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Scriotts Considerations.,

Frrrow-Crr1zens,

THE time is drawing near, when you will
be called to give your voice in the ele&ion of a
Prefident. In the exercife of this important pri-
vilege, it will be granted, that great deliberation
is neceffary ; and that upon the choice of a fuitable
perfon depends, under Divine Providence, the prof-
perity of our nation. A few confiderations, there-
fore, will be received by you with candour, and al-
lowed all the weight to which you may think them
entitled. The writer of them has neither held, nor
does he expet ever to hold any office under govern-
ment ; he means not to be an advocate for any

particular man ; he 1s not altuated by a mere re-
gard to the political principles of any party ; but,
if his heart deceive him not, by a fincere defire
for the public welfare.
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It is well underflood that the Honorable
Thomas Jefferfon is a candidate for the Chief
Magiftracy of the United States, and that a number
of our citizens will give him all thar fupport. I
would not prefume to ditate to you who ought to

be Prefident, but entreat you to hear with patience
my reafons why be ought nat.

To the declarations of difintereftednefs and
fincerity already made, 1 thipk #t proper to add,
that I have no perfonal refentment whatever againit
Mr. Jefferfon, and that it is with pain I oppofe
him; that I never wasin his company, and would
hardly know him ; that I honor him as holding a
high office in government; that I admire his ta-
Jents, and feel grateful for the fervices which he
has been inftrumental in rendering to his country ;
and that my objetion to his being promoted to
the Prefidency 1’ founded fingly upon his ' difbelief
of the Holy Scriptures; or, in other words, his
rejetion of the Chritian Rebgion and opcn
profcflion of Dafm.

NoTWITHSTANDING the general chanéter I
Mr. Jefferfon, and the proofs of his Deiftical prip--
ciples which have been partly publifthed, at differ-
ent times, there are fome who ftill doubt; or, if
they admit the truth, are dlfpofed to fay that he ; 18
no worfe than his opponents. Whether he is
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- worfe or not will be fhown hereafter. -When the
{pirit of party is fo violent as we have feen itin
- this country, and the vileft calumnies have been
propagated refpeting the beft charaQers, it is not
furprifing that the reports which are circulated
fhould be received with caution, efpecially when
there is not ready accefs to the higheft and moft"
infallible fources of information. 1 fhall endeavour
in this addrefs, to prefent to your view the colle&t-
ive evidencé of Mr. Jefferfon’s principles as to
rehgm‘n and thow you why fach a mah ought not
to be honored and entrufted with the dffice of
chief magiftrate. This I hope to do principally
from Mr. Jefferfon’s own writings, and in fuck a
maaner that neither he or any of His friends fhall

be dble jultly to charge me twith the Teaft miﬁ‘c
pi-efentauon

. . BesipEs tbe pubhcauons acknowlsdged by a
man, fome dependence may be fairly placed upon
his general charater, and his converfation as reka
ted by men of intelligence and veracity, The
world 1s feldom miftaken as to a man’s talents and
moral principles ; and we fafely rely upon refpe&a-
ble teftimony. The avowal, therefore, of fenti-
ments in converfation which ‘thall-be related, cane
not be doubted, from the nature of the authority;
and our belief will be ftrengthened when this is
viewed in connetion with the written evidence.




In the work of Mr. Jefferfon, entitled ¢ Notes
 on the flate of Virginia,”' what he fays on the fiib-
je& of the delage, is aclear proof of his difrefpec
for divine revelation. He oppoles the opinion}
that the fhells found on thetops of high mountains
ought to be confidered as a proof of an univerfal
deluge. He endeavours to fhow, thatif the whole
contents of the atmofphere were water, the lands
could be overflowed to the height of 52+ feet only,
and that in Virginia this would be a very {mall
proportion even of the champaign country. He
rejels a fecond opinion, that ¢ the bed of the
¢ ocean, has, by fome great convulfion of nature,
¢“been heaved to the heights at which we now
«<-find fhells and other remains of marine animals.”’
He rejells likewife a third folution fuggefted by
Voltaire.—<¢ There is a wonder,”” fays Mr. Jeffer-
fon, ¢ fomewhere; is it greateft on this branch of
¢ the dilemma, on that which fuppofes the exift-
“ ence of a power, of which we have no evidence
¢ in any other cafe ; or on the firft, which requires
“ us to believe the creation of a body of water,
“and 1its fubfequent ammhilation? The three
““ hypothefes are equally unfatisfaGory, and . we
“ muft be contented to acknowledge, that this
¢ great phaxnomenon i1s as yet unfolved. Igno-
“ rance- 15 preferable to error ; and heis lefs
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*.remote from the truth who beheves nothmg,
‘¢ than he who believes what is wrong,”*

Let 1t be remarked here, that could Mr.
Jefferfon found, what he thought evidence, that
the waters had ever covered the higheft mountains,
he would have admitted that folution as to the
fhells ; but he attempts to thow the unprobablhty |
of fuch a quantity of water being produced, and
qénfequently difcredits the facred hiftory. The
account given by the infpired writer, is,  All
¢ the fountains of the great deep were broken up,
“ and the windows of heaven were opened, and
¢ the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty
“ mights. And the waters prevailed exceedingly
‘“ upon the earth ; and all the bigh hills that were.

