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AN
ELECTION SERMON.

e

T HIN K myfelf happy that, after reiterated

invitations ff'bm this honourable Court, I am
at length permitted by divine providence, though
under peculiar difficulties, and in the decline of
life, to appear in this place, and fpeak on this
public occafion, when the principal officers of
government are to be appointed to their feveral’
departments, according to the fuffrages of the peo-
ple. I will endeavor to give due honor to the ru-
lers of the people, while I declare, with f{implici-
ty of heart and honeft freedom, the admonitions
which the gréat Lord of the univerfe gives ; and
offer my beft thoughts as to the general adminif-
tration of public affairs, and the way to fecure the
profperity and happinefs of a nation.

There is a remarkable paragraph in the facred
writings, which may be very well accommodated
to my prefent purpofe, and merits particular at-

tention. You have it in
DEUT.
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PEUTERONOMY, IV, -8,

Bebold, I bave taught you flatutes and judgf;zent:,

" even as the Lord my God commanded me, that yeé
SEould do]a in the land whither ye go to poffefs it.
Kecp therefore and do them ; for this is your wif«
dom and your underflanding in the fight of the nati-
ons, who fhall bear all thefe flatutes, and [ay, furely
this great nation is a wife and underflanding peo-
ple : for what nation is there fo great, which bath
God fo nigh unto them as the Lord our God is in
all things that we call upon bim for 2 and what
nation is there fo great, which bath flatutes and
fudgments Jo rightecus as oll this law which I fet
before you this day.

E R E Mofes recommends to Ifrael the

ftrict obfervance of all the laws which he had
delivered to them by God’s command, relating both
to their civil polity and religion, as the fure way
to raifc their reputation high among all nations
as a wife and underftanding people ; becaufe no
other naticn was bleffed with fuch excellent nati-
onal laws, or the advantage of applying to the
oracle of the living God, and praying to him in all
difficulties, with affurancc that all their requefts
would be aniwer ed,

As
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As to every thing excellznt in their conftitution
of government, except what was peculiar to them
as a nation feparated to God from the reft of man-
kind, the Ifraclites may be confidered as a pattern
to the world in all ages ; and from them we may
learn what will exalt our charalter, and what will
deprefs and bring us to ruin.

Let us therefore look over their conftitution
and laws, enquire into their practice, and obferve
how their profperity and fame depended on their
ftri& obfervance of the divine commands both as
to their government and religion.

They had botha civil and military eftablifhment
under divine diretion, and a complete body of ju-
dicial laws drawn up and delivered to them by
Mofes in God’s name. They had alfo a form of
religious worfhip, by the fame authority, minute-
ly prefcribed, defigned to preferve among them
the knowledge of the great Creator of the Uni-
verfe, and teach them to love and ferve him ;
while idolatry prevailed through the reft of the -
world : and this religion contained not only a
public ritual, but a perfe&, though very concife,
fyftem of morals, comprehended in ten commands,
which require the perfettion of godlinefs, benevo-
* lence, and reitude of condu®,.

When
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When firft the Ifraclites came out from the
bondage ot Egypt, they were a multitude without
any other order than what had been kept up, very
feebly, under the ancient patriarchal authority.
They were fuddenly collected i into a body under
the conduét of M'd.("es, without any proper na‘ti'bn-
al or military regulatibh Yet in the fhort fpace
of about three months after they had pafied the red
fea, they were reduced into fuch civil and military
ordcr, blended tocrether by the advxce of Jethro,
as was well adapted to their circumftances i in the
wildernefs while deftitute of property. Able men
were chofen out of all their tribes, and made cap-
tains and rulers of thoufands, hundreds, fifties and
tens : and thefe commanded them as rmhtary of-
ﬁcers, and ated as judges in matters of common

controverfy.

But the great thing wanting was a permanent
conftitution, which might keep the people peace-
able and obedmnt while in the defert, and after
they had gained poﬁ'eﬂ' on of the promifed land.
Therefore, upon the complaint of Mofes that the
burden of government was tob heavy for him, God
commanded him to bring feventy men, chofen
from among the elders and officers, and prefent
them at the tabernacle; and there he endued

them
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them with the fame fpirit which was in Mofes,
that they might bear the burden with him. Thus
a Senate was evidently conftituted, as neceflary
for the future government of the nation, under a
chief commander. And as to the choice of this
Senate, doubtlefs the people were confulted, who
appear to have had a voice in all public affairs
from time to time, the whole congregation b‘eing'
called together on all important occalions : the
government therefore was a proper republic, .

And befide this general eftablifhment, every tribe
had elders and a prince according to the patriar-
chal order, with which Mofes did not interfere ;
and thefe had an acknowledged right to meet and
confult together, and with the confent of the con-
gregation do whatever was neceflary to preferve
good order, and promote the common intereft of
the tribe. So that the government of cach tribe
was very fimilar to the gencral government.
There was a Prefident and Senate at the head of
cach, and the people aflembled and gave their voice

m all gréat matters : for in thofe ages the people
m all republics were entirely unacquainted with

the way of appointing delegates to act for them,
which 1s' a very cxcellent modern Improvement

in the managenient of republics,
B Moereover,
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Moreover, to compleat the eftablifhment of civil
government, courts were to be appointed in eve-
ry walled city, after their fettlement in Canaan,
and clders moft diftinguithed for wifdom and inte-
grity were to be made judges, ready always to fit
and decide the common controverfies within their
refpeCtive jurifdictions. The people had a rnight
likewife to appoint fuch other officers as they
might think neccffary for the more effe&tual execu-
tion of juftice, according to that order given in
Drut. 16. 18, 19.— Sudges and officers fbalt thou
¢ make thee in ail thy gates which the Lord thy God
s giveth thee throughout thy tribes; and they fball
¢ judge ile pecple wwith juft judgment : thou fhalt not
Cawreft judgment ;5 thou fhalt not refpelt perfons, neither
“take a gift; for a gift doth blind the eyes of tizife,
“ and pervert the words of the righteous.”—But from
thefe courtsan appeal was allowed in weighty caufes
to higher courts appointed over the whole tribe, and
in very great and difficult cafes to the fupreme au-
thority of the general Senate and chief magiftrate.

