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AN Aétxi'li‘imﬁzh‘i'
COMMENDING: HIS PEOPLE TO GOD,

| ~ ACTS xx. 3% o
And now brethren, I commend yox to God, . and to

the word of his grace, which is able to build you

rp,.and to fiyq;jég ‘an inberitance among all them,

which are fantlified

P, o - palfagé from Philippi to
Jerufalem, came near to Ephefus, where he had be-
fore fpent {::me fuccefsful feafons in preaching the
fpel. As'he was in hafte to reach Jerufalem be-
ore the feaft of Pentecoft, which would give him
an opportunity to preach to a large colle®ion of
people, he chofe not to vifit Eplicfus, left he fiould
be too long detained ; but he flopped at Miletus,
about ven miles fhort of it, and fent to the FElders
of Ephefus to meet him there. They came, and
with them'a number of the Chyriiiian brethren, to
whom,. on their arrival, Paul delivered an affeGion-
ate valediory difcourfe, a part of which I have
nowread. . T
'He gave them a fummary of thz doérines, “}ﬁi |
he had preached, while he was 2 thel
sppeledto then fo th idelity wich which iefd
. dilcharged . his minifterial duties, He reminded
. them of the conflils and felf denals, which he had
fuffered in'their fervice. -He ezprefied his appre-

mong them. H
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henfion of greater, but unknown trials, which,
whatever they might be, he was refolved to meet,
without declining from the line of his duty. He
warned them that this was the laft interview, which
he fhould enjoy with them, and that, aiter his de-
parture, new dangers would arife from the attempts
of defigning men to break their union. He ex-
horted the Elders to watch over their refpetive
flocks with the diligence, of which he had fet them
an example, and thus fuggefted to the brethren the
neceflity of preferving their union by a fteady at-
tendance on the miniftry of their feveral paftors.
He concluded the folemnity with an appropriate
prayer, in which he commended them to God, and
to the word of his grace, which was able to build
them up, and to give them an inkeritance among
all thofe, who were fanftified.” - :

In thefe words the Apoftle exprefles an afiection-
ate concern for the Chriftians in Ephefus. He com-
rends them to God’s merciful care. ‘And he en-
courages them to expect happy confequences from
attending on God’s word and confiding in his grace.
We obferve here, ‘ |

L. That the apoftle exprefles an affeltionate concern
for the people and believers in Ephefus.

For this concern he mentions feveral reafons.

1. He had {pent much timein preaching the gofpel
amaong them. = o

- His office as an Apoftle required him to vifit va-

rious parts of the world. He was not the ftated
minifter of any particular church, but a miffion- ry
ordained to carry the-gofpel among- the Ger*:es.
There was a line of fervice afiigned him by apoftol-
ic agreement, beyond which he did not ftretchhim-
{elf, ‘to enter into the {phere oi other men’s labors.
But this line was fo extenfive, that he could not a-
bide long in any one city or village. In Ephefus he
fpent more time than in moft other places. Heg
was here for the fpace of three years. .And he had
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great fuccefs. “Divers indeed were hardened ; but
many believed. The church became fo large, that
feveral Flders were employed in minifter.ng to it.
Or perhaps, being too large to aflemble'in one place,
it might be divided into feveral brancies, each of
which had an attendant paftor. When Paul preach-
ed there, not only the citizens of Ephefus, but al-
moft all Afia came togethier to hear the word of the-
Lord.” S L o
After his long refidence and fuccefsful fervice a-

~mong this people, they muft’ have been greatly en-

deared to him. There is no relation more facred
and important, than that between a minifter and
his people. And the peaceable and ufeful continu-
ance of it for a number of years will produce an
affe@tion more tender and fenfible, than whatis felt

* in moft other relations. A people in fuch a- cafe

ufually feel a cordial regard for their minifter : But,’

I am perfuaded, it is in no meafure equal to the re-

gard, which he feels for them. They feldom will

-make for him thofe facrifices of temporal intereft,
‘which he can make for them. The affe@ion is mu-
‘tual ; but there is the fame difparity, as in the af-
fection between a parent and his children. What

this difparity is, you, whq are parents, well know.

