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ADVERTISEMENT.
T HE Reader will find many typographical  Errors in  the

enfuing Preface, which were not amended purfuant to the
Author's Corrcétions of the Prefs :---For which, the Neceffity to
which he was reduced, by the Arts and Influence of bis Adverfaries,
by applying to the moft inartificial of the Occupation, will, he
bopes, be a fufficient Atonement, I. R,
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"'THE PREFACE.

ONSCIOUS cf ibe mott difinterelted views, and animated with the laudable motive
of ferving bis counmtry, a Whiter unacquainted with the ingratitude of mankind, would
bave fatered hinfelf that st leatt his defign, however urikillfully eyecamed, would

. have gret with uriverfal applavfe. Eot vain and delofive are all fudh._expefations.
Iiflexibly sttached to their idol ofiriors, the vulgar are alarm'd at the remoteft attempt
to expofe their «h'merical Netiors; s16 whelly twsyed by an inordirate confidence in their
leacers are injatient of cc@iires, Lefrierdly to their repofe and diffipating their golden
vifions,  Krowledge, "iis true, bas chkarms divine, and unipeakably amiable. But from the
creary vale of ignorarce, 10 the fummit of witdcm, rugged, tedious and intricate is the paffage.
+To thofe why are wert to tzke things upon wuft, thought and reflexion are psinful and
liboricus. ] he bare apprebesficn of beirg found in the wrong, continues the Lethargy, and
that perpetuates the error. Ct this ] was not inferfible, when I undertook thefe aueckly
rcfeéiions; and therefore the popular combufiion at my endeavours to roufe them from their
ftupidity, was to me no difappritment, , .

The bulk of mankird hath, moreover, been taught to revere the moft fuperftitions trumpery,

as matters of erernai momeat ; and to fubfitute a number of idle fantaftic ceremonies, in the
room cf fubflantial virtue, and the immutable duties of morality. T hofe corporeal sad
m chanical opera ions, having in procels of time, acquired the reputation of religion, whoever
peints his pen agaiolt the former, is fuppofed to aim at extirpating the later. This vulgar
error it ever ercouraged and riveted, by crafty and ambitious Ecclefisftics ; who ufing the
werds Clergy and Religion, 38 terms {ynonimous, pever fail to raife a clamour againft the man,
ko prefumes to deie@ the fallacy, or dilclofe their iniquities.  Impious and facrilegious
s'wczth. who with unhallowed hands tavithes from the devout believer, his principal confo'a-
tion and {upport ! What an hottile direption of his favourite idol ! How unwelcome the
pews, thatall his hopes are delufive, and the bafis of his joy s bubble! How difgoftful the
informatica, thatthe Deity infifls on having the heart ; and is more delighted with the obler-
varce of ore precept, than the celebration of twenty feflivals!| Whoever theretore hopes
to ccmbat vulgar ofinicrs without feme degree of vulgar uproar, might as well exped to
bnd devotion in an aheift, or a whole Corporation without a fingle fycophant,

The prejudices of education are pext to infuperable ; and a cuftom once prevalent, is feldom
exenuined or difcarded.  To the gerenlity of mankind, we may spply the obfervation of
Sexvus Fureenicus, Thes followw 1le ufual wyays of life avitheut thenght or refedtion: The
preateft alfurdities requite by lergth of time a veperable deference ; ard the moft ridice-
lovs cuflems sfitme the femblance of natural reafon. °Tir manifeft, fays Acatnias, thas
v batener lewv cr inflitwtien Leth obtained thro' a long cevrle of time, the people will cortainly
coyit wp fer mefl excrllnt crd cguitclie 5 ard if ey thing be attempted contravy 2o it, this
tray rifel as vidiowhas, cndiamcorthy of all credit ond allowance. Nor lefs juft is the remark
of Funiripss, 1hat the treditions aukich e received Jrem our parents, evd abich ore growm
vp wwith us, wo reafin ccw confate, 1o frorgth of wifeizi- caer-rale,  1et bots Norfe ors
rrief implant the feeds of fuperfiticn in a tender mind, and 'tis preat cdds, bnt they eake
roct beyerd the power of the wifeft Philofopher to eradicate. “Tis in reality fo common for
men, inured (o sn opinion frem their infarcy, to retain it to their dying hoor withoot sny
exsmination 3 that 10 find a perion of an ingenvous temycr, and open to conviflion, ir one of
the preatelt rarities in the wor'd. On the experience of this troth, was founded that exce'lent
remark of TuLLy, Scwe perfins fays he, are tied and refircined 1o their motiens, Fefore they
ave capeble of judging wbat i bifi 3 end ofteravcrds in the weohefl part of their age, cither
folleaving the ofiniens of foms friemds or coptivated with the Jpruch of the firfi mafier they baws
beard, l!t) 8i%e their werdiBs on points wkich thcy do wat in the lteft wraerfiand, and being
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toit as if they were lm}g:’rzg a Rack to fave their tives, The fatle Hiofritds ?ﬁ“ﬂi& '
adds a little after, 7 $bay Mot bowv it vomes to pafi that moff men bad rather continue in an

error, and quarrel WA fibh in'efence of @k ofidion hvbich they bate once imbrac'd, than to
examine withowt obfinacy or partiality, wbat is delivered with argument on all fidu, Cie

P Quelt: Eas. 1V, Ch. IHL o
{hat the elevation of théir rirk, rectffirily fabjets

Swtu # the cafe with di)nified perfons,
ttiem to publick obfervation and remark. Befidés the envy naturaltb mankidd, Which induccs
tem to wateh their foperiors with &n eye of cenfure, the lhtkret Wwhich every indivi:

&l b i the conduc of men in office, engages the whole comitiddlity to furvey their adtions
With the moft jealous ferotins, Thus the exalied criminnl, even (ho* his perfon be fecured
frovh.she (Rt revenpe ‘of an iijared people, muft unavoidably fedl that tremorfe to which
cvery minny who bas the lealt fenfe of honour, ir éxpofed, ftoi & confideration of his
beind obroxlous to public anihadverfion, ds well as public abhorrence. Nor is cven the
horight g nitary- exempt from the rholt bdious imputations in the exertife of his office,
While re ds fukiect to the prejudicts of his cbiefvers, or his own unadvoidsble tmpertections,
ke moft i a great meafore ( Lating the upbraidings of tonfciente ) thare the fame fate with
the Willebu in Attberity, For as ecvy on the one hand, is alwhys féady to charge him wiih
imaginary faults, fo cn the other, his moft inevitable laplés are, thro® the neceffities of fociety,
toe often convered into imputable tranfgreflions. Whance both the ore and the other, muft
‘naturally tremble at the appearance of a writer, indepéad:nt in his fpirit and free in his
difquifitions. And to this caufe may be alcribed the difcenntenincé, my papers have met with
from fome perfons of emincnce.

_FAR frem inconfiderable is the nun.ber of thofe, whole irfluence is founded on the Rtapidity
of iheir admirers. The duration of theit importance like it's coriméncertent demands implicie
faith, and ready acquiefcence. To think forone’s %!l, is Hrikidg at the root of their fuperiority ;3
and endangering a dominion, acquired by imperidus difa:¢ and aniverfal fubmiffion. The object
theréfore of furious malediQtion be the infolent suthor, whofe writings tend to abridge their
authority, by promoting liberty of thought, and sn uncoritrated enquiry.

. BUT not with®anding, my weil meant labours kave, by the rage of patty, - been moft tyran.
nically fupprefled, ard even my owi Piitér, both déiérred ahd allured from poblithing
ynpalatable traths, [ doubt not that wheh thé Rorms of political rage are overblown, and the
{mit of bigots fubfided, the following Mheéts iiil dppear & fichument; of my fupreme affetion for
my country.

THE trcazmbh'il liavé met whh frafm, iy Printer, is fo fingular as was perhaps never
&iiﬁ-ichq‘é by any aithor whatever. That thé reatler may judge for hirafelf, I thall relate the
Hater withi the dtrnoft plaintls and fimiphitity : Abobe twa Months beforé he dropt the Ruffecior,
! eard it eonSdently aﬁ'é&cd by fdme gentlechéh df figare, that the poper would rot continue
ttjond the yeéae, and &i they ot {he farhe tilhe owned they thcoght the author capable of
Profeedeig it for aby tine, 1 fclpefied thelt irtettions of uf~g foul play with his Printer,
U pbh thid 1 applyéd to Parbir, ahid deqodinted him with whie [ bad hedrd : He ceclared there
Wai 1 foundation fromd dHp thifig He hadl ever (aid, for fack an infinuation or ty apprehenfions;
dnd Promiied to prdcetd fo tHE Phblicatian, st lealt till the fie day of Fure nexc, I replyed
What in bife 1t proved préjiitithl ¥ Hind, 1 fould not infiR on his printing it after that time ; and
In €aft k¢ Mool foain dny codfidctable difadvaritage by continuing it, I was willing he fhould
aehit f36her, provided HE fared mé timely notice; that I migh: prépare for the conclafion. For
this bi& fave e his wofd. Upon Ehimining the proof of the laft Refector I found at the end of
it, i ddvéreiféifient of thé Printir'), Bighifying thiat the prper had now been carried on for o
yeak, dhd that if iy of tRE futfcriiers were inclined to prolong their fubfcriptions, they mutt
Py off chele dévedrd W8 futiftribe dhew ;. A¢ mo fubfefiber had engaged for any determinae
petiod of tine, {hls Ablifalefi Abindd only eslcuMted to remind thofe, who had threatned to
Withothw chdti fabfeFIPriond o (hd énd of the year , thrt now war their time. I therefore obli.
teritdd the avertilecithi, 408 b Phpét appestéd withow R. Notwithtanding which I way
repeatedly told chdt thé Boy WHD éhfritd abdut the RefeBlor; had demmded the fublcription
money, declaring they were to expet no more. On the Monday following I called wpon the
Printer, and expoftulated on his ungenerous coddul: At firk be denied, but afterwards ac.
knowledged his promife ; and that he had been threatned with the lofsef the public bufinefs if
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i ’ fe for his afionithing ded
he coarinned the publication of my pipers. Tho thih was no excufe fi
portment, it ﬁnw:d that fcme of tkofe who oojbt to be the gusrdidds of odr llbwym. wete ready
to becorbe the aathors of cur vaffalage, kel ever ¢ fpin of frébdom interféred with tbeir polls
tiek. -But the Prister’sueghed of giving mié rotice, sémks of to peble pallisticn elpecially
as he hdd been refolved to difccntirue the printibg of the Refidicr, at leaft a.momb belore he

i"g'gcﬁmgﬁgbm and irdire@ praflices i6 fopprels the traih  and pravent snimadverfion,

y omen of the declenfion of our public fpirit, and & mofl fiagitious enctonch-
;'r:n:;ul‘;:d;g“ of s people, boalfing of rheir 'liberlies, ard exulm'»g in l:h'. privilege of
sppealing to the public.  In fhert to fh‘ch a latiicde ha\fe they m;ud t f:rbco;iummtxc
effrontery, ihat, with a litle variation, 1 may adopt the memcrable accoumt S'i“‘“ Y 1acirus
of the peflilent tyrants of his time,  * Mighty furely was the «emm, whxc‘h we gave qf our
“ patience ; ard a5 our Fcre-fathess had tebeld thé urmoft conft mmation of liberty, fo did w:
“ the beginnings of bondage, firce thro' the dresd of bamfu! uqugﬁton. we were :crelf‘;‘ [
“the common privilege of pubiilhing our fentiments, Nay, with our nueurce,{ 'wc "ad c;
* wife loft cur memory, bad it teen équally in our power to Icrget,. s (o be xccn;'- . Q‘:ﬁ
(a) altimum in libertcte fet, ita nos quid in fervitate, adnfoﬂo pr ugugﬁn?:m, oguu'
audiendigue commercio, mriiriam quogue iffam com wece perdidiffimus, fi tam in nofira poreflaty
efit ollin:ifes acere, ' , s :
Je o haj:: aj,;::’;; ‘prcitﬁ'f d a religion, corfifling folely in the pute and un adulterated reve,
lation of JFefws, 1 give my felf no concerd at the rage and refentment of thofe, Wh:d? reach
for ex81ines, 1he commareinnts of men. It apéifon cannot be s ‘yrxﬂ_{m m'thotln ieviog,
what the great author of chriflianity rever theoght proper to make a pirt of it, Iam content
to live withouq the charaller, chofing rather, with a fet‘ of found .prmcxyles a?d.a goed dhcam (7]
Pals almoit for any thirg, in the opinion &f obr ~dewnright Pmﬂs i})d their mﬂayed evotees,
Whence it ir, that as on thé oue hand, the fietceft rancor of defigning Ecclefisflics, and ob-
Binaze Bigots could nevér rufe iny temfer, or ditard my l"Pfer.i fo on fh¢ other hand, [
teaped an inward fatisfé&iidh, from their moR zedlcas declamations, their moft ardent ax_xd
tremendous andthemas ; infomuch ihat theif eurfes might fruly be faid to be converted irto
bieflings. [ wis convinced thit the érake con'd not but be fenfible of the truths contained in
my reflexions, as they were eénforced by reafens fefficiently cogént: Nor tpon any other
priv.ciples, could I account for all ibeir fenfelels roife #nd incoherent cant, For the prejodices
of mirkind are fo prcvalent dnd foreive in fiviut of the Clergy, 1s alone to be proof agdinft
the weight of common argoment: And therBfore when the cl6th declares open war apgink
an author, it genesal'y argues fcmething exePent, or, as they wou'd term i, extreamly dan-
gerous in lis wintings,  For this particolar, I might pethaps te charged with felf applavfe,
bad I not always contented my felt with being known by no othér name, than that of the
Refedter. But even were that the cafe, no man is o perfe®t ds fo be abfolutely fee from
imperfe&lion, | have beyord difpute my prejudices, as well as other men, and pérhips féme
of them relate to my felf a3 an author, and the clerpy : But if I i\'ave, they are of chéir own
raifing.  Befides, the more I Over-rate my own judgment, the more I refemble themfelves,
who 1o ufe the Apoftles words are, ¢ prefumptoous, felf willed, and fpeaking of things that
* thé} éndeifland not. 2, Py, o,

RESPECTING my Pepers on the <uniable tiife, which it ferims have pivn mom odmed,
they efablifh (he following immutable and eternal truths. That tho' the arder fe af divire o
inflitution, and therelore to be preatly revired s manv of it's mert bérd ard 1Ré o aBardoned
of the fpecies, and thereforé fo ke coually cthorréd. Thae reverencing thé fiinélion, ds filotary
to religion, and the civil interefls nf cem munities, we fhonld iiold in foptéthe indighation, évery
ecclefistheal Hypocrite, who Penedth the cdtward habiliménts éf farelied, ebrcesls i Fesit,
bafe, depraved and conupted. That the beft of the cloth, are like the ref of men, wesk
and falliblé ; and that hence wéare urder the moft indefperfible oblipatiors, while the Al
mighty vouchfafes us reafcy ard fcripure, 1o preferr thofe lumirons dire@ops to the harg
verbum facerdatis, that contradi@ls beth, and bids defiance to commai fnfe, Thatit ill Fefirg

: ‘  thofe
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thofe fanguinary and implacable difputants, who could never yet agree among themfelves, to

ufume dogmatical diftatorial airs, and exa an implicit belief of pofitions, - alike repugnant
to reafon and revelation, That an inordinate veneration for Priefs as fuch, and exclufive of

intrinfic merit, is baneful to vital piety, as tending to make the vulgar confider s.blind
devotion to the Clergy, as effential to, or at leatt a confiderable part, of chriftianity : And that
the plain snd amisble religion of Chrift, hath by the voluminous rubbith, and pious villainy
of eccleflattics been fo mangle'd, ditfigured rnd contsminated, thatit is at prefent no where
to be found pure and genuine, fave only in the volume ot infpirationic felf. That there of
‘confoquence, it is to be fludied with the mot awful reverence, for the fublimity of it's doc-
trines, the lowliet adoration to our beneficent Cre ator for that ineffable gifr, and the keeuet
abhorrence of the faid villainy and rubim, that are preiended to be founded upon it, tho'
evidently {ubverfive of, and more deragatory to, it's native excellence, then atheilm itfelf.
ONE paper in particular on the fubje@ of religion, adminiflred to intemperate bigots extreme
diflike, It was entitled, ** primitive chritianity (hort and intelligible ; modern chriftianity
“ \oluminous and incomprehenfible." This was prepoficroufly conflrued as a latent attempt :o
diferedic religion itfelf, by infinvating it to be the bare artifice of pricits, ard a confufed jumble
of difcordant and contradiQious principles, What fome are pleafed to call by the vencrable name
of religion, was, I confefs intended to be thereby difgrac'd ard ridicvled. My defign was te
figmatize all religious lyftems compofed by devout knaves, ard inpioufly pretended to be revea'ed
by the (upreme wifdom, and contained in bis facred word. It was to fiew the folly and wicked.
nels, of conﬁding. with refpe& to fo momentous an affair as religion, in a pack of confecrated
impoftors, who have divided chriltians into numberlefs feQs and parties; and to maintain their
abfurd and fantattic, their horrible, and fuperRitious, their unfcriptaral and diabalical fyftems, have
deluged the world with blooc “nd flaughter. It was more particularly intended to diifuade
men, from an inordinate devo: any religious hypothefis framed by the paflion, the ixnorante
or craft of Monks and Vifiona. s, while they have an opportunity of confulting the Bible it felf,
and the promife of the holy fpirit 20 lead them inte all truth, My reafon for enumersting o many
of the divifinns, into which chritendom hath been unhappily multiplved, is therein explicitely.
declared as defigned, ¢ to teach us to be lefs attached to any party, and to feek for true religion
¢ where alone it is to be found, in the pure and genvire oracles of truth and infpiration.” And
that there is but too great a neceflity for recommending the falutary truths contained in that paper,
and efpecially at the conclufion, will appear by the following colleQions from fome of the mo
eminent writers among the clergy, the majority of whom, had they lived in popith countries,
ohe would not have fcrupled to pronounce arrant Papitls.