¢ ynder the whole beaven were covered. Fif teen
¢ cubits upwards did the warters prevail; and
“ the mountains were covered.”’t Mofes mentions
two caufes of the deluge ; the fountains of, the great
decp were broken up, and the windows of Eeayfn

® Page 28,to p. 31—The edition which I useis that rmtcﬂ
in Philadelphia, 1788. Mr. Jcﬁ'crson has published,’ so la.tmai‘

the present ycar, an appendix to this work; but it relates.
whally to the murder of Logan’s family. Thcre s not a ree

traction of,. oreven an apology for any of his scatiucnts, shopgh
he knoys thcy have been rcpcatcdly censureds



were opencd ; but Mr. Jefferfon does hot fo much
as name this old philofopher, while he indireétly
denies the falls, or, like other infidels, cannot
ftill get water enough to cover the mountains.
Even a mjracle is not fofficient with him, or rather
his faith is too weak to receive & miracle. Requires
%s, {ays he, to believe the creation of a body of water
end its fubfequent annihilation. He is at liberty to
philofophize if he pleafes, on the caufes of the
deluge; it is not my bufinefs at prefent (and I
beg that it may be remembered) to refute his
principles ; but only to fhow their inconfiftency
with the Holy Scriptures. 1am not called then
to controvert his pofitions, that ignorance is pre-
ferable to error, and that beis lefs remote from the
truth who believes nothing, than be who believes
what is wrong ; butl will be permitted to fay, that
it is fafeft for him to believe the Mofaic account
of the deluge, though he fhould never find out a°
fatisfatory folution ; yea, though he fhould adopt

a wrong one.

AGAIN, upon the queftion, Whence the firft
mhabitants of America originated ? Mr. Jefferfon
is of opinion, that there are among the Indians a
great variety of languages radically different, and
from this circumftance, he argues the impoflibility
of their having emigrated from Afia, His words
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ate,- ¢ Arranging them under the radical ones to
¢¢ which they may be palpably traced, and doing
¢ the fame by thofe of thered men of Afia, there
*¢ will be found probably, twenty in America, for
“ one in Afia, of thofe radical languages, fo called,
¢ hecaufe if they were ever the fame, they have
¢¢ loft all refemblance to one another. A fepara-
¢ tion into diale&ts may be the work of a few ages
“ only, but for two dialets to recede from one
‘¢ another tll they have loft all veftiges of their
¢¢ common origin, muft require an immenfe courfe
 of ame ; perhaps not leis than many people give

% to the age of the carth. A greater number of
¢ thofe radical changes of language having taken

¢ place among the red men of America, proves
*¢ them of greater antiquity than thofe of Afia.”’*
I will not afk him here, what time e gives to the
age of the earth? Whether he believes the fcrip-
ture chronology ? Or, whether he believes the
earth to be fourteen thoufand years old, judging
by the lavas in the neighbourhood of Mount Etna ¢

Whether he depends moft on the authority of
Mofes, or of Canonico Recupero?t. What I with

i iese

* Page 108. |

t This man has been engaged in writing the history of
Mount Etna. He has discovered a lava which, he says, must
have flowed from the mountain at least fourteen thousand. yeats
3go. The Bishop of the Diocese advised him tb take care-not

to make his mountain older than Moses, I bave not heard the
318518,

B
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to be remarked is, that if the Indians did not em:-
grate from Afia, and are even of greater antiquity
than the Afiatics, then the cpinion is infiruated
that they are a difint race of men originally cre-
ated and placed in America, contrary to the facred
hiftory that all mankind bave defcended from a
{ingle pair. This was the opinion of Lord Kames,
and is fupported by the fame argument of a variety
of languages, in his Skctches of the hiftory of
Man.* ‘Lhis 1s evidently the opmion of Mr. Jef.
ferfon; an opinion repugnant to f{acred hiftory, to
tie exprefs deciaration of the apoftle, that ¢ God
“ hath made of one blood all nations of men for
¢ to dwell on all the face of the earth,”” and firik-
ing at theroot of the plan of {alvation revealed in
the gofpel.  To whom is the gofpel to be preached ?
To the pofterity of Adam cnly. To thofe of whom
Adam was the natural and federal head. Salvation
15 purchafed. ard can beotfered to no other race.
‘“ As in Adam all die, even fo in Chrift fhall all be
“ mace alive. 'The firft man Adam was made a
* living foul, the lalt Adam was made a quicken-
“wg fpint.’t

# Gee 2n excellent Ess sav on the causes of the xanetv of

compleacon and fiure in the human species. To which are added,
Suictereson Lord Kames' discourse on the original diversity of
mankind, By the Rev. Dr, Samuel S, Smith.  This work has
yusly acquired reputation in America and Europe, and basbeen
translated 1nto sevensl languages,

T 1 Cone Xve 20y 43,
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Everv doubt will be removed as to the fenti-
ment of Mr. Jefterfon, when we confider what he’
aflerts more plainly refpefting the negroes.  After
mentioning fome diftinttions between them 4nd the
white people, he fays, ¢ There are other phyficaF
“ diltintions proving a difference of race” He
makes the blacks inferior to the whites in reafon
and imagination. He profefles to take his exams-
ples not in Africa, but among the blacks born in
this country, and who have enjoyed confiderablé
advantages. He denies ¢ that ther inferiority is
 the effect merely of their condition of life ;"* fays,
that they improve by mixture with the whites;
compares them with the Roman flaves who excel-
led in arts and {cience, but why < were of the
 race of whites ;" and after a long difcuffion of
the fubjet, concludes in this fingular manner.
“ [ advance it therefore as a fufpicion only, that
“ the blacks, whether originally a ditiné&t race, or
* made diftin® by time and circumftances, are
t inferior to the whites in the endowments both of
““ body and mind. It is not againft experience to
‘“ fuppofe, that different f{pecies of the fame
““ genus, or varieties of the fame fpecies, may pof-
“ {efs different qualifications. Wil not a lover of
‘‘ natural hiftory then, one who views the grada.
“ tions in all the races of animals with the eye of
““ philofophy, excufe an efforf to Kcép thofe i the
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ot Wofmadiﬁinﬁamvﬁthm-
‘!‘e;lthemi’” , |