When a minifter, looking around on his people,
views them as pilgrims on their paflage to another
world—when he coniiders, that he has been with
them in all {eafons, has fhared in their afflitions,
and has experienced their attentionin his own—
tha! many of them have been baptized by his hands,
confecrated to God by his prayers, and educated
under his miniftry—thac the prefent generation are
foon to pafs away, and to be fucceeded by 2 new
race of tranfient mortals, whofe virtue and happi-
nefs will much depend on the inftrué&tions which
they may receive irom their parents, and froma
fucceeding minifter ; he has feelings, to whicha
private Chriftian mui* be a ftranger. -
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2. Pau¥sfoficitude for the Chriflians in Ephefus
was increafed by a recollection of his ladors ana fe-
-érifices in theis caufe.

His /abor had been abundant. He fays, < Ir have
beén with you it all feafons, ferving the Lord with
all humility of mind and with many tears.” Hehad
sot afe€ted a fuperiority to their perfons nor felt
- dd indifference to their affli®ions—bnt liad ftood on
the ground of equality with them, and taken a
fenifible fhare inall’ their forrows. He adds,' “Thave
-Kept back nothing, that waspiofitable to you ; and
have tauglit youpublidy ; andalfo from houfe to
houtt ;- when your circutuftanees: called-for my at-
teidance. [ haveteliified repentancetowardGod,
ahd faith toward our Lord Jefus Chrift! Ht‘did
not-aintife therh with dry and wfelefs fpecuiafions ;
btit preached thofe great truths, which’ eflentially
concerned - their- falvation. He took them to re-

cord, that-« he wasclesr ficen the blood of all men.

This corfeioufnefsof his fidelity, while it fited
#is foul with comfort for h’im{elf‘, awakened - his
ankiety for them. Many had net received ‘the love

of the truth, nor felt its transformimg poser. They
wefe yet'ia their find. His faithful labors, though
they would increafe his own reward, would: .
mient their guilt, and aggravate their fature mlfery,
if they. thould contirue ftill in imrpenitence and ue-
belief. His predching, which te:fome rad beena
favour of iife unto kfe, he was afraid;- would be
to-others a favour.of  death unto death.

His facrifces in their {fervice ‘had been as great as
his labors.

He fays, “1 have coveted noe svan’s filver, or gold,
or apparel ; but thefe hands of mine have minifter-
ed to my meceffitics.”

When Chrift fent forth his difciples to preach a-
~mong the Jews; who knew the commandment of
God, that « they who ferved at the a*ar, - thould
live of the altar,” he forbad ‘themy to take purfé-or
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{crip of their own, becaufe “the laborer was wor-
thy of his hire 3 and if any would pot receive and
fuppori them, they were exprefsly required fram:
fuch to turn away, and beftow their labors elfes -
where. But when Paul preached among heathens,
who had never known this divine inflitution, he
thpught himdelf at hbcrty to make the gofpel with<
oyt charges «o them
We always fcel an nmereﬂ: in a cgufe, in the
prq(ccunon of which we have expended and hzve.‘ |
been fpent. If 2 minifter has relinquifhed inviting
profpe@s for the feryice of a people, he defires to
foe fruit, which may abound to their account. If
after all his felf d_pm;.ls for their fake, they appear
to be little benefited by his miniftry, and under it
chglon feems yather to have dg:clmed, than Pre-
vailed, painfully difappeinted, he complains in the
language of the prophet, I have labozed in vain,
fpent my cngth for nopght.” Paul, having
reminded the Corinthians, that he had preached
the gofpe! among the?ﬁ{;d and had fought, net
theirs, bus them, expr " feaxs, left, whca he.
ﬂmuld ¢omma to them again, his God Would hum-{
ble bim among them, and he fhould bewail many
who had & aned. and had not repented. :
3. Another circumftance whxcb. cxcited the Apof

