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A

SERMON.

REVELATION, XIL. 12.

WO To THE INHABITERS OF THE EAR1H, AXD ep
THE SEA: FOR THE DEVIL 1s COME DoWN UL™s YOU,
HAVING GREAT WRATH, BECAUSE HE ENOWERTH THAT HB
SATH BUT 4 SHORT TIME.

GOt a—————

THAT there are evi: fpirits alting invifibly on the paffions
and imaginations of man:ind, and thus preducing vice and
mifery among them, is a doitrine plainly taught in fcripture,
and agreeable to the fentiments of almoit all nations, in al}
ages of the world. |

Amoxc thefe fpirits there is a principal agent and
leader called the devii and fatan, and smetimes the ferpent
or dragon.

In the machinery of the grand prophatic drarma contain.
ed in this book, thefe fpirits make a frequent ayy. arance ; bug

they always are fubjet to the controul of Jesus, the greas
bead of the Chriftiav church,

Ix the paffage befure us, and throughout the fcriptures,
the devil Is repretenicd s maintaining a conflant oppofition te
tivie religion ; both to the power of it in the heart, and te
the progrefs of 1t in the world,

Scow after the firft hicr:an pair were placed on trial, this
enemy, by his ferpentine arts, endiavored to feduce them
from their allegiance with Gop, and bring them under he
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own governnit ¢ And too well ke fucceeded in his defign.—e

They hearicied to his temptation, tranigruled Gop's law,
and fcli under a {entence of death,

Gop was pleafed to tefpite the offenders, aflign them a
new trial, and encourage theit hiopes by the promifc of a Sa-
viour, who fhould deltroy the works of the devil. To de.
feat this gracious difpenfation the adverfary, from the begin.
ning, has employed all his fubtility,

For many ages, his attempts were chiefly direted to the
introducticn and fupport of idslatry. And the idolatry propa.
gated by his infloence has been of fuch a nature as to turn
men from the worthip of the only true Gop ; or, at leat, to
divert their faith and hope from the promnifed Mediator. The
imaginary divinities, whom the hcathens worfhirped, were
genezally conflidered, unot as independent beings, but rather as
mntermediate agents, by whofc minittry Gop conferred favors
on men, and by whofe inflence they obtained bleffings from
him. Idolatry was, indeed, more grofs among many of the
vulgar, who paid their devotions dire@ly to the idcl or im-
aginary deity : but among the more {pcculative and philofo.
phical, it was refined and fubtilized into a2 medium of ape
proaching the iuvitible power.

Coxciruing the flate of religion before the flood, we
have only a fiort and general account ; and this not much to
the kervy of human nature.  Jn a few generations after the
fiood, we find that idolatry had almoft overfpread the world.
In the family of Abraham true rcligion was reftored, and, fora
time, maiuttined in a tolerable degree of purity.  But his pof.
terity were much corrupted by their long refideace 1a Egype,
where {icnce and learning were perveried to magic and fuper.
ftiticn ; and {oon after their emigraticn from that country, they
difcovered an extreme fondnefs for the forms and objeéts of
devotion, wuich they had feen there.

Arrer their fettlement in Caraan, they frequently apof.
tatized i{rom the divine inftitutions of religion, and, witha
trange intatuation, ran aficr the gods of the nutions around
them,

7 muraceious difplays of the power and goodnefs of
Jenov wo, and tie folemn miniftrations ot his prophets among
thenm, fected 1o mere than a partial and temporary reforma.
von ; and often not fo much as this ; vrtl they had fuffered a
Yong captivity ta Babyvlon, This, though it did not extirpate
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all their errors and iniquities, yet cured them of their attach.
ment to idolatry.

Waen the gofpel was pablithed in the world, it met with
violent oppofition from the avarice and pride of Jewith rulers
and priefts—from the licentioufnefs and felf.conceit of Gentile
philofophers—and from the icglnoranccmd fuperitition of the
vulgar among both Gentiles and Jews.

Waex the idolatry of the pagans was overthrown, and the
religion of Jesus was eitablithed by civil authorirv in the Ro-
man empire, various new corruptions {prang up, which deform.
ed the beauty and confumed the vitals of this divinely excel-
lent religion.

]

ArTer fome time, idolatry was revived by the incurfions
and conquefts of the northern barbarians, When thefe heathen
invaders embraced and profeffed the gofpel, it was foon attack.
ed in a new form. In the place of the ancient idolatry, the
papal fuperftition was introduced, which, ia reality, was idol.
atry modified under a new and {pecious name.

TrE reformaticn gave a violent fhock te popery, which
has ever fince been fickening and decaying.  But the adver-
fary has never feemed to be difcouraged. He oppofes the
gofpel fhill; but has again varied his method of attack.—
The increafe of learning, while it has gradually diflipated the
clouds of popery, has irtroduced a licentious philofophy, out
of which have grown deifm, materialifm, atheifm, and every
fpecices of infidelity. Thefe are the inftruments, which long
have been, and ftill are employed to vitiate the morals, and
{ubvert the faith of thofe who profefs the gefpel. |

Trous, from the beginning, religion has, in various ways,
been oppofed and refifted.

THis :Fpoﬁtion the fcripture afcribes to the dexil, the
g-eat adverlary of Curist and men. T native cerruption
of men’s hearts oppofes the trutk as itis u. Jesus., ¢ He that
doth evil, hateth the light.”” But the tempter, by exciting
and inflaming this corruption, increafes the mifchief. Hence
the {cripture afcribes to him, as an inftigator and prompter,
thofe errors, vices and abominations, which are immediately
<1¢ works and a&tions of men. He is faid ¢ to enter into and
i men’s hearts,—blind their minds—and take them from the
%.plicity that iy in Crg1st,”  And on account of his great in.
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fuence amorg the ungodly and unbelieving, he is called

¢¢ the prince and the god of this world.” .