A government, thus fettled on republican prin-
ciples, required laws ; without which it muft
have degencrated immediately into ariftocracy, or
abfolute monarchy. But God did not leave a peo-
ple, wholly unikilled in legiflation, to make laws

for
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for themfelves: he took this important matter
wholly into his own hands, and befide the moral
laws of the two tables, which directed their con-
du& as individuals, gave them by Moies a com-
plete code of judicial laws. ‘They werc not nume-
rous indeed, but concife and plain,and eafily apph-
cable to almoft every controverfly which might a-
rife between man and man, and cvery criminal cale
which might require the judgment of the court.
Of thefe fome were peculiarly adapted to their na-
tional form, as divided into tribes and families al-
ways to be kept diftinct; others were efpecially
fuited to the peculiar nature of the government as
a theocrafy, God himflf being eminently theirking,
and manifefting himfelf among them in a vifible
manner, by thecloud of glosy in the tabernacle and
temple. ‘This was the reafon why blafphemy, and
all obftinate difobedience to his laws, were confi-
dered as high treafon, and punifhed with dcath‘;
efpecially idolatry, asbeing a crime againft the
fundamental principles of  the conftitution. But
far the greater part of thejudicial laws were found-
ed on the plainimmutable principles of reafon, juf-
tice, and focial virtue ; fuch as are always neceffary
for civil fociety. Life and property were well
guarded, and punifhments were equitably adaptzd
to the nature of every crime: in particular,
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murder ftands foremoft among capital crimes,
and is defined with fuch precifion, and fo clearly
diftinguifhed from all cafes of accidental and un-
defigned killing, that the innocent wereinno dan-
ger of punifhment, and the guilty could not ef-
cape. And if we ftill pay regard to this divine
law, which 1s evidently founded on reafon and juf-
tice, the modern diftinction of manflaughter muft
be rejected as a popifh ™ invention, contrived and
added in times when fuperftition reigned and
claimed a power above all laws. Thefe laws
were fufficient for a nation which had but
little commerce abroad ; efpecially as the oracle
of Jehovah might be confulted in all cafes of a
very extracrdinary nature,

Let us now confider the national worfhip which
God eftablifhed among his people; on which their
obedience to the moral law - very much depended :
for unlefs thcy paid conftant reverence and ho-.
mage to their God, agreeable to his nature and
will, they would foon break loofe from all other
obligations to morality,

Now as to their ritual ; however contemptible,
and even ridiculous, it may feem to men whofe
ideas are all modern, and who proudly contemn

divine



-~

¢ 13 )
divine revelation ; and notwithftanding it is now
abrogated by a far more glorious revelation of
gracc and truth by Jefys Chrift ; no religious in-
ftitution could be more perfectly accommodated
to thofe early ages of the world, and the fituation
of the Ifiaelites in the midft of idolaters, or better
prepare the way for the truth and mercy of the gof-
pel. In thofe ages theminds of men were not fuffi-
ciently cultivated to reccive that religion which 1s
{piritual and fimple, detached from fenfible obje&s,
and deftitute of worldly grandeur.  Other nations
worfhipped their gods with an endlefs variety of
fuperftitious rites, a multitudé of coftly facrifices,
and all kinds of external pomp, which they fanci-
ed would be acceptable to deities to whom they
attributed the imperfections and even the worft vi-
ées of men. Their worfhip gratified all the fenfes,
was accommodated to every paflion and luft, and
indulgent to grofs immoralities ; it not only cap-
tivated vulgar minds, but bound the greateft he-
roes, politicians, and phil_dfophcrs, fait in the
chains of fuperftition. Therefore it was neceffary
that the worfhip of the true God fhould not be
deftitute of that fplendour which, in thofe ages,
ftruck the minds of men with awe and reverence,
Without fome magmﬁcence the beft religion would

have appeared contemptible in the view of the
world;
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world ; and the Ifraclites themfelves, dazzled with
the pageantry of idols, would almoft inevitably
have been captivated ; as, notwithftanding every
guard which could be placed about them, we find
the fafhion of the reft of the world had furprifing
power over them. But the ceremonies of worthip
i which God commanded his people to obferve,
were not, like thofe of the heathen, inhuman,
frantic, obfcene, varted a thoufand ways according
to the different charaters of their gods; no, but
- by infinite wifdom they were calculated to promote
the knowledge of the divine perfetions, and obe-
dience to the laws of rightcoufnefs, and give the
moft encouraging hope in the goodnefs and mercy
of God. The ritual of the Ifraelites was rational,
fober, uniform, plainly intended to exhibit the
majefty, purity, and mercy of the eternal king ;
to humble men before him under a continual fenfe
of guilt; and to affure true penitents of free par-
don by virtue of the appointed facrifices, which
were types of that one facrifice which Chrift
has offered for the fins of the world. And toren-
der their worfhip more ftriking in their own view;
and in the eyes of the world, their tabernacle and
temple, their priefthocd with its ornaments, their
folemn affemblies and great feftivals, were decent
| and
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and magnificent beyond every thing feen among
the nations around.

How unexampled was this quick progrefs of
the Ifraclites, from abject flavery, _ignoranl“?, and
almoft total want of order, to a national efta-
blithment perfected in all its parts far beyond all
other kingdoms and States! from a mere mob, to
a well regulated nation, under a government and
laws far fuperior to what any other nation could
boaft !

It was a long fime after the law of Mofes was
given before the reft of the world knew any thing
of govern.ment by law. Where kings reigned their
will was a law., Where popular governments
were formed, the capricious humour of the multi-
tude ordered every thing juft according to prefent
circumftances ; or their fenators and judges were
left to a& according to their beft difcretion. It
was fix hundred years after Mofes before the Spar-
tans, the moft famous of the Grecian republics,
received a very imperfedt, and in fome particulars
very abfurd code of laws from Lycurgus. After
this feeble attempt of legiflation, three hundred
years iore elapfed before Solon appeared and gave
lav._rs to Athens, though a city Jong famous for

arms,
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ér;xis, arts, eloquence, and philofophy. And it w4
about five hundred years from the firft founding of
the celebrated Roman empire, and nearly three
hundred years after Solon, before the firt laws of
that c?npire were imported from Greece in twelve

