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INTRODUCTION,

HAT growing difregard to the glorious Gofpel of
T the blefled God, which appears every where among
the prefent Profeffors of chriftianity, cannot but
deeply affelt every one who knows the excellency of this
worderful revelation of divine mercy.

For the fake of a chriftian name, multitudes claim the -
privilege of baptifm ; but very few confider what is-im-
plied in the chriftian profeffion. The greater part con-
tent themfelves with vague {uperficial notions of religion,
and are formal and fuperftitious, or carelefs and licenti-
ous. Numbers live in the negle@t of the duties of prie
vate devotion, and fhew much indifference to public
worfhip : though they call themiclves chriftians, they
walk according to the courfe of this world, thew little
refpect to the plaineft commands of the Gofpel, and hold
no communion with Chrift and his Church in the Lord’s
fupper ; or prophanely proftitute that diltinguithing
pledge and feal of our holy profeffion to fecular views.
And even among thofe who afflume more of the chriftian
charatter, the fpirit and power of godiinels give place
too far to the form ; and becaufe mniquity abounds, the
love of many waxes cold. The churches are divided,
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and fubdivided, under various modes and party names
and ‘while they glory in men, and worldly diftinctions,
they are betrayed into ungty contentions ;- and often for-
get the moft eflential principles of chriftianity, efpecially
that fundamental law of Chrit—zhat bis difciples muft love
ong gnother.  We rargly lce brethren of the fame chureh
-+ {o firmly umted as they ought to be in faith and charity,
- or fufficiently mindful of the great ends of chriftian fel-
lowlhip. They are too neghgent of mutual watchfulnefs
and brotherly admonition, and too eafily give way to
fulpicions and feciet grudges,.envy and firfe 3 and thos
the peace and order of the church is frequently difturbed,
and evangelical difciplipe gradually abates, And when
profeflors are departing from the faith and obedience of the
gofpel, not receiving the love of the truth, but having
pleafure in uvorightcoulnels, the Spirit of falfehood takes
advaniage of the times, drefles up religion in new thapes,
deludes ‘men with fables, and abfurdities, and 1n{pires
them with wrath and hatred vnder the cover of zeal for
God + the confequence of *which is, a more general a-
poltacy from the faith, and grofler corruption of morals.

" WaaTever variety of caufes may have concurred ta
fink the churches into the prefent low ftate, all may be
fum’d vp in this one general caple, vize—7bat chriffians
bave turned away their attention [rom the plain defrines and
precepis of the gofpel, as they were at firfp preached, in their
genuine fimplicity, by Tefus Corifp and . bis Apofiles.  There-
fore they who delire to fee chriftianity recovering 1Us
primitive appearance and power, muft wifh that profefiors
may be reminded of the words of our Lord Fefus Chrifs,
and led more ferioufly and clofely to attend to thofe doct-
rines of the golpel which conttitute 2he faith. of all be-
lievers, and thole precepts of godlinefs” which are the
rules of their obedience.  In order to this, every chriftian,
in his proper {phere, may lend {ome affittance 3 and every
method which hath a tendency to promote the knowlege

“and pradtice of primitive chriftianity, may be of fome
advantage to the Church, -

THis
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Tris is the defign of the following Summary ; which
claims no farther régard than as it may be fubfervient to
this valuable purpofe. If Chrift and his Apoftles have
delivered to us a compleat Syflem of divine trath, this fame
Syftem ought to {tand -as clear as poffible 1n every chri-
ftian’s mind, that he may be firmly eftablithed in the
belief of it. In order to this chriftians muft .fee with
their own eyes, view the {criptures in their original fim-
plicity,-obferve the mutual connexion of the doltrines
revealed, attend efpecially to thofe which diffinguifh the
gofpel from all other {chemes of religion, and believe only -
upon full conviction of the truth, He that hath colleéted
no cerdain principles of religion from the holy fcriptures,
muft be fuppofed hitherto to have read them without
underftanding, and may properly be faid to believe nothing ;
and he who bath formed bis notions of religion merely
upon human writings, believes men, and not Ged. Yet
chriftians need fome affiltance in gaining a clear and per-
fet view of the Gofpel ; and this is the proper defign
and ufe of all preaching and writing upon the icriptures.
Therefore, (whatever may juftly be objected apainft hu-
man creeds and confeflions, when fet up as ftandards of
faith in competition with the fcriptures) {o far as any com-
pendium of religion only ferves to lead chriftians,efpecially
fuch as are but babes in Chrift, to a better acquaintance
with the oracles of God, it may be admitted upon an
equal footing with all other human wiltings, and efcape
the feverity of fuch a cenfure.

Trne Writer of thefe theets defires no more + his aim
is only to remind chriftians of what they have learned from
the word of God, and lend fome affiftance to thofe who
defire to fix their thoughts upon the moft important in-
ftructions of the Gofpel. His earneft with that all chri-
ftians may confider their declenfions, and repent, and be
more united in the acknowlegement of Chnift, the obedi-
ence of faith, and the hope of eternal life, by recolle@ing
the main dorines of the new Teftament, is all his
apology for attempting fuch a general view of the chri-

) ftian
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fiiap religion. He istoo fenfible of the obfcurity of hig
name, and how largely he fhares in human imperfetions,
10 have the leaft thought of impofing his own views of
the gofpel upon any, by dogmatical affertions. Yet, as
he endeavors to fpeak as much as poffible in the very
Ianguage of the Scriptures, and hath fincerely aim’d to
reprefent every truth in the moft fimple manner, accord-
ing to'the divine Oracles, he cannot but entertain fome
confidence, that he exprefles the fentiments of the gene-
rality of chriftians who have read the new Teftament with
care, as well as his own. What he now offers to the
public was indeed primarily intended for the particular
benefit of his own flock 3 but his fatusfaction will be in-
creafed if it may be more extenfively ufeful,

- Ir any thing effential to chriftian faith and pralice is
omitted in this Summary, the Writer will accept 1t as a
great kindnefs, if fome friendly band . will correct the
madvertence. But it will give him no concern to be
charged with negleCting any thing which depends merely
upon the authority of human {chemes, or the peculiarities
of a party. On the contrary, it will afford him no fmall
fatisfation to find he hath kept all doubtful queftions and
frifes of words out of view, and faid none other things
than Chrilt and his Apottles have plainly delivered : .nor
will he be wholly difappointed in hjs aim, if only fome of
the weakeft chniftians fhould be taught, by this brief ac-
count of chriftianity, what are the firft principles of the
Oracles of God.

sfoctocosdostioriectioiostoalecto staortesfostoodfoatosiodtocooioatosiore
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A Summary of Chriftian Faith
and Pra&ice.

PART L

CONTAINING

The Capital Articles of Chriftian Faith,
ejsofoojoosioofocioslivafofudfosfosiodfoniocoofoofiofostontk

There 18 one
A R T. Il Gud:, thﬂC}'ﬁ-

ator of ail
Of GOD. . - things,

SO ETERE, is one God and Father of Eph. 4. 6.
Sode. sl all, who is above all, and thro’
2| T | ¢& all,and in all, whofe name alone Exod. 6, 2,3.
$ush__Sbdd is JEmOVAH, the Almighty and Plal. 83. 18,
SeSpSbILIR Everlafiing God,  He is the liv- Gen. 17. 1,
ing and true God, and befides him there is Ifa. 44. 6.
no other. He made Heaven and Earth, men 1 Cor. 8.5,6.
and all creatures, and he preferveth them all. Neh. g. 6.
The heavens declare his glory to all mankind,
by thewing them, from day to day, and from pp, 14, 4,
night to night, the wonderful works of his z, 3.
hands : for the invifible things of God from
the creation of the world are prefented clearly Rom
to view, being notified to every attentive ob- ,,
ferver by the things which are made, even his
eternal power and Godhead, But God hath
more perfe@tly revealed himfelf to man by his Pfal. 147,19,
Word, which affures us that He 75, and that 2©
f& is & rewarder of them that diligently feck Heb, 11,6,
it

T o ol

\ Gop

1. 20y
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naturepofGnd [ 81 S
{;’:l;_"f; 22_49" .Gon 18 a‘Spirit,'invi_@l?le, Fternal, and _i_nﬁ.-.‘
A@. 17. 23, Dite 5 the Father of Spirits, in whom we live,
—20), and move, and have our Being. He continu.
Plal. go. 2. eth the fame from everlafting to everlafting,
i';d 102:26, 414 with him is no variablenefs or fhadow of
Jam. 1. y7. turning. To him all perfection of nature and
bleflcdnels muft be afcribed 3 and we muft
worfhip him in fpirit and in truth, as that
‘glorious Being “who giveth unto %ll, “life, and

breath, and all things.
God is fue

preme Lord

el He alone, who at ﬁl;ft cfeated, upholds all

things by the word of . his power, and main-
Pil.93 1—4. tains an univerfal government over all the
66 7. works of his hands as their fupreme Lord,
Dan. 4. 34, He ruleth by bis power forever, and doth ac-
35- cording to his Will in the army of heaven, and
Ifa. g0. 12— among the inhabitants of the earth, and is ac-
14 countable 10 none of his creatures for any of
Job 3313 hig proceedings. With equal eafe he diredts
Jer- 32- 27+ and governs the greateft things, and the leaft ;
Ifa. 40. 26.  pumbers and orders the hairs of our heads or
Pfal.147.4--9 the ftars of heaven ; takes care of nations, or
Matt.6. 26— of the ravens, {parrows, and lilies of the field ;
30.10.29, 30. and overrules the moflt minute events of the

Ifa. 44. 7. prefent time, and of all ages yet to come.
He is the King eternal, immortal, invifible, the

1 Tim. 1. 17. only wife God : the blefled and only Poten-

6. 15, 16. " rare, King of Kings, and Lord of Lords ; who
only hath immortality, effentially in himfelf,
dwelling in the light which no man can ap-
proach unto ; whom no man hath feen or can
fee ; to whom be honor and power everlafi-
ing. Amen.,

Ef}}fnfff,’;‘fi_ Gop is every where prefent. His Being is

mited. unlimited. The heaven of heavens cannot

1Kings 8.27, contain him. He is a God at hand, and afar

Jer. 25, 23, Off 5 for he fills heaven and earth, “He furs

-
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ounds us on every fide, and “we cannot ‘g0 Plalirgg. 1=
fom his prefence or.flee from his- Spirit : he 1%
compaffeth our path-and our lying down, and
is acquainted with all our ways. There 18 no Job 354. 21,
darknefs, nor deep retirement, where the wick- 22. -
ed can hide themfelves from God. L
S _, The infinite
[xriniTE Knowlege, Wifdom, and Power be- g;f::r“;faé‘:d ;
long to God. He knowsall his worksfrom the ag. 15, 8.
beginning of theworld.  His underftanding is pgy, 149, ¢,
infinite, comprehending all taings, whether
paft, prefent, or future. Nothing can efcape lfa. 46. 10,
his notice 3 for his eyes are in every place, Prov. 15. 3.
beholding the evil and the good 5 he looketh Job 28, 24,
anto the ends of the earth, and feeth under
he whole heaven ; he fearcheth our bearts, Jer 17. 9,10.
.nd underftandeth our thoughts afar off : Nei- pil, 139, 2.
ther is there any creature which 1s not manifelt g, .t
in his fight ; but all things are naked and | 3'.
opened unto his view, Wifdom and Might pan. 5. 0.
are his, and from him, as the fountain, all the 21, 22,
wifdom, knowlege, and power of angels and
men are derived. - He is the great, the mighty Jer. 32. 17—
God, the Lord of Hofs 3 great in counfel; '9-
and mighty in'work. His counfel (hall ftand, Ifa. 46. 10,

and he will perform all his pleafure, for With Gen, 18, 14;
him nothing is hard or impoffible, All his pp0 10 6
. . » . r . 9.2‘ L
works manifeft his infinite Wifdom and al--
mighty Power ; and it becomes all creatures Prov. 3. 19,
to fubmit to his Will, for all his ways are right.
His Wildom is unfathomable by any finite Matt. 6. 10,
underftandings ; he cannot ‘be inftructed by Hof. 14. 9.
his creatures 5 nor does he ftand in need of Rom. 11,
any thing from them ; for of him, and thro? 3330
him, and to him are all things, to whom be
glory forever.
- - God is eflen=
. Gop is effentially holy ; free from every tially holy.
moral blemifh and impurity, and irreconcile- Pal. 5. 4, .
) ifh, ) S 4 §
' ‘ l g,b!c 22+ 3o
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Jam.113,54. able fo all wickednefs. It is not poffible that
God fhould be tempted with évil ; neithet
can he tempt or encourage any man to fip,

: “or take pleafure in the workers of iniquity,

1. 6.3, Angels and Saiats in heaven proclaim the

Rev.1g. 3,4. glory of God, as exalted in holinefs, and wor-
thy of all honor, becaule He only is boly, whe

All moral per 75 the Lord God almighty. | 3

feGionsareto

:’: Quributed  Jystice, Goodnefs, Trath, Mercy, and e
* very other moral Perfection, are to be attri-

Matt. 5. 48 buted to the divine Nature. God’s Throne is
Plal, 89. 14, founded on Jultice and Judgment, and as
Gen. 18. 25, Judge of all the caith he can do nothing but
Pfal. 145. 57, What i1s right, He is righteous in all his ways,
and holy in all his works § and all creatures

Deut. 32, 4. are governed by Laws fuited to their refpe@s
ive .natures, Laws which are perfeltly wife,

Pfal. 145 g. Juft, and good. Heis good unto all, and his
Al 14. 17. fcnder mercies are over all his worl{_s + and he
is giving continual teftimonies of his goodnefs
and patience towards ungratéful and finful
Deut.- 7. 9. men. He is the faithful God, who cannot lie,
Num. 23.19. buc will perform his word, fo that neithet his
Pal. 143, 2, Promifes nor threatnings thall fail. - When he
entérs into judgment, he will not acquit the

Nah, 1. 3. wicked : But he is long-fuffering, not willing
2 Pet. 3. o, that any thould perith ; and he defers the ex
ecution of his thréatnings, that by his goodnefs

Rom. 2. 3, 4. and forbearance men may be led to repentance.
Ifa. 13, 11, Though he hath determinéd to punifh the
| ~ world for the evil which is in ity and the Wicked
Exod. 34. 6, for their iniquity 5 yet God is -metciful arid
Mark 1. 3 gracious, rich in benignity unto all. that call
20. 3+ 2% ypon him, ready to pardon ali fianner of fins;
AG: 3. 1o, according to that fpecial covenadt, confirmed
"2" """ by his cath, in which he hath promiled to fave
Heb.6.17,18. all who truft in that woriderful mefcy -aban-

danily made known in the Gofpel,

Matt, 5 4§,

THESE
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God 15 In.

