call churches:
and the{e 1 {ay the magifirate ought to
tolerate. For the bufine{s of thefe affem-
blies of the people 1s nothing but what
15 lawful for every man in particular to
take care of; I mean the falvation of
their fouls : nor 1n this cafe 1s there any
difference between the national church,
and other {eparated congregations.

But as in every church there are two
things efpecially to be confidered ; the
outward form and rites of worfhip, and
the doétrines and articles of faith ; thefe
things muft be handled each diftinttly ;
that fo the whole matter of Toleration
may the more clearly be underfiood.

Concerning outward worfhip, I fay, in
the firft place, that the magiftrate has no
power -to enforce by law, either in his
own church, or much lefs in another,
the ufe of any rites or ceremonies what-
foever in the worthip of God.  And this,

not only becaufe thefe churches are free



CONCERNING TOLERATION. 61

{ocieties, but becaufe whatfoever is
prattifed in the worfhip of God, is only
{o far juftifiable as it is believed by
thofe that prattife it to be acceptable
unto him, Whatfoever 1s not done with
that affurance of faith, 1s nzither well in
itfelf, nor can 1t be acceptable to God.
To impofe fuch things therefore upon
any people, contrary to their own judg-
ment, 1s in effeét to command them to
offend God ; which, confidering that the
end of all religion 1s to pleafe him, and
that liberty 1s effentially neceffary to
that end, appears to be abfurd beyond
expreflion.

But perhaps it may be concluded from
hence, that I deny unto the magifirate
2ll manner of power about indifferent
things ; which if it be not granted, the
whole fubjelt matter of law-making is
taken away. No, I readily grant that
indifferent things, and perhaps none but
fuch, ate f{ubjelted to the legiflative
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power. But it does not therefore follow
that the magiftrate may ordain what-
{oever he pleafes concerning any thing
that 1s mdifferent. The public good is
the rule and meafure of all law-making.
If a thing be not ufeful to the common-
wealth, tho’ it be never {o indifferent, it
may not prefently be eftablithed by law.

But further: Things never fo indif-
ferent in their own nature, when they
are brought into the church and worfhip
of God, are removed out of the reach of
the magitrate’s jurifdiCtion ; becaufe in
that ufe they have no connection at all
with civil affairs. 'The only bufinefs of
the church is the falvation of fouls; and
1t no ways concerns the commonwealth,
or any member of it, that this, or the
other ceremony be there made ufe of.
Neither the ufe, nor the omiflion of any
ceremonies, in thofe religious affemblies,
does either advantage or prejudice the

life, ]iberty,-n_or‘* eftate of any man. For
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example : let it be granted, that the
wafhing of an infant with water is in
itfelf an indifferent thing. Let it be
granted alfo, that if the magiftrate un-
derftand fuch wathing to be profitable
to the curing or preventing of any difeafe
that children are {ubje&t unto, and
efteem the matter weighty enough to be
taken care of by a law, in that cafe he
may order it to be done. But will any
one therefore {ay, that the magiftrate has
the fame right to ordain, by law, that all
children fhall be baptized by priefts, in
the facred font, in order to the purifi-
cation of their {fouls¢ The extreme dif-
ference of thefe two cafes is vifible to
every one at firft fight. Or let us apply
the laft cale to the child of a Jew, and
the thing will {peak itfelf. FYor what
hinders but a Chriftian magiftrate may
have {ubjets that are Jews ¢ Now if
we acknowledge that fuch an injury
may not be done unto a Jew, as to
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compel him, againft his own opinion, to
praftife in his religion a thing that is in
its nature indifferent; how can we main-
tain that any thing of this kind may be
done to a Chriftian ¢

Again : ‘Things in their own nature
indifferent cannot, by any human au-
thority, be made any part of the worthip
of God, for this very reafon; becaufe
they are indifferent. Yor fince indif-
ferent things are not capable, by any
virtue of therr own, to propitiate the
Deity ; no human power or authority
can confer on them fo much dignity and
excellency as to enable them to do 1it.
In the common affairs of life, that ufe
of indifferent things which God has not
forbidden, 1s free and lawful : and there-
fore in thofe things human authority has
place. But it is not fo in matters of reli-
gion. Things indifferent are not other-
wife lawful in the worfhip of God than
as they are inftituted by God himfelt;
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and as he, by fome pofitive command,
has ordained them to be made a part of
that worfhip which he will vouchfafe to

accept of at the hands of poor finful
men. Nor when an incenfed Deity
fhall afk us, Who has required thefe, or
Such like things at your hands ¢ Will
it be enough to. anfwer him, that the
magiftrate commanded them. If civil
jurifdi€tion extended thus far, what.
might not lawfully be introduced into.
religion ? What hodge-podge of cere-
monies, what {uperftitious inventions;
built upon the magiftrate’s authonty,
might not, againit confcience, be im-
pofed upon the worfhippers of God?
For the greatelt part of thefe ceremonies
and fuperftitions conhifts in the religious
ufe of fuch things as are In their own
nature indifferent: nor are they finful
upon any other account than becaufe
God is not the author of them. 'The
(prinkling of water, and the ufe of bread

I
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and wine, are both in their own nature,
and in the ordinary occafions of life,
altocether indifferent.  Will any man
therefore fay that thefe things could
have been introduced into religion, and
made a part of divine worfhip, if not
by divine inftitution ? If any human
atthority or civil power could have done
this, why might it not alfo cnjomn the
eatine of fifh, and drinking of ale, n the
holy banquet, as a part of divine wor-
fhip ? . Why not the {prinklng of the
blood of beafls in churches, and ex-
piations by water or fire, and abundance
more of this kind? DBut thefe things,
how indiflerent {oever they be i com-
mon ufes, when they come to be an-
nexed unto divine worfhip, without di-
vine authority, they are as abominable
to God as the facnfice of a dog. And
whv 2 dog {fo abominable? What dif-
ference 1s there between a dog and a

coat, 1n refpett of the divine nature,
9,
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equally and mfinitely diftant from all
affinity with matter; unlefs it be that
God required the ufe of the one in his
worfhip, and not of the other? We fee
therefore that indifferent things, how
much foever they be under the power
of the civil magiftrate, yet cannot upon
that pretence be introduced into reli-
ojon, and impofed upon religious aflem-
blies ; becaufe in the worfhip of God
they wholly ceafe to be indifferent.. He
that worfhips God does it with defign
to pleafe him and procure his favour.
But that cannot be done by him,. who,,
upon the command of another, offers
unto God that which he knows will be
difpleafing to hLim, becuufe not com-
manded by himfelf. This is not to
pieafe God,, or appeale his wrath, but
willingly and knowingly te provoke him,
by a mamifelt contempt; which is a
thing abfolutely repugnant to the nature
and end of worthip?