-

tables, by ten embafladors fent there for that pur-
pofe. But even when that empire had attained the
fummit of glory, and legiflation was carried to great
perfetion, however well adapted to a government
fo extenfive and complicate their laws might be,
they were far from being worthy to be compared
with the laws of Ifracl, as to the fecurity of life,
Iiberty, property, and public morals : and as to
their religion, which was from the beginning in-
terwoven with the ftate, inftead of receiving any
greater perfeftion from the increafe of knowledge,
wealth and power, it only bccame a more abun-
dant congeries of ridiculous and deteftable fuper-
ftitions. Morecover ; when the Roman empire
was overwhelmed and deftroyed by an inundation
of barbarous nations, and many kingdoms were
ereQed in Europe out of its ruins by the conquer-
ors, laws were extin¢t under the feudal fyftem;
the will of the barons was a law for their vaffals ;
and but a few centuries have paft fince kings be-

gan to introduce law into their courts of juftice.
And



( 7 )

And now, though legifiation has been cartied to
fuch perte@ion in Great Britain, thiat land of know-
ledge and liberty, yet in a political and judicial
view the laws of that kingdora may be charged
with many gieat faults, which ought not to be
copied : particularly, the tedioufnefs, voluminous
bulk, intricacy, barbarcus Janguage; and uncer-
tain operation of many of them as to equity,
ought to be avoided by legiflators who with for
an ealy and fpeedy courfe of juftice among a free
people. And perhaps our own courts might be
fo reformed as to prevent cafes of inconfiderable
value, and eafy decifion, from rifing through all
the ftages of the law. Againft thefe imperfecti:
ons good provifion was made in the law of Moics,
and it might be much for cur advantage to pay
greater attention to that examplz. |

Upon a review of what has been faid, muft it
not appear quite unaccountable, that the Ifracl-
itcs fhould fo fpeedily attain to fuch an height of
good policy and legiflation, beyond all other na-
tions ? Are we not conftraiiied to acknowlcge an
immediate interpoﬁtié’n and diretion of heaven ?
Had the unexperienced muizitude been left to
themfelves to draw up a £ {tem of civil and miili-

C tary



( 18 )

tary government for themfelves, it would have
been entirely beyond their abilities to comprehend
fo complicated a fubject ; they muft have commit-
ted innumerable miftakes, in attempting to intro-
duce and eftablifh it ; they would have been in
dariger of jarring opinions, tumults, and infur-
retions ; and probably before the defign could
be effe@ted, difcouragement and confufion would
have forced them to furrender into the hands of
defpotifm. But their God provided every thing
neceffary for their happinefs, and nothing more
was left to their own wifdom than to fubmit to
his authority; and adhere ftriftly to his com-
mands : by this, their reputation among the na-
tions would have been equal to the excellency of
their laws.

But now you may fay,—Why then were they
not univerfally celcbrated ? Why did not princes
and politicians from all parts of the world vifit
them, to learn maxims of polity from fo well re-
gulated a nation ? Why did not philofophcrs
come, and enquire into that fyftem of religicn
and wmorality which carried virtue to fuch an
aeigth of perfetion ? Surely a nation, of which
all the parts were fo firmly cemented, muft be
ftrong and formidable : a people, who enjoyed the

moft rational liberty, and yet were under the moft
voluntary
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volungary and abfolute fubjetion to authority,
free from all the convulfions and revolutions
which frequently arife from the raging folly of
the populace, muft become famous : a wife and
impartial adminiftration of juftice, according to
the moft excellent laws, by which all were kept
in perfett fecurity and peace, could not but be
admired : and the commerce of a people, whofe
morals were governed by the beft precepts, whofe
word might be trufted, who practifed no kind of
fraud, and whofe bechaviour was always benevo-
lent, fober, prudent, and fincere, muft be highly
valued by the world. Whereas on the contrary,
the Ifraclites were often weak, diftrefled, and ge-
nerally defpifed and hated by all their neighbours.
—The plain anfwer to this objection 1s—They
never adhered in practice either to the principles
of their civil polity or religion : but on their
practice depended the profperity and honor of the
nation. ‘They rcceived their law from God, but
tucy did not keep it. ‘They neglected their go-
vernment, corrupted their religion, and grew dif-
folute in their morals, and in fuch a fituation no
nation under heaven can profper.

Let us view their ftate, in the firft place, under
- the judges. Tho’ the national fenate was inftitu-

LA
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ted for the affiftance of Mofes as captain-general
and judge of the nation, and this was a plain in-
timation that in all fucceeding times fuch a fenate
was nieceflary for the affiftance of the fupreme ma-
giltrate: yet after Jothua and the elders of his
tims veere dead, it does not anvear that they took
the leait care to fill their places. They left all the
affairs of the nation to chance, or extraordinary
providence, and had no chief commander, except
when God in compaflion to them in their troubles
raifed up judges for their deliverance. And as
they fuffered the ganeral government to drop, we
may well think them as carelefs of the govern-
ment of the particular tribes. In each tribe, as
we have obferved, a government ought to have
been kept up fimilar to the national authority, by
the elders and prince of the tribe. But we find this
reimark repeatedly made in the book of Judges—
«“ In thofe days there was no king in Ifrael, but cvery
“ sman did that which was right in his own eyes”—
that is in plain terms, there was no authority any
where, bat every man was left to alt as he pleafed.
No wonder therefore if they were weak in council
and war, and expofed on every fide to the infults of
their neighbours, being unable to unite in their
own dcfence. ‘This negle&t of government was

wholly incxcufable: for however they might plead,
that
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that Mofes, and Jofhua, and the feventy elders,
were of God'’s immediate appointment, and that
they had no warrant to fill up their places; they
could not but know they had an undoubted
right to provide for their own welfare, efpecially
when there was o plain anintimation that the fame
government was to be continued. If they were
at a lofs what to do, they had the greateft Oracle
in the world among them, and they ought to have
enquired of God, their king, how to proceed and
what perfons to choofe. Nay, they were fome
times fenfible enough of their right to appoint a
chief commander, and ¢ven to make the command
hereditary, as appears by the addrefs to Gideon—
““ Rule thou over us ; both thou, and thy fon, and thy
“ for's fon alfo ;”—by the choice which the She-
chemites made of Abimelech to be their king ;.
and by Jephtha's bargain with the Gileadites to
be their head and captain, if he fought for them a-
gainft the Ammonites. By all this we may plain-
ly fee that the general negleét of government is
to be charged as the fault of the people.

