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" A DISCOTURSE, &c.

J. Timothy, 3—14, I3.

THESE THINGS WRITE 1 UNTO THEE, HOPING TO COME
UNTO THEE SHORTLY : RUT IF I TARRY LONG,THAT THOU
MAYEST KNOW HOW THOU QUGHT EST 70 BEHAVE T Hi-
SELF IN THE HOUSE OE,GOD, HEICH IS THE CHURCH OF
THE LIVING GOD, THE PILLA®HAND GROUND OF THE
TRUTH.

HE apoftle Paul, 1n the courfe of his minif-
try, had Ipent two years at Ephefus, a very
populous and magnificent city of the lefler Afia;
.swhere he had converted many to the faith of
“our1sT, and had a good opportunity of {preading
+the golpel thro’ all the neighbouring countries, fo
<that churches began to be formed. every where a-
f‘fround, which needed very particular care and in-
“frruttion. Thereforeéﬁfgen Paul found it necefia~
.1y to leave them for a time, that he might vifit
iMacedonia and the churches then forming in
T3:""[;'%3@rec—:-ce,, he intreated Timothy, his companion and
“affiftant in the miniftry, to remain ftill at Ephefus ;
that he might oppofe the influence of certain teach-
ers who had infinuated themfelves there, and were

perverting the dofrines of the gofpel, in order to
-pbring chriftians under the yoke of the mofaic law ;
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and likewifethat he might appoint proper perfons.
to the office of ELDERS, or, which 1s the fame thing:
in the language of the new-teftament, B1suors or
OvERSEERS ; and to that of pEAcoNs ; for no. other
offices are defcribed in his letter to. Timothy, as

eflentially neceflary for the inftitution and govern-
ment of the churches; and. moreover, that if St.
Paul thould be detained in his prefen,i: circuit lon-
cer than he iatended; Iimoth}r- might be direéted
in many particulars what to teach, and how to
conauct all matters rﬁlatmg t6'the order and wel-
fare of the church of G:OD? 1 ” '

tuese epifties to Timothy are not to be confi-
dered as defigned to- conftitute him a fixed Bifhop
of the church of Ephefus, with extraordinary pow-
ers above other Elders : for it does not appear
from any thing which the apoftle writes, that he
was to take up his conftant refidence there for the
future ; but only that he was left there on the pre-
fent occafion to fettle that infant church in proper
order, and confirm it in HFriftian doltrine. His
- proper work was that of an evangelift, an afliftant
of Paul, and under his conftant direction, in
preaching the gofpel in all places where the apoftie
traveled, and where his help was found necefiary.
Therefore we find that Paul, after this, took him
again with him in his travels ; and, when he was’
_é p_ri{qner at Rome, {ent fo,r h;im there.ﬁ F
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WE find, 1y the zoth. chagter of the Adfts, thaf

j the church of Ephefus. was well furnifhed with

ELDERS, when Paul was on his way to Jerufalem,
bieforeThe was fent a. prifoner ta Rome; for he {ent
fér them to Miletus, and gave them a f{olemn
charge ta feed the flock of cop of which he had
made them Brsmops. And as thele Elders were-

plainly called Bilhops, {c thefe names were ufed in

the fame promilcuous manner until the end of the
{econd century, when chriftianity began to be cor-
rupted by the ambition of a degenerating clergy.

r ﬁwﬂ’k.
EUSEBUS and other writers of the-t-h;}}é- century

do, indeed, reckon Timothy as the firft Bifhop of

- Ephefus ; but notwithftanding their authority,

who wrote after new i1deas of Bithops were intro-

duced, 1t may witly reafon be doubted whether he
- was ever a fixed Bithop 1in that city, or Elder of

that particular church ; efpecially according to the

~modern idea of a. Bifhop, which 1s quite inconlift-
-'ent with-the primitive office of an Evangelift : but
' after Paul’s martyrdemn, and when his more exten-
ﬁve work was finifhed, he mignt confine his labors
i”tg the gofpel more efpecially to the Afiatic churches,
-fmake Ephefus his principal refidence, and act in

concert with the. Elders of that city and neighbour-

hood for the common benefit of the churches.*

NOT F.
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wiTH equal reafon i1t may be doubted, notwith-
ftanding the authority of credulous or defigning
ecclefiaftical writers when the church began to be
corrupted, whether either Peter or Paul ever were
partic'ular bifhops of Rome, tho’ for a time they
preached 1n that great city, and erected the church
there ; for it was inconfiftent with their extenfive
office, as apoltles, to limit their labors to any one
church or diftrict. | '

WwHAT has been faid may be {uifficient to illuf-
trate the firft part of our text, as introdutory to
the obfervations which may be made on the feve-
ral emphatic phrafes ufed by the apoftle ; viz.