" Tuese are fome of the glorious .characters
of God by which he hath revealed himfelf to ¢, ?re}leﬂﬁ‘
man.  But'how fmall a portion is heard and
known of him | Who can by fearching find out Job 26. 14,
the Almighty unto perfedion: The knowlege J ob 11.7,8,g,
of God is ‘'wonderful ! of boundlefs extent.! pfal, 139, 6,
The mind of man can never trace it through
it's everfpreading dimenfions. But from the
holy Scriptures we may gain all that knowlege
of the naturé and glorious ‘attributes of God, -
which is neceffary- to lead us to the enjoymen:

of confummate happinefs in him,
- ArT lL
- Of the holy Scriptures,

HE holy Scriptures of the old and new
Teftament, as contained 1n our Bibles

commonly ufed, and which are acknowleged
by Proteftants to be canonical, all chriftians are
to receive with the higheft reverence as the
Worp of Tt Living Gop. They were 1 Theff.z.13,
written by holy Men of God, as they were 2Pet1.20,21.
moved by the holy Ghoft : And being given , Tim. 3.
by divine tnfptration, they are to be regarded , Em 17
as the only Rule of Faith and Praclice, by
which all doftrines muft be tried, and our
whole conduét in matters of religion governed.
For whatever variety is found in thofe {acred
books, they are all adapted to our improve.
ment in knowlege and holinefs, being profi-
table for doétrine, for reproof, for correction,
and for inftrufion in righteoufnefs 5 that the
man of God -may be perfed, thoroughiy tur-
nithed unto all good works 5 and they are able
to make us wile unte falvation, through faith
in Chrift jefus. S |
. B 2 - More
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More efpecially, The Gofpel of Fefus Chrif,

contained in the writings of the new Tefta-
ment, 15 the laft, the cleareft, and moft com-
plete revelation of the Will of : God for_the
- - eternal falvation of finful men 3 -{o that we are
neither to expect, nor defire, any farther reve.

‘lation from heaven to guide us to everlafting
lite,

Heb. 1. 1. .. Gop, who at fundry times, and in divers
~manners {pake unto the Fathers by the Pro.

phets, hath in thefe lalt days fpoken unto us

Eph.1. 7,8,9. by his Son ; by whom he hath made known
the abundant nches of his wildom and mercy

in the redemption of the world. This reve-

lation of his Will 1s. emphatically galled—7%

Luk. 2.10, Gafpel— ; becaile it brings good news from
- ‘heaven to miferable men, and opens the whole
myfterious method in which God is, ia Chrift,

2 Cor. 5.18, reconciling the world vunto himfelf, not impu.
19: “ting unto men their trefpaffes. It contains 2
faithful account of the Perfon, doftrines, mi.

o racles, crucifixion, refurretion, and glory of
1 Tim. 1. 15, the Son of God, who came into the world to
16. fave finners; and infiru@s us in all things

A&, 11, 14. neceffary for our fulvation by him,

Ar T L

Of Jefus Chrift the Savior of the World.

Th= diftin-
guithing faith § ESUS of Nazareth, who was crucified by
of chriftians. the wicked hands of the Jews as an Im-

Joh. 1741, Poltor and Blafphemer, was the very Meffiah

45 promifed under the old Teftament, pointed out
Luk. 1. 65— by all the Prophets as the Savior of Ifrael, and
75+ earneftly expected by the people of God.

Therefore, the diffinguifbing Faith which all
cariftians profefs, may be thus generally ex-
. - prefled,
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prefied, vize—JEsus oF NAZARETH IS THE 1 Joh. 5. %
CyrisT, THE SoN oF THE Living Gob;
bo came into the world to fave finners, and was VAt 16,16,
delivered up to be crucified for our offences and Rom. 4. 25,
raifed again for our jufitfication.. : .

| | Jefus is the

Tue charatter of the Chrift is given to Jefus, Chrif

becaule he is eminentlyGod’s anointed, {uftain- Pfal, 89.1g—s
ing thofe three high offices ofa Prophet, Prieft, 37+

' )

and King, to which men were anointed for the

(ervice of the church and kingdom of God un-

der the ofd Teftament, 1Inthe Perfon of Jefus

Chrift all thefe offices are now united ; and he

performs every. thing implied in them, for the

benefit of his church under the new covenant.

Being the Son.of God, as well as the Son of man, 1. 61. ¥
and having been anointed of God with the holy Aa. 10. 8.
Ghott, and with power,. JefusChrift is perfectly Pfal. 2. 2.
qualified for the faithful difcharge of all thele Coloff. 1. 19,
offices, and_ without the leaft failure accom- 20
plitheth every thing belonging to them, ac- '
cording to his Father’s Will : fo that the people Joh. 8. 20
of God, committed to his care, may depend

wholly on him for wifdom, righteoufnefs, fancti- ! Car. 1. 30,
fcation, and redemption, and obrain all the 3"
bleflings of grace. and glory by bim, as the Eph. 1. 3.
only Mediator betwixt God and man, and the { Tim, 2,¢,6.
complete Head.and Savior of all that truft in |

him, -~ -

ArtrovcH we cannot form adequate Ideag Jefus 1s the
of the full import of this diftinguithing cha- Son of God;
ra@er of Jefus Chrift, that He is the Son of
God, for no man knoweth the Son, but the
Father ; yet God hath declared him to be &is
Sorz by repeated teftimonies from heaven, and Matt. 3. 17,
that in fuch a peculiar fenfe, as implies the '7*3°
neareft relation to, and moft intimate union
with the Father. No other Beings, whether

men
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-~ men ot angels, are called t4e Sons-of God in thia

. Tame emphatical manner : for to which of the

Pfal. 2. 7. angels faid he, at any time, thon art my Son

Hebo't 44 5. fhis day bave I begotten thee 7+ He is the only

Joh. 1. 18, pegotten Som, which 1s in the Bofom of the

| Father, who hath made known that God whom
no’ map hath feen at any time, or can fee,

CyrisTis called the Son of God, on account
Luk. 1. 30— of his miraculous conception by the power of
35 the Holy Ghoft, in the Virgib Mary’s womb ;
Rom. 1.4 and alfo becaufe God railed him from the
dead, and exalted him to his throne in the

Rev. 1. 5. higheft heavens..” But' thefe 'were only ful.
. quent declarations of his filial relation to God,
" and that with more immediate refpet to- his

Joh i ?;-5;!.-" humanity : for he had the fame -honor and

| glory with the Father, as his"Sor, before the
Mark 12, 6. world was, and was f{ent by him, under this
Col. 1.1¢,17. charater, into the world. He'“is' before- all

things § the image of the-invifible God ; the

"+ firlt bory of every creaturey © ¢

Heb. 1.2, 3. As his 8on, God hath-dppointed him beir of

all things ; by whom alfo he made the worlds ;

_ and by whom he upholds:-and goveris -all

Matt, 11. 27. things, No man knoweth’ the Tather, fave

the Son, and ‘he ‘to whomfeever the Son will

Joh. 10.30— reveal him, The Father dwelleth in him;‘and

33- . . hein the Father. He is the brightnefs of the

Heb, 1. 3.  Father’s glory, and the exprefs'image of his

Perfon 3 fo thar the Fathier-dand the Son ate

one, by dn intimate incomprehienfible wnion,

Joh. ¢.19,20. 3nd whatfoever things the Father doth, thele
allo doth the Son likewife, -~ -

Tur Son of God hath every divine character
afcribed -to hum in the holy {eriptures. As

God manifefts himfelf by his word and werk\*ﬁ
o - - 1
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all that is known of him, in both thefe ways,

is known only as he declares himfelf iz and oy

bis Soms  Jefus Chrift is named the Worp oF

Gop : for he is that glorious Perfon by whom Rev. 19. 13.
God fpeaks, dnd manifcfts all his wildom and 1 Cor. 1. 244
power 3 whofe voice was heard when the world

was made 3 who then {pake, and 1t was done ;

who commanded, and it ftood faft, This Joh. 1, 1—j.
Word was in the beginning with God, and was ‘
God. By himall things were made, and with-

out him was not any thing made which was

made. He created all things that are in hea- Col. 1. 18,
ven, and that are in earth, vilible and invifible ; 17 ‘
whether they be thrones, or domtnions, or
principalities, or powers, all things were made

by him and for him; and he 1s defore all

things, and by him all things conlift, and are

upheld, He is the #7ue God 5 in.whom all the 1 Joh. 5. 20,
charaters of God are moft exprefly revealed

and rendered confpicuous 3 to whom divine Heb. 1. 3. -
worfhip i1s to be paid by men and angcis, ac- Rev.g.12,13,
cording to that command~—And let all 1he Heb. 1. 6.
Angels of God worfbip bim. His name, accord- “
ing to Ifaiali’s remarkable prophecy, is, #on- - 9.6, 7.
derful, Counfellor, the mighty God, the everlafiing |
Fathes, the Prince of peace : for all that is faid

of Jehovah in the old Teftament, is {poket of o
God as smade kinown through bis Son Fefus Chriff,

in whom all the glory of the Father is re- :
vealed: - Chrift is the

Son of man.
Tue Word of God was made flefb, and dwelc Jobi- 1+ 14
with men on earth, and fo became the Son of Joh. §. 27 -
man, and was truly man, being a partaker of Heb, 2. 14
our fleth aiid blood : and therefore his name 13-
i3 allo called, Tmmanuel, God with us.  In Chrift Matt, 1. 234
Jefus God wwas manifeft in the flefp, and in him 1 Tim, 5.16.
dwelt all the fulnefs of 1he Godbead bodily, -+ " ColofT 2, g4

Jesus
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]ef“’i;’ the * . Yesus CuRrrsT, as Mediator; is a Prophef aif

%{ﬁt " Teacher fent from God 3 who hath.made known
~all his Father’s Will to men;. teftifying the
wrath of God againft all who continue in.fin,
and promifing eternal life to all who repent
Det. 18 and believe the Gofpel. He is that greg
I;it'l;_ * Pirophet whom God promifed to raife up, like
N -unto Mofes, to whom all are commanded 1o
‘;_&3;5;”’ “3 hearken. He is greater than Mofes: and all
Heb. =. 2.6 the antient Prophets, for he was fent down
“0+ 3 3™ from heaven immediately from the Father, a
Joh. 3- 31— his Son, appointed over his own houfe, and he
35 fpeaks wich all his Father’s authority., He
hath delivered all the words which the Father
Joh. 12, 49, gave him a commandment to fpeak, znd fo
50. hath completed the revelation of the mind and
15, 15 will of God to men, in the fcriptures of the
new Teftament, for the eternal falvation of all

who hearken to him.

His miflion as a Prophet is confirmed by
many remarkable preditions, uttered by him-
felf, and by his Spirit in the Apoftles, which
have been already in part accomphihed, and
will farther be verified unto the end of the
1 Joh.z 24— world. And by his word, accompanied .with
27. his holy Spirit, he is effectually inftruéting and

guiding all that hearken to him, in the way
A&. 3. 23. 1o eternal life : and all who refufe to hear and
obey him, will finally be deftroyed.

Mark 13. 23,

Chiiftisour ~ JESUS is the great High-Prieft over the houfe
High-Prieft. of God, typified by the priefthood and facrifices
a under the old Teftament ; who performs every
thing for his Church, in the moft perfett man-

ner, which was then .but faintly reprefented

under dark fhadows. That he might be 2

Heb. 2. 14— merciful and faithful high Prieft in things per-
1, ‘taining t9 God, to make reconciliation for th
ins
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fins of his people, he was made in all things.
liké unto hig brethren, partaking of flcfh and
blood with them, and paffing through the fame
temprations and fufferings to which they are
fubjected.  But he was holy, harmlels, unde- Heb 5. 26,
filed, {eparate from ficne’s, and needeth not 27
daily to ofter up, {acrifice, firft for his own fins,
and then for the people’s ; for in him was no 1 Joh. 3 &,
fin, and by one offering he hath perfeted for-
ever them chat are fanétified.  As every high Heburo.z—=
Prieft, taken from among men, 1s ordained for '*
men in'things pertaining to God, that he may Heb. 5 1.
offer both gifts and facrifices for fins: fo
Chrift gave himtelf for us, an offcring, and a Eph. 5. 2,
facrifice of a {weet-fmelling favour unto Ged, |
His body was oifered on the crofs for us 3 his
blood was fhed for the remiffion of fius 5 and 0 = s

. g : : att 26,
being made perfeét by his obedience unto ,g_,g
death, he became the author of e:ernal falva- Heb. 5. 8, g.
tion unto all them rhat obey bim. But as 1Corig g 4,
Chrift died for our fins, according ro the fcrip-
tures, he alfo rofe again for our juftification, Rom. 4. 2,
and hath entered into the immedate prefence
of God in heaven as our prevailing advocate ; Heb. g. 24.
where he now-liveth for ever to make inter- 7 24» 255
ceflion for his people, that both their perfons
and fervices. may be accepted of God, and EpR 1. 3.
that he may obtain all fpiritual and hedvenly
bleflings for them,

Heb. 10 § et
10

| | | | Chrift is
Jesus Curist is that Kiny whom God hath Xing- -

dnointed and placed on his holy hill of Sion, or Pfil. z. 2, 6;

on the throne of government in his Church ;

into whofe hands all power in heaven and Matt. 28. 18,

earth is committed.  God, baving raifed him Eph. 1. 20-=

from the dead, hath fet him at his own right 23

hand in the heavenly places, far above all prin-

| cipality, and power, and might, and dominion,

and every name that is nameéd, not only in

C - thid
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this world, but alfo in that which is to-come ;
and hath puot all things under his feet, and

given him to be the head over all things o
the church.

joh, 18, 6,  BuT his kingdom is not of this world. It doth
not conlift in earthly power or grandeur 5 nor
doth it any ways interfere with the polity of.
Matt. 3. 2. worldly empires or ftates. It is of a {piritual
and heavenly nature ; confifting 1n that fpiri-
tual and divine authority which he exercifeth
over all that believe on his name, and his do-
rhinion over all things for the benefit of hig
P(x'. 110. 1, people. By his word and Spirit he fubjeéls
2: 3 their fouls to his government, rules in theis
Cofl 1 1a hearts, defends them from the power of all
—i4  cnmemies of their happinels, and prépares them
2 Tim. 4 i8. for the pr:-:_i'ff:& ftate of bhis kingdbmjinl lilieﬁven’.
Mate, 18, 17, DUt his kingdom hath a viftble forin on”earth,
6—20, appearing in the .worfhip, order, and govern-
ment, which he hath eftablifhed in his Church

according to the commands and inftitutions of

the gofpel. All who profefs faich in his name,

A&. 3. 4i— and are formed into religious focieties accords
47+ ing to his appointment, voluntarily engaging
to obferve his laws and inftitutions, for their

mutual edification in faith, love, and holinefs;

are his vifible Church.and Kingdom, however

fcattered through the world. And Chnft, as

| fupreme head and King. of bis Church, hath com-
Matt, 28. 26, mitted to writing all the eficntial laws, rules,
and orders of his kingdom, for the inftruction

and government of his profeffed fubjects.