Ovur text teaches us, that the power of fatan is under di.
vine linitations.

- Ir was early foretold, that the promifed {eed of the woman
fhould ¢ bruife the ferpent’s head.” They on whom Gob pla-
ces his love are defcribed as ¢ treading the dragon under their
feet.””  When the Saviour appeared, ¢¢ {atan tell before him
like lightning from heaven.’”” And his difciples arnounced with
jov, that ¢ the devils were fubje to them throngh his name.*”
¢ By his word he commarnded unclean fpirits, who were con-’
firained to obey him.”” By his death he deftroyed him who
bad the power of death’’—¢ On the crofs he triumphed over
rincipalities and powers’'—¢¢ By his refurréétion and afcenfion
ﬁc led captivity captive.”” Our text fignifies, that when the
devil goes forth in great wrath, his time is limited, and his
power reftrained, |

Anp there are feafons when he is under uaufual reftraines,
What is faid of the wrath of man, may be {aid of the wrath of
fatan ; ‘¢ This thall praife Gop,” as far as 1t can be made fub.
fervicnt to that end, ¢ and the remainder will be reftrained,'”

- Gop has glorious defigns to accomplith 1n this world.—
For their accomplifhment he often permits wicked men and evil
fpirits to adt out their malignant pailions ; for what they mear
for evil, he can tumn to goed. But fo far as their inclinatione
canaot be overraled to the wife purpofes of his government, he
reltrains them. We are not to imagine, that Gop, for his own
glory and praife, creates or excites the wrath of men or of fa<
tan ; for there is fometimes more of this wrath, than can be
made to praife him. There is a part, at leaft, which mift be
reffrained. But he often turns the wrath of both. to the furtherd
ance of the great defigns of his Providence : Thus he difplays
his wifdom, goodnefs and power. : =

- Henscr it foilows, that wicked menand wicked {pirite map
be under ftricter iimitations at fome times, than at others, ac~
cording as the glory of Gop and the fafety of the church re.
quire. ‘[he church in P:-gamos is faid to ¢ 4~ »// where fa.
tan’s feat is.””  And in the days, whenthe fuffe. 'd perfecution,
faran wis {aid to ¢¢ dawell there.”” ‘There were times when, and
places where, fatan was laid urler clofer reflrictions, than whae
@s skev ieit in Pergamoes.




I 9 )

'Tre text leadsus farther to ooferve, tha: when fatan ap-
Prehends himfelf {oon to be laid under fpecial reftraints, he ex.
‘orts himlelf with greater aQivity and rage,

Tue hiftory of the prophecy before us will illuftrate this
ebfervation.

Sa1NT JonN faw in heaven, or in the fky, a woman clothed
with the fun, crowned with ftars, and having the moon
uader her feet : a firiking emblem of the holinefs, beauty and
glory of the chriftian church. The increafe of the charch is
exprefled by the woman’s travailing in birth, ready to be de-
livered. At this time there ftcod before her a great red drag-
on, waiting to devour her offspring, as foon as it was born.
‘This dragon is afterward called the ferpent, the devil and fa-
tan, who, by the agency of the pagan Roman empire, carried
on a violent perfecution againft the church. Hence the dragon
is fa1d to have ¢¢ feven heads and feven crowns,’’ in allafion to
. the feven hills on which Rome was built, and to the {feven forms
of government, which fucceflively took place in the empire :—
and he is faid to have ¢ ten horns,”” typifying the ten king-
doms intc which the empire was afteyward divided. Thus tge
fcenery is explained to John by an angel.  Joha fays, There
was war in heaves ~vweex Michacl and his angels op the one
part, and the ding -+ 22 his angels on the other, in which the
latter were defeated «ad caft down to the earth. ‘This fignifies
the long and fevere conflit between chriftianity and paganifm,
and the finzl vi€tory and triumph of the former. On this vic.
tory ihere was fung in heaven an anthem of praife, importing
the great happinefs which from this event refulted to the church.
The happinefs, however, was neither complete, nor permanent.
Her cnemies were indced defcated ; but they were not deftroy-
ed. Foritis added, ¢ The devil came down naving great
wrath.””  The rage of mortification and difappointment
prompted him to excite new troubles. ¢ For he knew he had
but a fhort time.”” ‘This partial overthrow of idolatry led him
to cxpet its toral overthrow. Hence he became more aive
to create new mifchiefs, and more ftudious to devife new arts
for the fubveriion of the Chriftian caufe,

Tuts prophecy is, by the beft interpreters, {uppofed to
kave been acconplifhed in the change, which took place in the
Roman empire, about 300 years after Chrift, when Conftantine
was raifed to the imperial thtone. Before this event, the
church, for the greater part of ker tin::, had been in a ftate of

perfecution and diftrefs, There were fome peatcful intervals;
| B
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but thefe were ulually fhort.  While the heathen philofophers
cxercifed all their wit to difcredit, the heathen emperors em-
§loyed all their power to fupprefs, the religion of the gol}\cl.
n esery perfecution, befides vaft numbers condemned to prifon,
exile, flavery and the mines, maltitudes fuffered torture and
‘death. Bat of all the perfecutions, the laft, before the reige
vt Conftanti.e, was the moft viclent and fevere.  Every me-
:hed which malice and cruelty could devifc, was taken to ex-
tirpate Chriftianity from the empire.  Bibles and cther reli-
gious books, wherever they could be found, were feized and
commitzed to the flames. Chriftians were condemned to death
without the formality of a trial, and given up to generai
maflacre without diftin®ion of fex or age. Houles of wor-
fhip were fet on fire, and wkhole affemblies confumed in them.
The numbers that perithed by the hand df violence, by the
fatigues of flavery, and by the miferies of banifhment, are he-
ond calculation, or even conception. The devil, asif he

new his tirce was fhort, went forth with unufual fury.

