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" Government corrupted by Fice, and recrvered by

' Rl‘gbleauﬁ.qﬂ.
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On Wednefday the ‘s1it Day of May, 1775
Being the Anniverfary fixed by CHARTER
For the 'Elc&ioh of COUNS‘ELLORS’."‘
By Samver Laxcpon, D. D.

Prefideat of Harvard College in Camsrince.
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A: a rearing Lion and a- ranging Bear, fo is a
wicksd Ruter over the poer People. Prov. 28. 15,
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IN Provinciat CoNGRESS,
Wajertow”’ May 31) P._ Mq 1775.

RDERED, 'ThatMzx. Gil/, Dr.

" W biting, Mr. Pitts, Mr. Jewet,
and Col. Lincoln, be a Com-
mittee to return the Thanks of this
Congress to the Rev. Dr. Lancpon,
for his excellent Sermon delivered to
the CongrEss in the Forenoon, and

to requeft a Copy of it for the Prefs,
A true Extraét from the Minutes,

SamurL Freemaw, Secry




A

SERMON.

I1SATAR 1. 26

And T will reflore thy Judzes as af the
firfR, and thy Zsenfelars as at the
ceginning ¢ afterward thouw fbalt be

called the City of R ighteoufncfs, the
ﬂlﬂ /{ﬁll CE!:)’. |

—~ HALL we rejoice, myFathcrs andBrethren,
or fhall we weep together, on the rewwrn,
of this Anniveifury, which from the firl
fertlement of this Colony has been facred

g0 Liberty, to perpetaate that invalusble privilege

¥ chufing, from among ourfelves, wile men,
fearing God, anld hating covetoufncfs, to be ho-
norable Counfcllors, to conftitute one eflential
branch of that happy government which was
eftablifhed on the faith of royal Charters ?

- On this day, the people have fromyear to year

afembled, from all our towns, in > vaft congre-
gaticry,
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gation, with gladnefs and feflivity, with every en-
fign of joy difplayed in our Metropolis, - ch
now, alas ! is made a garrifon of mercenary
troops, the ﬂrong‘ hold of defpotifm.  But how
fhall 1 now addicfs you from this Defk, remote
from the Capital, and remind you of the impor-
tant bufinefs which diftinguithed this day 1n eur
Kalendar, without fpreading a gloom over thig
affembly, by exhibiting the meclancholy change
made in the face of our public affairs ?

We have lived to fee the time when Britith
Liberty is jult ready to cxpire ;—wheu that con-
fitution of government which has fo long been
the glory and flrength of the Englifh nation, is
deeply undermiined and ready to tumble into
ruins ;—when America is threatned with cruel
opprcflion, and the arm of power Is frrerchiod out
againlt New-England, and efpecially again(t thig
Colony, to compel us to fubmit to the arbitrary
alls of legiflators who are not our reprefentatives,
and who will not themicives bear the leaft pare
of the burdens which, without mercy, they are
saying upou us, The moft formal ard folemn
grants of Kings to our anceftors are deemed by
our oppreilors as of little value ; and they have
mutilated the Charter of this Colony in the
molt effential parts, upon falfe reprefentations,
and new invented maxims of policy, without 1he
leaft regard to any legal procefs, We are no
onger permited to fix our eyes on the faithtu]
of the land, and truft in the wifdom ef their
counfels, and the equity of their judgment ; bue
men in whom we can have no confidence,---whofe
principles are fubverlive of our Jibertics,-e-whofe

anuy, '

-
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o i 1o exercife lordfhip over ue, and thare &
mor themielves the public wealth :---men who
are rexdy 1o ferve any mafter, and c¢xecute the
ot warighicous deerces for high wages,---whofe
foees we never fuw betere, and whofe interefls
2ud connexions may be far divided from us by
the vide atlant’ck ---are to be fet over us as coun-
{cilors and jeges, at the pleature of thofe who
have the riches and pewer of the nation in their
hands, and whofe nobleft plan is to fubjugate the
Colenies firlt, ard then the whole nation to theic
will. |
That we might not have it in our power
to refufe the mofl abfolute fubmiflion to their
unlimited clainis of authority, they have not only
endcavored to terrify us with fleets and armies
fent to our Capital, and difirefled and put an end
* to our trade, particularly that importarit branch of
it, the fithery ; but at length attempted, by a
fudden march of a body of troops in the nighe,
to feize and deflroy one of our magazines, fermed
by the people merely for their own fecurity ; if,
after fuch formidable military preparations on the
other fide, matters fhould be puthed to an extre.
mity. By this, as might well be expctted, a
fkirmifh was brought on ; and it is moft evident,
from a variety of concurring circumftances, ag
well as numcerous depofitions both of the prifoners
taken by us at that time, and otr own men then
on the fpot only as {pc&atofs, that the fire began
firlt on the fide of the King’s troops. At leaft
five or fix of our inhabitants were murdcroufly
kill’d by the Regulars at Lexington, betore any

man attempted to retuin the fire, and when they
were
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were 'a%idaffy complying with the command 18
difperfe : and two more of our brethren were
~ Jikewife kill’d at Concord-Bridge by a fire from
the King’s {oldicrs, before the cngagement began
on our (ide. DBut whatever credit falfhoods tranfs
mited to Great-Britain, from the other fide, may
gain, the matter may be refted intirely on this,-=
that he that arms himf{clf to commit-a robbery,
and démands the traveller’s purle, by the terror of
Inftant death, is the firft aggreflor, though the o=
ther fhould take the advantage of difcharging his
piffol firft ard killing the robber. | '

