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MATTHEW, vii. 14, 16.

PEWARE OF FALSE PROPHETS, WHO COME UNTO
YOU IN SHEEP's CLOTHING, BUT INWARDLY
THEY ARE RAVENING WOLVES. YE SHALL
KNOW THEM BY THEIR FRUITS.

GOD has, in all ages, had & church in the world; and he will
continue it, until the world fhall be no more. His church has fub-
fifted in diffcrent forms; but under every form he has appoimed
that there fhould be publick teachers in it, to open the important
truths, and inculcate the facred duties of religion. Under the ald
teftament there were prophets, and under the new teftament there
were apoftles, ordained for this end : And Chrift has plainly fignifi-
ed, that the order of religious teachers fhall be preferved, until
ghe faints fhal] be gathered together in one body in heaven.

As in all ages there have been publick teachers of religion, fo
there have alfo been falfe teachers, who have affumed a facred
charalter, and, with corrupt views, have endeavoured to draw
away difciples after them. There were falfe prophets among the
Jews; and Chrift and his apoftles have warned us, that there
fhall be falfe teachers among Chriftians, who fhall privily bring in
dangerous herefies, and corrupt men from the fimplicity of the

gofpel

Our Saviour fays in the text, Beware of falfe prophets, who coms
fo You in shrep's clothing, bus inwardly they are ravening welves,

But if they come in fheep's clothing, how fhall we diftinguith
shem from wqlves > Chrift adds, By their fruits ye shall know them.
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T hcy may carry on the deception for a time; but thcu' coguln
difpofisiops will, fooner or later, betraythem. Obferve chelr,mn.
tions, and you will perceive the ferocity, wildnefs, and greedines
of the wolf, notwithftanding the ftok'n fleece on their backs.

My brethren, as this is a time when errour and wickednefs
much abound; when new and ftrange dodrines are taught; and
when teachers, of one fort and another, are ftarting up with pre-
tenfions 10 guide {fouls in. the way ta heaven; & concerns yvou
carefully to dlﬁmn\uf‘a between true teachers and cormupt feducers.
That you may the more eafily guged againft the, com'nod‘d.m—
ger, I fhall lay before you, with great Phlllncfsg (hq marks by
which falfe teachers are to be knpwn. 4, fhall mot 1ppl) thefe

marks to any {ect or denomination ; I ﬂmll onlv point them put
t0 you exatly as they lie in the foripeures, and fhall leave sau;l'
make the 3Pl’uc“ﬁ°“». as younuy.‘ﬁnd'ﬂcchﬁou.' RICEES

L4
I

1. They who refufc to enter into office, in the'way which the
go Jpel prefcribes, are 10.be rejected : They have one plain mark

of falfe teachers,  As this is.the grand mark of diftinction, 1 fimli
confider it largely, » N

Our Saviour fays, John x. 1. He that emcre;b not Ly the (’aar 1; :o
the she. pfbld bt climbetl up fame other way, the ! e is a thif wnd
reéber. - Chrift is the door ;- not only the door by which the sbip
enter ingo the fold, to enjoy. the fhepherd’s.care, as meunoncd
ver.9, bur alfo the door by which the shepherd enters to take the
cnarap of the fheep; as hege reprefented.  To.center by the door,
is to enter by Clurifl, and in conformity to the order \\huh he has
appo.med. The qualifications requifite in puuhck tcachcr.s, and
the manner of induction to the facred office, are pointed out in
various parzs of feriprure, and very particularly in Paul’s epiftles 1o
Timothy and to Titus. It is there required, that they be men
furnifbed with competent knowtedge and learning, efpetially in
divine things; not novices—-that they be fonnd in faith; not cors:
rupters of the word of God-—that they be holy and blamele(s in
their lives; not chargeable with any vice—-that they be men’of
general good report; no: of unknown, mudch lefs of infamous
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charafter-—abd:that they be tried and approved by the elders of
the chnnh not fuch as nfhly intrude themfelves i 1mo office.

'I'hc apoftte fays, Heb. v. 4. No man taketh this honour to bim|df,
but be only has a; right to it, whe is called of God, as was Aaren, and
his fons. How' thcy were called, we are’ informed in the 28d¥
éhap of Exodys, ' They. were confecrated to the. priefthood by
Mofes, God's mipifter,. who was commanded o fepamte that
famxl) from among o the children of lﬁ'ad and to anoint, fanétity
and confecrate them, that they might minilter in the prieft’s office.

| Spe:mina of the call of the Gentiles, Rom.x. 14. the apoftle afks,
Hoty siall they bear without a preacher? And how shall they preachy
rmpr they be fent? There- muﬁ be A feding, a regular m:ﬁm, t>
authiciize them to preach the gofpel. . L

That the work of a,mblxgk teaching 'in the church is not commor
to eveny Chriftjan, who is plealed to afﬁune it; but peculiar to fome,
1o thofe who are fent, and caild thereto in the gofpel way, the apof-
tle Pn;‘lil.ll) infbructs us in his epiftle to the Ephefihns, chip. dv.-and,
m his fixft ep.ﬁ‘e to the Corinthians, chap xii., When Chryl aftend-
eid.on high, be gave gifts to men ; ard he gave fome apofiles; fome pro-
dhets; fome evang Lifly, and fome. paflors and teachers, for the work
oj the vigifiry, and for the edifying of the body of Chrif. Therd
were only fome to be teachers: It was net intended that every one;,
who lifted, hould a& in this capacity, under pretence of edifying
the chwrch.., God has (et forne in the church to officiate in this cha-
radter; ﬁrﬂ apoftles ; then prophets ; and then teachers:  Are all apof-
tles? Are all prophues? Areall reachers -—By no means.  If all the
feveral parts of the body were one merber; where were the bo-
dy.2 And if all the members of the church fhoald: aflume one of-

fice, wheve Wece.the church? Alfthings are to be done decen.!y'
and in order.” :

The apoitles themfelves received their commiffion immediate-
ly from Chrift. In the time of his miniftry on earth, he gave tor
the twelve, and dftorward to the {eventy difciples, an exfarcfs com-
maad to 20 and preach the kingdom of God among the Jews.
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After his refurreion this commiffion was enlarged. A4l porer;
fays he, in beaven and in earth is given 1o me ; g0 ye therefore and 1.ach
all nazions. Matth. xxviii. Though they had now received, yet they
were not furnifhed t0 execute tlns extertfive commiffion : Thcrc-
fore Chrift adds, Tarry ye at Jernfalom, exercifing your miniftry
shere, sncil ‘ye be endued from om bigh—far we shalt be buptiz.d wirh
#be Holy Ghoft, not many days bence: Accordingly; about teh days
after this, on the day of pentecoft, when they weré alt affembled
together (all the hundred and twenty difciples, who had compani-
ed together all the tiine, that Chrift went i and oat among them;
when #hefe were affembled together) the gift of tongues was be-
fiowed upon thent, as that of miracles had been before: Andi
mow they weére furnifhed to preach thie gofpel among all nations.
As thefe were ordained immediately b} Chnﬁ fo tbcy were au-
thorized to ordain others. ' -

Paul was 4n apoftle, not by man, but by Jefus Chrift; yet, af-
ter he received the gofpel, he prefunred not to preach; until Anani-
as, who is fuppofed to have been one of the feventy difciples,
came to hint;, and by an exprefs command from Chrift, haid his
hands on him, and told hiln, ‘ He was a chofen veffel to bear
€hrift’s name among the Genriles, as well as Jews. The miracle
which Anarias performed, in reftoring Paul 10 his fight, was an evi?
dence of the authenticity of his commiffion. Aés ix. 15, 16, 17, i¥
—and chap. xxil. 12; 13, 14, 19

Afterward, when Paul and Barnabas were about to carry the
gofpet 10 the Gentiles, they were, by the dire@ion of the Holy
Ghoft, feparated to that work by the prophets and teachers in die
church at Antioch, * who fafted and prayed, and laid their hands
on them, and fent theth away.” A&s xiii. 1, 3, 2. And thefe a-
poftles, as they went through vasiots rities of the Gentiles, preach-
ing the gofpel, and confirming believers, * ordained them elders
in every church, commending them, by fafting and prayer, to the
arace of God. AQs xiv. 23.

Thefe clders, who were ordained by the apoftles and frlt mi.
nifters, were at the fams time authorized to tranfmit the office e
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Gthers. Timethy was ordained by the  laying on of the hands
of the prefbytery, in the prefence of many witneffes:” And the
things, which he had received, the fame he was ordcred to com-
mit to faithful men, who fhould be able to teach others alfo :” And
he is folemnly cautioned to “ lay h.unds fuddenly on no man.” 1
epiftle, v. 22—11 epiltle, ii. 2. And Paul fays to Titus, who was
a2 minifter in the ifland of Crete,  For this purpofe have I left
thee in Crete; that thou mighteft ordain elders in every city, as I
had appointed thee.” Chap. i. 5. But why fhould Titus be left
there to ordain elders, if the elderfhip might be aflumed at plea-
fure, or be conveyed by private brethren? There is notin all the
gofpel hiftory, a fingle example of ordination, orrecommendation
t0 the work of the miniftry, by any other than the bifhops and el-
ders of churches; and to fuch only are given the directions relating
to this matter.

~ We tind alfo, that in cafe a complain: arifes againft a minitter,
it is to be referred, notto private bre:hren, but to ¢.. ers or ztors
. . .' “ L4 - - - - - -
of churches. To Timothy as a bifhop is this inftruction given by
Paul. Againft an eld:r receivs mot an accufation, but Lefore t200 or
thre: witieffes. 1 epiltle, v. 19. He is cautioned not to orduin any
to the n}nnﬁry, but fuch as could bring a good repor; for when
one defires an office, it is incumbent on him to exhibit evidence
of his qualiicarions.  But againit one aiready in ofice a bars re-
port is not to be received ; there muft be an accufadon {upported
by two or three witnefles, to ejet him from office, or bring him
under cenfure.

Every church has a right to cZc0¢ her own minifter; but fhe can-
not make a minifter.  He muft be feparated 1o the work by the
clders of the churches.  When it was judged n2ceffary, that a cer-
tain number of meet perfons fhould be appointed to prefide over
the diftribution of the church ftock, and the miniftration to the
poor, the twelve apoftles referred the chvice to the multitude of the
difciples ; but the appxnsment and ordination they referved to them-
felves.  They called the muliizude of the difciples, and faid,
Look ye out feven men of honeft report, whom 2 may appoint
over this bufine(s : Agd they chofe feven, and fet them before the



10. CHRIST's WARNING TO THE CHURCHES,

apoftles, who fafted and prayed and laid their hands on them.”
A&s vi.

A Chriftian church is compared to a houfhold, and to a city,
in refpe@ of the order and government, the peace and unity, that
ought to be preferved in it. But if every man might aflume the
office of a teacher at pleafure, where would be the order and uni-
ty ? There would be the fame confufion and diftra&ion, as in a
ftate where every one claimed a right to exercife the powers of

magilracy.

You fee then, that they who take on them the office of teach-
ers in the church, without fubmitting their call and qualifications
to that mode of trial, which the gofpel has inftiruted, are to be
confidered as intruders, and rejeéted as impoftors ; for they come
not in by the door.  Their affeted contempt of regular appro-
bation betrays a con{cioufne{s of their want of the qualifications
which the gofpel requires, and indicates fuch arrogance, pride and
prefumption, as ought never to appear in one, who prafefles o
have learnt the religion of the meek and lowly Jefus.

The apoftle Peter, 1 epiftle, ii. 1. fpeaks of fome falfe teachers,
who priuily bring into the Church damnable herefies, and feduce
many to follow their pernicious ways. Jude, fpeaking of the
fame perfons, defcribes them as creeping in unarwares; in a fecret
fub:le manner. This comber in privily, and creeping m snawaves,
anfwers to our Saviour’s defcription of them, as not enrering into.
the {heepfold by the door, but climbing up fome éther 2ay. It ef-
pecially intends their affuming the office of teacherr, without the
approbation of thofe, whom the gofpel has conflituted judges of
their qualifications. The apoftle Jude illuftrates their character,
by comparing them to the ancient Corahites.  They bave perished in
*the g=in/aving of Corah. The ftory alluded to isinthe 16th chap. of
Numbers. Corah and his companions took upon them to offer
incenfe, and exercife the funétions of the priefthood. They mu:-
mured azaintt the family of Aaron, which had been confecrated
to this holy fervice. They faid, ¢ 3= take too much upon you fee-

ag all the congregation are haly, and the Lord is among them :
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Wherefore lift ye up yourfelves abeve the congregation " They
called “ the ftanding order” of minifters a tyranny, a ufurpation of
rights common to all the Lovd’s people: They pretended, that
cvery man, who plcafcd, might officiate in the priethood.  Mo-
fes fays, “ God hath brought you near to him to do the fervice of
the tabernacle, and de you feck the prieltheod alfo? Ye take too
much upon you, ye fons of Levi” How their prefumption iffued,
you well remember.  Now the apoftle fays, thefe falfe teachers,
who crept into the church unawares, were guilty of the gainfaying
of Corah. They had aflumed the facred ofhice like him, uncall-
«d and unawthorized; were guilty of his prefumption, and expof-
ed to his condemnation.