tle’s concern for the Epha;ﬁan Chriftians was the,

termination of his labors among them <« know
that ye all, amopg whom I have gong preaphmg
the: kmgdom of God, fhall fec my face no more.”
He was now, by divine direction, going to Je-
rufalem. “ He kncw not what things would befal
him, fave that the Holy Ghoft thneifed in cvery
city, that bonds and afflictions awax,tgd him. But
none of thefe things moved him, neither counged,
he his own life dear to himielf; fo. tlhat he mlght
finifh his courfe with joy, and. the miniftry which.
he had received of the LordJ efus, to. tcﬁ;lfy the

gofpel of the grace of God.”
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Though, in the: confcioufnefs of -his fidelity,” he-
trufted that death to him' would be gain; yet he
knew, that for the churches’ it'might be "needful
that he fhould-abide in the flefh.- To have fpent
more time among thefe Ephefians would have grati-
fied his benevolence ; but God had otherwiic or-
dained ; and to ‘Geod’s will he muft fubmit. He
was now taking leave of a people, who for fome-
ycars, had been dear tc him as Chriftians andfriends
and feals of his apofti::ip. And between duty and
affe@tion there was an unavoidable conflid. 3

' An aged minifter may have fimilar fenfations. His
age gives him the fame apprehenfions, which per-
fondl dangers gave to Paul; that “they among
whom he has gone preaching the gofpel, foon
will fee his face no more.” Finding himfelf one
of the oldeft of the minifterial brethren, ard look-
ing around on his affembled hearers, and feeing on-
ly here and there a perfon as aged as. himfelf, he
confiders every year as the laft of his miniftry—ev-
ery communion 2as perhaps tue laft time of his
meeting his Chriftian brethren at the Lord’s table ;
every fabbath as poffibly  the laft, in which he thall
fpeak to his beloved flock; yea, every fermon
which he writes, as a kind of farewell fermon. And
he withes and prays, that it may meet the fame at-
tention, and leave the fame impreflion, as if they all’
knew, that they fhould hear his voice no more. «

4. What farther awakened Paul’s anxiety for the
Ephefians, was the peculiar danger which attended
them. ¢ I know that after my departure fhall
grievous wolves enter in among you, not {paring
the flock ; yea, alfo of your own felves fhall' men
arife, ipeaking ;erverfe things to draw away difci-
ples after them.” L

It appears from Paul’s writings, that there were,
in his time, many corrupt teachers and evil work-
ers, who, under the vain pretext of f{uperior
knowledge and fanétity, were affiducus to make
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divifions in the church of Chrifi. Thefe he éalls
“ grievous wolves.”” He knew, from their paft, .
what would be their future condut—that, when a -
gap was opened by his final departure, they would
enter into the fold to make a prey of the flock. Yea
he fays ¢ from among yourfelves fhall men arife”” to
co-operate with thefe evil workers. Saint John,
{peaking of falfe teachers, fays, « They call thema
{gleve's apoftles, and are not, but do lie.”” The apof-
tles were fent forth to form churches from among
the heathens. In execution of their commifiion,
they went from placz to place, preaching the gof-
pel, planting churches and ordaining paftors over
them. Thefe deceitful workers aflumed to be a-
poftles too! and under pretence of apoftolic exam-
ple, they went from church to church to make di-
vifions in them, and gain profelytes from them to
their own fe@t. But John fays, their pretenfions:
were falfe ; they were not apoftles, but liars. - The
churches had paftors of their own ; and no man had
a divine commiffion to make profelytes from the

‘church to afe@, as the apofiles had to make con-
- verts from heathenifm to the church. o

Saint Paul, forefeeing, what advantage fome

~ would take of his departure fromh Ephefus, and

what dangers would arife to the Chriftians there
from the arts of defigning men gave them this faith.
ful and‘{feafonable warning ; and it had a happy ef-
fe@t. John writing fome years aftet to the elder of
this fame church, thus commends him, ¢ I know
thy works, and how thou canft not bear them who
are evil, and haft tried them who fay, they are apofa
tles, and are not, and haft found them liars ; thou
Raft laboured for my name’s fake, and haft not faint-
ed.” | . | -
" "Having fhewn the particular reafons of Paul’s
concern for -the chgiftians in Ephefus, we: will,
" IL Confider what is implied in “ his commending
them to Gogl, and to the word of his grace.”