}-" )
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But 1t will here be afked : If nothing
belonging: to divine worfhip be left to
human difcretion, how is it then that

churches themfelves have the power of
ordermng any thing about the time and

place of worfhip, and the like? To this
I anfwer; that m religtous worfhip we
muft diftinguith between what 1s part
of the worfhip itfelf, and what is but a
circumftance. That is a part of the
worfhip which is believed to be ap-
pointed by God, and to be well plealing
fo him ; and therefore that is neceflary.
Circumftances are fuch things which,
though in general they cannot be fepa-
rated from worfhip, yet the particular-
inftances or modifications of them are
not determined ; and therefore they are
mdifferent. Of this {ort are the time
and place of worfhip, the habit and
pofture of him that worfhips. Thefe
are circumftances, and perfeétly indif=
ferent, where God has not given any
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exprefs command about them. For ex-
ample : amongft the Jews, the fime and
place of their worfhip, and the habits of
thofe that officiated in 1it, were not mere
circumftances, but a part of the worfhip
itfelf ; in which if any thing were de-
felltive, or different from the inftitution,
they could not hope that it would be
accepted by God. But thefe, to Chrif-
tians under the liberty of the Gofpel,
are mere circumftances of worfhip,
which the prudence of every -church
may bring into fuch ufe as fhall be
judged moft fubfervient to the end of
order, decency, and edification. Though
.even under the Gofpel allo thofe who
believe the firft, or the {eventh day to
be {et apart by God, and confecrated
fill to his worfhip, to them that portion
of time is not a fimple circumftance, but
a real part of divine worfhip, which can

neither be changed nor neglefted.
F3
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In the next place: As the magiftrate
has no power to zmpofe by his laws,
‘the ufe of any rites and ceremonies in
any church, {o neither has he any power
to forbid the ufe of {uch rites and cere-
monies as arc already received, ap-
proved, and prattifed by any church:
becaufe 1t he did {o, he would deftroy
the church 1tfelf ; the end of whofe in-
ftitution 1s only to worfhip God with
freedom, after its own manner.

You will fay, by this rule, if fome
congregations fhould have a mind to
facrifice infants, or, as the primitive

Chriftians were falfly accufed, luftfully
pollute themfelves in promifcuous un-

cleanpels, or prattife any -other fuch
heinous enormiuties, 1s the magiftrate

obliged to tolerate them, becaufe they
are committed 1n a religious affembly ?
I anfwer, No.  Thefe things are not
lawful in the ordinary courfe of life, nor

in any private houfe; and theretore
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neither are they {fo m the worfhip of
God, or in any religious meeting. But
indeed if any people congregated unon
account of religion, fhould be defirous
to facrifice a calf, I deny that that ought
to be prohibited by a law. Aelibocus,
whofe calt it 1s, may lawfully kill his
calf at home, and burn any part of it
that he thinks fit.  For no mjury 1s
thereby done to any ong, no prejudice
to another man’s guods.  And for the
fame reafon he may Lill his calf alfo 1
a religious mecting. WWhether the doing
fo be well pleating to God or no, it is
their part to coniider that doit. The
part of the magiftrate 13 onlv to take
care that the commonwealth receive no
prejudice, and that there be no njury
done to any man, either in life or eftate.
And thus what may be {pent on a feafi,
may be {pent on a facrifice.  Butif per-
adventure fuch were the flate of things,
that the intereft of the commonwealily
14
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required all flaughter of beafts thould be
forborn for {fome while, In order to the
encreafing the flock -of cattle, that had
been deftroyed by fome extraordinary
amurrain ; who fees not that the ma-
giftrate, in fuch a cafe, may forbid all
his {ubjedls to kill any calves for any ufe
whatfoever.? Only it 1s to be obferved,
that in this cafe the law 1s not made
about a religious, but a political matter:
nor is the facrifice, but the flaughter of
calves thereby prohibited.

By this we fee what difierence there
1s between the church and the common-
wealth. ‘Whatloever is lawtful in the
commonwealth, cannet be prohibited
by the magifirate in the church. What-
foever is permitted unto any of his fub-
jelts for their.ordinary ufe, neither can
nor ought to be forbidden by him to
any fe€t of people for their religious
ufes. If any man may lawfully take
bread .or wine, either fitting or kneeling
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 his own houfe, the law ought not te
abridge him of the fame liberty in his
religious worfhip ; though 1in the church
the ufe of bread and wine be very dif-
ferent, and be there applied to the my{-
terles of faith, and rites of divine wor-
thip. But thofe things that -are preju-
dicial to the commonweal of a people in
their ordinary ufe, and are therefore for-
bidden by laws, thole things ought not
to be permitted to churches in their
facred rites. Only the magiftrate ought
always to be very careful that he do not
mifufe his authority, to the oppreffion
of any church, under pretence of public
hgood.
It may be faid, whatif a church be
idolatrous, is that alfo to be tolerated by
the magiftrate ! In anfwer, I afk, what
power can be given to the magifirate
for the fuppreflion of an idolatrous
church, which may not, in time and
place, be made ufe of to the ruin of an
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orthodox one ? Tor it muft be remem-
bered, that the civil power is the fame
every where, and the religion of every
prince 1s orthodox to himfelf. It there-
fore fuch a power be granted unto the
civil magiftrate in {pirituals, as that at
Gencva, for example, he may extirpate,
by violence and blood, the religion
which i1s there reputed idolatrous ; by
the {fame rule, another magifirate, in
{fome neighbouring country, may opprefs
the reformed religion ; and, in fidia,
the Chnftian. The civil power can
either change every thing in religion,
according to the prince’s pleafure, or
it can change nothing. If it be once
permitted to Itroduce any thing into
religion, by the means of laws and pe-
nalties, there can be no bounds put to
it ; but it will in the fame manner be
lawful to alter every thing, according to
that rule of truth which the magifirate
has framed unto himfelf. No man what-
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foever ought therefore to be deprived of
‘his terreftrial enjoyments, upon account
of his religion. Not even Americans,
{ubjeéted unto a Chriftian prince, are to
be punifhed either in body or goods, for
not embracing our faith and worfhip.
If they are perfuaded that they pleafe
God in obferving the rites of their own
country, and that they fhall obtain hap-
I‘pinefs by that means, they are to be left
unto God and themfelves, Let us trace
this matter to the bottom. Thus it is:
an inconfiderable and weak number of
Chniftians, deftitute of every thing, arrive
n a pagan country ; thefe foreigners
befeech the inhabitants, by the bowels
of humanity, that they would {uccour
them with the ncceflaries of life ; thofe
neceflaries are given, habitations are
vranted, and they all join together, and
orow up into one body of people. The
Chriftian religion by this means takes
toot in that country, and fpreads itfelf; .
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but does not fuddenly grow the ftrongetft.
While things are in this condition, peace,
friendfhip, faith, and equal juftice, are
preferved amongft them. At length the
magiitrate becomes a Chriftian, and by
that means their party becomes the moft
powerful. "Then immediately all com-
patts are to be broken, all-civil rights to
be violated, that idolatry may be extir-
pated: and unlefs thefe innocent pa-
gans, ftrict obfervers .of the rules of
equity and the law of nature, and no
ways offending againft the laws of the
fociety, I {ay unlefs they will forfake
their ancient religion, and embrace a
new and ftrange one, they are to be
“turned out of the lands and poffeflions of
their forefathers, and perhaps deprived
of life itfelf. Then at laft it appears
what zeal for the church, joined with
the defire of dominion, 1s capable to
produce ; and how eafily the pretence

of religion, and of the care of fouls,
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ferves for a cloak to covetoufnefs, rapine,
and ambition.

Now whofoever maintains that ido-
latry 1s to be rooted out of any place by
laws, punifhment, fire and {word, may
apply this ftory to himfelf. For the
reafon of the thing is equal, both in
America and Europe. And neither pa-
gans there, nor any diffenting Chnftians
here, can with any right be deprived of
their worldly goods, by the pi‘edomi-:
nating fation of a court-church: nor
are any clvil rights to be either changed
or violated upon account of religion in
ene place more than another.