It will perhaps be faid, ¢ In the apoftles’ time, there were fome,
« who had an immediate call from the Spirit to preach the gofpels
*< and this may be the cafe fill; and if a man is moved by the
“« Spirit, he muft obey.”

But if the Spirit moves a2 man to preach the gofpel, it will un-
doubtedly move him to adt conformably to the rules of the gof-
pel, and to feck an introduction to the work, in the manner which
the gofpel prefcribes.  The divine Spirit never ditates to the
heart a line of condud, which it has forbidden in the word. They
who defpife and negleét the gofpel-method of introduction to the
{acred ofhice, under pretence of fome inward motion, are not in-
fluenced by the Holy Spirit, but inftigated by a fpirit of a very dif-

ferent charater.

There is no inftance, in the new teftament, of any man's affum-
wg the atiice of a preacher merely on an internal call of the Spiri.
"The Holy Ghoft commanded Ananias to go and declare to Paul,
that he was chofen 0 preach Chrift's name: And the Holy Ghoft
fard to the prophcts and teachers at Antioch, Separate me Barna-
bas and Paul 1o the work, to which I have called them. Bur we
find not, thar Paul or Barnabas, or any other of the primitive
preachers, ran ro the work before they were fent, under pretence

-of an internal call of the Spirit, which no body knew but them
felves.  la the prefent day the woles ave wirned. 1t is the preack:
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now who is dire@ted by the Spirit; not they who are to fet him
apart to the work.  If it could be fuppofed, that one might have
fuch a fecret command from the Spirit, this is only cvidence to
bimfelf: 1t will not warrant ozhersto attend on him ; it can therefore
anfwer no purpofe. 'What endlefs confufion would follow from
admitting fuch pretences! Any man, who is dithoneft enough,
may pretend fuch a call; and who fhall contradid him ? What
order can there be in the church ? The man may be ignorant, im-
moral or heretical.  Burwho fhalljudge, cenfure and filenge him ?
He ftill pleads a call fiom the Spirit, and he will be judged by ng
man,

If one pretends fuch a fpecial divine dlrection, as his warrane
to preach, let him manifeft it by miracles; as the apoftles mani-
fefted their commiflion. Miracles have ceafed, and fo have all
immediate revelations ; and the man, who now pretends to them,
is a defigning impottor, or deluded enthutiatt.

If fuch arrogant pretenfions fiould be accompanied, as they
ufually are, with an open contempt of human learning, and of’
that ffudy and arter:darce on reading, which Paul enjoins on the min-
ifter, we may juftly fufpe@, they are held up as a fubftizuce for re~
al qualifications, a cover for ignorance and an excufe tor lazinefs.

In the apoftles’ timne, there were inftances of the Spirit’s defig-
nating the perfons to be ordained to the miniftry ; but it is eviden,
that this manner of defignation was not to be continued in the
church, becaufe the Holy Ghoft has taken care to furnith the
church with flanding rules for her conduct in this matter.  Timo-
thy, who was orduined by the elders of the church, is command-
ed to commit the fame office which he had received, to faithiul
men, who fhould be able to teach others.  But how fhall Timo-
thy know, who are thefe able, and faithful men? Shall he ordain
every man, who fays, The Spirit moves him to preach? Or will
the Spirit immediately point out to Timothy -the man who is to
be ordained ? No : He muft inquire into the qualifications of thofc
who offer themfelves to the werk.  Paul fays to him, « If a man

defire the office of a bifhop, he defircth a good work. A bifhop
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then muft be blamelefs, fober, of good behaviour, apt to teach,
not given to wine, not A novice; moreover he muft have 2 good
report of them that are without.” Surely, if Paul had fuppofed,
that the Spirit would immediately and fupernaturally direct in chis
matter, he would not have initructed Timothy fo panicularly,
what qualifications he muft find in thofe, whom he ordained to

be teachers in the church.

The inflruétions given to Titus are the fame.  « For this caufe
1 left thee in Crete, that thon mayeft ordain elders in every city,
as [ had appointed thee : If any man be blamelefs, fober, juft,
holy, temperate, holding fatt the faithful word, and able by found
docrine to exhost, and 10 convince gainfayers.”

Since the Spirit of God has given in the gofpel, fufficient direc-
tions concerning this matter; to thefe let us attend, and loek for
no other.

It has been urged in favour of private brethren's teaching in
the church, That «“ the apoltleTays to the Corinthians, Ye may ok
propoefy one by one, tha: all may l.arm and be comforted.” 1 epiftlc,

Alv. 31,

But could he intend, that all the Chriffians in Corinth mighe
prophefy ox preach? By no means; for then we muft fuppofe thar
even women were to commence preachers, if they pleafed, coa-
trary to his exprefs inftructions both here, and in his firft epifile
to Timothy. By #ll he means 4l she prophets, as will be evident,
¥ you take the whole fentence inits connexion. * Let the proph-
¢ts {peak, two or three, and let the other judge. If any thing be
revealed to another that fitteth by, iet the firft hold his peace ;
for ye may all praphefy one by one.” In the Corinthian church
there were many endued with fpirital gifts; who, being ambi-
tious to Jifplay their gifts, ufed to fpeak feveral at once, to the
confufion of onc another, and of the whole affembly. To cor-
rec ds diforder, the apoftle fays, « If any man fpeak, let it be by
two; or, at the moft, by three,” i. ¢. Let not more than two o
three fpeik in the fame meeting; and let not thefe fpeak all a
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once, “but by courfe,” onc after another: < Let the prophets
fpeak wwo or three, in fucceflion, « and let the other judge.”
<< And if, while one is prophefying, any thing be revealed to ano-
ther,” L e. another prophet, « let the firft hold his peace.™ Ler the
firtt fintth his difcourfe, and ceafe from {peaking, before the other
begins. « For ye may all prophefy one by one. If ye will obferve
order in your affemblies, all the prophers may have opportunity to
fpeak; Ye need not interrupt onc another. And do not pretend,
that ye are fo overpowered by the divine influence, that you can-
not refrain, but muft immediately give vent to the fervid ebulli-
tions of grace; “ for the fpirits of the prophets are fubjeé to the
prophets.  God is not the author of confufion, but of peace, as
in all the churches of the faints.”  Prophets were an order of pub-
lick teachers in the primitive church: Ihifz only are the perions,
who the apoftle fays, may all prophefy. The words therefore,
far from allowing, plainly forbid private Chriftians to ftart up and
teach in religious affemblies.

I will mention another paffage, which has been fometimes per-
'verted to juftify private brethren in affuming the office of teach-
ers. At the ting of Stephen’s martyrdom, there was grear perfecs-
tion againft the church, which was at Jerufalem, and th:y were ad
[eastered abroad shrough the regions of Judea ard Samaria, except the
. apofiles. And they, that were [cattered abroad, went ewry whre
preaching the word. Ads 8.

But are we to fuppofe that the all, who were fcattered abroad,
‘were all the members of the Church in Jerufalem, and that all thefe
went every where preaching ? This would be abfurd ; for then we
muft fuppofe the women turned preachers. Thé church at Jerufalem
was, at this time, very large.  We read of three thouf:nds ar one
time, and five thoufands at anothc:, converted to the Chriftian
faith ; befides other confiderable acceflions. A great proportion
of thefe were in and about Jerufalem. That all the belicvers in
this city fhould go forth to preach, is not fuppofable : So many
were not needed, nor could fo mary be employed, in the regi-

ons of Judea and Samaria, and the other places whither they
went; for they preached to Jews on'v.  And if the fire of perfc-
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cution was fo hot, that no profefled believer could live in Yerufa-
lem, why were not the apottles fcattered abroad with the reft? -

It is certain that the church in Jerufalem was not difperfed ; for
ftill there werce in Judea érethren and apoflles; and in the city there
were divout men, who carried Stephen to his burial 3 and difziples to
whom Pau! efryed to join himfelf, after he came from Damafcus.
Yea, we .ave exprefsly told, that when they, who, by this perfecu-
tion, we: e fcattered abroad, had gone as far as Phenice, Cyprus
and Antioch, preaching the word with fuccefs, tidings of thefe things
earme 10 il cavs of the church which was in Jernfalem. A&s viii. 2~
. 26—X". 1, 19, 22.

Since there were till brethren with the apoflles, and fince we ftill
£nd n Yerufalem devows mom, difciples and a church; the al!, who
were {cattered avrea, cannot be all tive Chriflians or bolievers in
the city.

Who then were 52 all ? Doubtle(s they were the hundred and
twenty dijcipies, who had companied together, while Chrift wene
in and out among them ; and on whom the Holy Ghoft had late-
Iy fallen. Th:fe are mentioned in the firft and fecond chapiers of
the Aéts, and are, once and again, called the 4il.  Thefe were af-
fembled together, when a fucceflor to Judas was ele¢ted. They
were all together in one place on the day of pentecoft, On b2
the Holy Ghoft was fhed forth, and cloven tongues, like as of fire,
fat on cach of them. They were all filled with the Holy Ghoft
and fpake with tongues.

Grotins, Lightfoot, and Whitby, {ay, that * they al', who were now
filled with the Holy Ghoft, were all the hundred and twenty.”
This appears to have been a received opinion in the ancient
church. Jerom, Chryfofiomn and Oecumenins, obferve, that ¢ the
Holy Ghoft fell on the hundred and twenty to complete the pro-
phecy of Joel.” Whirby (ays, « It was not the whole church, or
body of the laity, that was fcattered abroad, but the lundred and
eight, who were full of the Holy Ghoft ; the perfecution aimming,
chiefly ar thofe, who were fuch as Stephen was.

*
-
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Thefe were now plainly aurhorized to preach the gofpel, hav.
ing, in a publick mamner, received this fupernawral gift, and be-
ing, according to Clirift's promife, endued with power from on
high; and therefore, when they were fcattered from Jerufalem,
they went every where preaching the word.

But whoever thefe preachers are fuppofed to be, one thing is
undeniable; they were endued with miraculons gifts and powers,
which were the publick feal of their divine commiffion. For it is
exprefsly faid, A&@s xi. 21, ¢ The Hand of the Lord was with them.™
This phrafe is, more than once, uf>d by Luke for the fupeinatu-
tal and miraculous gifts of the Spirit. When Pcter and John and
their company prayed, that God would ffresch out kis Hand 10 bial
and to enable them to do figns and wonders in Chriff's name; they,
in anfwer to their prayer, were filed with the Holy Ghoff. Adls iv.
30, 31.  Thefe men went forth to preach with a publick warrane
from heaven. Their example, thercfore, will by no means juttify
private Chriftians, who have no fuch warrant, in going every
where to preach the word. If any, defpifing the ordinary miflion
appointed by God, plead an extraordinary commiffion to preach
every where, let them fhew the extraordinary evidences of this
commiflion by miraculous gifts and affiftances. God never fends
men to do his work, without fome teftimony fufficient to jufkfy
others in receiving them,*

* 1t has been afked, < What evidence we have, that Apollos, bcfore
be was received in the character of a Chriflian preachcr, had been ap-
proved by the elders of churches.” 1t is jufficiens to anfwer, We have
- evidence from the rule and practice of the apofles already illuftrated.

We are not to expect a particular account of every ordinaion, any
more than of every baptifm, in the church: And in neisher cafe can ths
filence of [cripture, in certain inflances, be urged as an argument againf?
an eftablished ufage.

There is no evidence that Apollos acted as a Chrift:an preacher in the
church, much lefs, that be was acknowdedged in this charactcr, befire ba
recerved regular approbation. When be firft came to Ephefus, Aits xviii,
he knew the way of the Lord, only as far as J obn’s baptifin, or doctrine,
bad led him.  He knew that the kingdom of beaven, or the time of the
Meffiah’s appearance, was now come. But that J efus of Nazareth was
this Meffiah, hadrifen from the dead, nnd shed dswn the miraculons
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It muft, by this time, be manifeft to you, that nio man can claim
a right to officiate in the chara&er of a nii’rhﬁer"'ﬁr?énchér in the
<huech, uritil he has been approbated and recommended‘to the
work by the elders of churches. o .