And now we cannot wonder if courts of juftice
ceafed, when the higher powers of government
were wanting. Thefe courts, which fhould have

| been
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been continued in every walled city, dwindled
way and came ta nothing ; crimes were un-
punifhed, and the moft abominable vices fpread
their infeCtion through all ranks. No law was
executed to deter men from murders, robberes,
rapes, or any other kind of wickednefs. This
is evident by the cafe of the Levite whofe concu-
bine was abufed to death by the mob of Benjamites
at Gibeah : the city in general difcovered no dif-

pofition to do juftice upon the offenders ; there
were no judges near, to whpm complaint might
be made ; nay, it feems the whole tribe were rea-
dy to abett the crime rather than punifh it ; nor
was there any authority in the nation to take cog-
nizance of the matter ; and therefore the Levite
was obliged to take a method, fhocking to huma-
nity, in order to excite the indignation of the other
tribes, and bring their forces againft the Benjamites
to their deftru&ion.

We have alfo good reafon to think the military
affairs of the nation werc not in a much better
ftate than the civil. They could not wholly omit
the carc of their militia, becaufc they were
continually expofed to wars in their own defence.
It was neceflary to provide officers, and keep up
fome degree of difcipline ; but they were very defi-

cient
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cient in this refpe®, efpecially as to fuperior
command. In almoft every battle, againft the -
moft contemptible of their neighbours, they were
unfuccefsful ; and were ravaged, plundered, and
brought under tribute by all in their turns, and
delivered only when God mercifully interpofed
by raifing up a General in an extraordinary way.
On an alarm, inftead of forming a regular army,
they feem to have ran together fuddenly from ail
quarters, without order, as if to ftop a conflagrati-
on. Such difunited undirected force was never
able to fuftain a heavy attack, but gave every in-
vader an eafy victory.

But that which was the main fource of all their
diforder and mifery, was—their negle®ing and
corrupting that religion which God commanded:
As long as thofe elders lived, who were with
Jofhua, and had feen all the great works of the
Lord which he did for Ifrael, the people adhered
to the worthip of the true God as prefcribed in the
law : but when they were dead, the impreffions
which had been made by miracles wore off, as is
natural ; and they grew regardlefs of the worfhip
of the fanctuary, gave fcope to their own imagi-
nations, and foon made a mixtare of all the fuper-

ftitions and idolatrics of the heathen with the
worfhip
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worfhip of Jehovah. Theykept up no method of
religious inftruttion ; and as they grew more and

more ignorant, they thought it too inconvenient
to travel {o often from all parts of the country, to
offer facrifices at the tabernacle, though it was very
centrally placed at Shiloh, not much more than
eighty miles diftant from the remoteft towns ; but
every man chofe to worfhip ncarer home : and fo
they made groves, and built altars for themfelves,
and foon fect up images of Baal, Afhteroth, and
other gentecl deities which their neighbours wor-
fhipped. By thefe idols, however, they pretended
to worfhip the true God, and brought facrifices
.after their own hearts ; fr they imagined that
all kinds'of religion came much to the fame thing,
and whether precif:ly agreeable to the command
or not, would be acceptable, if they were fincere.
Thus Micah made images, and procured a prieft
in his own houfe, which the children of Dan after-
wards took ¢ away, and fixed in their new conquer-
ed city, in the northern bounds of Canaan, where
this idolatry continved until the ten tribes were
carried into captivity ; and Joafh, the father of
Gideon, had a grove, and an altar of Baal, for his
own family ; likewife Gideon himfelf, though

hlgh‘y honoured of God in being the deliverer of
Ifrael
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Ifrael from the Midianites, made an ephod, which
was foon the occafion of fuperftitious worfhip,
and drew him and the people from attending at
the tabernacle.

Now by the foregoing view of the general ftate
of the nation during the time of the judges, we
may plainly fee the reafon why, inftead of rifing
to fame by the perfettion of their polity, religion,
and morals, their charater funk into contempt.
But let us fee whether they condutted better after-
wards, under their kings.

It was their crime to demand fuch a king as

was like the kings of other nations, 7. e. a king
with the fame abfolute power, to_command all
according to his own pleafurc. In this view God
only was their king, and the head of the nation
was only to be his vicegereat. Therefore as they
had implicitly rejeted the divine geverfiment, God
gave them a king in his anger; the confequence
of which was, the total lofs of thcir republican
form of government, and fad experience of the ef-
fects of defpotic power. Indeed their religious
cftablithment, which had teen very much impair-
ed in the days of the judges, was reftored, and
brought to its grcatcft glory, by David the moft

pious, and Solomon the wifeft of Lings; and dur-
D g
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ing their reigns, the nation gained the heigth of
grandeur; but no national fenate was appointed,
and the power of the kings continued to be def-
potic, and fo the days of their profperity were foon
over. As foon as Rehoboam afcended the throne
he openly avowed the moft defpotic pringiples, fo
that ten tribes revolted; and made Jeroboam their
king. Jeroboam, out of policy; to prevent a re-
union with Judah by means of the temple worfhip,
placed two calves at ~the extremities of his king-
dom, and perfuaded the people to worfhip God
by them inftead of going to Jerufalem: and this
falfe worfhip, together with a multitude of other
idolatries introduced by this means, wasthe religi-
on of the ten tribes, until they were captivated by
the king of Affyria, and difperfed and loft among
the nations. Nor did Rehoboam pay greater re-
gard to the law of Mofes ; for he built high-pla-
ces, and made images and groves on every high
hill and under every green tree, and did according
to all the abominations of the heathen ; and in
confequence of this, every kind of vice, and even
fodomy, prevailed in the land. From this time
the propenfity of the people to idolatry increafed, fo
that they readily followed the examples of fucs
ceeding bad kings, and 1t beé_ame a very difficult
tafk for the beft to make an cffectual reformation.
Nor
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Nor is it to be wondcred at that falfe religion fo
cafily gamed ground ; for the people grew very
ignorant : no care was taken to inftruét them,
in their feveral cmes, in the law of God ; but,
bcmg without teachers, they were very little ac-
quainted with their awn religious inftitutions.—
For this reafon when good king Jehothaphat re-
folved upon a reformation in church and flate,
after having taken a circuit thro’ his kmgdom to
¢ bring the people back to the Lord God of their fa-
¢ thers, be fent out fome of bis principal officers, with
¢ priefs and levites, to teach the people in the cities of
¢ Yudab 5 and thefe carried the book of the law with
¢ them, and went about throughout all the cities of
¢ Fudab, and taught them that religion which God
¢ commanded by Mofes.) It Likewife appears by
what immediately follows this account of his
proccedmgs, that there had been a long omlﬂ’lon
of the adminiftration of juftice in the cities ; tha
no courts had been kept up by preceeding kings,
or fuch as were corrupt, in which the judges pad
little regard to law and equity : for the kiag ﬁt
“ judges in the land, throughout all the ﬂnced cities
“ of Judab, city by city, and Jaid unto the judges, take
“ beed what ye do, for ye judge not for man but for
“ the Lord, who is with ybu in the judgment :—
s« wherefore now let the fear of Lord be upon you, take
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< beed and do it, for there is mo iniquity with the
“ Lord our God, nor refpeét of perfons, nor taking of
“ gifts.”  Repeated attempts were made by the
few pious kings, to put a ftop to the corruption:
of religion and morals ; but all in vain ; the people
relapfed again and again into ignorance, idolatry,
and wickednefs : their vices had increafed to the
utmof(t degree of enormity in Jeremiah'’s time ; and
their complicated crimes at length brought upon
them dcfolation and a long captivity.