Cax any man now doubt of Mr. Jefferfon’s
real opinion, and of that opinion beipg diredly
oppofite to divine revelation ¢ In his cenclufion
he betrays, like a true infidel, an inconfiftency
with himfelf. Having laboured to point out phy-
fical and moral diftinttions between the Whites
and the Blacks, he advances it at laft “ as a
“ fylpician only,” that the latter were inferior to
the former; having exprefsly afferted, that the
diftin&ions mentioned, * prove a difference of race,’
now he modeftly conveys the doubt, ¢ whether
¢ originally a diftin& race, or made diftinét by
¢ ume and circumfitances.”” Would a man who
belicves in a divine revelation even hint a fuipicion
of this kind? The laft {entence, however, though
curious, 1s clear enough asto Mr. Jefferfon’s real
fentiment. It feems that he views bis dicuflion as
¢¢ an effort to keep thofe in the department of man
¢« as diftint as nature has formed them,” and he
prays to be excufed. . Obferve that he pleads only
for a department, a diftinét one. Will the philofo-
pher promife, if we indulge him, not to ufe his
arguments hereafter in favor of theOurang Outang?

anrusgite—

_ * Page 147 to0 p. 154,
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Will he engage ot to trouble ts, "by the vaiietics:
of colour, fhape, and fize, to fit up numerous
other departments? The matter is too ferious to
jelk- with. Sir, we excufe. you not! You have
degraded the blacks from the rank which God
hath given them in the fcale of being! You have
advanced the ftrongeft argument for their ftate of
flavery ! You have infulted human nature! You
have contemned the word of truth and the mean
of falvation! And, whether you will excufe us or

not, we exclude you, in your prefent bel?ef;‘frqm
any department among Chriftians!

THoucH the fentiment of Mr. Jefferfon is
evident enough to every attentive reader, yet it
may not be amifs to know the light in which it is
underftood in Europe. The Monthly Reviewers
in London, in reviewing his Notes, fay, ¢ Itis
¢¢ obfervable, that the Virginians, foon after the
¢¢ affertion of Independence, appointed a committee
¢ to revife their code of laws, and though the
‘¢ emancipation of negroe flaves, entered into the
¢¢ plan of reformation, yet the idea of their being
¢ an inferior fpecies of the human genus, govern-
¢ ed their regulations.” After quoting the whole
paffage refpe&ing the Blacks, they add, «“We recol-

¢ le@t a traltrelating tothe fugar trade, writtenin the
“ pame of John Gardner Kemys, efq. 2 Jamajca
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“ plaster, in which the fatme mgument wes x>
¢ sexitted, by an appeal to fafls,: 1o connolmy: the:
¢ aegrocs with the Ourang Outamg:’**:- This latterv
writer emdeavoured “'to prove ‘tirat many/hégroes;
¢ are conneled in blood with the Ourang Outang,

‘.- and thut the impertation of themn contributed: to

“ humanize the dedcendants of bretes.” + '

Urow a plan propofed for the infticunion of
fchools in the ftate of Virginia, Mr. Jofferfon fays,:
. “sInflead of putting the Bible and Teltansent invo
¢ the hands of children, at am age ‘when'their:
“ judgments are not fufficiently matured for religi-
“¢ ous inquiries, their memories may here be fored
¢ with the moft uleful falls from Grecian, Roman,*
‘ European and American hiftory. The firfl
¢ vlemsents of morality too may be inftilled into
¢ thety minds ; fuch as, when farther developed-
“at their judgments advance in ftrength, may
‘¢ seach them how to work out their own greateft
‘¢ happigefs, &¢.’{ He mentions the Bible atlait ;

* Vol. 78, p. 379.

t I justice to Mr. Jeflerson, it must be said that be is an.
advocate for theemancipation of the blacks; though unhappily,

he.Jenxy xaised one of the greatest obstackes, by debying them to:
b the samc species with the whites,

.- .. § Page 152,
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for what.purpofe Is eafily feen.  VWhen the debigé
and: the: origin of theblacks are under: diferiffion
we do not hear’a word about it. Mofes is wmd
as urhﬂlomn utﬁcrly vaworthy of hu notice.:

4y

‘- * t T ' -

{ BAVE: heud objeClions made to. the MIe a8
a {chool-book, but never for the ealon horegiven:
A large part of the Bible confifts of hiftory, or is
a relation of fafls; and one would think tHat the
minds of children are as equal to thefé as to any
other ; and that they would be more ufeful to them
than the falls contained in profane hiftory. The
Bible is the moft ancient, and the only authentic
hiftory in the world. '~ Mr. Jefferfon admits that
¢ the firlt elements of morality may be inflilled
¢ into the minds of children.”” Why not the firit
elements of religion, which are the foundatian of
all found morality ? Are the minds of children sa-
tured for the one, and not for the other? He has
not ¢old us when it is proper to teach them a little
religion ; afid how we may prevént, in the mean
time, irreligious principles. Indeed we hear no
mot e about religion or the bible ; nor does he think
it neceffary, for thele elements of morality my

teach them bow to wirk out theif own greateff bape

pinefs. I this be not a deiftical educanon, Ikmw
not whatis. Had he prized the bt and been

propeily acquainted Wwith its contents, he would




16

Rave known that the falls related in that book are
the molt ancient, the moft authentic, the moft in-
terefling, and the moft ufeful in the world; that
they are above all others level to the capacities of
~uildren, calculated to imprefs their tender minds,

and form them to live to God, to their counfry,
and to themielves.