I faall now fhew, that whenever miniftets or preachers travel
into parts; in which ih_c.}ir:m"e' hgt"_kl}:qﬁ_vn, they ‘dugli to cal‘ry with
them cmnpgr'en{ 'crcdé_h't;iats,; éﬁaihat no man Has a tight to a&t;
and Chriftians have no fight {3 fecefve a inan, fn this factéd cha-
radter, unlefs hié exhibits fifficient teftimony of his being vefted
with it. This s 2 juft conclufion From the pofition already prow

zifts of the Spirit, he had not been infiructed.  He firfi began to [peak in
the J ewish [ymigoguz, probably, asmany others did, by imvisation or
pemﬂl,'qn of ihe ruler of the (yragosue. He [pake'not as a Chrifliar
preacher, but.rather as aTearned and iows J e, who was lovking for
redemption in Iva’l.  For it is eip‘r{frg'remarked, that he knew only
the baptifim of John: Aquila, whe had ben inftructod by Pawl, and
whem Panl left av: Ephifus, when' he went from. thence, . and whom
(ome fuppofi 1o have bewr ordained  preacker by this apofile, perceivip
that Apollos knew only the doctrime of John, <« took bim, and expound-
ed to him the way of the Lord more perfectly.” . And accordingly we
find, that whem Apollos went to Achasa, ¢ he hielp.d the believers, and
Mightily convinced the J e, shewing from ¢he [cripeures, that Jefus
2w the Ghrilt.”  Before he wint iute Acixdia, < the h’?th)'-en"inEﬁb-
efis. < wrote to the difciples, exhorting than to receive himy"  As there
1owre.0w many beievers, o doubtlefs there 1were alfo elders or minif-
sets in Ephefus. W find, not long afrsr this, A&s xx. that thers was
a rgrnler of elders in that tiry, who had the oerfight of the church
Wete ; that théy bad beew there for fone time; and had beew acquainied
with Paul's minifry, * from the firff day thas heavent into Afia” It
is dosain then that there were dders in Epbcfus, as early as the time
swhen Apllos was there.  Thefe probably were the brethren, er at leaft
mong the Frithren, who rect)rr:m‘;’i&decf)',~ him t¢ the difeiples in Achaia,
Fer brethren is a term often ufed for e\ders of the church. 1t is by
Wo rifeans (uppofable thar Apollas shoild be knorvir to nine'but private
Chriflinsis. So liarneil mnd ddguent. a.man; who had read snd [pojin
optnly in the fjﬁvgu‘z, ond biers infiwucgied by Aquila, would certainly
becomse acquainted wishthe dders. If ke was knoton to-them, daubrle/s
they concwrred in this recommendation;, and if they racomniended bim,
; 03;’:{4&7 preianlly approved him in the character in which bt zvens to
PR, B T . :
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ed; and is fmbgr evident from the umform pra&xce in the apof
tles’ times. _ )

P.ul, after he had preached Chrilt for fome time in Damafcus,
wan: to Jerufalem, and efflayed to join himfelf to the difciples
there : But they were all afraid qf him, and believed not that he
was a difeiple. A@six. So cauuous were they not to receive one,
who _had pot givea them fufficient evidence of the truth of his
prctcnﬁom Bue Barnabas took him and brought him to the apof-
tles, the proper judges in cafes of this nature, and declared to
them, how Paul had feen Chrift in the way, and how he had
preached boldly at Damaftus in the name of Chrift ; and on this
tef¥mony of Barnabas, who was himfelf 2 minifter of Chrift, they
received him ; and he was with them, coming in and going out
at Jerufalem. You will obferve, he aflociated with the apofiles.
He did not fhun them : He fubmirted to be examined and judged
bysthem; and being accepted, he conforted and co-operated with
them. How differently he conduited from impoftors and deceiv-
ers, who choofe to avoid the company of the regular minifters of
Chrift :

In the apoftolick times, the preachiers of the gofpel, when they
travelled from place to place, carried with them wrirten . creden-
tiak. Paulfays, 11 Cor. iii. Ni:d <we, as fome ovbirs, lesters of com-
mendasion from yom, or :piffics of commendasion 30 you ? Ye are sur "o~
fle, knows and read of ali men.  His words import, thatathers; that
minifters in general, when they travelled beyond the circle of theiy
acquaintarnce, had occafion for letters of commendation, altheugh
he Limfclf was, by this time, known fo univerfally in tre clnerches,
and eipecially in Corinth, that he needed no fuch letrers’

Judas -and Silas are very pacticularly recommended to the

church in Antioch by the apoftles, elders, and church in Jerufalem.
A8s xv. 25. They are called * chofen - men; menwho had has-
arded their lives for the name of Chrift,” and whofe informa-
tion might be reccived with full credit. * And they, buiug prs-
Phets aifo themfdhves, exbocted thg brsthsen with many werds,”
Vere 3-.
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AWhen Timothy went from Philxppx to Corinth, 0 carry Paal’s
firlt epnﬁle to the Conmhuns, Paul, in the cpnfﬂe which he feng
by him, récommends him as a minifter, in thefe words ; chap.
xvi. “If Timothy come, feé that he rhiy be among you without
fear for he worketh the work of God, as I alfo do. Let; no
m.m therefore defpife him.” He recommcnds him alfo to the
Theffalonians. epiftle, iii. 2. « \Ve have fent Timotheus our
brother, and minifter of God, and our fellow-iabourer in the gof
pel of Chrift to eftablith you.-——o"

When Pau] was at Rome, he wrote a letter to the ‘Ephef 1an
Chriftians, and fent it by the hanq of Tychic.+; and, that they
might receive Tychicus without diftruft, Paul dhus recommends
him ; * That ve may know my affairs, and how I do, Tvdncus
a beloved brod\cr, and faithful minifter in the Lord, _..al make
known to you all things, whom 1 have fent unto yo.: for o - fame
purpofe—" Chap. vi In lke manaer he recomue: :ds him to
the Coloffians in his letter to them., * All my ftate fbaii Tychi-
cus declare, who is 2 beloved brother, faithful minifler and fel-
low-fervant in the Lord. Chap i .

He commends Timothy and Epaﬁmodzms to the Pbihpynns.
_Chap.ii. “Itruft to fend Timotheus fhonly unto you—Ye know
the proof of him, that, as a fon with . .. sather, he had ferved with
‘me in the gofpel.-——And 1 ﬁlppofed it ncceﬂ'ary to fend to you
Epaphroditus my brather and companion in labour and fellow-
{oldier—1 fend him—receive him in the Lord with all gladnefs,
and hold fuch in reputation.” .

Paul tells the Coloffians, chap. iv. 10, that « concerning
Marcus, fifter’s fon to Barnabas, they had already received
~ commandment; and if he came to them, they were to receive
him.”

When the eloquent, learned, and fervent Apollos, who had

“fpoken boldly at Ephefs, and taught diligently the way of the

Lord, was difpofed to pafs into Achaia, the brethren wrote, ex-
honidg the difciples 16 receive him. Afts xviii.
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]ohn, in his 'thirdfnf\giﬁl_e, recommends Denretrius, h‘&e@h&
had agood rcport of all men, and of the truth ifelf; and as one,
pf whom hc could lnmfelf bear teftimony wuh great confidence.

Pcter, in lus ﬁr‘} e xﬁlc, wluch he wrote to the ]cwxﬂi Chnfhaus
dlf rfed through’ the proy inces of Afia, fails not to make honour-
;eolc mention of Syl\ anus, whq carried the eptﬁlc to dxcm « .By
‘Sylyanus, a faiihfyl brodhier, have I writen.”

.Yea, we find, not only miniflers, but private Chriftians, re-
commcn’ied to the tehowﬁnp of faint. Paul commiends Onefi-
_;nus to the Co!oﬂ' ans, 3sa fanhfuk and beloved Lrother; and

‘Plicbe to 'tlie Rémans, as a mcmbcr of thc church in Ccmhrca,

ﬂnd exhqm tilxun tQ rccewc I’aer ‘ |
'i1_.'"l ()l ol [ |

:m ’iut I'have dlfady d}rélt’ 200’ long on th:s ammcnr I am

“fiske, it mu&!:y this nme, ¥e e:kceedmgl) plain to you all, that we
“’Ought ot only t0 re;c& thofe; who, without regular approbnnon

hive #Tamed the offide of téichers in dhe dmrch byt cauvioufly

to avoid flrangers, who, whilethe§t pretend to be minifters, exhibit

no proper credentials of thcxr zmmﬂeml or even Chrifltian cha-

" raéter, add of their re: *ruhr ﬂ'ahdmg in the chmch of Chnﬂ The

. churth in 'l'hyﬁura is fev ercly reproved by Chrift himfelf;’ v be-
caufe Mhe fuffered ‘thofe to tc1cb who called themfelves prophets ;”

~ bat, tlm thcy were fuch, gave no beérter gvidence, than their own
a wOrd  On'the other h;md “the’ dmrch i/ Ephefus is commended,
becavte the could not bear them who were evil 5 and tried’ thery

who faid they were apofiles, but were nat, -and tound them liar:.
Rc\'clalions i 25 20; ,,

¥rom the prcccdm« obf'crvmons ft appears, th at in the primi-
tive church there were two forts of minifters e:ctmorzfnuu'yA as
apoftles, prophets and cvangelifts ; and ordinary, as paftors ind
teachers. The former, who were employed in fpreading the gof
pel and planting churches in the worl4, weze endued with mira-
culous powers, by which thcy were enabled, as weﬁ to authenu-
cate, as t0 exceute, their extraondlmry commiffion. This, forr ot
@inifters, and this kind of cvidence were to continue, only ) jong
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‘a5 the ftate of t:¢ chyrch required them. ~When the.canon ‘of-
revelaton thould bz completed, *¢then prophefies were to - fail,
rongues were to ¢t fe, andknowledge,” as-an immediare, Riper-
patural gift, « was ro vanifh away. 1Cor, 13, 8, ‘ :
. | . .
The lazer, or ordinary minifters; were ftated paftors, who'fa-
bonred in word and dodrine, for the cdification of the chyrches,
“over which they were madeoverfeers. Thefe appear not to have
' generally poffeffed miraculous powers. They were to prove theie
minifterial authority by ordinary evidence: as by a folemn fepa-
* ration to their work before many wimtefles; and, when ocvafion
sequired, by a recommendaton from known minifters or chusdies.
. This order of religious teachers is'to continue in the churelyto the
© gud of the woild. Eph. iv. 11, 13. - .

Al ininiflers muft now appear in one or gther of thefe charac-
ters.  If they come as ordinary teachers, they are t6-exhibit the
oudinary evidence of their having been reqularly approbared to
their woik, and of- their good flaading in ihe churck. - 18 shey
.come s extraordmary minifters, pretending tb’_bp f'np‘rmmfally
called to, aind endued for their work, and hence claiming an au-
thority to go every where preaching the word, let themn praduce
the grear, divine feal of their hich commiflion by iirco.x;éﬁible
mirades.  Ocherwife we are not to receive them, nor bid then,
God ‘peed. S B c

It may be atked, ~ Wha if a minifier regularly’ ordained,
- fhould dfterwards become grofsly hereticul, negligent o¢ fmfinor-
@i Ishe not to be called 4 Jalz seacacr :—— Rather pernaps he is
10 be called a corrupt,  wicked, or flothful fervant. His guilt i
* nét 3 'diforderly intrufion into office, biit a crininal pervirfion of,
and unfaithfulnefs in his office. He is nut, however, 'by any
means to be tolerated in his wickednefs ; but the meafures pre-
{eribed in the gofpel are to be applied for his amendmen:. Ia
<ale of contumacy, or incorrigiblenets, he is to be rejedied by a
publick fentence of the elders of churches. "Untl trial and con-
viction he is in regular ‘ﬁ._mdin'g; for no man is to be condemned
without wial.  If in the'infrodu@ion of miniftess gofpel ovdes s
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obferved, as it generally s in our ftanding churches, there is lirde
danger, that one grofily vicious, or effenually erroncous, will long
be retained in office, becaufe he will be fubjeét to trial and ccn-
fure. But if every man may, at pleafure, affume the minifterial
office, and run whither he lifts; and people will countenance the
affumption, by attending his miniftrations, whergver he gocs,
there can be no fecurity.  For who fhall difplace office the
jman who claims an independent right to affums and retain it ?
He will fubmit to no judicature; he will fpurn every admonitioa
and cenfiire ; difcarded in ore place, he will carry his impofitions
to another; and noacknows where the mifchief will end. Tnole
- Chriftians, who imprudently follow and encourage vagramt, un-
known, unrecommended teachers, do their utmott to fubverr the
difcipline of the churches, and to break down the barriers which
the gofpel has placed againft the irruption of ignorance, errour
and vice, Chriff's sheep will ot foliow a firanger ; they will flee from
bim, for they know net the veice of firangers.

I = e R A
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DISCOUTRSE I
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IPROCEEDnthopointmtoyoufomeothermahoffalfe

_teachers.  On thefe I fhall not have occafion greatly to enlarge,

J1. Our Saviour tells us, * Talfe prophets come ix sheep’s clorh-

ng,bmmwardlytheymrm»gwdm Ye fhall know them
by their fruis.”

They will make great profefims, and perhaps, for a while, exhi-
bit fome plaufible appearance of humiliry, peaccablenefs, meek-
nefs, and indifference to the world.  They will declare, thar they
" have no parcy defigns, finifter views, or icifin aims ; that they
are only felicitous to promote your fpiriwal an? cternal intereft;
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while their real intention is ro divide, fcatter and devour you.
You may pollibly be deccived ax firlt by their fair preterifions,
and be carried away by their diffimiulation:  But obferve them
carcfully, and you will foon be undeceived. Suppofe, they
fhould ;neet with oppofition, or provocation, or bé difappointed
in theirviews ; then fec whether they retain the lamb-like semtlenes
of which they boated. No: You may nosv begin to difcern the

wo'f : Now they betray their pride, paffion and refentment : Now
they break you into parties, that they may carch fone of you.
They may appear mo Yeft and diffident at firft ; but fuppofe,- thvy
thocld find their mfluence increafed by the number of their adhe-
rencs and followers; then fee whether they are fo moderate m
their views; whether they are content with finall things ? No :
They will leap into one fold and another for new prey. A good
fhepherd attends to his own proper charge : The wolf is a rapa-
cious, prowlihg animat - Not fausﬁedwuh ‘taking out of one flock;
he roamsﬁ-omﬂocktoﬂock andanne\'erhave enongh.