And now let us jult take a glance at their gene-
ral ftate after the captivity in Babylon. When
thevy returned to their own land they endeavored
to confox m their rcligion and government to the
inofaic ' ftandard ; xdolatrx was entirely purged

; they difcovered great zeal for the law of
thexr God and the inftituted worfhip ; they ap-
pointed a general fenate of {eventy elders, called by
them the Sanhedrin, with a fupreme magiftrate at
the head, for the government of the nation; and
while their pious zeal contmued they grew and prof-
pered. But, according to the common courfe of
things in the wsorld, religion foon degencrated into
mere formﬂhty, without proper regard toits prin-
cipal intention, and became only a fhadow of that

delivered to their fathers; the affairs of ftate were
badly
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badly adminiftered, and the higheft honors were
gaiged by favor, bribery, or violence; hypo-
crify was fubftituted in the room of the trye fear
of God, and the pradtice of nghteoufnefs ; all the
vices natural to mankind daily increafed ; and fi-
nally they filled up the meafure of their fins by
crucifying the Lord of Glory, and rejetting his
gofpel, for which they have been made monu-
ments of thedivine difpleafure unto this dav,

Therefore upon the whole view we fee, that the
Ifraclites never attained to that fame and dignity
among the nations which their conftitution encou-
raged them to expect, becaufe they took little care
to practice agreably to the good ftatutes and judg-
ments given them by Mofes. Their conftitution
both of government and religion was cxccllent in
writing, but was never exemplified in fatt.

APPLICATION.

AND now, my fellow Citizens, and much ho-
norcd Fathers of the State, you may be ready to
afk—** Tq whar purpafe is this long detasl of antiqua-
ted biflory on this public occafion 2 "~ anfwer—
Examples are better than precepts ; and hiftory

15 the beft inftructor both in polity and morals.—
|
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Y have prefented you with the portrait of a nation,
highly favoured by Heaven’ with civil and weli-
gious inftitutions, who yet, by not unprovmg
“their  advantages, forfeited their bleﬂings, and
brought contempt and deftruction on themfelves.
If I am not miftaken, inftead of the twelve tribes
of Ifracl, we may fubftitute the thirteen States of
the American union, and fee this application
plainly offering itfelf, viz.—That as Ged in the
courfe of his kind providence hath given you an
| cxcellent conftitution of government, founded on
the m,oft ranonal eqmtable, and liberal prmc1plcs,
by which all that liberty is fecured which a people
can reafonably claim, and you are 1mpowered to
make rlghteous laws for promoting public order
and good morals ; and as he has moreover given
you by his Son Jefus Chn& who is far fu-

perior to Mofes, a complete revelation of his
will, and a perfect {yftem of true religion, plainly
delivered in the facred writings ; it will be your
wifdom in the eyes of the nations, and your true
“intereft and happinefs, to conform your pratice in,
the ftriteft manner to the excellent principles of
your govemment,'qdherc faithfully to the do@rineg
and commands of the gofpel, and practice every
public and private virtue. By this you will inq

creafe in numbers, wealth; and power, and obtain
reputation
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reputation and dxgmty ambng the nations : ‘where-
as, the contrary condu& will make you poor, dif-
treffed, and contemptible.—

The God of heaven hath not indeed. vifibly dif-
played the glory of his majefty and power beforé
our eyes, as he came down in the fight of Ifrael
on the burning mount ; nor has he written with
hisown finget the laws of our civil polity ¢ but the
fignalinterpofitions of divine provxdencc, in faving
us from the vengeance of a powerful irritated na-
tion, from which we were unavoidably feparated
by their inadmiffible claim of abfolute parliamen-
tary power over us; in giving us a WASH-
INGTON to be captain-general of our armies ;
in carrying us through the various diftreffing
fcenes of war and defolation, and making us twice
triumphdnt over numerous armies, furrounded
and captivated in the midft of their career ; and
finally giving us peace, with alarge territory, and
acknowledged independence ; all thefe laid toge-
ther fall little fhort of real mirac'es, and an hea-
venly charter of liberty for thefe United-States.
And when we refle&, how wonderfully the order
of thefe ftates was preferved when government was
diffolved, or fupported only by fecble props; with
how much fobriety,wifdom,and unanimity they for-

med
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med and received the diverfified yet fimilar conftitu-
tionsin thedifferent ftates ; with what prudence,fide-
lity,patience, and fuccefs, the Congrefs have manag-
ed the general government,under the great difadvan-
tages of a very imperfe& and impotent confedera-
tion ; we cannot but acknowledge that God hath
gracioufly patronized our caufe, and taken us un-

der his fpecial care, as he did his ancient covenant
people.

Or we may confider the hand of God in ano-
ther view. Wifdom is the gift of God, and focial
happinefs depends en his providencial govern-
ment ; therefore, if thefe flates have framed their
conftitutions with fuperior wifdom, and fecured
their natural rights, and all the advantages of foci-
ety, withgreater precaution than other nations, we
may with good reafon affirm thatGod hath given
us our government ; that he hath taught us good
ftatutes and judgments, tending to-make us great
and refpectable in the view of the world. Only
one thing more remains to complete his favor to-
ward us; which is, the eftablifhment of a general
government, as happily formed as our particular
conftitutions, for the perfect union of thefe ftates.
Without this, all that we glory in is loft ; but if
this thould be effected,wec may fay with the greateft

JOYs
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joy,=—¢ God hath dome great things for us."—The
general form of fuch 2 conftitution hath already
bcen drawn up, and prefented to the people, by a
convention of the wifeft and moft celebrated pa-
triots in the land : eight of the ftates have ap-
proved and accepted it, with full teftimonies of
joy : and if it paffes the fcrutiny of the whole,
and recommends itfelf to be univerfally adopted,
we fhall have abundant rcafon to offer elevated
thankfgivings to the fupreme Ruler of the uni-
verfe for a government completed under his di-
reftion¥,