Nor can any other doctrines or laws receive

Matt. 15. 0. the ftamp of his authority, and become bind-
E’l‘;ﬂ 2+ 2% g upon his fubjects, but thofe already pub-
| lithed in his name in the facred. fcriptures,
Heb. z. 3, 4. which have been confirmed by figns, and won-
ders, and gifts of the holy Ghoft : but IE(:_hri-m'

' - 1uans
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tians are bound, by their acknowlegement of

Chrift as their only Lord and Matter, to reject

.1l do&rines, commands, and traditions of

men, which any ways contradict or interfere

yith his.commands and ordinances, or which Gal. 5. 1,33;
rend to bind the confcience where he has left 2 ?Or- 34 174
us free. - |

As King, JefusChrift will take effectual care
of his Church, which is built upon the foun-
dation of the prophets & apoftles, He himielf Eph. 2. 20;
being the chief corner ftone. He will build
it up, preferve and defend it by his almighty
power, in the midft of all dangers and enemies, Matt. 16, 1,
and govern every thing 1n the courfe of pro-
vidence with fpecial reterence to it’s welfase s
and, notwithftanding. the molt dilcouraging
appearances, he will continue it unto the'end Matt. 28, zq]
of the world,

| y Chnft is

FinarLy 3 Jefus Chrift is ordained of God Eoilg; fthe
to be the Fudge of the living and the diad ; for A |
theFather judgeth no man,but hath committed = ' 4*
all judgment unto the Son, that all men may Joh. 5.22,23;
honor the Son even as they honor theFather.
Of this God hath given affurance to all men, A&. 17. 31
in that he hath raifed him from. the dead.
We muft all appear before the judgment feat 2 Cor. 5. 10,
of Chrift, that every one may receive the things 11
done in the body, according to that which he
hath done, whether it be good or bad : and
then the Lord will bring to light the hidden
things of darknefs, and make manifeft the ! Cor 4. 5¢
counfels of all bearts ; and as the only Law-
giver of his kingdom, he will fhew his power 1 4. yya <
both to fave and ta deftroy, FOUET Jam. . 126

C 2 Azr T
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AroT IV

Of the Holy Ghoft.

@4“'}3 13 HE Holy Ghoft, into whofe name, toe
“gether with that of the Father and the
Matt, 3. 15. Son, chriftians are baptized, is frequently called
Rem 8 g— 10 the facred feriptures, the Spirst of God and
14. the §pirit of Chrifk : who, as God under a difting?
“-g" 1:115 17 perfonal charalier, performs an important part
17, 10. '$* In the great work of man’s falvation. The
2'Pet. 1 21, holy Spmt of God, infpired and gmded the
2.Tim, 3.16 faints under the old Teftament, and revealed
lPﬂ't L-1¢— to the prophets thofe deep thmns of God of
Ifa (4.3, Joh. which they {pake, But the Splrlt IS more
7 39. Gal 3. elpecially pmmlﬁzd and given under the new
14 [oh. 16, Teftament, as the 'It:a.{:her, Sanftlﬁer and

7-—! R 1“" )
Thgﬁ'z.lgr Comfurter of believers.

On the day of Pentecoft the. holy Ghn{’c yas
A 2, 1y fent dowp, in a miraculous manner, on Thﬁ
Apofiles and difciples ; enabling them 1o fpeak

languages which they bad never learnt, and

Endowmg them with other fuperngtural gifts

and powers for the confirmation of the Gofpel.

But the Spirit of Chrift, according to his pro-

Jﬂﬁh 16- 17, mife, was efpecially given to the firft preachers
e 26, 27. of chriftianity, to teach them' all things, to
16, 7—15. DIINg 10 their remembrance all things whatfo-
ever Chrift had {aid unto them, to coide them
into all truth ; and to convince the world of

fin, of rlghlcoufncfs, and of judgment.

But the agency of the Spirit was oot limit-
ed 1o thofe miraculous operations which were
but fenfible evidences of his inward operati-

1 Cor. §2. 3, ons.  For by one Spirit all believers are bap-
i3 tized into one body ; and we are faved by the

i 3 51'6 7 waﬂung of regenemuon, and the rencwing l?f
The
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the holy Ghoft. "No man can fay, that Jefus
is the Lord, but by the holy Ghoft ; and the

Spirit dwells in believers, {fo that even their

bodies are called.the Temples of the holy |

Ghoft. 1f any man have not the Spirit of Rom. 8. g
Chrift, he is none of his : for by him all {pi- 16. .
ritual knowlege 1s communicaed ta chniftians ; - .
every grace and virtue is afcribed to his agen- 1Cor.z.9-16
¢y 3 he is the promifed Comforter” of Chrift’s fal‘5'22=23'
people 5 and by him they are fanéufied and 2 Cor. 1. 21,

kaled unto the day of complete redemption, 22
| Eph. 1. 13.

Tue Spirit of God always works by and ™ 4 3°
with the Gofpel, whenever it is effeGual untp 1 Thefl 1. .
falvation ; opening the underftandings of men, | pey 4 4.
that they may underftand the fcriptures 5 aps - . -
plying the doctrines, precepts, and promifes C
of the word, to .the various purpofes of the |
chriftian life ; and rendering them efficacious
in the heart.. But Chrift now communicates
no new 1nftructions by his Spirit, which he has
not already committed to writing in the facred
fcriptures. |

ArT V.

Of the fecond Coming of Chrift, the Refur-
rg&ion Qf the deqd, and eternal Judgment. Chrift will v
fibly appear,’
HAT fame Jefus which was taken up aq. 1. 1.
from us in "a cloud into heaven, will
come again in like manner as he was feen go-
ing into heaven. Heis gone to prepare a |
place for his difciples, and he hath promifed Joh. 14. 2, 3.
that he will come again, and receive them un-
to himfelf, that where he is, there they may be
alfo.  All chriftians therefore look for him to
appear the fecond time, without the former Heb g. 285
marks of humiliation and fuffering for fin, uhpt_u
i. - e . h > . : t Eis

[ = o
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their eternal falvation : and they are encourag;

Tit. 1. 13,  €d to expect his appearing as the manifeitation

of the glory of the great God and their Savior,

and to cenfider it as the blefled and joyful

- hope which 1§ given them by the Gofpel ; for

2 Thefl 1.10. he will come to be glorified in his Saints, and
The day of (0 e admired in all them thar believe.

]uagment ' o - :

unknown to . (30D hath appointed a day in which he will

Aa judge the fetrets of men by Jefus Chrift;

7 3% “which is called i the Scriptures, the day of

Rom. 2. 16. Juagment, the end of the world, the laft day, the

~ coniing of our Lord Fefus Chriff, and the day’ of

" the Lovd,  Burt at what precife period this great

- . day fhall arnive is one of thofe fecret things

Matt. 24, 36, which belong only to God : for of that day

42+ 43. and hour knoweth no man, no not the angels

in heaven; but the Father only, . We are there-

fore commanded to watch, and be always

ready, becaufe at fuch an hour as we think nor,

z Pet. 3. 3 the Son of man will come. Though the pro-

9 mife of his coming feems to be delayed, and

fcofters may boldly deride it, becaufe all things

ftill continue as they were trom the beginning

of the creation ; yet the Lord is not flack con-

cerning his promife, but is long-fuffering to-

. wards us, not willing that any fhould penfh,

Heb. 10. 37. but thar all fhould come to repentance. He

, that fhall come, will come,. and will not tarry

Théform and . o
folemnity of beyond the appointed time.

thejudgment, _ . ' .
Matt. zg4. s0. CHRIsT will come in the clouds of heaven,

Rev, 1. 7.: - With power and great glory, and every eyé
o fhall {ee him, and they alfo which piercéd him ;
and all kindreds of the earth fhall wail becaule

Matt, 2;, 31, Of him. He will come in the glory of his
o '] Father, and all the holy angels with him ; and
being feated on' the throne of his glory, all

nations fhall be gathered before him ; and'ljlflé

Wi
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will feparate them one from another as a ﬂlﬁpﬁ-
herd divideth his fheep from the goats.; and
then, as Judge of all, he will pronounce fen-
tence according to this divifion betwixt the .

righteous and the' wicked, and reward every
man according to his works., - . - . The refur-
‘ . S . .reltion of the
Waen Chrift appears to judge the world,, dead.
ihe dead will be raifed. For the Lord will de- 1 Thefl. 4.
tend from heaven with a fhout, with the voice '
of the Archangel, and the . trumpet of God :

and all that are in the graves thall hear his.
voice, and fhall come torth, they that have.
done good to the refurrettion of life, and
they that have done evil to the refurreétion of .
damnation. The refurretion of Chnft is the.! C_“"'5'”'
evidence and earneft of the refurretion of the ~ 2™, 4
dead bodies of the faints unto eternal life : for:, o, |
Chrift being raifed from the dead, is become: %
the firft fruits of them that have fallen afleep

in him. But we fhall not all die ; but we 1 Corrsg.41, .
fhall all be changed, in 2 moment, in the 52
twinkling of an eye, at the laft trump ; for ‘
the trumpet fhall found, and the dead fhall ! GTheﬂ‘. 4+
be raifed, and the faints who remain alive thall 10 17

be changed, and caught up 1n the clouds, to-

gether with thofe who are raifed from their.

' graves, to meet the Lord in'the air, and to
live for ever with him. The confla

_ . gration of
The great day of Chnft’s fecond coming the world.

will be the end of this prefent world, when the Matt. 13, 44,
heavens fhall pafs away with a great noife, and —43-_

the elements fhall melt with fervent heat, the 1 Pet. 4. 7.
earth alfo and the works that are. therein fhall 2 Pet. 3. g~
be-burnt up, *_ All thefe things which we be< '* '
hold fhall be diffolved.  As the. old world was
overwhelmed and deftroyed with a flood of

water; fo the heavens and the earth which are

now,

[Dh, 5 28, _

2



| [ 24 1
now; by the word of the Lord, are kept ik
ftore, referved unto fire, againft -the day of
.. Judgment and perdition of ungodly men : for-
;Theﬁl f+7+ the Lord Jefus will be revealed: from.-heaven,.
» G with his mightyangels, in/flaming fire, taking
vengeance on them: that know: not. Gad; angd:
~ obey not his gofpel 3 who fhall be punithed
" with evetlalting deftruCtion from' the preferice

“of the Lord, and from the glory of his power, . |

Bternal re- ' '
wardsand - THEN the final everlafting ftate of all men.

pudithments. will be fixed, according to the decifion of the
Matt. 2;. ~ glorious Judge. He hath declared the dread--
34-=40. ful fentence againlt the - wicked~—Depart, ys.
¢urfed into everlafling fire, prepared for the devil
‘and bis angels— : and this. fentence will be.
immediately executed ; for they (hall go away
“into everlafting punifbment;  But'to the righ:
teous the King will fay—Come, ye bleffed of iy
Father, inberit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation -of the world— ; and they

The confum- 1hall be received into life eterual, |

mation of all '

thirigs. ~ Tuis will be the end of the prefeat admi-
f Cor. i;. Diftration of Chrilt’s mediatorial Kingdom,
24—28.  When he fhall have delivered up the kingdom
to God, even the Father ; when he fhall have

put down all rule, and all authority and

power, and {ubdued all enemies under his

feet, then fhall the Son alfo himfelf be fubjedt

unto the Father who had put all things under

him as Mediator, that God may be all in all.

Eph. ¢. 27. ~And Chrift, having prefented his Church to
- - himfelf as a glorious bride, without fpot -or
Rev. chap.  wrinkle or any fuch thing; will advance it to
21.&22. . ¢he moft perfed flate of glory and felicity

with him 1n heaven,

d F
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¢ - -PART IL- . . o

Containing the apoftalic dottrine of’ (alvation
by believing in. Jefus Chritt.

SECT. I,

Of the importance of the Gofpel to.all men
as linners, ’

\HE revelation of a Savior to mankind
plainly implies, that all are under the
rightecus difplealure of the glorious Sovereign
of the world, and according to the equltable
xdminiltration of his government, liable to the

nunifhment of everlafting death, as finners ;
and that all muft have perithed in their fins,
if God had not fent his only begotten Son, to
redeemn them from death by the facrlﬁw of
himfelf, and purchafe eternal life and glory
for thofe who receive his word.

