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L. SAMUEL xxvun 6, 7

And when Saul enquired of the Lorp, the Lorp anfwsr-
ed bin not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by pro-
phets. Then faid Saul unto bis fervants, Seek me a
woman, that hath a familiar fpirit, that I may go te
bery and enquire of her.  And bis fervants faid to bim,
Behold there is a woman that hath a familiar fpirit at
Endor.

great and fundamenta!l principles of re-
ligion, the exiitence and unity of the god»
head, were taught, as foon as man was placed on the
earth. Nor does it appear, that, in any part of the
antediluvian age, corrupt as mankind then were,these
principles were rejefted, or polytheifin and idolatry
admitted. |
The firft idolatry of which we have an account,
v-as in the days of Abraham. He was commanded
by God to depart from his country and from his
kindred ard from his father’s houfe, and to go into
the land of Canaan, where, God promifed, that he
would blefs him, give him an inheritance and make
of him a great nation. The reafon of this command
is aflizned by Jofhua. Hefays to the tribes of Iirael,
¢ Thus faith the Lord, your fathers dwelt on the
other fide of the flood, *’ the Euphrates, ¢ in old time,
even ‘1 vah the father of Abraham and the father of
Nachor, and they ferved other gcds; and 1 took
your father Abraham from the other fide of the
flood, and led him through all the land of Canaan.”
Abraham was called from his native land inte
Canaan, that he might efcape the fuperftitions of his
countrymen, might knew and worthip the one true
God, might train up his children in pure and pious
fentiments and manners, and might thus lay a foun-
dation in his own family for the continuance and
fpread of truc religion in the world.
‘Thofe nations, which, renouncing the one {u-
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preme God, ferved gods many and lords many,
generally admitted the delufive arts of divination,
mgic and forcery, which were pretenfions to imme.
diate intercourse with inviibic beings, or to a pro-
found and occult knowledge of nature, by which
they boafted to have learned important fecrets, un-
di{coverable by the ordinary wi{dom and fagacity of
man.

These arts were conduted with fubtile artifice
and crafty contrivance, with pompous rites and of-
tentatious ceremonies, with the collufion of two or
more confederates, and with a certain legerdemain
or flight of hand, to amufe and deceive the ignorant
and credulous. The refponfes made by the pretend-
ed oracles were uttered in fuch ambiguous terms, as
to admit the application of contrary events.

Thefe delufive arts, we find, were much practifed
and highly efteemed in Egypt, during the time that
the Jews fojourncd in that country.

The Jews, tho’ inftruéted in the charadter and
government of one funreme God, yet by long refi.
dence in Egypt, had fallen into a belief of the reality,
and a fondnefs for the exercife of fuch arts.  There
were fome o impious as to profcfs the knowledge of
them, and many {fo creduious as to confult thefe
wicked pretenders. Againit this dangerous propen-
fity, God, in the conftitution of their religion and
government, took early care to guard them. He
gave them a written law prefcribing the great rules
of their duty to himfelf and to one another. The
Jaw was communicated in fuch a manner as tended
to imprefs them with a belief of the exiftence, and a
xeverence for the majefty of one all-perfect Deity.
It was introduced with great folemnity. ¢ Hear, O
Ifrael, the Lord our God is one Lord.”” And the
firft precept is, ¢¢ Thou fhalt have no other gods be-
fore me.” -

- This law exprefsly forbids all kinds of divination
and f{orcery, and ail application to thcfe who prac-
tifc fuch arts. ¢ There fhall not be found among
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you any one that ufeth divination, or an obferver of
times, or an enchanter, or a witch, or a charmer, or
a confulter with familiar fpirits, or a wizard, or a
necromancer. For all that do thefe things are an a-
bomination to the Lcrd ; and becaufe of thefe abom-
inations the Lord driveth out the nations which
were before you. They hearkened unto diviners
and obfervers of times ; but as for thee the Lord thy
God hath not {vflered thee to do {0.” |

God alfo gave them prophets, who, being endu-
ed with his own {pirit, could occafionally inftruct
them in all things neceflary to be known, which
were not communicated in the written revelation.:
And thefe prophets were enabled to give clear and
undeniable proofs of their divine commiffion.