I11. Falfe teachers bring in dangerous herefies privily, une
wares, and with cunning craftinefs. Eph. iv. 14. 31 Peter, il &
Jude iv.

It is noc every erroneous dorine that marks one 10 be an im-
poftor. In this imperfe& ftate an entire uniformity of fentiment
is not to be expe@ed. I thafe differences of opinion which af-
fe@ not the effence of religion, candour and forbearance will take
place among the virrous and difceming. Ecrours, which mar

the fubftance, and defeat the defign of the gofpel, ought to awak-
en the concern, and warm the zeal of a Chritian. To draw

with precifion the line, and mark with exactnefs the boundaries
between thefe different kinds of errours, will undoubtedly be
marter of dificulty.* “Thoungh the extrernes may be glaring, yer
whete the fhades mingle, it i a nice eye thae can difcriminate
But whatever may be errours tanght, craft and znifice in teaching
them are always to be condemned.. The man who affumes the
chara@er of a Chrifliem teacher, will’ not epenly avow dodrines
dire@ly and palpably fubverfive of the gofpel; for among Chrift-
iags, thefe doftrincs, in heir naked and undifimited tonh, will nee
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be received.  The facred writers, thercfore, make a fubtil and
mﬁd:ous manner of pmpm'mng crrours, no lefs, chan the errours
themfelves, a mark of ipnpottors. Of the amﬁcc with which
they proceed the gofpel has given us warming:  They ufually be-
gin with fmaller errours, and gradually advance to gregter. Thcy
open not themf{elves fully at ance, but with caution and referve.
They will no: alarm you by ca‘lmg it queftion. the grand princi-
ples and do@rines of relizion : They nthel choofe 1o léad you on.
gently; {tep by ftep,, from one errour 19 another: The apol\lc
tells Txmothv, ¢ Evil men and feducers wax worfe and worfe,
deceiving and being deceived.” In this refpe@t he compares thens
ta the ficlt deceiver. 11 Cor, x:, Speaking of falfe apoﬁlcc he
fays, « They ate deceitful workers, transforming themfelves i into
the apoﬁfﬂ of Cluift, #nd into minifters of nghteouﬁleﬁ, even as
Satan himfelt- was trmsformml into 3n augel of light.” He ex-
prefleth his.concern for the Cormdu.ms, « Left, as d1c {crpem be-
gtiled Eve throngh his fybdlty, {0 their minds fhould be corrupted
from the fimplicitw, that is in Chritt.” The fexpem bcwuxlcd Eve,
not by bold and dirett tesnptations;’ bur by (Iy and arcfn] entice-
moents.  He firlt inquires, whether God had fopbidden the ufe of
every tree.  When he was told, that there was a grant of all the
trees except ene, which was guarded with a threatening of death ;
he replies, * Ye thall not firdly die.”  There is not that -ddnger,
which you apprehend. He next imimates fome peculiar advans
tage in-eating of this particular tree.  Your eyes {hall be open-
ed, and ve ﬂn‘l be as goJS knowing good and evil.”. Prabably he
infinuated, that he was an angel of light fent from heaven to take
off the reftraint.  Thus, by dcm‘ecs feduced, the woman taft a
lono’ng eye on the fruit¢ The ﬁght inflamed her defire : This,
concurring with his fuggeftions, prev aikd on her o take and ean

In like manner the minifters of Satan are cautiouy. qat to ﬂ:arue
men at firkk by w00 bold fuggeftions.  They will affeft, in mo;t
points, to conform to the minifters of righreoufnels 5 to dup'
they think, or not grealy to differ from them; and gn‘y to [crvc
the (3me -important intereft, which rhey are ferving. Tbcy will
fuit themfelves to all compama, and as the apoftle fays, « theg
word will be yea, and nay;” one thing or anether, juft according’
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to the humours anii ﬁonons of the people mcv converfe with ;
unul they mnagine, they have gained their confidénce, and fedu-
ced'them fo fary'that it is ﬂmpoﬂ' ible to. renew theha-again to re-
pentarice : Then they #ib vanture.more boldly to difcover Iheu'
feunmems and open theii' defigris. " . .

IV. Unruly and iram t’a!kcuﬁ and decemrs are defcr'bed as pm
vatcly tampering; wih people of lefs knowledge and difcernment,
becalife thefe are more eaﬁly dcluded. : :

: 'I":ey chdofe mt; m mq ﬁrft m&ancc, to pm&xﬂ; on t! 1of'c who
are of full agq, and yho, by reafon of ufe; havc their 1enfcs exer-
cifed to difcem both good and eyil. They fhun fuch, left their
defigns fhould be difcovered, and thexr errours expofed. They
rather anempt to feduce the young, the weak, the wavering, the
dlﬁon'en'cd that, having gained thefe, they may more eafi ly
wake :mpre(ﬁon.s on the minds of thofe who are connelted wuh
them. The old ferpcnt hrft appllcd to‘Evc,, whom having feduced,
he by her mﬂuence drew the man into dlfobedlence. The fame
artifice is Pm&xced @i, Corrupt tcachex‘s, we are tqld, “be-
guile lnﬂable (ouls;” and ¢ creep into houfs and lead captive S
ly wormin, laden with fins, and, led away with divers lults, ever
learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truch ;'
thus « they. fubvert whole howfes, teaching things, which they °“vht
noy, for filthy lucre’s fake.” In this fenfe they are faid “ to fol-
low the way, and to hold the dodtrine of Balaain,” who ‘taught Ba-
lak 0 caft a ftumbling-block before the children of Ifrael by fe-
ducing them to marry the daughters of Moab, that by this idota-
trous: connexion, they might be enticed to eat things facrificed o
idols. 11 Peter, 11, 14, 15.—11 Tim. iiL 6~-—Tmn .. jir.——and
Rov. ii. 14, compared with Numb xxv i, 2

V Ignodxer mark of - falfe teachers is an melacable malignity
q:nnﬁ the fg:mdmg, regular muuﬂgr; of the érof'pel. |

Read the epiftle of ]‘\lde, and Pauls: qnﬁ‘la fo the Corinthians
and Gahnans, ahd you.w:ll fée this-fpinit to ba chara@eriftick of
them. ~They not on‘lty) cenfiiré feneé unworthy charaiters, but da-

-
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claim agamﬁ the whole order, and fpare no paigs to mﬁi{e inte
people’s minds - prejudices agamﬂ; all that belong t0 it. " Jude
ﬁys of thole ungosily men, who, in his day, l}ﬂ'cmpt in ugawares ;
« They {peak evil of things, which they knownet"~—flander mln
ifters and churches, with which they are utterly unauquamred.
o They deﬁufc dominion and fpeak evil of dignities.” “The falfe
apoftles reproached Paul, not enly-2s 2 mgn of dimémurive figure
and contemptible fpeech, but’ as ehe that wascamal, walked after
the flefh, and preached only for wages. But they commended
Hiemfelve es, as making the gofpel free "dnd a8 : preaching only
from love to fouls, withotit a_defire of worldly gain. And what
was their aim ? “The apoﬂle tells us; and he was well
acquainted with them. ¢ They zealoufly affe& you, but notwell :
Yea, they would exclude xs, that ye may affe@ them.” Gal. iv.
17. marg. Their hypocritical pretenfions of making the gofpel
without ch:u'oe, and their perpcmal clamour againft Paul for tak-
ing wages of the churches, Wwere the reafons, why he fo oftenand
fo largely ftated and proved the right of minifters to live by the
gofpel, and the obligation of Chriftians to fupport them. But
while he claimed a right to a fiberal maintenance, he tells the Co-
rinthians, he had waved this right among them, taking wages of
other churches 10 do them fervice.” And this he did, on charira-
ble and prudential reafans,  that he might cut off occafioii from
the falfe apoftles, who defired occafion, that wherein thuy gloried,
they might be found even as he.” * They gloried, as falfe reachers
moft commonly do, in. making the gofpel free : But Paul fays,
They are « deceirful workers.” He aQed openly and without dif-
caife. He afferted his ngbt but remitted the exercife of itin Co-
'rmth. ‘They were vain ‘talkers and deceivers ; they dénied the
right, and yet exercifed it in a furreptitious manner. - While they
gloried.in preaching freely, they aGually took of the Corinthians
fo extravagantly, that they even * dewomred them, and breugh:
them into bemdige.” And yer - there were fome in Corinth; wl\o,
while they joined in the.clamour-agaigft Pay] as an hircling, would
patiently bear any thing, ‘and every thing from thofe decpivers.
“ Have 1.commitred an offence, fays he, becaufe I preached to
you the gofpel of God freely ?"—— But ye fuffer fools gladly;
for ye fuffer, if 2 map bring you into bondage ; if a man devour
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you ; if a man take of you if a man exalt himfelf; if a man
{mite you vnthe:face.” Bt how did thefe deceitful workers car-
1y on their defign of talking Wiges, while they pretended to have
none ? It feemms they em\pbyel Qtebmp!ic‘cs to take, orrather ex-
ton gifts for the:* - And then, 8 cover the ariifice more deeply.
and prevent a fufpicion of their ptitiry, they accufed -Paul of his’
doplicity.  But he urrerly difavows it, and appeals to the Corinthi-
ans for the falfity of the charge. He fays, “ I was not burden-
fome t you j——for I feek not yours, but you—very gladly will
1 fpend and be fpent for you."——*< But be it fo; Idid not bur--
den you, yer being crafty, I caught you with guile.” i e. Thefe
deceitful workers, confiioms ef their own artifice, will fay,’
~ Thowsh I did not barderi you myfel, yet I crafiily employed
others to take of you for me.” He defpifes the infinuation. * Did
I make a giin of you by any of them whom I fent to you ? I de-
fired Titus, and with him I fent a brother. Did Titus make a gain
of you ? Walked we not in the fame fpirit, and in the fame fteps 3"
Paul * renounced the lidden things of difhonefly, not walking in
craftinefs " But thefe deceivers, ¢ throngh céveroufnefs,
with feigned words made merchandize of their hearers.” 1 Cor.
ix. and 11 Cor. x. and feq. and 11 Peter, ii. 3.

This leads me 0 notice another mark which the apoftle men-
tions.

VL This fort of teachers are guided by no lme, and confined
to 0o mheafure ; but run from place to place, enter into.ather men'’s
tabours, and build on other mea's foundation.

Wicrever the apoflies-came preaching the gofpel, they exhibit-
2d tull evilence, as of their general commiffion, fo of their pari-
<tiar warrant o preach in that place.  When any foughe a proof
of Ciwrift (peakinz in Paul, he as able to anfwer, “ The figns of
an 1poﬂlc have bcen wrought among vou—-—and we have been

“throughly made manifeft among you in all things.™ He fays to

“the Corinthians, “ We dare nor make ourfclva of the number,
nor compare ourfelves with fome who commend themfelves—-

We date not imitate the arrogance and oftentarian 6F your falfe
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apoftles. “ We will not boaft of things without our meafure,
but according to the meafure of the rule which God hath diftribu-
fed 10 us, a meafura 10 reach even untg you. For we ftretchnae
ourfelves beyond, nor boaft of things without qur meafure, that
is, of other men's labours: But we have hope, when your faith is
increafed, that we fhall be enlarged by you, according to our rule,
to preach the gofpel in che regions beyond you ; and nor to boaft,

m anotier man's line, of things made ready toour hand.” 11 Cor.