DoweLy declares (a) that the rules of the heathen for interpreting their divinations, are the
proper means for underftanding the prophecies, which would have been for the moft part unin.
telligible without them,

THAT (b) 3t. Pas/ borrowed his notions of predettination from the Pbarifees, and they from
the Stoies,

THAT (c) under the old teftament, they made ufe of - .ac among other bodily helpy, to
obtain the prophetic fpirit.

THAT (d) the Patriarchs, Prophets, Apoftles and Martyrs, and even the blefled Virgiy
berfelf, are now in flavery to the devil, and may be relieved by the prayers of the living from
their difquietudes,

THAT (e) God is as it were the pupil of the clergy.

THAT (f) the principal end of the inftitution of the Lord's Supper is the prefervation of the
Prieft's authoritv ; and that the reception of the elements, is no otherwife nec:flary to the

remiffion of fin, than as it obliges us to depend upon the confent of the priet, who alone can
give

(8 Dowell's 24, letrer about going into orders,

(%) Proloa, ad Stern p. 147.

(c) Da Jure laic. /acerd, p. 359

(d) Ppiftolary difcourss p. 2¢7. 248,

(¢) In bir windication of the difence of the degrined Bifbops, e&. 34.
() Premonition to the spifialary difeonrfs.

¢
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gve m the clments, and who alons con oblige God to uify in Heasven what is tranfallied
b7 hem on anh.
Rauvas welstaine thet (g) the divinity of the fcripture can be proved by ihe teflin.c ny of
lying fpisin. For the lepiics aze not 1o be convinc'd of religion upon fpecuiaune jinapien
bet whea & pioof s bicught frcre the confefion of lying Ipirits, sbis gands them.

Laaay bolopision, that (b) & conwadi@ion is the beit proof of s divine teveiation, «c-ea

For it it be not a revelation, it mult be an invention of fomeone or othery but it & b a
«oniradufion, it could ot Le an inveaticn, fis who would invent a contradittion ?

Dr. Sacuzvansiy, (bro' whole fides the Chuich was fo forely wourded) affams (i) thae
every one who wifhes well to the Chuxh, ought to hang out the bloody flag and banusr
of defiance, agaisft the Diffenten, .

‘That (k) we may retain blefled advocates in Heaven, to plead in our defence.

Thm (1) & Bifbop ooght to bs bonoused & God.

That () e Diffenters are hardened in their fins, beyond the power of grace and
repertance, o

Ttas (n) the low cherch-men are trimming villains, who are not, and by their principles
are cbliged not to be, Cbriftians. ,

Hecus afferts that (0) the feriptores are fo contrived by the will of Gop, that they
fhould afford occafions for herefies,

‘That the church ot Reme (p) is not only a_tree church ; but that it has glaring advantages,
which ather  churches want.

That (q) prichs havea power not osly to judge when we are clean; but to put away
cur uncleanaets 3 83 lords forgive debts of momey, fo they forgive debus of fin.

‘That () Gob was plesied artificially 1o conceal many thingsin the prophetical writings,
leatt Satan coming ta the knowledge of them, thould endeavour to prevént or obfiru& the
fulfiliog of them, or cnervaie the certainty or demonfiration of them, after thcy were
fultilled.

That the prielt isan advacate, mediator, negotiator, reprefentative, vicegerent, mandatery "

- interpeliant between Goo ard man, ia their fpiritual addrefles te, and negotiations one with
wnotber; and that he flands aod alls as mediator between both parties, s it were in the
widdle lincol converfation, and in the very centre of communication between them,

Ur. Soura {ays, that (f) Goo feemed to bave efpoufed to himfelf the Feus, 8 crof, odd,
vntoward fort of people, upon the very fame account that SocaaTes cfpoofed Xauriree,
only for her extiewe ill conditions, aboveall be could poffibly find, or pick out ofher fex. !

That (1) the Bible is a myfleriows, extraordinary, and of late, much fludied book ; and
which perhaps, the more it is Rudicd, the lefsit is underflogd, as generally finding s man’
cracked, or making him fo.

That (u) the incarnation is as it were to cancel the effential diflance of things, ¢ :
the bounds of nature, to bring heaven and earth, and which is more, both }::‘:s of“: :o:::
m«x&hﬂ Were it not 10 be adored as a myflery, it would be exploded as L}
' Nrx

B
L
(8) Repves didication 1o bis, apel the antient Fathers,
(h) Socinian contromerfy li/i'u,;i’l., .gn:.lf l.' ;* ';r e
((i‘z P;_Iidc;l Unios, p. 3‘3.
?))) '{’: Mc‘nmb:t Oxford, Fane, 1703, p. 14.
m) Rights of the Charch of England, i '
(n) Clsuanf o a h:’u‘ Lf{wc;‘;ln. ;:. ‘zbl‘ . Remarks, p m.
(0) Apol. Vind. of the Church of Bugland, p, 67.
(P) Preface to refirmed Divvations,
%q,) 3!0; Tgﬂ;ﬁ;‘. p. 118. 100,
r . Vind of the Church . 6. :
(f) So,t.uh’l Sermens, ’Vol..:‘. pfsgsfl"d P 62 -
() Sermens, Vol. 24, p. 467, .
{0) South's Sermems, Vol. d, p. 370.
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Nra, maintsins that (w) Gobo, who judges wshat is good and bet anerringly, does mat
slways chofe the befl.

It is afferted by Dr. Swaootiv, that {y) every title of the litorgy of the Church of
Eogland, was penned by the diflate of the Mo/y'C:9; ard thet he fhovkd think himfel

sccorfed, if be was not ab'e to maintain it,
ithop Baveripcs, is of opinion that, (2) that is moft trae of Gop, which feems the

- moft impoflible 10 us. .
That (a) he belicves the dolirine of original fin, becaufe he maoft of necoefity believe iz,

wheiber he will or no, for if he! could not Lelieve it, ke fhould have the more caufe 1o

believe it.
Spamrrow, conceires that (b) heaven i:lelf waits the {entence from the prisd’s mouth, and

Goo himlelf follows the judgment of bis fervanr, the prictt.
Bittop Wosack, (¢ declares th. " *he Leids a:dConinors, bave asmuch flare in makieg
laws, as a beggar hasia his alme. ard ’
Corrign aflirms that (d) every priett is cne of the poinctyal mirilters in Gou's kirgdea,
to prefide in his we hip, publifh his laws, pafs his pardors, aad seprefent his perton.
Accorpixe ta the opinica of fome Priolcyher:, bisn hes 10 ianate ideas ; but bhis foul is
a meer Talula rafa, fulceptible of any impreficns:  Ard irdeed  wha: horrille charadters
have not been flamped on this Tubula rass ! Ovr rurls, avike fame time, imprels cur sinds
with the greatet horror, for Raw-leed amd Ll ty Foros; 0 dthe moft 2wlul sefpett tor kis
Reverence. Nor are the figrawresof citker, crakd withe st o3 fideralle difficaley.  ltrcguires
the exertion of oar reafon, to be convirced, that the exiftace cf.the goblinis crly imagirary ;
and the ex'raordinary fanCiity of the fparfen, for the mok pare, 25 fQitiovs. Petreafdnteiiy
racher a faculty, which mankind have a power of empinying. than a quality which sl ‘men
aQually exert, the Priift ard the Fantom, lee) poleffion of mo% minds, to the end of tie
chapter. Nor is the delufion, wholly owirz to a txal iralivicy of the taziomal powwers. For,
when the urnderRanding bejins to expand, it is again milzuided by afreh train of levitictl
juggles. Ourvew -blown reafor, is tauzght to fee invifible qualities, and to 1czd a campifiion
tbat hath ro exiftence. The parfon is {2nt 35 the plenipotentiary of keaven ; and the Deiry
is only to be propitiated, by humouring his AmbyTador.  Thisis 1aore or lefs the devout frasd,
of the Bcclefialtics of ail rations; rer ought the pious Mr Hicks, to arrogate to bimfelt,
the bonour of the iavention ; tist ¢ the prict is an advecate, mediator, intcrpreter, &c.”
Itis a picce of divinity, that was knowa to all the prieils oa the glabe, lonf enaugh before
he was accoutred in his fpiritual crape. Nay, it is rot cven a~ imprev nent upou a3 old
;nvention ; bat vaflly inferior to what their pagan Reveremees, taughe their fiocke, concesning
the man of Gop, fome centuries ago. His predeceflors of Pegu, were much beiter advocates
for the Church. Tkere, inftead of wegociater, &c. the prieflt is preater than his d i'y- Whea
the people enter the temple, they falute the preacher firfl, and then the fun. Echold how
this humble [ evi‘e, hath dagrided the facerdotal dignity ' .
Tug Phe~icims wars oblized to profiiiute their daughters to Jouwr, before they gve
them in marriage. Ta hnncor of their Idal Dorcetis, they abhined from  £f, which was
neverthelefs devoor'd by the prisfle, with 2 truly orthadox fomack. Owz mizht from this
infer, that the clergy were lefc devated tn DerceTis, in order to be more ardent i tkeir
homaze o Fiwus. 1 cannat howsever learn, that they fancied themfelves 227z, while they
gormardiz’d 01 fih. That feemsto he a plece of Theology of a more mndern contrivance.
) Tur emrira of Chine, ahunds with temples and monafteries, replenithed with a multitede
of idols, which their pricfls feed with the fmoak of their cookery, while them{clves gluttonize

on

(w\ Sehem of pracs and freewill, a wifitatiosSermze.
{v) Sermo=, D. 140,

(»+ Romeridges thoughts, p. §2.

[L)] hoes

>) Soomem of Abfelution p. 15

{r) Stoer cvey to alafling fettloment, p. 24

7d Colliers wiew of the immarality of tbe Stape.
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en the mext. Thelr clorgy exmcife foch high dominion over thelr gods, that in virtee of
theit diwing ¢ight, . they whip and ficg them, whenever they difappoint their cxpe@ations ) that
into fay, as ofien 20 bis Reverence s dete@¢d in a fib, by the haity. ButsmidR olf thele

religious trumpery, mv{ s:an may be of what {e& he pleafer, without the lealt focenvenience
from peoal  luwr ; which 1w mcre than can Le lsid for feme countris of greaior Lumanity,
and bewer breeding, |

In divers patts of the Eafl Indiss, they have s wooden Jdo/, which malt annually impregnate

the moft besutiful virgin, tn order 1o preferve uninierrupted, the fucceffion of the clergy.
Fer this juipofe, the demfol is conduéted into the ten.ple, which heing datkened, one
of the furilion, v agens, fadier axd wicogerise fct \he Yaged, performs the fpiriwal ge-
neration,

Trz pecple of Bengel, sre libaral of their hemage, in proportion to the deformity of the
Il Butin the priefs perquifite for cfliciating at tl.e maniage fervice, they out-match
all the Hicuans in Grect Britain, The ceremony is ferformed in fanding water, in which
the prich and the Lridal pair bold 8 cow with her calf by the tail, ard pour water upon
them : Then he ties the cloaths of the brice and bridegroum together, and walkivg round the

cow and calf, they are joired in the bands of Loly wedlock. But mark the epilogue of
the comedy 3 The gatlon has both the cow ard calf, for his fee!

Tut ishabitans of Befuagar are taught to cut their feh, and flab themfelves in honour
of their Jb/. Their method of paying their vows is, by fuffering the priefls to Jift them
up by both fhoulders, with fharp haoks, taftened to the yard of amat, ‘Thisceremony is
continued till the makt is difcolour’d with blood ; and then the worthipper being let dowm,
i re hoifled to thank the Jdo/, for bis moft gracious and merciful acceptancs ot his (acrifice,
I'ng Japanele, are told by their clergy, that theroare varicus Puraaifes, 10 which each
panticalar god carries his own worthiper.  So infatuated with this imagivary uappinefs, sre
the credalous laity, that mu'titudes drown themfelves j and others break iheir necks, by
precipitacing themfelves fran high towers, 10 which they are Qimulated by their fpiritual
ovaricers, to whom this haly fu:cide proves an immenfe treafure, ‘

In fuch high clleem sre the Bramons, or Bracbmans of Malubar, that his Majefty will
nct converfe with bis rew-muriied coufort, till ona of the chict Bramans, hath bad the firft
vight's lodging, Nor are his futjefs lels smbitious, of having the fame ceremony performed
vpon their brides, by fome holy fumbler of inferiour rank. &8urcly was this operation a part
of our modern fyllems, no [rime minifier need ever to be at a lofs for & flandirg srmy,

THO the clergy in thefe parts, are by no means chargeable with broaching fuch fhocking
impicties, yet the neceflity there was for a paper of fpirit, ard inculeatitg principles of literty
civil and religions, appeared in the moft g'aring colcurs, by the compofitions of my ancsgopifls,
For iv vain was it to ¢ljc&, again@ my hatdling the futjeéis 1 ufvally made choire of, that nepe
amongft vs maintained the poficions I con bated ; while the public papers defevded, or rather
Pretended to defend them, with reitersted fury, Nay, I muft own, that at my firft entr'ng en
my defign, I did not my fe!f imagine, we were fo over run with fuperfiitiva in religlon, snd
fervility in politice, us was aficswards manifefled by 11 e wretched performences of iny epponents,
I knew indecd that we abounded with biget, with rigid erd ircertipitle tigets, 1 was alfo
fenfble, that we had thole pitiful  an'ms's, who being themfelves irured to erinpirg ard
shulenient, imsgine the huinanrace crested for beafly ¢f burden 5 ard a few divirely romrm'flored,
to mcunt, to fpur, to wkip, ard gullop them, Lut *hat tkefe deluced crearurer, were either fo
pusierous, or fo in pudent, weuld ta me have appeared incredille. INot long Fowever hod X
e.ominucd ry rflexions, Lefere 1evrd themacvarcivg do@ritee, tlat weo'd Jive  poyy'sd
ff"hr or Portygal tovive)  Fer did 1arech encle slimdity of the mapifirate’s interfering
18 matters of religion ; and virdicate the unalinable rights of cenfeience s up Rarted frme furlous
papiltical bigot, preclaimirg the bondnge of our minds, and lavithing his praifes on perfecution,
and the receflity of enliptterirg 1he mind, by tormerting the tody, I'id I ridiev'e an Indifere.
mirste revererce for the clorgy, withcut a preper regsrd to perforal merity there infallitty
appeared a prief ridden feril bler, rearing for Fars divine, srd infifiirg on the infeye. cble helirefs
of every Hechherdin Flack, Way 1 ergaged in demo'iftings the Forrid srd impicns dedoriney
of paflive cbedience and ron-refifunce, the public was te'd thar warhird were besn with yobey
und festers § acd that the origins! equality and indcpendesce of the fpecies, wasa chimers i

politics
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poiitles, and ‘blalphemy in religlon, Nor foaner did I endeavour to draw the lovely futeres of
libsrty, and the' hideous deformity of vaflage, than fome dirty flave or other plumed himfell on
ratailing colleions from the moft flapid advocate for depotic rule, and the divine right of royal
villainy, Nay to fuch incredible lengths did they carty their deteftable tenets, as even to
Impeach the principles, upon which is founded the glorious and never-to-be-forgotten revolwtion.
A revolation, te Britain, the fource of infinite blefings, and a conflitution never 10 be parraflel*d.
A revolution deftruélive of a rbiirary fway, and refloring expiring liberty to her priftine vigour & re-
nawn: A revalution, in fine, imparting life, health and joy to three kingdoms, drooping benenth the
tyrannous red of an infatuated monarch, trampling on law, and meditating the ruin of his people.