Trae time of deliverance drew near. The Romans, wea-
ried with a fucceffion of intolerable tyrants, turned their eycs
to Conftantine, from whofe charafter they entertained hopcs
of a jufler and milder government. They invited him to the
throne. He accepted the imperial purple, and, reigning in
tighteoufnefs, he became a hiding place from the wind, a co-
vert from the ftorm, and the fhadow of a great rock in a
weary land. He patronifed the Chriftian religion, abolifhed
idolatry, deftroyed the images, and banifhed the priefts of the

gan temples, and protected and encouraged the minifters of
Chrit.  Thes fatan, whefe throne had been exalted to the
fkies, fell to the earth, hike lightening from heaven.

_ Bor his fall, -though it weakened his power, increafed
his wrath. He dcvifed new means of working mifchief. He
foon began to fcatter the poifonous feeds of herefy, excite
angry difputes and contentions, and foment ruinous fchifms
and divifions. Afterward he brought on the churxch the floods
of northcran barbarians, which, he imagined, would fwcep
Chriftianity from the earth, and prepare 1t for the reftoration
and growth of the ancient idolatry. He, in fome meafure,
fucceeded for a time :  But ultimateiv thefe incurfions contri-
buted to the fpread of the gofpel ; for the viftorious pagans,
in great rumbers, embraced the go?cl, and thus {fome rays ot

a

Hght were refle@ted back to the dark corners from whencs
they iffued,
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THe voice from heaven proclmns, ¢ Wo to she thheb. "

iters of the carth for the devii is come down, havmw gredr
wrath.”

Tur time when fatan moft vigorouily- employs his cor-
rupting and feducing arts, 35 ufually a time of great perplexiiy
and diftr-fs,

Tue time, which nearly preceded- the downfal of fatm,
predicted in the text, was a woetul period. Perfecution ragcd-
with augmented violence. ‘There was no fafety to any who.
were known to join thie affemblies, or were even fufpefted to
favour the caofe of the Chriftians. Such multitudes were de
ftroyed, and with fuch cruel tortures, that the malice of their
enemies was glutted with blood, ‘and the hands of the execu-
tioners were wearied with ﬂaughtcr. And though the fall of
fatan gave a refpite to the charch, yet the rage of his difap-
peintment foon excited new vexations and difirefes. - ‘The em-
pire was embroiled in a civil war by the competitors for the
throne. The different parties into which-the church was fplit,
as they alternately prevailed; exercifed toward each other
much of the fame fpirit, though not all the fame cruelty, as
they had experienced from the common enemy. And when.
thefe party-animofities fubfided, the irruption of the barba-
rous nations fpread through the chriftian world fuchécfohuons
and miferies, as feldom had- been kqown beforc.

In the view of the calamities, which preeeded the ex..
pe&ed fall, and which followed the difappointed malice of the.
great dragon, th:fmphet exclaims ‘¢ Wo to the inhzbitants
of the earth and cf-the fea; for the devilis come down having
great wrath, becaufe he knoweth that he hath butafhort time.””

THE prefeat time cxhxbnts a {cene fo ﬁmxlar to the de.
fcription in the text, that 1 cannot forbear to improve this paf-
{age for the warning of my fellow chnﬁmns ia thie dangerous
period.

Saint Jouw foretels, that fatan will be bound and im-
prifoned for a thoufand years, and no mofe go forth to deceive
the nations, until that time is expired. The calculations of
the learned, and the afpe&s of providences=ay lead s to appre.
hend that this important period is hﬂﬁﬂub? on. If, in the
age of Conftantine, the devil knew that A: had bht a2 fhort
time, he muft now know, that his time is mu:h 'hortcr. If
the diminution of his domirion, when he fell to :h¢ earth, a-
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wakened his wrats : _how great wili be his rage, when fe fees
that ke is foon to lofe his domition. and be ¢ into the bote
tomlefs pit? If the reftraint 42 i > . ~r, ava the limitatica
of his feafon for mifchicf, incre..1e &0 eiforts, he vill not be in-
delent at fuch a time a- this whon ais power is teading to its
exit. And, indeed, i* we look on the ftate of the world, we

_fee evidence enough, tha: he 1s gone forth havicg giear wrath ;

and by the vigour of his efforts, and the varicty of hi- arts,
cae would imagine, that he apprc'lendcd dis time was fLort.

1 azc your candour ans patience, while 1 give you abiick
view of our dangers, and pcint out the duties, which the af-
pect of the times urges upoa us.