ArTer what has been produced, who can
refule his belief of what I fhall now relate ? When
the late Rev. Dr. John B. Smith refided in Virgi-
nia, the famous Mazzr1 happened one night to
be his gueft. Dr. Smith having, as ufual, affem.
bled his family for their evening devotions, the
circumitance occafioned fome difcourfe on religion,
in which the Italian made no fecret of his infidel
principles. In the courfe of converfation he re.
marked to Dr. Smith, ¢ Why, your great philo-
“ fopher and ftatefman, Mr. Jefferfon, is rather
“ farther gone in infidelity than I am;” and
related, in confirmation, the following anecdote ;
that as he was once riding with Mr. Jefferfon, he
exprefled his ¢ furprife that the people of this
‘country take no better care of their public
“ buildings.” ¢ What buildings " exclaimed
Mr. Jefferfon. * Is not that a church?”’ replied
he, pointiug toa decayed edifice. * Yes,”” anfwer-
ed Mr. Jefterfon. ¢ 1 am aftonithed,” faid the
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other, * that they permit it to be in fo ruinoys §
€< copdi;iqm.” 4 b ;_‘ xM em ’n rchincd wr
Jefferfon, “¢ for bim that was born in a manger ! !”
Such a contemptuous fling at the bleffled Jefus,
could iffue from the lips of no other thag a dg;dp
foe tp his name and his canfe.*

THERE is another paflage in Mr. Jefferfon’s
Notes which requires the moft ferious attention.
In fhowing that civil rulers ought not to interfere
with the rights of confcience, and that the legit_im_ate
powers of government extend to fuch als only as
are injurious to others, he fays, ¢ It does me no in-
¢ jury formy neighbourtofay there are twenty gods,
“or no god. It neither picks my pocket, nor
“ breaks my leg.”’t The whole paffage is written
with a great degree of fpinit. It is remarkable for
that concifenefs, perfpicuity and force which cha-
ralerize the ftyle of Mr. Jefferfon. Some have
ventured, from the words I have quoted, to bring

W

¢ This story I had from Dr. Smith more than once, a:d
he 10ld % t9, 4 kaow yot how many. 1 applied to one geptle-
mar, who Lknew had heard 1t from Dr. Snith, and we agreed
in the relation. There i mo posibility of comradiling R,
epcept by the impsobable supposition shat Mpapei tpld o gomy-
ught falsebood. D Smith was one of the most faithful,
zealons, and successful mimisters in ofl this cousitry, Fis

megwry wall lang be procigus o thosc whe lpew R -
t Page 169, o
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tngh ¢hargie; and it becomes s carefully 4 exdmine
the greund ‘upon which it réfts. 'nmugb “ithe
words themfelves, their conne@ion, and the’ defign
for which they are inttoduced ‘may bé- i‘nfuﬂuent
to fupport it, yet there are conturrent ditcamfidh-
ces to betaken mto confideration, and which will
ﬁx at lealt 2 fdpnmn Thefe circamftances ate,
the general difregard of religious things, the affoci-
ates at home and correfpondents .abroad and the
principles maintained in converfation. “With thefe
things I am not fo well acquainted a§ many. I
fhall only mention what paffed in.converfation be-
tween Mr. Jefferfon arid a gentleman ofdi{hngm’[h-
ed talents and fervices, on the neceflity of religion
to government. ~ The gentleman infifted that fome
religious faith and inftitutions of worthip, claiming
a divine ongln, wete neceflary tothe orderand peace
of fociety. Mr. Jefferfon faid that he differed mdely
from him, and‘that «'he withed to fee 2  govern-
¢ ment in which no religious opinions were held,

“¢ and where the fecunity for property and focial
<¢ order refted entirely upon the force of the laws.”

‘Would not this be a nation of Atheifts?' Is it not
‘natural, after the free declaration of fech a fenti-
" ment, to Tufpet the man himfelf of Athelfm? Could
" one whois imprefled with the exiftence of a God,
the Creator, Preferver, and Governor of all things,
to whom we are under alaw and accountable ; and
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sie infgpasable conneltion of this -truth with the.
foqab qrqcr and the .eternal hagpmefs of mank,}ndp__
exprefa hlmfelfm thl,s manner ?

’ ;mena the moﬁ favorable con&rg&mn upog'

tha,wg;dﬁ D th: Notes, they are extremely repre-
henfible. Does not: the belief influence the prac-.

tice? How tbcn.can it bs a matser of:indifference.
what a man. believes?. The. do&rmf.: that a'man S,
hfe may. be good, let his. faith be what it may, 1s
contradifory to reafon and thaexpprnenmof Aan- -
kind.. It i3 true that a mere opinion of my nelgh-
bour will do me no injury, Government i:annot
r,egulate. or.punifh it.. Fheright of anatre opinion
is mahenablc But let my neighbour once per-
fuade himfelf that there is no God, and he will foon
pick my pocket, and break not only my Jg but’
my neck.. 1f there be no God; there is,no law;
no future account ; gavernment then. is the ordi-,
pance of man only, and we cannot befnb_]e& for.
qonfaence fake.. No colours can paint the horrids
effects of fuch 3 principle, and the deluge of mife-,
mes with rwhmh it.would overwhelm; the human.,
Lace.. S . e .

»r

~ How. ﬂ:rongly foever Mr. ]eﬁ'c;fon may rﬂfon.
agaml‘trthe punifhment by law,of erroneous opini
eas,, even of.atheifm, they.are not the lefs frightful
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2l datigeidns i thelr confequésives. - M admbni:
the propricty of réjefting the weflintoiry of =4’
atheift in a court of jaftice, and of fixisy & Kigina-
upon him. Juft fuch a fligma the United States
otight to fig upo hinifef. Though riditltét the
coitfttuon, fior iy law forbids his eleflidn, vée
the public opinion vught 16 Aifqualify him. O
adcoutt of his difhetief of the Holy Scriptures;:
and his attempts to diferedic theih, he ouglit 1o bé
réfefied from the Prefidency. Ne préfefied deift;
be hig talents asd acquirentents what they may,
caght to be prothoted to this place by the fuffra-
gét of a Chtiftian nation. The greater his talents
atd the sore extémfive his atquirements, the
gredter will be his power and themme&tmﬁvu
His ihfluence ih poifoning thatkind.