WHILE I was thus violently attacked in the Mcrcury, there appeared a paper in my

vindication in the Netu-York Gezette, in unfwer to an arrogant lucubration of a reverend divise,
by an adthor who ‘fubfcribed himfelf  Phila. R flcctor, The peice was wrote with great fpirit,
and accordingly geve high uffence.  What rendered it peculiarly galling, was it's being founded
onvtuth, T'he confequence war, the city appearcd in an uproar, about the danger of this
execrable writer ; who flond conviGted of the unpardonable crime of (peaking the truth, and
threatning deftruélion to pricitly deminion and prieftly impotture, In revenge for his blafphemous
allortions, abaut twelve of ¢ha (uberibers for theGazerse withdrew their fubfcriptions,-and changed
their Printer, A m1t unanfwerable argument of Phifu's herefly ; and their neverfalling sefource
when ever reafcn wasagain®t them ! The Printerbeing thus intimidated, refulcd (e infeetion of sny
thing in my favour; and thus for a feafon died the vatiant Phifo. As for the printer of the dlercury,
his prefs had lonj before been inaccelible to me, or my friends. This generous author, towhom | am
under the greatsit obligatione, wasndt however thus to be vanquithed, A magnanimsen .mimb |
may be overpowered, but carnot be fubdued. Wiy he debarred a hearing in the weeldy papores,
he sppsared’in a pamphlet, intiled. ¢ The Crafifmen, a fermon from the Indepewdont Whiz,
« fuitable to the peculiar malignity of the prefent day ; with a'preface expofing the antificey of var
¢ priefls and craftfmen, by the author of a late paper, figned Philo: Reflefor.” '

As thic nervous writer has fo unanfwerably defended me agninft the charges of isBdelity,
and with fuch mafterly firoker, jultificd my refleClions on the clérgy, I cannot forbese in juftice
to him or my felf, citing, from his preface, the following animated cxtra®, which is better than
any thing I can deliver on the fubjeét,

¢ As for his public antagonifls (fhys he, fpeaking of the Refeftor) 1 appeal to every man of
‘acool head and sn honet ‘heart, whether an  author who from the fubje@s he chafes, and
“ that invariable atrachment to the profperity of his country which fhincs tho' all his papen,
* hath given the moft incenteftible proofs of his devotion to the public, and veneration for

“ seligion, deferves thofe reiterated calumnies that are thrown out, or rather vomited againtt
* bim, - Calumnies for which there is not the lealt reafon from any of his weekly Refle@ions,
¥ Afperfions compounded of falthood and malice: Falfehood thamelefs, and incapable of blafling :

* Malice infatiate, and never to be glutted:--- And yet what arts, what infinuations, what
¢ preschments, what orthodox carfings, what pious maledi®ions, whst bribing ‘of printers,
‘ and what menaces with delivering him to the fecolar arm, in order to decry his writingy,

‘ and render him odious to the people! One while he is an Atheift, then s Deift, th
. then A
¢ Prefhyterian, fometimes altogether, and then again, nothing at all, 'At the fame time, sl

¢ this contradiQious babbling, and ghoftly gafconading, is difguifed under a tender concern
‘ fo¢. religion, and to repel the baneful influence of his heretical pofitions. But if the chriian
:rehgmn is of divine authority, as I fincerely believe it to be, it wants not the arts of mif-
' reprefentation and obloquy to fupport and defend jt, In difpenfing Mis benevolent revelation,
‘tbho Almighty. bath not left himfelf without witnefs, The truth of Chrift's miffion is evinc'd
y the moft irrefragable proofs, the mott illuftrious atteflations : It is demonftrated by prophecv
“and mimcle, and fealed with the blood of thofe, who bore teltimony to the refurre®ipn of
¢ Jefur.  What reafon then, have thofe vociferous priefts and their bigotted abstters, for all
“ their conflernation and alarm! Whence proceeds their afperity and rancour, but from a
¢ conlcloufnels, that fome of th! t pretenfions are not wsrranted by the venerable depenfation,
:beneath which, they would impinufly fhield and fhelter them | Ihdeed, the chriftian religion
"un never be endangered: Wi have the promife of unerring wuth, that it Mhall continue -
to the end of the world, and that shs Gares of Hill pall net prevall againft i, Bot e

different
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¥ Ciflerent is the cafe with pricfliavity : It ie, as well itn sy Le, in perpetval terror: Hew then
“ nufl it trenible as fcon s ccwmen forfe tahes it by tha ccllur ! F eree il edresd srd umicity
*juft ccmmemorated. It is far otherwite with cur Loly religion. - Ner epen atiicke, ror tecret
¢ machinutions, (neither of which are cLaigeslle on the Arthior 1:m viraicatin g) can 0 ake
*it's immoveable and eternal bufie. It hath the cmiper 3, for it's author, and for it's
¢ fourdation, a rock. Like all other uuths, it brightens by cxamination, and derives new
¢ eviderce from a fice difquifition, Can 1ealcn flantle at inquiry, or the word of God, lear
¢ the fcruting cf nan! It is a priefly forgery, which inall ages, hath endeavoured to repre-
¢ fent relipion and the craft infeperable, and to father all their viliainous abfurdities on Heaven,
* The golpel of 7¢/us, may bid defiarcc to all it's adverfaries ; yea, even to carnal priefls,
*it's moft formidable, becaufe it's molt hypocritical adverfaries. Deifm hath done it notabie
¢ fervice, When the arrogant claims, ard diffolute lives of the clergy, had drove men into
“ infidelity, infidelity artempted to difprove revelation; and thercby extorted in it's defence,
‘ arguments nervous and infuperable. Lo:h a Deilt write againft Chritianity, let the clergy,
¢ whofe hire Is worthy their labour, write back and confute him, If the gofpel is incapable
‘of a vindication, it deferves not to be belicved ; if otherwife what hath it to fear ?# But pains
*ard penaltics convince no man, or the Inquifition would be the moft effetual proof. By that
* merciful dilpenfation, which was not given to deftroy mens lives, but to fave their Souls;
* force and violerce are difclaim'd, prohiticed, sbhorr'd.- While religion has God for it's
¢ Author, it mnay falely defy the power cf Earth and Hell: But prieficraftis utterly defencelefs,
‘ fave by lying and mobbing, fword ard piflol: The former like the folid Oak, derides
“the florms of infdelity 5 the laiter like the quivering Reed, trembles at the moft fuperficial
¢ invelligation, Let thercfore the clergy forbear their ungenerous flanders, againft a writer,
‘who not only believes, but vindicates chriflianity, and that too without fee or {alary.’

Hav an Author of fo fine 2 pen, mct with free admifion to any of the weekly papers,

ke ha2d doubtlefs inltru&ed the I'rovince; and put to flight, the confederate hott of our wercurial
vapourers, But as the fattion wio had conftantly oppofed me, made it their bufinefs to dif-
courage him, he fourd it impoflible to contend in private pamphlets, againkt a periodical
paper, in which his adverfaries every week circulated their jargon, at little or no expence.
Tuus therefore flocd the cife at prefent : I coald not anfwer the Mercary in the Refletor,

without defeating the defign of the later, and transforming it into a paper, perfeQly polemic.‘
Nor indeed would the obfcurity and barbarifm of the dreamers in Ga1ir, have been any temp-

tation to my entring the lifts with them, except barely to confute their falthoods, by which
they impofed upon the ignorant, and in fome meafure, obfruéted the influence of my fpeculs-

tions. The Acav 2urd Gagette had been to me, and my well withers, & feuntain feald, ever
fince the formidi ble appearance of Plils Refilior, 8 writer, fave by tyrmnic force, abfolutely
invincible. To his more private Effays, were oppofed power and wealth, which difcouraged
his further progrefs inthat way. Full {cope therefore during this perfecution, to the eloquent
declaimers in Gain. Embrace now, O ye advocates for fuperftition and thraldom ! Ye champinng
for glormy in'poflors, and anointed banditti! Embrace the favourable junture, and lie withant
bounds, hecavfe ye can lie without refutation! Slip not this golden feafon ; but flander, vilify,
libe! and figmatize ! On the ruins of reafon, ereét the throne of ghoftly domination, and to
the aholition of chriftian charity traduce and malign the diffenters. Widely diffufe your
pefiilent prirciples, ord trivmph in your firength, for none can refit you! They were .net
remifs in teflording thefe halcyon days, of their empire over the Prefs. Their generous ufe
of this sdvantage, thall be recounted in the iequel.

In thefe calamitous circcmfarces there appeared a paper intitled the Octafional Rierheratnr,
fet on feot to ive my friends an opperturity of being heard,  In this therefore I was determined
totty mv hard.  As T krew one of the chief manngers of the Mercury to be & Clergvman, [
fintreved mv felf that the facrednefs of his function, would induce him to treat me with candour
and bomaniry, Accordingly T wrote him aLetter, in the conclufion of which, 1 1aid the foundstinn

for # fair debate, and hoped that frem the frankaeds of my declarations, 8 gentlemsn of his cloth

would have engsged with temper, 8 perfon, who appeared fo open to conviftion, and fo willing

to embrace the trath whenever he was convinced of his error, The Letter was in thefe words,
. A LETTER

C
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'.A LETTER 10 the Autbor of a Paper publifbed in the New-York
Mercury, No, 56. figned 2.8

Rewverend S 1 R,

£ F OR E I eoter upon the more immediate confideration of your performance, I think

¢ my felf obliged to thank you for acquainting the public of your being a Clergyman,
| I hould take it extremely kind in all the gentlemen of the Cloth, who may bereaher

| honour me withtheir falutary inru&ions, would they in this particular, {ollow your

ufeful example. For, it being impoflible to diflinguith my c/erical from my lay antagenifls,
cither by the piety or learnir 7 of their compofitions, (both of which wo mipht expe& would
fhine with fuperior luftre in the writings of the former.) 1 might ignoramtly be deficient in that
refpe@ which I hould ctherwife never fuilto pay them, Befides, could I always be aflured
what came from the clergy, | Mould be apt to allow it {ome fecret force and folidity, the
von-appearance of which, 1 fhould he resdy to imrute 0 my own dulnefs of :‘rrvettnﬁon f
whereas, when ] find mylclf atincked by a /ay brother, 1 am extreaicly apt 1o infitt vpon plain

realon, before | alier my fentiments,
© 1T muft, however, be owned, &ir, that tho' you had net fuggelied yoorfelf to be of ‘the

funQion, you have given us fome firokes that would Lave 1endercd the maiter too probuble
for a resfunsble quefiion, Your great zeal for earernal veligion, and the decoration of churc'c
(which you prefumptuoufly flile facred edifices, 8o if ar. attribute of the adorabie deity coukl
inhere in wood and flone) wauld have come with but sn ill grace from a Jeyman,

Your paper now before e was, it feems intended for a refuntion of the Indpondine
Refuctor, No, 36 ard 37, on the abfurdity of the civil Magifiree's interfiring in matrers ot
religion.  Whether you have in fadl, confuted my arguments laid down in thofe papery, when
you have not fo much as mentioned one of them, mult be fubmitted to the i mpartial public,
But if you have been fparing of your reafonings, you have been excecding copious in -calumry
and ill langusge, For proof of this I will cite your own words. * As to Lis feers, malicious
¢ inveflives, and fcofft, heretofore thrown cot againft the clergy, indifcriminately § alihough
¢ the public have besn admonifh'd ¢hat they were levelled at chriftianity itfclf, yet the animad.
“ verfions thereon, with a jult feverite, might feem to proceed with a lefs becoming grace from
“ the clergy, than from gentlemen of wae laity, who might have difcerned the nwilevolence ox.
« tending to the difreputation and feandal of religion, which every good layman ought to refent ;
¢ g5 he muft efteem the inftitution of Lis blefled Redeemer, calculated and defigned for purpefes
“ of the greatelt importance, to the happinets of mankind ; a fubje® teo facred for the Lampouns

¢ and feoffs of witling feriblers, €¢.
As you fpeak of your antagonifls at the clofc of the above paffage in the plural number,

and under the charaller of airling feriblirs, 1 fhould net liave thought myfelf concerned in
the matter, had you not fet out with a defign of anfwering the Jndependent Refilior, who,

1 affure you, &ir, never conceived himfelf ta confit of & duality of petfons. But as you
plainly intend me in your Ineroduflion, T am apt to fuppofe that your great zesl for exrernal
religim, to which you are pleafed 1o thitk me an enemy, hes urged you in imagination, thus
unmercifully to fplit me in rue,

Ir you have not read my papers, Sir, you are reully inexcofable for writing again®t them, If
you have, you cannot be ignorant that this charge is sbfolutely groundlefs. 1 have been fo
far fron throwing out Aerrs and feofft againfl all the clergy of all demiminations inaifcriminately,
that T havenot enly diftinguithed the good from the bid, or in other words, the clergy of
real plety, from thofe whofe seligion is only extermal, and fpokeo of the former with as great
honour, ay of the latter with difgrace ; but have moreover publithed a whole paper 0 prevent
thofe very afperfions which tho' from time to time refuted, your reverence, hath bere with
fioqu'ar confidence thought proper to refume. Nay, I challenge you, 8ir, to produce ome
fentence out of all my writings, that will, sgreesble to the rules of conftrulion, and & propes
reqard to antecedents, fupport your calumnious accufation, Why the public hes therefore
bern admoni/bed they wera livelied againft Chriflianity itfelf, you and the reRt of fuch sdwwailers
can bet account for. That ¢ the inftitution of our bleflid Redeesner is calculsted ard de.

w(igned for purpofes of the grestelt importance to the lappincfs of mankind,” I no more
doubt
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doubt than I domy own exiflcnce. I efleem it the mclt ireflimable blefling that Hegven
ever beflowed on finful men, and in properticn to my vereration for this facred inflitutior,
s my abhorrence of prieficraft, which bas fo villaincufly peiverted ard disfgured it. 1o’
you have been repeatedly told of your threadbare aniifce of cenfcundirg tle Ceipel of the
boly Jefos, with the anogant clains, and farciful fupersdditicns of carral priefs; yer you
. &ill reprefent my detefling the latter as & defign to urdermine the former. A cenduL@ this,
beneath the charafler of one who cvght 1o exhibit & fupericr degree ef that charity fo wain'ly
recommended by Chrift ard his Apofiles, A charity, not prempting wien to «¢xperd their
fortunes in the wecoration of Clureles, ard «xtcrnal religien, but infpiricg them with cardour
and ingenuity, and teachirg them to put the moR favourable confiruélion ¢n a perfen's words

and a€lions, Of this charity [ am forry 10 fee a gofpel Minifter fo utterly ceflitute,  kor what
rezfon have you, from any of my Refle@ions, for the sbove fuggeflion ! And yet you citker

intended this paflage, to perfuade the public that I do not eflecm the inflitution of our
Redeemer (o calculated and defigned, cr you inferted it without interding ary thing by it.
The lower I cannot well fuppofe, without difrefpait to the venerable fociety whofe mifionary
you are, and who cannot be prefumed to keep in pay, & fervant who writes without mesnirg,
1t you intended the former, it was incumbent on you to have cited pafiages from my papere,
to (upport fo malicious an infinuation. As Iihus efleem the chriftian difpenfation, a divine
inflitution, o, as I have elfewhere faid, sm I equally convinced that the clergy are an order
of men appuinted by the bleffed founder of our holy religion, Their commiffion is exprefs
to teach and baptize, and they have the promife of unerring Truth, that Chritt will be with
them in fo doing totheend of the world, If [ have afferted any thing, that in the opinion
of men of candour and integrity is capable of a different interpretation, I am forry I was not
more cautious, [ do therefore take this opportunity, in the molt folemn manner to teftify my
belief of the divinity of the fcriptures, and the divine inRitution of the Clergy ; and if you,
Sir, after this, Mall infinoate the contrary, ‘till you have reafon for fuch infinvation from any
fubfequent expreffians of mine. that will bear no other conflruftion; I fhall take the liberty,
maugre your canonicals, (0 trcat you as a wilful calumniator,

At the fame time be pleafsd to remember, Sir, that in the above commifion to the
clerny, there is not a fingle fylluble about fleecing the laity, or ulurging temporal dominian,

That the infiitution of our blefied Reteemer it a fulje? tos facred for the lampaons and fooffis of
witling feriblers, T do 2y chearfully ngree with yoo, and fhall always entertain & praner
sbhorrence of every Scribbler who makesic fo. Buot this, again, I amn at a lofs tofind the
reulon of your inferting in & paper againit me, unlefs you intended by it o infinuate, thae {
had made it a fulje® for lampuons and /eoffi.  And il this was your defign, yoa moft aosin
give me leave to charge you with wilful flander ; and if vou make any pretenfions to grnd
breeding, you cxarot avoid eirher giving me fatisfa@ion for the injury, by retraling the
charge, or fopporting it hv quotations frem the Refeltor. Till either of which is dene,
you cannot efcape being & fecond time deteéled for a calumniator,

THus tar, Sir, vour paper, were yoor infnuntions really founded in truth, hath pot the
leait appearance of an srgument, agairft whag vou fet cut with difproving s but wontd be
eauslly pertinent on any ather fuljed on which yeu kad dere me the honour to enter the
lits with me. Whether the next paflape draws nearer to the merits of the cavfe, will beft
appear by flating the controverly between ue, ord then preducirg yeur resforire in your
own words, The prepefitien which you cppofe ord I maintain in the Refidtor, 1o the
ehlurdity of the Magifivots’s interfiving in mattres of Rilipien,  The  firlt erpument you
advance spainft me, rons thue, * Bot the nomrlers now before me, bave opened the feene
“ beyond all difguife, and plainly given the poed people of this provirce to anderfland,
¢ that thev are all alike infatuatec, fo faras they bave a zealous concern for any thing what.
“ foever ol externp) relipion, end think they premote their cwn ard others welfare, by
“ attending religiovs affinblies, cortributieg 1o tte fupport of CedY public worftip, or
“ ornament of thofe facred cdifices, which becaufe fet apart for the folemn rites of relipion,
* for this relation to God, ure jufily efleemed his holy temples.” Now, §ir, pray give me
leave to afk you, whether, frem (he afiertion of my having giwen pleinly io snderfand, &e,

a perfon whobad not read the Numbers referred to, would not beled to think, tha& l.llllnd
aftoally
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alully fuid (o} At lealt it would be thought 1 had plainly foggeied av much: 1 mut
theretore infitt, according to the laws of fair difputation, on your p':oductng in your next,
either the affertion or infinuation, Does my alferting, that the maglﬁmc' ‘has no nght to
interfere in raatters of religion, fuppole that the people ought to have no religion, of their ow‘n
chufing?  Dues it not plainly infer the contrary ?} Have I delivered a ly.klable about the people's
being snfutuated, or againl their promoring their owwn avelfare ? Did I ever write .::::
external Religion, which is a contradiétion in terms ? Have I not on. the contrary, dc¢ p
the Religian 11 which the magittrate has no right to in}erfcre, torefide in the Heart? An
has this any thing to do with the deceration of bily edifices ?