Now our part is to make a wife improvement
of what God grants us, and not neglett or defpife
cur diftinguithing privileges : for the beft confti-
tution, badly managed, will foon fall, and be
changedintoanarchy or tyranny. Without conftant
care of your families, you will have bad fervants,

® Seom after this Sermon was delivered, the Convention of the
State of New-Hampfhire, met according te 8djournment, and on
the twency firft day of June accepted thepropofes general Conflitu-
tionof government. This being the ninth State whi~h has acceded to
this formof national Unicn,i:will be carried into e & ; and thereis
no reafon to doubt of the fneedy accetfion of all the other States,
which are sow debating on the important queftion. May all rejoice in
the Lerd, who has formed us into a patian, and homour him as our
Judge, Lawgiver, and King, who hath faved us, and will fave us
f:om all enemies and fear:, if we thankfally receive and rightly
smprove his great mercics.

and
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and your eftates will be wafted. So we muft pay con-
ftant attention to the great family, if we defire to
be a free and happy people.

The power in all our republics is acknowleged
to originate in the people : it is delegated by them
to every magiftrate and officer ; and to the people
all in authority are accountable, if they deviate
from their duty, and abufe their power. Even
the man, who may be advanced to the chief com-
mand of thefe United States, according to the
propofed conftitution ; whofe office refer..bles that
of a king 1n other nations, which has always been
thought fo facred that they have had no conception
of bringing a king before the bar of juftice ; even
he depends on the choice of the people for his
temporary and limited power, and will be liable
to impeachmient, trial, and difgrace for any grofs
mifconduct. On the people, therefore, of thefc
United-States it depends whether wife men, or
fools, good or bad men, fhall govern them ; whe-
ther they fhall have righteous laws, a faithful ad-
miniftration of government, and permanent good
order, peace, and liberty ; or, on the contrary,
feel infupportable burdens, and fec all their affairs
tun to confufion and ruin.

Therefore,



( 35

Therefore, I will now lift up my voice, and
cry aloud to the people; to the people of this
State in particular, whom I will confider as pre-
fent by their reprefentatives and rulers, and the
congregation here colle@ed from various towns.—
Rise ! Rise to fame among all nations, as a wife
and underftanding people ! political life and death
are fet before you ; be a free, numerous, w:ll or-

dered, and happy people ! The way has been
plainly fet before you; if you purfue it, your
profperity is fure ; but if not, diftrefs and ruin
will overtake you.

Preferve your government with the utmoft at-
tention and folicitude, for it is the remarkable gift
of heaven. From year to year be careful in the
choice of your reprefentatives, and all the higher
powers of government. Fix your eyes upon men
of good underftanding, and known honefty ; men
of knowledge, improved by experience ; men who
fear God, and hate covetoufnefs ; who love truth
and righteoufnefs, and fincerely wifh the public
welfare. Beware of fuch as are cunning ra-
ther than wife ; who prefer their own intereft
to every thing ; whofe judgment is partial, or fic-
kle ; and whom you would not willingly truft
with your own private interefts, When meetings

are
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are called for the choice of your rulers, do not
carelef5ly neglet them, or give your votes within-
difference, juft as any party may perfuade, or a
fordid treat tempt you ; but a& with ferious deli-
beration and judgment, as in a moft important
matter, and let the faithful of the land ferve you.
Let not men openly irreligious and immoral be-
come your lcgiflators; for how can you expect
good laws to be made by men who have no fear
of God before their eyes, and who boldly trample
on the authority of his commands ? And will not
the example of their impiety and immorality de-
feat the efficacy of the beft laws which can be
made in favour of religion and virtue? If the le-
giflative body are corrupt, you will foon have
bad men for Counfellors, corrupt Judges, unqua-
lificd Juftices, and officers in every department
who will difhonor their ftations ; the confequence
of which will be murmurs and complaints from
every quartcr.—Let a fuperior character point
out the man who 1s to be your head; for much
depends on his infpection and carc of public affairs
and the influence of his judgment, advice and con-
duét, althcugh his power is circumicribed : in
this choice therefore be always on your guard
againft parties, and the methods taken to make in-
tereft for unworthy men, and let diftinguifthed mee
' It



rit always determine your vote.—And when all
places in government are filled with the beft men
you can find, behave yourielves as good fubjelts ;
obey the laws; cheerfully fubmit to fuch tax- -
ation as the neceffities of the public call for ; give
tribute to whom tribute is due, cuftom to whom
cuftom, fear to whom fear, and honor to whom
honor, as the gofpel commands you. Never give
countenance to turbulent men, who wifth to dif-
+'nguifh themfelves, and riic to power, by form-
ing combinations and exciting infurre@ions againft
government : for this can never be the right way
to redrefs real grievances, fincc you may not only
prefer complaints and petitions to the court, but
have the very authority, which you think has been
mifufed, in your own power, and may very fhort-
ly place it in other hands. How happy was it for
this ftate, that the infurrc@tion, attempted here
two Years ago, was fo feafonably and with fo little
difficulty fuppreflfed, when the neighbouring ftate
was brought into fuch a difficult and critical fi-
tuation by the diftradted populace, and has now

{carcely recovered fram that violent political pa-
roxifm. |

I call upon you alfo to fupport {chools in all
your towns, that the rifing gencration may not
| grow
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grow up in ignorance. Grudge not any expence
proporti'onate to your abilities. It is a debt you
owe to your children, and that God to whom they
belong ; a neceffary evidence of your regard for
their prefent ar:d future happinefs, and of your
concern to tranfmit the bleflings you yourfelves
enjoy to future generations. The human mind
without early and continual cultivation grows
wild and favage : knowledge muft be inftilled as
its capacitics gradually enlarge, or it cannot ex-
pand and extend its fphere of a&tivity. Without
inftruction men can have no knowledge but what
comes from their own obfervation and experience,
and it will be a long time before they can be ac-
quainted even with things moft neceffary for the
fupport and comfort of the prefent life. Leave
your children untaught toread, write, cypher, &e.
teach them no trade, or hufbandry ; let them grow
up wholly without care ; and they will be more
fit for a favage than civil life, and whatever inhe-
ritance you may think to leave them will be of no
advantage. But, on the contrary, train them up
in the fear of God, in an acquaintance with his
word, and all fuch ufeful knowledge as your abi-
lities will allow, and they will foon know how