[
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1. This ﬁcxﬁpofps, 3 faith in God’s promife tg
preferve his church in times of danger, and prayer
grounded on this promife. |

~ There are, in relation to the general church, pro-
mifes of divine care, which each particular church
may apply for her encouragement. And there are
alfo promifes made to ga,rtic'zglar churches, that while
they keep the word of God’s patience, he will keep
them from the hour of temptation, which fhall
come on the world. | ~

" Every church is dependent on God’s previdence to
preferve her from outward trigls; t0. fecure her
from internal diforders ; to continue her in the en-
joyment of her religious privileges; to give her 2
fucceffion of faithful minifters.; and to fruftrate the
defigns of her open, and, fecret enemies. |

~ She'is. dependent dn God’s grace to accompany the
~ meaps of religlon, and to.render them fuccefsful
in the edification of her prefent members and in
the addition of new members. |

The faithful minifter, realizing his fpeedy depar-

ture from_the people of his charge, and feeling a
deep concern; ‘that ‘theix- {piritual profperity. may
continue, after his labors among them fhall have
ceafed, commends them to God in fervent prayer,
hoping, that through the care of his providence,
and, the influence of his grace, they will be defend-

-~ .

ed from cvil, preferved in peace, and, built up in the

Eith and order of the goipel.
~_Our divine Lord, when lfe was,on earth gave him.-
{elf much to prayer. In his petitions his difciples,
often had a thare. When -the time of his depart-
ure drew near, his interceffions for them were more,
frequent and importunate.  Paulimitated his maft-
ér's example. For the churches, to which he min-
iffered, he prayed much while he was prefent with
them, and more when he was abfent from them ;
and ftill more, when he had mo expecation of . re.
turning to them. In his letters hig told them, how,
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sffe@tionately he renrentbered therm and howr cais
flantly he thade mention of themf at the théont of

God.  The laft a& of oirr Saviosr, before his af
cenfion, was commi_ttill;fgt his difciples to God’s %’a-
cious keeping. ¢ He lifted up his harids and’ brefl-
ed them and ds lie blefled them, he was parted
from thems The laft a& of the apofife, before he
. departed from tlie brethiren at Miletus, was Kntel-
mg down an‘d'grayihg' with them 4> .

7. When Paul fald to thefe brethrer, ¢ I' cotirtie. id
you to-God,” he exhorted them to eotrimenid Heni-
[flves to God.  Theré could" be so_réafor, why lié
fhiould pray for tHens, but what was alft’ a' redfoty;
why they fliould pray fors themielves. Whet, 2¢
tlie hiour of partitig; he prayed for them, he priys

%?;.im alone, but wirh rhen all ; they all j'oiﬂ_'cd‘w‘itl{
- A people whic expe@, that their miinifter’ i
foon be taken from them, ouglhit feribafly t¢ réafizé
the dangers attendant on a vagancy ; aid deeply
imprefled with a fenfé of tﬁéfe'dan’g‘e"fs; to conmmit
themfelves to the care, guidafice and ‘proteion of
Gad. | |

3. Pdul Kere wittis them, that they weré not to
expet God’s care ror thein, and grace toward. thei,

v

as a church, unles they retained the inftitiite
miniftry of the-word; and faithfully atténded upon
it. o
By commending them to’ God’s word, he exhors
ted them to bave Gods word. How would: the
word be able to-keep thiem, unlefs they were fAith-
ful to keep that ? 'What'could the word do forthem;
if they put it from them, and ‘would ‘neithér pro-
vide for its’ being preached to them, ',I_ibfiﬂ'héé‘tfi‘é
when it wis preached ? Thus they would’ judge
themfelves unworthy of eternallife. )

My hearers ; here is the plain advice, yea, the
moft pointed in(jun‘&ion of ‘an infpired apofile; to
every Chriftim fociety, to maintain the miniftry of

.
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the word among them ; to feck the reiettlement
of it, whenever it is difcontinued ; and diligently
¢o attend upon it, while they enjoy .