Truvy, fir, when one confiders your grofs mirrcprefentatiox'u, he muft acknowledge, tha: ?:;y
treating you like a gentleman, is a convincing proof of my having more reipet for your cloth,
than for the perfon who wears it, ‘

Pray, do ypou imagine, taat chriftianity vequires for its fupport, the low artif.ces of omo‘lf"
and falthood? Isit not beneath the chara@er of a chriflian, a philolopher, & gentleman, to revile
inflead of reafon, and charge an adverfary with what he never held ? L

You go on and fay, « If extcrnal aions of this kind proceed frem any {rund rpu.mm ia
“ religion, and are any ways ferviceable to procure God's favour and blefliag, or 10 improve
* the perfons themfelves in divine knowledge, faith and virtue, a3 the means ‘of th'etr greatelt
“ comfort in this world, and everlatting fclicity in the world to come, it will be a dire refu-
“tation of ray bold afiertions,” that matrers of viligion relats toanother awsrld, and bave notling

10 do with the interef of the flrte, the firfl vefidis in the bemtiand confeioncesof wur, ﬂn/ the
lattir in the outrward frace and profperity of 1he public. Here, Sir, [ admit your premifivs, but
challenge you to prove yourconfuquence, Your argumentreduced to a fyllogifm, flands thas,
external alions of this kind proceed from found opinions in matters of relipion, and ar:
ferviceable to procure God's favour and blefling, and to improve the perfons themfelves in
divine knowledge, faith and virtue, as the means of their greate® camfort in this wo:ld, and
everlatting felicity in the world to come,

THEREFPORT,

The magidrate has a right to interfere in matters of religion. The adlurdity of this arg-
ment is demonftrable in a few words, For firft the external aflions which the mazifirate i
infited upon to have a right to interfere in, are fuppofed to proceed from found princinles ia
religion, which no external interpofition can infill. Secondly, it is not the mapifease’s
bufinefs 15 procure the felicity of his fubjets in a future world, bt only to confult their
bappine(y in the prefent, And thirdly, the greate® part of all the magiftrates in the world are
infidels, and the promotion of infidelity, cannat procure the divine blefling, Pray, fir, how
docs it follow, that becaufe external altions proceed from {ound epinions in rcligion, and are
any ways ferviceable to procure God's favour and blefling, that thercfore the manifirate has
8 right .0 obtrude it on the people ! Is he appointed to improve his fubjs&@s in divine %naw.
ledga, fiith and virtue 5 or to exercife the laws far their temporal wellbeina ? [s the mapideare
to direll: the penplo how to procure the divine blefling. or are they to fallaw the didtares of
their ow1 confcience? Has g political ruler a commiffion to interpofe in mat'ers of ralisions
frecu'ation, which are only cognizahle by the divine ‘tribunal ? Surely never was their more
ablurdity crowded in fo fmall a compals |

Inonen, was it poflible for the magiitrate to implant religion in the hearts of men, he honld
have my voice for fo glcrious an employment. But to expett that n magiftrate can make any
man confcientioully ferve, praife, and adaro the dejty, and work in his foul a eanformity to the
divise will, i1 which true religion confifts, is fuch nonfenfe 83 1 never expeQled to hear from &
chritian clergyman: .

I Mall now bsg leave to thaw, that hawever your pofitions, in the paper under canfideration,
mav tend to the advancement of prietcraft, and oxternal vilipion, they do by unavaidah'e
confequence, undermine the caufe of cheiftianity: And this T all not do, after your reverend
example by bare affertion, buc by evident demonfiration. For if the fupreme mugifrate hath

“w right to Interfere in matters of religion, he has that right 81 fupreme magiltrate ; and if fo,

every
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every fupreme mogifiratc Lao that right. The fame right, therefore, which the Freneb King
baa to eflablifh chrikiurity, or satker jopery in Framce, the fultan bas to efatiifh: & £ matariim
in Yurley; ard the fon ¢ right the ful:un Lus 10 eflablith Mabewateni;n: at. bir «avyive, be has 10
ubolifl chriftiapity in it, becaufe the § rewth of chriftissity is inconfiflent with the flourithing of
Blelimatani/m,

Again, it the ma ilrate has & righ: 1o eflablifh any certain religion, ard of confequence to
punifh all religiens «jpelie to or deriruéiive of the religion eftablifhed, then were the apefiles
vighutully martya'c, Lecnufe tley all cioght a religion oppefite 10, ard defiru@live of, the religion
chabliflied 3 vor cupht chrifinity upan ahis fuppefition to be ever propagated among infidels,
Lecaufe fuch projrgation mult vnavoidably be wreng, 88 being oppefite to what is right,
to wit, the efsbathocit of tharyeligion where itis prepegated, ard to which it is repugrant.
Ney, fir, fo retite i cefirder are you of the, chriftian religion ; that the confequerces
naturilly flowing fram your premifes, jullify the crucifxion of our Saviour, who taught a
1cligion fubverfive of thut ellubliflied in the roman empire. ‘

1 kefe, Sir, ore genuive iuferernces frem your offerticns, and sgreesble to thefe, you are
(biped in Tuwrdy to receguize the Arabian Impofior for the fent of God ; in Cbina to pay
dinite honcurs to Cen/i/as; adin FPortugal 10 westhip Ssints snd Images. Nor perhapy,
Sir would yao, in Rewyf countries have any obje€iion againft embraciry Popery, in'as much
as itis 1ot only the Nagiflra’s religior, bot bas the sdditional advantage of being recom.
mended by & vafl unber of dworatea Tengler, and all the pomp of external religion,

As [ 0all for the furure Lave an opportunity to exsmire your charges againft me, by the
favour ol the Revarbercter, § fould be g'nd, fir, to enter with you into & previous flipulation
toile followicg purpofe. Ji you will {cberly examine any of the pefitions in the Independsns
"y %efor, with an apparent luve for trath and eligion, and only maintain the colour of aa
apunenty, 1 fhall with 1he vtnoft refpelt caibiace all your reafons, which I cannot clearly
crafuie; aed weke a peblic recaatation of every thiug I have before advanced, and you have
~fiewn to be erroneovs, And the like condu® I expe®t from you. Every propofirion you
e, bl allow its utmoft force and energy ; for to me it is perfe@ly indifferent what
feutiients | estertain, a‘wer I am convinced of their troth, Whence I thall retradt all my
pre‘ent principles, a¢ falt a5 'you prove them to be falfe; Lecsufe, ss nothing ateaches me
1o thcry at prefent, bot a perloafion of their verity, 1 fhall as rezdily embrace their oppofites,
whinever [ neot wirh preporderating cvidence in their favour. But if vour revererce fhall
agen oflerty, that 1 have a defipn tq bring the religion of Jesus Cunisy into contempt,
witheut citing, yafages fico the Refiefler, to fupport the affertien, 1 ftoil beg leave 1o think
veu oft beneath the dipnity of your chare@er, ard flall seeordire!y defrife ard forpive vay,
While Tem corvinced of the abfirdity of the Magifirate’s interfering in matters of relipion
Jlove n undovbted right to publith fuch my fentiments, as vou, &ir, have an cqua! right “;
oppefe them,  But that T ougle, therefore, to be charged with a cefign sgainft chtiflisnicy
1 cansot seconcile 10 my netions of fair arpumentation, er cheififan charity ; efpecially “’
the corfequences of my d-~rires have a tendercy direftly the reverfe, in a3 much g hifory
and (xperience evirce, that chriflianity has a'ways flourifted moft where it lad not the
Magifirate on its fide.  You will pot difl elieve me renvrerd Sir, when 1 declare it ag my
humble epinion, that chriftisnity rever kias, nor ever will reap fo much advan . go from the
Mugithiate's irterferivg dn religions matters, a1 it would frem fome of our fpiritual overfeers
exhibitivg 09 frong proofs of internal piety, and the infisence of the Spirit, ns they do of rheir
weal forhe decaration of Chuschis avd cxtmnal Religion, That you in particular, §ir, may
tzan iflulliious example of the former, is the worft that is withed you, by
Revirend 8 I R

Your Mop Humbls Serwant,
The Iwo, Rarvrcron,

» Hauz
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+Haurr, wasa fair challenge, with ail the genulne ‘marks of an ear open to eonviltion.
But. fo.far was,this canonical Author from accepting my ‘¢ffer ; that he procesded in hisold
way of . confident aection, .and palpable falfchood, not only without anfwering, but without

taking the lealt notice of the above Lietter. Nor had I long an opportunity of expofiulating
on his noshritian condu@, . For thro' the irrefolution or corruption of the Priner- and his

various deyices to embarrafs the Jleverderator, that paper w.s not continued heyond four
Numbers. . '

+Avways fuppofing our fulves as far from furpafling our neighbouring colonice, in piety
a3 .in. knowle&ge, [ fhould never have thought it necceflary, in this province, to -afelt- the
elpoufing any religious party, inorder to capacitate a man for & peliucal Trimmer, - A dil-
cavery aof that kind, has however been made, by our profefled connoilcurs in {tate intrijues,
Yo cry alond for the Church, is, of late, become a moft finithing ftroke in  polidcks:
Whence i. happens, that many of our fagacious projettors, tho' they hold all chrittian deno-
minations in equal contempt, find their profound fyftem greatly improved, by fhewing them.
fvlves, on all occafions, warm advocates tor epilcopacy, by this meany promoting cheir intcrelty
thre’, 8 meer pretence of being Churchmen; aad palming upon the ignorant, a feigned xeed
0 religious party, for truz religion, Uothat while the clergy, with a facred fervor, incel-
fantly. thundred cut their anathemas againtt me, and delivered me over “to fazan, o
unconvertible ; my pepers on the intendcd College rehdercd me coually chnoxious to fome
deligning party politiciane, whe, the' slike averfe to the Clergy and Chritlianlty, jriaed the
general cry, and according to the mode, were cver ready to profefs their 2edd for the
biorarchy, and damnthe Refcdor. Such palpable tnfincerity and terniveifatian, ceuld not
Rut excite the mirth,. 83 well as contempt, of obfervers. I have kuowu Gealdiman, who, for
orny years before I appeared in Print, no:only risiceled the Clergy, but their very erder,
and -even. religion it {clf, and who carried their investives Leyond banter into ferioufiicls and
walevolence ; and [ have knowa the fane Genilemen, barely fr the fake of &"é’-”"’“i"g the
oppofitioo to my Papers, contend and.get drunk for Religion, profefs the highelt reverencs
for the facred order of the priefthood, and not only tetify their afeflion for the clergy ia
geaeral; but at foms times publicly commend thofe of the Cluth among us, whom, at other
times, they bave, in the fraukeft manner, vilified for blockheads and lampooucd for knaves
and fgoyndrels,

. : Rifum tenrctis Awici ?

. Non can this conduét be accounted for, but upo®their conviction that a teverence for
men in holy orders, is by the vulgar, miftaken for real picty, It fhould not therefore feerm
ftrange, that our Politicians gre, of late, fo fond of beina thought the bulwark of Epifcopacy,
and. of revering its clergy, even tho' they care as little for the Church of England, atd: her
priefts, as for any other Church or miniftry in the univerie ; or that they fhould endeavouir
to fuppore. her right "t the fuperintendency of our future Accademy, uron the grou-dlefs
fappofition, of her efablihment in this colony.

. The effair of the College, I confidered as one of the moft important matters, that ever
fell under the confideration of our Legiflature. It wiil either prove ere of the grestet
blefiogs, or an . execrable fource of .the keenet and moft complicated difalers, * 1f it is confi-
tuted . ppon a foundation generous and catholic, there is nothing we can fu'l upon, that wiil
fptead mare.real . felicity: thro' the Province, But fhould it on the other hanl, bz made the
togl of & faion,. and an infteument in the hand of one felt, for the advarcement of itfelf,
and the oppreflion of the seft, what can we expcét from the unbridlad luft of bigotry and

fuperfljtion, but either the deprivation or abridgment of nur civil and religinae liberties 9 .. -
Nor will our fubjeRion and colony-ralationto Gereat I'itain, be a fufficient frcurity arainft

fuch unrighteous invafions, fuch horrible and multiplied calamities. We have indecd the
higheft reafon to believe, that opprefiions of this kind, would, at home, be ULlafed ard dif-
countenspced:  But thither to tranfmit proper reprefentations, is difficult, tedions and expagfive.
Inhoman perfecutions have been profecuted in the plantations, and proficuted to ata~ithing
lengths, before the withed-for redrefs could be obtained. Iappes! to the bloody flaughter
f*the pretended Witches ; and the cruel, the fanguinary feverities againt the Quakers in
New-England, ... Ar prefent all proteflant denominations amongft us, are fecure in the injoy-
ment of their religlous opinions, Bot fhould the government of the Collsge, bo furrendered

to
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w0 any tribe of bigots, Gop krows hew lorg thgy will setain their rights and immunities,
A corvupt Tree, fays the greutct atnbority, bringerd forth corrsgt pruit.| An accacenry in fo
{mall u province a1 ours, will diffule its influencerover its whole extept.  Evesy poft' of
honour and profit, will natorally be ergrofied by porfons who have had their education at
the public Seminary ; fo that nothing is more prcbable, than that the ffirit of the College,
will become the fpitic of the Colony. thculd therefore any posticular (& be invefled with
the fupreme sulein that Seminary, what can lirder sheir indo@rinsting its youth in the contraéied
principles of their own party ; and what ccald we expet from- a Courcil and Aficntly,

under the influence o} the fame religions doduines and perfuaficn, Luta general eflablifh ent
of thetutelves w the foppieflen of the 1clt; cr at leaft, whae, in thofe kircun.t.aices, will

te the fecurity cf other dencminations apeinlt thofe fhocking and dreadiul appreherfions ?
Orce alrendy we have been srtfully trapz:icd ; butthen we muft yeild to open, undifguifed
an ipnefithble power.  This is the fubfiarce cf.my remarks, cn that interefling tubje®, ‘I be
ereflion of a College on a generous botiom 1 never oppofed. fo faron the contrary, from
viing any arts to cbtruél fuch a laudetle ard neccfary inflitution, that the pains 1 have
tiken 1o baflle the infameus purpofe of ful jecling it to the fway of a Junclo, is the greaictt
faivice Icould have oflered to the public, or a well conflituted fchool, for mching' the
liberal arts snd fciences. Nay [ have gonefarther, I have exhibited a Flan to render it
fafe and profperous 3 ard I clallerze the warme} of my adverfaries, or mny man in the
province to evirce his having thought mere vpon that topic, or done more Er the defigu,

I uave besn chiarged with the delay which has hitherto attended the credlion of a Callege,
wich embarruliog the projetors, and icfivming the minds of the people agl%nﬂ fuch & fe:
micary.e.o. Againla free College --.- ageink a Uollege where the .chi'dren of all proteBang
perfusfions fhall be admitted to & perfell parity of privileges againft « College where
fuparGition fhall not muke Lis gloomy bude, nor perfecution onfarl bis blgody . flandard,
1 havo written not a8 werd, Of the necelly of fuch a fociety, 1 entertain the. moft exalied
ep'nion 3 nor dece any rw rore arleatly long, for fo excellent au oflablihment. .An.yoder.
tal.irg fo glosious, caundt ©2 100 vigosoufy profecuted,  1f my -adverfaties| mean by the
charge, that 1 have preverted the execution of the before mentioned- little divy. contsafled
pary proje@. I am fo far fram inclizing to exculpate myfelf, that b with 1had ill Sronger
reafcns . to flatter 1y {:1f, with bcing the inllrument of fuch extenfive uu’lity tamy - gountry,
Thels who were concerned in that engescrous fcheme, began the calumny . of my:. averion
to' the founding an accadoimy, and tit' they who impute the delay of it to nly Fapers, in
order to };ifg»ggainn them the gere:al odiom, and weaken an influence repugpant:to eheir
inquitous machinations, Lot at their door dies the flow prefecation cof |bi§a-‘mommu’a
afair : Por had they not sttempied 1o ingrefsits Goverrmert into their hands, there.would
have been-no ground for the cppefition 1 excited ; nor would the jenlovfies and bickerings
row fobfifling, have arifen zmenglt vs.  1f a free  conflituted College ia'fucxﬁ #'one: for
for which sloue we fhould' wifly, fuch as will be a real bleffing to the Provinee; fich s one
n'one for which the peop'e are to be loaded with a general Tax..---Then an' ﬁﬁﬁoﬁtion'to'
s nartial one was evidently requifite to expedite ity progrefs ; and to tFem only.‘.\évbd ‘ﬂdng
this hitacle in the wav, are tn. he sfcribed the tardy proceecures ard prefent” cEmindtions,
It wasa certaln information of this rarrew fpirited and ignominiovs centrivarce, ‘thet pave
vifete my . Refle€ions on eur future fest of the Mufes. Among all the perfery neminated
for Truftees, mt n private. convention, there were but three Gentlerren of the Duteh Chirch,
and one of them refiding {0 remete from Neav-York, that he could not be expediéd to havé
anv corfidersble apency, in the gepulation ard poverrment of the matter, Al t'h‘r réft were
members of the Chorch of - Frelowd, ond moft of them, tho' ntherwife men rf,'i‘:_{mbmﬁﬂ‘ed
fame, utter'v devoid of every qualifiestion, .to reccrmend them for fuch a truft; fave dnly their
noteriogs inflexitle bigatry,  Of foch confifled the Lit, Their rames I cov'd ‘mention,
wern it rot highly improper nnden the difadyectzzeous charafler T love given them, and
which ] know they deferve. This bopel) .Catalogue was prefented to his lm'E’nﬁlmcy‘
Gaver. Clinton, - with a requeft t0 incarpopate them ; but the fpirit of party. pd!ltiléu"w’hicﬂ ’
has long been the bane, the curfe and the infamy of the Province, proved inthis cafetickity

safplcioys, and rendered the proje abortive. Unaw'd and unabafhed to contrive it, dhd;
finco
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fince the public ablvorrence, unwillingto confefls it, the reality of this Reatagem has, whi

‘unexampled confidence, been made a quettion in full companies, even by fome of I firlt

projeftars themfelves. My inforenation is from @ member of the Aflumbly, ard the cpen
declaration of another (Gentleman, who had the honour to be on ibe litt,  Private se this attait
was conducted, and doubtful as tie verity of the faél may be thought, yet that there wers
clandettine defigns 0 obtain the Government of the Coliege is now apparent 1o the world,

(v) Ir is claimed by churchinen in the molt undifguifed mannerin every company.