NOTE.

infpeflion and poverninent, every charch aas furnifbed with a number of
elders in propertion ro the laboar required ;3 awbich avas not only public
preaching, but teacking from bouse to houfe, catechizing the ignorant, and
cducating the yourhr i all the principles of piely and radiments of chriflian
gaowiege, Al the elders avere of equal rank in the church, however the
»iiniffry auas divided among them > but it wonld be unrealonable to fuppofe
rhat ail ths clders or presbyters of a particular charch could be accomplifio~
cd with great knowlege and learning, or all fich gqualifications as avere
maof} dejirabic in men to awbom the overfight of the chuarch ~vas committed.
Ve befp qualified chriflians undoubredly awers chofen to this office 3 but a-
zrong then it wosll be flrange if fome one awas not appointed confeffedly fu-
jerior totbe reff, to awhofe judgment and peculiar gifts the reft wosuld rea-
dily pay great deference, and wwbhsm they avould bonor awith the moderator’s
chair in every feffioe of the elders. He being thus regarded as the chief
elder, or bifbops 1. €. overfecr of the church, bis name, and the names of
t220fe awbo in like manner fucceeded 10 t5e moderator’s chair, awould be dif-
tinguijped in tie records of that church, and banded dowwn in fucceffion to
pofierity, avbile the reff might mot be o much wnoticed. Lrous ave may
eafily underfland awhat is meanrt, in ths book of revelations, by the angel of
a church 3 and bow the feveral cataloguss of bifbops awere drawwn out by
2he ancient Fathers. Therefore if Timothy avas ever joined with the el-
ders of Epebfus, tho” but for a time, no doubt he avas acknowleged as chief
aziong 1hem 5 and this awas fufficient to give him the firf} place in the cata-
logue of bifbops or preskytsrs of that city. | | |
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' The houfe 6f cop—The church of the living
cop—The pillar and ground of the truth.” Each
of which demand our particular confideration.

“ ¢ THE HOUSE OF coD,” isa phrafe frequently uf-
ed in the old teftament for thetabernacle and tem- -
ple, erefted among the Ifraelites for the honor of
cop, where his vifible glory refided, and his pecu-
liar prefence was promifed to his people, and where
all the tribes of Ifrael were required to appear be-

fore the LorD three times in a year : This confti-
tuted the vifible form of that ancient church.

Therefore the phrafe is ufed by the apoftle, 1n our
text, and other places, mﬂtaphorxcally for the chrif~
tian church, not as appearing in any one place of
: f;g_'eligious weoerfhip, but in a general view, as confift-
-ing of the whole body of believers throughout the
“world ; who are like one glorious temple ereted
for the honor of cop, cemented together by faith
m cur1sT, and mutual love, like living ftones,
each having its™proper place in the divine ftruéture.
So the apoltle, in I. Cor. 3, 9, {peaks of the chrif-
tlan church as cop’s building, in ere&ing and
.:_.mpletmg which all the apoftles and minifters of
carisT had performed their proper part ; and thus
addrefleth the Corinthians, ‘““Know ye not that ye
*care the temple of cop, and that the {pirit of oD
““ dwelleth in you? If any man defile the temple of

?"*?019: him Ihall Ggop deftroy : for the temple of

L]
111111
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<« gop s ‘holy, which temple ye dre.” The fatiie fi-
gurative language isufed by Péter, 1. Peter 2—4,s,
« To whom coming [fpesking of ¢urisT] as unto
¢z hiving {tone, difallowed 1ndezd of men, but cho-
‘fern of -GoD and precrous,ye alfo as livély ftones are
<built up a fpiritual houle, an holy prieffhood, to
*< offer up-fpiritual facrifices, acceptable to Gop thro’
“ 1psus cHRIsST.” ThenamecHURCH i1s often given
to ‘houfes ere@ed for ‘the convenience of chriftian
affemblies ; and too often we are mifled to confine
our idea of the church tothat particular body of
chriftians who meet in the Tame houfe with us, or
belong to the famie holy table, and worfhip in the
fame form : but the houfe is not properly the
church ; for the moft n1cu dwelléth not in tem.
ples made with hands ; heaven is his.throne, and
the earth is his footf¥ool ; he fills hieaven and earth:
nor is the church confined to chriftians of one
particular form of fociety and mode of worfhip, o
another ; for 1t comprehends all that in every
<¢ place call on the name of the LORD JESUS CHRIST
«“both their's and our’s.” Al who hold the doc
trine of cuRrisT, truft in him as the only faviou
love him in fincerity, and obferve all things what
foever he has commanded, make wup tha: on
church which cxrisT has purchafed for himfel
and will finally glorify in his heavenly kingdom
The apoftle turther explains what he means by "
HOUSE OF GOD, in the next phrafe which occurs!
our text, viz.
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‘¢ WHICH IS THE CHURCH OF THE LIVING GOD.”
Here St. Paul moft certainly uieth the word church
~in the moft catholic fenfe, as compiehendlng all
pai‘ticular churches, thro” the worid; for they
are all cne in curisT JEsus tie head ; agreeably
to our LorD’s moft pathetic prayer for all believers