But idolatry, {ay fome, is a fin, and
therefore not to be tolerated. If they
faid 1t were therefore to be avoided, the
inference were good. But it does not
follow, that becaufe it is a fin it ought
therefore to be punifhed by the ma-
gifirate. For it does not belong unto

the magiftrate to make ufe of his {fword
‘
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in punithing every thing, indifferently,
that he takes to be a fin againft God.
Covetoufnefs, uncharitablenefs, 1dlenefs,
and many other things are fins, by the:
confent of all men, which yet no man
ever faid were to be punithed by the
magiftrate. The reafon 1s, becaufe they
are not prejudicial to other mens rights,
nor do they break the public peace of
{ocieties. Nay, even the fins of lying
and perjury are no where punifhable by
laws ; unlefs in certain cafes, m which
the real turpitude of the thing, and the
~offence aganft God, are not confidered,

but only the injury done unto mens

neighbours, and to the commonwealth.

And what if mn another country, to =

Mahumetan or a pagan prince, the
Chnftian religion feem falfe and offenfive
to God ; may not the Chriftians for the:

fame reafon, and after the fame manner,

be extirpated there ?
But 1t may be urged farther, that by

Y
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the law of Mofes 1dolaters were to be
rooted out. True indeed, by the law of
Mofes 5 but that 1s not obligatory to us
Chriftians. Nobody pretends that every
thing, generally, enjoined by the law of
Mofes, ought to be practifed by Chrif-
tians. Bat there 1s nothing more fii-
volous than that common diftinétion of
moral, judicial, and ceremonial law,
which men ordinarily make ufe of. Ior
no pofitive law whatfoever can oblige
any people but thofe to whom it is
given. Hear O Ifrael, {ufhciently re-
ftrains the obligation of the law of Mo/es
only to that people. And this confi-
deration alone 1s anfwer enough unto
thofe that urge the authority of the law
of Mofes, for the mficting of capital
punithments upon idolaters.  But how-
cver, I will examine this argument a
hittle more particularly.

The cafe of idolaters, In refpet of
the Jewi/l commonwealth, falls under a
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double confideration. The firft is of
thofe, who, being initiated in the Mo-
Jaical rites, and made citizens of that
commonwealth, did afterwards apoftatife
from the worthip of the God of Ifiael.
Thefe were proceeded againft as tray-
tors and rebels, . guilty of no lefs than
high treafon. For the eommonwealth
of the Jews, diflerent in that from all
others,. was an ab{olute theocracy : nor
was there, or could there be, any dif-
ference between that commonwealth
and the church. The laws eftablithed
there concerning the worfhip of one in-
vifible Deity, were the civil laws of that
people, and a part of thewr political
covernment, in which Ged himfelf was
the legiflator. Now if any one can fhew
me where there is 2 commonwealth, at
this time, conftituted upen that foun-
dation, I will acknowledge that the
ecclefiaftical laws do there unavoidably
become a part of the civil; and that the
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fubjelts of that government both may,
and ought to be kept in {trict conformity
with that church, by the civil power.
But there 1s abfolutely no {uch thing,
under the Gofpel, as a Chiiftian coni-
monwecalth. 1here are, mdeed, many
citics and kingdoms that have embraced
the faith ot Chrit, but they have re-
tained their anclent form of governs
ment ; with which the law of Chrift
hath not at all meddled. e, 1:deed,
hath taught men, how by fuith and ood
works, they may attain cternallife. But
he inftituted no commonwealth., [ic
prefcribed unto his followers no new
and peculiar form of government, nor
put he the {word into apy magiftrate’s
hand, with commiffion to make ufe of
it in forcing men to forfake their former
religion, and receive his,

Secondly, Foreigners, and fuch as
were {trangers to the commoiwealth o
Ijrael, were not compelled by turcs

(x
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to oberve the rites of the Mofuical Iaw.
But, on the contrary, in the very fame
place where 1t 1s ordered that an [/
raclite that was an tdolater fhould be
put to death, there it is provided that
ﬁ?"ngc'rs /fmuZd not be vexed nor op-
prefed, Exod. xxii. T confefs that the
feven nations that poflcficd the land
which was promiied to the [fraelifes,
were utterly to be cut off.  But this was
not fingly becaufe they were idolaters.
For if that had been the reafon, why
were the Moabites and other nations to
be f{pared? No; the reafon is this.
God being mn a peculiar manner the
king of the Jews, he could not {uffer the
adoration of any other Deity, which was
properly an att of high-treafon againft
himfelf, m the land of Caengan, which
was his kingdom. Ior fuch a manifeft
revolt could no ways confift with his
dominioh which was perfeltly political,
mn that country. All idolatry was there-



CONCERNING TOLERATION. &)

fore to be rooted out of the bounds of
his kingdom ; becaufe it was an ac-
knowledgment of another God, that is
to fay, another kmg; againft the laws
of empire. -The inhabitants were allo
to be driven out, that the entire pol-
{eflion ot the land might be given to
the [fraeliles. And for the like reafon
the Emims and the Horims were driven
out of their countries by the children of
Ifau and Loty and their lands, upon
the fame grounds, given by God to the
mvaders, Deut. 1.  But though all 1do-
latry was thus rooted out of the land
of Canaar, yet every idolater was not
brought to execution. ‘The whole fa-
mily of Rahab, the whole nation of the
Gibeonites, articled with Jofuah, and
were allowed by treaty : and there were
many captives amongit the Jews, who
were 1dolatérs.  David and Solomon
fubdued many countries without the
confines of the Land of Promife, and

G2
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carricd their conquefis as far as Eu-
Birales. i‘:.,mcngi’t fo many captives
tzken, {o many nations reduced unto
tucir obedience, we find net one man
{orced into the Jewilh reitgion, and the
vorfl:ip of the true Ged, and puniihed
for 1dolatry, though all of them were
certainly guilty of 1t. If any one indeed,
becommg a profc‘yi’e aefired to be
made a cwma‘bn of thewr commensvealth,.
he was obliged to fubmit unto their
laws; that 13, to cmbrace themr rehioton.

U3

But this be did willingly, cn his own
accord, not by llﬂluL. Iic did not
unwiliing! 1bm1 to {hew his obe-

0’

dicncc; bu he {fougnt and {olicited for
it, as a priviiege.  And as {oon as he
was admiited he became {ubjett to the
aws of the commonwealth, by which
all idolatry was forbidden within the
borders of the land of Canaan. But
that law, as I have faid, did not reach
to any of thofe recions, however {ub-~
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Jetted unto the Jews, that were fituated
without thofe bounds.

Thus far concerning-outward worthip:
Let us now confider arlicles of faith.

The articles of religion ave fome of
them praéiical, and fome t//')eczclafiﬁc.'
Now, though both {orts confift in the
knowlea ge of truth, },—pt thefe terminate
fimply in the underitanding, thofe in-
fluence the will and manncrs.  bpecu-
lative opinions, theretore, and articles of
Jalh, as they are called, which are re-
quired only to be believed, cannot be |
impofed on any church by the law of
the land. Ior 1t 1s zvfurd that things
fhould be enjomed by laws, which are
not m mens power to perform.  And
fo believe this or that to be true, daea
not depend upon cur wiil.  But of this
enough has been faid already. But,
will fome fay, lei men at leaft profefs
that they believe. A {weet religica.

mdeed, that oblmes men to diffemble,
G35
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and tell lies both to God and man, for

the falvation of their fouls! If the ma-
oiftrate thinks to {ave men thus, he

feems to undeifland little of the way of
{alvation. And if he does it not n
order to fave them, why is he fo {oli-
citous about the articles of faith as to
enact them by a law ¢