This leads us to the | . |

Illd. branch of our fubject, which flates the
Benefits refulting from the word of God’s gracc.
¢ This is able to build you up, and to give you an
inheritance among all them, who are fandified.”

The word is able—how it is able, the apoftle here
intimates ; It.is the word of God’s grace ; and eHe-
were more fully exprefles ; it is mighty through God.
It is God, who, by the concurring influence of his
grace, makes the faithful preaching of the word
quick and powerful to recover finners from their
{piritual death, and to ’rengthen faintsin the du-
ties of a holy iife. ¢ We are not fuflicient of our-
felves to think any thing as of ourfelves, but our
fufficiercy is of God, who-alone can make us able
minifters of the New Teftament.”
.. The word, though mighty through God, is not
always effeGtual to the converfion of finners. ¢ To
fome it 1s a favour of life unto life ; to {foinea fav- -
- our of death unto death.”” "There are thofe, who,
when they have heard the word, put it far from
them, anczj refift the fpirit of grace which ftrives
with them:. Hence thefe cautions andexhortations,
‘¢ quench not the fpirit; defpife not prophcfying.
Lay apart all filthinefs and fuperfluity of raughti-
nefs, and receive with meeknefs the ingrafted word
which is able to fave your fouls.” The word, thus
received, is able through the grace of God to build
youup. It will build particular faints by increafing
their knowledge, purity, zeal and love. It will
build up the church by firengthening the bands of
her fpiritual union, and by adding new members to
her body. Through' the grace “of God anfwering
the prayers of faints, and accompanying the fidelity
of parents, it will form the young to fentiments of
piety, inftill into them the knowledge and love of -

B
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the truth, train them up in the pra&ice of virtue,
and encourage them to join themfelves to the Lord
in a perpetual covenant. The church is cleanfed
and fanétified by the word, that it may become glo-
rious, and be prefented before God without fpot or
wrinkle. Finally ; the word is able to give you an
inberitance. 'What is this inheritance r—It is ¢ an
inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, fading not 3-
way.” Whereis it to be found ?— ¢ It is referved
in heaven.” And what is the condition of 1t and
qualification for it ? It is ¢ an inheritance among
them who are /fanctified.”” ¢ God fan&ifies us by
the truth ; his wordis truth.” In our faithful at.
tendance on this word we are to feek, and mmay
hope to receive that grace, which is fufficient for
us. The gofpel is a miniftration of the fpirit; and
~ wereceive the fpiritin the hearing of faith., .
My brethren ; I have opened to you the import-
ant inftrutions contained in my text. If I have
not misjudged, they are pertinent to the occafion,
an which 1 have invited your attendance in the
houfe of God. .
Yefterday completed the soth year of my minif-
terial relation to you ; and the laft day of Oé&ober
next will complete the feventy-fifth year of my age.
My time of fervice has been, within five years, e-
qual to that of both my predeceflors. . Our relation
muft foon be diffolved. There are in this county
but four minifters, and but three officiating minif-
ters, older than myfelf. Two only are left of thofe
who compofed the council at my ordination. Of
thofe who were then memters of this church, not
one male, and but one female remains among us.
Two others, who have removed from us, are, }
hope, ftill living. Scarcely twenty of thofe who
were then heads.of families are among the living ;
and of thefe I find but twelve within the parifh.
There are but about twenty, as old as myfelfp ; and.
not more than thirty-one, or thirty-two who have
furpaffed feventy years.
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Ten years age, on a panticular occafion, ¥ gave
you a fummary hiftory of the parith from the tie
of its incorporation. Some of the occurrences of
thelaft ten years I thall now relate.