In thofe American States, there has, for mawny years, and
more cfpecially fince qur late revcluticn, bees a vifible tenden.
cy to infidelity, and an.obfervabic growvc! .l impiaty and im.
morality. Family religion is falling “.ato - 7:; the ancient
firi obferrance of the fabbath dlig;n'-3 ...-aed 3 focial
worthip in the chureh, as well 2s.in the family, & Frking iuto
negle&, not to fay, contempt ; a p-.r‘zhc Pr )’“' cr o reliss
1s by few made a matter of conictence ; av’, 9 Joft ~w-,,
the number of open profeffors is by much 1he fe der - 1cof
the commgnitv. Many, who choofe 0 tivax v uofpé: b
civility, decline to take upon.them the thacaflcr of ios fricads.
A fenfe of decency and propriety may renisain them from inult-
ing i ; but they Lave not that regard toits intereft wiicu
{houkd excite them todefend st. In chis Rate of genera' indif.
ferenc-, the bamcrs againi. infidelity are fallen down, 1nd tre
way is cpen for its fwif and eafy progrds.  Ama probatly
there never was a time, when more pains were taken, or tuken
with greacer fuccefs, to extend its buneful influence, than a:

the prefea:. aay.

Tre inciexed advantages of education have difuf:d a
tafte for readir ; and the /nterefting events of the times have
awakenrd a !’pm: of enquiry. ‘Thus a door is cpened for lite-
raty and moral wnpro<cmests ; or for a corrupiton of fenti-
eats and migre ., acmrdmg to the means which are applied.
od many, difinguithed by learning and geuivs, who oughs
10 have confee. sted their fuperior talents to the former object,
Biv- vrofftrated nem ru the latter.  And the natural depra» i-
te 0! o homan drart Las favoured their fuccefs.  Books of
e ot Mcentiouy tend: #acy have been multinited without
tasnvis, 50 civenisted withont modefty. Social libraries,
which i therrvlves aze ufetyl inftitutions, have, in too many
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inftances, admitted books of this kind ; and thus become tae

vehicles of corruption and infid-lity. Hence the younz acd
unprincipled have imbibed a poifon: without an antidote.

No pains have been {pared to banith thé fear of fature
unithment, and to take off from men’s minds that awful re-
raint from vice. The do&trine of happinefs for all men, with.

out diftin&ion of chara@ers, has been induftrioufly propagated ;
bet on groands fo heterogeneous and incompatible, that one
{cheme l%xbvcrts another ; and yet there are thofe who admire
them all ; not bLecaufe either of them is convincing to reafon,
but becaufe all are pleafing to their lufts, and flattering to
their hopes.

DizecT attacks are made on the bible, not in a way of
candid reafon and fair difcaflion ; but in a wav of :ndecent ridi-
cule and malignant fatire. Thus many uninftruted minds 2re
prejudiced againft revelation before they have examined it,
and fortified againft the means of conviction before they %re
applied.

THE fingular profperity of this country, for fome years
paft, has contributed not 2 little to a corruption of fentimente
and manners. Certain peculiar circumftances, perhaps unavoid-
able, have encouraged ichemes of fpeculation. And the arts of
fpeculation very foon degenerated ito tricks of fraud to nc-
quire property without carning it, and to {fwindic money from the
unfufpecting without giving an equivalent. The profpe& of
grewing rich in a day, and of making a fortune at a ftroke,
has led many to defpife the fober paths of regular induftry and

honorable commerce.

Tur great acceffion of foreigners has had a moft unfriendly
effe® on the religion of the country. Many of thefe arc mem
of fortune, learning and addrefs, bui of licentious principles and
diffolute morals. Their diftinction gives them ability, and
their ficentioufnefs gives them a difpofition, to fpread among
_our citizens the corruptions which they brought from ticir
native foil.

'THeR: have {prung up in one place and anothker, without
previous concert, but probably from the influence of 3 comki-
nation in the dark regions, various fects and focietics, whick
agree in avowing the corrupteft opinions, and in adopting the

vileft pradtices,
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Tw the northern parts of this Rate, as']l am weil infurmes,
#here has l:tely appeared, and fill exitts under a licentions lea.
der, a company of beings, who difcard the principles of reli-
gion and th: obligations of morality, trample on the bond: of
matriraony, the Eparate rights of property, and the laws of
eivil focxety, fpend the fabuath in lxbour or diverfion, as fan.
cy diQtates ; and the nights in riotous excefs and promifcucus
concubiroge, as loft impels. Their number confifts of about
forty, fome @f whom are perfons of rcputablc abilities, and,
once, of decent charatters.  That a fociety of this defcription,
which wouid difgrace the natives of Caffraria, fhould be form.
‘ed in this land o%cn ilizaticn aad gofpel light, is an evidence
‘that the devil is, at this time, gone forth, having ~greai influ
ence, as well as great wrath.

Tae long and mdc-.pr\ed war in .,uropc, the changes
which have there taken place, the effelts which theie changc:
bave had cn religion and morals, and the probability that we
may foon be devp%} irvolved in tie commen calamity, ail con.
fpire to increafe our danger.

Frawce is filled with athcifis. At leaft the govemirg
and influential men in the nation are openly of this chara&er.
And their morals are confertanecus to their principles.  As they

-are extending their cenqueiis,they will doubtlefs difieminate theiz
‘abominable principles, which other nations, unlefs thic hatred of «
conquering foe fhould be their guard, are but too well prepared
10 receive. Infidelity, for fome years, has been gaining ground
in moft parts of Europe. It had overfpread France before her
fate revolation. Among the prople of high diftinction, there
were few, who, in companics where rellraint was removed, did

nct laugh at rchglon. Tre rcvolution has made a chano'c 1
the vifible appearance ratker than in the real ftate of rchol ST
in that nation. Revolutions in other nations may pcrhaps be
followed with fimilar confequences. The war feems likely to

continue ; and from its paft, we have reafon to fe.wr, what may
be its future effeft.