to providc for themfelves, perhaps may take care
of
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of their aged parents, and fill the varicus ftations
in life with honor and advantage. Look round
and fee the growing youth : they are to fucceed in
your ftead ; government and religion muft be con-
tinued by them ; from among thefe will fhortly
rife up our legiflators, judges, minifters of the gof-
pel, and officers of every rank. Can you think
of this, and not promote fchools; academies, and
colleges ? Can you leave the youth uninftru&ed in
any thing which may prepare them to act their
part well in the world ? will you fuffer ignorance
to fpread its horrid gloom over the land ? Au ig-
norant people will eafily receive idolatry for their
religion, and muft bow their necks to the tyrant’s
yoke, becaufe they are incapable of ufing rational
liberty. Will you then confign over your pofteri-
ty to foolith and abominable fuperftitions inftead
of religion, and to be the flaves of defpotifm, when
a fmall proportion of the produce of your labours
will make them wife, free, and happy ?

Will you heai me patiently a little farther,
while I fay one thing more of very great impor-
tance, which I darenot fupprefs.—1I call upon you
to preferve the knowledge of God in the land,
and attend to the revelation written to us from
heaven.  If you negle&t or renounce that religion

taught
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taught and commanded in the holy feriptures,
think no more of ficedom, peace, and happinefs ;
the judgments of heaven will perfueyou. Religi-
on is not a vain thing for you becaufe it is your
life : it has been the glory and defence of New-
England from the infancy of the fettlements ; let
it be alfo our glory and prote&ion. I mean no
other religion than what is divinely prefcribed,
which God himfelf has delivered to us with equal
evidence of his authority, and even fuperior to that
given to Ifrael, and which he has as ftri&ly com-
manded us to receive and obferve. ‘The holy
{criptures are given as the only rule of our faith,
worfhip and obedience, and if we are guided by
this perfect rule, we fhall keep the way of truth
and righteoufnefs, and obtain the heavenly glory.
We are now nomore at liberty to draw up fchemes
of religion for ourfelves, according to our own de-
ceitful reafonings and vain imaginations, or to
comply with the traditions and commands of men,
or fall in with the refinements of human wifdom
and the fathionable fentiments of the world, than
Ifracl was to fubftitute modes of ferving God dif-
ferent frem what he had cxprefily required. We
muft belicve what the Son of God, who made the
worlds, and was fent by theFather witha proclama-

tion of mercy to mankind, has declared to us. He
died
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died to redeem men from the fervitude of fin, and
reconcile them to God that they may be raifed to
life eternal ; and he is appointed to be like a fe-
cond Mofes, the captain of our falvaticn to conduct
us to heaven: to him therefore we muithearkenin
all things. The principal doftiines of his gofpel
are quite fimple, plain andimportant.  He tcaches
us that the commands of God reach to the inward
thoughts, principles, and aifettions of the heart,
as well as the outward condu&, and are as pure
and perfectas the divine nature ;—that according
to the laws of his moral government all men uni-
verfally are finners, and muft repent in order to
obtain mercy ;—that remiffion of fins is obtained
only by believing on his name, and thiough his
blood fhed for us on the crofs ;—that his difciples
muft receive his werd, and obey whatfosver he
hath commanded, endeavering to be holy in all
manner of converfation and avcid al! the vices and

corruptions of the world; that there will be a re-
furre@ion from the decad both of the juft and un-
juft; and aday of folemn judgment, when all man-
kind muft give an account of their conduét in this
world, and reccive their fentence from him whom
the Father hath conflituted tobe thejudge ; and that
in confequence of theti fentence mankind will de-
part into very op:poiite ftates ; the wicked into cver-
lafting punifhim-at, and the ightecns into life cter-
F nal,
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nal, the prefent vifible fyftem of nature being then
diffolved in flames.—In the belict of thefe plain
truths, and that worfhip and obedience connelted
with them, the religion of chriftians confifts. As
to worthip, no multiplied forms, and punctilious
cercmonies are prefcribed, which only ferve to
throw a vcil over the mind ; no certain modes are
made neceflary; but we muft worfhip God, who
is a fpirit, in fpirit and in truth, by prayer and
praife, with love and fear, hope and joy. For fuch
worfhip chriftians are united into focieties called
churches ; and are required toaflemble every Lord’s
day, that they may glorify God with one heart and
voice, and be inftructed and edified by his word,
and the two only ordinances of baptifm and the
Lord’s fupper; which are very fimple, but well
adapted to the nature and defign cf our religion.

The chriftian religion, therefore, is confined to
no particular nation, fet, or denomination; but
15 defigned to call all men to repentance and new-
1cfs of life ; to encourage their hope in the mercy
of God, thro’ the only mediator Jefus Chrift ; per-
fuade them to the moft cheerful, perfevering obe-
dience ; and comfort them, under all the labours
and forrows of the world, and the natural dread
of death, with the affurance of a glorious immor-
tality. ‘This religion may be belicved and practif-

ed,
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ed, fo as to anfwer the main purpofes of it, under
the various forms in which chriftian churches now
appear : juft as the principal ends of civil govern-
ment may'be obtained under the various conftitu-
tions which have taken place in different nations,
however one may be much morc eligible than a-
nother.

Therefore, regard not men who are continu-
ally crying up their own fe&, and employing their
utmoft zeal and art to profelytec men to their par-

