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ELECTION SERMON.

11. CHRONICLES 1X. 8.

Blefled be the Lord thy God, wwhich delighted in
thee, to fet thee om bis throne, tv be king for the
Lord thy God : becaufe thy God loved Ifrael 1o
eftablifh them forever, thercfore made be thee
king over them, to do judgment and suftice.

OVERNMENT is from God. It may be
traced tc the firft wifit he made to cur
v.5rid after the apoftacy.* But no particular
form hath an exclufive claim to be of divine ori-
gin. The firft forin was patriarchal.  This nat-
urally arofe from the then ftate of the world.
For a time it'was fuflicient. Tt probably contin-
ved till ihe deluge; but was found too weak
even before that event. The ¢¢ carth was filled
with violence.”” When the world was repeo-
pled, and the lite of man reduced, government
gradually put on other forms. -
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6 ELECTION SERMON.

Tre cnly political fyftem exprefely inftituted
-by heaven was that of the Hebrews, which was
2 republican theocracy; a form inm many ref
pe&a diverfe from every other, and to the na-
tions ir. general impracticable. The change
which took place in their conftitution, which
in procefs of time became a monarchy, was of
them{elves ;- permitted indeed, but not approved
of God. It was reckoned of him among their
rebeihons.

THERE are circumftances in which monarchy
may be requifite; and from the beginning the
nations have been permitted of God to mould
civil government into what form they pleafed,
in order to fuit it to their ftate. Nor was it any
.part of Chrift’s defign to make changes in the
civii eftablifbments of the naticns. Chriftianity
was intennded to be the religion of the world.
The time 1s coming when it will embrace all na-
tions. What may then be their political ftate
doth not yet appear.

DeeP depravity involves the principles of fer-
vitude. No people {funk in in utahzmg vice can
long be free. Such was the ftate of the Romans
a: the beginning of the goipf ] day.  Civil liber-
ty, the pride and glory of their anccfters, had
expired: It’s dying ftruggles had been violent.
They had turned a large portion of the habita-
ble globe into a field of blood. In defence of
liberty, noble, but ineffectual had been the exer-
tions of virtuous individuals. Arbitrary power
was cftablifhed. The gracious defigns of heav-
en then opening en the world, required for fome
ages, the gcontinuance of the cmpirc, in allits vaft
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extenfons, and that Syria in particular ﬁtOulc}
remain a province of it.

Trese confiderations enable us ta account for
the fubjettion to the Roman government enjo'n-
ed on the firft Chriftians, without our thence 1n-
fering the divine right of kirigs. From the tem-
per and circumftances of évery people the ge-
niu. of their government naturall v arifes.

“ THE M0sT KIcH ruleth in the kingdom of
men.””  This is intimated in the text. \thes:n~
the queen f Sheba had feen: the order and equi
ty of Solomon’s admintiftraticn; and the hnp
nefs of his people, fhe thus pmc[axmed her ad-
miration of the prov idence ot (God in the eleva-
tion of fo wile a prince.  Bleffed be the Lord, thy
Cwa, swhe delighted in thee, to ﬁt thee on bis tbrone,
25 b& king for “the Lord thy God : becaufe thy Ged
foved {/'raei, 2o eftallifb them forever, therefore
made be tbee kmg aver them, t9.do [udgmmf and
Jaltices

THAT 3ll power belongs to God and 1s deri-
ved from him, is doubted only by thcfe * who
fay in their heatts there is no God.* He doth
accordlng to his will in the army of heaven, and
among the inhabitants of the earth; none can
ftay hlS hand.”t He ‘makes ufe, however, of
creatures’in the government of the moral world,
as he doth of {ccond scauvfes in the natural,
Men are his vicegerents in the government of
one another. But who fhall hold the reins,and
m what manner they fhall be committed into
their hands, is ordered by God’s counfel and
providence. Natural caufes concur and are

* Plal. xiv, 1. + Dan, iv. 35.
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made the means of raifing up one and puttng
downanother; efpeciallyof placingfuch in autho-
rity,as are fitted toan{wer the defigns of the mosT
HIGH, whether of mercy or judgment, but all
are overruled of him. Without infringing on
human liberty his defigns are accemplifhed, and
his purpofes ftand. Second caufes fubferve the
views of the great firft caufe, and eventually
fulfil his pleature. The fupreme ruler makes
ufe of what inftruments he pleafes. In the gov-
ernment of nations be often employs the moft
abandoned of mankind. The perfeétion of di-
vine wildom in the prcvidential government of
the world will ulttmately appear in overruling
the wickednefs of men, efpeciaily of princes, to
fubferve God’s wife and holy purpofes.

THE ways of providence often appear to us dark
and confufed. ¢ We may wonder with great
admiration.” But why ? They are only isme
fmall detached parts of the divine fcheme which
fall under our infpection ; and of thofe our
knowledze is partial and quite imperfe&. But
iz God there is no darknefs. With him all is
order and harmony. When the myftery of
God is finithed, we fhall fee that there is no er-
ror in his adminiftration.

FARTHER : Good civil government is a token
of God’s /ove to a people : Becaufe thy God loved
Ifrael, therefore made he thee king over them.

In the language of Scripture a king ofter
fignifies a form of government, or the polity of a
nation. The requifites to good government are
principally a good conltitution and a good admin-
iftration.
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Or all national bleflings noneis more valua-
ble than the eftablithment of a good conflitution.
Governiment hath generally been the refult of
neceflity. A little attention is fufficient to thew
its origin ; why the regal form hath been the
moft common ; and how it hath almoft univer-
fally become oppreflive.

WHEN, from the brevity oflife and increafe
of population, patriarchical authcrity was found
teo weak to reltrain the lufts and regulate the
iarring interefts of mankind, other meafures for
iecurity became neceflary. Then the weak took
fhelter under the protettion of the ftrong. Eva
ery one found it neceflary to attach himfelf to,
and make a common intereft with, fome power-
ful leadcr—ualefs wiere numbers had the precau-
tion to unite for mutual fafety, eleting their
chiefs, and agreeing in fome general rules and
regulations for the common advantage. This
produced republics. But few took precaution
for fafety beyond what the firength of their fam-
ilies and immediate conne&ions afforded, till
they faw the neceflity of more powerful protec-
tion ; and then they reforted to the neareft
chieftain, from whom they might hope for tem-
porary fecurity, in return for which they became
in a manner neceffarily the inftruments of exten-
ding their authority, and otherwife gratifying
their ambition or felfithnefs.