At the firt publication of the Gofpel, it All'men fin-
was very apparent that ignorance, idolatry, BT and

der 2 feqe '
- ind all kinds of wickednefs prevailed every :lenn:; :f o

where through the world : both Jews and death.
Gentiles were all evidently under ins - While pom. chap,
each judged and condemned the other, both I IL IIL
were undeniably guilty of breaking that law

wich, by their own confeffion, they were

bound. to. obey.. ,And. it is {till true of all

mankind, that e/ bave finn:d, and come [fhort

of the glary of God 5 there is none righteous, no

0t one 3 the whole world is become guilty -

before Gad, and his wrath is revealed from.

beaven agamft all ungodlinefs and. unrighte-
oufhefs of men, who hold the truth in unrigh-
teoufnefs, or fmother the conviGions of their
awn confcnences by the pra&ice of wickednefs.

D By

i - " Ly i —
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Roms 5. 12, By gne man (in entered into the world, and

3 1% death by fin 3 and {o death hath pafled upon
all men, for that all have finned. And finee
death hath reigned over all men without
diltin€ion, it is evident, that all mankind from
the beginning are under a law, according to
which they are judged, and punithed with
decath as finnerss o

Hepéitaice  Berore the times of the Gofpel God fuffers

neceflary £ e afl nafions to walk in cheir own wagys, that

all men. the finfal reived flate of 1he porld tmght be

Ad- 1416, pyade evident by uvniverlal experience : but

723231 how He comifiands all men every where 1o re

1Cor.1.20,21 pent.  The Gofpel was introduced with this

Matt. 5020 general doCtrine—Regent ye, for the kingdom

;.' :; 1. of heaven is at hand—, Chnitt came 1o call

finners to repentance, and hath repeated this

Luk. 13 345 folecn declaration—FEzcept e epent, ye flalf

all perifb~—=, [1e cornmanded his Apoftles to

Luk 24. 46, preach repentance, 2nd temiffton of fins in his

47 nameé, among all nations ; and agreable to this

| thftruttion, they went every where, fhewing

AL 3629, men that they fhould repent, and tirn to God,
‘ and dé works ineet for repentance.

No hope of

awien but - Gob foloved the world, that he gave his odly

o ;of-;fg begotten Son, that whofoever believeth on

Joh.3.16, 17, him fhiovld not perifthy but obtdin everlatting

18, 30. hfe : and all things written in the new Tefta-

Joh. 26. 31, mhent, are written With this defign, that men

may believe that Jefus 1s the Chrift; and tha,

believing, they might have life thro’ his name.

- This 1s the comiffion given to the firft preach

Mark 16, 15, ei's of chritianity by their divine mafter—Go

42 ye into all the world, and preach the gofpel

t0 everycreature : he that believeth and is bap-

tized [ball be faved 35 but be that believerh ot

Joall bz danined, -

B SEcT
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Secer IL

Juftification obtained by Faith as oppofed t¢
our own works of righteoufnels.

HE, gofpel is the power of God unto The natura
falvation to every one that believeth of faith.

If demands our belief, as a revelation from Rom.1.16,17
heaven of the wonderful mercy of God to fin- Hep. 2.5—4.
ners through his only Son, Tcfus Chrift, con.
frmed by fuch divine teftimonies as abun-
dantly demonftrate it ta be true. Until 1t 18
believed, it can have no effet : but when it 1 Thefl 1. g,
comes in it°s full evidence to the m:nd, not in 6 9 16,
word only, but allo 1n power, and in the holy
Ghoft, and in much aflurance of the truth
and glory of 1t, and is received as the word of ? Thef.2.13.
the living God, 1t will *anfwer all the grand
purpofcs of fuch a furprizing manifeftation of 1 Joh.q.g,10.
the love of God to men, and fave the foul of
the believer. ‘The gofpel is to be believed a3
good news frum heavep to 2 world of finners, ; Cor.¢ 18m
declaring that God is in Chrift recenciling the 21,
worl | upto himlelf, not imputing unto men b1, 2.
their trefpafles, and that Chrift, by his obedi- Hep, -2 5.
ence and fufferings, 15 become the author of |
eternal falvation unto all that obey bim.  Be- |
lieving the gofpel is of \he ame general nature
with believing any othor joyful news, i which
we are deeply interefied, upen fuffcient teftimony
atid full convidtion of the truth ; the only differ- y joh.¢ 14,
cuce lies in this,that the tettimony of Godde- yop ¢ oy 4,
mands the highedt credit, above all human . :6 :"
teflimony, and the eternal falvatjon of our 5, 26. 1
ouls is a matter of infinitely greater MOWKNt, , Cor 4, 1%,
and ought to ftrike more forcibly upon the 17, 18
mind, than any thing relating merely to the 5 1viig
prefent hife.  He that believes the gofpel un-
feignedly, cannot freal it as 2 mater of - -
- Dz difference,



t Thefl. 2. 3.
2Cor.10.4,5.

Saving faith
ditinguithed

- by the effeéls.

Joh, 17. 3.

1 Joh. 2.3,4.

Joh. 1. 12.
Col. 26 A&

2 4t.Joh 6

30, 37. Eph.
1. 12;13. Il'a.
45. 22, deb,

12, 2,

iThefl 2.13.

]uﬂ:ﬁcatlnn
connedted
wuh bche\r-

;ng.
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difference, but will find the word of God
working effeffually in bis beart, bringing into
captivity every thought to the obcdxcncc of
Chnift.

Berievive in Jefus Chrift 1s exprefied.in
the fcriprures by a variety of phrales, as—by
knowing him ~ recerving him ~— receiving  bis
word — coming to him — fruffing In him
looking to Jelus —and many other fuch figures:
all which ferve 1o diftinguith that full and
effefinal perfuafion of the wuth and glory of
the Gofpel, upon which men ebtain a night ta
all the bleflings of it, from {uch a general care-
lefs affent as produces none of thofe wonder-
ful effels peculiar to the word of the livin

GOD, which worketh effeftually in them tha
believe,

. TuEe immediate infeparable rffeét of believ-
ing the gofpel, is an acknowlegement of Chrift
Jetus, and acceptance of him as our only Lord
and Savior ; intte confidence 1n him, for dew
liverance from fin and the wrath to come, and
the enjoyment of eternal life ; and an heary
deflire and refolution to follow and obey him
as-his difciples. When we believe and are
fure, that Fefus is the Chrift, the Son of the liv
ing God, the divine glory of his perfon and
charafter 15 manifefted to the mind : this
faith, therefore, muft prodice love to him who
appears fo glorious 3 and in the full view of
his righteop{nefs, mercy, and exalted autho-
rity, we cannot but truft our falvation in his

hands, and chearfully fubmlt to his govern-
}menr. C

We are juflified in the fight of God, when
our fins are forgwcn, and hc looks upon v

an@
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and treats us as righteous perfons, and gives
us a claim to his {pecial favor. This juftifica-
tion is obtained by belicving #n Jefus : tar all the
prophets and apoftles bear witnefs to Chrift, A&. 10. 43.
that, through his name, whofoever believeth - -4
in him fhall receive remiffion.of fins. By him A% 13. 33,
all that believe are juftified from all things, 5%°
from which they could not be juftified by the
law of Mofes, or any other law, The righte-
oufiefs of\God by faith of Jefus Chnft is unto Rom, 3. 21—
all and upon all them that Zelieve. We are 26.
juftified freely by the grace of God, through
the redemption that is in Jefus Chrift, whom - =
He hath {etiforth to be a propitiation, threugh
faith in his blood, to declare his righteoufnefs
for the remiffion -of fins, that he might be juf,
and yet the jultifier of him which believeth 1n
Jefus. As by ome man’s difobedience many Rom. 5. 18,
were made finners, fo by the obedience of one "'
fhall many be made righteous: and being Rom. . 1.
jufified by faith, we have peace with God,
through .our Lord Jefus Chrift, and rejoice in B
hope of the glory of God.

Juftification

Curist is the'end of thelaw for righteouf- berzith P
nefs to every one that believeth ; and they B °c S8

‘ _ _ teoufnels b
who go about to eftablith their own righte- (he Jaw. ’

oulnels according to the law of righteoufinefs, Rom, 10, goes
and through ignorance, have not {ubmitted i1,
themfelves unto the righteoufnefs of God, are

yet far from righteoulnefs. . For the law di-

rects us to righteoufnels in this manner—7se

man that doth thofe things fhall live by them :

Buc the righteoufnefs which is of faith fpeaks

In this .encouraging language—that If thon

Joalt confefs with thy mouth the Lord Fefus, and
Joalt believe in thine beart that God hath raifed

bim from the dead, thou fhalt be faved ; for
with the heart man believeth unto righteoufs
s - | -nefs,y
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nefs, and with the mouth confeffion is made
unto falvation ; and the feripture fai-h, whe.
{foever believeth on him fhall Aot be athamed,

Ir there had been a law given to man which
could have given lfe, venly righteoufnefs
would have been by that law ; but the fenp.
ture hath concluded all under fin, that the
pramiﬁ by fatth of chus Chrifl might be given
to them that delicve. By the deeds of the law
no fleth fhall be juttified 1n the fight of God,
Rom. 3. 20. becaufe by the law 1s the knowlege of fin,
Rom.4.4—8. $0him that wo: keth the reward 1s not reckon.

ed of grace, but of dbt; but 1o him that
worketh nut, but defieveth on him that jufli-
ficth the ungodly, bus faith is counted for righ.
seoufnefs, as Abraham’s was, Thus the pros
mife of the heavenly inbenitance /b ing made
Rom. 4. 16. t0 them who are hews through the righreouf-

5.27.  nefsof faith)is of grace, and excludes all boaft

6 23-  ing; while we are led to glory only in the
1 Cor. 1. 31. Lord Jefus Chnift, by whom we receive the
free gift of eternal life,

Gﬂ].g-ﬂ,zm

The law i - -
m‘lemaage" Y=eT we do not, by faith, make veid the law,

void by faith. _but rather eltablifh it, For the law 1s holy,
Rom. 3. 31. juft, and good, requiring pesfection of ngh-
. 9=16, teoufnefs ; and for this very reafon we defpair

of being juftified by ir, becaule men cannot

artain to that righteoufnefs which it requires

God hath magnified his law, and made 1t ho-
Ifa. 42. 21. norable, by appointing his own Son to be fub-
jet 1o thelaw, and bear the curle of 1t for
us, in order to our redemption. For this rea-
fon tt became him who was our Mediator, to
Matt. 3. 15. fulfil all righteoufnefs ; and hereby he hath
Rom. 15. 5. fet us an example of all that holinefs which 1s
Heb, 12. 14. t0 be the conitant aim and purfuit of all his

difciples, |

Gal. 3. 13.

CHRISTIANS
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CurisTIANS are not to confider themlelves 1 Cor. 4. 31
15 without law toGod ; but as under the lawto - |
Chrift. Beinz delivered from that condemna- Rom. $. 3,3,
tion to which they were fubjeéted according 3, 4.
o the legal adminiftration ot the divine go- |
vernment, they are tranflated into the king- Colofl 1.9, -
dom of God’s dear Son, and brought into ~'4
fubjection to the authority of his commands.
Liove fecures their obedience 5 and the law Joh. 14, 13,
an ! government of the Spirit of kife in Chrift 21> 23, 24,
Jefos, makes them free from the law of fin
and death. And being made free from the
dominion of fin ; they become the fervants of Rom- 6. 14
righteoufnefs, and have their fruit unto holi- e
nefs, and the end everlafting life.

Tuat faith which faves the foul is made G”"fr‘mk’
evident by govd works, and may be diftinguifh- Folite o 6o
ed from every kind of faith which falls thort vidences of
of the defign of the Gofpel, by the fruits of faith.
righteouflnels which it produceth. Faith Gal.g 6. A
vorketh by love, purifieth the heart, and os 15-9- Joh.s.
vercometh the world, And by works Faith ¥ 5°
it made perfei 3 inafmuch as, without them, Jam. 2, 14
it hath not that full effe&, which is neceffary 26-
to ptove it to be that faith to which the pro- joh.r1.25,26°
miles are made ; bat being alone, not mani. Gél. 3. 29
felted by good fruits, it appears to be eflenti-
dlly defeftive; and may be called a dead faith,

Hereby we do know that we know him, if we 1 Joh. 2. 3
keep his commandments : He that fairh, I ®

know him, and keepeth not his commands-

ments, is a liaf, and the truth is not in him 3

but whofo keepeth his word, in him vetily 1s

the love of God perfected.
MorEeover ; though we are now delivered :ﬂfﬁfﬂ?i,-_
from guilt and condemnation, and juftified in fevers will be

the fieht of God as righteous perfons, intirely rewarded at -
e ghteous perions, 'bithela{ldaz
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: by bzlizving in Fefus Chriff (for he knoweth:oue
Piil.s0.6.48 hearts) 5 yer, at the laft day, in which God' wiil
17. 31. Ife.s. make his righteoulnels manifeflt to men and
16.Rev22,12 appels, every man will be judged-and reward..
Wiatt 25.31, ed according to his works. The wicked will
—42. then be condemned, after a folemn trial, for
zll their ungodly deeds, and hard fpeeches
which they have uttered againft Chnft.  And

the righteous will be openly juftified, by a
declaration of all the good works they have
done, and the love they have fhewed to Chrift
and his members. By thefe evidences of their
- faith and love, it will be made to appear that
they are righteous as Chrift’s faichful fubjedts,.
and worthy of his kingdom and glory : and.
RIztt. 10. 41, whofoever hath given a cup of cold water
(he only, even to the leailt of Chrift’s difciples in
his-name, he fhall in no wife lofe his reward,

SecrT Il

Believers are renewed and fanfified by the
Word and Spirit of God.