(2) Tur right of the Church of Eaglund, to its fole mauugement hiay becn repestedly
afferied in a certain public Newvs.Paper,

(3) Uron what oiher principles bue fuch a defign, can we account for the acrimony
of churchmen alone, againt the papers I have publithed 10 few the wnrcslonablenels of
ceding its Government to one party, exclofive of ali athers 3 or for their wrath and oppadtion
to the free plan, 1 bave exhibited for its ennflitution ? ‘

(4) Wuy are the original authors of this prejed (3 fupine at prefeat, bus Lecauflo the
Affombly arc determined (unlels difappointed by fogie fublequent artilc:; to coullitute & Seminary
ample generous and catholic ? ‘ |

(5) To what is owing the extreme difanprobation of aue of the head mafters nermirated
for the College, Lut thuir averfion to its free Goveramert, ard tle difippointment ot their

narrow fyflem ?
©{6) Wuy isa certain durgtion, fo penerously ofiercd when the Collene was expefled

1o berefigned to a party, now callsated and deleyed, only Lecsufe their titie ta i1 fyre:inen.

dency has bren quetiosed, and unlefs aided by fome freh impoflure, will auw protaby
be rejected ? ' ;

In fhort fome gertlemen have becu fo fanguine in their cluinw, to the f2'e deminion
over our intended Semiuary, that befides all their curfes beliowed aguinfl the R jiee/r, cven
fome of the mem'sers ofthe Honourable Houfe of Reprefentatives, have not cicaped their raaccur
and malice, for no other caufe, than voting agreable to their cocfeiences, and the dircélion of
their conftitaents. Becaufis they gave their nepatives to the cortinuation of the Excifo Ad,
and the appropriation of ;00 /. per. amnue, out of that fund, for the immediate condica jen
of the Collsge, they have been charged with enmity 1o the undertaking and averfe 10 the
means of education, In jultice therefore to thofe illufirious Patriows, I cannot lelp pub'i hing
the resfons of their difient,

Artar the province had by Lotterics raifed the fum of [, 5447 - 18, forthe ufs of a
Collegs, 87 A& was pafied the 2545, of Nowember 1751, to velt that fum in the eldoil
Councillor, the Speaker of the General Aflembly, the Judges of the Supreme Court, the
Mayor of the City of Nea-2or, and the T'reafurer of the Colony for the time being, and
Jamu Livisgfan, Blq, Mr. Benjamin Nicol and Mu William Livingfon a9 trufloes, who were
thereby appointed to manage that fum, or any lands und chattels which mizht be contributed
to the College, and, were thereby alfo enabled to. recrive propofals from any City or ‘Town,
defiring to have the College ere®ed in uay certain place,

On the 2414, of July, 1753. an A& was paffed further to continuc the duty of Fxcife,
to the firkt day of Nowsmbsr, 1767, By the fecond Sefion of this AR, 500 /. a year i
after the firlt of Tamuary, 17¢4, to be paid to thc Truflees, mentioned in the firk AQ,
¢ to be by them spportiuned wiud difteibuted in fallarics for the chief mafter or head of the
o Beminary, by whatever denomination he may be hereafter called, and for fuch and £ many
s other mafters and officers, ufes snd purpofes, concarning the eftablihmene of the faid
#¢ Semioary, 83 the faid traftees, thall from time to time, @@ in their diferetion, think needfu).”
The third Seldion impawers the truftees, to apportion the falaries to the maflers, and diret
the paymonts, and the foarth enables them, ¢ to afcertaln the rates which each Student or
¢ Scholar, thall annually pay for his education at the faid Seminary."

Whaw the queltion was put, whaher the bill fhould pafs, feveral Gentlemen of the houf
g:n t':« (] rla‘eg:tx;; bu; ;h;ﬂ‘u;j thdtir charaéters deferved all that freedom, with which they

vobesn handied, mu ubinitied to any Wh judge ing

of thelr diiar, any man, lotwﬂl impartially Ju’dgc‘ of thg follgwmg

(1) Ton
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(1) Twrios& was virteally eflablifhing & Collegw, and refigning Its management 10 gea®
tleinen of the Chorch of Englord | there teing amerg ten tut s, fover of bt jefiatem,
and but (wo memters of the Louvch Clurch, svd ore englith prefhyterian ; which was thought
to be a very unequal difiibuticn of power, and weuld prebably be difplecfing te the budy
of the peoyle, nine tenths of them Larg proiekiants, averfe to an epifcepul Govengnent
snd was meicover a plan, from which we rad 1ot the greatefl reafon 10 cxped a caholis
ard fres teminaty, ina proviice coifiirg of fuch o variety of diferent rebigious denemi-
salions,

(=) Bucavss they thooght it highly cxpedient, before any public morey was lodged in

the haunds ot any fet of men, o tu dilpcied of in the infucticn of the Coliege, to cabit
a compleat plan of its conflitution, ard the rames of the perfons, ino whole haucs it
would be committed, aud the laws by which they ftculd, in wheir Geverrment ot ut, be di-
1e@ed; copies f which ovght to be delivercd to ach mombar, that in ke 1ecens, ey
might, in fo imponant an afair, alter the merner of the conamors in Grent Britusn, coniult
their confhituents, *

(3) Bscavsx no provifion had hitherio been made for infituting graramar (chool,
to prepare our youth to be matriculated ivto the Semivary ; fo thut unlels & grammas
fchool education was fupported in the College, which would be improper and unprecedented,
the inflitution of one, previous 10 fuch provifion, would be a ulelefs expence, unlels an
Uuiverfity, maintained at the charge of cco /£ per awmnm, without one Siudent, could be
thoeghs reafonable in itfelf, or advantageous to the pablic. That no part of the money ap-
pointed by the A&, to be paid annually to the troftees, was to be apprepristed for the!
eflablithing grammar fchools, {cperate from the Cellege, appears plainly trom the Act..---e
‘The fecord SeQionena&s the g0 £, per annum, 1o be diftributed in falaries for the officers
of the Seminary. But what is intended by the Seminary, is explained by the preamble,
which recites that, ¢ Whereas it has bern the intention of the Legiflature for feveral years
pat, toeltablih a Seminary within this Colany, for the education of ynuth, in the liberal
artsand fciences ; and his Exellency the Governour, having bacn pleafed to approve of the
“ intentions of the General' Affembly, co proceed upan that good defign at this feffion,
¢ fignifed by their Votes' at their lft mectig, pray, &c.”*  That the intention of the
Legifiature was not to conflitute grammar fehools, but a College, appears from the Lottery
2, and the journuls of the houfe; ard the intentions which his Lxcellency was pleafed
to approve, related oaly to the inflitution of a College, which sppesrs manifeflly from his
Excelency's Speech, and the: Votes of the general Affemlly, fo that if the word Seminary i
In the enafling claufe, includes the fame ideas which nre annexed to it in the preanble,

“then it follows that the Seminary eftablithed by this 0@, is not agrammar fchool, but a
Cuiledge, and therefore they diffented,

(4) Becaufe this a& appeared tathem a very imperfe® infliution of fo important &
defign ; it being deficient in the number and qualifications of truflees ; in the fum to be
annoally expended upon it; in the incouragement of fludents ; in not appointing the number
of profeflfors, nor the arts and fciences to be taught ; in not incerporating the truftees, nor
gronting immonities to fts officers and ftudents, &f¢ e, e,

(5 ) Brcause they were charged by their conflicuents, to refufe their sffent to any law,
{or invelling puldic money into the hands of private perfors, for » College, until the plan
of ity government and foundatien, fhould be fettled in the fecuret manner by an a& of
incorporeation. o

Tue weight of thefe reafonr, for refufing thelr voice in favour of that afl, mult be left to
the public. For my part, Ithink they deferve our ferious confidersiion, ard that the diffent
of thale gentlemen, ¢an by no means jubify the dirty virulence nnd afpertion which, withe

out the leat seforve, have been thrown out spainfl them. Such s the sccurfed fpirie of
pany ! ... Pofleffed as' 8 man smay be, of every meral and gentse! vertue and sccomplifhaent,
the fufficlent thet he is of the oppofition to expofe him to sll the defamation, and obloquy,
that malice can comrive and utter.  Siander i the never.failing portion of every man,
who, in the conduét of public affaim, }s inflexible to party, snd obftinately adheres to the
‘ditates of his sonfclence. Incoursy'd therefore by the example of the beft of men in oll spw,
4
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I hope thofe zealous champions for freedom, whofe names will be remembered by poflerity,
with the warme®t Gratitide, will perfevere in a (ledfalt refolution, to waich tie condutt of this
'grand concern ; and oppofe both the infidious and open atiempis of every catal, that would
cuflave the trovince, or in any degree, abridge the cuil or religious rights of the people.
Imporiant and oppulent as this faétion may be in the city ; they are, inthe country, iadigent
and incouliderabee, ---- The Aflembly in our greatelt fecurity, ---- ' hé members appear dif-
poled to a liveral and free conlituted College, ‘I'hofe of the Duich Church, can aloue govern
this waoole affair; and were they once fufficiently apprized of finifter views, ard imprefled
with the importance and udvantage of a free Accademy, and the deflructive tendency of its
oppolite, we fhould have nothing to fear. We might on the contrary reafonably expet

ali thole biefings, thofe nuinberlefs and ineffable bicflings, which naturally refuit, from an
univerfal glow ot hght and knowledge.-- Whatever denominaiion fhail monopo.ize its go-

vernmen:, will eafily jocky all the relt of the province. .- Adieu then to liberiy and peace |
Adieu to private freedom and public indcpendence ! ---- But.1 have expofed it, 1 have remoa-
{trated againtt it, tll the Prefs was hat up. [ thall therefore content my felf with thie prayer.
That GO of bis infinite merey for Chrifls  fuke, may prevens it, Amsn,

A Prixcieat reafon of that unaccountable zeal in favour of a party Church College, isthe
odiuim, that has been geucrally raifed againil the Coileges in  Neaw-Eagland ard Neaw Jorfsy,
by thofe who have found their interctt, io the prejudices of the wathinking vulgar, This
fcheme, however, to thofe who are capable of reflexion, muft appear fome what unlucky in
defeating it {elf, ---- Elow far thofe nurferics of literature deferve :he fevere cenfure, that bas
been gencrally calt upon them, [ will not take upon me to detcrmine. Thus much indeed
is undoubtedly true, that they favour too much of party; and as far as they are culpable
in this particular, they fall under the lath of my animadverfions. It being therefore zdmitied,
that the fpirit of thofe Seminaries is too partial, and contrafled, it is equally cvident that
they have ap uncontroulable influence, in favour of the prevailing perfusfions ; who tho’
fomething different from each other, pafs under the gencral appellation of diffenters. To the

fuperintendency of the diffenting interet over thofe feats cf the Mules, mufl we attribute the
extenfive fvay of the congregationalifts, and the incurable languor of epifcopacy, in Neav-

England. The youth, in the courfe of their education, fuck in the dogmas of the former,
with the readi¢it affent. An unlimited fubmiffion of their underflandings to the judgment of
their preceptors, is not orly generally eflcemed a principal ingredient in a docile genius ; but
is alfo the natural confequence of the modelly of our tender years. Whence it is eafy to
conceive, that the teachers in thofe Seminaries being diffenters, the ftudents mult almoft un-
avoidably grow up inthe fame perfwafion, Andin this manner is the irrefiftible authority
of that party naturally accounted for. But inconfiderately to flide into the opiniors of their
fuperiors, is not the only weaknefs of youth: They are as eager in adopting their very
prejudices.  Whatever therefore is unpalitable (o the inftru€tor, difgefls the pupil : And
hence the general difeffeem of the Church of England, and her imbecillity, in the eaftern
Colonies. To reafonings of this kind our epifcopalians arc extremely auentive, whken they
milizate againt Colleges in the hands of other {e@s; but to the fame crguments, levelled
againt their (cheme for a church College, they are incurably deaf: On the abcve reflefions,
is doubtlefls founded the difregard which notonly the epifcopalians among us, but alfo the
lovers of liberty, in a great meafure, entertain of thofe fchools of fciencqy Yet, with bis
difference, mu® their judgments, in this particdlar, be confidered : Our churchman exclaiaw
sgaintt the unequal diitribution of religious liberty in New- England, and confiders their Colleges
ss fo many nurleries of {piritual tyranny unjultly calculated toraile the diffenting intereft, and
deprefs his brethren. He riaeven make amerit of his love of liberty, tho’ his motives be
no other, than the difadvantages of his fet. Dut how monlroufly does he contradift his
principles, when he bawls and bullies, when he fwears and threatens for a party church
Collage in this province! What to him appears the height of oppreflior. in another fed, is
but a reafonable moderation in his own, And tho' he regards the pariiallity of the Neww
England and jer/fey Academies, as an unwarrantable impoflition on the Church of England,
and her votaries, he is ftaunch for the fame partiality in her favour in this province: But
what imputation lefs {evere, than that of an incorrigible blindne(s and infatustion, the condu:'
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of fuch churchmen deferver, let the impartial world determine, Influenced in this affair by ¢
generous difinterefied and unbounded luve tor mankind, the real freind of liberty, cqually
abhors the impufitions of every party ; aud fecls, with a fympatbeic bitiernefs, the boucuge
of a fellow weaute ot whaticever dencminaucn: INor dues he view that freedom which he
contends for, as bercEcial 10 this or that fect, but difiufive ¢f the moit ample joy unu hap..
pivets thio’ the whole buman fpecies. I o him muit thote aileniing Colleges te truly dupleating
1t their genius is too felith and houted 0 confiit with his exalted notions ot Libéry. ‘Lo
theretore be the tafk to inveigh againit all foragn acd intettive wvafions, of the nignts
and priviledges of human nature. bBut as 1o thele motters, let the bling, the oliltuate, ne
groveling, and inglorious bigot, be dumb as filewce itleit 5 Jeat by opening his moyih, ne
pronounte bis owa fhame. tor while he is infiting on the wjutiice of & pracuce N oue eil;
tow can he fupport in behalf of another, a claim, which it deicrinined in tneir 1avour, woud ve
produtive of meafures cqually unjuit ? If he thinks, that what is horribie #nu viciuus 1
u diflenter, can to a difinterefled fpettator, poflibly appear, comely and VIFIUOUS 10 & COUICHLUD,
then indeed is he mifiaken, Party-fpirit 1 an hedious tantom, equally asvuorrent to e peace
of man wherever ic refides. Nay, 10 extenfive is its empire, a5 (o encircic all deuvintuauoas
and diverfities. Or does he imagioe that the minds of all, but thofe ot s own periuihion, are
formed for fervitude and oppreffion? In this again, he is greadly deluded. ltis not our beug
a member of any fe& ; bat our blind unreafonable aitachment to it, that fits us for bondage.
Let ot therefore the flave to church party, complain of tue fpiritual eathraldom ot ais drewn cn
in the neighbouring. Colonies. Let him join with me, in expofing cvery attempt, to raife
a party college in this proviace.

SomE again pretead a neceffity of rearing a Seminary amoag?t us, tin@ured with fuch a Spirit,
to render it ufcful in oppofiag the prevailency ot the diienting intered, in the neigh-
bouring colonies ; and from thence conclade, we ought in this, to havz a church College.  but
how abfurd and irrational this! What, fhall the diifenters of all denomirations amang us, feel
the weight of crimes they have never committed; and fhail tiic fins of their brethren in Neav.
Ewgland be vifited upon them ! Were a whole family laid under the neceffity, of com-
peatating for the ill conduét of its members, all the ianocent part of mankind woul feel the
difmal confcquences, of a fupererrogation in vice. That the charch of England is deprefied in
one colany, is no reafon for her riding tritmphant in an3ther upon the neckw of thofe, who,
never in @ tne lealt, contributed to her depreflian. And yer, if like caufes are produélive of
fimilar effels, nothing lefs is intended by erelting a church College in this proviace, in order to
countervail the power of diflenters among our neighbours. If it be confidered that the balk of our
inhabitants confit of diflcnters, the claim in favour of an epifcopal accademy, wi.l be u con-
vincing proof, of the cxtravagant pretentions of bigotry, head ftrong and unbridled : To think
of converting into a political engine, what is by a vaft inijiricy, defigned for public utility, fa
indeed a peice of madnefs, that richly deferves Bedlam. But what charalers fhall we adapt
to the condut of thofe, who, tho' afmall minority, would cndeavour to accomplith fo ua-
righteous a defign, in order to opprefs, enflave and harrafs thofe, who beyond comparifon,
excced them in numbers? To afk fuch a preheminency in this province as a boon, requires
an abundant flock of affurance : But to claim it as a right, is the moft confumsmate degree of
infulence and effrontery.