Som# of the friends of Mr. Jefferfon, being
gthamed thit he fhould be reputéd an infidél and
withing that he had 2 little réligion, were it évet for
Hetle, whifper that he is a fort 6f a Chriftiat:: R&~
ther than give him up, they hint that he is as good a-
chriftian as Dr. Priefiley, of thetesbouts. 1 fhall
not difpute a moment whether he is as good as Dy,
Prieftley, or Dr. Pricftley as bad as him; but afk
for the proofs of hit profeffing cAriftianity in any
fhape. How dbbs Ke fpeiid the Eord’s diy ? -Is he
knowa tv woithip with iy Getontivation of chitifs
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thitty ! Whiere # When ? How éften ? Though pox
itig & church ig no edrtain fign of & man not-being
an infidel, aty thore than lis pretending a regatd
for the chriftisn religion in his writings, yet 2 totaF
ot habitial negle@ of publi¢ worthip, muft be ad«
mitted a$ 2 frong proof againft him.  That wieck
Voltaire partook of the facrametrt’ of the fupper,
while lie dlafphented Chtift, and endeavonred, with
the malice of 4 devil, to extirpate his religion frbm
thé earth. -Hume, Kames, Gitibons, ahd manys
infidels pretended a regard for divime revelation,’
while they fought indireltly and feczetly to deftroy
its crediblity. I have exhibited proofs of Mr.

Jeffetfon’s infidelity. I wait for the proofs that he
is a8 pood as even Dr. Prieftley, witich' will be it

bid eriough ; and I fhall exceedingly rejoice if any
than fhculd be ible to prove him better.

Le¥ e sk your attention fifthér, while I

briefly point dut the effefts which the ele&lon Hf
’ Mf” Jeﬂ'etfbn would produce. {

1. Tt woald give us an unfavorable chara&eP
with forelgh nations. We are as yet i young’
fation, undet a government receiitly forimed ; dand
it is of confiderable impertance thit we obfairdi
refpe& and eoiifidenicé abroad. Théré ire iiow
jealoufies of us entertained, and' reproaclies caft
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yponus. Two nations with whom we ase. mofk.
conneted and from. v.hqm we hau the moﬂ: E?'
fear, carefn.lly watch 1 us, and. wﬂl,condu& tpwa,rd
us according to the opinion Wthh r.hcy have of us..
We have nothmg to fear from .elthe.r of them, 1,£
we fhow 2 proper fpirit, deal juftly with afl, and.
reverence the commands of the Moft ngﬁ I,
devout.ly pray that we may. have no conne&mn,
with any nation farther than is neceffary for the

purpofe of commerce ; and that we may boaﬂ: only
of being AMERICANS. |

SomE may fuppofe that by the ele&mn of Mi-.
]eﬂ'erfon we will pleafe the French nauon Were.
this true, full & would be a queﬁ.lon, whether it-
15 prudcnt to do this, without neceﬂil;y, at thé rifk.
of dxfpleaﬁng another nation. But the truth 18,
in my opinion, that by his eleGtion, America woukd
expofe herlelf to the jult derifion of both. My blood
mounts, when 1 think for a moment of either
Britith or French giving my country aPrefi dent.
I defpile their threats, and ITufpe& their careffes.
Let them mund their own bufinefs. ] will pleafe
myfelf, and take care of myown concerns, - How.
defirable foever a reputation with them may be,
unlefs it is founded on a regard to God and our
country, it carnot be folid and la.lhng
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WHAT w l& be the naturaI reﬂe&:bns ‘of
'forelgners, weré Mr. jeﬁ‘etfoﬂ our Prefident ?
Would they not fay ? * Either the Americans have
¢ little lmpreﬂions of religion and of 1ts being

Eﬂ'ential to ‘morality and- gooa government, or
“ they” have few men verfed in the fcience of go-
« vcrnment, ot they are molt dangetouly torn by
- par?r fpmt- otherwife they would not have
¢ exalted by 4 voluntary choice such 2 man to
< theTeat of the firft maglﬁrat’e. Juft ‘returning
<< from the tomb of the gredt and -'good Wa{hmg-
-€¢ ton, thcy feem to have buried all their virtue
¢ with "him. They- appear now to be 2 vlreﬂk a
-¢¢ ‘divided, ‘and an 1rrchg10us people, doomed €6
‘¢¢ diffentions among themfelves, and to be an ealy
"6 prey to their- ambitious nelghbours. —Yes,
‘my fellow cntlzchs, there was a Wafhmgton.' We
thall < never "fook on his fellow agam. ¢« Two
« Waﬂ'nngtons come not in one age.”” His name
'was, under God, our fhield and defence. ffe
'honored God, reverenced his fabbat’hs, and atteml-
ed upon the mfhtutlohs of his worfhip. He has
‘borne tefhmony in his farewel acdrefs, that,
@ religiori and morality are indifpenfable fapports
¢ of pohtlcal profperity ;> infeparably conned-
¢¢ ed with private and pubhc felicity.”” Heraifed
his country to honor and hdppinefs by the exertion

of his talents, and ftill more by the magic of his

ok
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vietng. -Lap. 0s ot ipflt his athes, and gdebafe
| ;h@ﬁghtoftheworub;(hcm
mmmpﬁw

2. ConsinEp the effc@ls which the m«f
any span avowing the principles of Mr. Jeflerfan
yrould bave ypon ourcitizens, The effells wopld
be, to deftroy religion, introduce immarglity, 3nd
loofen all the bands of fociety. Will it be faid,
that he is a man of too much underftanding and
prudencs to meddle with religion; and feck to dif-
feminate his own principles ! What affurance bave
we of this? We remember that Hazael, when fore-
warned of the crimes which he would commit, an-
fwered, ¢ But what! is thy fervant a dog that he
¢ fhould do this great thing ’* And yet he sftes-
wards did it. Bot Mr. Jefferfon tells us opeply
what his principles are ; and we are ta prefume thy
he will 2& opon them. It is 2 light thing with
Inm to fay there is so God. He willes tofccaggp
vernment where the people have ne rqhgmu aps..
mions and forms of worfbip. If he thopld endez-
vour to carry thefe principles into operation, and
we fhould complain, he might fay, < What right
“ had youto expeft otherwife ? I 1old you befase
“ hand ; and after this information ypu entmftad

L

* IX Kings, viii. 13,
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" g2, - Had I not a better right ta cenclude, that
“7‘urather approved of my principles, than ex.
“ pelted me to renounce them”. Mr. Jefferfon

indeed has thown us, that his condu&t will corref-

f,poml with his ‘principles.. We have not forgotten
the fonday fealt of bim and . hiy friends at redﬂ-
vickfbargh, in Virginia, on' his return from the fe»
lmnd feat in govcrnment .