The alarm was fudden’y but in a very fhort
time fpread far and wide : the neareft neighbours
in hafte ran together, to aflift their brethren, and
fave their country. Not more than three or
four hundred mct i feafon and bravely attacked
and repulfed the enemies of liberty, who retreated
. with great precipitation. But by the help of a
ftrong rcinforcement, notwithftanding a clofe pur-
fuit, and continual lofs on their fide, they atted
the part of Robbers and Savages, by burning,
plundering, and demaging almoft every houfe in
their way, to the utmoft of their pewer, murdere
ing the unarmed erd helplefs, ard not regarding
the weaknefles of the tender fex. until they had
fecured themfelves beyond the reach of our ter-

rifying arms, ¥
That

# Near the Meeting heoufe in Menotomy two aged help-
lels men who had not bheen our in the aflion, and
were found unarmed in a houfe where the Regulars
enter’d, were murdered withour mercy, In anothet
houfs in that neighbeurheot a weman in bed with

anew
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_ 'That cver themorable dag, the nineteenth of
April, is the date of an unhappy war openly be-
gun, by the Minifters of the King of Great-Bris
tain, againit his good fubjeds in this Colony, and
implicitly againft all the colonies.----But fot
what ?---- Becaufe they have fhade a noble ftand
for their natural and conftitutional rights, im op-
pofition to the machinations of wicked men, whi
are betraying their Royal Mafler, eftablithing
popery in the Britith dominions, and aiming
enflave and ruin the whole nadon, that they may
enrich themfelves and their vile dependents witld

the public treafures, and the fpoils of America.
We have ufed our utmolt cudeavore, by re-
€catcd humble petitions and temeonfliances,----
y a feries of unanfwerable reafohings publithed
from the Prefs, in which the d¥pute las beeti
fairly flated, and the juftice of ogur oppofition
tlearly demoiiftrated,----and by the mediagion of
fome of the noblelt and moft faidiful fricnds of
the Britith confticution, who have powerfully
. plead our caufe in Parfiament,---«to0 prevent fuch
mealures as may foon teddce the body politic 1o
a miferable, difmembred, dying wunk, though
lately the terror of all lIgumpc. But outKing, as.
' if

& new bera iafadt, about 2 week old, was forced by
the threats of e foldiery,to elcape, almolt iaked, to
an open outhoufe ; her houfe was then f:t oa fire,
but foon extinguiflted by éne of the ~hi'dfén whick
had laid concealeil till the ememy was goue. IR~
Cambridge 2 man of weak mtatal powers, whe
went out te gaze at the regular arniy as they pafs'd,
Without arms, ar thought of danger, was wuntonly
{0t at and kill'd By thofe inhumian butchers, as'
fav o a fence,
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if impclled by fome firange fatality, is refolved

to reafon with ws only by the roar of his Cannon,
and the pointed arguments of mufguets and bay-
oncts, Becaunle we refule fhlsmixgon to the de-
fpotic powcer of a mintllerial Parliament, our owny
Sovereign, to whom we have been always ready
to fwcar true sllegiance,- --whofe authority we
- never meant to caft off,----who might have con-
tinued happy in the checiful obedience of as
faithful fubje@s as any in his dominions,----has
given usup to the rage of his Mimifters, to be
feized at fca by the rapacious commanders of
every little {loop of war and piratical cutter, and
to be plundered and maflacred by land by mer-
cenary troops, who know no diftin€tion betwixt
an encmy and a brother, bctween right and
wrong ; but only, like brutal purfuers, to hune
and feize the prey pointed out by tbeir mafters,
We muft keep our eyes fixed on the fupreme
government of the Evervar King, as direéting
21l events, fetting up ov pulling down the Kings
of the carth ac his pleafurc, ‘ulering the beft
forms of uman government to degenerate and
go to ruin by corruption ; or reftering the de-
czyed conflitutions of kiagdoms and Rates, by re-
viving public virtue and religion, and granting the
favorable interpofttions of his providerce. To
this our text leads us; and though I hope to
be excufed on this occafion from a formal dif-
courfe on the words in a do&rinal way, vet I
muft not wholly pafs ever the religious inftrution