. THus by gradual advances have monarchies
arifen which have aimed at univerfal deminion.
Hence alfo thofe monfters called conguerors
who like bealts of prey ¢ have devoured, and

A
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brcken in pieces, and ftamped the refidue with
their feet.”* Never was the wrath of heaven
poured on the earth by the agency of more feil
deftroyers. At the head of this race ftands Nim-
rod, a firlt born defcendant of execrated Ham.
By degrees thofe chiefs having gained abfolute
nower over their followers, prevailed to hand
down the fame to their children. Deminion
they confidered as an inherit?fnce ; and unwary
nations tacitly admitted their impious claims, and
fuffered the chains of defpotifm to be rivetted
upon them. Hereditary power, that opprorium
of reafon hath laid proftrate the liberties of the
world. This firft took place when the icna of
Noah had fpread themfelves abroad after the
flocd. It appeared again in Furope atfter the
fubverfion of the Roman empire by the barbari-
ans of the North.

IN moit nations, however, regal power was at
firft reftrained by formal conventions between
- the people and their fovereigns : but fuch advan-
tages were generally put into the hands of thofe
raifed to rovalty, as enabled them to burft the
mounds fet to guard the rishts of fubjes.
Thelfe advantages they have feldom neglefted.
More have watched to enlarge their own power,
and make themfelves and their defcendants ab.
folute, than to make their pecple happy by ful-
filling their own jolemn engagemests,

THE republics which have been the molt re-
nocwned are thofe of Greece and Rome. Thele
long flourifhed, and rofe to great pewer and
fplendor. Their names are fti'l revered. But
no fooner were the people enervated by vice and

R seay, Y SROREND

Dan. vii. 7,
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Juxury, than they funk under the influence of
cratt and intvigue, and were immerfed with the
reft of the world in the gulph of regal domina»
11011,

Every¢ different fpecies of government may
have fome advantages peculiar to itfelf : but
which hith, in general, produced the greateft
happinefs to the fubjet, called forth moft of the
poweis latent -in the human mind, and to the
highelt degree ennobled the nature of man, can
be doubted by ignorance alone. -

X7 is therefore a ftrong expreffion of heaven’s
favor to 4 people when wifdom is given them to
adopt a good fyftem of government, and eftab-
{ith wile and equitable regulations, Such eftab-
lithments are the fource of order and happinefs.
Yea they often lengthen out the tranquility of a
people, after they are fo far corrupted that gene-
ral wretchednefs muft have enfued, had not
thele regulations been adopted.

MucH alfo depends on the charalter of thafe
who are intrufted with the adminiftration.
¢ When the righteous are in authority, the peo-
ple rejoice ; but when the wicked bear rule, the
people mourn.”’* When government is cor-
rupted at it’s fource, or by want of ability o
faithfulnefs in thofe who are appointed to car
it into execution, * the foundations of the earth
are out of courfe.” Confufion and every evil
work follow. As the providence of God is can-
cerned in the exaltation of thofe who bear rule,

®* Prov. xxix. e.
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when the wife and virtuous are raifed to places
of authority, the goodnefs of God towards {fuch
people appears, and demands their grateful no-
tice. * But woe to that land whofe king is a child,
' and whofe princes eat in; iths morning.”

. FurTHER ¢ civil rulers are exalted to rule
for Gop. Sci thec on his throne to be king for
the Lord tby God.

To rule for God 1is to rule according to his
direttions, faithfully adhering to the regulations
which he hath given. Tt was required of the
ruler of God’s people of old to acquaint himfelf
with his law, and make it the rule of his life and
government. “When he fitteth on the throne,
‘he fhall write him a copy of this law out of that
which is before the priefts, the Levites. And
1t thdll be with him, and he f{hall read therein
all the days of his life ; that he may learn to fear
the Lord his God ; to keep all the words of this
law,and thefe ftatutes to do them ; that hisheart
be not lifted up above his brethren ; and that he
turn not afide from the commandnient, to the
right hand or to theleft.”” The whole univerfe
is under the divine controul. To the fupreme
‘ruler is every created being accountable. How-
ever any may afpire to independence, ¢ there is
higher than they.” The greateft and moft pow.-
erful among men fhould always corfider them-
felves as fubordinate rulers, who are exercifing
only delegated powers, and exalted to rule, not
for themfelves, but for him whofe they are, and
whofe the majefty in which they fhine.

BuT to do juftice in any meafure to our fub-
1e€t, 1tis neceflary to defcend a little to particu.
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lars. Here a2 wide field opens before us. A
very partial view muft content us.

THAT rulers are exalted to rule for God by do-
ing 1udgmeni and juftice implies, firft, an atten-
tive care to fee that juft laws are enalted. Laws
by which human rights will be fecured, and free
courfe given to commutative juftice. The ef-
tablifhment of juftice is the primary duty of thofe
who are placed in authority. To this duty le-
giflators are under the greateft obligation,
‘That there are none who can call them to ac-
count, or compel them to do juftly, can tempt
enly the bafeft of men to do wrong. True hon.
or {corns to opprefs the poor, or to abufe tha
weak and defencelefs. Thofe whom power
feduces to injuftice, and converts into opprefl-
ors, are loft to all principles of honor and vir-
tue,

“ * Besipes the virtues that are the glory of
«¢ princes as well as of private perfons,”” faith a
great author, ¢ thereis a dignity and decorun
¢¢ that particularly belongs to the fupreme rank,
¢ and which a fovereign ought to obferve with the
« greateft care. He cannot negleé&t them withour
¢ degrading himfelf, and ftamping a blemifh on
“ the State. Every ray that beams from the
‘ throne ought to bear the charafter of purity,
‘ noblenefs and grandeur. 'What an idea do we
“ conceive of a people, when we fee the fovereign
¢ thew in public a&ts a meannefs of fentiment
“ with which a private perfon would think him-
¢ felf dithonored? The majefty of a nation re-
* fides in it’s rulers.”” When they are loft to

* Vattel, Page 153.
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honor and probity, or adopt the principles of
Machiavelian policy, their infamy defcends to the
body of which they are the head. Such rulers
deferve to be difgracefuily driven from their poits,

Gop requires ¢ thofe who rule over men to be
juft ruling in his fear.”” Rulers of a different
charater fet upthe ftandard of rebellion againft
God, and may expett to be judged as thofe who
will not have him to rule over them. ¢ 1f one
man fin againft onoiher, the judge fhall judge
him; butif 4 min fin againft the Lord, who
fhall intreat foo him 2’4

- NEexT to feelng that good laws are erafted, 1t
is the rulers duty to fee that they are carried into
exection. Laws become ufelefs, when they are
neglefted, and their penalties difregarded. This
is often a firft fymptom of cecay among a peo-
ple who have been blefled witii a good conttitu-
tion : It faps the foundations o1 juftice both pub-.
lic and private ; - confequently deftroys peace and
order. To fee that faithful men are appointed
to execute the laws, and that they are duly fup-
ported, and enabled to a¢t effe€tually, is an indil-
penfible duty in the guardians -of a State.