To do Mr. Jefferfon, however, more'than juftice,
let us {uppofe that he will make no attempts cither
by word or a& to unfettle the religious beliel; that
he will not try his favorite pr ojeltof a govern-
‘ment -without religlon ; and ‘that. he will not
think it ¢ l:ugh time for this country to get rid of
« tehgion and the clergy;”’* will not the ftation

rof ?reﬁdcnt alone have a nroft baneful influence?
"“aot every perfon acquainted: with . buman

Eature, and who is attentive to the ftute of manness
in foc1ety, know that the principles and manners
of tho!'e called the higher ranks, and efpecially of
iHofe m the adminiftration of government, fogn
~pcrvadeall claffes? Let the ﬁrft maglﬂ.me bea

- +«® This sentiment was _
ters 1n Phd:&:‘l‘p by a p
Soguirur ¥gsis~—1 have mentioned anly-in e g
the name ; but all I relate depends on theql;el{t authority. * I
shall not relate several otber thangs, merely because 1 do not
sufficiently know the- mthority

D -n
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pro‘fcﬂ'ed infidel, and infidels will furround Hm:
I.et him fpefid the fabbath in feafting, in vifiting

or receiving vifits, in riding abroad, but never in

going to church ; and te frequent public wotthip
will become unfﬂl'nonable Infidelity ‘will become

the pratfle from the higheft to the loweft condition
i life, and univerfal defolutenéfs will follow.
« The wicked walk on every fide, when the vileft
% men are exalted.”’*

- TrouvcH there have been fome infidels whole
Tives appeared to be outwardly regular, occafioned,
it may be, by the conftitution of body or peculiar
reﬂ:raints, yet they have been generally vicious. It
18 certain that infidelity leads to licentious manners 3
and thefe agiin to the deftrucion of all focial order
and happinefs. Principles are the fountain whrch,
if Corrupted, will fend forth impure ftreams. Epi-
curus, itis faid, was exemplary ia his life ; but his
.dofirine that the {upreme good of man confifted in
plea.furé, ruined the morals of the people. IHis

.difciples, taking his words in a grofs fenfe, placed
all their happinefs in bodily pleafures and debauch-
ery. Hume was amiable in his manners and feems
“to have been carried away by the pride of philofo-
phy 3 butthoufands have embraced his principles

.

& Paalm xii. &,
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as an excule for, and an encouragement.in their
wickednefs.* Surely, when we confider the pmh
ciples. which have been induftrioufly circulated in
this country, and the hold which they have taken
wpon the minds of many ; the want of fuboxdma-
tion in famihes; the dxﬂipanon s the mercenary
difpefition ; the party interefts, and the party rage;
we have juft occafion of great alarm. Inftead of
encouraging in the fmalleft degree what would
promote and {yftematize (if the expreffion be pro-
per) thefe evils, every virtuous man ought boldly
to ftem the torrent, and to warn aloud his country-
men of the lmpendng danger. Indifference or
defpondency is ruin. A little longerand it wnll be
too late. The malady will have feized the v1tals.
'The whole mafs will be cerrupted and d:ﬂ'olutwn

enfue. Who can tell, whether yet by the umon
and exertion of the portion of virtue left us, God
may caufe that we perifb nat.

3 LET me mention one confideratich more
of a very ferious nature, and that i 1s, the difhonbe
which would be done to God, and the fear of his
difpleafure, if an oppoler of Chiriftianity ﬂ:ibuld’he

_-i-l-—-_ -

- # Lord Fodhesteny during’ his it illness, often exclutmed,
®« Mr. Hobbes and the philosophers have been my ruin ;*” then
putting his hand upon.a large bible that lay beside him, he cried
out with great rapture, % This, this is the truc philosophy.”
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preferted. Were our ‘government not eléQtive;-
thére would be an excufé for a weak or a bad man
being exalted to the higheft place. But when this
depends upon our own choice, the blame muft reft:
entirely upon ourfelves ; and the voice of the na-
tion in calling a deift to the firft office muft be con
ftrued into no lefs than rebellion againft God.

What he faid refpetting the Iraelites when they
requefted a king, he would fay refpefting us,
¢ They have rejected me, that 1 fhould not reign
¢ over them.”® Though there is nothing in the
conflituticn to refin& our choice, yet the open
and warm preference of a manifeft enemy to the
rehglon of Chrift, in a Chriftian nation, would be
an awful fymptom of the degeneracy of that nation,
and I repeat it, a rebellion againft God. Whate-
ver might be the intention, ‘the condu&t would be-
Tpeak nothing elfe. The want of a teft or a pro-
vifion that the fupremé magiftrate fhould be a pro-
feflor of Chriftianity would fhow the temper of the
nation the more clearly, and render their condu&
the more ftriking. We now freely declare our

own choice. Would Jews or Mahometans, con-

fiftently with their belief, ele& a Chriffian? And
fhall Chriftians be lefs zealous and a&ive than

them? Shall we who profels to honor the Son of

el —

- %I Sanu vii, 7.0 0 -



29"
God, willingly and deliberately premote 4 man.
who difbonors him ; one who, if he alts mpon his-
beliet, muft oppofe the propagation of what he
deems am impofition wpon mankind and the fource.
¢f :miferies. Moft merciful God! fargive the

thought of the heart, to take council together
aganit thee, and againft thine ANoINTED.