Further, The magiftrate ought not to
forbid the preaching or profefling of any
{peculative opinions in any church, be-
caufe they have no manner of relation to
the civil rights of the fubjelts. If a
Boman Catholic believe that to be really .
the body of Chrift, which another man
calls bread, he does no injury thereby
to his neighbour. If a Jew do not be-
lieve the New Teftament to be the word
of God, he does not thereby alter any
thing 1n mens civil nights, If a heathen
doubt of both Teftaments, he is not
therefore to be punifthed as a pernicious
citizen, The power of the magifirate,
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and the eftates of the people, may be
equally {ecure, whether any man believe
thefe things or no. 1readily grant, that
thefe opinions are falfe and abfurd. But
the bufinefs of laws is not to provide for
the truth of opinions, but for the fafety
and {ecurity of the commonwealth, and
of every particular man’s goods and per-
fon. And fo it ought tobe. Tor truth
certainly would do well enough, 1if fthe
were once left to fhift for herfelf. She
{feldom has received, and 1 fear never
will receive much affiftance from the
- power of great men, to whom fhe is but
rarely known, and more rarely welcome.
She is not taught by laws, nor has fhe
any need of force to procure her en-
trance ‘into the minds of men. Errors
indeed prevail by the affiftance of foreign
and borrowed f{uccours. Butif Truth
makes not her way mto the under-
ftanding by her ewn light, fhe will be
hut the weaker for apy borrowed fozee
G 4
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violence can add to her. Thus much
tor {peculative opinions. Let us now
procecd to praclical ones.

A good life, 1n which confifts not the
leait part of religion and true piety, con-
cerns atfo the civil government: and m
it lies the fafety both of mens fouls, and
of the commonwealth. NMoral aétions
belong therelore to the juriidiction both
or thc oulvward and mmward court; both
of the civii and demeftic governor; I
mean, both of the magifirate and con-
fctence.  Here thercfore 1s great danger,
left onc of thefe jurifditions intrench
upon the other, and difcerd anﬁ:lxy
tween the keeper of the public pea::e
and the overfeers oi fouls,  But if what
has been already {aid concerning the
limis of both ihcfe governments - be
1ehtly conlidered, 1t will eafily remove
:.11 daiibcuity i tais matter. :

Feery man has an immortal {foul,
capable of cternal happineisor mifery .
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whofe happinefs depending upon his be-
lieving and doing thole things in this
life, which are neceffary to the obtain-
ing of God’s favour, and are prefcribed
by God to that end; 1t follows from
thence ; Firf, That the obfervance of
thefe things 1s the highcit obligation that
fics upon-mankind, and that our utmoft

1

care, appiication, and diiigence, ought
to be cxcreifed 1n the {earch and per-
formance of them ; becaufe there is no-
thing in this world that is of any coni-
df,ration in comparifon with cternity.
Secondly, That {ecing one man does not
violate the right of ancther, by his erro
necus opinions, &nd undue manner of
worinin, nor is lus perdifion any pre-
judice to another man's affairs ; therc-
forc the care of cach man’s falvation
belongs only to himfelf. But I would
not have this mifunderfioed, as if 1
meant hereby to condemn all c]*““i*'“hle
admonitions, and afreéhionate cndeavo
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to reduce men from errors; which are
indeed the greateft duty of a Chriftian.
Any one may employ as many exhor-
tations and arguments as he pleafcs, to-
wards the promoting of another man’s
{alvation. But all force and compulfion
are to be forborn. Nothing is to be
done imperioufly. Nobody 1s obliged
in that matter to vield obedience unto
the admonitions or injunétions of ano-
ther, farther than he himfelf is per-
{fuaded. Every man, in that, has the
{upreme and abfolate authority of judg-
ing for himfelf. And the reafon is, be-
caufe nobody clfe 1s concerned i 1,
nor can receive any prejudice from his
condu:t therein.

But befides their {ouls, which are im-
mortal, men have alfo their temporal
lives here upon earth ; the ftate whereof
being frail and fleeting, and the du-
ration uncertain; they have need of
feyeral outward conveni¢ncigs to the
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fupport thereof, which are to be pro-
cured or preferved by pains and induftry.
Tor thofe things that are neceffary to
the comfortable {upport of our lives are
not the {pontaneous produéts of nature,
nor do offer themfelves fit and prepared
for our ufe. This part therefore draws
on another care, and neceflarily gives
another employment. But the pravity
of mankind being {uch, that they had
rather injurioufly prey upon the fruits of
other mens labours, than take pamns to
provide for themfelves; the necefity of
preferving men in the pofleflion of what
honeft induftry has already acquired,
and alfo of preferving their liberty and
firength, whereby they may acquire
what they farther want; obliges men
to enter Into {ociety with one another ;
that by mutual afliftance and joint force,
they may {ecure unto each other their
properties, in the things that contribute
to the comfort and happinefs of this
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life 5 leaving m the mean while tc every
man the carc of his own cternal hap-
pinefs, the attainment whereof can nei-
ther be facilitated by another man’s m-
daftry, nor can the lofs of 1t turn to
another man’s prejudice, nor the hope of
it be forced from him by any cxternal
violence. DPut forafinuch as men thus
cntering into {ocieties, grounded upen
their mutual compacts of afi:ftance, for
the defence of their temporal gooas,
may neverthelels be deprived or them,
either by the rapine and fraud of their
follow-citizens, or by the hoftile violence
of forcigners ; the remedy of this evil
confifts m arms, riches, and multitude
of citizens; the remedy of the other in
laws 3 and t-e care of all things relating
both to the one and the other, 1s com-
mitted by the {ociety to the civil ma-
giftrate.  This 1s the original, this is the
ufe, and thefe are the bounds of the
legiflative, which 1s the fupreme, powes
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11 every commonwealth. 1 mean, that
provifion may be made for the fecurity
of each man’s private pofleflions; for
the peace, riches, and public’commo-
dities of the whole people; and, as
much as poflible, for the increafe of
their inward ftrength, againfl forcign
inwﬁons

1 hefe things being thus explained, 1t
15 caly to u“duﬁand fo winat end tne
legiflative power ought to be directed,
and by what mealures rogulated 5 and
that 1s the temporal good and outward
profperity of the feciety; which s the
{ole reafon of men’s entering into {ociety,
and the only thing they {eek and ann at
m1t. And 1t 15 al{o evident what liberty
remains to men in reference to thetr
cternal falvation, and that is, that cvery
one {hould do what he in his confcience
13 perfuaded to be acceptable to the
Almighty, on whofe good pleafure and
acceptance depends his eternal hap-
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pinefs. For obedience 1s due in the firft
place to God, and afterwards to the
laws.

But fome may atk, What if the ma-
gifirate fhovld enjoin any thing by his au-
thority that appears unlawful to the con-
[fcienceof a private perfon? I anfwer, that
if government be faithfully adminiftered,
and the counfels of the magiftrate be
indeed diretted to the public good, this
will {feldom happen. But ¥ perhaps it
do fo fall out, I {ay, that fuch a private
perfon 1s to abftain from the action that
he judges unlawful ; and he is to un-
dergo the punifhment, which is not un-
Jawtul for him to bear. For the private
judgment of any perfon concerning a
law enacted in political matters, for the
public goed, does not take away the
oblhigaticn of that law, nor deferve a
difpenfation. But if the law indeed be
concerning things that hie not within
the verge of the magittraie’s authority ;

1
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as for example, that the people, or any
patty amongft them, fhould be com-
pelled to embrace a ftrange religion,
and join in the worfhtp and ceremonies
of another church, men are not in thefe
cafes obliged by that law, againft their
confciences. Ior the political {ociety
is inftituted for no other end, but only
to fecure every man’s pofleffion of the
things of this life. The care of cach
man’s foul, and of the things of heaven,
which neither does belong to the com-
inonwealth, nor can be {ubjeéted to it,
is left entirely to every man’s felf.
Thus the fafeguard of mens lives, and
of the things that belong unto this life,
is the bufinefs of the commonwealth ;
and the preferving of thofe things unto
their owners, is the duty of the ma-
giftrate. And therefore the magiftrate
cannot take away thele worldly things
from this man, or party, and give them

to that ; ner change propricty amongft
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fellow-fubjelts, no not even by a law,.
for a caufe that has no relation to the
end of civil government; I mecan for
their religion ; which whether it be true
or falfe, docs no prejudice to the worldly
concerns of their fellow-{fubjeéts, which
are the things that only belong unto the
care of the commonwealth.