But {o imperiet is every thing human,

that the compleatelt civil code cannot reach to
every cafe. Legillators are therefore often cal-
led to a& judicizlly, being the dernier refort
where the written law fails. 1nf{uch cafes the
chara&ter of the ruler is -exchanged for that of
the judge. Here in matters ~f right they have
no difpenfing pewer, but are tied up to the ftrict

+ 1. Sam. i1, 13,
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tules of equity. Though fuperior to the laws of
man, they are bound by the law of God # do
gudgment and juftice. In matters which refpeh
the public, the public weal fhould be their ob.
jeCt.  Services done for the community thould
be rewarded at the common expenfe, and ufeful
mventions and improvements in the arts whick
may penefit {ociety, encouraged by fuitable pre-
miums. But the good ruler doth net forget,
that although juftice is a public, generofity is a
private, virtue. Righteous demands on the
public he difcharges with punftuality and hon-
or. He derh not think himfelf warranted to de-
fraud individuals, becaufe he alts for the pub-
lc; but penfions reaching to pofterity, and lar.
gefles of every kind from the public treafury, he

avoids with the f{crupulous care of a guardian
faithful te his truft. o

As civil rulers are fet #o rule for God, their
exampie 1s of great importsnce. Laws are com-
aionly revered while rulers themfelves obey
them ; butfeldom regarded when their conduét
is diverfe. Rulers who maintain the dignity of
charalter which becomes their ftations, have in
their example an influence more happily com-
manding than all the terrors of power. This
renders exceedingly interefting the part they
aét. Every one’s influence bears proportion to
his confideration in the eyes of men. Obfcure
individuals ftand in a good meafure alone. To
themfelves it is of importance that they refufe the
evil and chule the good. But different is the
cafe of thofe in high ftations.  If #hey are vicious,
‘*“ many will follow their pernicious ways, and
they will not perifh alone in their iniquity."




16 ELECTION SERMON.

FurTHER : Itisincumbent on thofe who are
fet to rule for God to be nurfing fathers to the
caufeof God. 'We are aware that it is notin the
power of man to compel any to be religious, and
that civil rulers, by interpofing in  behalf of re-
ligion, have fometimes injured the caufe they in.
tended to advance. This hatharifen from mif-
taking their duty, or taking too much upon them.
Rulers have often arrogated to themfelves titles
which belong to God only—often taken on them
to decide on articles of faith. That a large fhare
of this abfurdity hath formerly been charged on
clerical influence, we do not deny ; but from
whatever fource it proceeds, it argues great arro-
gance and grofs ignorance of human nature. No
power, except that of light and truth, hath the
remoteft tendency to produce conviftion. One
might as rationally expe& by force of argument
to chain up the ocean, or arreft the planets in
their courfe, as to change the views of the mind
by the terror of penal laws. Never was a foul
converted to Chriftianity by Papal anathemas,
or imperial mandates or profcriptions. In mat-
ters of faith every one hath an unalienable right
to judge for himfelf : It is a right of which no
one can deprive another, amnd for the ufe of
which man is anfwerable to God alone. Each
one hath alfo aright to worfhip God as his con-
fcience direéts, while he leaves others to enjoy
the fame liberty., Openly to profefs his own
fentiments, ¢ live in ail good conicience before
God,” and maintain the fame liberty for others,
unawed by the reproaches of bigotry, is the
rulers duty. If the evidences of religion are not
fufficient to evince it’s divine original, it de-
ferves no fupport. Ifit cannot commend itfelf
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to the confciences of men as worthy of all ac-
ceptation, let it fall. But the religion of jefus
doth not fear to meet all it’s advertaries on the
ground of reafon and evidence: Its truth is at.
tefted by a cloud of witnefles: The more they
are examined the better: It needs no arm of
power to crufh thofe who deny its * divine ori-
gin: It calls no fire from heaven to confume
thofe who do not receive it. They know not
what fpirit they are of, who think to aid it by
fuch means: It iz worfe than {teadying the ark
with unhallowed hands. 1t is like immolating
human victims on the altar of Jehovah. Let
true religion only be defended from external
vioience, and thofe raifed to power whofe lives
adorn it, and it will triumph over all the foph-
iitry of earth and hell, and fpread its divine in-
fluence far and wide. 'Thusto defend and re-
commend it, is the ruler’s duty.

But while each one judgeth for himfelf refs
pefting the nature of religion, it is of impor-
tance that public worthip thould be kept up, and
it is the duty of all, according to their ability,
to contribute to its fupport. This 1s no in-
fringement of religious liberty, while no one at-
tempts to intrude his creed upon dnother, or
calls on him to fupport a religious fyftem not his
own. A comparifon of communities in which
thefe regulations have been maintained with
thofe in which they have been neglected is fuffi-
cient to evince their utility, and convince even
the {ceptic of their political wifdom. And
though God is pleafed to blefs thofe means, and
render them effeCtual to fpiritual advantages, it

C
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is on political principles that fuch regulations
call for the civil ruler’s fupport. For order,
harmony and general happinefs have, from time
immemorial, been found to be their fruits.

- TonLy add here, faithfulnefs to God and to
their conftituents requires thofe in authority to
patronife the interefts of literature. Ignorauce
next to vice is baleful to liberty and happiucfs.
Vice and ignorance often go together, and the
glory of every people falls before them. But
deeply fenfible are this people of the importance
of early inftrudtion, and fuch hath been the gen-
erous care of their rulers, both to enceurage pri-
vate fcheels and fupport the unmiverfity, from
which the ftate hath long received diftinguithing
advantages, that the propriety of enlarging on
the fubject is precluded.

FinaLLy, God’s end in giving 2 good con-
ftitution and good rulers to a people is their ¢ffab-
bifbrocat. ¢ Becaufe thy God loved Ifrael 16

¢ftablifb them forever therefore made he thee king
‘over them.”

