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WAITING ON GOD FOR RAIN.

JEREMIAH XIV. 22, -

dre there any among the vanities of the Gentiles, that
~ can cause rain ? Or can the heavens give showers ?
Art not thou He, O Lord our God ? Therefore we will

- wait on thee ; for thou hast made all these things.

THIS chapter is called ¢ the word of the
Lord, which came to Jeremish concerning the
demib, or concerning ‘the dreught, as the feventy
Greek interpreters render the word, This drought,
and the dxﬁreﬂ'es which enfued, the prophet thus
defcribes ; ¢ Judah mourneth, and the cities theres
of languifh the people are black with famine ;
they calt themfelves on the ground, and their cry
is gone up to hecaven. Their niobles have fent their
little ones to the waters ; they came to the pits and
found no water ; they returned with their veffels
empty. They were afhamed and confounded ; they
covered their heads, becaufe the ground is chapt,
for here is no rain on the earth. The plowmen
were afhamed and covered their heads. The hind
alfo calved in the field, and forfook her young, be.
caufe there was ne gmfs s and the wild affes ftood
in the high places ; ?heX fnuffed vp the wind like
dragons ; their eyes alio failed becaufe there was
no grafs.”

The diftrefles of the famine were increafed by the
terrors of the fword ; for it was a time of war; the
country was invaded and Jerufalem befieged by the
Affyrian army. Hence the prophet fays “ If I g




( 4)

_into the field, then behold the flain with the fword;
- and if I go into the city, then bchold them, who
' are fick with famine.*

i This dreadful and complicated calamity was the
. occafion of that humble and fervent prayer, which
- the prophet makes in the latter part of the chapter.
% Halt thou utterly rejected Judah ? Hath thy foul
' Yoathed Zion ? Why haft thou (mitten us, and there
18 tio healing ? We looked for peace, and there is
no good ; for a time of health, and behold trouble.
- We acknowledge, O God, our wickednefs and the
~ iniquities of our fathers ; for we have finned againft
thee. Do notabhor us for thy name’s fake. Re.
~member ; break not thy covenant with us.”

. Why he thus applies to God for relief, he in the
 text afligns two reafons ; one is that reiief could
- ¢ome from no other fource ; the otheris tha* God
~could eafily grant it. ¢ Are there any among the
~ wanities of the genti'es, that can’ caufe rain? or can

gesﬁgavcns give fhowers ? Art not thou He, O Lord
od?’]l

~ The words of our text prefent us with thefe twe
- obfervations, That God is the only author of rain ;
and that for this blefling we muft wait ¢n him,
 That the agency of God is the caufe of rain the
grophet proves by two arguments. 1ft, the infufe
ficiency of all other fuppofed caufes ; and 2dly, the
{ufficiency of God’s power manifefted in the creation
of all things, |
1ft. The infufficiency of all other caufes.

~ The pretended divinities of the heathens were in-
{ufficient to caufe rain.
~ The obje&s to which the heathens paid their de-

votions, and which they regarded as the anthors of
~all goed, the pronhet calls wanities, to expres their
uberinability to perform any of thofe things, which
- were afcribed to them.
~ The worfb pping of ftocks and t nes, and images
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graven by art and man’s device indicates a degree of
ignorance and ftupidity, into which we never fhould
have fuppofed men capable of falling, had there not
been undeniable proofs of its reality. The ridicu.
lous folly of this fpecies of idolatry the prophet ex-
ofes with all the force of facred fatire ; for it 1s too
palpably abfurd to delerve a grave and fober confu-
tation. ¢ The cuftoms of the people are vain ; for
one cutteth a tree out of the foreft with the ax,
They deck it with filver and wi-h gold ; they faflen it
with nails and with hammers, that it move not.
They are upright as the pulm tree, but ipeak not.
They muft needs be borne, becaufe they cannot go.
Be not afraid of them, for they cannotdo evil ; nei-
ther isitin them to do good. The people are al- |
together brutih, The ftock is a doctrine of va=
ties, The gods which have not made the earth and
the heavens, even they fhall perith from the earth
and from under thefe heavens.” . = #*

"Nor was there lefs abfurdjty in_taslag adpriltie
to particular animalg, of tq Jgbiedimh
for tho’ thefe are®liot the WOy of §
yet they are in themfelves as fethote frdi@l power
to beftow bleflings on men, as the molt defpicable
piece of inanimate matuer.

There was, however, a fpecies of idolatry prac.
tifed among the heathens, 2 little more refined, iho’
uot at all more pious and rational. This was the
worthip of demons, or of the fouls of departed beroer.
Thefe were the Baalim, fo ofien mentioned in fcrip.
ture, asthegods of the heathens. Thefe, as well
as tmages and animals, the prophet rejects, as hav-
ing no fhare in the government of nature ; for he
fays, ¢¢ There are not ANy among the vaniiles of
the genules, that can caufe rain.”

It appears, indeed, from the book of Job, that
fatan, when God gave him permiffion, hai power
to dilturb the atmofohere and raife florms ; but a3
ac '3 only 2 .reatui », all his power muil be depend-
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ent on the will; and fabjef to the controul of the
Creator. And from the wifdom and goodnefs of
God we may be affured, that he never has, and ne-
ver will putinto the hands of fuch a malevolent {pir.
it fo important a branch of his providence, as the
government of the feafons, ‘

‘That created {pirits, as well as men, may be made
inftruments of God’s providential defigns, and may,
according to thei fuperior capacities, be employed
in a higher {phere, than mortals, thereis no reafon
to doubt. But to fuppofe, that the regulation of
the feafons, or the manazement of any gart of the
¢ §&eneral government of the world, is commitred to
"w their hands, and left to their direétion, without the
‘ {uperintendence of God’s wifdom, power and good-

A, is to fuppole, that he has quitted his throne,
4 Hid afide his fovereignty, .
. o Lhatsevil {pirits, as well as good, are abfolutely
ler- God’s coptroul, we are abundantly taughtin

-8 ~
R

(N ;S04 n¥gericular permiffion
was givomsim. way, therefore, juftly wonder
at the ealy credu'ity of fome Chriftins in giving
credit to the fabulous and romantic ftories, which
they hear, concerning the works of evil fpirits;
fuch as their granting favorable winds to {eamen on
certain conditions ; and their watching over hidden
treafu ey, and raifing ftorms to defend them. If
{fuch relations were foun el in fadls, they would
prove, that evi! fpinits hare the government of the
elements in thet: hands. The prophet exprefsly
teaches us, that the vanit'es of the heathens cannot
give rain, and confequently, th.t they cannot rafe
winds and florms, except when they are fpecial y
empowered and permitted by the great author and
governor of nature.  Oa the fime grovngd w2 muft
reject many idle reports relating to aftrology and
witcheraft ; fuch as the prediction of men’s f rtunes,