x. 12—16. How different was Paul’s condu@t from thag of thefe

falfe apottles 2 They caould thew ng commitlion to preach to the
Corinthians, nor indeed any wheve elfe : Rut he could manifeft
his apoftolick ‘commiffion, and his particular warrant to preach in
Corinth; for when he was qrdained to preach to the Gentiles, a
meafure was affigned him which included Achaia, They moved
by no line, by no rule, but leaped frony one church to anocher:
He went on orderly in preaching the gofpel and planting churches
among the Gentiles, from Judea through ail the interiacent pro-
vinces, until he came 10 Corinth ;' and he hoped ftill 1o proceed
farther according to his line. They only came and perverted

thofe churches, where the fajth had been already preached, and

fo could only boaft of things made ready to their hand$ ; inftead
of founding churches, they only formed fe@s out of churches al-
ready founded : He preached the gofpel where no other apoftle
had before been employed ; and erected churches, not as feparate
parties. but only as provinces of Chrift's general kingdom, that
there might be no fchifm in the body. He fpeaks to the fame
purpofe in his lexter to the Romans. I will not dare to fpeak

of,” or aflumc to0 myfclf << any of thofe things, which Chrift hath
not wrought by me."—* Yea, fo have I ﬁnved to preach the gof~

pel, not where Chrift is naroed, left 1 ftould build on another

man’s toundation. Rom. xv. 18, 20.
[ B

Miniiters, you fee, are to have their refpeftive lines and mea-
fures, within which they muft move. They.are ngt 10 be « clouds
without water, driven about with-wind™ iy every direétion ; bue
clouds fraugit with heavealy treafurcs, and advancing in a fteady
courfe over the thirfty ground. ¢ Their dodrine fhould drop as
the rain, and Jdiitil as he Jdew, as:he Guul rain on the tender
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herb, and the fhowers on the grafs.” They are not to be ** wan-
dering ftars,” but ftars confined in their appointed orbits. They are
not to crofs each other’s lines, and interfere in their motions ; bar.
like the heavenly fyitem, to run, cach in his proper circuit, around
the common centre. ‘They are 10 contribute, each in his {phere,
to the general order and harmony. They arc to be fellow-work-
ers to the kingdom of God. Paul charges the elders of the churich,
that they take heed to the flock, over which the Holy Ghoft has
made them overfeers, to feed the church of God.” Ads xx. 18.
The caution given by Peter, « Be ye not bufy-bodies in other
men's matters,” is peculiarly applicable o, and perhaps efpecially
intended for minifters, whom he pasticularly addrefles in the pre-
cedent and fubfequent verfes. The original phrale literally im-
ports, Let mome of you—act as a bishcp im another’s prevince. 1 Peter,
iv. 15. Itis a plain mark of a falfe teacher, to enzer upon, and
pull down other men's works, that he may build on their ground :
To ftretch himfclf beyond his meafure, of 1o move without any
line of direction. In this refpe@ Peter and Jude compare the cor-
rupt teachers, in that day, to clouds hurled about with a tempeft
—to raging waves of the fea—to floating meteors, of firong, buy
sranfient glase, (0 which is referved the blacknefs of darkaefs for-

gver.*

Y e

* « The prophet Ifaiab, chap. xxx, verje 10, [ays, * Thine eyes
#¢ fhall fee thy teachers.  This is a blejfing pecuisarly promifed to the
“ chwrch of Wivael, after she bad [urmennt:! ber grearcf irials ; and
#¢ therefars maft properly belongs to the [piritnal Ifrad, or gofpd church ;
“ whfe teachers should wot dwell, like the Lewites, i [.parase cities, bus
“< in the midft of ber, jo that she might fec thew, be comverfane wish
& them, knrw sheir ability and fdelsy in their offics, have their exams-
* o before ber eyes, and enjoy sheir prefence and counjels in all ber tron-
“ Wes. Such is evidently the :zp of she gofpl-miniftry. Accordingly,
. ::c;pt a few ef:z::gd}ﬁs, Mu:‘ extraordinary orf’«n, and whe
o kad a werk in fome re[pects, pecasliar to themfehves, the Chriftian church.
“es, in the firf ages, bad their known efficers, their fettled bishops, wibe
. ¢ refided, each in the church of which be was made overfeer. aman
““ s ddcror&ismofdm church, and fuch a man of ansther. Eve.
““ ry congregasion bad its eum paflor ; every large cisy bad us
““ paflors. Chriflians mjoyed a perfonal acquainiance with abar‘:z-z‘
“tor; fully knesw bis faish, dectrine, manner ~+ *, and bad accefs to
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VII. They are confidered by the apoftles as falfe teache~
who caule divifions and oficaces in the churches of Chyift.

The gofpel every where inculcates peace and unity among
Chriftians; and repreients feparaiions and party attachments, as
an evidence that they are carnal.  Errours and corruptions in 2
church are no reafon, why we thould withdraw from her com:
munion, untilthey plainly appear to be fimdamentaland incurables
they are rather a reafon, why we thoald be watchful to reform
the things that are amifs, and to firengthen the things that remain.
There can fcarcely be a more ftriking indication -of hypocrify and
carnality in a profeflor of religion, than his feparating from the
rommunion of a church, on pretence of corruptions or ungodly
members in &, when he himfelf has neverinade one fingle attempe

“ bim for advice en all occafions ; and he, fanding i a [pevial and en-
« dearing relation to thim, naturally cared for ther flase. The evi-
<< dence of this appears in all parts of the acts and the epiftles.  Th:
“ church of Evhe{ns bad her own overfeers, fet apart, by the Holy Ghoft,
« for her particular [ervice, to whith they were command:d to 1ake
“< beed,  The apofles ordained elders in every church.  Titus was Lfs
< in Crete, that he might ordain clders in every city, and Jet in order
“« things which were wanting. Th: churches in Afia had each ber dij-
“ tinct angel, or paftor, ro whom J obn deivers a meffuge jrom Chriff,
“ 1 be communicased to the churches. Thefe obfervations prove, that &
¢ man who choofes to officiate as a preacker, where he is mnknown s whe
¢ wanders from toun to town, and from flate to flate, k:eping his exterral
“ call and gqualifications out of [ight, carriss amoft glaring mark of a falje
“ teacher.  _And whatever pretenfions he makes of xeal for Chrift, and
“ love to fouls, he is to be regarded with the (ame diffrufl, as & rambiing
“¢ mountebank, who profeffes a fupernatural fkiil 1o heal men's difeafes,
“«or Zrcdict their fortunes. Sectaries, who are fixed inno ome place ;
“¢ who exhibit no authentick cred:mtials ; who preach not on the inflitk-
“ ted day, in the flated place, under the patronage of lettled minifters |
“¢ but in coutempt of all order, creep into corners, cali privase lectwres,
““ endeavour to fafcinate their hearers with the charms of novety, and,
«¢ before thes can well be known, flee away, and giv+ place to a fuccefor
“ of the [ame do[-viption, come not from the good Shpherd: but ave
“ thofe thieves and robbers, who come to fleal and defiroy, and of uhom

. < the great Sieprard bas cvarned us to beware. To fuch th: porter niay
% wor open 5 a.d i b che shecy may not hear mor follow.”

Letter to the Author from a Friend.

k]
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to purge ot the comnpnons, or to reclaim or remove the ungad
ly menibers,

One great end of the inftiunion of clmruu.s, and of f'ou al wor-
fhip in then, is the promotion of pe-ee, ln'mony and love.
Thofe teachers, therefore, whofe object is to caufe divifions in
churches, have nothing of the (pirit of the gofpel, but are mani-
feftly purfuing a dcﬁgn in dive& oppoliticn to it. Jude, defcrib-
ing the inpofters who had fecretly crept in among Chriftians,
fays, * Thefe are they who feparate themfelves, fenﬁnl l\avw’r
not the fpirir. Verfe 19.  No words can be more plain and dc-
{criptive, than thofe of St. Paul  « Mark them who caufe divi-
fions and offences, contrary to the do&rine which ye have receiv-
ed, and avoid them. For they that are fuch ferve not the Lord
Yefus Chrift, but their own belly ; and with good words and faix
fpeeches deccive the hearts of the fimple.” Rom. xvi. 17, 1%
They deceive by fair fpeeches.  They profefs uncommon fandity,
bigh affurance, extraordinary zeal, and immediate communica-
siohs from the Spirit. As the apoftle fays, * they commend and
exalt themfelves, and meafure thenufelves by theinfelves, and coms
pare themfelves among themfelves, as it they were perfe@ am;l-
wnfallible ftandards. Thc) jultify their feparations by pretenfions,
shat others are ot fpiritnal emough for their communion—they
would form a pure church.  The language of thei- condué is,
* Stand by youritlves, :ome not near, for weare holier than you.”
But what fays the God of. peace and purity ? ¢ Thefe ave a finoke
= my nofe ; a fire that bunieth all the day.” 1faiah Ixv. .

The promoters of divifions, the better te dccomplith thcn-n ick-
ed purpofes, are watchful to take advantagc of any unhappy cit-
~umftance in a church; fuch as an accidental contention, the difci-
pline of an offending member, the ficknefs or removal, the death
et the cemporary abfence;of the ftated paftor: A the \\off l‘g'aps
-ato the fold, when the ﬂlepherd is withdrawn, or 2 gap LsOpcncd
Paul, who knew their craft better. thag he withed, fays to the ef-
ders at Ephefus, < I know tha, after my d: iparture, fhall gnevous
‘wolves enter i among, you, not fparing, thc ﬁqck Alfo of your

own felves fhall men aufe, fpe:king pe.rvcrfe thmus to draw’ away
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difeiples after them.” Ats 20, 29, 30. They are indnftrious to
make difciples: But to whom —To Chrift } No, but to ¢bem-
Jebves. It is with this view that they ramble from fold te fold,
and enter into other men’s flocks.  So Chrift fays to the feribes,
* Ye compafs fea and fand to make one profelyte ;" leavirg no
art untried for that end.  But what i$ their intention ? Is it that
their profelyté may be more devored 1o God? No: It is that he
may be attached to them, and fo add to their importance. « When
he is made, fays Chrift, ye make him more the child of hell than
youtfelves.” Your corrupt flatteries only Harden him in his wick-
ednefs. Math, xxiii. 15 $0 Jude fays of thenit, # They have
men’s perfons in admiration becatife of id\?anngc v cﬁeemmg
and applaudinig this and that man, not on account of his real vir-
tite and worth, but only on account of his readinefs to ferie their
defigns. « No, no,” they will tell you, «we lave no fuch un-
* worthy aims : But tlte churchesare fallen from the gofpel purity.
* And we are preffed in fpirit to teftify againft them ; we would by
all means fave fome.” 1 this their ‘intentioni? Why then climb
they over the walls, inftead of emering by the door? Why creep
they in uttawares, inftead of walking up’i'ight » Why apply they
adét to the paftors of churches, to convince themn of, and reclaim
them frorh the {uppofed errours and corruptions ? Would not this
be the fureft and dire@eft way to reform corrupt aml erroneous
churches ? This is the way that Chrigk has pointed out.  When
John was fent to the degenerate churches of Afia, did he¢ negle&t
the ftated paftor, and addrefs the people without _Im knowledge ?
Did he atermpt 1o difaffe@ them to, and detach them from i
miniftry ? Did he caufe divifions and {eparations irr order to make
ene pure church oyt of feven corrupt onies  No : John's letcers
are directed immediately to the angal, or paffer of each chutch, o
be by him communicated to the people. Thus the Spiri fpake to
the churches. John acted by command of Chrift. * To the
#ngdl of the church write”— Thefe things {aith the Son of Ged"
« He that hath an ear let him hear, what the Spirit faith to che
churches 2 The churches were to hear what was fpoken in- this
‘way: Burthey werenot to hear every man'who came in the gadb
" of a reacher, and who, by his high pretenfions to infpiration, fub-
vetred the order which Chnﬂ: had fextled. There were enough
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fuch among tiem.  Thergfore on= church is reproved, becaufe
the fuffc red them to teach, whofalfely called themfetves prophets 3
And another is commended, becaafe fhe couild not bear them that
were evil; and tried them, who fid, thcy were apoftles, and were
sot; and found them lia:s.

It is a ceitain tfl:irk of a falfe te'achucr, 'if under pretence of
ref‘ormma ghunhes, he caufes divifions in them. There were
cotruptions in rnoft of the Afiatick churches: In {ome.of them
there were buzfe\\ mcmbers, who had not defiled their garments.
And what were thofe few to do 2--——Withdraw, left they fhould
be m“'c&cd with the ﬁlrhy garments. "of their brethren ?----No :
But 0 watch and Lcep their own garments, to fave others wzth
fear, and encourage the purity which rem uncd Rev. ii. and iil.
chapters.

VIII. Yalfe teachets ufually artend mdre to the form, than td
the powcr of godlmefs.

/

Thc preaching of the: apo&les was ranonai folid, zmd convinc-
ing. It tendedwo make men wife and good, humble and holy,
pious and berevolent. They taught th‘lt ¢ the kingdom of God
was not meat and drink, but righteoufnefs and peace aid joy in
the Holy Ghoft"—~--that <« In Clirift neither circumcifion, ‘nor un-
circdm'ciﬁon amilqd ¢ bift a Hew creature, keeping the command-
Prents of God, and faith working by love.” Theit do@rine was
sdcording ro ﬂodlmcﬁ Impo&or< ratherlay:weight on certain
d:ﬁmynfhhw tenets and ufage of their own ; oh p'lmcuhr modes
and formns ; on the meaus and inftruments of religion ; on thinas
fiiited-to ftike the paffions ahd c¢aprivate the affetions. With
mcn of this chirafter, converfion, though perhaps much talked
of, 1s ‘only comrﬁrr éver to their fe&, and adopting their pcculnr
fentiments and torms. When they gain profelytes to their patty,
they boaft the number of their converts; and urge their fuccefs,
as A’ tVldche that God is with them. ' The blind,’ procrmml
g\m]és {o often rcprm ed by eitr Sarviour, made E'clﬁcjbn to-confift
ﬁ)‘bn‘e i tything mirte; ahife and eummin, in fong 1nd noify phvcﬂ

an" ﬁ‘equem fafts, rhanmr:-rh'eouﬁ:cﬁ mercy, “:mh and the love
N S T
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of God. Marh. xxiii. Thofe vagranws; who went out from the
apofties, becitife they were not of them; and who fubverted the
fouls of the believers, faught, that except nien Were circumcifed,
anid"obfetved the ceremonies of the law, they could not be fav-
od. A@s xv. The falfe apoftles in Corinth, andl ‘&il workers
in Philippi, had confidence in the flefh, in extemal rites and
forms ; they gloricd that they were Hebrews, lfraclites, and the
feed of Abrabam. ii. Cor. xi. Phil iii 2, 3, 4 The perver-
ters of the gofpel Cal-tia umed their hearers to weak and
beggarly elements, and ..ight them to obferve days, and
meonths, times, and jears. Gal. i¥.. 9, 10. The uaruly and
vain talkess aitd dece:v:  in Ephefus and in Crete, who crept in-
to houfes, and fubverted v - ale families, had oaly a form of god-
linefs ; they denied the power of it. They fought to pieafe fuch
as could not endure found do&trine, and to gratify their itching
cars. They humoured the difpofition of thofe, who, after
their own lufts, heaped to- themfelwes teachers; they amufed
them with fables, inftead of edifying them with found de@rine..
il. Tim, .. and .. cbagten. Tius L ro, 11..