So fully bent were the advocates for a party feminary, upon their darling defign, that they
boggled not at the moft dithonourable meafures to obtain and fecure it. At the expence of viriue
and in defiance of truth, they exerted their utmoft efforts, to debafe and dif| parage the College of
New-Jerfey. They thec v the reins upon the necks of their headlong paflions, and mifreprefenced
and vilifyed,with the m.oft unbounded licentioufnefs. Amidft numberlefs proots that mightbe aflign.
ed, it is fufficient to cite two paflaegs from the Mircury. In No, 43. I find a lester, pretended
to be written by a perfon in the intcreft of the College of Neav-Ter/iy, to his triend, which contains
this falle and fcandalous;calumny on the trufices of that feminary refiding inNemw-2or, ** As to the
* College fo long talked of at Niw-York, cur troftees and friends there, being fo numerous (having
* ingaged theDutch in our intereft) will always have it in their power to prevent its being built,"*
‘The other pafiage is extralled from a letter to the refletor publithed in the Merewry No. 69,

which
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which s the latt poblic attack wpon that Authas, aud jaimitably dolland Sepid ae itis, cah

bonit-ene of rincipal polidiclans i X N
hmdm‘lw;? .c.’:'no":gﬁ,‘, ?o,ﬁim o emigent flation, for s honoumble paacid, The Sandgr

.* ‘Tus goneral good of the eolony does no lavger appear to be the iniot of yeur yapas)
' but the advancing your own feét and party.  Halt thou once in all thy writigge taken patice
“ of fuch of thy countrymen as have folemnly ingaged aa trullyer, anc othagwage, te fappert
¢ and promote the colloge in a neighhouring colony, in'nppo;xion to oups ! Nothou baft
fot," Would not any one imagine upon reading thele extraddy, that fome perlapy,in shis proyingt:
had becoms truftees of the New- Jorfiy Callege, defignedly 10 oppple the founding of.ane bere ?
And can any thing be more falfe, infolent and cruel, thaa fuch an affertion b What other
tandaney can ft have, than ta rendar thofc gentlemen, obnoxioos ta the refentment , fufpigigns and
.~ Jealoafy of their countrymen ? Sueh is the matice and blindoels of pisty | Iwqu'd defire no osher

Sdvamtege Jor refating thelo catumniators, than the liberty of publithing the nymes of thofu
Eentlomen amang us, who are trultees of the Niw. Terf.y College, They are fo.weil known ta be
hearty lovers of their coanty, men of eflates, learring, feafe ard catholicifing that the bare
Mentionitig them woold pour contempt upen their enemicr. 'Fbey ave in flort what sruess
ofw College thould be, men of a liberal ecducation, Methinks were I 10,fet about the ungratetol
iafk of enlumnisring athers, | would, for the fake of my caule, if ) could not da it with truth, &
lnst 121ty with fo much ase, s not eafily to be deteftod. But it is fo peculiar to thele Merewrial
Scriblers, o want good heads as wel as hearts, 1hat there is fearce o fa they afigst, which it s
notin the pawer of moft readers to difprove,  Befides the ablurdity of (uppbﬁng any penclemen
of the charafters I have defcribed them to be, concorned in oppeling the defign of a College,
for the inflru@ting youth in the liberal ares ard flences in their own province, ard for the
Advagtage of their own ¢hild ren ; wha canbatieve that they fhould form themfelvas into a biody
for ghat purpofe, folong before our eftablitiment of one here, The Charter for the New- Jerfay
College pafféd the feals inthe Year 1747, snd the defign to which thefe trullees were
Privy, wag.in agiesrion aboet three years before. Wherean our effablihiment, if we have
say ot all, cannot be carried higher than the 34¢b day of Fuly, 17531 av uppears from the
words of the al, which in the 34, Seftion, apportioning the quantum of the fallaries of the
qficom, calls. them, afficers of the Seminary beveby inteaded 1o s sflablifbrd. They who wauld
bhave this believed of the New.Verfey truftees, fhould therefore firft prove them to be gified
with the fpirie of prophecy, asthcy had engaged in that College, long before one wgs thoujshe
of in this provinee,* :

TH trath is, and whoever is scquainted with thofe gendemen, will be conflrained to bel: wve,
theat they became truftees of the Nemv. Fer/cy College, without any party defign, anu witl. the
fole motive of londing their affiflance in the moft generous manner, to the extenfive proparation
of found literatare. Thelr views were not flinted with fome puny politiclans to little county

interefls, nor with foms, who think themfeives vaftly the fuperiors of the former, mersly
to tha limits of this province, and who are therefore eaten up with & comtra®ed seal, for its

contrafted affalr : Bat inflamed with an univerfal benevolence, con folting the we'fare and firength
of the britih nation, and efpecially thefe remnte parss of his MajeRly's domiaions, ingaged
for the general caufe of truth, and funfible of the vaf and extenfive advantape of rea’ Tearning,
in sdvancing haman falicity j they imbarked in that public.fpirited undertaking. Why in the
name of wander, thall aman be thought sn enemy to one College, for befriending another |

it imnofible to make s donation to the Univerfity at Cembridpe, but with & {pire of nppof -
499 10 that of Oxford ! But why fhould Iconfute fuch egregions nomfenle, fuch feufelefs end

abominable faftian] And yet it bas been, in one fenfe, the unhappy lot of the Ryfest,r, to
have only the venders ot fuch jargon for his opponents.-...For my part I revermee the maa,
“whofe cey wioas defigns extend 10 all mankind. .... Every aid he affords for thy promodon of
troe felence is a proof of his benevolence and catholicifm, to which no cont:alted fickler in
the politics of one fmall province can aver prevend.

Usagasonants hava boen the difputes sbout the religios worfhip in the College, -a-i
They have by one fide been handled with great jesloufy and ardovr, and as they were ane
cavfe of the delay of that importent afiair, Ieannot pafyther over in fileuce. By fome it Aay
been Grenworlly afimted, that the religious efsblihment of the church of Bngland ln':mh

"
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Briein extends (o the plantations, ard hence, according 1o the modern logic, of the feriblers
in the Mirenry ; It ls argued that the prayers of that Church, ought 1o be (he only forma-
lary of praper in the Coliege.--- 'I'his gave rife 10 the paper, in which 1 bave thewn the notion
of a religious Kfablithment in this province, to be & grouadlels pretence, Had I laboured
under s miRake, iochat capital articie, It became my adve~laries to buve undeccived me ; and
1 thould bave been glad to have feen my urguinents refuied. Fot without even attempting
this, they fupidiy continued, agrcuble to (ke general liream of their condudt, baraly (v afler it,
aud, what never lail'd 1o inipars llicogth (o thelr aflcruons, re'umu‘d their curies upon the
Refector. ‘The medel of wu unexcepionable prayer, which 1 cahibited, was not iniended as
derogatory of the bonour ot L CubiRoh prayer book 3 but defigned only to ‘4"9“ the
true intereit of the Accademy. ‘J o calculaie it tor the ufe of the Lolieg) whe anm{l Liturgy
mult pats under {tme alieraticas, utd 1eceive 1o incor ficeruble adeivons, Aund | mh.u that its
inrcdu@ion  will go near 1o fubvert the defign, i this can ba‘nndmd cvident, or -
even probable, ucthiake he ill deferves the name of 8 Pawiot, or well wither 10 the Lolto‘u
who would flickle for ti form ot 8 prayer, atthe expence of the abloiu.e tubym‘wn of fo
Jaudable an  uederaking, Let me for gace ke i« tor granted, that the fole View ol'iuni-
teting & public Seminary in this proviuce, is fur the geacral advuntage of all its Jhabitants,
That tis not fo f'renghicn and vgrandize, ary panicuige cligiows cenoniuulion, or pohitical
cabal, ‘That it is only tu infteuct our youth in the liberal asts ard fciences, ‘I hai the
childien of all piotefiants, at Dar'y are equally to Mare its  privileges and honours; and
that it is forever 10 be fupperted, us it kas been begun, with public movies. Is it not an
underisble confequence ol fu uictul and honourable an infliwution, that every thng relative
to its Governmert, Mould bLe dirc@ed and eflabliied in a correlponcence with.lucha dgﬁgm
and that o infik upon the introduCion uf what will be repugnant thereto, is contradittory
nod sburd?  Now unreafortble as the objeftions of the Prefbyicrians, Indepgndents, Quakers
and other Diffentcrs may be thought againft the Book of Commen Prayer ; nay, tho' I thould
sdmit that the Chureh of Knland is ellablithed in thiy colony, and that itis the right of that
C hurch to be the fuvereign aibiter in this affair, yet would it by no meass fallow, that the
Litergy onghtto be eluhlilied in the College. ‘I'he probability of its proving detrimental
10its interett, is with every impariial man, afufficient realon to exclude it ; and that fo it would
prove, is beyord doubt it being unqueRtionably true, that all the englith Diffeaters, 84 well a8
ducch Prefbyterians, doiafuct difsppiove the Common Frayers, and that they conftiiute at-
leatt nive tenths of the inhsl i:ants of our province. Hence the popular averfion to & Seminary
vhiog thote Prayers, will be receffarily raifed!  The inevitable confiquence of which will
be, (o finall & number of Students, that pethaps we may, after its conllitution, be under the
nceellity of paffing a Law, to compel the education of youth, or reftri them from gecting it
in any other province, ‘lhe objcdlions againR the Liturgy it is faid are ridiculous: For
argument fake I will wdmit it ‘I'he prayers are cxcellent, and the language, for the time
‘they were drawn up, Nrong and elegant. Put the truth of the fad, is the fols thing to be
‘canfidered 3 and weuld not the perfons who, rather than fubmit to any other form of prayer,
equally good, and thereby facrifice the praiperity of the College, and peace of the province,
be slike ridiculous, alike bigots, nnd befides virtually cremies both to the College and the
Colony ?

1 Have alfo beard it objefted, that differters of all denominations, would as little approve
any othet forms of prayer, ssthofe of the Church of England, --.- For my part, I do mot
thiok any Diffenters, not even the Quukers, (who ot all Chriltians are the moft averfe 10
rites and ‘ceremonies) however warmly they might oppofe forms in church.worlhip, ‘would
carry their averfion fo far, as meerly bn account of s formof prayer inihe College, to deny
their children the meann of education, With refpedt to the Prefbyteriam, they all have forms,
elpecially for covensnt aéls 3 usin Baptifm, the Sscramont of the Lord's Supper, Mmia'ﬂ,
Ordinations, €9, The French ufe thelr formulery of public prayer sy Sunday. ‘I'he
Doich are Jefs attached to theirs, nor hre they tonflantly ‘uled; atcept by the lefs &illful *of
their Clergy. Befides, no prefbyterians can cordinlly scquiefce in the ceremonies in the Church
of England, wod efpecially the impefition of their forms, The Bnglith Prefbyerians have
moreover particular exceptions tothe Liturgy, Nor will the- generality of the Diffenters, ever
be brought to a bearty approbation ‘and Intourngement of our College, if the common Frayer
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Book is introduced for its religious worlhip :  And that this will.fatal]y. sfel thas Semianey,

‘twto me very appatent, For let us confider our fituation, At New.leww, 10 ths saltward,

the Qdllege is under tho government of congregationalille, Thedl! bulldiag was sredled in
16, Chelr Library is well chofen, and confiils of near three thoufand Volomes. They

have -beAdm, many coltly Inftroments, for mathematical and philofophical exporiments,
Notlong -fince they raifed a dplendid (1 dare nutfay a fuperb §) brick building at the
public expence, one ‘hundred fuct long, and forty feet decp, 1t ls under the guudim'ﬂxlp of
acollony, fully able, and warmly bemt upon its fupport and encoursgemwent- It bas a
Prefideat and turec Lcliows; and contained, for feveral yeurs paRt, about, one hundred
Students, It is now in & very flourithing condition, and under its prelent powerful pa:ronage,
mult continue ta flourith,  The Prefhyterians in Noav Fer /iy, have sa ample Chaner for ano-
ther; and are abuut ereing the Fabric. "Laeir Coilege han been opened feveral yoars pat,
confifts at prefent of threefcore Students; and to promote and exaic i, the managers ara
emulous and indefatigable, ‘I'hey “have amified by Lottery sad prefens, a fund of about
three thoulsnd pounds, befides a confiderable number of Books, It s but lacely they prevailed
upon the colony of Conneddicut, to prrmit them to rai'e by & Lottery, near 2000 £,

‘I'hey have slready feat two Genlemen to great Britain, to implore the affitance of the
Charch of Séotland, and the diffenters in ingland j and  will prodably receive latge bene-
‘fattions, as did the congregational Colleges in New-England, in their Infancy, even from
pubticfpirited  Gontlemen of the eltablithed Church in fouth Britsin, It sppears therefore
“highly probable, that the College of Niav- 7er/ey, will fuon be fufliciently epdowed ; and,
in procefs ‘of time, flouril as much as thatin New.Howm, Befec with tuch potent rivals,
and the generality of our own people, aficéled to the Govermmert of both; it highly be.
comes us, in good policy, to conflitute ours, on a bafis fufficiem!y generous to obviate all
the objetions, naturally arifig again a party College. Lefides, as the concurrencs of our
Affembly, is abfolutely neccffary for its endowment, und but few of the members are Church-
men, far will they be, from eflablithing an cpif:opal College:  Efpecially when it is confidered,
that the unavoidable canfequence of voting for fo injurious a projed, wi'l expofc them to
the refentment of their conllituents ; and throw the whole Province, into general canfufion,
difcontent sud animofity. There is one arzument for introducing the Church Forms, which
I thould wot have sttempted to expofe, did not every litile Bigot, hand it about, as of prodie
glous and ananfwersble weight. It isnothing lcfs, than that if our Accademy is fubjeled to
an epifcopal Governmen:, it will probably receive Jarge donations, from Gentlemen of the
eftablihed church in England, But what will a Seminary without Students, thovgh richly
endowed, avail us? Will a fumptuous cdifice, a copious I.ibrary, a vall spparatus of inflru.
menis, with & number of Officets, maintained ut the general charge of the colony, promote
the interet and welfire of is Iniabitants ; while they view it with indignation, and groan
under the Taxes impofed for its maintenance ! In (hort the general goad of the province,
mutt be fupremely confulted. Every thing repugnant to that, will inevitably prove detrimental
to the College, und is for that reafon undoubredly to be rejecied. The profperity of this
defign, depeads not on foreign aids, Weare ou:fclves {ufficlontly wealthy to (uppare it. Nor if
it is freely cooftituted, will it wunt a {upport, And why fuch a conRitution, would not be
encouraged by charitable donations beyoid a contralted party one, is to me utterly ‘incom.
prehenfible. To the latter indoed, the bigots of the fame parly may centsibute, but all
other perfwafions will refufe it their munificence; while the capacious and ample conftita.
tion I have recommended, is open to the Benefallions of all feéts, and will be the poculiar
pupil, of men of fenfe and freedom, in every pant of the warld, (Gentlemen of difinguited
charalters and polite nurture, are, among all perfwafions, intirely umtainted with the litde
bigotry and party.fpirit, fo peculiar to wesk minds and the populace. And from fach ic is,
that we have reafon to expelt the largelt donations. The principal pstrons of the congre-
gational Colleges st Cambrisge und New.Hawen, wese members of she church of Rogland,
Amang thols of the former, [ find St. Jobn Maynard, Mr, Gair, tcllow of Magdalese Collepe
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Owfird, M. Wharns, amember of Parlisment and brother to the Marquifs of Wiarten, a0l
even 8r, Kemeim Dighy, & Roman Catholic, And among thofe of the lauer, general Necholyon,
St, Jfaac Newton, Bt Rickara Biackmare, bt Richard Stecdy Dr, Barmat, De. Worencand,
:Dr. Hatly, Dr. Bemtly, Dr. Keanat, Dr. Lawares, M, I bipion, aud the late bithop ot Ligyne,
whofe fingls prefent m Books of 1coo Vol. {260 of wich are in folio) are vaued at
400 £.'lleiling, befides & confiderable landed eitaie at Rboae- Yfiamd, 3t therciore the lefs
liberal prineipies of thole Seminaries, was not an objetlion, fuflicient to relteain the liberality
of thofs Gentiemen, who wers of quite difierent pertualions, fusely the catholicitm of ours,
will mekeit the (ubjact of the mult exuberant bounty of alifetr,