Theratereof
rerovatien. TN the language of the new Teftament, bes:
rfet 1,230 | lievers are faid to be dorn again—born of
EG;"?‘_{; - God—1lern of bz Spirit—begotten, according to
'%arr;.j 7 g the will of God, by the word of trath. They
Joh. 1.12,13. are {poken of, as men who have paffed- thro’
Ramb-1—13 2 kind of deatb, as to-their former finful flate.
Celefl. 3.1— and <haralter, and recovered to-a new [fife, 1
ic. conformity to the death and refurretion of
Chrift. They are {aid, to have put off, as to

their former converfation, 2be old man, whick

is corrupt according.to. the deceitful: lufts, and

Eph. ¢. 21— being renewed in the {pirit of their minds, to
22 have put on the new. man, which after God 1s
- created in. righteoufniefs and: true holinefs,

=22 2.5, 9 They arg called God's ?JEféﬁstbz'P,-qrmfg;’g
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Cheif? ?5[:::1::‘).*0 good Works h and {o- ard af o :
remed to be new crediures, old thingé having 2 Cak. & ii"}
mfld asbay, dnd all things becorie fiew,  Such
phrales expiels that refnarkable happy chanBe
tnade by the Gofpel; when dceoinpanied with

the power of the holy Gheft unto the heart;

inthe grneral fface; temipel; and charaéter of all
who unfeignedly believe it & change of their
conditiorr and mdnner of life as wondetful, ag

| if they had died, and put off theit old finful Colof2.11=4
| body; and received 4 new forni and ftate of 13 |
| exiftennce, more perfedt and f'pit‘itt.yai, fromm him

] who at firft created mgn.__“_Thel'c‘Metapho‘rs

| were molt fernarkably juflifiablé when applied

to the converfion of the gentiles; in the bes Eph.2.i1,121

{ pinning of the Golpel, froni theit grofs igiio- § The: i.
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rance, 1dolatry, and wickedre(s, to ferve the 1o

living and true God. Bit there 1s a finilar

thange made in all finners whoe repent and be- foli. 3. 14
lieve the Gofpel with all théir heartss  ‘They 20, it

may be faid; with great propriety; to be thrned EE; ?d;'l i‘?‘
from darknefs to light, and from the power IJEH.S:'.S-:H‘{;
of fatan unto God. They are delivered froml ~¢. ig, 20s
condemnation, and obtain pardon; peace; and Rosi. 8. 1.
the hope of eternal life.  Their andesfandings 5+ 158
are enlightened to judge of fpiritual things in Eph.i.ig--23
a fpiritnal manner : theie governing principles, 1or ‘-33524-
babits;, and difpofitions are ehanged; and therr o z]' &I_l:;
offeliions taken off from earthly and fet on .~ 3
heavenly things ¢ and their gent‘,i’a] cotirfe of E;;i'l/_j_jﬁ.gé
life is, not according fo the former lufts; 1n j peci, 44
their ignorance; but according to the will of 15.

God. Once they walked after the flefh, be- Rom.8: 4=
ing filled with all {entual defires and gratifica-

tions 3 but now they make it their greateft

eare to be holy, in all dianner of converfation,

2 he who hath called them is holy, In aH

thefe refpedts believers are new men; and

they are renewed more and_more, according

4, B tg
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Matt; 5.44== to the lncreafe of their knowlege 4nd fanh
48- and their gmwmg conformltf to the image

of God and their Savior in righteoufnefs and
holinefs.

The fandtifi- Bur this fame happy change made in be.
cation of be- fievers, when confidered as confilting more

fievers. efpecially in their recovery from the love and
dominion of finn to the {ervice of God, is other-
{ Cor. 1. 7 wile exprefled, in the {criptures, by fanéifica.

6 11, zfm. Believers are “fantified 1in Chnft Jefus,
Joh. 17. 17. by the word of truth, and by the Spirit of
lCﬂrg 16.17 Ged And becaufe they are confecrated to
Luk.1.7475¢ God, to ferve him in righteoufnefs and holi.
nefs all cheir days, they are called an Aoy
nasion, and royal priefthood, and tn the common
ftyle of the apoftles, Saints.

gPet.1.1¢, 16.
Z: Q, 10

S‘ Ec 7. Il

Believers are God’s ele&, or chofen people,

S God, in antient times, chofe the feed

A of Abraham to be his vilible Church,

and gave them peculiar promiies as a nation

- confecrated to his fervice : fo the whole bedy

Eph.5, 25,26, of believers is wow bis Church, feparated from
;7 the world by their profeffion of faith in Chri,
g v 9266”’ They who believe the gofpel with unfeigned
155 EH 3% Liith, are the people of God 1n the highelt {enfe,
2 Thefl. 2. whom, from the beginning, he hath chofen t0
135 14 falvation, through fan&ification of the Spirit
Coloff. 3. 12. and belief of the truth, Thefe-are the A/l
of God, holy, and beloved, to whom all thofe

¥ Pet. 1, 2. honorable titles and prmleges belong, accord-
Philip. 3. 3. ing to their full import, which formerly were
ppropriated in 2 much lower fenfe, to the

Gal, 3. 8— natural {eed of Abraham. Believers are the

29 true fpiritual feed - of Abraham, the Ifrag gf
0
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God, according to the real defign of the pro-

mife given to that Father of believers, chofen

1o be God’s people before the foundation of Eph, 1; g
the world.  They are a cholen generation, a’14.

royal priefthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 1 Pet.2.g,105
people, that they may fhew foith the praifes |
of him who hath called them qut of darknefs

inro his marvellous light,  To thefe, as diftin-

ouifhed in- the eye of God from the reft of the zPet. 1, 1mss
world, by their faith unfcigned, exceeding

great and precious promifes are given,  God Eph. 1. 5.
hath granted them the adoption of children

anto himfelf by Jefus Chrift, fo that they are

the fons and daughters of the Lord almighty @ 2 Cor. 6. 183
and becaufe they are fons, God fends forth Gal4.5.6,7.
the Spirit of his Son into their hearts, that

they may call upon him as their Father. They Rom. 8. 15,
e made heirs of God, and joint heirs with 16 17- |
| Chrift, of the heavenly inheritance.  As God’s Eph. 3. 3, 4;
| chofen people, holy, and without blame be- 3 '
| fore him in love, He hath bleffed them with

| all fpiritual blefings in heavenly places m

L Chnft 5 and they are encouraged to 1ejoice In Phil. 4. 4.
b the Lord always, to be patient under all trials, i SP“‘I' 5 9
| and to wait, with the conitant hope of falva- R' |
§ tion, until they reccive the end of their faith, J;;;n_’;z%:;:
d the glory which fhall be given them at the z Cheflz,14.
{ fecond appearing of the Lord Jefus Chrift. : Pets 412,
:. 3.
SecoT. IV,

Believers having good hope through grace,
| muft perfevere unto the end.

UR Lord Jefus Chrift himfelf, and God Believers

: * have good
even our Father, who hath loved be- yoc ¢ piva.

& lievers, and given them fufficient grounds of tion. |

§ everlafting  confolation, will comifort thelr ,Thefl 2,16
8 hrarts, and eftablith them in every good word 17,

':" ' v E 2 ' aﬂd
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Heb 13.5: gpd work, 6od heth promifed that he wi)
Jer 33 4% not £2i! them nor forfake them, nor turn away |
from 4eing th::m gcod 3 but will put his feap
in their hr:artq that they tha!l pot depart fiom
him, 1 h“ Limd mowcth them that are his:
TG, .14, agd ChrJt makes this mterccﬁoq for his own
11, people —Hely Father beep, through thing owy
20, 21, . _,,,;.;5 g-an:! o I—m: fbﬁ ¢ hafl given me, 1hat they
HICY .?c £ue. uf e ﬁ""-’-—--Wthn IS appl:cab]e {a
n]l whg fhall b{f]lﬂ\rl" cn him to the end of the
Cworld. 3_1! belieyers are LEPL.& 0y ihe powey
of God, 1 nuuh f2ith, vnto that falvarion
which is p eparcd for theny, and ﬂl.—;ll be res
vealed 2t thy lalt day,

e,
"+ 11

a1l

[

I

Pl

|

L™

Afurinczof Iz bellevers could havs a3 eertaln knowlegs

hope aepends of Yhsir cam faith, 33 Chnft hath of “his own
ot o e diiciple ;thrv muft be iatirely freed from
a5 ali ungertainy of Lhﬁlf perfeverance uato efer
T nal iah?a:igﬂ,: qr as theis h0pe dcpends up:
on conftiou; ﬂej' Jf‘ the !:1 cerity of thetr owy
f ich, it cannat but admit of fo"nc remaining
Hlab.i i,11. igar, left they ﬂlould by any means come thort
; Per. 1. +—. OF 1he ;rguules.., Therefore they are r-..qgmrtd
iis : Et':__g e driigence m mal«*e thf:lr Lallnu and
eicction firn

ton arm and fme and tn wosk out thenr
teaiion with fga apd tremblmg but with
ouragewent, that it is God which
worieih in them both to will and 10 do, of

1§ 200G plealure,

e palvoni- - |

Gt hoars wip, 1Yy propertion o the E;Emije aud ﬂreﬂgfﬁ
ael b ks of faith, chriftiang have joy and peace in be-
B e, g, HEEDG: 3D ndt abeungd ) 1_51 hqpﬁ thre? the powe;
ST of the holy Ghott,  The 8 »—*Pﬂ'\t of Ged fhew-
a8 0502 105 Therp the things of Chrilt, and manifefting
Beme s 5, ths riches ofbis love and merey to their minds,
el B phey are comforsed ander all aflictlans, and

ik ¢ day 9 ¢
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Thus they have the witnefs of the Spirit, with EPIJ;"; ;3:14:
I 4

their own confclences, that they are the chil' p T %
.dren of God, and are encouraged to rely on ;6,
him who hath begun a good work in them, pyyi ; 6.
that he will perform it until the day of Chriit,

They go on patiently and conftantly in well Rogm, 2. .
doing, being perfuaded that God 1s able to
keep them from falling, and to prefent them
faultlefs before the prefence of his glory, with , 5. 418,

exceeding joy, and that he will prelerve them
to his heavenly kingdom,

Jude ver. 24+

Perfeverance
BuT perfeverance muft not only be confi- is a mark of

dered as matter of encouragement and promife, C.}']””‘" aifs
but alfo as one mark of Chriff’s difciples, ne- ciples.
ceflary to complete the evidence of our fajth. Joh. 8. 315
Kor if we continne in Gprift’s word then are We Mag, 10, 2:
his difciples indeed.  [He that enduretd unto the Heb., 6. 10,
end, the fame (hall be faved. We muft notr 1h 12
be weary in well doing, forin the end we {hail Gal. 6. g,
reap, if we faint not. They who believe only ppaee .y
for a while, and in time of tempration fall a- —z3, ’
way, never received the good feed of the

word, deeply, and effetually, into good and

honeft hearts. We are made partakers of Heb. 3.6,14; -
Chrift, and all the bleflings of his houfe, if we -
retain qur firft profeffion of faith and confi- -

dence in him, and the joy which we have in

the hope of eternal life, firmly and ftedfaftly

unto the end. They who having efcaped the

pollutions of the world, through the koow- ,pu ., e
lege of the only Liord and Savior Jefus Chrift, 21, 22, -
are again entangled in them and overcome, gy, £ , _
make it evident that their filthy fenfual incli- 1z,
nations were never effeftually changed ; and  10.23—~39
their Jatter end is worfe than the beginning,

Therefore chriftians muft go on diligently in -

every good work, thewing their love to the

jjamg of GAri& by every act of Kindnefs to the

- e gy el —

: faints,
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faints, and the prattice of all holinefs, that afs-
ter they have done the will of God, they. may
receive the promife of eternal life. The juft
fhall live by faith ; but if any man draw back,
¥ Cor. g. 24, 30d fays, My foul Jhall bave no pleafure in bim,
—27, We muft {o run the chriftian race, and fimith
i, that we may at lalt obtain the crown of

glory.
SEcT V.

Believers are imbodied into a vifible Church,
Admifion in- by Baptiim and the Lord’s fupper,

to the church o
by Baptifm HRIST requires all his difciples to be

Matt. 28. 1q. baptized into the name of the Father,
AQ. 2. 58, S0n, and holy Ghoft. By this ordinance men
39. 41, 42 become members of the vifible church, and
to. 47,48, are united with the whole body of Chrift’s
Gal. 3.26,— people, They are marked and diftinguifhed
29 from the world, as belonging to the family and
1 Theffz.12. kingdom of God, whom he hath calied to be
Eph. 2. 1g— partakers of his promife in Chrift, by the
22, Gofpel. And having, by baptiim, openly
3 6. declared their faith in the Lord Jefus, and re-
Colofl, z. 11, folution o put away the fins of the flefh and
12, ltve according to the will of God, they are
1 Pet. 3. 21. under peculiar obligations to walk worthy of
41, 2. the vocation wherewith they are called, and
to have the anf{wer of a good confcience to-

Matt, 22.1— wards God ; remembring, chat many are called,

14 but few are chafen,

All believers

ought to ALz who have been baptized are to affoci-
come to the gte & affemble themfelves in diftin&t {ocieries,
:;:;d s {up- g may be moft convenient, for the worfhip of

A&. 2. 42, God, and to have elders and other evangelical
4. 32. officers appointed over them, that they may

5.1z maintain chriftian felloawfhip in all the infhitu-
HEb. 10. Z;l ) o

A&. 14, 23. , tiona
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tions of the golpel, and be edified by the wotd
of God and united prayers and praifes. In
fuch chriftian affemblies, or churches, the in-
ftirution of the Lord’s fupper 1s efpecially to be
obferved, according to his appointment, by
frequent eating of the bread and drinking of
the cup of the f.ord, in remembrance of him
whofe body was broken for us on the crofs, and
whole blood was fhed for the remiffion of fins.
All who are capable of knowing the defign
of this ordinance, and difcerning the Lord’s
body, and who upon examination of them-
felves have reafon to hope that they believe
and obey the Gofpel from the heart, are indif~
penfibly bound to have communion with
Chritt and his Church 1n the bread and wine of
bis table 5 becaule by this they (hew and open-
ly exhibit the Lord’s death, and the Church
is commanded to continue thus to ‘exhibit his
crucifixion until his fecond coming. By eat-
ing and drinking together at his table we ap-
pear to be Chrift’s dilciples, brethren of the fare
family, and members of the fame body 3 and we
have fellowfhip with him, and with one ano-
ther, ~ The cup of blefling which we blefs is
the communion of the blood of Chrift 5 the
bread which we break is the communion of
the body of Chrift : for though we are many,

we are one bread and one body, being par-
takers of that one bread,

SEcT VL
The Church to-be .made perfeét in heaven.