Befides thefe, there was the oracle of Urim and
Thummim, from which the high prieft gave divine
anfwers to thofe who religioufly confulted him on
great and national concerns. And thefe anfwers
were given in a pubiic manner, 1n open day, and
with an audible voice, fo that there could be no fuf.
picion of fraud and 1mp0ﬂ:ure

Notwithftanding all thefe precautions, thofe arts
ftill exifted. Andin the reign of Saul, they had be-
come more common, than in former times. And
Saul, probably by the advice of Samuel, who had
confiderable influence upon the king, “ had put a-
way thofc who had familiar fpirits and the wizards
out of the land.”

After the death of Samuel, the Philiftines, en-
couraged probably by the removal of that great and
good man, made war upon Ifracl, and colleéted a
numerous army to invace the country. Saul gath-
ered an army to oppoie them. The two armies en-
camped in fight of cach other. Saul, viewing the
hoft of the Philiftines, ¢ was greatly :uraxd and his
heart trembled.”” In his terror and perplexity,
“ he encuired of the Lord.” In the book of Chron-
icles it is faid ¢ He enquired nof of the Lord.” He
made a pretence of “nquiring of the Lord ; but did
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not enquire in that humble, penitent and perfever-
ing mannct, which God required, and which would
have entitled bim to an anfwer. |

In this embarrafsment, Saul faid to his fervants,
¢ Seek me a woman that hath a familiar {pirit, that
1 may go to her and enquire of her,” concerning the
¢vent of the impending battle. Strange inconfiftene
€y ! _He had put away thofe who had familiar {pir-
its ; and now he would conful: a creature of this de-
{cription himfelf. Since God would not anfwer him,
he dctermmcd that, contrary to the command of
‘God, he would try if he could not get an anfwer
from a witch. But God had departed from him:
Aad what abfurdity can be too great for a man, that
is forfaken of God ?

The fervants inform him of a woman to his mind,

who lived in Endor, a place not far diftant from
Gilboa, where he now was. That he might not be
difcovered by the Philiftines, nor fufpedted by the
woman, “ he difguifed hlmfelf and put on other
raiment ;* and in this difguife he went in the night
with two fervants to Endor to confult the -en-
chantrefs.
. Having arrived at her reﬁdence, he foon opencd
his bufinefs. 1 pray thee,” fays he,  divine unto
me by -the familiar {pirit, and bring me up him,
whom I{hall name unto thee.” See here another in-
ftance of inconfiftency in the man. He had no idea,
that the woman, by her familiar fpirit, could fore-
tel what he Wanted to know, the event of the battle,
or could inftru&® him how to infure fuccefs ; yet he
imagined, that by her incantations the could raife
the dead, which, if there is a diffcrence, isa grea-
ter inftance of power.

The woman did not yet {ufpeét her querift to be
the king; for he was in difguife; it was night ; if
fhe had ever feen him, yet the would not now be
apt to think of him ; fhe would not imagine, thata
- king could be fo weak and credulous as to confult an
ignorant {orcercfs, or fo inconfiftent as to apply to a
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perfon of her character after his fevere orders to ex-
terminate fuch creatures. She therefore, by way of
excufe from undertaking the bufinefs refers him to
what Saul had done, and exprefled to him a fufpi.
cion, thathe was a dcﬁgmng man, who came tolay
2 fnare for her life,

When Saul had given her the affarance of an oath,
that no punifhr. rent fhould happen to her, fhe ex-
prefled a readinefs to comply with his requeft. In
that day an oath was deemed ample fecunty for the
fidelity of him that made it.

Saul had propofed, that the thould bring up to him
fuch a perfon, as he would name to her. She now
afks, “ Whom fhall I bring up to thee > He an-
fwered, « Bring me up Samuel.” The hag certainly
had no expedtation, that the could bring up Samuel,
or any body elfe. She could not be fo vain as to0 im-
agine, that fhe poflfefled a power to raife the dead,
and to raife Whom the pleafed, and when fhe pleafed
But probably theintended to amufe and fatisfy her
confulter, by the affiftance of a familiar, er accom-
plice who from fome fecret cell, thould give refpon-
fes, as coming from the mouth of Samuel. -