Bui what if themegijirale believe fuch
a law as this 1o be for the public good ?
I anfwer: as the private judgment of
any particulir perfon, 1f erroncous, docs
not exempt him from the obligation of
law, {o the private jucgment, as 1 may
call it, of the magiftrate does not give
him any new right of mmpofing laws
upon his {ubjects, which neither was
in the conflitution of the government
oranted him, nor cver was 1 the power
of the peoplﬁ to grant: and leaft of all,
if he make 1t his bufinefs to enrich and
advance his followers and fellow-{cCta-
rics, with the fpoils of others. But
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what if the magifirate believe that he
has a right to make fuch laws, and that
they are for the public good; and his
{ubjeéls believe the contrary? Who fhall
be judge between them ? I anfwer, God
alone. For there 1s no judge upon
earth between the {upreme magiftrate
and the people. God, 1 {ay, is the only
judge in this cafe, who will retribute
unto every one at the laft day according
to his deferts; that is, according to his
fincerity and uprightnefs, 1n endeavour-
Ing to promote piety, and the public
weal and peace of mankmd. But what
fhall be done m the mean while: 1
anfwer : the principal and chief care of
every one ought to be of his own foul
- firft, and 1n the next place, of the public
peace : though yet there are very few
will think ’tis peace there, where they
{ee all laid wafte. There are two {orts
of contefts amongft men ; the one ma-

naged by law, the other by force: and
I
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thefe are of that nature, that where the
one ends, the other always begins. But
it is not my bufinefs to enquire mto the
power of the magiftrate mn the different
conftitutions of nations. I only know
what ufually happens where contro-
verlies arife, without a judge to deter-
mine them. You will {ay then the ma-
gifirate being the ftronger will have his
wiil, and carry his pomt. Without
doubt. But the queftion 1s not here
concerning the doubtfulnefsof the event,
but the rule of right.

But to come to particulars. I fay,
Firfl, No opwmions, contrary to human
{fociety, or to thoic moral rules which
are neccllary to the prefervation of civil
{ociety, are to be tolerated by the ma-
giftrate.  But of thefe indeed examples
in any church are rare. Ior no {ect can
eafily arrive to fuch a degree of mad-
nefs, as that 1t thould think fit to teach,
for doctrines of religion, fuch things as
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manifeftly undermine the foundations of i
{ociety, and are therefore condemned
by the judgment of all mankind: be-
caufe their own intereft, peace, repu-
tation, every thing would be thereby
‘endangered.

Another more {ecret-cvil, but more
dangerous to the commonwealth, 1s
when men arrogate to themf{clves; and
to thofe of their own {ett, fome peculiar
nrerogative covered over with a {pecious
fhew of deceitful words, but in effett
oppofite to the civil right of the com-
munity. For example. We cannct
find any {eét that teaches exprelsiy and
openly, that men are not obliged tokeep
their promife ; that princes may be de-
throned by thofe that difier from them -
In religion ; or that the dominion of all
things belongs only to themfelves. For
thefe things, propofed thus nakedly and
plainly, would {oon draw on them the

cve and hand of the magiftrate, and
H e
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awaken all the care of the common-
wealth to a watchfulnefs againft the
{preading of {o dangerous an evil. But
neverthelefs, we find thofe that fay the
fame things, in other words. What
clfe do they mean, who teach that faifh
25 not to be kept with heretics 2 Their
meaning, forfooth, is that the privilege
of breaking faith belongs unto them-
{clves: for they declare all that are not
of thelir communion to be heretics, or at
leaft may declare them {o whenfoever
they think fit. What can be the mean-
ing of their afferting that fLings excom-
municaled forfeit their crowns and king-
doms ¢ It 1s.evident that they thereby
arrogate unto themfelves the power of
depofing kings: becaufc they challenge
the power of excommunication as the
peculiar right of their hierarchy. That
dominion is founded in grace, is alfo an
aflertion by which thofe that maintain
it do plainly lay claim to the pofleflion
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of all things. For they are not fo want-
ing to themfelves as not to believe, or
at leaft as not to profefs themfelves to
be the truly pious and faithful. Thefe
therefore, and the like, who attribute
unto the faithful, religious, and ortho-
dox, that is, in plain terms, unto them-
felves, any peculiar privilege or power
above other mortals, in civil concern-
ments ; or who, upon pretence of reli-
gion, do challenge any manner of au-
thority over {uch, as are not aflociated
with them in their ecclefiaftical com-
munion ; I {ay thefe have no right to
be tolerated by the magifirate ; as nei-
ther thofe that will not own and teach
the duty of tolerating all men in matters
of mere religion. For what do all thefe
and the like doctrines fignify, but that
they may, and are ready upon any occa-
[ion to feize the government, and poifefs
themf{elves of the eftates and fortunes of

their fellow-fubjeéls ; and that thev only
i13
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afk leave to be tolerated by the ma-
giflrate fo long, until they find them-
ﬁ_lvcs ftrong enough to effett it.

Aouin : That churcn can have no
right to be tolerated by the magiftrate,
which is conflituted upon {uch a bot-
tom, that zli thofe who enter into i, do
thereby /o fuilo, deliver themfelves up
to the protcilion and fervice of another
prince.  For by this means the ma-
oitivate would give way tothe fettling of
a forcign Jurlfdléhon In his own country,
and fuﬂbr his own people to be lifted,

as it were, for {oldiers againft his own
gm'cmment. Vor does the frivolous

g

court nd the church aﬂbvd any remedy
to this inconvenience ; efpecially when
both the one and the other are equally
{ubject to the abfolute authority of the
'

iamie perfon ; who has not only power
to verfuade the members of his church

o whatfeo or he Lifts, either as purely

)
id
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religious, or as in order thereunto, but
can alfo enjoin it them on pain of eternal
fire. It is ridiculous for any one to pro-
fefs himfelf to be a Alahumetan only in
his religion, but in every thing elfe a
faithful {ubjett to a Chriftian magiftrate,
whilft at the fame time he acknowledges
himfelf bound to yield blind obedience
to the Mufti of Conflantinople ; who
himf{elf is entirely obedientto the Ottoman
emperor, and frames the feigned oracles
of that religion according to his pleafure.
But this Mahumetan living amongft
Chriftians, would yet more apparently
renounce their government, if he ac-
knowledged the fame perfon to be head
of his church, who is the {fupreme ma-
giftrate 1n the fate.