Matt. 26, 26,

-28,
1 Cor. 11,
2034

1 Car,10,16,

S admiffion into the vifible Church, or Tmperfe&ion

exclufion from it depends upon the
Judwment of men, who cannot, by any method
of | Judgmg, mtalllbly diftinguifh betwixt hypo-
critical

of the vifible
Church,
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tritical and fincere profeflots; except by the
A&. 8. 13,— tenor of their converfation and behavior, it i
24. unavoidable that there will be many who are
members of the church on earth, whom Chrift
Matt. 7. 21, will hereafter deny, and exclude from his
Mf§'3 .o, kingdom in heaven. Therefore the vifible
7 5% Charch is like a feld of wheat with fome mig-
ture of tares ; or a net which inclofeth a mul-
titude of fiflies, both good and.bad, which will
be {eparated at the end of the world, There
never hath been, from the beginning of the
Gofpel, nor ever will bé any numérous church
Matt, i8. 15 in this world 1atirely made vp of fuch as Jea
s, lieve unto the faving of the foul, Neverthelefs,
1 Cor. sth  all proper cantion ought to be ufed, in the
chapter.  way of that difcipline which Chrift hath ap:
Heb. 12. 15, pointed, that grols corruptions may be pre-
16. vented or purged out. ‘Fhe Church muft
-endeavor to judge of every man’s profeflion
Rom. 15. 5, by the rules of the gofpel, and admit or retain
none but fuch as they may hope Chrift re-
ecives, that fo all the members may have chiis

ftian love one towards another,

Chitwill By r ihe Lord fefus hath refetved fo bin
£‘hrge his  Jfelf the final decifive trial of the vifible {ubjets
Church.  of his kingdom 5 and at his fecond coming

1Cor 4.3, he will make a perfe@ feparation of the tares

b5 a:id the chaff from the wheat, gather out of
Matt. 13, 37, DS kingdomi all things which offend; and fe:
£=50, ver the wicked from among the juft, and caft

them Into a furnace of fire; where fhall be
wailing and gnathing of teeth. But the whole
body of true believers, collefted together, will
be prefented to himfelf as a glorious Church,
%phi 5027, perfectly holy and without blemifh; not hav-
: ing {pot or wrinkle or any fuch thing, Then
the Church will have all that perfestion alcribed

6. 55, 10, @ 1t in many prophecies of the facred fcrip-

L ¥ Y - T — L] el g T i el '.-- Tl ey i R p— -—

60,1322, FUIesy



[ 41

tiires, and be admitted into the heavenly
world, to enjoy the inconceivable gloty and |
felicity which God hath prepared for them 1 Cor. 2. 52
that love him. Thus that kingdom of hea-
yen, which begins on earth; will be completed Rev. chapters
in'the glorious world above, in that new Jeru- 21. and 22,
falem, into which there fhall in no wife enter
any thing that defileth, neither whatloever
worketh abomination, or maketh a lie ; but
they which are written in the Lamb’s book
of life.

| PART I
Containing the principal Heads of evangelical

- Duties.

S E C T. L
The general laws of Chrift’s kingdoni,

Bedience to tlie commands of our Lord
Jefus being the proper fruit and evi-

dence of our faith, we ought always to keep 2 Pet. i, t=
in mind thofé important duties to which we 15.
are bound by our profeflion. It may there-
fore be profitable to colleét together, into one
general view, the principal rules of chriftian
praltice which we find interfperled every
where in the new Teitament, -

CuRist, 45 King, gaverns his people by 1 Cor. §. 3is
wife and excellent laws, and inftruéts them 1n 2 Tim. 3,16,
all righteoufnels agreable to the will of God, 7%

Rom. 12.1. 2.
that they may be made meet 10 be par- ¢, 4 12.8
takers of the inhéritance of the faints in light, Col. 1. 12.
“and be counted worthy of the kingdom of t Thefl.z.1z:
God; - 2 Thell| 1.5

o il
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The Lawis  'THE whole law of God, which wasorig.
a perfect ua- pally imprinted on the confctence of man, and
alterable rule bl was afterward publithed from Sinai in
of righteoul- - v 3 g
nel. the ten commands of the two tables with di-
vine majefty and foiemnity, forever remains

Rom. 7. 1z. holy, and juft, and good, and muft be regard.
ed as the unalterable rule and meafure of our

obedience to our Father mn heaven. For Je-

Matr, 5.1;— {us Chrift came not to abrogate and deitroy
Z0. the law, but to fulflit: and he hath declared,
that whofeever fball break one of the leaft of thefe

commands, and t:ach men fo, be fhall be called

the lealt i1 the kingdom of beaven 5 but whofo-

ever [ball do and teach them, be fhall be calied

gréat in the kingdoin of beaven. - By all the Jaws

of God as contained in the holy fcriptures,

| chriftians are tavght what is that good, and

r Joh. 3. 220 acceptatle, and perfe@ will of God, and what
obedience will be pleafing to hum thro’ fefus

Chnft. According to thefe laws believers are

Heb. 12. 4. to follow after hohinefs, and ferve God, not
Rom8, 13--1¢ with the fpirit of fear as if they were ftill un-
2 Tim. 1. 7. der the curfe of the frft covenant, but witl
Jam. 1. 25. the {pirit of love and liberty, as the adopted
Pfal. 110, 3 children of God, and willing fubjects of the
Redeemer’s kingdom, that they may be per-
fe&t even as their Father which i1s 1n heaven

15 perfects

Matt. 5. 48,

Chrit's Law  Our Lord Jefus Chiift, in his fermon on
promulged in the mouat, hath given us an authentic expo-
i’ﬁ;sfmﬁ“ o fition of the precepts of the decalogue, accord:
TP ing to their true fpirit and extent ; and thus
hath taugzhe his diiciples to carry holinefs to

tlie utmoft perfetion. In delivering this ad-

mirable fermon on a mountain, our Lord may

be confidered as the antitype of Mofes the

great lawgiver of Ifrael : for having underta-

ken our redemption, and appearing as the
captain
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captain of our falvation to lead his people tQ
the promiled inheritance in heaven, Chiift thus
folemnly promulgated bis laws, by which all
whom he takes under his care are to be go-
verned.  In this view his' words demand the

peeuliar attention of all who truft in him-for

complete falvation, that they may build their Matt.y, 24
hope firmly on him, and not on 2 deceitful 29

fandy foundation.

As all the commands of the moral law are Thelummary
fum'd up in thele two great and general pre- Law of Love,
ceprs,—7 hot fhalt love the Lord 1hy God woith Matt.2z.37-«
all thine beart—and Thou fbalt love thy neigbbour 40
a5 thy felf— 3 {o all the pecuhar precepts of
the gofpcl may be comprehended in Jove 10 ' Joh. 4. 71

Christ and our chrifiian brethren. 21

By love to Chrift we are led to obey all his Leve to
commands, and are accepted as without blame I?‘Ifl""-
befure God.  We are bound by grautude to >0 1 ¥
love him much, becaufe much is forgiven us.

If any man love not the Lord Jefus Chrift he Luk. 7. 41—
liesunder the heavieft curfe,and will be fhut out ‘fgé-ﬂr 6
from the kingdom of heaven at Chrift’s fecond HIEE
appearing,  But they that love him have the

promife of the Father’s love, and the fure hope Joh. 14. 21,
of living and reigning with Chrift forever : 3

for if, when we were enemies, we were.recon-
ciled to God by the death of his Son ; much
more, being reconciled, we fhall be laved by

his hiie. The law of
love to the

By if any man love God, he muft Jove his brethicn.
heother alfo ¢ for he that loveth not Lis bro- 1 Joh. 4. 20.
ther, whom he hath feen, how can he love ="

God whom he hath not feen 2 Chnit hath Joh. 13. 34
delivered this as a new commandment, not 35°
known or fully underftood,—T bat his difeip'es

-+

i, .F'[ - [
1 2 f{’{‘.}f
* b

17- 241
Rom. 5. 16.
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wuft love one ano: ber, as be bath loved thesitmms,
And therefore this is made one dli’tlnﬂmﬂnne
mark whercby we may know- that we have
faﬁtd from death unio life, viz. if we love the

rethreg.  This command 1s pecuharly adap-
ted to that new eftablifhment of the kingdom
of God which took place by the gofpel v by
which the church was enlarged, and feparated
from the world, net by any rational limits, o
carnal dittin€tions, but by the profefiion of his
name, and the union of his difciples in the
fame faith, obedience, and hope of eternal life
through hlm.' All believers were ta appear

johirg.18,19 orwlv on the fide of Chrift in oppolition to
fl.h-, i: 27,

tlie orld, and ftand firm 1n one body as fub-
jects of his ..amgdo"n, voluntarily epgaged tg
maintain their profeffion and defend his caufe,
Yet they were to belong to different nations,
..nd be dwldfd from one anothey by the ﬁme

ariations of fiuatien, interelts, comp! lexions,
':md other circumitances in this world, as other
men. It was therefore neculiarly neceflary
'th:y thould love one another, even as Chrift
loved them, becavle otherwife they cculd not
mair; ra n that urion without which the chorch
muft joen cilappear and come ta nothing.

Bemr pnited under the fame Head, thus

3+ Chrift the Caprain of oyr falvaton, and having

the {ame f'mh in him, the fame regard to hIS
commands,and the fzme hopé of mmortahty
in heaven, believers continue walking toge-
ther in the fellowfhip of the golpel, “and fo
dittingwin themfilves as his difciples and 2
vhurch ereted tg his hono:, But unlefs they
love one a2nother, apd that pecnliarly as difs
ciples of the {ame great Lﬁrd and Mafter,
1hEY will ealtly be divided by different worldly
views, f:rumblﬂ inta fattions, drop the coms
Faen caule e.,. Chifty and turn their weapons
aﬂamf
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goainft one another. From all thefe confide-
rations 1t appears that the command of Lovs
to the Breibren 1s one of the fundamental laws
of Chrift’s kingdom, abfolutely neccfiary for
the continuance of his church, and {upport
of his intercft in the world.

YT benevolence toward all mankind is allo U“i‘}e’m bas
included among the laws of Chrift’s kingdom, ™" €7
For by a very ftnking parable our Lord hath
fhewed us, that €évery man who prefents him- Luk.10.2g=e
felf before us as an objet of compaffion and 37-
kindnefs, though the greateft firanger, 1s to
be confidered as. our neighbour. He hath
confirmed that great and general Jaw,—Thou
fhalt love thy neighbour as thy felf ; and
commanded us, as we have opportunity, to do
good unto all men, but efpecially to the houf- Gal. 6. 10

hold of faith.

TuErEtrorEe, in. general, believers are Th® general
bound, by their profeflion, confciencioufly to ES&:E of
comply with all the duties which flow from '
lsve 1o Gaod and our Savior, to thelr chnflian
brethren, and to all mankind. They mutt
exercife themfelves unto all godlinefs and vir- ¥ Tim. 4, 4.
tue, faithfully {erving Chnift, as his difciples, Col. 3. 24.

{ by doing whatfoever he hath commanded ;

| and muft be diligent in every good work that Joh 15- 14
they may be accepted of him at his appearing, 2 Pet. 3. 14,

The mercy of God, which hath been fo won- Titx.ti—14.

derfully manifefted to all men by the gofpel,

teacheth vs, that denying ungodlinefs and

worldly lufts, we fhould live foberly, righte-

§ oully, and godly in this prefent world, n the

g joyful ezpectation of the glorious appearing |
| of the great God and our Savior Jefus Chnift.. .

+

Chriflians are required to follow atter holinefs, Heb, 12. 143
without which no man fhall {ee the Lord ; o
’ | | | o abftam
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'The great
duty of love
to Gad,

The general
bonor and
worfhip due

to God.

Ha. 8. +13:
Pial, GO. I1.

Luk. 12, 51
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abftain from all appearance of evil 5 and to
cleave to that which is good 3 to be blamelefs
and harmlefs, as the fons of God without re-
buke, fhining as lights in the world ; to have
the fame mind, temper, and {pirit which wa;
in Chrift, and carefully to follow his example
of obedience, meeknels, and patience under
fufferings. I 2 word, chriftians are to aim
at the urmoft degrees of wildom, goodnefs,
righteoulnefs, and truth, defirtng to be per
fect, even as our Father in heaven 1s perfett,

Szcr Il

Of the Duties we owe to God.

&&]E are taught, both by the law of na.

ture and the clearer light of revelation,
to pay all worthip and honor to that Being
whem we acknowlege as God. All people
will walk every one in the name of his God,
and we ought to walk in the name of the
Lord our God for ever and ever.

Tue firft and great command of the Law
is,—Thou fhalt love the Lord thy God with oll
thy heart, and with all thy [oul, and <with all thy
sind, and with all thy firenpth— : and this re-
mains {Lill che perfe@ rule and mealure of our
love to God, as he hath manifelied himfelf o
us in Jefus Chrit. We muft fet no bounds
to that love which we exprefs towards God in
Chrilt ; but lubor that it may be more and
more perfetled.

CurisTians ought always to fanélify the
Lord of Hoits in their hearts, and make -him
their fear and their dread, remembring the
power of his anger, and tha: his wrath is equal

10 all our fears, for he is abie to deltioy both
{foul
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foul and body in hell. But they are encou-

raged at the fame time to hope in his mercy, Phl. 53, 13,
and rejoice greatly in the Lord becaule he is Phil. 4.4
the God of their falvation. It is their duty 12 61, 10

to acknowlege their dependence upon him

for all things relating to life and happinels 5

to take notice of his hand in all the difpenfa-

tions of his providence ; to call upon him for

every thing they want ; to give- thanks for

all his mercies 5 to truft in him at all times 5

and to derive all their hope and comfort from

him, efteeming his favor as their life, and ex-

pecting fulnefs of joy and telicity 1n his pre-

{ence.