"'r-r';

to the end of the world, John 17. 20—=23, < Nej-
‘“ther pray I for thefe alone, but for. them alle

< which fhall believe on me through their word ;
<< that they all may be one ; as thou Father art in
¢ me, and I 1n thee, that they alfo may be one in
‘ecys; that tlie world may believe that thon haf
‘““ fent me. And the glory which thou gavelt me I
““have given them ; that they may be onés, even
¢t as we are one : I 1n them, and thou in me, that
¢ they may be made perfet in cne, and that
¢ the world may know that thou haft fent me,
¢¢ and haft loved them, as thou haft loved me.”
Loncerning this unity of the church this fame a-
~poftle writes in very plain terms to the Ephefians,
“chap. 4, ver. 3—06—*°¢ Endeavoring to kecp the u-
£ nity of the {pirit in the bond of peace. Thercis
¢ one body, and cne {pirit, even as ye are called in
.7 "ri one hope of your calling ; one LorDp, one faiil,

fhone baptiiim, oine cop and father of ail, who 1s
““above all, and through all, and in you all.” And
that epiftle is concluded with this truly catholic
‘prayer—*¢ Peace be to the brethren, and love with

% faith from cop the father, and the rorp JESUS
B :

bl [T
g
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Py epypispptvonll

<« cur1sT. Grace be with all them that love the
“ LORD JESUS CHRIsST in f{incerity. Amen.”
‘curisT is not divided ; nor was it ever the defign
or tendency of the golpel to feparate believers of
the fame heavenly doétrines into diftinét parties,
unconnected with, and alienated in afeion from
onc another; ¢ for as the body is one, and hath
‘“ many members, and all the members of that one
« body, being many are one body; fo alfe 1s
“« cHR IST : for by one fpirit are we all baptized iato
‘« one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whe-
<« ther we be bond of free, and have been all made
““ to drink into one {pirit.,” The living Gop 1s the
univerfal father of mankind, and requires the lame
worfhip and obedience from all that know his
name. His boundlefs mercy provided a glorious
Saviour for finners of za!ll nations, and in all ages ;
and has given the fame revelation of his grace
to be publilhed tiyro’ the world, and declared that
whofoever believed this revelation {hall be faved,
but he that believeth not fhall be damued.~——
Therefore, by this declaration, ¢op ‘has made the
grand divifion of mankind into believers, and un-
believers ; thofe who fhall be faved, and thofe who
muft perith. All who are entitled te eternal fal:
vation he acknowleges as his church in a peculr
ar fenfe, and the reft have the common appellats
on of the world. From which it follows, that ¢
jult idea of the church of the living cop muft
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clude all believers of every mnation, age, and con-
dition ; and all who make a public profeffion of
-chriftianity, and are aflociated for the important
purpofe of worfhipping cop according to his word,
and obeying his commands, without regard to any
difference in modes and forms, which do not 1m-
ply a cantradiction to the main defign of true re-
ligion. Any number of profefied chriftians, volun-
tarily aflociating and f{teadily aflembliing for the
peculiar purpofes of chriftian worfhip, conftitute
* a particular chriftian church j; and the principal
form, neceflary to its being properiy embodied, is
to have teachers or overfeers fet over them for their
conftant inftruction and government ; and proper
oilicers to take care of the pcor, and perform the
common fervices of the church for its benefit as a
‘,f:)ciety: the former officers were appointed over all
the primitive churches by the name of ELDERS or
B 158HOPS, uied promifcuoufly in the new teftament
for one and the fame order of minifters : and the
latter were appoinited by the name of pracons:
‘nor are any other officers mentioned in the apofto-
Jdic writings as abfolutely and at all times necefla-
Jy 1n the conftitution ofa church; tho’ others
ﬂ'WE:re occafionally called to ferve the church on ipe-
<ial or extraordinary occafions. But as every chrif-
tian church partakes of the geuneral nature of com.
mon {ocieties, and muft have power to preferve 1t-
.:1.3“: from diffolution, and manage many incidental
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matters of prudence, every particular rule to be
obferved 1n all cales that might occur could not be
delivered in the goipel, but many things were ne-
cefiarily left to the wifdom & prudence of every par-
ticular church, obferving the general orders which
curisT has given, Thus full liberty 1s left for
chnrches of different nations, and in different cir-
cumftances, to vary one from another in many
rnaiters of prudence as to form and order, accord-
r to their various views of the order and obhiga--
rons of common focietyq o |