ty : they aim to ftrengthen themiclves by your
numbers and puries, more than to fave yom fouls.
If any fay, to here is Chrift ! or %o there! go not
after them : for wherever his word abides, there is
Chrift ; in and by his word he is already with us,
and dwells in 'the hearts of believers. Liften to
no enthufiafts, who inftead of enlightening con-
found your underftandings ; and fubftitute folly,
nonfenfe, and hypocritical grimace, in the room of
a clear manifeftation of truth and conformity of
heart and life to the gofpel. Take heed of imbib-
ing the licentious principles of men who affect to
render all religion doubtful, by perfuading you
that cvery kind of religion 1s equally acceptable to
God if a man is but fincerc in it; for this renders
revclation ufelefs. Beware of recciving new opini-
ons, which militate with the plain and obv1ous)
meaning of ti:e word of Chrift, however they may
pretend
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pretc-x'ld to be clearer difcoveries of truth, and more
comfortable and benefictal to mankind : but ad-
here to the written word, taken in the moft natu-
ral fenfe, without forced allegories, whimfical con-
ftructions, or torturing criticifms ; efpecially hold
faft thofe doctrines which meet your eye in almoft
every page of the new teftament. Read and me-
ditate in the word of God day and night, and di-
ligently attend on the public miniftrations which
Chrift hath appointed in his church ; and confider
tlat as a truc church where the truth as it is in
Jefus is preached, 'and his plain inftitutions obferv-
ed, whatever the, particular form or depomination
may be, avoiding all contenticns and uncharitable
feparations.  Ec earneft to procure minifters, who
preach the uncorrupted doctrines ot the gofpel,
in al! your towns : let none of yeur parithes con-
tinue vacant thro’ indiflerence, negligence, or co-
vetoufnefs ; and never withhold from faithful mi-
aifters a comfortabie fupport. When we look
round and fce fo many churches deftitute of teach-
ers, contenting themiclves in the total neglect of
ﬂ? all divine inftitutions, have we not rcafon to fear
{ that God is departing from us ? And if our reli-
| gion is given up, all the liberty we boaft of wiil

"
|

foon be gone ; a profane and wicked pecple can-
d, not hope for divine blefiings, but it may be eafily
' foretold that ¢ evil will befall them in the latter days.’

" While



While I thus earneftly exhort you to religicn,
it muft be underftood as equally an exhortation
to every branch of morality ; for without this all
religion is vain. That excellent fentence of thc
wife king cught forever to be in our minds—
<« Righteoufnefs exalteth a nation, but fin is the reproach
of any pesple.”—Sobriety, good order, honetty, fide-
lity, induftry, frugality, and the like virtues muft
prevail ; public crimes againft perfon or property
muft be reftrained and punifhed ; or a people can-
not be happy. Therefore let all maintain reti-
tude of condut, and praQlife every thing virtuous
and praife-worthy among their neighbours, and be
juft and true in all their intercourfe and commerce.
Unite in affifting the government in the execution
of all good laws : and let all the members of the
body politic confider that their own happinefs de-
pends on the welfare of the wholc.

My fubje& hath lead me into this long and ear-
neft addrefs to the people. But it fuggefts fome
things which may properly be addrefled to this ho-
norable Court. Will you hear me patiently, while
with the utmoft refped, I fay a few words to ex-
cite the wife refleions of your own minds.

You will confider that you aflemble from time
to time as fathers of the large family, which de-
pends on you to take care of its general welfare,
and that no local views ought to govern you, nor

partial
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partial inftructions of your conftituents bind you
to a& contrary to the clear conviction of your own
minds. You will be cautious of forming partics
for any felfith purpofes, and of being toc hafty
in determining important matters, or too flow in
your proceedings when bufinefs is urgent. In or-
der to form a wife judgment of every thing that
comes before you, you are fenfible of the proprie-
ty of examining things to the bottom, attending
patiently to every argument on both fides, and afk-
ing confcience, rather than any friend, what ought
tobe done. Likefrugal houtholders you will fave all
unneceflary expences, and take good care of the trea-
fury ; but not fuffer the faithful fervants of the
State to be fo ftinted in their reward as to difcou-
rage them from their duty. Lay no grievous bur-
dens on the people beyond their abilities ; but take
. the carlieft, eafieft, and moft righteous methods to
reduce and pay off the public debt, unhappiiy in-
volved 1n all the perplexities occafioned by bound-
lefs emiffions of depreciating paper notes.  Be libe-
ral, yet frugal, in grants of moncy, according to
the exigencies of the public. Let no laws be want-
ing which good order, and the proper adminiftrati-
oi of government and jufticc require; but make
no law which eftablitheth iniquity. And may I
propofe it, as worthy of your confideration, whe-

ther fome reformation may not be ncceffary as to
procefles
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proceffes in cur courts of juftice : whether appeals
from court to court are not allowed beyond reafon
and equity, in the plaineft cafes, and of too trivial
value : by which fome of our courts are made mere
vehicles, juflice is delayed, and the law made unne-
ceflarily expenfive, tedious and vexatious ; and whe-
ther fome method may not be thought of to deter-
mine the judgment of caufes in lower or higher
courts in proportion to their value and importance.
I beg leave to fay one word as to rcligion.  With
refpect to articles of faith or modes of worfhip, ci-
vil authority have noright to eftablifh religion. The
people ought to choofe their cwn minifters, and
their own denomination, as our laws now permit
them ; but as far as religion is connefted with the
morals 6f the people, and their improvement in
knowledge, it becomes of great importance to the
ftatc ; and legiflators may well confider it as part
of their concern for the public wclfare, to make
provifion that all the towns may be furnithed with
good teachers, that they may be impowered to make
valid contralts, and that the fulfilment of fuch
contralts thould be fecurcd againft the fickle hu-
mours of men, who are always ready to fhift from
felt to fect, or make divifions in parifhes that they
may get free from o)l legal oblirations to their mi-
nitters.  Perhaps a little addition to the law alrea-
dy n force in this ftate mjght fufficiently fecure the

continuance
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continuance of religious inftrultion, enlarge rather
than diminifh liberty of conicience, and prevent
envyings, contentions, and crumbling into parties.
Will you permit me now to pray in behalf of the
people, that all the departments of government
may be conftantly filled with the wifet and beft
men ; that his excellency the Prefident may have
the affiftance of an able and faithful Council ; that
the adminiftration of juftice may be in the hands
of judges and juftices well qualified for their offi-
ces, who will not take bribes, or in any mannecr per-
vert judgment; in a word, that the conftitution
eftablifhed may in every refpect be well fupported
by your care, and that the people may know the
bleflings of good government by the union of your
counfels, and the wifdom of your proccedings.
May the Almighty King of kings ~lways be in the
midft of you, dire& and affift you, imprefs your
hearts with his fear, and grant prefent and future
bleflings in reward of your fidelity.

And now if I have delivered words of truth, a-
greeably to my text; and pointed out the fure way
to be a profperous and happy people; may thefe
things fink deep into your hearts, and bz accompa-
nied with the divine bleffing! May the general go-
vernment of thefe United States, when cftablifhed,
appear to be the beft which the nations have yet
known, and be exalted by uncorrupted religion and
morals! And may the everlafting gofpel ditfufe its
Heavenly light, and fpread Righteoufnefs, Liberty,

- and Peace, thro’ the whole world, A ME N.
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