contained in them,
Let us confider----That for the {ins of a peo-
plec Ged may f{uffer the beft government to be
' corrupted,
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corrupted, or entirely diffblved ; and (hat nothing
but a general reformation can give good ground
to hope that the public happincfs will be reftored,
by the recovery of the (trength and perfection of
the {tate, and that divine providence will interpofe
to fill every department with wife and good men,
~ Ifaiah prophefied about the time of the eapi-
vity of the ten tribes of Jiracl, and abour a cen-
tury before the captivity of Judah. The king-
dom of Ifrael was brought to deftru&ion, becaufe
1s iniquities were full ; its counfcllors and judges
were wholly taken away, becaufle there remained
no hope of reformation. But the feeptre did not
entirely depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver
from between his feet, till the Mcflinh came :
yct greater and greater changes took placz in thei
political affiirs ; their government degenerated in
praportion as their vices increafed, till few faithe.
ful men were left in any public offices; and at
length, when they were delivered up for feveary
years into the hands of the king of Bibylon,
fcarce any remains of their original excellent civil
polity appeared among them.
- The Jewith government, according to the ori-
ginal cenflitution which was divinely eftablith-
ed, if confidered merely in a civil view, was
‘a perfe Republic,  Fhe heads of their tribes,
and elders of their cities, were sheir counfellors
and judges. They called the people together in
mere general or particular aflcmblies, took their
@p nions, gave advice, and managed the public
athairs according to the general voice. Coanfel-
Jors and judges comprehend all the powrrs of
tgat government ; for there was no fuch thing
By el
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»¢ legiflative apthority belenging to it, their com-
plete code of laws being given immediately from
God by the hand of Mafes. And let them wha
cry up the divine right of Kings cenfider, that the
only form of gpvet;nmem which had a proper claim
to a divine eflablifhment was o far from iaclya
ding the idea of a King, that it was a high erime
for Ifrael to afk 10 be in this refpe@ like othes
nations ; and {when they were gratified, it was
vather as a jult punifhment of their folly, t"at they -
might feel the burdens of court pageantry, of
which they were warned by a very ftriking de-
feription, than as a divine recommendation of
kingly authority. = - |

~ Every nation, when able snd agreed, has a
vight to fet up over themfelves any form of go.
vernment which to them may appear meoft con-
ducive tatheir commep weifare. * The civil Polity
of lfrael is doubtlefs an excellent general model,
allowing for fome peculiarities ; at Jealt fome
principal laws and orders of it may be eopied, te
great advantage, in more madern eflablifhments..
- When a governiment is in 1t’s prime, the pyb-
e good engages the attention of the whole; the
firicteft regard is paid to the qualifications of thofe
who hold the offices of the flate ; virtue prevails ;
every thing is managed with juftice, prudence, and
frugality ; the laws are founded on principles of
equity rather than mere policy ; and all the peo-
ple are happy. * But vice will increafe with the
riches and glory of an empiré ; and this gradually
tends to corrupt the conflitution, and in time bring
on it’s diffolution. This may be confidered not
only as the narural eflc& of vice, but a sightcous
. S - | judgmert
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judgment of heaven,efpecially upon a nation which
has been favor’d with the blcflings of religion and
Jite:ty, and is guilty of undervaluing them, and
eagerly going into the gratification ogcvery Juft.
- In this chapter the prophet defcribes the very
corrupt (tate of Judah in hi. day, both as to re-
Jigion-and comman morality ; and looks forward
to that increafe of wickedocfs which would bring
on their defolation and captivity.  They were ¢
]inful nation, @ pesple luden with imguity, a Jeed
of evil deers, children that were corrupters, who
bad forjaken the Lord, and provoked the holy Ong
of Ijrael to anger. 'The whole body of the na-
tion, from head to foct, was full of moral and
political diforders. without any remaining found-
mefs. Their religion was all mcre ceremony and
bypocrify , and_even the laws of common jaflice
and humanity were dilregarded in their public
courts. ‘They had Counfellors and Judges, but
very different from thofe at the beginning of the
common wealth, . Their Princes were rebellious
againft God, and the confitution of their country,
and companions of thieves, giving cauntenance to
every artifice for feizing the property of the fub-
jedts into their ewn hands, and robbing the public
treafury.  Every one loyed gifts and followed
after rewards ; they regarded the perquifites more
than the duties of their office ; the general aim
was at profitable places and penfions ; they were
ifluenced in cvery thing by bribery ; and theic
avarice and luxury were never fatished, but bur-
ried them on to all kinds of oppreflior and vip-
lence, [0 that they even juflificd and encouraged
the murder of innocent perfons to fupport their
T | lawlefs
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lawlefs power, and increafe their wealth, And
God ‘in righteous judgment left them to run into
all this cxcefs of vice to their own deftru&ion,
becaufe they had forfaken him, and were guilty
of wilful inattention to the moft eifential parts of
that religion which had been given them by a well
attefted Revelation from heaven,

The Jewilh nation could not but fee and feel
the unhappy confequences of fo grear corruption
of the ftate. Doybtlefs they complained much
of men in power, and very heartily and liberally
rcproached them for their motorious mifconduée,
The public greatly fuffered and the people groan-
ed, and wiflied for better rulers and better ma-
pagement.  Burin vain they hoped for a change
of men and meafures and better times, when the
fpirit of religion was gone, and the infe&ion of vice
was become univerfal. The whole body being
fo corrupted, there could be no rational profpe&
of any great reformation in the ftate, but rather of
its ruin ; which accordingly came on in Jeremiah’s
time. Yet if a .ecneral reformation of religion
and morals hiad taken place, and they had turned
to God from all their fins ; if they had again re-
covered the true fpirit of their religion ; God, by.
the gracious interpofitians of his providence, would
faon have found out methods to reftore the former
virtue of the ftate, and again have given themmen
of wifdom and integrity, according to their utmoft
with, to be Counfellors and Judges. This was
yerified in fa&, after the nation had been purged
by aleng caprivity, and returned to their ownland

iumblcd, and filled with zecal for God apd his
1N, .
Dy
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By all this we may be led to confider the troe
caufe of the prefent remarkable troubles which
are come upon Great-Britain aad thefe Colonies ;
and the only efle&ual remedy.