When fhe began her fpells, a figure appcared
which refembled Samuel. And fhe was horriblyaf-
frighted. ¢ She cried with a loud voice.” The ap-

arance was wholly unexpected to her. She had ne
1dea, that her incantations would produce and effe&
fike this. The fight of Samuel, who had long been
a councellor to Saul, brought the king to her mind.
She faid, ¢ Why haft thou deceived me ? for thou
art Saul.” The king endeavors to calm her fpirits.
He fays,  Be not afraid. What faweft thou?’ She
had a fight of the obje& before Saul had. He, per-
ceiving that fhe was terrified at fomething, enquired,
what the faw. She anfwered, I faw gods afcen-
ding out of the earth.” The word rendered gode,
thou plural in form, is often fingularin fenfe. It
s in {cripture applied not orly to the fupreme Deity,
but to 2 magiftrate; 2 judge, or a man of eminence,
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fuch as Samuel was. Saul underftands the woman

as fpeaking of a fingle perfon, and afks, “ What
form is he of ?”’ She fays,* An old man co;n_eth up,

- and he is- covered with a mantle.” By this time,

Saul had a fight of the apparition. “ And when he
perceived, that it was Samuel, he ftooped with his
face to the ground, and bowed himfelf.”

- It hence appears, that Saul aw the obje&t ; for he
would not have bowed himfelf to a mere idea, or
imagination in his own mind.

A queftion will naturally arife here, whether this
apparition was really Samuel, or a mere phantom,
and illufion on thefenfes ? The facred hiftorian fays,
it was Samuel, and gives no intimation of its being 2
fp. &re. |

PThe fouls of men exist in a feparate ftate. They
may be fent into this world in bodies and habits re-

- fembling thofe, in which they appeared before their
- d:ath. . Angels, in ancient times, came to men in

human forms and converfed with them in human
Janguage. Human {pirits may have been fent in the
fame manner on particular occafions. There is no
more difficulty in fuppofing, that Samuel was raifed
and exhibited in - his former habit, than that Mofes
and Flijah appeared on the mount of transfiguration.
The apparition’s difcourfe to Saul is fuch as we might
expet from the prophet ; but in no refpect fuch as
the forcerefs would have put into the mouth of 2
{peCre, which the had conjured up. The appari.

- tion predilts certain events, which were to be fulfils
 ledin a day or two. The events atually came to
- pafs. © And they were events which neither the wo.
- .man, nor an evil fpirit could foreknow ; fuch as the

i

death of Saul and of his three fons, and the defeat of
hisarmy. Ifaiah thus challenges all falfe gods ; * Let
them bring forth and fhew us what fhall happen.
Lct them declare the things, which fhall be hereafter,
that we may know that they are gods.” Hereis a
piain declar.tion, that none but the true God can
foretel thofe events, which depend on the volitions

. o —— e— RSN
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and a&ions of men. If we thould fuppofe, that; to
amufe Saul, the woman ventured on fome bold con-
fectures, we muft fuppofe, that like other impoftors,
the would predi® good, and not evil. Had fhe
promifed fuccefs, the had nothing to fear. -If fuccefs
followed, fhe might hope Saul would reward her.
If he fhould be defeated and flain in battle, he could
not hurt her. Buta prediction of difafter and death
might be confidered as an evidence of difaffe@lion
and malice ; and, had it failed, it would certainly
have expofed her to the king’s refentment. |
But if Samuel really appeared, was he raifed by
this witch’s incantations ¢
_'This cannot be fuppofed ; for, as we have already
obferved, the had no fuch power, nor had her
charms any fuch tendency, nor had the any fuch ex-
ion. But Samuel was fent by the power of
God, that Saul, in his own way, and by the very
perfon whom he withed to fee, might be reproved
for his paft wickednefs, and warned of the deftruc-
- tion which awaited him. His impious - application
to this vile creature to bring him up Samuel, was
the crime which principally provoked againft him the
awful fentence, which Samuel denounced. The re-
queft of Saul, God anfwered in his anger, as he did
the requeft of Ilfracl, when he gave Saul to be their
king. - ¢ Saul died for his tranfgreflion, which he
‘committed againft the Lord, even againft the word
of the Lord, ,which he kept not, and alfo for afking
counfel of one that had a familiar fpirit to enquire
of it, and enquired not of the Lord: therefore he
flew him, and turned the kingdom to David.” And
the ftory is recorded to teach men, how criminal,
and how dangerous it is to depart from God, andto
feck the knowledge of future events, or of any fe-
cret things, by confulting divicers, or by any
means which reafon and {cripture do not warraat.