Lafily, Thofe are not at all to be tole-
rated who deny the being of a God.
Promifes, covenants, and oaths, which
arc the bonds of human fociety, can
have no hold upon an atheift, The

H 4



104 A LETTER

taking away of God, though but even
in thought, diffolves all. Befides alfo,
thofe that by their atheifm undermine
and deftroy all religion, can bave no pre-
tence of religion whereupon to challenge
the privilege of a toleration. As for
other praétical opinions, though not ab-
{olutely free from all error, yet if they
do not tend to eftablifh domination over
others, or civil impunity to the church
i which they are taught, there can be
no reafon why they fhould not be tole-
rated. |

It remains that I fay fomething con-
cerning thofe affemblies, which being
vulgarly called, and perhaps having
fometimes been conventicles, and nur-
feries of faltions and {editions, are
thought to afford the ftrongeft matter
of objeltion agamit this dotrine of tole-
ration. But this has not happened by
any thing peculiar unto the genius of
{uch affemblies, but by the unhappy cir-
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cumftances of an opprefied or ill-fettled
liberty. Thele accufations would {oon
ceafe, if the law of toleration were once
{o{ettled, that all churches were obliged
to lay down toleration as the foundation
of their own libertf; and teach that
liberty of confcience is every man’s na-
tural right, equally belonging to diffen-
ters as to themfclves ; and that nobody
ought to be compelied in matters of
religion either by law or force. The
eftablithment of this one thing would
take away all ground of complaints and
tumults upon account of confcience.
And thefe caufes of difcontents and ani-
mofities being once removed, there would
remain nothing in thefe affemblies that
were not more peaceable, and lefs apt
to produce difturbance of ftate, than in
any other meetings whatfoever. But let
us examine particularly the heads of

thefe accufations.
You will fav, that aqfemblics and
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mcetings endanoer the public peace, and
threaten the commonwealth. 1 anfwer:
it this be fo, why are there daily fuch
numerous meetings 1n markets, and
courts of judicature ! Why are crowds
upon the Exchange, and a concourfe of
people in cities {uffered? You will re-
ply; Thefe are Civil aflemblies; but
‘Thofe we objett againft, are eccle-
fiaftical. I anfwer: it is a likely thing
indeed, that fuch afflemblies as are alto-
gether remote from civil affairs, thould
be moft apt to embroil them. O, but
civil affemblies are compofed of men
that diffier from one another in matters
of religion; but thefe ecclefiaftical meet-
ings are of perfons that are all of one
opinion. As if an agreement in matters
of religion, were in effet a confpiracy
acainit the commonwealth; or as it
men would not be fo much the more
varmly uhanimous 1n religion, the lefs

liberty they had of aflembling. DBut it
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will be urged fhll, that civil affemblies
are open, and free for any one to enter
into ; whereas religious conventicles are
more private, and thereby give oppor-
tunity to clandeftine machinations. I
anfwer, that this 1s not finiétly true: for
many civil affemblies are not open to
every one. And if fome religious meet-
ings be private, who are they, I befeech
you, that are to be blamed for it? thofe
that defire, or thofe that forbid their
being public? Again; you will {ay, that
religious communion does exceedingly
unite mens minds and affe€tions to one
another, and is therefore the more dan-
gerous. But if this be fo, why is not
the magiftrate afraid of his own church ;
and why does he not forbid their affem-
blies as things dangerous to his govern-
ment? You will fay, becaufe he himfelf
15 a part, and even the head of them.
As 1t he were not alfo a part of the
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commonwealth, and the head of the
whole people.

Let us therefore deal plainly. The
magiftrate 1s afraid of other churches,
but not of his own ; becaufe he 15 kind
and favourable to the one, but fevere
and cruel to the other.  Thefe he treats
like children, and indulges them even
to wantonnefs. Thofe he ufesas flaves ;
and how blamclefsly foever they demean
themfelves, recompenfes them no other-
wife than by gallies, prifons, confifca-
tions and decath. Thefe he cherifhes
and defends: thofe he continually
fcourges and opprefies. Let hin turn
the tables: or let thofe diffenters enjoy
but the {ame privileges in civils as his
other fubjells, and ke will quickly find
that thefe religious meetings will be no
longer dangerous. Yor if men enter
into feditious conipiracies, 1t is not reli-
gion Infpires them to it in their meet-
ings ; but thetr {ufferings and oppref-

4
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fions that make them willing to eafe
themfelves. Juft and moderate govern-
ments are every where quiet, every
where fafe. But oppreflion raifes fer-
ments, and makes men ftruggle to caft
off an uneafy and tyrannical yoke. 1
know that feditions are very frequently
raifed upon pretence of religion. But
it is as true, that, for religion, {ubjetts
are frequently 1ll treated, and live mife-
rably. Believe me, the flirs that are
made, proceed not from any peculiar
temper of this or that church or religious
{ociety; but from the common difpo-
fition of all mankind, who when they
groan under any heavy burthen, endea-
vour naturally to fhake off the yoke that
galls their necks. Suppofe this bufinefs
of religion were let alone, and that there
were {fome other diftintion made be-
tween men and men, upon account of
their different complexions, thapes, and
features, fo that thofe who have black
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hair, for example, or grey eyes, fhould
not enjoy the fame privileges as other
citizens ; that they fhould not be per-
mitted cither to buy or fell, or live by
their callings; that parents fhould not
have the government and education of
their own children; that they fhould
cither be excluded from the benefit of
the laws, or meet with partial judges
can it be doubted but thefe perfons,
thus diftinguithed from others by the
colour of their hair and eyes, and united
together by one common perfecution,
would be as dangerous to the magiftrate
zs any others that had affociated them-
{elves merely upon the account of reli-
gion? Some enter Into company for
trade and profit: others, for want of
bufinefs, have their clubs for claret.
Neighbourhood joins fome, and religion
others. But there is one only thing
which cathers people into {editious com-
motions, and that is oppreflion.
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You will {fay ; what, will you have
people to meet at divine fervice againft
the magifirate’s will? 1 anfwer; why,
I pray againft his will? Is it not both
lawful and neceflary that they fhould
meet ? Againft his will, do you fay?
That is what I complain of. That is
the very root of all the mifchief. Why
are affemblies lefs {ufferable in a church
than 1n a theatre or market? Thole

that meet there are not either more
viclous, or more turbulent, than thofe
that meet elfewhere. The bufinefs in
that is, that they are 1ll uled, and there-
fore they are not to be fuffered. Take
away the partiality that 1s ufed towards
them 1n matters of common right;
change the laws, take away the penal-
ties unto which they are fubjefted, and
all things will immediately become fafe
and peaceable : nay, thofe that are
averfe to the religion of the magitirate,
will think themfelves fo much the more
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bound to maintain the peace of the
commonwealth, as thewr condition is
better in that place than elfewhere ;
and all the feveral {eparate eongrega-
tions, like fo many guardians of the
public peace, will watch one another,
that nothing may be Innovated or
changed in the form of the government:
becaufe they can hope for nothing better
than what they already enjoy ; that is,
an cqual condition with their fellow-
fubjects, under a juft and moderate
govérnment. Now if that church, which
agrees 1n religion with the prince, be
eftcemed the chiet {upport of any civil
government, and that for no other reafon,
as has alrcady been fhewn, than becaulfe
the prince 1s kind, and the laws are
favourable to it ; how much greater will
be the fecurity of a government, where
all good fubjetls, of whatfoever church
they be, without any diftinétion upoen
account of religion, enjoying the fame
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favour of the prince, and the {fame be-
nefit of the laws, fhall become the

common fupport and guard of it; and
where none will have any occafion to

fear the feverity of the laws, but thofe
that do injuries to their neighbours, and
offend againft the civil pcace ?