Ax awful confpiracy againft religion haslately been detet-
ed, and proved by docun.ents, which appear authentic and uncon.
trovertible,  Of this anaccount has been pubhﬂlcd by Mr. Joux
Rosisox, Profeffor of Natural Phiiefophy, and Secretary o the
Royal Society of Edirburgh. By original papersand correfpor.
dcnmcs, which, by various means, has e fallen ingo his hands, Le
makesit cvxdcm, that there has exifted acombination amone cer.
tain focicties, which are becume numicrous and widely difperfed.
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“s 10 root out ali thereligious cftabiifhments, and (o overtura all
thc exifting governments s of Europe.” Thefe focictics have af-
fumed the name of Tue ItLuminaTep, He aficrts, that they
frcw out of the lod%ts of Free Mafins. He {ayvs, The mafonic

odges, which, it feems, began in England fome time in the
laft century, were origirally innocent in their defign; and:
thofe which retain their i rit ﬁmphcxtv, are fo ftill; being
mectings for focial amufement and friendiy comnnahty. He 1¢
himfelf one of the order, and in his early years was an ative
and diftinguitted member. He confiders the order rather as
frivolous, than mifchievous. Its affe@ed fecrecy and myfti-’
cifin he marks ac the greatett faul: in the inftizdtion ; but fill
fault, becanfe fecret focicties, however frivolous in the bc{gm-
ning, may become mifchievous in the end. ‘Thefe mafonic.
ledges, pafling from England to the continent of Europe, {oos
zffumed anew form ; and in the hands of the Frerich, who give
a tinfel glitter to every thing, they werc refined and fublima-
ted from the Englith fimplicity to a number of degrees unknown
before ; each {uperior degrec poffefiing fecrets not to be com-
municated to any of the ﬁxborcrlnate grades. Thefe refinements
pafied from France to other countries on the continent, and
have returned to England the probable birth-place of fimple
mafonry. The reftraints laid cn focial converfation by the def-
rotifm of the government and the bigotry of the church im
-oft countries, induced many to join thefe lodges, that they
might thers eajoy that liberty of fpecch which was denied
them 1n other companies. And in their hours of convivial
:reedom ard friendly fecurity, they wounld naturally introduce
thote topics, which 1t was daraemu: to touch elfewhere. Hence
he ryranny of government and the fupcrftition of the hierar-
iy hecams favorite fubjeéts, which they purfued, until, ir

*heir abhorrence of thofe real evils, they bcq'm to form nefa..
vious fchemes for the total aholition of Chulhamt) and every
xind nt reiigion, and the vtter fubverfion of civil government
in ail its forms. ‘Lhus have articn the focieties of the Jllu-

2aid, which itk appeared in Germany, and from thence
it lprgad ito ali the countries of Europe.

Tueir leading principles are fuch as thefe 5 that there is
no Supreme mdcpcudcnt heing, ro moral government of the u?
niverle, no future exiftence, nothing to be hoped or feared af-
ter this lite, and confequently no fuch thing as religicn—that
the m(cnes of mankird fpriag {rom fuprritition and tyranny—
ar what priefts and roleis - :ll velro:on md ervermmezt—that oo
mzn reafon, left to iefeld si, will pl‘OuU\ s the greatcit happinefs
ehieh irer can enjos - ohap all wmoralicy eondifts 1n berevo.




[ ]

lence, or a regard to the -gencral happinefs ; and every thing
which tends to increafe the happinefs or abate the mifery of
raan, whether it be fraud, murder, fuicide, or any thing elfe,
is, for that reafon, right and good—that men are to judge of
the goodnefs of actions by their tendency to a good end ; for
the ¢nd confecrates the means—that as therr order is calcalated
for the good of maokind, they are tohefitate 2t no meafures for
its increafing influence and exterfion—that the obligations of
the focial, conjugal, parental and filial relations, are to be dif-
carded, when they are fuppofed to interfere with this end—
that it is neceflury to abolifh all the exifting governments, and
therefore neceflary to abolith the Chriftian religion, becaufe
this contributes to the fupport of govemment—rthat as the gof-
pel teaches a perfedt morality, men who feel the obligations of
morality, will, of courfe, revere and appreciate the go?pel; and
therefore to effet the abolition of the gofpely 1t will be necef-
fary gradually to eradicate from men’s minds the fentiments of
moral obligation, which, they fay, have been iufufed only by
falfc cducation, and are retained only by prejudice,

"I'sEv endeavor to introduce into their focieties men of
Yearning and genius, efpecially men of captivating addrefs in
converfation, and of inchanting talents in writing. The new
members are not admitted, at once, to all the fecrets of the
erder, but brought on from one grade to another, as they are
found to be prepared.  They are put under a dif¢ipline, which
may gradually diveit them of the tender feclings ofP nature, and
form them to a hardinefs for bold, cruel and ferocious deeds.
In order to fpread their anarchical and atheiftical fentiments,
they by cvery fecret artifice in their power, introduce their
ewn members into sll places of influcnce, zs courts, academies,
univerfitics, poft-offices, printing-offices, book-ftores; and
take under their dire&tion the mansfa&ure, review, and fale of
bocks; by which mcans their own writings are furreptitioufly
circulated among the people, and the writings in oppofition te
them are fuppreiled or reftrained,