The converfation, which enfued hetween Samuel
e |
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and the kmg 18 {folemn and interefting, and confirms
the obfervations which we have made.

Samuel faid toSaul, “ Why haft thou difs meted
me tobring me up?”  The faint feels no real difqui-
ctude in executing any beheft, on which God fends
him. But Samuel fpeaks after the manner of mor-
tals, who are difquieted, when their repofe is inter-
rupted. Death is compared to fleep, and the refur-
{e&lon to awaking out of fleep. As to be pretna-
turely awaked from profound fleep is a painful dif-
quietude, fo Samuel fpeaks as if he had been difqui-
eted by an unfeafonable revoration into this world.

“Saul anfwered, <1 am fore diftrefled ; for the Phi-
liftines make war upon me, and God is departed
from me.” A diftrefling cafe indeed. Aflition is
in itfelf diftrefling ; andin it the only relief and con-
folation is the prefence of God, the fupport of his
grace, the light of his countenance, accefs to his
throne and a2 confcioufnefs of his 2 probation. If
when trouble 1s near, God i5 afaz oﬂ? trouble will
prefs with all its weight, and the foul will fink un-
derit. “ God 1s departed from me, and anfwereth
me not ; therefore have I called thee, that thou
mayit make known to me, what 1 fhall do.””> Sam-
uel faid, ¢« Wherefore then doft thou afk of me, fee
ing God is departed from thee, and is becothe thiné
enemy "7 What are creatures without God ? -« If |
he withdtaw not his anger, the proud helpers ftoop
under him.”” Neither men nor angels can do more
for us, than God allows and enables them to do. To
forfake God, and provoke his departure from us, and
then in our diftrefs to feek relief from man, or from
any other creature,and efpecially from a witch,is add-
ing madnefs to impiety. Samuel proceeds ; * The
Lord hath done to him,” i.e. to David, who is
mentioned at the end of the verfe, ¢ the Lord hath
done to him, as he {pake by me ; for he hath rent
the kingdom from thine hand, and given it to
David.  Baczule thou obeyedft net: the voice of the
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Lord, therefore he hath done this thing to thee this
day. Moreover the Lord will deliver lfrael with
thee intg the hand of the Philiftines, ~and tomor-
row,” i.e. in a fhort time, ¢ thou and thy fons thall
be with-me ;”* fhall be-in the ftate of the dead. Suchk
pious and folemn reproofs and warpings, and fuch
minute and particular prediGions to be immediately.
verified, cannot be fuppofed to come from wicked.
fpirits, or from a vile woman under their- influence..

[hey muft have proceeded from- God, who alone
knew what fthould be on the morrow. And if they
praceeded from God, it 1§ more pious, and more ra-
tional to fuppole, that he communicated them by
the mouth of Samuel fent from heaven, than by the
voice or agency of an evil {pirit’ 1ﬁ'umg from the in-
fernal regions. '

The ftory, which we have been 1llu{h:at1ng, wdl‘
fugge{’c to us fome ufeful inftructions.

1. It teaches us the feparate exiftence of the foul-
after death, and aﬁ'ords a proof of - the refurreéhon
of the body.

If Samuel, after his death was really font to the
king of Ifrael clothedin a body fimilar to that in
whlch he lived on earth, then the foul furvives the
death of the body, and may again be united to if.
‘This appearance of Samuel, the tranflation of Enoch
and Elijah, and the vifit of Eh_]ah and Mofes to Chrift
and his difciples on the mount, were fenfible verifi--
catxon of the do&trine of a future ftate, which doc-
trine was taught by Mofes and the prophets, and is
more clearly brouo*ht to light by the gofpel. Hence
alfo we may,

2dly. Infer, that the fpirits of pious men were
formerly, and may be ftill, on {ome occafions, em.-
ployed as minifters of God’s providence in thls
world.

- The angels, we are told, are miniftring {pirits.
Many inftances of their miniftry are related in {crip-
ture. And tho’ their miniftry has chiefly been em-

m—— e o e
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ployed for the heirs of falvation, yet it has fome-
times been vouchfafed to men of an oppofite charac-
ter, when they acted in a public capacity. An angel
was fent to withftand Balaam in his way, reprove
his'perverfenefs and ipftruct him in the will of God.
And.if the fpiri ]nﬁ men are, as our favior
teaches us, made equal to the angels, it is reafonable
to conclude, that they are honored with the fame
cmployments. - The appearance of Simuel to Saul,
and of Modfes and Elijah to Chrift and his dlfmplcs,
conﬁrm this conclufion.