Fhe-number of perfons, who within this time
have died ameng us, is one hundred and feventy-
pine, of whom twenty-feven were from feventy,
twelve from eighty, and four from ninety years
eld' and upward. Fu the laft number were two
Deacons, as eminent for their piety, as they were
venerable for their age ; Atchinfor and White, the
former in his ninety-fecond, and the latter in his
ainety-fifth ycar, at the tiine of their death.

The perfons baptized are one hundred and' nine-

four, of whom fixteen were adults.

"Fhey who have joined our communion, includ-
ing fuch 2s have tzansferred their relation fronr otlt:
et-cHurchies, are eighty. I havea pleafing hope,
thiae féveral othiers will foon be added to our num-
ber.

In the courfe of fifty years, the number of
deaths has exceeded fix hundred and' fifty, whick
18 -mote than the nember of fouls at the commence-
avent: of that period. The baptifims adminiftered to
ehildten, whofe parents were members of thig
cAurch, have been one thoufand and fifteen. Adule
baptifms thitty-feven. And admiffivns to the Lord’s
table there have been-three hundred and feventy.

Withiin- the Iaft ten years the increafe of thie parifh
has not been- more than' three or four familles. The
emigrations: from it have been more numeérous,
than in any preceding period of the fame lengtht.

The year one-thoufand eiglit hundted was dif-
tinguifhed by ficknefs and mortality. There died
in that year fifty perfons; thefe made nearly a
awentieth part of:the: number of {fouls in the parifh,
whiech. was about- one thoufand and' one hundred.
‘We have never known:a mortality equal to this.

Puring the period under revew, you have been
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fo happy as to fee your long controverfy relative tor
the location of a meeting houfe, peaceably termin-
ated by the ere@ion of this houfe in which we are
now aflembled, and in which we have aflembled for

a little. more than four years. |

“Your external circumftances are highly favorable,
Your funds in money and lands are fich ; tie
produce of them will go far towards the mrt
of the miniftry. Your huibandry is Bourifhing,
and your wealth increafing. You enjoy a comfort-
able degree of internal trapquility. You are not
broken into fets. I do not know that there is any

reat diverfity in your religious fentiments. If thexé
Is a diverfity, it is accompanied with {fo much can-

‘dor, charity and diicretion, that it never- has niate-

rially affected your focial harmony. -
Lét brotherly love continue, and be ye perfett«
ly joined together in the fame mind, and in the
{ame judgment. ‘ -
The time is at hand, when the refettlement of
the gofpel miniftry will be an object of your delibe-

 rations. . Let there be no divifions among you. Let

the prudence which, under providence, has hith-
erta led you in the paths of peace, diret all your
fufure ﬁcg)s- | | .

Remember, it is your indifpenfible duty to pro.
vide for the fupply of a minifterial vacancy whenevw
er it fhall occur. Taking good advice, look out 2
man of refpectable talents—of adequite educatien
—of pious charaéter—of evangglical principles, and
of a candid mind—one who will teach the things
which become found dodrine—who will ftudy tEZ
things which make for peace and who will be. &
pattern of good works. o o
" Liberally fupport your minifter, that he may
%ive.r himfelf wholly. to your fervice. Injuftice to
he gofpel will bring leannefs into your fouls.

- Attend on the word preached, and; ﬁve earn¢ﬁ

hced to the things which you hear. equire the

.
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attendance of your children ; thus your minifter
will aflift you ir their education.

~ Follow peace with all men, and be at peace among
yourfelves. ¢ Mark them who caufe divifions and
offences contrary to the dodrine, which ye have
teceived, 21id avoid them ; for they who are fuch
ferve not the Lord Jefus Chrut, but their own luft,
and with good words and fair {fpeeches deceive the
hearts of the fimple.”” If there be any, who un-
der pretence, that there can be no church without
a conformity -to their difcriminaiing fpeculations
and ceremonies, exclude you from their commu-
nion until you will come over to their fect and will
adopt their peculiarities, and who thus endeavor
to make divifions among you and draw away difci-
ples after them ; thefe are the very perfons, whom
the apoftle chargCa you to mark and avoid. To
caufe divifions is there obje@. From them the dan-
ger 1s greater, becaufe they act under religious
pretenfions. By fair {fpeeches they beguile the fim-
ple. '

- Maintain an accommodating {pirit. Heavenly
wifdom is pure, but peaceable, gentle and eafy to
be entreated. In focial tranfactions there will often
be difference of opinion ; there will confequently
be need of candor and condefcention. No man
fhould a& in oppofition to his brcthren, where the
matter in que{hon is lefs important than the peace
of {ociety.