1T 1s no where {aid 1n the new teftamient whether
paptifm fhall be adminiftered by dipping, or
fprinkling ; whether precompofed common prayers
fhall be ufed in the church, or fuch as are morc
unconfined, and exprefs the defires of the church
according to prefent varying circumftances ; whe-
ther we muft pray or receive the LorDp’s fupper
kneeling ; whether the churches fhall be formed
into diocefles, prefbyteries, or aflociations, or mi-
nifters diftinguifhed by gradations of honor accord-
inr to their different gifts and qualifications.
Therefore no wonder if chriftian profeffors have a
diverfity of fentiments and cuftoms in all thefe re-
fpects, arifing from different national habits and
1deas of civil fociety. But {fo long as the grand doc-
trine of falvation only by jesus CHRIST is conti-
nued, the true worfhip of the living cop main-
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tained according to his written word, and godli-
nefs and virtue practiced agreeably to cHRIsT’s
commands, and no decrees or rules made which in
their nature or direét tendency fubvert the exprefs
do®rines or laws of cHRisT, or exclude from
~—chriffian charity and fellow(hip any whom currst
receives as his difciples, all the diterent parties
and denominations of chriftians conftitute but one
church of the living cob.

curRIsTIAN unity by no means depends on
perfeét uniformity of modes and rituals ; but in
preferving the faith c¢nce delivered to the faints,
keeping the commands of cop, and loving the
whole family of his children. Without fuch uni-
ty all alts of uniformity, whether made by the
Pope and his clergy, or any civil or ecclefiaftical
powers under the name of PROTESTANTS, are fool-
r'rliﬂl, wicked, and cruel attempts to {ubjugate the
“confciences of men, and more effeétual to divide
and deltroy the church, than to build 1t up into
one glerious temple of Gob.

'+ NoTHING hath difgraced and weakened the chrif-
tian profellion more than the uncharitable divifions
of different parties, claiming, in oppofition to each
other, to be the only true churches of curisT, and
excluding all others from chriftian communion.
f'If* all that believe and obey the gofpel, thro® all the
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world, make but one church of the living cop, 1t
may be laid down as an indifputable maxim, that
the peculianities which diftinguifh one denomina-
tion of chriftians, who believe and obey the word
of curisT, from another, do not belong to the ef-
ience of chriftianity, but are only as meats and
drinks. It i1s well known, that there 1s one who
fits in the temple of co p, fhewing himfelf that he
1s Gop, who takes upon him to change the laws cf
car1sT, and make as many new ones as he pleaf-
es, commanding all to obey him on pain of dam-
nation, and acknowleging none to be chriftians
but {fuch as {ubmit to bhis arbitrary decrees. It
would have been happy for the proteftant churches
if they had renounced all pretenfions to the {ame
high power, and abhorred the thought of laying a-
ny yoke on the necks of curisT’s difciples as to
matters 1n which he has left them free. When one
church excludes every other church from chriftian
fellowthip, not for departure from the docirine of
cuR 15T, but for not complying with all the rites
and forms eftablifhed by their own authority it is a
remarkable imitation of popith {uperftition and ty-
ranny,and affords ground of fufpicion that 1t prefers
theordinances of men tothe royal law of cHrR IST. JE-
sus CHRIST 1s not peculiarly the faviour of Epifco-
palians, or Prefbyterians, or Anabaptifts, or Con-
gregationalifts, or Quakers, &c. but of all fincere
believers of every church, under whatever form.
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Therefore whenever we fee zealots going about
with a plain defign to make profelytes from onec
party to another, more than to convert men from
fin to eop, tho’ their main aimt 1s covered with a
cloak of piety, their zeal is of the {fame kind with
that of the ancient Pharifees; and we may be fure
they are 1gnorant, fuperf’uuous, or enthufiaftic, 1f
they are not chargable with deteftable hypocrify.