We have rebelled againft God. We have loft
the true fpirit of chriflianity, tho® we retain the
outward profefiion and form of it. 'We have neg-
le@ed and et light by the glorious gofpel of ous
Lord Jefus Chrift, and his holy commands and
inftitutions.  The worfhip of many is but meer
cempliment to the Deity, while their hearts are
far from him. By many the gofpel is corrupted
into a fuperficial (yftem of raoral philofophy,little
better than ancien: Platonifm. And after all the
pretended refinements of Mederns in the theory
of chriftianity, very little of the pure pralice of it
is to be found among thofe who once ftood fore-
molt in the profeflion of the Gofpel. In a gene-
ral view of the prefent moral ftate of Great Bri-
tain it may be'faids--T here 15 no truth, nor mercy,
nor krowledge of Godin the land. By fwearing,
and lying, and killing, and flealing, and commiting
adultery, their wickednefs breaks out ; and one
nurder after anothcer is cemmitted,under the con-
n'vance and encovragement even of that authority
by which fuch crimes ought to be punifhed, that
the purpefes of oppreffion and defpotifm may be
anfwered,  As they have increafed, {o have they
firned ; therefore God is changing their glory into
fhame. 'The general prevalence of vice haschan-
ged thewhole face of thingsin the Briuth govern-
ment,

The excellency of the conflitution has been
the beaft of Great- Britain, and the envy of neigh-

bouring
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bouring nations.  In former fimes the great de-
partmen.s of the flite, and the various places of
trult and avthority, were filled with men of wifs
dom, honefly, and rcdigion, who empioyed all
_ their powers, und were ready to tifque their for-
tunes, and their lives for the public good. They
were faithiul counfcllors to Kiags ; aireéted their
authority and m:jcfly to the happinefs of the nas
tion ; and oppofed every ftep by which defpotifm
endeavoured to advance.  1hey were Futhers of
the penple, and fought the welfare and profperity
of the whole bedy.  They did not exhauft the
national wealth by Juxury and bribery, or convert
it to their own private benefit, or the maintenance
of idle ufclefs officers and dependents ; but im-
proved itfaithfully for the proper purpofes, for the
neceflry fupport of government, and defence of
the kiigdom. Tleir laws was dictat~d by wifs
dom and ¢quity ; and juflice was adminifired with
impartiality.  Religion difcover’d it’s gencral in-
Buence anong all ranks, and kept out great cor
ruptions from places of power. |

But in what does the Britifh pation now glo-
ry ---In a meer fhadow ef it’s ancient political
fyQlem 2---In titles of digrity without virtue ?---1n
vaft public treafures continnally lavifhed in cor-
ruption, till every fund is exhaufled, notwith-
ftanding the mighty flrcams perpetually flowing
in 2----In the nany artifices to firetch the
prerogatives of the crown beyond all confli-
tutienal bounds, and make the king an abfolute
monarch, while the people are deluded with a
meer phantom of liberty 2 What idea muft we

entertain of that government, if fuch an one can
be
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Be found, which pretends to have made an exa
tounterbalance of power between the fovereign,
the nobles and the commons, fo that the three
branches fhajl be an cffc®ual check wpen esch
other, and the united wifdom of the wlole fhsli
confpire to promote the national felicity ; but
which, in reality, is reduced to fuch a fitwation that
it may be managed at the fole wil! of one court
Favorite 7 What difference is there betwist one
man’s chopfing, at his own pleafure, by his fingle
vote, the majority of thefe who areto reprefent
the people ; and his purchafiny sn fuch a majority,
according to his own nomination, with money out
of the public treafury, or other effe@ual methods
of influencing ele®ions ?---And what Thall we Gy,
if in the fameé tanner, by places, perfions, and
other bribes, a minifter of flate can at any time
gain over a mabler majorily likewile, to be intirely
fublervient to his purpofes ; and moreover per-
{uade his royal mafler to refign himfeif up wholly
to the dire&ion of his counfels ? If t'is thould
be the cafe of any nation from one feven years
énd to another, the bargain and fale being male
{ure for fuch a period, would they il have rea-
fon to boaflt of their excellent conflitution ?---
Onght they not rather to think it high time tn
reflore the corrupted dying ftate ro its original per.
feQion ---1 will apply this to the Roman fenate
under Julius Ceefar, which retained all its ancient
formalities, but voted always only as Cxxfar d.&o-.
ted. 1f the decrees of fuch a fenate were urged
on the Romans as fraught with all the bleflings
of Roman liberty, we muft fuppofe them firangely
deluded, it they were perfiaded o bolieye i,