WHEN the form of government is eflentially
defeltive, or the adminiftration devoid of the
qualifications which conftitute the good ruler,
numbers and refources are of no avail : they af-
ford neither tranquility within, nor fecurity a-
gaint violence from without. Almoft every age
affords examples which confirm this obfervation
—the prefent in particular. One of the king-
doms of Europe,* to which in nature nothing
was wanting to have rendercd it 2 match for the

* Psland.
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moft powerful of its neighbors, hath long been
the {cene of anarchy and wretchednefs from de-
fets in its polity. It was a few years ago for-
mally divided among fome of the powers border-
ing upon it, and is now, with feeble, unavailing
refiftance feized by the ruthlefs tcol of a Nor-.
thern defpot : its cities laid in athes, and its
fields drenched in the beft blood of its inhabi-
tants ; becaufe they dared to affert their un-
doubted rights.

THEcE States, now fo happy and refpectable,
had well nigh afforded another inftance of a gal.
lant people ruined through the deficiency of their
national government. - When congrefs was on:
ly entitled to apportionand afk thefupplies’ne-
ceffary to the common welfare, every one knows
how irregular, unequal and deficient they were
found, even during the ftruggle for national ex-
iltence. All thofe evils incrcafed after the ar:
duous conteft was ended. Public credit was loft,
honeft induftry difcouraged, and barefaced in-
juftice and oppreflion prevailed. Weremember
the well meant endeavors of our faithful ra-
lers to avert the evils, and eftablith this infant
empire. But all was unavailing, till the fource
of our diftrefs was removed in a new sorgmxza-
tion of the gencral govemment.

Goob rulers are no lefs necefi: ary to the efs
tablithment of a nation, than good rules. When
weak or wicked men are exalted, te beft con-
ftitution is in vain. Debility in the head ex-
tends to the members of the body politic.
Wicked, defigning rulers are ftill worle than
weak ones. What encroachments on-the rights
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of a people hath a fingle reign often produced ?
Weak or luxurious princes have often enerva-
ted the arm, and deftroyed the fource of national
power, and vielded great and refpectable States
a prey to enemies they betore defpifed. "Wick-
ed ones often de‘iroved their liberties, and cau-
fed them to ay out b\ reafon of thoie who ru-
led over them,  But good torms of government,
and wife ana t:u,hk 1! men holding the reins, ren-
der {mall States happy and fecure: and, when
continued far a few generations, generally raife
them: to national greatnefs.

Frw have besn permitted to chule, either the
form of their government, or the perfons to ex-
ercife it.  To the Unired States both have been
refered by the diltinguithing goodnefs of Cod.
Freed from foreign dominton, it was given us,
deliberately to adopt what civil conthitution we
pleafed.  In an eniinghtencd age, with the hif-
tory of the whole political world before us, we
have chofen for ourfelves. Hitherto we ap-
prove our choice. Happily th: power of a-
mendment is retained. Whenever defefts ap-
pear, they mav be rectified, without violence or
tumult. Witz what other government is this
the cafe ? In fome countries where they make
their boalts of iiberty prefcription is often pleaded
in jufhincaticn of abufes and againt amend-
ments ! .

AT the pride and foily of thole ¢f old whofe
laws were irreverfible, the prefent age wonders.
Yet fimilar traits appear in mofl modern con.
ftitutions.  “trong claufes to, prevent improve-
ments ; by which they are bound never to grow
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wifer ! Or if not, cuftom hath in this refpe& ali
the force of law ! On every emergency, or un-
common incident, the annals of their hiftory are
ranfacked for precedent; and the decifions of
lefs enlightened, perhaps of barbarous anceftors,
give law to a thoufand generations ! As though
wifdom had pertthed with the ancients ; or the
moderns were forbidden by penal ftatutes, to
corrc& any of their miftakes, or interditted of
heaven, to think or a& for themfelves in matters
of government. Different are our views in this
refpe@. Unfettered by cuftom, or the opimnion
of lefs privileged ages, full {cope is given for ali
the improvements iz civil policy, which the ex-
perience of former times, and the wifdom of the
prefent, may fuggeft. This advantage is-more
to be valued thar all the pohueal knowledge of
the Eaft, .

Our rulers are of ourfelves:, ‘and freely ele-
ed. In giving our fuffrages, we are neither aw-
ed by power, nor affeCted by influence. This
day fpeaks us poflefled of privileges which all
have defired, but very few enjoyed. @ What
more or better can we with? Becaufe God loved
our lfrael, unworthy as we are, therefore hath
he beftowed thefe bleflings upon us o ¢ftablifh us
forever.

THEsz confiderations fuggeft to us the duty
of a people {o highly favored of keaven. A peo-
ple proved with mercies thould make the returns
of love and obedience, “The goodnefs of God
leadeth to repentance.” And as much depends
on the charater of rulers, it highly concerns
thofe who are permitted in providence to chufe
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their own, *to provide out of ail the people able
men ; fuch as fear God, men of truth, hating
covetoufnefs to be rulers over them.”  If 4 free
people * call the proud happy, and fet up the
workers of iniquity,”’4 they begin the revolt
from God, “rejeing the Lord that he fhould
not reign over them,” and implicitly declaring
that they “ will be like the nations.”}

It is the greatprivilegeof free governments, that
in them neither weak nor wicked rulers are ne-
ceflary. Where hereditary power is eftablithed,
the cafe is different : there the fool or the man
of Belial may be their king. Yca, the one or
other hath generally happened. But where ru-
lers are called to office by - the fuffrages of the
people, the wife and good may be exaited, and
all the bleflings of good government fecurad.

FinaLLy 5 the chara8er of a free people is
<ommoaly apparent in that of therr rulers. E-
3e:Ctors wxfh to promote thofe like themielves.
lien of principle give their votes for men of
principle: thofe averfe to its reftraints, for
thofe whofe vicious indulgencies may keep them
in countenance.

THERE are times, indeed, in which, through
the deceptious influence of defigning men, thofe
of oppuiite ptinciples waite in calling to office,
men whom in other circumftances, they
would all defpife or abhor. But time developes
charaliers and views. When cool refle€tion
fucceeds to party heat, or tht, occafion of the

* ¥xod. xviii. 21 *i 54 SR s V. L6
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moment is no more, general charalter is again
confidered, and thofe advanced to power whofe
views are confentaneous to theirs on wham their
elevation depends.

THE occafion of this folemnity authorizes an
addrefs, fir(t, to the chief magiftrate of this State.