£ CLaiM & night 1o deteét every dkcheme thac tends (0 the elevauon ol onc fe&, upon the
uirs of another, Such was that put in practice, by the vigoruus auvocares tor mgh C hurch
when the propriety of iniroducing 8o enghih Minitter, inwo one ot the dutch Chutches vt thi
City, sflorded macter of public converfaiiou aid enquisy. ‘I'he wiflble decay 10 wiuch thole
Lhurches, no Jefs vencrable for their purity in doctrine, difciphine and woulkip j tuan thew
antiquity In this province, were fubjeét, railed the molt  conunieraing icaumcnty, in  the
breait of every lover of virtue and trus religiou. T heir once crowded Alicmblics, now fcarcely
exiftud, fave in the fad rememberance of their primitive glory: ‘I'heir youth, torgeiung the
religion of their srceftors, wandered o fcarch of new petfwafions 3 sad the moit diugent
labours of thofe who were fet over them, proved incfieciual, to attach them to the profeivon,
in which they were oducated, ‘Thele irdeed were circumftances, wotul and diltreting ! 4 his
a flate boding rathing lefs than a final, tho' gradual diffolution! Nor unknowa was the
caule of this melancholly declenfion, Incll the britith Colonies, as the knawledge of the
engliffe tongue mult neceflarily endure, and inflead of declining, will nawrally becvme more
porfet and improved ; fo every foreign Language, however generally praétiled snd underitood
tor & time, mutt, at lergth, e negle@ed ard forgotten, ‘Thus it is with he dutch tengue
witich, tho' once the ccmmon diale® of this province, is now fcarcely underflood, except
by its more ancient inhabitants, It has wlio bLeen obferved, that the Churches have kept
exalt pace with the langusge, in its retragrade Mate: So that there is no room to doube
the decay of the former, was caufed by the difufe of the lstter ; and that both the one
acd the other, will in procefs of time, fink into perfet oblivion. To retain the ufe of the
dutch Language, the greatelt pains havenot beecn wanting, They have had well regulated
free fchools, richly fopporid by their Churches ; and yet maugre their utmoft efforts, parents
have found It in a great cegrec impofiible to tranfmic it, to their children. Whence it is
generally leared, that the very nexi Generation will {carce furnifh one perfon in this city,
‘except their Clergy, well acquainted wich that tongue. To prevent therefore the rain of
the dutch Churches, common feafe pointed out the ablolute neceflicy, of difuniting them from
the Langunpe, by tranflating their public alts of devotion, and worthip into englith 4 or the
fpeedy intrnduflion of the prefent tranilations now ufed, by feveral of their Churches in
Helland, Nothing being more certain, than that the celebration of divine fervice in an un.
known tengue, would, in a proteftant country, prove as difgufiful, as it would be unprofi-
nble, I fhould bave imugined, that nothing could be objected to the immediate execution,
of fo necoffary and obvious an expedicst, No fooner however was it propofed, then the
ficklers for high-church, railed a geaeral cry upon the oceafion,
were the arts aled by them, to diicredit the propofal.  Recourfe was had to their old
predlics, of reviling and calumniating the Prefhyterians; who were charged. with a defign no
Je(v wioked then falfe, and impofiible, ot fcizlog the dutch Churches, and converting them,
-and their congregations, to their own ufe. Nay, fo fathionable was the pradtice of faliélying
for the Charch, that with an affurance unparallel'd, the dutch were teld to their Faces,
that they were not Prefbyterians. The effrontery with which the affertion was repested,
preffed conviion upen the ignorant, Whence it is common to hear the more illjterate mem-
bers of the dutch congregation difown themielves to bu Prefbyterians, and even infift on theie
being Epifcopalians. Thele srtifices were ingeniouly dete@ed by Pbile Refleter j whofe
remarks on this fubjedt, compelled thofe high-flyers to play adifferent gime. Afhatned to
perfitt any lenger in . obtroding fo flagrant a fulfehood, and bent upon fupporting & wall of
partision betwoem the englifh and dutch Prefbyterians  they sv confidently denied the former -
% be fach, as they have for thirty yesrs palt impudemtly abufed them upder that name.--
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Not to dwell upon the thocking wickednefs, and sbfurdity of fuch acondull ; who cannet
Jeo thax the grand defign, wai to prevent the introdudtion of the englih Tongue iato the
dateh Charches'; leat tho dilcrimninating badge wich the vuigar, the difference of lasgoages,
being vomoved, a coalitioh might enfuc, and Prefbyzerianifm by that means be frengthened
and fupported; while the augméntation of the Bnglis by profelytes from the Lavch chusch,
would be in a great degree inerrupted. How inconfillent this with the gofpel difpanfation?
How much efiranged from the prattice of chriflian charity, w0 thofe, who infiead of pro-
mating a harmony between filter churches, would endeavour ta prevent it, even at the ezpesce
of the inal defirution of one! Had they ro finifter views, furwould they be trom cudeavour-
ing the ruinof a Chritian Church, found in the fsith, ecilying in its woillip, aed well
policied in its Government. But fo determired are they on advancing the ingereit of thaic
owa party, that to accomplith the downfal of the dutch Congregations, it weuld tw tlem be
a trifling peccadillo, could they by that mcans, fecure the grand ot j:@t of their withes.

From the extin®ion of thofe Chuiches in this City, they had alfo reafun 10 exped@ a
confiderable addition to their own, Whuever is modith, captivates juvenile widediunsings 3
and the Church of finglard, might fcr chac reafon, expedt a further accefiion of the duch
youth, ‘The Qicklers for the hierarchy, do rot value themilelves irore upon their orthedoxy,
than the fathionablencls of ticie profeflion ; ard futing themfelves up for pateras of trae
tafte in religion, they would doubtlels glesn all thofe among thic dutch, wiho sre foud of
being reckoned, among the beau monde. Dut after al!, what great rezion have the forious
pare of the dutch Congregations, 10 confide in the friendip of thole, who thus antu'ly
‘endeavour to difperfe and diminith them ! What opinion can they entertuin, of the hocely
¢f men j who to prevent their coalition with a fiffer church, ure preling them oo w un-
wvoidable deftrution ?  Should the ufe of the dutch Luaguaye, be con.inuel, it would necud.
farily be produllive of the latter ; while the introduction cf the englith turgue, would have
ne tendency to terminate in the former. If there is no aflivity botween tbe cnglith sod
deweh Prefbyterians, this change can never effe@ the fo much-apprehended union 3 but would
rather give the Church of England an opportanity of encreafing her cumbers, by putting
in her claim of fitter-haod to the dutch Churches. This uflinity is a matter, that a costaia
&atleman in Black, bas, without blufhing, labourcd to perfuads the female past of the
daeh Congregation to believe, and doubilefs with that view. Bat is it not ealy to oblesw,
thet a greater ftrefs is laid upon the importance of continuing the ufe of the dawch Langaage,
than any Language can poflibly deferve? Wou'd the profeflion of the dutch Charch be lefs
osthodox, their worthip lefs editying, ard their diicipline lefs found, were their fervics performed
im Englith ? Or can the fame thoughts, which delivered in one Language, sre sceepiable 1o
the Almighty, difpleale him when expreflid in another i  The truth is, thole who oppofe the
. iowodutlion of the englith tongue into one of the dutch Churches, are conviaced thac the
diferent Languages, are ths only Criterin 10 diinguith them from each other ; aod this is
evdent from their fear, that the ufe of the fame tongue, will naturally produce sn usion,
Ber tho' this is far from being & neceiluy confequence s yet furely it cannot be fo defiru®ive
of @ interelt of the dutch Churches, to coalefce with & fed «ich whom they perfeflly agres
‘in moflrine, worthip, and Government ; as to follow the advice of thofe, who, by sedeavoerisg
to difusde them from introducing the ¢nglith language evidently meditate their diffolution,

Whar I have odvanced on this Topic, may perhaps be confidered 831 dufign to induce
a coalition, between the englith and duich Prefbyterians. But fo far am 1 from defiriog fech
an event, that | am convinced nothing can tend fo much to maintain vur freedem and in-
‘dependency in religion, ss our divifion into avaricty of fe&ls. My fole uim i, to make
all proteftant demominations, fupport a mutual harmony ; and not prefer the cortain ruin of
one, to the fear of its union with snother. '

Nzvaa was there fuch a conjun@ion of fcurrilous fcriblors, as difgorged thelr venom, in
the New-York Mercury. 'Twas to them s matter of perfa@ indifference, 0 write the truch,
“or circulate the moft notorious falfehoods. Nay, as tho' they imagined it'would not beafling
charaller, to convey reality, thro' the chunnel of that paper ; the resder is referred to the
before mentioned Preface of Phile Refielter, for & Catalogue of feventy fix Lies, invented and
publitbed by them, in lefsthan fix months ; fince which they have, I juppele, ot loat doubk:
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he aumber. At with fash calumniators, it is impoffible to carry on & - controverly ; fo i‘l it
&eossth the dignity of sn Author, ito vouchfafe them a ferious anfwer. Hence I have all
Aloag Jufiesed tham, 1o raar, and lie, and rave and flander, with the moft unrufled tranquillic
and {anercign dildala, lndeed to their very iniquities, am 1 beholden fcr a ufetul lefi
They hans taught me to prize, as a treafure incltimable, the coniolations arifing trom

. Mlirseny of & good confcience; which are not only able to ‘fupport, but to folace and
dolight, smidR 1ws vilek defamations and the rankeft ingratitude, |
But, a1 lomehave ill-requited and treated we with obioqoy; 'by many have I ‘beea ia.
comaged end applauded. 'S'he former 1 pity and forgive; as I thank and elleern the latter,
Nor will, §prelume, my correfpondents be difgufted, i, while 1 declare my felf affeéted
with the warmedt gratitude to them all, | remember the name of Suanzacu PLepiawvy,)
with psculiar yeneration, 1‘
BounpLuss snd uncontrouled, was the rancour that appear’d agaiatt the Prefbyterians:|

- They were branded with the moft opprobiows nams, vilityed in the moft feurriius term;,‘
- aad perfecuted with the mok vindi@ive fary : The divifion in their congregation, was nugnifycd,\
milseprelomed, and mede mater of triumph: Their clergy perfonally litelled, and mjurioufly

\

dofam'd : The principal members of cheir church in this city, trested as encmies to their country ; \ |

and the body of the people, as an infignificant rsbble. And yet this denomination, conflicutes |
the moft confiderable part of the province; and for enthakén loyalty to his Majsily, aod at- \
festion for our glorious confitution, may vie with any felt iathe nation,

Usoan seading all this fiery rage, that was fo plentifully vomited agsinft whole congrega:
tions of chrifians § the following queftions will naturally occur to the unprejudiced reader,...
Wjat provecation was given ! Wagathe RefisZler a preflyterian ! Or if he was, had all tle
people of that perluafion depated him, as their head aad vicegerent !  Did he defend prefby.

terianifm tothe eonfufinn of high.church ? The prevocation that was given, is hitnerto \

amonglt the arcana of nature. T'he Refieffor has declared himfelf attached to no denomination ;
and espre(ly wrote agnind prefhyterians, The moravians he has asexprefly viadicated, sgaintt
the alperfione of cheic enemics; by which he han fpiiled above fifty Sermons, that mighe
otherwilc have besn ended asthey were begun, with fenfe and moderation, And for thy
farther {atisfaélion, courteons Reader, he declares that Re neither is, nor ever -was artached
1> prefbyterianifin. T'o the trumperies of human, artificial, political and corporeal religions,
he is Rill lefs addi®ed : He hopes himfelf inthort to be, what no high-church-man as fuch ever was,
nor from the nature of the thing ean poflibly be; that is & chrillian. A party that waots
na eftablihment for it (upport; bac ever flourihed moft, whea it had eftablifiments to
encounter j 8nd ever decayed and lamguiled, when by the fecular arm, vindicated andag.
srandized. *
t In a very thort compals thall I commemorate the clamorous Trumpeters of the Coffee-H.ufe,
The critics of this clafs have given an irrefiftible proof, that the cefation of my weekiy labours,
is geeatly detrimental to the caufe of orthodoxy. For had the Refleior continued his (pecy.
fations & few months longer, he had beenin s fair way, of qualilying one half of the cablers
in town, for the office of Veftrymen. ‘

Urow his worthip asa geniieman of figna! renawn, I fhall beg leave to be a lile more prolix. I¢
is Mr, Addifon it I remember right, who fays that he admired an Author for fuch a temper of
mind, as enables him to bear undeferved reproach without refentment, more than for all the
wit, of any the fineft {atirical reply: In conformity to that celebrated genius,I thall evince miy-
felf fo far from an inclination of returning hisWorfhips afperity, withheat and virulence ; that I am
determined even to vindicate his lavdable, tho® perhaps miftaken zeal, from the cenfures that have
been pafled upon it, T had it feems unwarily Infinuated, that he had been in fome infances, aliitle
too remifs in the execution of his office ; which, after due confideration of his well-known
alivity forthe public good, muft have sppesred an impafiible fuppofition. For it muft be
ncknowledged, that when there sppesrs, throughout the whole courfe of 8 man's condut, &
fieady niformity in advancing the common weal ; and he is, in a fingle inflance, clearly
proved to be delinquent ; foch inflance is not to be believed in oppofition to the whole
corrent of his former demeanour ; becaofe that wouid be like crediting one witnefs in con.
adition to manifold and eccumulated evidence. My offence being thus clearly proved, hid
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refentment carnot be thought excefive. 'Tis true, the word Rafeal, is not quite fo courtly
n phrafe, as might have been expetted, froma gentleman of his delicacy, and refinement.
But ho wifely confidered, that was the language at Court, always adapted to the nature of
things; and Rri&ly delcriptive of all who frequent it, the term had long fince obtained a
currency, from the very propriety of dition. It happened, 4 own, fomewhat unfortunately,
that this emphatic epithct was not only beflowed on the Refector himfelf, but on two gen-
Memen by name ; who for any-thing appearing to & fuperficial thinker, might be very
innocent, amidit all that Writer's unparalelled enquunities, But this arifes fromn not adverting-
ta his worthip's reafoninz, which mult unavoidably flath convition, on the dullel underfianding s
and was comprized in the tullowing fyllogitic form.

FirsT and felt.evident principles, being in all fair ratjocination,  en for granted ; the
Indpendint Rofiedlor, muft, by way of pofulate, be admitted a Kafeal; and thea the
- Ayllogilm will sua thus, ~ :

Ewery man [ufpe®ed for the Independent Refluctor, ¢+ a Rafcal ;
Dur A, & B, lieunder that fufpicicn y  Tbe conclufion is apparent,

Nor can it be eflcemed an immoderate ardor, that he fhould afterwards recommend ic
to the Grand Jury, to indi€t for libelling, an author, who had already, been thus logically
conviled of Rafcality, The Lawyers irdeed, it is faid, maintain, that to cill' a man a
Rafea! is no flander ; whence they infer (I prefume they never pralife upon the inference)
that to be a Refeal, is no crime; for jo fuch cafe the words, if true, would fubje@ the
perfon {poken of to punihment, and thep the adticn muft neceflarily lie, the injury being
manifelt,--..... Hence one wou'd conclude, that what was not crimiral, could not be
the oljs& of an indi@ment. Dut as among courtiors, there are various kinds and degrees,
and fome are preferred for merit, and others for a jub; fome remarkable for the internal
coolnefs, and others for the exterior dimentions, of their heads ; fo amang Rafcals, there
may bea twofold divifion of Rafcals difpuaifiable, and Rafcals indi€lable. 1 a magitraze,
far inftance, hould fign a Muiter-roll by one half deficient of its compiin 2z, fuch a onz
I ke it, is & Rafcal dijpunifbable. But fhould another man prcfumc to relate the fact, him
I concieve & Rafeal indictabls, So thofe who about thie Year 1734, attempted to enflave
their country, are to be ranked with the Rafeals dispumitbable, RBut the poor Printer, who,
by alarming his fellow fubjedls, faved us from the meditated bondage, proved to be a Raycal
indiftable. Thus again, if a perfon fhould accept an office, afier previous promife to the
grantor to omit certain thinge, which by the nature cf the office, he was obliged to do; he
weuld fall within the meaning of a Raftal dijpurifiable,  But thould an honeft indigent
Cartman, endeavour to earn his bread on a papiftical holy-day ; I would call him a Rafeal
indiftable. Thefe examples [ think clearly fettle the diftin®ion ; and fthew that every Rafeal
is not to expe® impunity, barely becaule frme Rafealr claim an exemption from punithment,

Twue public was told by a foul inouth’d doygrel poetafler in the Mercury, that I fhould die
on the 3h, of Nowvember then nexc. FEeing doubtlefs no firanger to the meafures, which
had an‘ecedently been concerted with my Primter, he way enabled to prophefv, with great
confidence of fuccels. AsI am-determin'd never to deviste from the truth ; 1 mult own his
predittion, hath been punftually accomplithed. Nor thould I have regretted my exit, had [
been left ¢y die a natural death. But to be barbaroufly murdered, is enough to make a
Spirit grumble, even in the Elyfian fields. I have however one advantage, over the reft of
the dead. [ have robb'd the clergy of & funeral Sermon, by thus making and publithing
my own, There is another particular, in which I claim the fuperiority over my édretbren
defun.  They ftand no chance of leaving their graves, till the day of judgment ; while I
waitnothing but a fkiiful honett Primer, for a compleat and vigorous refurreétion,

Tue reafon of this preface’s sppearing {o long ater the difcontinuance of the Refrizer,
‘tis psrhaps, not improper, to lay before the reader, Having no profpedt of getting it pu-
blithed in this city, after fuch ample proofs cf the integrity of our Printers; I iiopt, for u
whi'e, all thoughts of the matter. But as my adverfaries, not content with their flagrene
onp effiin, began to vaunt of their tyrannical influence, I refo'ved to apply to Bofion or
Philanelphia. No oprortanity feafonably prefenting, I was difcouraged from any farther
attans:  Bat meciing at length with the prefent, I greedily embrac'd it, and
after finlhiag two theets, went on with e work, as the Printsr proceeded in the
imprefiion. Or
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Or what lervice were my weekly fpeculations, has been a trite quafiion among ty adverfaries]
who infinuate that they were productive of more pernicious, than {alutary confequerces, T heir
anonymow publication, gives mo an advantage of doing my felf jultice on thisoscafion § which
decency wouid have prevented, had the author diicovered himfelf. I could urge the example of
the fineit genius, the deepelt fcholar, politeft gentleman, and nioft eminent chrifian; the malice
of whoie enemies drove him into a neceflary felt.ccmmendaiion ; was it not the height of vanity
to name him with fo h umble an auilor as the Refieéer.  Not 10 mention feveral ufeful laws,
which have eicher pafled the legiilature, or been moved in the houfe of Reprefentatives, to which
my reflections gave rile, the rerormation in the roads and city watch, the akeration of the Excile
Law:, tue rvauction of copper hait peuce, and the diftufing a public ipirit among people of all
rauks asd cunaiionsy 'tis enough ihat | cun, in fome degree, boall the fubverfion, or atleaft
obttruction, of ihe hortible plot 1o ettablifh the party coiege above remembred, Nor much

intenior n the peafute 1 seccive, from conten.piating my infirumentality, in reftraining, or
debunaing the Lvergrown power of prieliciatt any bigotry, which had gencrally overipresa the

proviuce, aud grew caily more fallidious and rampait, And had not the tears of my enemies and
the 1pite ot maligrants, truflrated my defigns, by bereaving me of ihe libesty of the Frels; the
conunuance of my papers, had furnithed the public, with Mili fironger proofs of my unfeigned
love tor my country ; ard afforded me the fatisfallion of ferving it's intereft, by many ufsful

reflections ; as may sppear by the following Lift of fubjets, on which 1 had written, and intended
10 write, in their order.