In choofing a niinifter, regard cffential qualifica-
tions. If the general choice fall on a man poflefled
of thefe, all ought toacquiefce, though fome {mal-
ler accomplifhments may {eem to “be wanting.
This is agreeable to Paul’s advice to the Corinthi-
ans, when he heard that there were divifions among
them ; and one faid, I am of Paul ; and another I
am of Apollos. Ina word ; let the fpirit of the
gofpel reign in all your hearts ; and peace will ac-
company all your tranfactions. Humility, meck
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mefs, condefcention and love are prominent traits
in the chriftian character.

The peace and ediﬁcation of this fociety will be
much promoted by the wife and cxe mplan conver-
{ation of the profe¢ffed members of the church.

Be ye, therefore, my brethren like minded one
toward another ; love as brethren, bepitiful be cour-
teous ; attend on all divine mftltauons with dili-
gence ; let your fpeech be always wiih grace ; mun-
ifeft a rational and fteady zeal for the i intereft of re-
ligion ; exhibit its virtues in all your relations ;
thus it will appear that God is among you of a
truth and many will take hold of your {kirts, and
fay, ¢ We aifo will go with you.”

I folemaly call upon all who believe the truth
and feel the importance of the gofpel, but have not
openly profefled it, to come forward without fur-
ther delay, and join themf{elves to Chrift’s church,
take a feat at his table, and honor him before all
men. Live no longer in the neglect of a duty,which
he has exprefsly injoined on you. Remember alfo
that every one who nameth the name of Christ, is
‘required to depart from iniquity. All are bound
to confefs Chrift’s name, and to eat and drink in
his prefence ; but know, that this will avail you
nothing, unlefs you obey him as your Lord, and
do the things which he fays.

Ye youths ; hereafter 1{hall not talk much with
you. Recolle¢t what I have heretofore fpoken, and
receive what I fpeak now. I charge you before
God and the Lord Jefus Chrift, that you attend to
the concerns of your immortal fouls ; that you ac-
quaint yourfelves with God, and be reconciled to
him ; that you forfake the foolith and live, and go
in the way of underftanding; that you devote
yourfelves to God in the profeflion and practice of
religion ; and that you encourage one another in
the v ways of wildom and piety. “Entice not others

to evil, nor confent when others would entice you 5
C



( 18))

but-confider one another to provoke unto love and
good works. Let this be your mutual advice ;
¢ Come and let us go up to the houfe of the Lord,
for he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk
in his paths.” The continuance of the church will
greatly depend on you. Your fathers are {foon to
depart ; their feats at Chnift’s table are emptying
from year to year, and will all foon be empty.
‘Chrift expelts that you will come and fill them.
Your parents have communicated his religion to
you ; takeit, carry it with you through life, and
hand it over to the next generation. Sacred is the
depofit in your hands ; {folemn is your charge, If
this depofit thould be loft with you, what account
will you be able to render ? The fervant who hid
his talent could fay, ¢ Here thou haft that is thine.”
‘What will you fay, if the talent itfelf be loft ¢ The
fervant, who had been guilty of negleé?, was con-
figned to utter darknefs. If you fhall be found
guilty of wafle, how great will be your darknefs ?
My aged brethren and friends ; for many years
we have dwelt together in unity ; and we have
found how good and how pleafant it is. We are
foon to part, and to fee each othePs faces no more.
Let as remember one another in our prayers ; and
according to our time and ftrength be fellowwork-
ers to the kingdom of God. If any of you have
negle@ted to come to Chrift’s table, I nowaffection-
ately intreat you to pay this honor to him and his
religion on earth, before you go to abide with him
in heaven. - s
- Ye heads of families ; bring up your childrenin
the nurture and admonition of the Lord; majn-
tain God’s worthip in your houfes ; walk in a per-
fe&t way ; allow no evil thing in your dwellings ;
let nothing be heard from your lips, or feen in your
condué& which fhall tempt your children to. think
lightly of religion, or to fufpett that you think
Jightly of it yourfelves. Shun the places of vain
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amufement 4n§ diffipated plegfure ; and let the