The apoftles of Chrift ufed great phmneﬁ of fpeech; by man-
ifeftation of the truth commended themfelves to every man’s con-
fcience ; warned and-taught every man in all wifdom, dmd:ey
might prefeat every man-perfe in Chrift Jefus. The falfe apof-
tles aimed only to- move the paffions, pleafe the fancy and excits:
the admiration of their hearers. * They allured them with gress,
Jwdling words of vanity;™ with words rending both te- exalt them-
felves, and fwell the pride and felf~confidence of their deluded ad-
mirers. They might boatt of their fumerous convens; but con
verss made only by the agitation of the paffions, without inftruc-
sion of mind or-change of temper, are but as * trees whofe
fruit wichereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked wp by the roos.™

- The ancient Jews, in their cormpteﬁ fate, called fuqnem at
femblics, appointed folemn meetings, and multiplied their offer-
ings; they fougi God daily, atked of him the orduuncad'iuﬁwe
und ook delight in approachipg 1o him, as 2 nation that did rg'!-
.1oufnefs and forfook not the ordinances of dreifGod. Bus God'
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isflimeed fabbath and worfhip was no delight to them. They

would worfhip God in any time ot manner, except that which he
had prefcribed. The prophet is therefore direéted to cry aloud
egainftthem, and teach them their tranfgreflion. Iiaiah lviii.

However zé;lou_s we aifg:‘to heap 0 ourfelves teachers, and.
multiply to ourfelves f'éaﬁ_:ps of worlhip, if we negleét the worihip
of God on the day and in the place, which he has. aplpointed; our
religion is but an empty form.  Such a perverfion of God's ordi-
mances procéeds not from {piritul zeal, but from worldly luft.

IX. This fort of teachers are defcribed as oppofing fubordins-
don under infidious pretenfians of liberty. :

" The apoftle cautions the Ephefians, that * they be ast cirried
away-—by the flight of men and cunning crafiinefs, by which they
lie in wait to deceive.” Chap. iv. 14. He alludes to the fraudful
dexterity 6f praQtifed gameftets in managing a die, or cube, as
the word fignifies, which they will throw with fuch a flight as 1o
make the fide come up which they wilh. Much fo crafty deceiv-
ers tofs men. about,_by addl'emng_tbeir fe_elings, and plying them
with fubje&ts fuited to agitate their paflions.  And, for this fpiri-
wal legerdemain, they feldom find a more handy inftrument,
than the forn of liberty. Their firft abje& is to unfettle people’s
minds from the do@rine and order of the gofpel, by infinuating,
that their underftandings bave been impofed on, and their con.
fciences enflaved, and §t is time to affert their lbeny If they
€an only fet men afloat, they hope to take the dire@ion of them
into their own hands. This ganie the devil wo faccefsfully play-
ed with our progenitors in Eden.  Hé infinuared, that they were
held in ignorance and blind obedience 5 and if they tould throw
off the rcﬁraing, their eyes would be opened. The Amix.\iﬁcrs of
Satan ufe the fame ariifice. Corah would perfuade the Jews,
that they were led about blindfold by Mofes, and pricft-ridden by
the fhndmg order. Peter and Jude defcribe feducess, as « deq.ii:
ing government,” and endeavouring, under pretence of libeny,
0 levcl. all diftin@tions: As * murnmrers and complainers; pre-
funptuous and felfwilled ; and as fporting in their \_‘;eccptious R
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As headftrong in their waye, and incapable of being mended by
counfel, or recliimed by reafon. *

Paul gives the fame account of them in his fecond letter 1o
Timothy. He fay$, « Perilous times fhall come, for men fhall
be lovers of itheir ownfelves, covetous,” teaching things which
they ought not for filthy lucre’s fake ;  proud, and boafters” of
their own fugeribu: fanétity ; “ evil fpeakers and difobedient to
parents” under pretence of being more godly than they ; * un-
thankful, unholy, without natural affe@ion, covenant breakers,”
ot difregarding the covenant obligations which they are under te
the church of God; * falfe accufers, incontinent,” or much given
to luft; « ficrce” and malignant in their tempers ; “* hqady and
high-minded :* And yet affuming  a form of godlinefs " ~ Of
shis- fort are they who creep inta houfes, ta lead the fimple cap.
tive. From fuch wrm away.” What is che liberty, which fuch
goodly patrons procure i—The apoftle callsit caprivey, or Yub-
jection to divers lufls. It is a liberty, which begins in licentiouf”
nefs and ends in bondage, -Peter fays, « They allure througi

. -
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* Peter mentions this ameng echer marks of filfe teachers, that in
sheir feffivals or affemblies, th? fported themfelves with their own
deceivings: Or with cortain devices to deceive their followers ; thus
beguiling unftable (ouls. Ireneus, a Chriflian father, whe wrote
Joom after the apoflies, bas men:imed o particslar device, which Peter is
here flﬁoﬁd t0 ailude to.  Speaking of th:fe bereticks, he fay;, * They
made it their cuflom, in thar f-flivals, fortibus ludere, 1o play with
lots.” How thelc lots wers apy.cd;, Peter may be [uppo[cd to mtimate,
when he fays, their fporting 1vas to deceive and beguile, that they
might better exercifc their covetous pradtices; I 15 probable thas
thefe deceivers, pretending, that a lot drawn in 4 particular manner was
& divine dxcifian, 00k upon them thus to direct men's conduct, and to
predics their deflimy.  Hence it app-ars that the impious practice, lately
‘kmeun ameng us, of difcovering men's [piritual fase by a lotery, is nos
fa wovel, as:(ome have imagined. Semething fimilat to it [eems to bave
been in uft ammang thefe religious gameflers whe vexed the church in,.and
and fom after the apoflles” times.  But the ufe of paffages of facred wrie
in 8 way of lastery, is a [pecies of impicty probably unknewn to the an-
cients.  This improevement on the dld plan modirn gam-fier s may doube-

lefs appropriats.
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the lufts of the flefh thole who had cfcapcd from then that live
in errour.  While they promife them liberty, they themfelves
are the fervants of corruption; for of whom a man is overcome,
of the fame he is brought into bondage.” 11 epiftle, il 18, 19
They relax the firict precepts of the gofpel, preach dodrines
fuited 10 men’s cormpt inclinarions ; flatter their fpirtual pride,
and bol@er them up with falfe hopes by haftily pronouncing them.
in a ftate of grace.  Thus delivering them from the reftraines of
fear, they plunge them inco more abfolute bondage to their lufts,
and make their laft {tate worfe than the firft.

] would obferve once niore.

X. Falfe teachers corrupt the ‘word of God and handle it de--
ccitfully.  In oppofition to themn Panl fays, = We are net as ma-
»y, who corrupt the word of God. We have renounced the hid-
den things of difhonefty——not handling the word of God de-
ceifully—" 11 Cor. ii. 17—and iv. 2. One common way ia
which they corrupe the word is, by * tuming the truth into fa-
bles,” or by rejecting the plain, literal meaning of feripture for
the fake of a myftical, allegorical fenfe, wtich they abfordlycall
the “fpiritual fenfe.” Thus they mak: the whole Bible uncer-
tain, and are at libenty to give every text a fancitul rum, which
beft ferves their own purpofe, or plea[e(r the bumour of dnt

hearers.

There were, in the apoftles’ dav, fome of this fagtaftick com-
plexion. They deaied the literal incarnation, death and refurrec-
tion of Chrift; and affirmed that his body was only fpe@ral, and
his death and refurreétion only illufive. They profeffed high per-
feftion in holinefs, abfolute freedom from fin, clear dilcernmen
~of fpiritual things, uncommon illuminarions from God Itss

manifeft, that the epiftle of Jude, and the firft epiftle of Joha,
Were written in oppo(tion to thefe enthufiaftick, myftical religion.
ifts.  Yude calls them * dreamers;” inen whofe religious norions
were as widd and incoherent, as the fpons of imagination in a
“dreamn.
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Some deiftical writers havc taken this method to fubvert the
credit of revelation : And the fame artifice others have ufed te
propagate their irtational and unfcriptural opinions.

Nothing can be more dangerous than this way of interpreting
fctiprure.  If we deny its literal meaning, and conceive the real
fenfe t0 be hidden in myfteries, allegoties and fanciful allufians,
we entirely deftroy its ufe : And then, in our inquiries after truth
and duty, what tule fhall we find o guide us? Every man's fancy
muft be his guide, which, like an ignis farwns, will miflead the
wandering pilgrim into bogs and morafled of errour, and finally

ingulph him in everlafting ruin.

I have now laid before you fome of the diftinguifhing charae.
ters of falfe reachers; and you will confider and remember, that
they are charadters drawn, not by me, but by the facréd feriptures,
Where they apply, let them apply. If you perceive that you
have hitherto been under falfe teachers, it is time o renounce
them and feek others: If you find otherwife, 2& accordingly.
Teachers you are to have; but let them be gofpel ones.  You
muft judge for yourfelves; but if you judge wrong, it is at yout
peril. Strait is the gare, and narrow is the way, which leads w0
life, and few there be that find it : Therefore beware of falle
prophets.” Some feem to think it pretty indifferent whom they
follow. If it be fo, tell me why our divine Lord, and all his apof-
tles, have taken fo much care to guard you agaiatt impoflors and
intruders; and why they have given you fuch perpetual cautions

againft them.

If you fufpedt, that the dotrines of religion believed by vour
fathers, and the order of the churches, and the manner of intro-
ducing and fupporting publick teachers, which have generally ob-
tained in the land, are unfcriptural and deftruftive ; if you ima-
gine, that the churches in the country have been no better than
fynagogues of Saran; that God has never owned them as his
churches, nor bleffed the word and ordinances adminiltered in
them; if you fuppofe, that your fathtrs have been orly fools and
hyposrites, and that you, grown betrer and wiler, 2 Louad a3

-
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Chritians, to encourage innov -ations 'tcnd:ng to the fubverfion of -
thefe churches; it thefe aré your honeft fentitnents, this only
would I fearn of you 5 when did piety and “irue, peace and good
erder moft abound ?—In tlie days of our fathers >—Or fince thefe
ﬁxppofed improvements have saken place ?

There are fome things & in religion, which all maft aflow to be
great and effential; fuch as juftice, mercy, faith, benevolence,
peaccablenefs condefcenfion and humility. The promotion of
thefe is cne great end of focial worthip, and of all fpecial inftite-
sons. 1f we find, that any particuar olnmons and ufages do in
fa& anfwer this important end, there is a ftrong prcfumpuon in
favour of them. But if, on the contrary, as new fentiments an&
forms rake place, they who adopt them become more fwola with
pride and felf-confidence; more apt to vilify, cenfure and con-
deinn their fellow Chriftians, and more induftrious to fow difcord
amorg brethren; this is a (hrewd ﬁgn, that their notions are not
fourided in truth : At leaft it proves, that their rdngxon has done
them no good.

thn a minifter wams h-mk againft innovatieas in + doce
wine and worfhip, againft heaping to themfelves teachérs, and
sountcnancing divifions in churches, it is commmon that they im-
pute to him fome felfifh defign. Whatever opinion you may
have of yoyr own minifter’s views in preaching the gofpel, yet if
you only confider him as a man not divefted of the common
feclings of bumanity, you will kaow it is impoffible, that he
fhould be indifferent 1o your intereft. Can you imagine, that cne,:
who has miniftered to you, and been converfant with you, in alf
circumftanges of profperity and adverfity, fromn his youth for near
shirty yeass ; atho has fecn a grear part of you grow up under his
miniftry ; who has been fupported by your liberality, and hap-
Py in your: ficady frienddhip ; can you imdgine, that fuch an one
wil! not macwally case fur you 2 Can.a franger, on a ranfied ine
terview, have feeliug,s like him ? Believe the things now otfercd
to be warnings of lan¢.--~1 know themt 10 be words of trah.