That we may draw towards a con-
clufion. The fim of all we drive at is,
that every man may enjoy the fame rights
that are granted to others. Is it per-
mitted to worfhip God in the Roman
manner ? Let 1t be permitted to do it
in the Geneva form alfo. Is 1t permitted
to {peak Latiz mn the market-place ?
Lot thofe that have a mind to it, be
permitted to-do it alfo 1 the church.
Is it lawful for any man in his own
houfe to kneel, ftand, fit; or ufe any
other pofture ; and to cloath himfelf in
white or black, 1n fhort or in long gar-
ments ? Iet it not be made unlawful
to eat bread, drink wine, or wath with
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water 1n the church. In a word : what-
{foever things are left free by law in the
common occafions of life, let them re-
main free unto every church in divine
worfhip. Let no man’s life, or body,
or houfe, or eftate, {uffer any manner of
prejudice upon thefe accounts. Can
you allow of the Prefbyterian difcipline ?
why fhould not the Epifcopal allo have
what they like ? Ecclefiaftical authority,
whether it be adminiftered by the hands
of a fingle perfon, or many, is every
where the {ame ; and neither has any
jurifdiftion in things civil, nor any man-
ner of power of compulfion, nor any
thing at 2ll to do with riches and
revenues.

Ecclehaftical affemblies, and {ermons,
are juftiled by daily experience, and
public allowance. Thefe are allowed
to people of fome one perfuafion: why
not to all? 1f any thing pafs in a reli-
gious meeting feditioufly, and contrary
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to the public peace, it is to be puhifhed
in the {ame manner, and no otherwife,
than as if 1t had happened in a fair or
market. Thefe meetings ought not to
be {anttuaries for fattious and flagitious
tellows : nor ought 1t to be lefs lawful
for men to meet in churches than in
halls: nor are one part of the {ubjetts
to be efteemed more blameable, for their
meeting together, than others. Every
one is to be accountable for his own
attions ; and no man is to be laid under
a {ufpicion, or odium, for the fault of
another. Thofe that are {editious, mur-
derers, thieves, robbers, adulterers, flan-
derers, &c. of whatfoever church, whe-
ther national or not, ought to be pu-
nifhed and {upprefled. But thofe whofe
dottrine 1s peacecable; and whofe man-
ners are pure and blamelefs, ought to .
be upon equal terms with their fellow-
fubjetts. 'Thus if {folemn affemblies.
oblervations of feftivals, public worthip,

12
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be permitted to any one fort of pro-
feffors ; all thefe things ought to be per-
mitted to the Prefyterians, Indepen-
dents, Anabaptifis, Arminians, 2uakers,
and others, with the {ame liberty. Nay,
if we may openly {peak the truth, and
as becomes one man to another, neither
ragan nor Mahwmetan, nor Jew, ought
to be excluded from the civil rights of
the commonwealth, becaule of his reli-
gion. The Golpel commands no fuch
thing. The church, which judoeth not
thofe that are without, 1 Cor. v. wants
it not. And the commonwealth, which
embraces indifferently all men that are
honeft, peaccable and induftrious, re-
quires it not. Shall we fuffer a pagun
to deal and trade with us, and fhall we
not {ufier him to pray unto and worfhip
God? If we allow the Jews to have
private houfcs and dwellings amongft-us,
why fhould we not allow them to haye
{ynagogucs? Is their doélrine more falfe,
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their worfhip more abominable, or is the
civil peace more endangered, by their
meeting In public than in their private
houfes? But if thefe things may be
granted to Jews and Pagans, {urely the
condition of any Chriftians ought not to
be worfe than theirs in a Chriftian com-
monwealth.

You will fay, perhaps, yes, it ought
to be « becaufe they are more inclinable
to fattions, tumults, and civil wars. I
an{wer : Is this the fault of the Chriftian
religion? It it be {o, truly the Chriftian
religion is the worft of all religions, and
ought neither to be embraced by any
particular perfon, nor tolerated by any
commonwealth. I'or if this be the ge-
nius, this the nature of the Chriftian re-
higion, to be turbulent, and deftruétive
to the civil peace, that church itfclf
which the magiftrate indulges, will not
atways be innocent.  But far be it from
us to fay any {uch thing of that rcligion,

I3
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which carries the greateft oppolition to
covetoufnefs, ambition, difcord, conten-
t10n, and all manner of inordinate de-

fircs 5 and 15 the moft modett and peace-

o

able relicion that ever was. muit
5 .

therciere {uek another caule of thofe
evils that are charged upen religion.
And if we confider night, we fuall find
1t to confift whelly in the {ubjelt that
{ am treating of. It 1s not the diverflity
of opintons, which cannot be avoided,
but the refufal of toleration to thofe that
arc of different opintons, which miglht
have: been granted, that has produced
all {he bu(llt_q aixd wars, that have been
in the Chriflien world, upon account of

re“cmn 1 he heads 'md leaders of the

chu*cn, moved by avarice and infatiable
defire of dominion, making ufe of the

immoderate ambition of magiftrates, and

the credulous {uperftition of the giddy

multitude, have incenfed and animated

them agamn{t thofe that diffent from
; o
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themfelves ; by preaching unto them,
contrary to the laws of the Gofpel, and
to the precepts of charity, that fchif-
matics and heretics are to be outed of
their pofleffions, and deftroyed. And
thus have they mixed together, and
confounded two things, that are in
themf{elves moft different, the church
and the commonwealth. Now as it is
very difficult for men patiently to {uffer
themfelves to be fiript of the goods,
which they have got by their honeft in-
duftry ; and contrary to all the laws of
equity, both human and divine, to be
delivered up for a prey to other mens
violence and rapine ; efpecially when .
they are otherwife altogether blamelefs ;
and that the occafion for which they are
thus trcated, does not at ail belong to
the jurifdiction of the magifirate, but
intirely to the confcience of every par-
ticular man; for the condu&t of which

he 15 accountable to God only; what
' 14



120 A LETTER

elie can be expeflad, but that thefe
men, growing weary of the evils under
which they labour, fhould in the end
think 1t lawful for them to refift force

with force, and to defend their natural

rights, which are not foricitable upon
account of rehgion, with arms as well
25 tney can? That tins has been hitherto
ihe ordinary courfe of things, is abun-
dantly evident 1 hiftory: and that it

vill centinue to be {o hereafter, is but
teo app:‘:rent 1n reafon. It cannot in-
deed be otherwife, {o leng as the prin-
ciple of perfecution for religion fhall
prevall, as it has done hitherto, with
magiftrate and people ; and {o long as
thofe that ought to be the preachers of
peace and concord, fhall continue, with
all their art and ftrength, to excite men
to arms, and {ound the trumpet cf war.
But that magiftrates fhould thus fuffer
thefe mcendiaries, and difturbers of the

puol:c peace, might jufily be wondered
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at, if 1t did not appear that they have
been mvited by them unto a partici-
pation of the {poil, and have therefore
thought fit to make ufe of their cove-

toufnefs and pride, as means whereby
to encreafe their own power, IFor who
does not f{ee that fhefe good men are
mndeed mere minifters of the govern-
ment, than minifters of the Golpel ; and
that by flattering the ambition, and fa-
vouring the dominion of princes and
men in authority, they endeavour with
all their might to promote that tyranny
i the commonwealih, which otherwife
they thould not be able to eftablifh 1n
the church? This 1s the unhappy agree-
ment that we fce between the church
and ftate. Whereas if each of them
would containitfelf withinitsownbounds,
the onc attending to the worldly welfare
of the commonwealth, the other to the
falvation of fouls, it 1s impoffible that
any difcord thould ever have happened
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between them. Sed pudet haec oppro-
bria, etc. God Aimightly grant, 1 be-
feech him, that the Gofpel of peace may
at length be preached, and that civil
magiitrates, growing more careful to
conform their own confciences to the
law of God, and lefs {olicitous about the
binding of, other mens confciences by
humean laws, may, like fathers of their
country, airedt all their counlels and en-
deavours o promote univerfally the civil
welfare of all their children ; except
only cof {uch as are arrogant, ungovern-
able, and injurious to thcn brethren ;
anda that alt ccclefiafiical men, who bO%ﬂ.‘
themicives to be the {ucceffors of the
Apoftles, walking peaccably and modefi-
lyin the Apoftles fteps, without intermed-
dling with {tate-affairs, may apply them-

{elves wholly to promote the falvation of
{fouls. Yarewel.