- 3. The ftory warns us of the guilt and danger,
which we incur, when we take indirect meafures to
learn the fecrets of provxdence, and the events of
Mmturivy. |

Saul, by app]ymg toa forcerefs, that he might
knotw the iffue of an approaching battle, bronght on
bimfelf a fentence of death from the mouth of a di-
vine meflenger.

If we believe, that there is a being of perfect wif-
dom, power and goodnefs, who made and governs
the world, and directs and overrules all events, we
need be folicitous only to know and do his will ; and
i well doing we may commic our fouls and all our-

interefts to him, -as to a faithful creator and kind

preferver. Our duty we may know from the reve-
lition, which he has given us. The few events,
vhich it concerns us to foreknow, we may learn
from experience, and from the fteady courfe of pro-
vidence. But events, which depend on the volun-
tary aéions ¢f other men, or on the unknown oper-
ations of providence, we have no means, and fhould
Irave no curioficy to learn ; but thould humbly leave
them to him, who works all things according to tke
counfel of his w ill, and without whofe infpedlion a
fparrow falls not to the ground.

There were, in former ages, and there have ocen
in modern times, fome who pretended, by a power
of divination, or by fkill in occult fciences, to fore-
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tel men’s fortune in life, and the good or ill faccefs:
of their enterprifes, to difcover loft or ftolen goods.
wherever depofited, and to point out by defcription:
the authors of theft, arfon, murder and other mif-

chiefs, however fecretly committed.

It may poflibly be a queftion with fomeg whether
it can be lawful or reafonable to coniult fuch perfons.

for iriformation in matters of this kind.

(1.) In the firft place, it is certain that men can--
not acquire this knowledge by any regular art, or by

any natural fagacity. Such fecrets are not fub;c& to

human calculation. There are no given principles.
in nature, on wiich 2 calculation can be grounded..
The greateﬁ philofophers, aftronomers and mathe-:
miticians have pretended to no fuch occult fciencey

but have difclaimed it as falfe. The pretenders to it .
have generaliy been people of indifferent education,

and often of worfe morals.

~ If then any poflefs this kind of knowledge, it muft

be imparted to them by an_inviffible being. . But

who is this being ? Not the Deity, or a good {pirit-
inftru®ed and fent by him ; for then the communi-:
cations wouid be infallible ; Whereas now, we know; -
they are often fallacious. Beﬁdes we well know,.

that miracles, prophecy, 1nfp1rat10n and fupernatural

knowledge have long fince cealed, as the apoftle has:

foretold they would do, being no longer neceflary,

after the written revelation is ¢completed. And:
while they exifted, they were given to be applied,

not to trivial purpofes, to little perfonal - concerns,

to the gratification of vain curiofity, but to the:

grand intereft of religion, and to obje&ts of public
and national confequence.
Hence then it follows, hat thefe rcvcalers of fe-

crets, if they in any cafe, poflefs the knowledge to-

which they pretend, muft derive it from an Zevil

{ource.
Infernal ipirits, who are roaming about in the

world, may doubtlefs have a knowledgc of fome

——
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things, which are not generally known to mortals.-
And tho’ they have not a foreknowledge of the yn-
revealed purpofes of pravidence, yet, from their na-
tural fubtilty and long expericnce, it is reafonable
to fuppofe, that, in fome cafes, they can make more
fhrewd camjeCtures concerning future occurrences,
than men can ordinarily make. And it is not doubt-
ed, but that, in fome way or other, they can fuggeft
to the human mind many thoughts, which would
not have arifen fpontaneoufly. Now when men ad--
daét them{elves to divination as a trade and protfei-
fion, aswell as when they purfue any other wicked
courfe, theylay themfelves apen to the influence of
evil {pirits, become in a peculiar manner fufceptible
of fuggeftions from them, and are, perhaps without-
any confcioufnefs or fufpicion of their own, led cap«
tive by them at their will. And tho’ thefe diabolical’
fuggeftions frequently prove fallacious, yet, if ip a-
few inftances they thould be verified in fact, thefe féw
would be fufficient to keep up the credit of the di-:
viner and his pretended art ; befure among weak-
and -creduleus people ; for the failures are feldom
mentioned and {oon forgotten ; but the verifications
are oftén related and long remembered. - ‘
“That diviners, in ancient times, were affifted by
an evil fpirit, is manifeft from fcripture. The for--
cever in Papheos is called, for mifchief and fubtilty, -
< a child of the devil.” The damfel at Philippi, who
brought. to her mafters much gain by foothfaying, -
was actuated by ¢ a fpirit of divination ;> and Paul-
in the name of the Lord Jefus commanded this fpirit -
to come out of her.”” St John fpeaks of certain “un-
clean fpirits, the {pirits of devils, which go forth
and work miracles ;”” or enable deceivers to do and
tell firange things, which among credulous people
pafs for miracles. Mofes fays to the Jews, ¢ If there
arife among you a prophet or dreamer, and give
thee a fign or wonder, and the fign or wonder come
to pafs, faying, Lct us go and {erve other gods, thou
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fhalt not hearken to him.”” It is here fuppofed, that