THE church univerfal 1s the glory of curisT,
the temple of cop in the world, his vifible king-
dom erefted in oppofition to all ignorance, idola-
try, and wickednefs; and it is defigned to be to
him a name of joy, a praife and an honor before
~all the nations of the earth.  The true church of
the iving: cop 1s adorned with the do&rine of the
Apoftles as with a crown .of twelve ftars ; fhe is
cloathed with the pure robes of righteoufnefs which
"cHrisT has granted her: fhefhines as the bright.
nefs of the fun in the image of her maxEer and
'L'REDEEMER and, keeping this world under her
i feet, aims at the honor and complete felicity of
fﬁ-heaveﬁ where fhe is to reign with curisT in per-
fection of beauty forever. cob is now in the midft
of her, fhe fhall not be moved : cop will help
her, and that right early.

BUT let us now proceed to take partlculal notice
¢f what the Apoftle fays of the church in the next




16 ,
phrafe which c¢ccurs in our text; he calls it
““ The pillar and ground of the truth;”’ according to
our tran{lation of the Bible ; or according to others,
The pillar and foundaticn cf the trath: but neither
of thefe give a proper and diftinc idea of the A-
- poitle’s meaning ; and indeed the church of Rome
has taken advantage of {fuch atranflation to affirm,
thiat the church is in fuch a fenfe the foandatlon
of the truth, that our faith muft be founded upon
the authority of the church, {o that nothing ought
to be received for the truth but what fhe believes,
and the do&rines which fhe eftablithes are a {uffi-
cient ground of our faith, without further exami-
nation. But the Greek words fulos kar bedraioma,
moft properly fignify a pillar, or the fhaft of a
column, and the pedeftal on which 1t ftands : and
fo the text fhould be tranflated—The pillar and
pedefial of the truth ;—as alluding to the common
ufe of magnificent pillars with their pedeftals to
{fupport fome grand building ; or rather to monu-
mental pillars, erefted to perpetuate the memory
of great victories and conquefts, or other very re-
markable occurrences. Thefe were often decora-
ted, efpecially on the pedeftals, with trophies anc
infcriptions, exprefliing the defign for which the
monument was ereCted.  Some fuch antient mo-
numents remain to this day ; particularly Pompey’
pillar in Egypt of wondecrful workmanfhip ; and
thofe of Trajan and Antonine at Rome: of the
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fame kind is the motiument in the city of London
built in remembrarice of the great fire which con-
fumed a large part of the city, A.p. 166¢, Inour
text the church 1s compared to fuch a piilar, cf
which zbe £ruth made known in the go{pel 1s the
‘glorious cepizal, and by which it is perpetuated
through all ages.

LET US NOW partlcularly confider what the A-
poftle means by the #7z¢h ; and in what refpeéis
the church may bejuﬁ:ly called the pillar and pe-
deftal of ihe truth.

1//. LET us enquire what is meant by zbe #ruth,
which 1s exprefled emphatically by the article be-
fore 1t ; as not referting to truth in general, but
that truth by which the chriftian church was at
firft formed, which is plainly the revealed gofpel.
T'his is the truth ; in oppofition to the idols of
the heathen, which are called vanity and a lie;
and to all the abominable falthoods corinefted with
idolatry ; alfo in oppofiticn to the {yftems of vair
philofophers, whole uncertain reafomngs blend er-

» 2

_-ror with truth, and can never give me infallible
1nﬁruéhon in the paths of wildom aad richteou{-
iefs, and lead them to perfeét happmefs in the fu-
‘tme world ; in fhort, in oppofition to all the errors
to which the human mind is at all times liable

when we depend merely cn our own reafonings in
Eatters of religion,

C
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suT what does the gofpel reveal ? Does it con-
tain but one fingle dorine ? Or is there a com-
plete {yflem of dodliines, which,  in one united
view make what 1s fo emphatically called 2be £7uth ?
The latter 1s plainly the calz : but there is one ca-
pital truth, with wirch all the reft are connected,
and on which they depend, viz—That the worp or
Gop, who was in the bezinning, and before all
things 5 by whom cop made the worlds ; who is
declared to be the son of cop, the brightnefs of his
glory, and the exprefs image of his perfon ; in the
fulnels of time, according to the prophecies of the
old teftament, took upon him our flefh and blood ;-
was born of avirgin ; grew in wif{dom and ftature to-
a ftate of manhood ; went about preaching the
kingdom of cop, and working the greateft mira-
cles ; and then died on the crofs as the trueand on-
1y facxé{\ﬁce for fins; but arofe again from the dead by
his divine power, and afcended into heaven in the
view of his difciples, where he lives forever as our
great High Prieft and Interceffor, and hath all pow:-
er in heaven and earth committed to him, is made
head over all things to the church, and appointel
to be Judge of the world at the laft day.—This &
the great doltrine which the apoftles preached eve
ry where ; who were appointed efpecially to be
witnefles of curisT’s refurreGion, becaufe this was
‘an important evidence of the truth of his whot:
charafler. And this do&rine is moft emphaticallf
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called tbe gofpe/, by which it 1s diftinguithed from
all other fyftems of religion and mcrality. Paul,
givino- a definition of the goipel of cop, in the be-
ginning of his epiftle to the Romans, {ays, it is,
& concerning JESUS curisT his fon, who was made.