More particularly, Prayer is a primary The duty of
and moft important duty of religion, plainly Frayer.
taught by the light of nature, inforced by the
example of all the faints from the beginning
of the world, and moft exprelly commanded
and ureed in the fcriptures of the new Tefta-
ment.  That his difciples might have a gene-

- nal direGtion how to pray for things agreable

to the will of God, Chrift hath given them

that fhort comprehenfive form, commonly

called the Lord’s Prayer : and by a very natu- Luk,18.1—§
ral parable, he hath encouraged them to pray

with unwearied immportunity, in confidence

that God will grant all their defires of every

good thing, however he may {cem for a while

to delay his gracious anfwers. - The firft chri-

ftians abundantly exercifed themfelves in this

important duty of godlinefs : and we have

repeated exhortations in the new Teltament, ; Theg o 1
to pray always, with all manner of prayer and Eph. 6. 18.
fupplication ; and in every thing to make RNom.12.12.
known our requefts to God, cafting all our Phil. 4. 6.
burdens vpon- himy, and- giving thanks to him

for every mercy. N

Qur
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Secret pray.
€l

Matt. 6 5, 6.

Social pray- -

L
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- Our Lord Jefus Chrift himfelf hath vesy
particularly inftructed his difciples in the duty
of fecret prayer, diteéting them to avoid often-
tation in their own particular devotions, and
commanding every ane to enter Iato his clofet
ang pray in fecret to his Father 1 heaven,
with affurance that he who feeth 1n fecret. will
hear, and give an open reward.  Of this pre-
cept our Lord hath given us an example, by

retiring frequently to private places alone for
prayer.

BeLievers are alfo jointly to offer up pray-
ers and praifes to God, in {maller or larger
focieties, as they have opportunity. Chrift
hath encouraged them to this by a {pecial pro-

Matt. 18. 19, mile, that where two fhall agree on earth e

Z0O.

Family pray-
€l

tonching any thing they fball afk, it foall be doie
for them of bis Father which is i beaven 5 and
that where two or three are gathered together in
bis name, there be is in the midf ef them. Upon
this encouragement, which hath the forceof a
precept, both the public worfhip of the
church, and all other focial worfhip may be
clearly proved to be the duty of chrftians.

Frou the general commands to pray with-
out ceafing, both for ourfelves and others, the
particular encouragement which two or three
have to join in the fame requefts, & the united
interefts of a chriftian family, together with
the examples of frequent focial prayer record-
ed in the fcriptures, and other obvious conlt-
derations, we may clearly argue the pro-
pricty and neceflity of daily devotions In
every family, So that the families which
call not upon God; are fo far like heathen
families, and have reafon to fear the wrath of

God, _
T B
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‘ - , U The werlhip
~ Bur chriftians, as embodied into a Church, ofthe chusch
are more efpecially reguired to meet together A& 1. 26,
in diftiot focictics, that they may unite i 2 %% .
prayers, and praifes, in hearing the word of
God, and the adminiftration of all divine or=
dinances, and 1n every part of religious fel
low(hip.  And to neglect public worfhip un:
heceflarily and carclefly, 1s to calt contempt Heb. 16. 23
upon Chnift; by flighting the moft cflential
order of his church; |

As under the old Teftdment we lind pFayerr Fafting;
wid faffting joined together on extraordinary
occafions 3 fo our Lord Jefus Chuift bath pot .. |
forbidden; but encouraged, and recomimended Matt.6. 16+3
this duty to his difciples ; commmanding them ™%, .4
not to do it merely by an outward hypocrinical i
affetation of fadnefs and huility, but rather
by that more inward and fectet huliation of
the foul, which God only can fee: Falting
may be fometithes very proper and advan-
taceous, both in order to fubdue our bodily 1 Cord 7. i
appetites and gain the government of them;
and that our fouls tiiay be rhore intirely 1n- ‘
gaged i extraordinary devotions, and become
more {olemn and earneft in confeffion of fins
and fupplications for {pecial mercies. Buyt
fince our Lord hath pot given us any direéti-
on to make this a part of conftant worfhip;
wiidom and prudence muft guide chriftians
in this branch of devotion, and 1t fhould be

our care that it may always affift, and not hin- Colofl. 3. 23,
der us, in religious exercifes, and that we be

not betrayed 1nto hypocnfy or {uperftition,

\ " e “ . il 1 . s
It is the duty of chriftidds to affemble The obferia-

| ' i tion of the
tl]ﬁﬂ](ﬁlVifs ﬂ:atEd‘y evaf} ﬁrﬂ: dﬂy Of the T.ords da}r,

Week, for the worfhip of God, accotding 10 24 ,, ..
¢! the 1 Cor, 15, 2.

e -
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the practice of the Church under the 1mme:
diate direction of the Apoftles.  For aflcon ag
God had finifhed the werk of creduon, he
Gen. 2.2, 3. blefled the feventh day of the week; thereby
Exod. 16, 23 fanctifying and appropriating it to his owg
honor and the Dbenefic of “the fouls of mey.
This original law of twe Sabbath was afrerwardg
Frod:2o 8— Inferted among the moral precepts of the twg
11, Fables delivered to Mofes, and from time g
fime very particularly and folemnly inforced
If2.58.13,14. under the old'Teftament.  And after the re.
furrection of our Lord Jefus, his difciples, witk
A& #6.7. one confent, inftead of the feventh, oblerved
1Cor. 18 2. the firft day of the week to the honor of the
tedeemer, and gave it the name of the Ford’s
day, peculiarly devoting it to the fame grea
purpoles of religion for which the Sabbath
was originally inftituted,and holding their cop-
ftant affemblies on that day : which pradice -
hath been continaed tmthe Church ever fipce,
Therefore we have full warrant for keeping
Mark 2. 28. the firlt day of the week as the chriftian Sab.
Gal.4v 5,4.5. bath 5 which we are to obferve, not with thae
Colofl. 2 16. difcouraging rigor of the antient ceremonial
law, but as a day of religious reft from world
Act13 27144 ly labors and pleafures, fet apart for the wor-
fhip of God and our fpiritual advantage, that
Heb. 4. 9. We may remember and be prepared for the
everialting reft of heaven. On this day not
only the public exercifes of the Church are 1o
be attended, but Likewife all fuch private do-
A&. 10. 2. tiesof religion in chriftian families as are pro.
per to increafe our knowlegze of God, and love
and obedience to Chrift ; that all, in every
Gen. 18. 19. houfe, may be acquainted with the Gofpel of

Joh, 24, 15, falvation, and be inftructed in every part of
true religion. |

PLI— O,
Mark 2. 2.

Rer. 2o,

O E C T,
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SegcoT, Il

Of Self-government,

FMHEY who have the hope of falvation by Mortification
T Jefus Chriit, and the honorable privi- Ffﬂ-"mlf and
lege of being called the fons of God, muft 'Piritsallufs,
purify themlelves, even as he is pure 5 they t Joh. 3. 3.
arc encouraged by all the precious promifes
of the Golpel to dleanfe themielves from all z Cor. 5, 1,
fithinefs both of flcfh and 1pirit, and carry
holinefs to perfcfion in the fear of the Lord.

It muft be their conftant labor to keep the t Cor g. 27
body in fubje@ion, mortify the deeds of it, Rom. 8. 10,
and yield 2ll their members as inftruments of A
. . ‘e . 13,
nighteoulnefs unto God,  They are called 1o

prefent their bodies a living facrifice, holy, Rom. 12 Ie
acceptadle to God, ferving him with every

power of the whole man, as realonable crea-

tures.  The {piritual mind being formed i

them, they mofl maintain 2 continual oppofi- Gal-5.16,17;
tion to the lufts which war in their members, 1 Pet. 2. 11,
that :0 fin may have domunion over them,

They are required o watch againt the very Rom. 6. 3z,
firlt principles and motions of fin in the hearr, ‘
and o 1eift and fubdue the evil paffions and

aficctions of the mind, fuch as pridz, wrath, Col. 3 s—g,
hatred, envy, a revengeful temper, inordinate S S
lve of the world, impure defires, and the ;Iasf;hl‘#: G
like.  And having crucified the fleth with the Rom. 1;19;
ail=Clions and lulls, they are carefully to fhun —21.

all thole works of the fizfh which are enume. 2 “°F 12.20.

I jﬂh-. 2 1%,

rated in feveral paffages of the facred writings, _ 7

a5 {ins which expole men to the wrath of God. Galg.19--26

aed will eaclude them from the kingdem of Epbss 3—7-
hezven. (Ler.0 16,

Ow the contrary, we are bound, by our Improvement

balv profiffon, 1o cultivate all thole araces ™ (he praces
' < o LERIE aping
G2 vilch |
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shich are the genuine frui:s of the Spirit, viz,
&sl ¢ 22,23, lm e, joy, prace, long-fuffering, gentlenes,
Jam.3 1718, nr‘od'm.,, taithiulnels, mr:ckncls, temperance,
Col.3.1213 md ¢ clothe ouriclves with humihity, and in
; Per 5 5. our whele wemper and converlatmn confider
5 Jefus Chrift as our perfeé pattern af every

thing amiable and plcaﬁnﬂr to God.

daceacy of Curistiays are commanded to walg cir
gor.aeit, cumipeltly, nat as fools but as wife men, anq

~y
(2
bt
()
o
5
§-s
::j

Frer every thing lovely and of good

g,.;‘: ;8. TEporL They are 1o behave themfelves wn:h
Col. ». - luca wildom at g}.l_ times, that they wno are
2m 3.13. 0ot of ihe Church may have Ro advantage of
j'i’;nm.lﬁ 13 j'r):al-:ir;g avil of Lht’"}, nut may ke "‘fhamﬁd
3EVL3 5% when they accufe their ﬁood conver{ation In
Hem.ij.ra— i, .',,.-,,;." children of the day, inlighren,
ks =2 in the ko wlcf‘P of every thlag e;.cellt:nt
and zuceniable w0 God, Lhnf’t!ans ought ta
walk in a decent and ! rmf_:rﬂ.ble manner s nog
in riciing and f‘*L,n:;:c’ﬂ'z efs, not I private in-
triguzs snd wantonneis, not in finfe and en-
viing, 2ut as thole who have putap the Lord
Teing Chirat, and defire in ali things to keep
Heb o132 geod eonlciznce. Burt the pamculur rules
| O a wie {;{_“ff‘:"iuct are ayore efpecially contain-
‘ vd in the inf plr: hook of Proverps, in which
Chrift fpeaks to his peeple by Bolomon ynaeg
tne cngracter o’f ‘ udogy.,
Yol As we are eypoled to varigus temptations,
':Ef' ;nﬁ n dangfr Qf hci 0 (‘rawn aw3iy from the
170299 fith and ohedience of Chrifi Hy our own luits,
w Fen w an by the wiles of the devdl, by tne vamtles of the
— - "’ ’ v
i . o. wenid, and the degeitin !ncfs of fin § it Is nea
TETITY pefyry that chnfhiana (hauld alw”}is he watch-
Ezh €3z f30; fapding uptt:a ihfir guard as good foldi-
s of Jefue Chaift, 0 {pv, and armed

;o s uck 1
1 i e
2 oupole eyery ¢! ,t_, g Qi Ih%‘;‘??@? fide they
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way be affaulted, and ready to every part of
duty. Chnift therefore commands his diiciples )

* . - v . e . '
{0 watch and Pray, lt:!l [hey enter nto temP_ Matt. 286. 4%:
cation, being fenfible of the weaknels of the Mark ,'3: '3?_
flelh and this is always a {cafonable exhor-
cation,—+7 atch ve, fland faff in the failp, quit 1 Cor. 16,13
o1t like men, be firong~ | B

Mowre particularly ;3 chriftians are warned Chaftity.
goainit fornicauen, and all the lufts of unclean- v Cor. 6. 13
nefs, as fins which defile both the body and =29
he foul, and are moft direCtly contrary to -
their holy charatter. T

It is a very neceflary branch of duty, and zE:tg:; i?:i

greatly tending to chrifhian perfe€tion, to re- tongue.

ftrain the tongue from evil, that we may not g, 40 1o

cFend in word. Chrit commands his difei- * 1.26

ples to avoid all kinds of cuftomary {wearing 5 Mat5.33--37

all cuorling and bitternefls of language ; all 1Pet. 3.9,10,

¢lamor, railing, {lander and evil fpeaking 3 1 Tim. 3.11.

Cvery kind' of ]ying &z dECE‘it ! foolifh talking, ]am. 4 11,12:.

{currilous jefting, and othér fuch fins of the Coloff 3. g%

tongue. On the contrary our fpeech fhould EPh- 5- 4.

always be with grace, ornamental to our pro: Col. 4. 6.

fefiion, feafoned with wifdom and religion, as |

with falt, that we may know how to anfwer

every man.  We fhould fpeak evil of no man,

and not be brawlers, but gentle, thewing all Tit. 3. 3

meeknefs unto all men. In a word, we muft

fpeak as thofe who expeét to be judged by the

Gofpel, which gives us only that true freedom Jam. 2. 12;

which confifts in willing fubjection to the jaw

and government of Chrift : remembring that o

by our words, as well gs ations, we fhall be Matt. 12.37,

judged at the laft day. ' |

* *Tqmpe‘ram:g,;

CrrisTrans are required to be fober and ©0r9-24:25

temperate in all things 5 in the ule of meatéci ; Thefl.¢ 6

. : < and- ©
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“a‘nd drinks, rappa'f:] and all the enjoy ments

and pleafures of life. The narural appeties
are to be governed with wildom and refoluri-
on, that we may not abulc any thing, which
God hath created and given us for our hea th
and comfort, by finful excefles.  Drauitkeninefs
1s ranked among the works of the fleth, which
thut men out from the kingdom of God : and

LuL 21, 14, fluttony or luxurious mdulncnce In cating s

Rom. 144 14,

Prudence end
diligence in
the affairs of

this life.
Rom. 12.11.