No. LIII.

On the excellency of T'rials by Juries ; with the qualifications of jury men, and fome dire@i-
ons for the bester judging of written evidence, and the teftimony of witnefles.

No. L1V,

A Lsrran to the fpeaker of the general Affembly, onthe importance of a free College ; and
the ncc'cfﬁ:y of its immediate inftitution.

No, LV.

Ax enumeration of fundry articles, to be inferted in an a&, for the amendment of the law
in this colony. ‘

No. LVIL
FurThEr reafonings on credulity.

‘No. LVIIL, :
A DissgrvaTion on political trimmers ingeneral ; wiih an evolution of the little arts to
gein popularity, pralifed by thofe of this provirce in particulsy,
No. LVIIL

Remarxs onthe XXXIX Aricle of the inftrutions, to his Iste Excellercy Sir Danv;u
Osnorx,

No. LIX,
Tue natare, end, and effe@, of ecclefiaftical eftablithments.

. ‘ No. LX. ' ‘
Tue hiflory and origin of the religious eflablitiments in the City of Niw-Yer#, Weflckefer,
Quen's & Richmond County, |

No, LXI o
A Dusrray of the confequences of the eftsblihment in the feveral counties; with an
expoftulatory letier to the incumbents, proving their reception of the Tax, apply'd to,that

pu:pvf?.hom the Minifters and people of other congregations, to be not enly incorfiflent with
the fpirit of chrifliarity’; but even the principles of natural jultice,

: . N°o thlo .
:T'm feveral séla in fupport of the eftoblithment impardally confidered :  Their trde fenfe
l'dju":d: Avd ths arguments on which a late judicial decifion was gminded, copiovfly ex-
amived. e ' '

. . Na.~ LXIII
Tur Governor's right of induflion ; and the right of advowfon or prefentation in the people
freely and impartially confidered, : P Laidd

No,
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Ne. LX1V. \

Tur m‘ mnan abgnt the means Af evading she. ﬂ%ﬂmmm their legality, fairly

! od. a\
W P Ne. 1XX. a

A Sepoun (e hp fuar Gy af g thmdm thip provieoe.

Qr pq-(equmo s With 3 fnpcm& rlatian of ;he mqu&md ‘Ymit of she diffenters, agrinhthe
quaksns in New-Bngland. ‘ | :
No. LXVIi. |

Ax prgument praviog the fogiuty for 1be prapagatiop of the gofpe! in foreign parts,

walt grofly abuled, by the feuslpment of their mifiomaries amgngf Ubriffians iv the american
Rlansptions. .’T
No. LXVII: \

Tir tpal reiforls in the meamingtion and ondinatian of epifcopal miffionaries ; withlan idea or
chverific ot 4 gaod miflioanry. |

No. LXIX. '
A deteftian oF 30 malt egregious fa}inhends, in the accozats «uﬁmmd by the miffionaries to the
et
ey Na. LXX. \
Tur civil advantages arifing to the freach, from theic indian thiffionarigs,
|
Nn. LXXI. \
Tus importance of miflionari es among our indisre, religioafly aa?d pelmcday cpnlidered.
No. LXXII.

‘Tus necefiity and advantages of the fociety’s appointing lay- tsverfms of the condu& of
their miflionaries ; to tranfmit accounts of their ﬂawm and conduét, agreeable to truth, and
exempt from all priettly forgeries. ,
No. LXX]I]. \

A brief view of our public baildings ; with & panegysic on dc exquiliee talte nfpca ing
architefture,

No. LXX.iV
Or informations by the Attorney General ; with the nceeﬁity of an a&t of Afeably fcr their
reaulation snd refiraint. ‘

No. LXXV,

Ax dl'ay on the nature, relations, and nglm of colonies dmong the antignts.
No. LXXVI

Tus right of this colony to be reprefented in an affembly, or provincial parliament.
No. LXXVII.

T neceflity of an eflablithed colony-conftitation,
No. LXXVILI.

Reyuacrions on the extent of englith and britith a8s of Parligment.
No. LXXIX.

Tns equal rights of britith fubjeCts in the plantations, to the privileges epjoyed by their
follow fabjects in grest Beitain, sfibrted and vindicated.

No. LXXX.

Tus extent of the power of the legiflatares of the cplonies.

No' LXXXI,
Rauaggs on the giflative councily ip thy plantations.
Na. LXXXII.
Ts flavith and peflilent principles contsined ins pamphlet, entitled an ¢fay ow 1be Gecurnment
thy ealowjes, exominedl 93¢ refuind 1 with the peopsiety of calling the suthor to an apcquet,
lfm.s all the Afemblies on tha comtinest sand endesveuring to endermise the very
of our conftitution and Hbertiey,
No. LEKXIII.

O {vwdelie. "y
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‘ No. LXXXIV,
Tus dangerows effelts of an exorbitant popularity ; with refleétions on' tha wifdom of the
Ofiraci/m amonght the Greeks, during their democratical flate,
iy No. LXXXYV,
Tz extent of the northern limits of this province, argued againft tho encroachments of
the L'rench.
: No. LXXXVI,
A Duraw of the arguments in fupport of the claims of this colony to their Eaftern boundary,
againft the provinces of Neav-Hamp/bire, and the Mafachufes’s Bay.
No. LXXXVIL.

Tue importance of the indian interet and trade: ’The caufes of their decay, and the
means ol retrieving them.

No. LXXXVI!I,
Tus incredible villainies of ceclefiaflics.
No. LXXXIX,
Prosasie arguments that more lives arc deftroyed in this city, by pretended Phylicians,
than by all other cavics whatever.
No. XC,
On the defencelefs Rate of the city of Niw-York, arnd our frontiers ; and a plan exhibited
for the fortification of the former.
No. XCI.
ReriscTions on the dangerous vicinity of the French to the britith Plantations on the
coatinent ; and the neceffty of their coalition for the gencral fecurity of the ficnuerss
' No. XClI. -
Tur milchievous tendency of the condu@  of former Governonrs, in delepating their
power of appointing civil and military officers, to their creaiures in the counties.
No. XCIIIL

Tut necelity of Commiffioners in the cuuntics to take aflidavits, in caules depeading in
the fupream Court. ‘
No. XCIV.
Or the neceflary qoalifications of county-court Judges; aad the means of redrefiing
divens irregularities, practifed in the courts of commion pless.
No. XCV.
An antiparellel between the Apoftles, and their pretended fucceflors,
, No. XCVI.
Tuz expediency of a new-Jail, in the city of Neww.York, for fecuring criminuls, and the
relief of infolveat debtors.

No. XCVII,
On the fpirit of perfecutors ; and the rights and liberty of confcience. -
No. XCVIII,

Tht inconveniencies of the multiplicity of Market-houles in the city of Nwav-York, and

the advantages that would arife from & faithful difcharge of the duty of a Claik of the
Marksts, |

4

, No: XCIX.
Or our dife of public fpirit: Its beneficial influences in Philadelphia,

No. C.
A fcheme for ereling and fupporting a Light-Houfe.

No. Ci,
Tus mifchievous cqnfequencu of our luxurious importation of irdian and curepian geeds,

No. CII.
Or the Fathers.

No. CIII.

Craracrsristies of the qualifications of the truflees of the college, its Prefident, Pro.

feflors and Fellows.

No. C1V,
A Scuzus for the ealy maintensnce, and ad :
city of Now-Tork . 4 ’ vantageous imployment of the poor, in the

H NOo LVo
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No, CV, ‘
The aoaapl sonwention of she Preflyterians in provingial fynads, politically confideted.

No. LVI, ’
OsservaTions on the public Lamps.

No. ¢Vil,

AN examination of the judicial right of the King in privy council, to corre& the errors of, ard

receive appeals from, the courts of law in the piantakions,
No. LVALL

Or the importation of Negroes. '
. N00 C«lx;'
Rzruscrions.on the prefent flate of the churiercd colonies, and their right to the powen of
government, examinod by the geaius of the britifh conflitution.

These sre (ubje@s of great moment ; and wmany of them, might have proved of firgular
fervice to the proviace. But we have laicly gore into 8 fafhion nt only tor tysauts o eajaip,
and flaves o fubmit to. Ve do not examine public propotals, Ly the l"calon ot the tung
but.the perfons who make thcm. A mun of a gencrous, indepenacnt fpirit, tult be trowned
into filence, A flatterer, & minion, or a fycophant, is entiiled to a candid aud:eme._ Lvery
member of the community, according to our notable fyftem, hath no nght xo coutulc tae
interelt ot his country. Jcis his to approve, what is planned by proper authority. Or Mhe
determined to profper, let Lim fecretly communicate his lhoush'} W"hO‘e, who alore caa
give them a fuitable fanflion, Provided shey are elteemed the oviginal inventors, and carry off
the applaufe, it may fill fucceed : Without this, inevitable ruio auends the project,

For my part, I never wrote for fame. To me it is perfeclly indiderenc who plan, or
executes, or triumphs- I fludied the public wility, and had no privaie views, Lath aiother
make propofsls of the fame tendancy ; the country is ferved, withaut my trouble. I care not
who isthe doer, {othe thing be done. As the prefs thercfore has Leen fhat againft me ;
1fhould be glad to find the moft important of the alove topics, handled by thale, who
exercife fuch unprecedented dominion, over what ought to be equally common to every
fubje®. By this they would convince the confiderate part of mankind, that they had other
views, befides popularity and felf.interet. But while they can produce 00 inflance of their
promoting the public good ; nay, while like the dog in the manger, they will not fuffer
others t0 enjoy, what themfelves are unwilling to vfe ; they mu, in fpite of all their fub-
dolous artifices, and high-flown proteftations, appear 10 men of cool refletion, impucent
pretsuders to pacriotifm ; and irreconcileable foes to every iriter, who dares to publith his
fentiments, without adulation and fervility. ' y .

AwipsT this unparallel’d encroachment on the rights of englihmen ; it is rot, methinks,
beneath the ferious confideration of thofe few among us, who luve our glorious conflitution,
and @Rill retain the amiable fentimenty of libesty ; to concest soealures for procuring & printer,
who will neither be intimidated, nor purchafed, from publithing any thing, advancive of the
caufe of truth and the common wesl, confillent with Isw, aad replete with a fpirit inflexible,
aod never to be deterred. .

A MicuTy clamour was raifed againft me, under pretence that I trangrefled the bounds .of
my defign, in writing againft the Chprch of England, Of the fa'fity of this charge, whoever
reads my weekly produllions with av vnprejudiced misd, will be eafily convinced : Bygto
fay fomething in vindication ot my felf; I do declare that [ never wiote a fyllable with any
view, &f cenfuring the CRarch, ss {uch: I have anly espofed ber uoresfomable encroach-
ments. When one religious perfuafion, in defiance of the equal rights of the reft; and in
costrpdiQion to the plain diflates of lsw snd sealon, opeoly advance & claimy deftruclive of

"y e rights ; to fit as acalm snd unconcerned fpeftator, would, in & writer of my clafs,
" Bave beena treafonable neglelt of the intereft of the community. At this condul indeed
1 took ‘the “slarm : It was my duty, my bounden, my indifpenfible duty: Had not the
Church thought propsr to infit on the fole and exclufive fuperintendency of our future
Acidemy, my papers had, as to her, been filent as the grave. But when that unreafomble
cialm. was !oudly afferted, and, with aa unblufhing confidence, maintainod by almoft every
on of tha Chugch from the higheft to the Jowelt ; when their claiming it in her right, and

ar appataetint t0 hu privilegw, was a full removal of the objeftion, that it was pot .::‘i
ms
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wanded by her, but fomeof her members: And when Ler pretended title in chis-pasticulsr
was proclaimed atthe coraers of the ftrects, in taverns and coffes-honfes: What in the
vame of heaven, could probibit me, as a writer in the public caufs, to oppole the growing
evil, with & fpirit vigorous and undaunied! Mad I not withftoed the forrent of thar prevailiog
error, & nurlery of ipiritual tyranoy and party oppreflion, had perhaps ¢'er now, been rear'd
up in the midit of us: Rear'dup as a pet tothe community, and ever holile to that precious
equality, hitherto conllituting our feiicicy and luftre.---As the bane of focial happinefs, of
public glory, of heroic wirtue and independence of featiment.--.In & word, as eventually ruinous
to our ineitimable pievileges, as well ws prefagelul of perperual and ignominious impofition
on our pofterity. And had tuch a gloomy, fuch 8 jeluitical piojeét, besn carried into execution,
without my endeavours to repreis it ; thea beyond queltion would every unhappy fufterer,
bave had tufficient reafon to charge me with a regleét of my defign, in which [ declared,
I would,  be ever ready to deliver my fentiments, on the 2bufes snd encroachmeats of any
¢ fect of Chriltians, wun the treedoms and unconcerneuncss, becoming trath and indepen.
dency."

Nia is the above charge more falfe, than it is malicious. My papers have furnifhed the
clearelt evidcace, that 1 am no feRary. Whence it is ablurd to fuppole; 1 could have beeu
hueried by sa intemperate zeal, to fpealks c¢vil of any feft. lum a fincere profeflor of
the religion of Jrsus; and confider the teveral dittin®ions amanglt Pro:eitanis as more or
lefs couvenienr, but no ways edeatsl. For uns reaion 1 can cordially give them all,
the right haud of fellowfup, I am conviuced the bencvolent muthor of the gofpel difpen-
fation, never defigned that ihe triflipg peculiurities of any of his tollowers, thould render them
obnoxious to the rett, I have cherdtore an equal regard for all thofe, who in his pame,
worfip GOD in fpivit and in trath,

Yur thould 1 be fo wnlucky as 10 fee my profeflons of fiucerity, in this particular, con-
temred or difbelieved ; 1 flall notb: at & lofs to awribute itto the proper caufe. When private
views of smbitiun, and a luft for power, fliut the eyes of mens underitanding to every objeét,
that has not charms to captivate thole prevailing paffions ; the foul is lolt to all generous and de-
fufive funtimenis, Hence daubtlefls thofe who labaur for the public weal, mutt expedt to demeric
of fuch perfons, the utmodt dsteltation and abhorrence, Le it fo: I repive not at my fate: I
accoant it the greateflt of bleflings, to give thofe reafun to ha'e me, who hate their country,
“I'o encounter the uimoit rage of party ; to expole the fecret iniquities of pretended patriotifm ;
to firip ¢ the falfe cuvering of public virtue, from thofe, whofe hiearts fzel not the leaft warmth
in favour of their country j this, this is to me a crown, an immarcc@ble crown of Glory.,

Nay fo lictle do [ ettecrn their favour ; that I would rather {per.d one moment in the honeft
fervice of mankind, than bafk eternally in the finiles and furfhine, of dignified villainy, snd
felfinieret in office.

Lst not therefore thofe, who by the bafet arts have put & flop to my writings, think
they have fubdued my ipirit. In the caufeof virtue and in defence of liberty, it fhall continue
ftubborn and invincible. Let them racher remember, thac unlefs they join with me in afpiring
ufter the putlic good, they are /aying up wrath, aguinfl the day of «wrash, which isto come.
1 live in hopes to fee the time when a printer, may be found among us, warm with the love of
his country, a ftranger to fear, and to bribery incorruptibly blind. Till then I fhall continug
8 filent and vigilant fpeQtar- of their condult ; watching their fleps with an indefatigable
jealoufy, and prying ini. «ne fecret motives of their minuteft altions. Time snd flri& enquiry
will doubtlefs furnith me, with an abundant flock: of obfervations ; which, ss foon as the prefs is
open, 1 (hall deal out with su unfpating hand for the benefit of my countrymen, Never fhall 1 give
over my defign of farving the public, by freely communicating my fentiments, on perfons and
things. Andthat even my filence may be of general utility, I am preparing a Hiflory of this
province and it politics ; which 1 hope to have an opportunity of rrefenting to the world, whea

the prefe is reflored to its former hbarty, or I can make intereft to induce an honeft printer
to fettle amoogR us.

New-Zorky Janvar 100h 1753, ’ ’
o The Tndeperdeat defledtor,