To facilitate and enfure the fuccefs of their defign,
they have citublifhed, in various parts of Germany, and
ether places, reading jocieties, or library companies, which are
under the direction of their own diffolute members, and fup-

lied with books from their own polluted fountain.  ‘Thefe
gooks, written with the arts of faf’c’inntion, and recommended
by the embellithments of wit, communicate their poifonous
principles under difguife, and infinnzte them into the minds of
the fimple, unpercerved,
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Turss {ocieties, the author fays, have had great influence
in raifing and continuing the troubles of France.  The revolu-
tion itfelf he does not condemn. ‘The oppreflions of the old
government were fuch, that, he allows, a change in principle
2and adminiRration was greatly to ke defired. And the revo-
lution, had it ftopped in feafon, might have been happy. But
thefe focieties, of which there were numbers 1a France, as well
as in Germany, intending to profirate all government, have, by
concert, kept alive the fpirit of revolution and anarchy, until
the nation is enflaved to a military defpotifm. Reforms may
be neceflary cifewheére, but the principles of thefe focicties,
continuing to opcrate, will either prevent reforms, or tuma

~

them 1ato confufion. '

Or thefe focieties, the author fays, there ate great mum-
bers fcattered over the continent of Europe ; fome in England
and Scotland ; feveralin America. His ftatement is made, as
the focieties ftood in the year 1786.. Inwhat parts of America
they are formed, he gives no intimaticn. We choofe to be.
lieve, not in the United States. Bat if we, any where, fee li-
brary companies induftrious to colle@ and circuiate deittical and
other licentious books—if we, any where, fee men openly and

boldly oppofing the religion of the gofpel, and thefe ftanding
foremoft mmg-the‘mcfi,dates for pnb!ic’oﬁcés—iff,.Wc, any

where, fee attempts made to change our happy conltitution,
either by weakening its proper energy, or by diminithing its
native liberality—by detaching the people from théir own
conftituted authorities, or by benumbing republican vié_%ilanc’c
into tlie torpor of blind obedience- -by exciting difaffeétion to
our late revolution, or by fowing the fceds of a new onc
there, we may conclude, that, 1f not the members, _ yet, at

ieaft, the principles of thele focicties are deeply at work,

. I wouLp not dctam you lodg on this difipreeable nar.
rative. Bot you will naturally enquire, how the difcovery
was made ? One of the principal focieties, overalting its part,
excited fafpicions, 1in confequence of which an examinatio
was inftituted, and fuch a fcene opened, that the forciety W
{upprefied. Many papers of the fociety were found, which
led to farther difcoveries. Somie correfpondencies were imter-
cepted or betrayed. Some members, either through com.
purQion or-difguft, deferted the fociettes, and made commu.
aications, which gave a clue to a fuller developement of this
syftery of iniqﬂil’}‘y C
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Ber notwithftanding the difcovery, the author fears,
4be pninciples of thefe {ocieties are fo widely fpread, and fo
deeply rooted, that it will be no eafy tafk to eradicate them.

THEe horror and deteftation, which this difcovery has ex~
.cited in the minds of the ancorrupted mafons, and the dif-
grace and fuipicion brought on them by this abufe and per.
verfion of their order, have induced many of the lodges in

Germany to diffolve themielves, and abandon their ancient
profeflion.

~ Tais plan of infidelity s an areifice of fatan, equal
in fabuility, but, I prefume, not fo long in duration, as pope.
ry itfelf. |

Waen idolatry was abolithed by the powers of govern-
ment, the devil introduced, under the mafk of chriftianity, a
new and refined fpecies of idolatry, which has continued for
more than a thoupand years. As light has been increafing, the
}rapal idolatry has declined : And at this period, when popery

ecmed near its exit, the devil has adopted, inits ftead, thi
new artificc to undermine the credit, and defeat the influence
of the gofpel. ‘The fame light which has chafed away the
clouds of papal foperftition, he is perverting into the means of
fpreading infidelity underthe {pecious names of liberty, reafon
and philofophy.

Bor though infidelity is increafing, ard perhaps will #ill
§ncreafe for a sime ; yet, if I judge anght, the ferious and in.
quifitive mind will hence derive aew evidence of the truth of
the gofpel.

The feriptare has foretold this very circumftance, as what
will accompany the great events of the prefent period.

It annomces the downfall of the papal power; and this, if
not fully accomplithed, is prebably near its accomplifhment,

It has predicted, that the deftruttion of this power wilt
be effeted by fome of thofe very kingdoms, which were once
Mms principal fupporters. France has been one of its chief de-
fenders; and France is now the great agent in its overthrow,

_ Iv exprelsiy declares, that at the time when the angels
faail pour out their vials on the fun, and on the throne of the
aft, men wiil not repent of their deeds, or give glery to the
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Couopof heaven; bat will blafpheme his name. ‘Tire expreffions
clearly import an unufual prevalence of licentious morals and.
atheiftical principles. And was there ever a time to which
thefc charaéters apply more ftrongly. than to the prefent ? The
focieties, of whicl‘: we have fpoken, not only indulge, but avow.
" blafphemy and impenitence, atheifm and immorality, and pro.
pegate them fyftemauiczlly.  And there are many whe follow
their pernicious ways, by reafon of whom the way of tiuth is
evil fpoken of. :

It 1s foretold, that when the devil {ees his time to be fhore,
ke will go forth with great wrath.  So be has dorne in former
times, when hiskingdom was tottering : fo he does now, when
the word of prophecy imports, that he hath but a fhort time.

Wuewn the devil came down to the earth in wrath, a
warning voice from heaven proclaimed, ¢ Wo the inhabiters
of the carth and of the fea.”” This wo, which has been real-
ized before, has again returned, and been deeply and extenfive.
ly felt. To the nations which dwell on the continent of Eu-
rope, 2nd-tp the people who irhabit-the iflands in the fea, this
" is a period of unufual calamity, The war has involved in its
herrors a great part of the old continent, it has raged with bru-
gal ferocity ; it has wafted immenfe treafures; it has confumed
millions of the human race; it has overturned ftates, and
changed times and fcafons. France has fpread conqueft and ter-
ror amoag her neighbors ; and, in the mean while, fhe herfelt”
has been a principal fufferer. The Wett-Indian iflands, from
invafion, conqueft, infurre@ion, civil war, fimine and confla-
gration, have experienced herrors unknown before.  The flames
of war begin to flafh towards this continent; and when, or:
where they will be extinguithed, heaven orly knows.