SIR,

AT a period critical and interefting to the
liberties of your country and of mankind, you
was called by providence into public life. Had
Britain triumphed, the caufe of America had
been deemed rebellion, and the affertors of her
rights had died with infamy. Not ignorant of
the danger, yet trufting in him who loveth our
Hrael, you joined the patriots. who broke the fer.
vile yoke and raifed us tc rank among the na.
tions. Then was laid the foundation of our fu.
ture greatneis aad felicity, and the foundation
of two revolutions in Europe, both highly im.
portant, which have already takem place, and
perhaps the foundation of more, vet in the
womb of previdence.

SENsIBLE that the rife and fall of empires
proceed from God, the good ruler’s eye is raifs
ed to him for direttion, and for a blefling on his
laithful endeavors, to ferve God and his gene-
ration. 'We aflure ourfelves that your excellen-
cy will never lofe fight of republican principles,
or {ct the example of forfaking republican man-
ners. To be the firft fervant of a free and grate-
ful people, you efteem more honorable, than
to glitter in all the tinfelled toys of royalty, or
by a nod give law to myriads of ilaves. The
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pageantry of monarchy, like the infants rattle,
pleafes little minds, and is {uitable to the capac-
ities of moit of thofe who, born tc empire, are
furrounded with flatterers trom their earlieft
days. _ Nobler objets employ the mind of him
who is worthy to rule over freemen. To gov-
ern with equity and honor, and feek the wealth
of his people, is his higheft ambition and the
joy of his heart.

WaiLE the wife and faithful civil ruler is re-
fpeted, beloved and obeyed, he is not unmind-
ful of the duties due to bim who is over all. He
is careful to “ render unto God the things that
are God’s ;”’* careful, by a bnght example of
every virtue, to recommend religion, that oth-
ers may learn o him to glorify God. Godlinels
promotes order and harmony, and gives {ftrength
and honor. ¢ Rightecufnels exalteth a nation.’”
1t hath been the diftinguithed happineis of this
State that fuch have been her chief rulers.

WEe offer up prayer for your Excellency,
that you may he enabled to acquit yourfelf with
honor in the difcharge of every remaining duty
as a dignified chrithan ruler—that when you
fhall have ¢ ferved your generation according to
the will of Goc,’” you may retire with an appro-
ving confcience ; meet an approving judge; : id
reccive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.

THE addrefs now turns to the other bianches
of the legiflature.

* Mat. xX:i. ar.
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GENTLEMEN,

INTERESTING is the truft repofed in thofe
whe are called to defend the rights and regulate
the public concerns of freemen. In their wif-
dom, prudence and fidclity do the multitude of
their brethren confide. To them do they leok
up for juftice, order and tranquility.

From no fcurce have greater calamities arif-
en than from errors in the form, and abufes 1n
the adminiftration of government. Many are
the ways in which offended heaven hath fcour-
Eed the wickednefs of men ; but in few more

verely than in monarchical eftablithments ; in
none mere terribly than by ¢ fetting up over
them the bafelt of men,”* and yielding them a
prey to thofe ¢ wholfe tender mercies are cruel.”’}

TyrAaNTs were foretold, under the fymboli-
calreprefentation ofbeafts of prey.] They have
¢ turned judgment into gall; and the fruit of
righteoufnefs into hemlock,””§ not only among
thofe under their dominion, but alioin furroun-
ding nations. ¢ To them it hath been given to
take peace from the earth, that men fhould kill
one another.”]] What is faid of the tongue is
applicable to them—*“ They [eton fire the courle
ofnature, and arefet on fireofhell.”§ The wars,
which have depopulated the world have moftly
originated in regal pride, paffion, and luft of
power. The end of thefe diftrefles is not yet.*

# Dan. iv. 17. ¢ Prov. xii. 19. } Dan. vii. 3.
§ Amos vi. 12. || Rev vi. 4. € Jam. iii. 6.

* THarT the latter day glory, {0 often foretold in fcripture, is
to be preceded by great defolations, efpeciaily by bloody wars,
hath been the expeé&ation of thofe who have attended to the
prophecies : butthe occation of thoie wars, we apprehend

D
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TresE deftroyers have neverthelefs, had their
penegyrifts to blazon their fame. But fmoking
kingdoms znd defolated realms have witnefed

hath becen miftaken. That they willbe of the religious kind,
hath been the general opinion.  But it might be eafily thewn
from the word of truth, that after the decline of Roman fuper-
ftition, infidelity will * run and be glorificd”’—the earth filied
with fcoflers, and that faith will fcarcely be found uponit,
¢ when the fon of man cometh.”* . The wars then, which
are to depopulate the world, muft arife frem fome other fource.
That they will be occafioned by ftruggles between power and
liberty, is at prefent, the moft prabable conje&ture. That “the
thrones are to be caft down,”r and ail birds of prey *filled
with the fleth of kings’’t and their partizans and helpers, we
are taught in prophecy. The fame is probably intimated, by
¢ the fun and moon, being darkened, and the ftars 1alling to
the earth.”’§ - - '

Tuar monarchy fhould centend esrneftly for the powers
and prerogatives it poffeffed in the dark ages, when refifting a
king wasthought to be, in every inftance, ¢ refifting the ordi.
nance of God,”’ hath nothing in it furprifing. And that fuch
are its conne&ions and dependencies as to occafion fevere and
bloody contentions, an acquaintance with tuc political world
gives us reafon to expet : and the ways of providence at this
day, feem to confirm thefe expe&ations. For the conteft is
already begun. ‘¢ The thrones begin to be caft down, and
birds of prey to feed en the fleth of kings, and their adherents.
Here the ftruggle cominerced, when thefe States refifted the
tyranny of Britain. And its progrefs is retrograde to that of
defpotifm, which began in the Eaft.

To thofe who occupied the political horizon of Furopel|
¢ the cloud which appeared in the Weft foon after the conclu-
¢ fion of the war in 1763, was fcarcely vifible. It appeared
¢ like that fcen by thefervant of Elijah, nolarger than a man’s
¢¢ hand, and was defpifed as what couid no more difturb the
% repofe of naiions, than a drop could ruffle the ocean.”” But
it foon brought on a tempeft which thook the Britith empire
to itscentre. Andlo! the heavens are new black with clouds
and wind. The whole eaftern hemifphere is darkemed. A
ftorm gathered which will probably continue, ¢ till the ftars
fall from heaven and the powers of heaven are fhaken’’—till
mighty revolutions 2re accomplithed—regal pride and power
every where laid in the duft ! God grant, that ¢ the tribula.
vons of thefe diaysmay be fhortened > But {o vaft and exten-
five are the changes to be made that they bid fair to continue
for ages.