-a falfe prophet may - thew a fign. and the figh may
happen to come to pafs. He may by chance, or by

the fuggeftion of the devil, how and then foretel an
event, which will follow. The fither of lies will tell
the t¥uth, as far as he knows it, when truth is necef.
fary to eftablith the credit of his agent, and increafe
his influence in deceiving and corrupting men. But
fuch a prophet, tho’ his fign thould come to pafs, is
to be rejected as a vile impoftor, becaufe he is énticing
men away from the fervice of God. No figh or
wonder can juftify men in hearkeéning to fuch an
enticer. | _
~ If the profefled revealers of fecrets; fo far as they
have a knowledge of the fecrets which they pretend
to reveal, muft derive it from infernal fuggeftion,
then plainly we cught never to confult them in this
character; for this is indireftly to confult the devil ;
and it is directly to encourage a profeflion, which
every friend to religion and fociety ought to deteft
dnd reprobate. - -

(2.) The ufe of fuch pretended arts, and inter.
courfe with thofe who ufe them are, as exprefsly, as
any other crime, forbidden in fcripture. Mofes,
enumerating, under various names, the pretenders
to occult {cience, tells the Jews, that God did not

-allow any fuch perfons to be found among thém,

nor fuffer any to hearken to fuch perfons, - if they
were found. This prohibition refpeéts us under the
gofpel, as well as the Jews. For Mofes immediately
adds, ¢ A prophet fhall the Lord your God raife up
unto you of your brethren, like unto me: To Aim
fhall ye hearken.” ¢ This prophet,” the writers of
the New Teftament tell us, is CurisT. And heéark-
ening unto this prophet is oppofed to hearkening
unto diviners and obfervers of times. -

In the writings of the prophets and apoitles all.
kinds of forecery, magic and witchcraft are interdiéts
¢d and cendemned, as contrary to true religion g
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-and confequently all application to the profeffors of
- thefe arts 35 utterly difallowed. When Paul preach-
ed the gofpel in Ephefus, ¢ Many, who had ufed cu-
Trious arts,” being converted to the faith, °came
and confefled their evil deeds, and brought their
‘books together and burned them before all men.” -

(3.) God only can look into futurity and unfold
-the fecret events of his providence. If we acknowl-
edge amy creature, vifible or invifible, as having an
-independent power to open the volume of futurity,
-and difclofe its fecret contents, to that creature we
afcribe a diftinguithing prerogative of Deity.

By giving credit to diviners and conjurers we dif-
-honor and fet at nought the revelation of God ; for
we introduce other revelations, as teachmg thmgs,
which this has not taught ; and by receiving and o-
beying them, we pay the famedeference and refpect
to them, as to this. What if the diviner fthould tell
you, to ferve other Gods—to renounce the bible—to
reje@ fome of its doctrines and precepts ! Will you
hearken to him flill ? Where will you ftop ? Stop
where you are. Reject all commerce with him in
his wicked profeflion. This is what your bible re-
quires.