. Tha

L
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The pretence for taxing America has been,
that the nation contra&ed an immenfe debt for the
defence of theAmerican Colenies ; and that asthey
are now able to contribute fome propértion towards
the difcharge of this debt, and muft be confidered
as part of the nation, it is reaforable they fhould
be taxed, and the Parliament has a right to tax
and govern them, in all cafes whatever, by it’s
own {upreme authority, Enough has been already
publifhed on this grand controver(y, which now
threatens a final feparation of the Co onies from
Great-Britain.----But can the amazing nativnal
debe,be paid by a litcle trifling fum, {queczed from
year to year out of America, which is continually
draised of allitscath by a reftritcd trade with the
parent country, and which in this way is faxed to
the government of Britain ina very large propor-
tion ¢ Would it not be much fuperior wifdom,and
founder policy,for a diftrefled kingdom to retrench
the vaft wnneceffary expences continually incurred
by its enormous vices ?---To ftop the prodigious
fums paid io penfions, and to numberlefs officers,
without the lcaft advantage to the public ?---to re-
duce the number of devouring {ervantsin theGreat
Family ?---to turn their mindg from the purfuit of
pleafure,and the boundlefs luxuries of life,to the im-
portant interefts of their country, and the falvation
of the common wealth ?---Would not areverend re-
gard to the authority of divine revelation,an hearty
belief of the gofpel of the grace of Gad,and a gene-
ral reformation of all thofe vices which bring mifery
and ruin upon individuals, families and kingdoms,
and which have provoked heaven to bring the na-

tioninto fuch perplexed and dangerous circumftan-
' - ¢cs,
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ces, be the furcft way to recover the (inking Rate,
and make it again rich and flourithing ? Milliong
might anhnally be faved, if the kingdom werc ge-
nerally and thioroughly reformed ; and the publié
debt, areat as it is, might in a few years be can-
celled by a growing revenue, which now amounts
to full ten millions per annum, without laying ad-
ditional burdens on any of the fubjefts, But the
demands of corruption are conftantly increafing,and
will forever exceed all the refources of wealth
which the wit of man can invent or tyranny impofe.

Inte what fatal policy ha¢ the nation been im-
pelled by its public vices! To wage a cruel war
with its own children in thefe eolonics, only to
gratify the laft of (E’owcr, and the demands of ex*
travagance ! May God, in hisgreat mercy recover
Great Britain from this fatal infatuation ; fhew
them their errars ; ard give them a fjpiric of re-
formation, before it is too late to avert impending
deftru&tion. May thecyes of the King be opene§
to fee the ruinous tendency of the meafures into
which he has been led, and his heart inclined to
treat his American Subjefts with juftice and clc-
mency, inftead ¢ “orcing them flill tarther to the
lat extremities! \ >d grant fome method may be
found out to effo(™® happy reconciliation, fo thas
the colonies may again enjoy the protetion of their
Sovereign, with perfe& fecurity of all their natu-
ral rights, and civil and religious liberties.

But, alas ! have not the fins of America, and
of New-Enuland in particutar.had a hand in bring-
ing down upon-us the righteous judgments of liea-
ven ? Whercfore is all this evil come upon 1us?
Is it not becaufe we haze forfaken the Lord ? Can

; 2 wo
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we fay we are innocent of crimes agaicft God ?
No furcly ; it becomes us to humble ourfelves
under his'mighty hand, that he may exalt vs in
due time, However unjultly and cruelly we have
been treated by man, we certainly defcrve, gt the
hand of Qod, all the calumiries in which we arg
now invelved, Have we not loft much of that,
Ipirit of genuine chrifiianity, which fo remarkably
appeared in our anceflors, for which God diftin-
guilfhed them with the fignal favors of providenrce
when they fled from sycanny and pecfecution in-
to thizs weflern defest 2 Have we not departed
from their virtues 2 Tha' 1 hepe and am confi-
dent, that as much true religion, agreeable to the
purity and Gmplicity of the gofpel, semains among
vs, as among any people in the world ; yetin the
midft of the prefent great apoftacy of the nation’s
profefling chriftianity, have not we likewile becn,
guilty of departing frow the living God ? Have
we not made light of the gofpel of felvation, ard
too much affeGed the cold, formal, fafhionablg
religion of countries grown old in vice, and ovcrs
fpread with infidelity ¢ Do not our follies and ini.
quitics teftify againft us ? Have we not, efpecially
in our Seaports, gone much ‘ far into the prife
and luxurics of Nfe ? Is it not a fall open 1o
common ~blervation, that profaucfs, intemperance,
unchaftity, the Jove of pleafure, fraud, avarice,
and other vices, are increafing among us from year
to year ! 3nd have 1 ot even thefe young govern-
ments been in fome meafure infefted with the
corruptions of European Courts 2---Hag there
been no fattery ; no bribery ; no artifices pradti-
fod, 10 get intv places ¢f honor and profi, or