* Luke, xviii. 8. + Dan. vii. 9. ¥ Rev. xix. 17.
S Mat, xxiv. 29. Rev, vi. 13. || Watfon, bithop of Landaff.
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- their more than brutal enormities. The groans
of bercaved parents,the cries of helplefsorphans,
the fhrieks of ravifhed matrons and virgins, and
the wailings of opprefled millions who have had
no helper, have alcended to heaven and held
them up as objelts of horror and execration,
Had thenations retained their liberties, formed
laws for themfelves, and fuffered none to rule
over them who were not of their own ele&ion,
chofen icr fhort terms, ali thefe evils had been
prevented. “

IN free ftates, public trufts are honorable,
they are the fuppofed badges of ability and vir-
tue. The cafe is different in hereditary govern.
ments. In them the loweft fervant is of%en Wi-
fer and better than he who is lord of all. The
meanelt officer of a free pecople deferves moie
refpe, than is due to the prince who ftruts in
purple, and {wells beneath a diadem. Dignity
of foul is requifite in thofe honored with public
confidence. Weak or trifling charaéters are ex-
pofed by elevation. ¢ Folly fet in great digni-
ty’’ appears but the more contemptible.

To thofe who ruvle weil honor and obedience
are due; and they are feldom denied to the ju-
dicious ruler, who makes it his concern to an-
fwer the reafonable expectations of his conftitu-
ents. They, in general, look to him as a fath-
er, and refpect him as a benefadtor.  Some un-
ealy men there are in every ftate, but the body
ofthe peopledo net often complain withoutreafon,
ot thofe who rule over them. They commonly
honor and confide in thofe who have virtue and
courage to act honeftly, fteadily purfuing the pub-
lic weal, unmoved by party applaufe or cenfure.
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DuTies due to God call alfo for the attention
of thofe in authority. They are exalted to rule
for him. He requires them to detend religion
by their laws, and recommend it by their ex-
ample  Truereligion is cxcellent in itfelf, how-
ever the great may affett it.  But the multitude
are much influenced in their opinion ofit, by
the refpe it receives, from thole in high ita-
tions. Thefe may do much to recommend it,
and fpread its falutary effelts. Info doing they
honor themfelves, and God will honor them.
Godlinefs {fecures the fmiles of 1ndulgent provi-
dence to rulersand fubjects. The righteous are
the falt of the earth, who preferve the world
from the putrefactions of vice, give health and
ftrength to the body politic, and draw down the
blefling from above upon it.

RuLers are in afenfe, federal heads to thole
under their government. The people derive
from them a relative holinefs or guilt. David’s
piety bleffed his family and people for nrny
gencrations. Manafleh’s fin God would not

ardon, but punifhed with fore calamities upon
fracl, even after that prince lay mouldering in
the duft. Thofe m authority who remember
that zhey fit on God’s throne, and are exalted #o
rule for him, will be careful to advance his hon-
or and Intereft, Sucn have been, and we
truft will be, the rulers of this people.  Should
this ceafe to be their charater, tien would ¢ the
ways of Zion mourn.’”” Should *¢a {ceffer,
watking after his own tufts,’> or an infidel, ¢ de-
nyingtheLord thatbought him,” unawares creep
in among them, mifchievous would be his -
fluence, likc that of an intruder of old among
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the fons of God.* Regard to relicion and lit.
erature have hitherto done no lofs hionor to the
legillature of this State, than thir zeal te main-
tain our civil rights,

Our eyes, gentlemen, are now turned on
you., We expett from you like faithfulnefs to
God and to your conilituents. We truft that
you will honor yourfelves, ani proleng our hap-
pincfs, by your wifdom, prudence and fidelity
—that neither your private interefts, nor thoie
0." feparate diftrits, will aftect the pubhc coun-
cils—that no party spbals will divide this virtu-
cus ftate reprefentation—and that partcular,
will not fupe:icede general laws, except in cales
very extraordinary.

Mav vou have wifdom equal to the important
truft repofcd in you; be faithful in the dif-
charge of every daty publm and private; and

when you ﬂ‘xall have finifh ed vour work, may
you find mercy with fim, at “whofe bar VO

muft ftand in common wi :th your brethren.

MY FELLOW SERVANTS (N TIIC GOSPEL MIN-
I5TRY.

WhiLe good rulers ftrengthen our hands, 1f
behoves us toreturn the benevolence, and ¢ put
our pecule 10 mind to be {ubjedt to principalities
and powers, o ohey ma mﬁratfo and be ready
to every cood w mk.”f The irreligien whicls

]

hath ditraced 4 turopcan kingdom, am udfl
her {hu) ries tor Liberty, 13 for our admonition

e

" Iob, i 6. + Tat diiv,
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Have we no reafon to apprehend that it may pre-
vail among us? Should this be the cafe, perfons
of different chara&er from mof of our prefent ru-
lers may be raifed to places of honor and truft.
May mcrciful heaven avert the impending cvil,
May we labor and not faint, in defcnce of the
beit religion arid in the caufe of the beft maiter,
whatever conflits may be before us—cncour-
aging ourfelves in his promifc : ¢ Becaufe thou
haft kept the word of my patience, I alfo will
keep thee from the hour of temptation, which
fhall come upon all the world, to try them that
dwell upon the carth.”

FzrLrLow CiTizENs of this numerous, and ve-
ry refpectable audience.

Happiry hath God made us to difier from
our brethren of othier nations. Letusior a mo-
ment refle€t upon it.

FraNcE long enflaved, hathlately broken her
bands and now aflerts her rights. What won-
ders doth the fpirit of liberty produce £ while
under a mmonarchy, aided by a family compati,
fhe was fpoiled and kept under by a northern
neighbor. But upon her affuming arepublican
form, fhe hath fingly baflled the councils, and
with her foldiers of a day, vanquithed the forces
of ail the furrounding nations.

HEer late adoption ofa mild and juflt fyftem
has contributed to leflen her internal convulfion
and danger. While pait atrocities are to be de-

4+ Rev. iii. 10.
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plored, much is to be attributed to the externai
force that furrounded her,and the attempts to
feduce her citizens. Though her encmies are
weakened by repeated defeats, they yet continue
to break her reft and prcvent her enjoying the
blefiings of liberty in tranquility.