Uxsper the fixth vial, John fays, -] faw three unclean,
{pirits, like frogs, come out of the mouth of the dragon, and
out of the mouth of the beaft, and out of the mouth of the
talfe prophet.  For they are the fpirits of devils working
rairacles,’” or doin;r wonders, ¢ which go forth unto the kings
of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them:to the-

battle of that great.day of Gop almighty.””

Tize Jragon, beaft, and jfalie prophet are in this book the-
grand enemics of the chriftian charch.  Thefe f{pirits, like
fzogs, which iffue from: their mouths, are called uxc/can, and
faid to go forth unto the kings of the earth to gather ibem re
~2r,  They muft therefore denote fowe atheiftical and turbulert
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emiffagies from the enemies of the gof;:l, fent forth to corrapt
the principles, and diftarb the peace of mankind.

WazTRER We are now under this particular vial, I pre-
tend not to determine.  Beé this as it may ; there are multi-
tudes of this noxious breed of frogs, (more peftiferous than
thofe which plagued old Egypt) now fcattered over the earth,
croaking and fpawning in every lake and fen, vexing the air
with their noife, and poifoning the waters with their flime.
'Thefe fpirits of devils are gone into all the werid, corrupting
the religious principles, and breaking the political peace of
the nations, and direfly inftigating, or indiretly conftraining
the kings and powers of the carth to gather themfelves to the
battle. But let us remember, ¢¢ It 1s the battle of the great
day of God Almighty,”” who, while he permits it as the
meaas of punifhing the wickeduels of « degenerate world,
will averrule it as the occafion of enlarging the bounds and
exalting the glory of the Chriftian chun:i

Ir this is not the time intended in the prophecy, there
is reafon to fear, a time is coming, when the prophetic def.
cription will be more fully realized.

“ Tus teftimony of Jesus is the fpirit of prophecy.””—
This teftimony to the truth of the gofpel Jesus is now giving.
Let us receive his teltimony, and hold faft his wozd, till he

comes.

Ir fatan is moft aQive in works of mifchief, when he.
fees that his time is fhort, let us, with equal affiduvity, em-
ploy our fhort time in counterworking his hellith devices.

Sixce there is an infeinal combination againit the gofpel
of Chrift—againft its heavenly doftrines and holy precepts,
let us, who call ourfelves its friends, unite our influence in
its fupport.

In fuch a time as this, all who are, in heart, friends to
the gofpel, ought to ftand forth, and openly deciare their full
belief of it, and determined obedience to it. A fpirit of in.
difference to it is, at any time, inexcufeable ; but at a time
when its enen’ s are aftive to fubvere it, indifference hecomes
peculiarly criminal.  ¢¢ Of thofe who are athamed of Carisr
and his gofpel in an cvil and adulterous generation, he will alfe.
be athamed when he fhall come in the glory of his Father.”
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As Curist has inftituted focial worfhip to be the .means
of knowledge and faith, let all with conftancy and zeal attend
én this ordinance, keeping in view the end for which it was
appointed.. Think it not fufficient that you appear in Goo’s
houfe, now and then, on fonre fpecial occafion, or in a plea.
fant afternoon ; but let your attendance on tkis, as on.your
fecalar duties, be regular and conftant. A neglet of divine
worthip leads to indifferencs ; and this to infidelity. Hence
the apoftle, when he exhorts Chriftians to ¢ hold faft the pro.
feflion of their faith wittout wavering,’”” immediately fubjoine;
a caution, that they *¢ foriake not the affembling of themiclves
together.”” Wher people forfake the worthip which th:‘sqf._..
pel injoins, iu is but one ftep more to forfake the gofpel itfelf,

Ir we would maintain the faith, let us pratife the mor-
ality of the gofpel. Yhey who put away a good confcience,.
will eafily make fhipwreck of the faith. The focicties of the
Illuminated, fenfible of the clofe cornexion between 2 virtuous,
life and a religious faith, make it a primary obje& to corrupt
men’s moral fentiments, that they may thus prepare them te
renounce the gofpel.

To fay that a virtuous man can have no doubts concera-
ing the divinity of the gofpel, might be going too far. . But
thus much I may fafely fay ; a man who loves virtue in his.
heart, and wifhes to promote it among his fellow-citizens, can.’
not be an enemy to tﬁc gofoel ; for this teaches the pureft and
fublimeft virtue. And whatever doubts he may feel concern-
ing its heavenly origin, he will admire its precepts and in-
ftru®ions, and wifh that they may be embraced and obeyed.—
Will this man oppofe the gofpel >—will he treat it with ridi-
eule? will he vex honeff minds with captious objeions-
againft it? will he labour to unfettle his virtuous neighbours
from a faith which has fo Lappy an inflvence on them ? will he_
weaken his own motives to virtue by reading, or fubvert the.
faith of others by fpreading books of immoral or deittical ten-
dency *—He never will.  The man who does this is an enemy-
to virtue 2nd to human happinefs. He is corrupt and has done
abominable works. If he preferves a decent conde& among men,
he is confcious of inward guilt, the keen fings of which he is
laboaring to blunt.