- It was by magical incantations and artificial tricks
that fome deceivers in the apoftles’ times, endeavored
to obfiruct the progrels of the gofpel. And if fuch.
~men can obtain credit and countenance, why will
they not do the fame at any time ? Paul {peaking of
¢vil men and feducers, fays, '1hcy refift the truth,
as the maglcmns withftood Mofes.” The conjurer
in Paphos, fuil of ail guile and fubtilty, ¢ fought
by his {orcery to turn away bclievers from the faith.”
Such was the danger from this fort of men, that the
apoftle gives a particular caution to the believers in
Ephefus, ¢ that they be not carried about by the
Sleight of ‘men, and cunning craftinefs, wherewith they
lie in wait to deceive.” Simon, a forcerer in Sama-
ra, “ giving out that he was fome great man, and
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poffcffed a mighty power from God, . bewitched the
peopic with his forcefies. Some of the Jewith priefis,
pretendinig to fkill in magic, made ufe of their wick-
ed arts to ‘detach believers from the purity of the
' . Alluding to fuch impoftors, Paul fays to

e Chriftians in GaLtla, < O foolith Galatians, who
hath bewntched you;that ye thould not obey the truth.

e&r) Hearkening, to dlvmcrs tends, not only to

oy religion, but to diflolve our mutual confi-
and fubvert our focial {ecurity.

Let us fuppofe that people generally give credit to
fuch perfons-; and then fee what will be the confe-
quence. A cafualty happens, or fome miichief is
done in our nelghborhood s a barn is burned, dra
man is miffirg, poflibly dead, or properiy is lofi.
We know not how ; but we fufpegt it 1s done by
fome defigning villain. We difpatch a mefienger to
the conjurer. What is the moral character of this
conjurer, we know not, nor do we much care. It
is not the man, but the conjurer with whom we are
now concerned. If we cannot truft him in any oth-
er capacity , yet we can truft him in this. The mef-
fenger goes and opens his bufinefs ; an anfwer is giv-
en importing, that the mifchiei was perpetrated by
a certain man of fuch adefcription. We think of
fomebody, towhom the defcription, with a little
help of imagination, will fuit tolerably well. Or
perhaps the meflenger has an enemy whom he fuf-
pects, and prejudice will eafily modify the picture fo
as to reprefent him. A hint is given—it is thrown
into circulation—it gains credit; and an honeft man
is ruined. Thus divination, when it is held in ge-
neral repute, puts it in every man’s power to de-
ftroy every man, whom he will.

Why do you with to know the auchor of a mif-
chief Whlch has been done ? You will fay, You wifh
the villain may be punifhed, the mey repatred,
and evil prevented. Very well : Then take the pro-
per fteps to detect and arreft the offender. If a con-
jurer points out fuch, or fucha perfon, as the crimi-
nal, he may indeed gratify your curiofity, and per-
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~ haps your malice ; but he does.-no gnod to fociety,
His {uggeftion is not evidence, on which the fuppo-
fed perpetrator can be convidted. Tf it was, no mor-
tal would be fafe. You perhaps believe the infinua-
tion, and you make others believe it. But when
the general fufpicion falls on an innocent man, invef-
tigation ftops ; this innocent man fuffers the re.-
proach, and the really guilty lies unfufpefted, and
e{capes unpunithed. And when a new mifchief hap-

pens, the same {cene may be acted over again.

~On {ocial, therefore, as well as on religious prin.
c1ples, thefe diviners ought to be profecuted rather
than encouraged—to be punifhed rather than patro-
nized. Judge Blackitone fays, that ¢ pretending to
tellfortunes, and to difcover ftolen goods by fkill in
the occult {ciences, is 2 mifdemeanor, defervedly
punifhedby law.” ‘Thereafonwhy it deferves punifh-
ment is,, becaufe it not only tends to fubvert religion
but alfo to difturb the peace of fociety, and deftroy
the reputationand iecurity of every virtuous member.
Thereis oneufc more, which we willmakeof thisftory
4 Some of the reafons againft.conf [ulting diviners

Il apply to fuperftitious i mterprmatlons of unufual
ﬁghts and noifes, remarkable dreams and extraordi-
nary impreflions. By them nothing is revealed, and

_from them nothing can be learned. They are nei-

ther injund&tions of duty, nor prognoftics of events.
An undue regard to them expofes us to groundlefs
terrors and dangerous dclufions, and weakens our
faith in God.

The prophet cautions the captive Jews, that they
¢ learn not the way of the heathen, nor be difmay-
ed at the fignsof hegven, as the heathen were,” who
from comets, meteors and the afpeéts of the planets
prediéted calamitous évents, and thus excited con-
fternation in themfelves and others.