TaEe Dutch united provinces have now the
profpe&t of happin#s. Wifdom and moderaticn
have marked every3fart of their public conduét,
fince the tyrants whd opprefled them have been
driven away. But their felicity is not yet fecu-
red. Calamitous muft be their fituation while
their country continues thetheatreon which con-
tending nations are ftriggling for the maftery.

BriTaiN hath long made her boafts of liber-
ty.* If fhe enjoysit may fhe long enjoy it by us
unenvied. Let her glory in the ftrength of her
conftitution.—If ftrcng by nature, it hatha con-
fumption preying on itsvitals, and already wears
a fickly countenance. At this day, what 1s her
government, but intrigue and influence? Long
after Roman liberty was loft, the forms of their
ancient government were kept up, and the fimple
vulgar thought themfelves free. Liitle different
is the prefent State of our Britith~brethren.

* WHaT isthe foundationof thishoaftcd liberty ? #agnaClar-
ta. Whatis this Magna Charta ? A grant of certain privileges,
made to the nation by one king john, 2 moit contemptitle char-
alter. Isnot the divine right of thisfuine John to the plenitude
of power clatmed by defpots concedad in the very ncceptance
of this grant ? But how was this ennobling boon obtained from
the faid John ? I by foree, thefe boafted privilegesare the fruit
of rebellion and robbuery.  Ifby prayers and hamble intreaties,
acquilted of guilt it hecomes a beggarly dittinétion.  Should
Amcrican rulers proffer like grant to her free born fons, they
would fpurn from office fuch afitming chiefs,
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Their commons are the only part of their legif-
fature fo much as nominally chofen by the peo-
ple. Thefe they confider as thebulwark of their-
liberty. How and bv whom are they now cho-
fen ? They are but a mockery of reprefentation.
The forms however, of their free government
are continued, and the nation pleafed with the
name of liberty. Connelted with that kingdom
by a thoufand ties, the mizh have dragged us
down to fervitude, had nother cruel policy torn
thefe ties afunder, and left her to fink alone.
While we ‘execrate her views, and fhudder to
recolle&t the dangers we have efcaped, let us
‘fhout the praifes of H:M “ who doth great things
and unfearchable, and marvellous things with-
out number.”’}

PoLaND whofe armsformerly repelled* the all
conquering Turk, weakened by internal difcord,
hath been parcelled out among her unprinci-
pled, ambitious neighbors, and is now barba-
roufly feized by one of them, and a defpotifm,
probably erefted on the ruins of her intended
liberties.

* So3ziEskl, king of Poland, in 1683, defeated the Thurks,
with great flaughter, and obliged them to raife the ficge of Via
enna: thercby faving the metropolis and probably the Ger-
manic empire itfelf, which is no-w leagued with two other pow-
ers to divide among themfcives that unhappy kingdom. In
that kingdom the genuine nature of arbitrary power now ap-
gcars. There America may fee, what fhe had long fince felt,

ad humane Britain triumphed in the year 1975. In India fill
greater cruelties have been praQlifed by Englithmen : and all
attempts to bring thofe montters to juitice have been defeated
by the fafcinating influence of gold.  Gold extorted from the
dcfencelefs, regardlefs of the tears. Yea, ifa * prelate of their
own, is to be credited, regardlets of the dying groans of mur-
dered millions !

t Job v. 9. * Bithop of St. Afaph.
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- Tue vaft refidue of the Eaft with few excep-
tions, groans under the iron yoke of arbitrary
fway. When we turn a thought on thofe mifera-
ble miilions, doth not the tear of pity fteal down
our cheek ? But viewed as nations, is not all this
wretchednefs voluntary ? Did they will the down-
fall of tyranny, would it not fall to rife no more ¢
If < they plainly fay we love cur mafters, and
will not go cut free,” we muft leave them to hug
their chains—to lick the hand that rifies ali their
comforts, and is often raifed to fhed their blood.
We mutt leave them to adore the idol their fol-
ly hath fet up—the Diana of arbitrary power,
“ whom all Afia and the world worlhip.”’ May
America, which is faid to ¢ degenerate animal
nature, and be little man,”’} forever refufe to
bow to the golden image of royalty, and think
herfelf happy in being iree.  Such are her pre.
fent views.

PerMIT me, therefore, to call up your grati-
tude to the author of all good, by obferving, a-
greeably to our prefent apprehenfions, that ¢ the
lines are fallen to us in pleafant places, and we
have a goodly heritage.* God hath not dealt
fo with any nation.”’+ No people equally priv-
ileged is to be found on earth. Heaven’s diftin-
guithing goodnefs, beams upon us from every
quarter.

WE are blefled with a country produétive not
only of the neceffaries, but fweets of life. The
variety of productions is greater in this, than in
almoft any other land. What was faid of Ca«

T Buffon.  ® Plal. xvi. 6. + cxlvii. 20

L
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naan, wil- apply to thefe States. “ Itis 3 knd
of hillsard vallies, and drinketh water of the
rain of heaven : a land which thy. Ged careth
for : .the syes of the Lord thy God ar¢ upon it,
from the beginning of the year, ewen unto the
end of the year.””t . But the crown of all is free-
dom. Oar pofleihons are.our own. .. No proud
mafier can command gur perfons, arviolate our
property. Noris it the leaft of our advantages,
that we are fo far removed from thefe who could
do us eflexuial injury. It was part of Ifraul’s
bleffing, that they ¢ fhould dwell alome, and not
be reckoned among the nations.”§ The fame
was our fecurity, and the means of our dekiver-
ance from the mad rage of Britain. God grant
that the ocean may forever guard us againft the
wolence, and feparate us from the vices, follies
and politics of Europe. |

BeTH in our national and itate capacities we
are bleffed: with the happieft confhitutions, to-
gether with the power of making alterations, as
eur chaagy of circumftances may require.  If a-
ny chofen to rule over usare found unfaithful or
unfkilful, they may foon be removed, and oth-
ers advanced to fill their places. Mere nr one
chims a divine right to do wreng. Nor 1s it pre-
terded, that there are any who can do no wromg. |}
Here none claiin authority who are not invefted
with it by the fuffrages of their brethren ; to

1 Deus. xi. 13,12. § Numb. zxiii.g.
|| Aecordng te the maxims ofa certain European kingdom,
the king can co no wreng and never dics. We fhould fuppofe,
that Prayer, ¢ O king hve forcver,”’§ was there heard and an-
fwered. A very pmg:r prayer, where kings can make laws,

which never necd to be altered.
€ Dan. vi. 6.
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whom they confefs themfelves acmounmable for
theiz condult in adminiftration. Thatrudersare
ordained for the people, and not the people madc
for them, is umverfally conceded o .