~ TrE friends of Mr. Jefferfon may be dmded

into three claﬁ'es . one, who are the more mt¢nt

upon his ele&mn becaufe they believe him to be an
infidel ; another, who are attached to his. pohucal

prmcxplcs, but do not with, on account of. his mﬁ-‘
dghty, ro fee him Preﬁdent 5.and a third, who are;
in danger of being decewed and led aftray by theﬁ_
fide which they have efpoufed. With the ﬁr& no

argument of mine can be expected to prevail. The

Jofteft name which I fhall receive from them i is bi-

gat, zealot, and enthuﬁaﬂ: They will prefer Elec-

tors, it they.can enfure them, who are lnﬁdels 3

and if Electors themfelves, they will vote for Mr.

Jefferfon. ‘Ta the fecond clafs nothing need be
faid, for they feel and will do their duty. It is with

the third and laft clafs T would reafon a httle, in
the maft folcmn, aﬁc&lonatc, and earneft manner

" Do'you 'behevc that My. Jefterfon is.an oppe-
fer of divine revelation? Can any doubt remain in
your mindsafter the evidence which has beea pro-




3

duced ? Or have you only a bare fufpicion of him *
Then you ought not to promote his eleétion. Cons
fcience is not fafe, while there is a doubt or fufpicion..
Po you admit the remoteft danger of the eonfequen.
ces which have been pointed out ? Why then would
you choofe him 2 Where is the necefhity of any rifk
at all? Arethere not other charalters againft whom
there are not the fame objettions, and who are qua.
lified to adminifter the government ? Do not appre-
hend me to be an advocate for the other candi-
dates.®* At the fame time I will [ay nothing againf®
them. They are, I have reafon to believe, irre-
proachable. But there are many others, and you
Enow that there are, who would fill the office of
Prefident with reputation and ufefulnefs. Neceffi-
ty, therefore, you cannot plead ; and I will venture
it as my ferious opinion, that rather than be inftru:
mental in the elettion of Mr. Jefferfon, it would be
more acceptable to God and beneficial to the inter.
efts of ‘your country, to throw away your votes.

Do you fay that there has fong been a com-
plaint againft the meafures of government; we
wifh to make a change ; and at any rate, there can
be no harm in trymg other men #Be it 9.
But-let your change be wife and prudent. kave

—p .

- . & Mr. Pinckney-and Mr. Adams,
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a regard for the honor of God, and the welfare of
your country.  Béware of approaching near to a

furrender of judgment and confcience to any
political views.

Somr time hereafter you will thank me for
what I am now going to fay, and pronounce it to
be a falutary truth. At prefent you will hardly
bear it. If Mr. Jefferfon fhould be the Prefident,
and fhould adminifter the government with the
highelt political wifdom, your complaints will be
as numerous and as grievous, in the fpace of a
fhort time, as they are now, It never has been,
never will be, and never can be otherwife in the
prefent ftate of human affairs. Mankind are ime
patient under juft government. The outs murmyr
againft theins. All the expeCtants of office cannat
be graufied. The greater part, change ever fo
often, muft be wofully difappointed. < Party is
‘¢ the madnefs of many for the gain of a few,”
‘“ The gamefter always complains that the cards
‘¢ are badly fhuffled until he gets a good hand.”

You may hear, as ufual, many {tories circu-
lated,’ and much abufe.  You may hear tHe

mlmﬁer’s of- Chrift aflailed.” You may hear the
fafté which I'have ftated denied or mifteprefented.

If admitted, fome may offer to be fureties for Mr.
Jefferfon, that he will not . intexfere with religious
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‘admit a furety.
do, but what heis. Is he aninfidel? then you
cannot ele@ him without betraying your Lord.
No circamftance can warrant your preference of
hm. | beg you alfo to remark, that a charaéter
‘'muft be fufpicious when great pains are thought
'ncceﬂ'zry to clear it up. WHy all thefe pains, and
what need of fureties ? There is a thort and eafy
‘way to fettle the whole bufinefs. "Let Mr. Jefter-
fon only fet his name to the firt part of the
‘apoftle’s creed. <¢1 believe in God, the Father

92

“concétns. I beg you not to depend upon {ureties
who may themfelves be bankrupts in the faith.

Such wiil feek to banter you out of your confcien-
tious fcruples, and if they cannot, will give you
ftrong aflurance. Itis a cafe in which you cannot
The queftion is not what he will

¢ Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And
“ in Jesus Chrift, his only begotten Son, our
¢ Lord.”” Can the minifters of the gofpel, who
are jealous for the glory of God, and the people
to whom Chrift is precious, require and expet
lefs >—You will hear it faid, that whatever may
_be the charatter of Mr. Jefferfon, he is -pet worle
tha&m.any of thofe who cenfure h.un. Were this
.trug, it would nof ‘excufe his eleQion. To choofe
‘a bad man bc.caufc others are bad, cpn_ﬁnre!_erﬂlze a

fuﬁc!ent rea.an lmlcl's a.ll arc - equally . bad.
., Xhat we have no uncxcegq?nable cpaxa@:r g, I

"
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aver is not true. Befides it is not true that Mr.
Jefferfon is as good as his opponents, in the fenfe
in which it ought to be taken. Though a man
profefling chriftianity may be as immoral in his
condu& as a man profeffing infidelity, yet who of
thefe two is the beft man to put into a place of
high truft and extenfive influence, is totally a differ-
enrqueftion. I contend that the man profefling chril-
tianity s infinitely fafer; and that chriftians can-
not confiftently with the ditates of their confcience,
and the obligations which they owe to their Divine
Redeemer, voluntanily choofe any other. The
profeflion will have great weight with the com-
munity ; it will more or lefs reftrain the man
‘himfelf, and may operate in time to the entire
-reformation of his life. But on the infidel we have
no hold. In what way will you bind him who has
broken the bands of religion afunder and caft away
-its cords from him ?