CONCERNING TOLERATION. 125

Perhaps it may not be amifs to add a
few things concerning herefy and fchifm.
A Turl 1s not, nor can be either heretic
or {chifmatic, to a Chriflian: and if
any man fall off from the Chrifilan faith
to Mahumetifm, he does not therefore
become a heretic or {chifmatic, but an
apoftate and an 1afidel. This nobody
doubts of. And by this 1t appears that
men of different religions cannot be
heretics or {chifmatics to one another.

We are to enquire therefore, what
men are of the fame religion. Con-
cerniny which, 1t 1s manifeft that thofe
who have one and the {fame rule of faith
and worfhip, are of the faine religion :
and thofe who have not the f{ame

rele of faith and worthip, are of

diferent reiigions.  For fince all things
that belong unto that religion are con-
tatned 1 that ruale, it fo'lows necef-
farilly, that thofc who niree in one
ruie are of one and the {uae rcligion:
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and vice verfa. Thus Turks and Chrif-
tians are of different religions: becaufe
thefe take the Holy «Suzg?‘ww to be the
rule of their religion, and thofe the
Koran. And tor the {fame reafon, there
may be different religions alfo even
amongft Chriftians. I...,., Papifis and
the Lz therans, though both of them
profefs faith mn Chnft, and are therefore
called Chniftians, yet are not both of the
fame reiigion: pbecaule thefe acknow-
ledge nothing but the Iloly Scriptures
to be the rule and foundation of their
religion 3 thele take 1 aifo traditions
and the decrees of popes, and of all
thefe tezether make the rule of their
eligion.  And thus the -Chiiflians of
wt. John, as they are calied, and the
Chriftians of Geneva are of different
rclin'ions becaufe thefe alfo take only
the Scupmn_s s and thofe, I know not
what traditions, for the rule of their

rels gion.
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This being fettled, it follows; Firf,
That herefic 1s a {eparation made in
 ecclefiaftical communion between men
of the fame religion, for fome opinions
no way contained in the rule itfelf.
And Secondly, That amongft thofe who

acknowledge nothing but the Holy
Scriptures to be the rule of faith, herefie
is a feparation made in their Chniftian
communion, for opinions not contained
in the exprefs words of Scripture.

Now this feparation may be made in
a twofold manner. .
. Firffi. When the greater part, or, by
the magiftrate’s patronage, the ftronger
part of the church {eparates itfelf from
others, by exciuding them out of her
communion, becaufe they will not pro-
fefs their belief of certain opintons which
are not to be found in the expre{s words
of Scripture.  Tor it is not the paucity
of thofe that are {eparated, nor the au-
thority of the magiftrate, that can make
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any man guilty of herefie. But he only
Is an heretic who divides the church
into parts, Introduces names and marks
of diftintion, and voluntarily makes a
feparation becaufe of {uch opinions.

Secondly. When any one feparates

himf{elf from the communion of a church,
becaufe that church does not publicly

profefs fome certain opinions which the
Holy Scriptures do not exprefsly teach.
Both thefe are heretics, becaufe they

err in fundamentals, and they err obfli-
nately agamnft knowledse. Yor when
they have determined the Holy Scrip-
tures to be the only foundation of faith,
they neverthelefs lay down certain pro-
pofitions as fundamental, which are not
in the Scripture; and becaufe others
will not acknowledge thefe additional

opinions of theirs, nor build upon them
as if they were neceffary and funda-

mental, they therefore make a fepa-
ration in the church; either by with-
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drawing themfelves from the others,
or expelling the others from them. Nor
does it fignify any thing for them to fay
that thelr confeflions and f{ymbols are
agreeable to Scripture, and to the ana-
logy of faith. For if they be conceived
in the exprefs words of Scripture, there
can be no queftion about them; becaufe
thofe are acknowledged by all Chriftians
to be of divine infpiration, and there-
fore fundamental. But if they f{ay that
the articles which they require to be
profefled, are confequences deduced
from the Scripture; it 1s undoubtedly
well done of them to believe and profefs
{uch things as feem unto them f{o agree-
able to the rule of faith: but it would
be very 1ll done to obtrude thofe things
upon others, unto whom they do not
feem to be the indubitable doétrines of -
the Scripture.  And to make a {epa-
ration for {uch things as thefe, which
netther are nor camn be fundamental, is
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to become heretics. For I do not think
there is any man arrived to that degree
of madnefls as that he dare give out
his confequences and interpretations of
Scripture as divine infpirations, and com-
pare the articles of faith that he has
framed according to his own fancy with
the authority of the Scripture. I know
there are {ome propofitions fo evidently
" agreeable to Scripture, that nobody can
deny them to be drawn from thence:
but about thofe therefore there can be
no difference. Lhis only I fay, that
however clearly we may think this or
the other doétrine to be deduced from
Scripture, we ought not therefore to
- impofe it upon others, as a neceflary
article of faith, becaule we believe it
to be agrecable to the rule of faith;
unlefs we would be content alfo that
other do&rmes fhould be 1mpofed upon
‘us. in the fame manner; and that we
:' ﬂl‘qp},_d“pgﬂggmppll‘eq to recetve and pro-
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fefs all the different and contradiftory
opinions of Lutherans, Calvinifls, Re-
monfirants, Anabaptifis, and other {céts,
which the contrivers of {fymbols, {yltems,
and confeflions, are accuftomed to de-
Jiver unto their followers as genuine

and neceffary deductions from the Holy
Scripture. 1 cannot but wonder at the
extravagant arrogance of thofe men who
think that they themfelves can explain
things neceflary to falvation more clearly
than the IHoly Ghoft, the eternal and
infinite wifdom of God.

Thus much concerning fercfie; which
word 1n common ufe 1s applied only to
the doctrinal part of religion. Let us
now confider /chifin, which is a crime
near a-kin to it. Ior both thofe words
{fcem unto me to fignify an /l-grounded
feparation i eccleficfical cominunion,
made aboul tungs not neceyary. But
{ince ufe, which is the {upreme law n
natter of language, has deterinined that

K
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heretic relates to errors In faith, and
Ichifm to thofe i worfhip or difci-
pline, we muft confider them under that
diﬁin&ion

Se’ 7 then, for the {fame reafons that
have allcolv been alledged, 1s nothing
elfe but a fepuration made 1n the com-
municn of ihe church, upon account of

fomething 1n divine worfhip, or ecgle-
~faftical dif fcinline, that 1s not any necef-
{fary part of it. Now nothing n wor-
thip or difcintine can be neceffary to
Chiiftian communion, but what Chrift
our jemiiator, or the Apoftles, by mfpi-
ration of the Tioly Opirit, have com-
manded i exprels words,

1 a woerd @ he that deniecs not any
thing that the Holy Scriptures teach in
exprels words, nor makes a feparation
upon occalion of awny thing that 1s not
maniiefliy contained in the {acred text;
however he may be nick-named by any
fecl i Chriftians, and deelared by fome,
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or all of them, to be utterly void of true
Chriftianitv ; vet in deed and 1n truth
this man cannot be either a heretic or
{chifmatic.

Thefe things might have been ex-
nlained more largelv and more advan-
tageoully ; but it 1s enough to have
hinted at them, thus briefly, to a perfon
of your parts.

THE END.
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