EJ)I]. 4, 28,

equally cenfured both by impmre and realon,
We are taught rather to reltrain our liberty,
even in things in themfelves lawful, than, un-
der the pretence of freedom, to venture too
far on the borders of fin, or offend the weak
confcience of a brother.  They arc enemies
to the crofs of Chnft, who make the belly

. their idol, who glory in their fhame, and mind

earthly things 3 and it is one of the marks of
the great apoftacy of the latter days, that men
will be lyvers of pleafures,more than lovers of God,
Though all things are ]awal wlich were de-
ﬁﬂ‘ned for the ule of man, yet all things are
not expedient, and we muft not be bEOUth
under the power of any : meats are for the

belly, and the belly for mears 3 but it muit
be remembred that God will dtlt"oy both 1t
and them, and 1t 1s difhonorable to a chrithian
to fuffer his {oul to be inflaved to things in
their own nature perithing, and which “muft
foon be deﬂmyed fince he profefles to be
fecking immortality.

As believers muft not be flothful in the

affaivs of their falvation, but fervent in {piri,
ferving the Lord 5 fo they ought to be dili-
gent 11 the common bufinefs 0‘“ life, worging

in [ome honeft colling,that they may not ﬁnl;
provide for themlelves and thole of their own.

honfe, but alfo have fome thmg o glve 1o him

that
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that needeth.  They are cenfured by the Apo- z Thefl 4
He as diforderly perfons who negleé? to, labor 6—15-
and earn their own bread, and idly [pend their

time from boufe to boufe, bufying theinfelves 1n
oiber WS Matlers. ‘

SecrT. IV.

Social Duties.

HRISTIANS ought to regard Fuflice as -L‘.“?!TF f"f“i
nne of the weighty things both of the et
Law and Gofpel.  Truth and honefly fhould Matt- 23. 23.
appear in all their dealings with men.  They 2 Cor. 1,12

mull not allow themlielves even in the moft 4 *
fecret fraud ; but are called to renounce the

hidden things of dihoneity, and every kind

of craft and deceit, as well as open theft and

robbery, and fhew themfelves liraelites indeed * Jobe 1- 47!
in whom is no guwle, _As they are required Pfal, 52. 1,2,
always to fpeak the truth from' the heart, {0 ; cor, -, 14
their whole conduét fhould be upright, and

therr fidelity thould appear in the performance pgy. (5. 2,48
of every promile, and the difcharge of every 11.7.
traft,  We muft remember that the righteous

Lord loveth righteoulnefs, and his counte-
nasce bzholdeth the vpright,

Berrevers muft be full of mercy and good Merey and
froits, kind, tenderhearted, abounding in eve- kindnefs.
iy good work, and ready to forgive the grea- Col. 3. 12.
telt injuries. They are taught to pity the z Cor. 8 7
afflicted, relieve the diftreffed, and freely dif- 15.& chap.g.
perfe and give to the poor. They are warn- ﬂ"ﬁugh“m' .
e to take heed of covetoufiefs, which is idola- e e
iry 5 and inftrudted to be good and merciful, colofr 3. ¢,
even as our Farher in heaven is merciful, and .~
hot to be rigorous 1n exalling even their pro- Luk,gé'sfs'g_
per rights, but give up their juft claims ra- pg,,

. 28—
ther 42, 5 35
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the: then do any thing which hath the appesf:

ance of revenge or cruely.

. Curist hath given a fpecial cothniahd, that
Hufbauds thould love their Wivesy even as lie
hath loved the Church, to regard them even
as part of ther .owi bodies; and tenderly
cherith them as their own flcdh, fliewing no
bitternefs aganft them. He hath allo re.
quired #ives to {ubmit them!cives unto theie
own hufbands, to love them; and be under
becoming fubmiffion, taking pattérn frem that
love and reverence which the Church yiclds
to Chrift.  Children are required to obey theif
parents in the Lord, as what is juftly due
{rom them, and in fo doing encouraged to
hope for the promife of life remarkably an-
nexed to that firft command of the 2d Table;
¢« Honcur thy Father, and thy Mother. And
Parents are commanded to govefn thetr chil-
dren with fuch wifdom, kindnefs, and {teadi-
nefs, as not to provoke them by ili treatment;
or difcourage them trom their cuty 5 and to
take all proper pains to bring them up in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord. Scf-
wants are infliuted to be obedient to their
nuafters ; not with eye-fervice as men-pleafers;
but in finglenefs of heart feating God, doing
every thing heartily as'to the Lord and not
unto men ; pleafing them well in all things ;
noi an{wering again ; not pilfering or embez?
zeling their mafter’s goods, but fhewing all
good fidelity. And Maflers are required o
the other hand to treat their fervants well, to
forbear the feverity of threatnings, and give
them that which is juft and equal, knowing

. that they themfelves alfo have a Mafter in

heaven, Thus in every relation the Gofpel
teacheth us to adorn the doctrine of God our

Saviour, It
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7 is a good and pleafant thing for brethren Duties of

of the fame fam:ly to dwell together in unity : chriflian bre

and chriftians, being brethren, as they are all E’}Zi“gg

the children of God by faith, are required to Gal 3.26--23

maintain fervent charity among themfelves, ! Pet. 3. 8

and preferve the unity of the Spirit in the Epﬁ. fr -

bond of peace. They muft not feek every o

man his own things, but every one his bro- 1Cor. 10. 24;

ther’s welfare,  In managing all the affairs of

the chuich, as well as 3n their more private

converfation, their aim fhould be to edify one Rom. 14. 1q,

another. Every appearance of pride and vain

glory, envy, and ftrife, among chriftian bre- Gal. 5. 26+

thren, and every thing which tends to pro- Phil. 2. 4,

voke one another and caufe divifions and con- Jam. 3. 14~

tentions, muft be pronounced oppofite to that *¢:

wifdom which is from above : fuch things

proceed from a carnal {pirit and temper, and

are declared to be earthly, fenfual and devil-

ih.  Every chriftian ought to think foberly Rom, 12, 4,

and modeftly of himfelf, and inftead of being '

conceited of his own knowlege onattainments Phil. 2, 1

in grace, each fhould be ready to efteem ano- '¢:

ther better than himfelf. Chriftian brethren

ought to manifeft fincere love and tendernefs ¥ Theflg.14;

in exhorting, admonifhing and reproving each * hefl 315,

other. The gentleft methods fhould be ufed

to reclaim an offending brother, 1n a private

manner, before the church is informed againft

him, With all meeknefs, and pity, and with Matt.18.15-2

all proper allowances for humane infirmities, '*

we fhould tell him of his faults, and not bear

any fecret grudge in our hearts againft him, Lev. 19. 17,

or be fevere in our cenfures. We muft be

ready to forgive any perfonal injuries, though Mar, 6. 14,

often repeated, as God for Chrift’s fake hath 3.

forgiven us, and muft rejet none wholly from . L3'2“35_

Our charity, whom Chrift will not rejeét REH;_‘}‘I?’.

at the grear day according to the plain decla- 7
rations
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tations of the Gofpel.  And in all public ce:
Jures the Charch ovght to proceed according
Mat.18.15— to tiie rules which Chrift has given us {h hig
20, word, and 1mitate his example, who 1s touch.
Heb.z.17,18. ed with a feeling of our infirmities, and ha:h
4+ 14==10- compaffion on the ignorant and them that are
out of the way 3 and if a man be overtaken
Gal. 6. 1= in a fault, they which are {pirituat fhould be
ready to reftore fuch an one i the {pint of
mecknefs, confidering that they themiclves

alfo are hable to be tempted.

Hbnour to be | | ) |
given to the " To all the officers which Chrift ha$ ape

officers of the pointed in his Church due honor is to be

GBI naid, efpecially to thole who labor in word

t [im. 517 and doétrine, whom the Holy Ghoft haih

made Overfeers of the flock of God.  Asiitis

A zo. 17, the duty of the Elders'orOverfeers to feed that

1S flock whichChrift hath purchated with his own

z Tim.g.1,2. blood, by preaching the word, delivering to

them the dotrines and commands of Chriftt,

and admowmithing and governing the Church

2 Tim. 6, 3 according to s will declared in his word,

not as having dominion over their faith and

tPet. 5. 2,3. being lords over God’s heritage, but as help-

2Car. 5. 24+ rs ot their joy : {o on the other hand it i
t Thefl c.12, the duty of the brethren to know and efteem
13 thein very bighly in love for their work’s [ake,

Heb. 13. 17, and to ofey and fubmit themielves to their in-

ftruction and government, becaufe they watch

for {ouls as thofe who muft give an account.

And fince the benefit of the Church depends

much vpoan the good reputation of thole who

are 1Us inftructors and guides, chriftians ought

caretully to obferve that rule of the Gofpel,—

8 Tim.c 19. Againft an Elder recetve not an accufation, but

Pl i3, 3. before two or three witnelles—, and not calily
liften to every flanderous report, :

Ly
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It is an exprefs law of Chrift, that they whp flers.

preach the Gofpel fhould live of the Gofpel, ac- iCor.g 1=-14
cording to that antient command of the law 1 Tim.s. 18,
of Moles,—Thou fhalt not muzzle the mouth of Deut. 25. 4.
the ox that treadeth ont the corn.  Chriftians |
therefore muft not think 1t much, if they whole

bulinefs it 1s to fow to them {piritual things,

fhould reap fome reward in their carnal things,

and not bear their own charges while they

are Jaboring in the work of the Gofpel.

Many ncidental charges well neceflanily a- E’“”iﬁgﬂ to
rife in the Church in comm.n with every otber ﬂfe r;jﬁi fo
fociety, and every one ought cheerfully to con- -
tribue towards defraying them, out of love
to Chrift. But efpecially it is one effential Gal. 2. 1o,
part of chriftian fellowthip, that the Church

thould rake care of the poor members, and pro- Jam-2.13.-17
vide for the neceffary and comfortable fupply :F'” 3
of their wants., This is one of the molt di- 2Cor, 8.7, 8,
rect proofs of our love to Chriit, and for this 24 '
bufinels in a peculiar manner Deacons were A&. 6 1—7.
onginally appointed in the Church. Every 1Cor.16.1, 2.
member therefore ought, on all preper occa- |
fions, to fhew his readinels to all fuch woiks 2Cor.8 10.~y
of love, and give according to hjs ability for 15

the relief of the poor brethren, not by con- 9377
ftraint, but cheerfully and without grudging,

difcovering a bounuful difpofition, and not a ‘
fpitit of covetoulnefs ; for God loveth a

cheerful giver,

CurisTIANS are taught to De fubjet unto Subjeétion to
the higher powers, and to obey magiitrates f}'::tletmagl‘
in the exercile of their lawful authenty @ be- mp 0 |,
caufe the powers which are eftablifhed in the Rom.13. 1
world. are ordained of God, and fet up by his 0
provid -nce, not to be a terror to good works
but to the evil, They are minifters of God

H 2 for
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for good to them that do well 3 but reven.
gers to execute wrath and juft punifhmeng
upon them to do evil. Therefore- ¢hriltians
are commanded to be fubjed, not merely
through fear, but for confcience {ake, regard-
ine the wifdom, authority, and goodnels of
God 1n the providenttal inftitution of chvil
government, While they have “the fame
claim o all civil rights as other 'men, they
ought not to be turbulent and {editious, or
breakers of the public peace and order. Ouy
Lord bath taught us by his own example o
render untoCalar the things which be Clars,
and unto God the things which be God’s 5 1o
pay whatever tribute or tax 1s lawfully requir-
ed of us, and not willingly to offend againf}
eltablihed laws and cuftoms of government,
We are buund.to pray for Kings and all iy
authority, that we may lead a quict and prace-
able Lfe i all gediinefs and honefty,” In
matters of pure religion, we muft obey God
rather than man ; but in cavil matters we
muft fubmit 1o every oidinance of man for
the Lord’s iaiie, whether 1t be unto the King
as fopreme, or unto Governors. and other
magiftrates as appointed over us both by God
and the King ;5 for fo is the will of God that
by well doing we may put to filence the
ti;norance of foekfh men, when they accufe
chiriftians as encmies to the civil govern-
ment.  Thefe thort fentences ought always to
he remembred — Henour all men —. Love
tae brotbeibood —,  Fear God—, Honour 1he

K:'ﬁg —

Now to fum up all 5 1f chriftians defire to
be perfe@tly acquainted with the mind of
God, and praétice all the duties of religion,
they mult make the word of God their (‘;0“-

| jrant
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fant ftudy and meditation, and endeavor to 1Pets 2. 1,2
be more acquainted with thofe facred oracles

of truth which will teach them every part of

wifdom and righteouincfs, and furnifh them

thoroughly unto every good work : and be-

ing well inltructed in the holy fcriptures, and

praying always, they may hope for- the con- |
ftant direCtion and help of the holy Spirit in ! Joh. 2.2y,
order to the difcharge of their whole duty.

In all our condué&t towards men, that golden

role which our Lord hath given us will be

the beft general direCtory, — Whatfoever ye Matt. 7. 124
could that men fhould do unto you, do ye even
the [ame uinto them— : and as to cvery par-
ticular branch of true religion in the various _ -
circumftances which may occur, a well in- zg""- X ‘ﬁzi
lishtened and good confeience will be our faith- 't 3+ 11
ful monitor. |

-

Finarry, brethren, whatfoever things are Philip.4. 8,9;
true, honeft, juft, pure, lovely, of good re-
port 5 if there be any virtue 3 if there be any
praife ; we muft think on thefe things, and
be followers of thofe who have fet us the
moit eminent examples of an holy converfa-
ion. For if we are diligent in the praclice _
of thefe things, in confequence of that faith 2 Pet. 1. 54
which we profefs, we thall make our calling !
and election fure, and fhall never fall ; for 7
{o an entrance fhall be adminiftred to us a-
bundantly into the everlafting kingdom of

our Loord and Savior Jefus Chrift,

F I N I S
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