1} ;sa a‘{y, '%qur t[lé: churd;es in :He land :'re in .lmxg;r ’ an‘

you are not exempt.  Vice and tnmorahiy peevzil: d:truitive
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errours make progrefsgthe minds of 1many are unfettled from the
wuch, and from the order of the gofpel; :mport:mt doétrines are
denied or called in queftion; facred’ m{htuuons are treated with
¢ontempt; and notions fubvetfive of’ pcage and virue are zeal-
éufly propagated and cagerly embraced.  Bat be not you carri-
¢d about with divers and firmge dodtrines: It is > good thine,
that the heart be eftablifhed with grace.

The remarkable prevalence of errour dnd diforder in churches’
at this particular time, proceeds chiefly, 1 imagine; from two cau.
fes. Firft, from the greac carefelliiefs and fupidiry of formet
years, in confequence of which, inany have grown up unprincii
pled in religion, and urfirnifbed with do@trinal knowledge, and
fo are peculiasly expofed to the impofitions ot defigning men,
and urterly dnprovided fot their own defence. And, fecondly,
from the natural operations of the late civil war.  Though it ul-
fimately became a navionai, yet, in its origin and carlieft ftages, it
was properly a civil war. And fuch a war ﬁldoml"ﬁ\ils ta pro-
duce confufien in religion. The reafon is oonous In a civil
war the fame people, divided into oppofite interefls, are filled with
more violent animofities, than thofe ‘which take phce .bcnﬂ:cn
contending nations. The mutual jealoufies and refentmenrs, zeat
and engagednefs of party againft parry, augmented Uy mitual-re:
eriminatiorss, proximity of fituatian, and the rcmemor:mce of pafe
connexions, putthe mind on the firetch, difturb abe: iHervems: fyf-
tem, and throw the fpirits into an agitation: nearly berdcr!nu ot
enthufiafm, To agzravate the animofity, relision i ifﬁnllv in-
woduced on both fides, amd, conreary to her mild dnf'pofmorr fe
compelled to bear a part in the keen and angry comroverfy. -
fuch a ftate of mind, people are peculiarly fufceptible of delul' ve
impreffions ; confequently new teachers, who rife up, and labour
to infufe into Chriftians jeatoufies of each other, or of their ftated
mftru&ors, are liftened to with avidity, and received with creduli-
ty. Atfuch atime men bécome a much eafier prey to errour and
fedu@ion, than in thofe calmer periods, when their fpirits are mor
ferene and difpaflionate. - And Satan doubtlefs rakes advarnage of
the wrbid fcene, more darkly to ply his tcmptauom and more
fuccfsfuﬂ} to fpread the confufion. -
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You hnve need, my, brethren, to be peculiasly on your guard.
Beware, leﬁ bemg led away with the errour of the wicked, you
fall from your own fteadfaffnefs. Remember the facred obliga-
tions you are under as profeflors of rehgzon Let your faith in

the truth of the gofpel be confirmed.by thofe appearances in the
ftate of the church, which the apotties have /6 exprefsly foretold and
fo plainly deferibed.  Aend on God's appointed ordinances, adhere
clofely to his word, and ceafe to hear the inftruétions, which caufe
to err from the words of knewledge. Let your minds be calm
in all your 1clngnous inquiries Let not paffion, jealoufy or party
deﬁgn have any influence in forming your principles, or determin-
ing your practice. ~Confider that religion is 2 matter of infinite
ﬁnportance a bufinefs whofe confequences are not terminated
wuh time, but reach forward into all the deprhs of eternity. Treat .
& always as a moft ferious concern; prove all things ; hold faft
that which is goed.

4 But why all this ado about falfe teachers,” fome will afk,
% and why are minifters fo averfe to affiftance in bringing fouls to
¢ Chrift ? The hufbandman, if the harveft is great, rc;oxccs to fee
+ Jabolirers come into his field.”

};i'y brethren, she field is not ours; it is our Mafter's. - Ye are
God's hufbandry ; we are his ftewards, and muit obey his orders. -
We rejoic in the help of thofe, whom he apptoves and fends.
Buc if we filently admit iritruders, who purloin the ¢rop; mar the
cormers of the field ; trample the gra’n, or bind the theaves fé

. flightly, that they cannot be gatheréd into his barn; what fha!l we
* do when he rifeth up ? and when he vifiteth, what (hall we anfiver
him ? |

“ But ough?we not to attend on preaching, where we are beft
 ediffed "

You axe to ﬂudy the things, which make for peace, and by
which you may edify ene another. You are to make increafe to
the edifying of yourfelves in love. You are not to be felfith in
your celigion, any more than in yous worldly bufinefs.  You are

to confider one another to provoke to love and good works. I
F
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under pretence of perfonal edification, you juTue thé nibéﬁéxy
which tend to Ninder the edification of your bréthren, you aée
conriary to the charalter of Chriftians, as much as he aés contra-

ry to the charadtér of a good citizen, who manages his worldly
bufinefs :o the prejudice of his neighbour’s iirtereft.  Mitake noe
the emotion: of paficr:, the flights of inagitation or the occa-
fional fow of affection for godly edifying. You are then edified,

when you increafe in knowledge, faith, purity, peaceablenefs, and

good works. If you break che bohd of peace, and the uniy of
the fpirit, where is your edifying ? * The church is to come to-

ge:her into one place™—-¢ to.be builded'together for an habita-

tion of God through the Spirit.” The members of it are to be

joined to the head by faith, and to each other Ly love. If they
aré divided and fcatrered, they have not the Spirit of God, nor the,
tamper of Chriftians, and there is no-edifying.

¢ But what if we have a-minif¥er, whofe-greaching is not agree-
« able to us ; muft' we Liear bim only 3™

If his preaching is not agreeable tothe gofpel, you eught by no:.
means to be cortent with it.  But what will you do? Will you
filently withdraw, and leave your lcfs difcerning brethren to perith
under his corrupt miniftry? Racher take gofpel-meafures to con-
vince him s or, if he is irteclaimable, to remove him. You are-
not to fcatter away promifcuoufly from a bad minifter; but be is
to be put away by a regular, publick cenfure of the churches, that
a good one may fucceed. Thus union is to be preferved, and fu-
ture impofitions prevented.

¢ But a minifter may preach the gofpel, and yet bis muarner noe
“ be enterraining.  May we nex pleafe curfelves *”

You are fenfible. that hearers have a diverfity of tattes, as well
as minifters a diverfity of gifts ; and amony Ct.ziftlans of the fare
fociety there muft be fome condefcenfion. * Ye that are ftrong:
“ ough: to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not merely to-
“-pleafe, yourfelves. Let every one of you pleafe his neighbom
“for his good to cdification--——" Paul, Apollos and Cephas
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greached the fame gofpel; but in 3 different manner.  Some wese
pleafed with Paul's reafoning; fome admired Apollo’s eloquence ;
and igme were charmed with Peter's warimth of addrefs. So much
might Le expe@ed. But whwen they ran into parties,-and fome at-
tached shemiclves o zhis, and fome to that preacher in Oppoﬁuqn
8 cach.other, whar faid Paul :0 chem 2.--< Ye are carnal and
walk 2s men.”

I(clﬁl:zg exrsindicace an ill humogr in the blood ; and they whe,
with fuch ears, bwp to thunfiivas tcachers, are fiid to do it, not af-
ter the Spirit of God, but afier their ows lufls: Not becaufe they
love religion, bu: becaufe ebey cannot endure found doctrin:. From
facl: teachers as creep.into houfes, or churches, to lead the fimple

caprive, you ar. to turnaway. Thofe who caufe divifions you
are to 'nark and avoid.  You are not to bid them, God fpeed.

*“ But furely there is fuch a thing as a juftifiable feparation ;
*¢ elfe wl.y fays Paul to the Corinthians, Come ye-ont from among
s¢ them, and be ye feparate ™ 11 Cot. yi. 17.

Doubtlels tiere isa faftifiable feparation ; mft fach an one as
Paul recommends.  And what is this 2——Not a feparation from
thie ohurch; for this dire@tion is given to the church ; and Paul could
not mean, that the church ought te feparate from berfelf: But iv
is a feparation from the vices of the world, and from the idolatries
of the heathens.  So the apeftle explains it: « What fellowfhip
hath righteoufnef(s with unrigiteoufnefs >———And what agreement
l\ath the remple of God with idols ?* And how were thefe Chrift-
“ians 1o feparate ? The apoftie tells them:  Therefore et us
deanfwfdws from all filthinefs of the fleth and fpirit.—

I8 there no cafe dhen, in which Chriftians may feparate from
* 3 church ?”

There may be fucha cafe.  Ifa clurch is fo effentially and ir-
geclaimably cormpe, as to ceafeto be a church of Chrift, then, af-
.ter.we have in vain tried the gofpel-meafiires already mentioned,
far her seformation, we dught so withdcaw from her communien.
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On this principle the proteftants féparated from the chupch of
Rome. She had introduced idolatry in its external form, adopted
another rule of faith befides the {criptures, fet up another head
and acknowledged other mediatqrs befides Jefus Chrift, and fhe
perfecuted even to prifon agd death, thofe who teftified agamﬁ
her errours and laboured for her reformation. -The apoftle John,
Rev. xviii. 4. fpeaking pmpheumlly of the corrupt ftate of this
church, fays, 1 hca:d a voice from heaven, faying, Come omt
Jrom her, my people, thas ¥ be not partakers of her fins, and that ye
receive ot of leer ﬂagu 5.”  Or if a church requires fuch terms of
communion, as we think unlawfil, we can have no fellowfhip®
with her in diyine ordxnanccs, though we may have a charitable
opinion of her, as = true church. There is a material difference
between a church s holding certain errours, and her making an a-
doption of thofe errours a term of communion to others. But in
this cafe fhe rather excludes us, than we feparate from her. Our
fathers were, in this manner, driven from the church of England.
“They owned her as a church of Chrift, and would have continued
in her communion, notwithftanding certain ufages, which they
thought unfcriprral, if flhie would have difpenfed with their con-
fc-'mit'y to her therein ; but as fhe made. an entire conformity an
tnwipenfible term of communion, they thought themfelves bound
to withdraw. It was nat a {eparation on their part, byt an exclu-
fion ca ker part. Or if a pumber of profefled Chritians thould fe-
parate from a church, with which they are infolemn covensnt, and
form theinfelves intg a fociety in oppefition to their brethren, and
thus <:.ufe divifions and offences, however candidly we may think
of them, as honeft, but deluded Chriftians, we cannot have com-
munion with them asa church, not only becayle they renounce
us. but alfo bacaufe they combine to fubvert fich as we fuppofe
.10 be churches of Chrift. We are to mark 3nd avoid theth. Byt
fmaller ervrurs in doctrine or difcipline, when they are not made
terms of communion, can never juftify fuch a feparation as implies
a renouncing of communion. Chrift owns and treats the chiirch-
es in Afia, as his ¢churches, though moft of them had greatly de-
generated : And far from engouraging the purer Chriftians to
withdraw from the reft, he commands themn to be waxchful ad
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ftrengthen the things that remain, And let no man d- ‘¢ to jdge
and defpife thofe, whom God has received. Rom. xiv. 1, 2.

An honeft zeal for the purity of churches, is 0 God an odour
of a fweet fiacll ; byt complaints of corniption, when they pro-
ceed from fpleen and hypocrify, are a fmoke in his noftrils, Ma-
ny, who are loud in complaining of diforders in churches, inftead
of atrempting to reform them, only urge them as pretenfions for
feparating from their brethren, with whom they are in folemn co-
venant. Inftead of adopring the animating language of the Le-

Yites to Ezra, Ari%, for this matter belongeth to thee ; we alfo will be
with thet; they only ftand and difcharge fome blind and random
reproaches; then face abous, and withdraw Thus they difceg-
rage the hears of their brethren, ftrengthen the hands of evil do-
ers, and provide a retreat for the gmlty, who would evade the m&
dlfaphnc of the church. How frequent is the cafe, that when an
offending brother is 1dmomﬂ1ed for his fins, he defeats the infti-
puted means of his repentance, and feeks vefuge from merited cen-
fure, by flying to fome other fe&, who make him welcome wirh
all his fins, having his perfon in admiration, becaufe of advantage.