The ftrange founds and appearantes, by which
- peoplz are fom.times afirighted, doubtlefs proceed
from fome nataral caufe, which mmht, in moft in-
f~nzes, be didcovered by calm enquiry.  But whe-
ther the caufe be inveftigated or not, fo much is




certain, they point out to us no new duty, and in.
form us of no particular event. If they fuggeft to

~ us the thought of death, or bring this thodght more

clofely to our minds, very well. Let us entertain
the thought and be excited by 1t to ftand daily pre.-

pared for all events, which may await us in ghis
chan ng world. But let us not yield to a _difmay,
whic ilwould unfit us for the duties, and incapaci-
tate us for the enjoyments of life.

“ Dreams come thro’ the multitude of bufinefs.”
They are the cafual and incoherent aflociations of
thoughts and images, which had occurred in our
waking hours. - Or if we fuppofe, that they ma
fometimes be fuggeftions from invifible fpirits, ﬁxﬁ
what fhall we make of them ? We have no rule i
reafon or {cripture by which to interpret them, and

“therefore they teach nothmg, and forebode nothing.

Bat if a good thought arifes in fleep, whether by caf |
ualty or fuggeftion, let us make a good ufe of it,

when we are-awake. It is never the worfe for co-
ming in a dream. Ifit be of a2 moral tendensy, we
may improve it to a moral purpofe. . But we are
never to turn a dream into a precept or prophecy;
for thus we fubftitute it in the place of {cripture, and
expofc ourfelves to dangerous fedutions and endlefs

“delufions. -Among the deceivers who had crept -

to the Chriftian church, St. Jude mentions ¢ Dream-
ers, who defiled the ﬁeﬂ1 dcefpifed dominion and
fpake evil of dignidies.” By pretending to revela-
tions in dreamns, and by perfuading othersto con--
fide in thefe pretended communications, they fub-
verted the doltrines of the gofpel, broke the bands
of fociety, and opened a door to licentioufnefs.

An impreflion on the 1mag1nat10n when we are
awake, has no more authority, than a fuggefiion
when we are afleep. The impreffion, however ﬂrong, |
1s not to be obeyed implicitly as a certain ditate of
heaven, but to be examined ferioufly, whether it
accords to fcripture, and tends to virtuc. If a fa-
cred truth, or religious obligation be deeply imprefl-
ed on the mmd let us taLe the benefit of {uch an
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impreflion by obeymg the truth, and fulfilling the
obligation. But never let us conclude that an ?_ac-
tion is right, metely becaufe we feel an unufual al in-
clination to dg it, or that an event will befallus or
our friends, meul becaufe we feel an unaccounta-
ble a prchenﬁon of it. This would be to expofe
ouf¥elves to continual terrors and tcT‘Ptatlons. to
give imagination the dominion over reafon, and to
{ubftitute our own imprefiions in the place of chvme
revelation.

_ Finally : We have great caufe to be thankful, that
God has favored us with a revelanon, which “con-

tams all that we need to learn in relation to our moft

rtant jnterefts. With this let us convetfe,-and
thh let us follow, and we fhail be fafe and happy
“'Secret things belong to God ; things which are
revealed belong to us that we may do all the words

of God’s law.” Letusbe content to know what
may be known, and to be ignorant of things; which

cannot by known. _Why would we forefee the e-
vents, which are before us ? Wéuld we diminith

our bidlings, and augment our ' calamities by antici- -
pation ? All évents God will order well; and the

events which now await us, he will make known to

en they come.

A0 diviner to informus. That is our own death.
‘The Bvent is certain ; the time of it is uncertain
- it is happy for us, that it is fo. Did we know it ®
- be diftant, we fhould probably become more dilato-
vy and nc‘ghgcnt in ourduty. Did we know it to
beon the morrow, we might be as much overwhelm-
ed as was Saul. Terror might render us incapable
of repentance. Or if 2 rcpcntancc took place in
fuch 2 fituation, it might feem™to be rather a mat-

ter of neceflity than of choice ; and the fweet com-. Q

tforts of hope would be wantmg Our times are in
God’s hands : and in his hands let us calmly leave
them. ¢ What our hands find to do, let us do-it with
our might, for there is no work, wxfdom nor de-
vice in the grave, to which we are going.”

us in the fitteft time ; and that is ufually the ume'- |

“®here is one event, concermng which we need
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