“ of the feed of David according to the flefh, and
-¢¢ declared to be the son of con, with power accord-
““ing to the sprr1T of holinefs, by the refurrei-
““on from the dead.” And in the beginning of the
‘15th chapter of the firit to the Corinthians, he
makes this recital of the goipel which he had
preached to them, and by which they were faved,
viz. ¢ That carisT died for our fins according to
< the feriptures ; and that he was buried ; and that
“* he rofe again the third day according to the fcrip-
< tures ; and that he was feen of Cephas, then of
““the twelve ; after that he was feen of above zoo
¢« brethren at once, of whom the greater part re-
‘' main unto this prefent, but fome are fallen afleep;
tcafter that he was feen of James ; then of all the
‘¢ apoitles; and laft of all he was feen of me alfo,
< as of one born out of due time.” Indecd, every
?vjrhere in the new teftament, the preaching of the
apoftles 1s fummed up in their preaching curisT
Jesus the LorD, in all the chara&ers of his perfon
and mediatorial offices. Now thefe are conneéted
with a view of the holy nature of the great cop,
the purity and firiG&nefs of his law, the juftice of
&3115 government and the riches of his mercy ; with
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a belief of thefinfgl ruined ftate of all mankind,
the neceflity of repentance toward cop, and faith
toward our LORD JESUS CHRIST ; dependence on
that one offering for fins on the crofs by which he
has perfefted forever thafe that are {anctinied ; love
and gratitude for all that he has dghe and {uffered
for our deliverance from {in and the wrath to come;
fubrniffion to his authority as king of the church;
a fincere cheerful compliance with all his com-
mands,and careful imitation of his example ; the ob.
ligation of believers to [et their affctions on thing;
above, not on things _on the earth; to crucify the
fiefh with the affecticns and lafts, and keep them-
{elves pure from all the corruptions of the world,
and while they look for the fecond coming of the
LORD JESUS CHRIST, and the judgment of all men
accoraing to their works, te give diligence that they
may be found of their Judge in peace, and obtais
the great promife of eternal life in his heavenly
kngdom. This 15 that {yftem of divine truth plain-
Iy comprehended in the gofpel; every article o
which is eflfential, and muft be admutted by all whe
give proper credit te the revelation which Gop ha
given us by his son. If appears quite diftinguifha.
ble from all the inventions of human wildom,
from all the precepts of morality which make y
the religion of philefophers; and all the doubtiu
difputations which have long difgraced and obfcur
ed the piimitive gofpel. This glorious fyftem o
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truth, cop himfelf hath framed, his church is
conne&ed with 1t, and 1s defigned to fupport and
exhibit 1t to the view of the world, and be a per -
petual monument of it. This 1s the {fenfe in which
the church 1s calied the pillar and pedefial of the
-L.et us tneretore,

Fruth.

2dly consiper withh what propriety the church
is called zbe pillar azd pedeftal of the truth. The
church like a wonderful celumn, which cop has
erected and firmly eftablifhed, {upports the truth
“as the beautiful capital of the pillar, and exhibits
it to the view of the world. By every caurch,which
really belongs to cuHR 15T, the eflential truths of the
pofpel are maintained, have been continued from
the beginning of the golpel to this day, and will
remain, notwith{tanding all the eflorts of fatan and
the powers of the world to overthrow and ob-
literate them. By the public muniftry of the gof-
pel ; by its holy ordinances ; by the united profel-
{ion of believers. and their holy converfation; by
the fufferings of martyrs ; and by the faving effels
of the goipel from age to age, and in every nation
where the church appears, the fame great truths of
chriftianity are fupported and exhibited to the view
ot the world, Every church is a true church of
CHRIST, and ought to be recetved and acknowleg-
ed by all other churches as in chriftian union and
~fellowfhip, which holds thefe great articles of