To conclude, Be ye all like-minded one toward another accard-
jag to Chrift Jefus, that ye miay, with one mind and one mouth,
glorify God.  Be not deceived by falfc appearances.  The king-
dom of God cometh not with outward fhow and o[tentauon :
neither is there occafion to fay, Lo, here; or, lo, there ; for it is a
kingdom within men. True religion is peacecable, modeft and
humble : Hypqcrify is turbulent, noify and vain. Falfe dogtrines,
like dry winds, are bluftering and unfteady, violent in their ma-
tions, and noxious in their effeéts * The doftrines of truth are like
the gente dews on the tender herb, and the fhowers on the grafs
Be ye not carried about with every wind of doétrine. The fin-
cere Chriftian, rooted and grown up in Chrift, and eftablithed in
the faith, with knowledge and judgment, like the deep-rooted oak,
ftands firm and unmoved, whatever winds may blow; while falfe
eonverts and unprincipled profeffors, like withered leaves, are
saugh( in the giddy whirl, wafred around and made the prR of
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each wan:on guft. Conclude not that there is ;noft true religion,
where the flame of zeal {eems to mount the higheft. Chaff and
ftubble will fpring into a fudden blaze, which towers for 2 me-
ment, and then expires ¢ Solid fuel burns more moderately, bu
yields a more fteady and genial heat. Paul, while a pharifce, was
zealous 1o madnefs againit the truth; when hebecame a Chriftian,
his 2eal was as much changed ashis obje&. Yeou now fee no more
of his former madnefs : Hijs Chriftian zealis a calin, rational, firm
gefolution, bearing him aleng in the courfe of duty, with equable
mwtion, through every oppofition and danger. The {pirit of tiue
seligion is not in the florm, the earthquake or the fire, but in the
$ll, fmall voice,

And now the God of all grace and wifdom grant, that yourlove
Amay abound more and more in knowledge and all judgment, that
ye may approve the things that are excellent, that ye may be fia-
cere and without offence until the day of Chrift, and may be filled
with the fruits of righteoufnefs, which are by Jefus Chrift, to the
jpraife and glory of GOD.

A M E X
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I N the preceding pages we have endeavoured to- maintain this.
pofition, * Tha: no man has ' right to officiate, or ought to be:
seceived, in the character of a publick teacher of religion, until he'.
has been approved and recommended by Elders of Churcbes.”

The fcripmral evidence in« fupport of our pofition, we hope,.
caanot reafonably be controverted. But an objedion will per~
haps mcet us fiom fuppoled neceflity, or hiftorical fat.

. * Many centuries,” it will be faid, « have elapfed, fince Chrifb
commiffioned his apoftles, and fince they ordained their fuccef-
fors: And how can we know, that the fucceffion has been conti~
nued without interruption ? And if there has been an interruption;
then there was a time, when ordination was taken up anew by
grivate Chriltians. Wrhat then are all prefent ordinatiens, traced
#0 their origin, but lay-ordinations 2"

This objection may deferve an anfwer.

~ The great queftion here muft be, What.is the inftitution of
Chrift, and the apoftolick ufage * By #4¢/e we muft be governed,.
and thefe muft not be fet afide by imaginary neceffity, or fuppc-
fititious facts.

The gofpel-hiftory confirms the pofition which we have laid
dwn, A miniftry in the church is undeniably inftituted by Chrift
— intro-luction to-the miniftry, in the apoflolich 3ge, was by
prayer and the impalition of the hands of elders—-this ufage was
invariably, and without a fingle deviation, continued, as lonu as
the {acred hiftory affords aay lmht-—-the dire@ions con<eminy or-
dinarions ave given to Lishops, ot edders, and to them nl3 110
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provifion is made for cafes of meceflity, or for the renewal of thé
shiniftry, if it (hould happen to ceafe—we have an exprefs promi-
ife from Chrift, that he will fupport his church, and be with his
minifters aiways, even to the end of the world. When we com-
pare this promife with the inftitution of the miniftry, and the mode

of introdu&ién, wtich immediately followed, we thiak it can im-
port no lefs, than thar a regular miiniftry, fhould never ceafe in

the church, nor any neceflity occur for departing from the infti-

sited marner of introdudién. W ehave thé ififtitu:ion, the proms
ife and the ap’bﬂolick practice in Ouir favour; and what more de¢
we need? The promife, fo emphatically exprefled, and fo clearlf
interpreted by fubfequent uf3ge, muft, we think, be underftood, s
we have ftated ic.

~ Itis then by no méans neceffary, that, by hiftarical dedu&ion;-
we fhould preve an uninterndpted fifcceflion ;- we have a righe o
prefume i, until evidence appears to the contrary. If any fay,
the fucceffion has failed, the burthen of proof muft fie wholly os
them. Lef thein from inconteftible kiftory, fhew us the time,
place and thannerin which it terminated—who were the laft min-
iters in the fine from the apoftles—--who the firlt in the new line

—who the faymen that ordained them--—and whete was the fcene
of the tranfa&ion.—Until we have this information, we rely on
the promife of Chrift, in the fenfe in”which we iinderftand it.

But it will be afked, « What if a number of Chriftians fhould be
caft on a defolate coaft or ifland, or fhould einigrate to a coun-
try {ecluded from incercourfe with the Chriftian wqu'd, and fhould
bave among them no ordained minifter 2 May they not ordaix
minifters for themfelves: May motminifters thus or dained venturs -
to officiate ?

But tell me firft, Where is this folitary ifland or coaft—this
fecluded country of Chriftians >—Did you ever read of a colony
of pious Chiv.ians emigrating to a new country, who forgot to
take minifters with them ; or whom no minifters would accompa-
ny or follow ? If no fuch cafe has ever happened, or is ever like-
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tisde ng prowifion for it; nor is it necellary, that we fhould un-
dertake to0 remedy his omiffion.
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The Roman church, though at that tinie exceedingly corrupt,
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plaine.

Though corniptioris early begdn in the Chriftian church, yot
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« eftablifhed,” as DoQor Tillotfon fays, « feveral New Anider,
whick had never before been acknowledged by any general council.”
Thofe new articles, if avowed by fome, yet had not been gene-
rally received, in their full extent, as NOW declared. If they had
been decreed by one council, it was but a partial one, or they
were foon after condemned by another ; and therefore were not
2o be confidered as the received and acknowledged do@rines of
the church. At thistime, asthe Dotor obferves, “ the errours
of the church of Rome rofe to their height." He demands of
the papifts, « Where their religion was before the council of Treme.
He challenges them, ““ to fhew a religion, confifting of «ll the
fame articles which are defined by that council as neceffary to fa-
vation, pgfcﬂ'ed by any Chriftian church in the world kefore. rhae

time.”

Luther and his aflociates, in their firff oppofition to the er
sours of the Roman church, did not confider her, as having ¢ffin-
sially departed from the gofpel, or as being utterly difowned by
Chrift; for their primary objeét was, not to withdraw from her,
but to effe a reformation by means which might preferve the
general union.  They never renounced her, until they and their
adherents were excommunicated,. and all hopes of union were
aut off ; but, on the contrary, demanded a fie and general coun-
cil, to deliberate on means of accomplithing the reformation fo
much defired. When Luther was conftrained to difclaim that
church, Do&or Mofheim obferves, ¢ he feparated himfelf from

‘ it, only as it acknowledged the Pope to be infallible ; not from
. the church confidered in a more extenfive {enfe ; for he fubmit-
ted to the decifion of the swwverfal church, when that decifion
fhould be given in a gevral council lazufully aflembled. " e This,”
fays Door Maclaine, was a judicious diftinction; for though the
papacy was confounded with the catholick church, they were in
reality different things. The papacy had indecd by degrees in-
corporated itfelf into the church; but it was a prepofterous fup-
plement, and as foreign to its genuine conflitution, as a-new cita-
del ere@ed by a fuccefsful ufurper, would be to an ancient city.
Luther a&ed on this diftin@ion ; he went out of the ciradd ; but

he meant to remain ia the divy, and, like 8 good patriot, defignéd
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%0 zeform its government.™  But when the advocates for a gene-
ral reformation defpaired of their objeit, they came out from thae
uredalmable church, thas they might not partake of her fins, nor
zeceive of her plagues. And we derive our ordinations from
thofe who came out, net from thofe who remained bchmd-—
from the purer part which embraced, not from the corrupter part
which qppoled, the reformation. It cannot then be true, that

our ordinations came through the charch of Rome, if by that ap-
pellation is intended the corrupt body which the proteftants re-
nounced. And furely none will alledge, that thofe pious men,
who had long oppofed her corruptions, and contended for a re-
formation, were themfelves too erroneous to be owned as minif-
pers,.or that their-hands were too unclean to convey a pure ordi-
mation.

One cannot here but feel the ftriking contraft between thofe
ancient reformers, who laboured to corre& the errours, without
breaking the union of the church, and certain modern pretenders,
who, in the firft inffance, feparate themfelves from the churches,
and then exclaiming againt them as cotrupt, promote and en-
eourage divifions in them.

Itis obfervable, that minifters were the firft to bear teftimony
_agaiaft the prevailing corruptions—the firft to ftand forth in the
_caufe of truth and purity; and God owned them as his faithful

fervants, and fucceeded them in their arduous undertaking.

In the greateft part of Germany, and in many other places, the
main body of the clergy foon declared in favour of the reforma-
tion, and united their efforts in its caufe. In England, more than
a hundred years before Luther, the fecds of it were fown by the
do&rines of Wickliff. And though their growth was retarded by
thie ong inclemency of the feafon, yet they were gradually tal -
'“3 root, and, under the firft warm beams, they fprang up ‘ar {
grew.  The papal jurifdi&ion, which for ages had been denir 3,
or received with great limitations, by the Kings of England, +7as
-totally renounced in 1533, by Henry VIII and the bithops ;5 and
she {criptures were declared to be -the flandard of religion. Ja
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this reign, Cranmer, as well before as after his promotiag te the
fee of Canterbury, favoured the dofrines of Luther, which by his
influence obrained a confiderable {pread among the people and
clergy. In 1547, when Edward V1. who had been educated in
the principles of the reformation, came 0 the throne, the protef-
rant religion, being patronized by the King and his court, and ea-
.. eouraged by many of the bifhops, as well as other clergy, general-

Iy prevailed.  And, after a fhort interruption in the bloody reiga
of Mary, jt was fully eftablithed under Elizabeth in 1558. So that
proteftancy was in fadk the religion of Eagland, a number of yeaw
before the conclufion of the council of Treat.

The rapid progrefs of the reformation, and the vaft number of
minifters, who early embraced it, make it evident, that there conM
be no occafian; and the fervent geal of the reformed againit the
errours of popery makes it as evident, that there could be no dif-
pofition, to recelve ordinations in future from the papal clesgy.
And therefore, without the labour of tracing a lineal fucceffion,
we have clear hiftorical evidence, that our ordinations defcended
‘not from the church of Rome, after the became fo corrupt, as in
the opinion of proteftants, to ceafe from being a true church,

It will perhaps be afked, * How do we know, but the firft re.
formers had been ordained by fome of the vilelt men in the Ro-
man church?” But let me afk, How do we know, or is it proba-
ble, that this was the cafe 2 The refermers themfelves appear to
have entertained no fcruples on this head,  Let it flill be remem-
bered, that irregularity in ordinations was not made marter of
<omplaint againft her; that her corruptions had not fo early rifen
%0 their height; and that fhe had not yet eftablifhed, by a general
council, her groffe®t errours, nor expunged her pureft members,

~ But admitring that 2 man of corrupt principles and morals a&s
in an ordination; will his charaéter nullify the ranfaltion? As
Yong as the fcribes fat in Mofes® feat, Chrift ackhowledged them as
officers of the Jewith church ; nor did he deny the authority of
the high-prieft, thoush his perfonal chara&er was far from recome
mending him.
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Whe perfon ordained derives his authority to preach from Je.
s Chrift ; notirom the men who ordain him. They indigitase
the perfon to be vefted with this authority, and officially inftate
him in the regular exercife ofit; but it is Chrift's gofpel, not theis
will, which maft diret him in the execution of his office. M
shey are corrupt in principles or manners, it will not thence follow,
that be muft preach herefy or immerality. He is ordained te
preach the gorpel and whoever may ordain him, the charge
which he receives, and the vow which he makes, bind him te
teach, not the commandments of men, but all things whadoever
Chrift has commanded.

To break the chain of fucceffion at the link in queftion, it muft
be proved, that the perfons, from whom the firft reformery re-
ceived ordination, not only were in errours, but had aGually ce-
ed t0 be officers of Chrift,

With refpect to the ordinations in this land litle needs to be
faid. 1t is well known, that the firft minifters in the country were
ordained in England by men whofe authority is not controverted.
Though fome of our fathers fuppofed, that lay-ordinations mighe
be juitified, yet this fentiment was difapproved by their brethrea
in England; and was not fo long retained here, as to be carried
into practice. The inftalment of petfons already ordained, was -
in fome inftances, performed by lay brethren; but during the firft
eentury afrer the fettlement of New-England, ordinations were
conftantly folemnized by the hands of ordained elders, except in

‘wwo or three inftances; and even in thefe there was the prefence
and concurrence of elders, though they impofed not their hands.
Prefident Stiles fays,* that «“ no more than ene fuch inftance, in
the laft century, appears with certainty.”  And if there were a few
fuch inftances, in different times and places, they affe® not the
fucceflion; becaufe, ordinations among us being performed bya
mumber of minifters, not by a fingle perfon, it may always be pre-
fumed, that fome of the number are men regularly authorized.

L

* Election Sermon,
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_The Prefidear, « on 2 full, thorough and labourious inquiy,*
m that “ the, fucceflion, in the line of prefbyters, was pre.
feyved wnhout interruption, at the time of the reformation, and
¢he New-England ordinations, in this line, may with affurance be

@maced back evea to the holy apoftles.”

. 4. r t e .
u&mu-—-r 27, -1 6, for h: cead this—p. 43, 1. 2, far
‘des vead Apolles's.
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