oIy
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carry a votc to ferve a partientar interclt, withoue -
regard to right or wrong ¢ Have our Statelmen
alwiys alted with integrity 7 And cvery Judgs
with impartislity, in the fear of God ? In fhort,
have all ranks of men fhewed regard to the diving
commands, and joired to promote the Redeemer’s
kingdom, and the public wé'lfare 2} with wecould
more fully jullify ourfclves in all thefe refpedts;.
It fuch fias have not been fo notorious among ug
as inolder countries,we muft nevertholels remems
ber, that the {iss of a people who have been re-
inarkable for the profcifion of godlinefs, are more
aggravated by all the advautages and favors they
have enjoyed, and will receive more {peedy anl
fignal phinithment ; as God fays of Ifrael----You
only have I known of all the fauilies of the earth,
therefore will I punifli you for all your imquisies. ®
The julgments now come upon us are very
heavy and diftreftiag, and have fulien with })cc,up
har weight oa our Capital ; where, notwith{tand-
ing the plighted honer of the chicf Commander of
the hoflile troops, many of our brethren are fhll
detained as if they were captives ; and thofe thae
bave been releafed have left the priicipal part of
their {ubftar.ce, wifgh is withheld by arbitrary or-
ders, contrary to an cxprefs treaty, to'hg plunder’d

t_).y the army. 4 1
ct

* Amos 3. 2,

{ Sroa afrer the battte at Concord, Generat Gage fi-
‘pulated with the Sele@® Men of Boften, that if the In-
haibirants would deliver up their arms, to be depofiied
in Fanucil-Ha'l, and return’d whea ciccumitances

- would permit, they fh-uld have lib:rty to quit the

+ town, and tak: wioh thgm all their cffedts, They

) ‘ seadily

N,
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.. Let me addrefs you in the words of the pros
phet=--O Ifracl, resurn unto the Lord thy God. for
thou baft failen by thine iniquity ---My brethren,
Iet us repent-and implore the divine mercy. Let
us amend our ways, and our doings ; reform every
thing which has been provoking to the moft high,
and thus endeavor to obtain the gracious interpo-
fitions of providence for our dcliverance,
~ If true religion is revived by means of thefe
public calamities, and again prevai;s amo g us ; if
1t appears in our religious aflemblies,--«in the con-
du& of our civil affairs,---in our armies,---in our
families,---in all our bufinefs and converfarion,--«
we may hope for the direttion and blefling of the
Moft High, while we are ufing our beft egdeavors
to preferve and reflore the civil government of
this Colony, and defend Amcrica from flavery.
: Our

readily complied ; but fren fourd themfelves abufed,

With great difficulty, and very fli wly, they obrain

pafles 3 but are forbidden to carry out any thisg be-
fides houthold furmiture and wearing apparel, Mer-

chants and Shopkeepers sre obliged to 'eave behird

all their merchardife, ard even their Cafhis detained,

MecRanics are not allowed to bridg our the moft ne-

eeflary tools for their work, Yot only their family

fores of previfions are ftupt 3 but it has been repeat .-

edly and credibly affirmed, that pocr women and chil-

dren have had the very fmalleft articles of this kind

taken from them, which were nectflary for their re-

frefhment while they travelled a few miles to” their

friends ; and that even from young children, in theis

mothers arms. the crucl Soldiery have taken tha

morfel of bread given to prévent their crying, and
thrown it away. Hew much berter for the Inhabis

tants to have rcfolved, at all haz.rds, to defend them-

felves by their arms agaiuQl fuch aB cpemy, than {ufer

fuch fLamcf) abufe !
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Our late happy government is changed into the
terrors of military execution.. Our firm_oppofh
on to the eftablifhiment of an arbitrary lyliem fs
called Rebellion, and we are to expeét no mere; bug-
by yielding property and lifc at difcretion., T'his
we ate rcfolved at all events not to do ; aid there-
fore, we have taken arms in our own defence, and
all the Colonies are united in the great cavfe of
liberty, | o -
" But how fhall we five while «ivil sovernment
is'diffolved ? What thali ve do wish ouw Courfellers
and Zudges 2 A {tata of ablouluie snorchy is dread-
fub. Submiflion to the tyrauy of hundreds e im-
perious mafters, firmly embodica againit s, anr;
united in the fame cruel defign of difpofing of cuyr
fabftance and lives at their pleafure, and makinz
their own will our law in ali cafes whateve-, is the
vileft favery, and worfe thau dzath,

Thanks be to God, that hic 2a- given us, ar rucn,
natural rights independent en «li human laws what-
cver ; and that thefe rights are recognized by the
grandCharter of Britifh Libeitics. By the low of
naturs any body of people, deftitute of order and
government, may form themfelves into a civil fo-
cicty according to their belt prudence, and fo pro-
vide for their commen fafety and advantage,
When one form is found, by the majarity, not to
anfwer the grand purpofe in any tolerable degree,
they may by common cenfent put an end to it, and
fet up another : only as all fuch great changes
are attended with difficulty, and danger of con?u-'-
fion, they ought net to be attempted without ur-
gent neceflity, which will be determined always
by the gencral voice of the wileft and beft :»-m-
bers of the community, IR 13
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If the great T rvont of the public forget theit

duty, bewray the + 2fc-and fell their country, of
make war againfl the noft valoable riphts ard pri-
vileges of the people ; realon and juflice require
that they fhould be difcarded, and others appoini-
ed in their room, without any regard to jormal
relignations of their forteited power,