WirL you then, my fellow-citizens, with all
this evidence, and al! thefe confequences before
you, vote for eleors who you believe will vote for
Mr. Jefferfon ; or,if you are eleftors will you vote
for him yourfelves? Can you do either of thefe

with a clear judgment, a peaceful confcience,
and'an unfhaken hand ? If you can, doit. Let

nothing warp you from that line of condu&t which
gn enlightened confcience dire@s, and the great

)
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Judge of all will approve. As to myfelf, were Mr.
'jgﬁ‘crfon connefted with me by the neareft tieg. of
blood, and did I owe him a thoufand obligations,
I would not, and could not vote for him. No;
fooner than ftretch forth my hand to place him
at the head of the nation, ¢ Let mine arm fal}
¢¢ from my fhoulder-bjade, and mine arm be broken
“ from the bone.””® 1 can exalt no man who
reviles my Saviour. We have {een tokens ot the
divine difpleafure for feveral years paft ; and fhoyld
the Prefidental chair be permitted to become the
¢¢ feat of the fcornful,” I muft confider it as ap
awful frown from Heaven, and the beginning of
miferies. Natural peflilence i1s mercy compared
with moral ; and no nation can be more unhappy
thaa to forfake God, and to be given up by him.
If to this we are doomed, may the years be thorten-
ed! and may even you, the unwary inftruments of
drawing down the calamities, be fheltered, and
obtain the forgivenefs of God and your country !

To conclude, I have not fet my name to this
addrefs ; not becaufe I am either afraid or athamed ;
but becaufel wifh it to be fairly judged by its own
~merits diftiné&t from every other confideration. On
this account I with to be always concealed ; 3t the
fame time, if any apparent neceffity thould occur,

= IOb min 22#
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1 fhall immediately become known. T would feel
criminal had I expreflfed myfelf with lefs ﬁarljlthr
} rather fear that I have not rifen to what the
caufe demanded. Againft Mr. Jefferfon I have

no perfonal refentment. He and I can never be

competitors for any place of honor and emolument.
Separate him from his principles, and 1 could
write his eulogium. Let me farther repeat, that
no anfwer is intended in this addrefs to bis philofo-
phical and religious principles; that the fingle
thing intended, is to thow that thefe principles are
contrary to what we are taught in the holy fcrip-
tures, and that for this reafon alone, he ought not

to be honored and entrufted with the Prefidency
of the United States of America.

el € GER——-

POSTSCRIPT.

Bestprs the passages which I have quoted from Mr. Jeffer-
ton’s Notes, there is one of so extraordinary and dangerous'a hda
ture, that 1t ought not to escape animadversion. In page 100,
he says, ¢ Were it made a question whether no law, as among
“ the savage Americans,or too much law, as among the civilized
¢« Europeans, submits man to the greatest evil, one whic bas seen
¢ both conditions of existence, would pronounce it to he the last.:-
¢ and that the sheep are happier of themselves, thin under
“ care of the wolves. It will be said, that great societies can-
« pot exist without government, The savages therefore break-
¢ theminto small ones.” Here isa preference plainly given of
savage to civilized life. 'When this is taken in connedtion’
with the sentiment advanced about the belief of a Ged, thosg
who have read Robison and Barruel will cleasdy perceive the prin-
‘ciples of the iLLunINATI in Europe. Their leading principles,
are no religion and no government ; that the institution of these
has introduced misery ; and that they must be banished before
mankind can enjoy that happiness for which nature intended them..
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Wee are v W« urderstand by the welves? Will ¥a
Seflerson cay, that he means despots or tyrants-! This would be
-intting the question ; for he speaks of nations in which the /aw
goveris.  In absolute governments, the e/l of the momarch,
and not the lew is supreme.  In such governments, there is not
205 much, but ros liteh law. 1t has ever been thought best ina
free government o establish every thing by law,“agd tgleave as
-itte as pnsible tn the arbitrary will of men 3 and il arises
from the multiplicity of Jawe, it isa less evil than to have no
faw. It Mr. Jefferson iwocane that any government is a awelf;
11 tiis he contradi®s e apostle Paul, who calls government,
“ Theondinance of God.”" and tlie officers, % God’s ministers,™
Wha: he ‘compares 1; o Joaw, and toe mach law. Docs be
isean that the Awperican savage: have no law? In this he is
mistzkens  Thev have a povernment and laws which custom
Las estabhsaed,  Ury does be megy that their form of govern-
inent .s the best? Then he peeturs monarchy or anistocracy to
vemacracy ; for their government by Sachems or chicts partakes
azore of the former than of the latter.  In sbort, 1 see no way
t0 reconcile Mr. Jofferson with hinself, much less with the
¢rmicnsof- W08 wisest men, andibe phecepts of religion,  As t
the cavages hrealing the great societies inte small ene:, 1 need
oniv say that by so doing, room is made for more Sucliems, but
1 acubt whether moie freedom and bappiness are wnturoduc.d.
Were tLe Unijted States hroken into several republics, more ar.-
biticus men would be gratified, but the people would be-icss
Liaony. e

Waat I have principailly in viegg is to fix the attention upon
the epiric of infilelity which the breathes.  Some insist
that before thie gospel can be p d with success to the Indi.
ans, they must be civilized, 1f this opision be just, then My.
Jeflerson, thinking them happeer ,in  their  uncivilized

state, must be'’opposed to preaching the gospel among
thern.  ORbers assert’ with myself, that: to preach the gospal
amony them 1s the tmc:ntocivili:ihun.'*lftbisqi’nim
be jua, <till Mr. ]cf:m opposes the preaching of the gospel.
The shecp, says he, are bappicr of themielwes, thanguder core of
the wolves. Thus, the bappiest state of man is, according o
the sage of Monticello, 1o be without law, without government,
and without religion ; to continue justas. be was bom, % a wild
asses coli”

. -k & e
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