hours of recefsgrom the bufy cares of life be facred
to mental impfovement and domeftic inftruction
and devotion. Anticipate the day, when you and
‘your houfeholds muft appear before the Lord Jefus
at his coming ; may you and they appear with mu- .

tual congratulation, and with exceeding jay. |

That at the clofe of the soth, year of my minifx
try, Ifhould meet you in the Houfe of God, and
impart a, word of advice, was agreeable to my own
feelings, and confonant to your wifhes.

But to what purpofe is advice, if it be forgotten

and difregarded ? If the things which have been
fpoken are words of truth and fobernefs, allome me-
to believe, they will leave on your minds a’deep
impreflion—allow me to hope, that from this day’s
folemnity fome happy effetts will follow—allow me
to expect, that there willbean increzfed attention
to religion among the youth—that there will be or-
der and devotion in all your houfes—that there will
be a general attendance on the worfhip of God’s
houfe—that from among perfons of il ages there
will be additions to the church. We hear of great -
“attention to religion, and of an increafe of the
number of profeflors in the towns araund us. Pray
for the effufions of divine grace amomg us. That
your prayers may be heard you muft apply the
means of grace. Itis vain to expe@, that prayers
for the attainment of any object will avail, while the
means relative to that objeét are neglected. God
grants his fpirit in the hearing of faith.
- To fee religion prevailing, the church increafing:
and the gofpel golng forth with power, and with
the Holy Ghoft and with much afluranee, would
be a pleafing fpetacle. It would enliven our facred
pleafures, a%dp brighten )it heavenly profpects.

My friends 3 If 1 fhould fpeak to-you again, yet
probably I {hall never fpeak on an occafion fo im-
preflive as the prefent. 1 thergfpre, before I leave
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this place, renewilind @rge.my Qqheﬁ that thie
things which have been fpoken, @y be rcllgxousfy
regarded. |
“Shail I fufpend my difcourfe for a moment to
hear from your lips, what you are fpeaking in your
hearts *—Your inward language, methinks; is the
: .aanel of ifrael to the farewell advice of aged Joth-
-“THE LORD ouR GOD WE WILL SERVE ; HIS
g voxcz WE WILL OBEY ; GOD FORBID, THAT WE
SHOULD FORSAKE HIM. [ reply in Jothua’s words.
e are witnefes againf yourfelves, that ye have cbgén
the Lord to ferve him. Methinks I hi¥ar you rejoin,

“WE ARE WITNESSES.

Hy brethren ; accept my thanks for all that at.
‘tention, candor and kindnefs, which I have expe-
Jienced froaryou in the courfe of my miniftry. T
“eel a f'og?encc, that your friendly dlfpoﬁtlons
‘toward. me will not ceafc in' my declining age. De-
fe@ts and errors proceeding from infirmity, yeur
goodnefs will excufe. Ihope you will fee-none
“which progged from a heart unfeeling $o religion,
-~ or unfriendly to you. Ifhall probably leave chil-
“dren- and defcendants among you. I hope, they
- 'may be peaceable and ufeful members of your foci. -

cety. If any of them fhould fall into adverfity, or
if an_aged’companion fhould furvive, opprefled
‘with mf?rmﬁy, I truft, your attention and prayers
will not ceafe ; but you will fhew k&nefs to ‘the
‘dead and to the living.

Brethren, I commend you to Goa and to the
word of his grace. Be perfeft ; be of good com-
«fort ; be of ‘one mind; livedn peace ; : and the God

of pcacc and love be with _you.