It mufl Le afcribed to fome fupernatural influs
ence on the minds of the main body of the peop'e
throngh this cxtenfive continent, that they have fo
‘\l.ll’liVﬁrﬁ“y adopted the method of mara;ing the
ymportant matters neceflary to preferve zmong
them a free government, by correfjperdivg coms
mittees and congrefles, confifling of ihe wifefl and
moft dilinterefled patriots in America, chofen by
the unbiafed fuffrages of the peeple aflimbled <or
that purpofle, in their feveral towns, countics and
provinces. So general agreement, thro’ fo ‘m:m¥
provinces of fo large acountry, in one mode o
feif prefervarion, is uncxampled in any hiflory -
and the efle&i has c¢xceeded our moft fanguine ¢x-
pe@arions.  Univerfal tumults, and all the irre-
gularities and violence of mobifh fa&ions, natu.
rally arife when legal autherity ceafes. But how
little of this has appcared in the midfl of the late
obftrutions of civil government ! Nothing more
than what has often happened in G'reat-%ritain
and Ireland, in the face of the civil powers in
all their ftrength : nothing more than whatis fre-
quently feen in the midft of the perfeét reguia-
tions of the great city of London: And, may
1 not add, nothing more than has been abfolurcly
neceffary to carry into execution the fpirited refo-
Jutions of a peop'e too fenfible to deliver them-

fclves
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felves up to oppreflion and flavery. The judge

ment and autvice of the Continental Affembly of
Delegates have been as readily-obeyed, as it they
were authentic ats of a long citablifhed parlias
ment.  Aad in cvery colony, the votes of a con:
grefs have had equal eftcét with the laws of great

and general courts, | .
It is now tenh months lince this Colony has been
deprived of the benefit of that government which
was fo long ¢njoyed by charter T.hry have had
no general affcmbly for matters of L gifisticn, and
the pubiic revenve. The courts of juflice tave
been fhutup ; and almoft the whole ¢xccutive
power has ceafed to aét.  Yet order among the
people has been remarkably preferved ; few
«crimes have been comminted punifhable by the
yudge ; even former contentions betwixt one
neighbour and another have ceifed ; nor have
fraud and rapine raken advantage of the imbecility
of the civil powers. |
The necefliry preparations for the defense of
owx liberties rcquired not only the colleted wifs
dom and ftrength of the coluny, but an imm=di-
ate chearful application of the wealth ot individu-
als to the public {ervice, in due proportion ; or a
taxstion which dcpended on general confent.
Whete was the authority to vote, colle&, or re-
ccive the large fums required, snd make provifion
for the utmott extremitics ?---A Congrefs fucceed-
¢d to the honors of a Genéral Afembly, affoon ai
the latter was crufh’d by the kand of power. It
gained all the confidence of the people.  Wifdom
and prudence fecur’d all that the laws of the for-
wer conflitution could have given, And we now
obferve
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obferve, with aftonithment, an army of many thoue
ands of well difciplined troops fuddenly affems
bled, and abundantly furnifhed wih all neccflary
fupplies in detence of the libeities of America.

Batis it proper or fafe for the colony to con-
tinue much longer in fuch imperfed@ order 2 Muft
it not appear rational and neccflary, to every man
that underftands  the various movements requifice
to good government, that the many parts {hou'd
be properly fcttled, and every bianch of the le-
giflative and executive authority reflered to that
order and vigour on which the life and heaith of
the body politic depend ¢ To the honorable Cen.
tlemen, now met in this new Congrefs a- the Fa.
thers of the People, this weighty matter muft be
referred.  Who knows but in the mid(l of all the
ditrelles of the prefent war to defeat the attemprs
of arbitrary power, God may in mercy re!ore ta
us our Judges as at the firft, and our Counfellors ag
at the beginuing,

On your wifdom, religion, and public {pirit,
Honored Gentlemen, we depend, to determine
what may bc done as to the important matter of
reviving the form of government, and fetdling all
necellary affairs relating to it in the prefent critical
ftate of things, that we may again have law and
juftice, and avoid the danger of anarchy and con
fuflon. May GOD be with you, and by the in-
fluences of his fpirit dire&t all your counfcls and
refolutions for the glory of his name. and the fafe-
ty and happinefs of this colony, We have great
reafon to acknowledge with thankfulncis the cvi-
de t tokens of the diviie preferce with the for-
mer congrefs ; that they were led to forefee pre«
fent cxigencies, and make fuch effectual proviﬁ;a

ok
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for them. Tt is our carncft prayer to the Father
of Lights,that he would irradiate your minds,make
all your way plain, and grant you may be happy
inftraments of many and great bleflings to the
seople by whom you are conflituted, to wew-
£ng¥and, and all the united Colonies.