1.57 us live agreeably to the gofpel ; then we fhall feel ne_
temptation to rcjcgr it. Inthis cafe, we have nothiny to fear
from it : 1t never will hurt us.  Oaly let our converfatior be,
«< it becometh the gofpel, and we fhall have no objettions a-
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gnd it of our own ; anad thall exhibit a powerful anfwer toall

objeftivrs made by others.  For if we cannot by argumenta
rove iis heavenly infpiraijon, we fhall, at leaft, by ourlives
emont 2zt its divine excelience,

I« foch a time as this, great attention fhould be paid to
the education of youth, that their mirds may be early 1mbued
with religious principles and virthous fentiments, and thus
§mrdcd againit the inftru¢tions which caufe to err.  The com-

ined infidels in Europe corrupt the minds of the young and.
uninformed, by circulating licentious books. We fhonld put
into the hands of fuch thofe books which contain fate and.
wholefome inftra&tions.

Lisrarres, in the prefent day, 2re multiplied tc the greas
improvement of kaowledge; and generaily, I fuppofe, the
books are well chofen: but, I believe, not always fo. If we
admit into our fociai Lib*aries books of deiftical or immoral ten-
dency, to be read in cur tamilies—to be thrown out among our.
youth—and to be handed round among our neighbors, we are
acting 1n perfe€t concert with thofe dangerous /{luminatsrs, and
are aiding them in their nefarious work.

1 Bave obferved, that it is their great aim, for effeQuat.
ing their plan, to introduce the members of their fraternity in-
to all places of powsr and infleence. Certainly we cught to
adopt the oppolite fyflers. W= are fo happy 23 to enjoy an
ele&tive government, And in al! ele@ions to office, whether in.
towus, or an ftates, or in the nation at large, we ought to give
a decided preference 10 men of fri virtue and exemplary mo-
rality—tc the knowa {rierds of the gofpel and the regelar ob.
fervers of its plain inftitutions. Leta man’s abilities or polit-
ical fentiments be what iney may, if ke is anenemy to the gof-
pel—ifhe treats it with marked difrefpe@—if he contemptucufly
negle@s its inftituticns—if he withes and feeks the diffoletion
of all religious focieties—if he is ftudious to embarrafs all mea.
fures for their fupport and contirvance ; this man is not to be
promoted 1in civil {octety ; for his civil promotion increafes his
opportunitics 2sd abilitics to injure the caufe of Chrilt and of
mankind.

TrEr® can be no freedom and happinefs in fociety with.
out the influence of religion—There is no religion more cx.
cellert in its nature, or more friendly to fociety than the
Chriftian ; and the man wha is an enemy to this, carnot be
fafely trufed to guard the liLerty and purfee the intere of Lis
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Yellow citizens. If we admit that he may have honef intea-
tlons, yet he has at leaft miftaken the means. And I cfleem
it 2 happinefs, efpecially at fuch a day as tkis, that there i,
at the bead of onr government, a magfﬁratj, who 15 mot a-
foamed to profefs binfelf a Chriftiar, and avlo, by bis example,
honsurs bis profeffeon.

It roncerns us all to have the religion of Chrift formed
in our kesris.  ‘Thus fhall we beit be fecured again®t the fiery
darts of ¢ wicked one, when he comes down having great
wrath, This is our fursft defence againft temptations—our
firmeft fupport in alitions—our fweeteft confoiation in the
profpc& of death and cternity.  We may try a hundred arti-
fices o fortify ourfelves againft the terrors of futurity—we
may labour to perfuade ourfelves, that death will terminate
our exiftence ; or that all men will be happy after death-; or,
if there is'a futare panitiment, that it will be moderale and
faort ; or that a “&u of pleafure, if it is ot very mifchievous,
wiii never offend the Deity ; or that the goolnefs of God. wilk
find fome unknowa way to fave men from, or deliver them
out of the mifery of the world to come.

Bor after all we can fay and do, none of thefe artifices
will fatisfy us. They all want {olidity—want proof. They
leave the mind reftlefs, anxious, fearful. The gofpel, and
this alone comes home to human wants—comes home to ourim-
potent, guilty condition. The man who fully believes it and
heartily confents to it, is relieved, contented, fatisfied. He
fees no other refuge 1o which he can refort—he withes for no
ether; here are the words of eternal life.

Mr teitimony, feeble as it is, I with to leave in favour of
taat gofpel, which I have preached to my fellcw mortals, for
rore than 4o vears. In the near contemplation of another
wor'd, I f{ee no hope, I feel no fupport, but what is derived
jrom this divine fource : I can find no way of pardon, but that
which is here masied out. 1 can obtain ro affurance of im-
mortality, but what refts en the bafis of the divine promifes
here declared : 1 know not where to Yook for fuccour amidft
the temptations of the world. or {or affiftance under the weak-
nefs of nature, but to that grace, which 1is here revcaled.
\Wkile 1 lament 1n myfel! a2 thoufand infirmities—a thoufand
deviations from lega! perfection—a ihouiund humbling proofs
of valt unworthinels, I muft cfteem, icve and admire the plan
here opened for human relief. Ta ghis 1 retort ; on this I rely.
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Fiete is my fupport in the view of death—-here is my confols-
%on t'the profped. of judgement. "And the Lorp grant, that
We 'y all find mercy in tnat day.

—ERRATA—- .
I B¢ bortom Gxe of page 5:b, for < allegiance with God,"
‘téad ¢ allegiance TO God.”’
. In page 7ty the 2d Ime from the bottom, for ¢ take”

.

‘vead ‘“corrupt,”