THI2 doth not deroaate from the "xmer df
thofe who tule wellk - They are deferving of
double honor. To them 1t is given.to do muore
for the benefit of mrarkind, than tb-vhoft ochers ;5
and to be ufeful it the greateft ﬁon:w—f‘-'i‘“u do
good i5 God-hk.e.

. . Tty
Foe

I'r highly conterns us to be cmf&t whmn wE
vaife to power, and to be watchful of thei: cofr-
dué&. The teprefentatives of the vnired Neth-
¢rlands, who freed that people foom the yoke
of 8pain, became long fince, thelr High Migh-
Sinefles, indepemdent of the people, Wnd fob ﬁme.
Simey with an hervditary Staitholder af Bbeir: lead,
till ke was lately driven away by tht § Gl
arms of the French repubhu BN

Seatw now one of the mo& defpouc meénar
chies in Etope, was forinerly a land oflliberty.®
No fymptom, threatning to our. rightd: yet: ap
pears, but care and watchfulnefs, only can fe-

- ® Tk Tollowing is the oath of alleg:aneétékéﬁ, duiing T
fixteenth gentury, by the, mhabxgants of Aragon; st'the ancd}
'fon of their kings to the throne. ¥ #% who are cach of us as

gaoa' and <who are altdgether srose jmwcrfal than jo&l Mm:jé'
¢ awuw 2o gour governmnt |f yeu maintain owr cigbts 3 bt if
‘ oty nat.”’ Conformably tothis oath, they eftablithed:jt-as 2
 fundament:al asticld in thelr cothution, that i {he king
% thoul@ violsteé their privileges, it was-lawful for the paopl:
“ td difclaim him as their fovercign, and elect another ju his
“ place’” In Cattile, the other principal kingdom in Spain,
the érbwh ‘was eleéhvc, i{he roya? prerogative extremely hm.
ited, and the fame {pirit maintained, asin Aragon.
Robertfon’s Hitery of Charles V. Vol. i page, 157,
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cure their continuance. The eaftern continent,
that world  of flaves, was once inhabited by
freemen. . The general charalter and views of
rulers are matters of the utmoft importance. The
wife, the good, the virtuous, men who fear
'‘God and love ‘peace, whofe. benevolent minds
with liberty and happinefs to the whole human .
race, thould be carefully fought out,and ele&ted
to ofice. When free {tates chufe weak or wick-
ed men to rule over them, they expofe them.
felves to the evils attendant on hereditary pow-
er. When the former are elefted, the ends of
government are fruftrated; when the latter,
they often faften thofe evils upon-them, and
bind them with cords which are not eafily bro-
ken. - Men of lax principles, men of no princi-
ples, and men of vicious manners. are unfit to
be trufted with the concerns of the public,. They
Wwho are allowedly unfaithful to God will not be
faithful to men. ' The ties of honor are weak,
where the fear of God and the ties of confcience
are loft. To offer unprincipled men the oath of
God, is trifling with religion, and affronting the
majefty of heaven. ¢ With fuch chains can no
man, bind them.” -
~ BewaRre the ambitious, who indecéntly: court
promotion, who cannot contentedly wait, till
thele whobitd them, unfolicited, fay to them,
“ friends goup higher ;”’* but feek, by undue
meafures, to foift themfelves into the chief feats
~—Who artfully raife popular prejudices, and
catch atevery vulgar miffake, féying tO EVery one,
¢ fee thy matters are good and right ;>4 their
opinions veering with every wind, Men whe

. * Luke xiv. 10. + 2 Sam. xv. g.
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are fit to be intrufted with public ofhces, who
are worthy of public confidence, are men of dif-
cernment, and men of ftability. Such, if called
in:o pubhc life, will fteadily purfue that line of
condu&, which to themieives appears moit con-
ducive to the public good. They are incapable
of facrificing their own judgments to popular
clamors, ranf»d by the low .intrigues of defign-
ing men. If their meafures offend, they retire
with dignity into private life; and leave the
world to eftimate their value, by a comparifon

of their adminiit rdtmn with that of their fuccefi-
arg,

-—- wd

THaT the vile prattice of eleQicnecring, inl
all its forms, fhould be forever e\cluded 1s 2
matter of the lalt importance. It hathdeg raded
every free itate intc which it hath found adnm-
tance, and deeply wounded or deftroyed their
liberties. Should it creep in among us, it
"~ would doubtlefs draw after it like fatal effects.
No principle can reftrain the venal wretch who
iN any manner buys an ofhce, from proftituting
the fame to his private emolument.  Bleffed be
God, fuch is not the chara&ter of our rulers.
Should they become fuch, our happy conftitu-
- tion would avail us little. From the dignity of
freemen, we fhould fink into fervitude. But
when elettors are wife and prudent, improper
perfons feldoin make their way to power. 1f
they chance to rile, they commonly foon fall a
gain, and fink into deferved contempt.

WHiLE we are careful to ele&t wife and vir-
tuous rulers, we may fafely confide in them. And
to the” united wifdem ofy our affembled legifla-
ture fhoulc. every matter of public concern b=
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refered. In our retirements we have not thofe
means of information which they eniov. rhe
particular members whom we elet are fent to
participate in that informatisn, and adt under
the influence of it. Unreafonablé theretore and
aftrontive is the practice of binding their hands
by inftrutions, which reduce them to the poft
boy’s infigniticance.

XXTY

“Wouwp we continue happy and refpetable,
we mufl render to ali their dyues--to God—to
civil rulers— to all men. To this leads that re-
higion which is from above. The doétrine that
weakens the ties of virtue, faying ¢ to thofe who
defpife God, ye fhall have peace, and to thofe
who walk in the imagination of their own heart,
no evil fthall come upen you,” having a contra-
Tv tendency, is from beneath, and leads down
to ruin.

WeiLk wefeelourlelves interefted in the peace
and happinefs of fociety and the prefervation of
our rights, let us not forget, that ftill higher
and more valuable interefts demand our princi-
pal attention.  This is but our entrance on ex-
iltence. The whole depends on the manner in
which we here act cur parts. "We alt under an
omnifcient eye. Our temper and condut, yea
our views and defires, are regiltered in heaven,
and will one day be brought into judgment.

Mavy fuch confiderations always abide with
us, and may we live continually under a deep
fenfe of their reality, Norhing befides hath an
equal tendency to render us blefiings in our
generation, and train us up for eternal bleffed-
nels. AmEn.