Let us praife our God for the advantages al-
rcady given us over the eremics of I.:i‘:acr-y ; par=
ticularly, that they have been fo difpirited by re-
peated experience of the efficacy of our arms ;
and that in the late a&tion 2t Chelfca, when feveral
hundreds of our foldiery, the greater part open to
the fire of (o many cannon, fwivels, and musquets
from a battery advantageoufly fituated, from two
armed cutters, and many barges full of marines,
and from (hips of the line in the harbeur,not one
man on our ide was killed, and but two or three
wounded ; when, by the beft intelligence, a great
number were killed and wounded on the other
fide, and one of their cutters was taken and burnt,
the other narrowly efcaping wita great damage.

If God be for us, who can oe againt us - Fha
enemy has reproached us for calling on his name,
and profefling our truft in him. They have
made a mock of our folemy Fals, and every ap-
pcarance of ferious chriftianity in the land. On
this account, by way of contempt, they call us
Saints ; and that they themfelves may keep at
the greatelt diftance from this chara&er, their

D2 moutliz

s ¥ his 2a&tinn was in the night following the 24th eur-
rent, af.er vnr folliery had been taking off the cacie
fron foneifl .ads in Bollon harbour. By the beRt
inf rning we have heen able ta procure, about 103
of the King’s rrovps were killed, and 160 wounde?,
i3 the enipement,
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mouths are full of horrid blafphemies, curfing
and bitternefs, and vent all the rage of malice,
and barbarity. And may we not be confident
that the Moft High, who regards thefe things,
will vinJicate his own honor, and plead our righ.
teous caufe againft fuch enemies to his govern-
ment. as well as our liberties, O, ma ourCamp
be free from every accurfed thing ! May our
Land be purged fram all it’s fins ! May we be
trs:y a noly people, and all our towns cities of
rizhreoufnels ! T'hen the Lord v.ill be our rcfuge
and “irength, a very pr {ent help in trouble ; and
we fhall have no reafon to be atraid though theu-
fands ot encmies fet themfelves againft us round
ataar -« tho’ all nature fhould be thrown into tu-
~+o1vs and eonvulfions. He can command the
ies i their courfes to fighe his battles, and afl
‘he eleme.rs ta wage war with his enemies  He
can deitroy them with innumerable plagues, or
iend Faintnefs into their hearts, (o that the men of
ni;at Mhall not find their hands.  In a variety of
werh de he can work falvation for vs, as he did
Yor his peopie in angient dcys, and according to the
many rema-kable deriverances granted in furmer
vimes to Great-Britain and New FEng'and, when
Ponith  machinatiane  threatned borh countries
with civil and ceclefiaflical ryranny. *

May

$ When we eonfider the late Canada Rill ; which im”
pli’s. not mere y a toleration of the Roman catholis
reigion. (whic  wiu'd be jul and theral) but 3
yirm eftiblifbment of it thr ugh that ex erfive pro-
vinze, now greatly enlirg-d ta ferve political pure
polss 3 by which meane mu! irudes of peopls, fub-
j:&aof Geeat Britain, whish may hereafter fttie t}m:
) Vel




May the Lord hear us in this day of trenble,
and the name of the God of Jacob defend wus ;
fend us help from his fan&uary ; and ftrengrhen
us out of Zion. We will rejoice in his falvation,
and in the name of our God we will fet up our
banners ; let us louk to him to fulfil all eur pes

titiops.

valt country, w.ll be *emp*ed, by all the attachments
ar fi*g from an eitab!.ﬂ\:ugnt, to p‘rofefs that religion,
or be dilcourage.! triip auy endeavers to propagaite
r f rmed principles ; huve we not grear gefon ta
fu be&. chat all the lite mealurss refp-&Ring he Co-
lenies have rriginated from popifh {chemes of men wha
wuld glealy reftore the ruce ot Stewart and who lock
or popery as a rzligion moit favorable to arorirary
power ! [t is pliin fa&k. that De/polfm has an efa-
Elifhment in that pr viece eqally wih *he Roman-
catholic Church. The Governor, with a Council
very much under his prwer, has by his commiflion
almoft unlimited authoriry, ivee from the clog of Re-
prefentatives of the p=~ple.  Hnrwever agre:ble this
may be tc the genius of the Franch, En;lith Subjcéts
there will be difcouraged from continuing in 2 coun-
try. where both they an! h:ir p-Qterity will be de-
prived of the greate® privil ‘ges of the Britith coa-
ftitution, and ia many refpects fecl the effeéts of ab-
folute m~narchy.

Lord Littleton in his defence of this deteftable Statyre,
frankly concedles, that it is an effab/ifsment of theRo-
maa-cuth lic religion, and that p rt of the policy of
it was to provids a check npoa the New Fngland
Colonies.  And the writer of an Addreis of the peo-
ple of Great Britain o the in"abirants «f Americs,
su’t puhlifhsd. expr s hinfelf with great pre. fion
when he (1ys,thatSta.ute® gave ts'cration todENGLIS B
Subredds,”

FINIS
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