PAy o
o= ﬂ"'
\-J"F

SR

i ﬁ]lﬁft"



22

T

chrifianity uncorrupted by the commands and
traditions of men, whatever difference there may
be as to fome outward rites and cuftoms which are
of no more importance than difputes about meats
and drinks. Nothing ought to hinder the church-
¢s from acknowleging and loving each other but
fuch great coerruptions as {trike at the very root of

chrifitanity, and are oppoflite to the effential doc.
trines and precepts on which 1t is founded.

rrnr church is a monumental pillar, 2all round
which, and on 1its pedeftal are infcribed the vi&to-
ry of curisT’s death over the powers of darknefs ;
the glorious manifeltations of divine juftice and
mercy in man’s redemption ; the multitudes of fa-
tan’s captives which curisT has rcleafed ; the cha-
racters of his peculiar people, and the privileges
and bleflings to which they are entitled. So long
as the church remains, thefe wonderful effeéts of
curi1sT’s appearing and kingdom will be remem-
bered ; the world may fee and admire ; may behold
and learn what the saviou r has done; and know
and embrace the offers of mercy to miferabie man- "
kind., The very continuance of this monument’
from age to age, with its original 1infcriptions, is
a ftanding evidence of the truth of that gofpel
which the apcftles preached ; enough to coufound
all the futile cavils of infidelity. Your own thoughts -

may {uggeft many other things which I have omit-
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ted for the fake of brevity ; and now I fhall only
add a few words of application.

reT me {peak to all chriftians who have heard
this difcourfe. You are members of the church of
' the living cop, which is erecled as the {upport and
monumental pillar of the truth. If you defire to
juftify your chara&er, and adorn and perpetuate
the doétrine of cop our sAviouRr, take heed that
you believe the uncorrupted go! 11..1 of CHRIST,
and acquaint yourfelves with every impcortant ar-
ticle of the chriftian religion, clearly conneQed
- with cop’s defign 1n fending his son 1nto the
world for the redemption and falvation of finful
men. But beware of multiplying the particular
articles of your creed, fo as to introduce matters
of doubtful difputation, perplexing to the mind ;
and which may be believed or rejeCted without
.any mjury to the common caufe of chriftianity.
Steadfaftly maintain the faith once delivered to the
~faints ; contend earneftly for it ; buit never {pend
‘your zeal upon matters of mere fpeculation, groun-
-ded on metaphyfical fubtilties, and nice 'diftinc-
;";‘ftéelas, which are mnot conducive to godly e-
dification.  Believe thofe truths of revelation
which are founded on plain fa&s ; which oc-
cur in almoft every page of the new teftament;
and without the acknowlegement of which no man
,:;s_}_jentltled to the name of a chriftian. Remember
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that the principal defign of every do&rine is to
work effeCtually on the hearts of men ; to humble
them under a fenfe ¢f {fin and bring them to re-
pentance ; to bring them to receive CHRIST as
their saviour and Lor p, who of cop is made un-
to. us wildom, and righteoufnefs, and fanétificati-
on, and redemption ; and to teach them all man-
ner of holy converfation-and unblameable conduét.
—Remember, that you ire called into cuHRisT’s
kingdom to be under the goveinment of his laws ;
that you may be taugh't what 1s that good and ac-

ceptable and perfe&t will of cop, and with a {pirit
of love and freedom obey all his commarids; that,

being led by the fpirit of curisT, you may efcape
the corruptions of the world,bear the moral 1mage
of your Gop and saviour, fhew your faith by your
pratice, and continue to feek a glorious immor-
tality by perfeverance in well doing ; that you may
{hine as lights in the world, and exhibit to all men
an evidence of the excellency of the gofpel in your
whole temper and deportment. See that you pay
a {pecial regard to curi1sT’s new command of Iove
to all the brethren. Love all who love the truth,
for the truth’s fake which dwelleth 1n them,where-
ver they live, and under whatever denomination
they are ranked. Take heed of that {pirit of par-
ty which i1s evidently the fpirit of the world, not
of cur1sT ; which, by dividing, has a moft dired.
tendency to weaken and pull down that one church
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which cop has erefted for his own honor. Choole
for yourfelves that form and order which in your
view comes neareft to the fimplicity of the primi-
tive apoftolic conftitution, and appears beft adapt-
 ed to promote the original defign of chriftianity :
_but never excommunicate, either in mind or pfac-

tice, any minifters or churches who hold the {ame
truths which the apoftles every where preached,
and follow after that holinefs of heart and life
which the gofpel requires. If any churches of any
" particular denomination deny communion at the
1.orD’s table, to all who do not follow with their
party, this is a very material objeCtion againft join-
ing their particular fociety, fufficient to hinder
chriftians, who know wlhat the church of curisT
15, from {ubjelting themfelves to {uch arbitrary
“rules as cuRrRisT never eftablifhed, and which are

contrary to the fundamental law of his kingdom,
viz. unity and love of the brethren.

. EVERrY chriftian may confider himfelf as makin~

| é‘ part of that monument which cop has ere@ed
-to exhibit and perpetuate the truth, and muft join
in lupporting and adorning the gofpel of our sa-
vrour. Therefore let the faith you peffefs; and the profefs
eminent graces and virtues of your conftant prac-
tice exhibit the primitive excellency of that religion

taught by the son of cop who came from heaven.
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W hat{oever things are honeft, or juft, or pure, or |.
lovely and of good report, if there 1s any virtue or
any thing which deferves praife,think on thefe thmgs ?— :
and do them. | |

cop grant all the churches may preferve the uni-
ty of tie {pirit in the bond of peace, and appear
beautiful as Tirzah, comely as Jerufalem, and ter-
rible as an army with banners!

2. LET no man glory that he belongs to this
church or that, though the pureft church in the
world, or moft conformable to the fimplicity of the
avoftolic pattern, while he himfelf remains a fer--
vant of fin, and has a mind blinded to the glotious
excellencies of curisT’s charalter, and alienated
from the life of cop. In vain you read and hear:
the word of curisT, and profefs to belong to the'
church of the living cop, it the truth dwelleth not!
in your hearts, and has no influence on your l1ves.§,
If you are not convinced of fin, and brought to re- f
pentance ; if you have not fled from the wrath toi
come,and heartily embraced the offer-of falvation by!’
JEsus cHRIST, who only can deliver you; if you:
are not fully perfuaded to follow him as true dif-;
ciples, to learn what he teaches, and do whatever
he commands ; you are not {fuch members of his

church as he will acknowlege at the great day.
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 They are not all the Ifrael of cop, which ar;—;} _
- Ifrael ; all that are included in the vifible church
are not chriftians whofe hearts are right in the
- fight of cop ; and many who ar¢ now in 6op’s vi-
~ fible kingdom, will be difowned by curisT, at
 the laft day as workers of iniquity, and be fhut
. out from his heavenly kingdom. Therefore reft not
ﬁ";fatisﬁed with any forims of chriﬁ:ianity, or outward
pr1v1leges, but remember that in CHRIST JEsUS,

T oL . o

| gumgnﬁo_n, bapiglfm by dlppmg or fprmklmg, pra_y-
~ing by the beft compofed forims or without, but
- faith which worketh by love ; and makes men new
 greatures, producing all the fruits of the {pirit,
| jwyhi,ch are oppofed to the works of the fleth and the
. gorruptions of the world. Let nothing flatter your
~hope of eternal life by carisT, but the power of
| "'fhe gofpel manifeftly appearing in the temper of
your minds, the affettions of your hearts, and the
‘hohnefs of your lives,

.- 3. I WILL now fay a few words to my brethren
_in the miniftry here prefent. Brethren—we who
i':@re employed as {fervants in the houfe of the liv-
ing cop, to minifter to his people the word which
he hath {fpoken by his son, and teach them to ob-
;1::,;!erve all things whatioever he hath commanded,
-;g:_naiy be infAructed, quickened, and encouraged by
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the preceding difcourfe. ‘The golpel is committed
to our truft, that we may teftify the grace of cop
to finful men through our LORD JESUS CHRIST,
and conftantly declare the charafters of the glori-
ous SAVIOUR, and '11 the impolrtlant truths *con-
nefted with the great doctrine of falvation,‘by the
incarnation, death and refurreCtion of the son of
cop. By the conftant preachmg of the fame doc-
trines of curR1sT upon which the church at firlt
was built, it muft be upheld and continued, a'n(}-r
additions made from time to timeof fuch as are
faved. Itis our pért to preferve with care all
the original infcriptions on the monumental pillar
of the truth, and never {uffer them to be defaced,
ouhtelated or altered ; to make the truth ma.mfef’r
to every man’s confcience, and exhibit it to the
world, not only by uncorrupted doétrine, but by
the example of our own faith, purity of life, meek
nefs, humility, and all holy converfation. Our con-
tinual aim and labour muft be to: convert finners to
Gop, and build up believers in faith and holinefs
fhewing them what is that good and acceptable am
perfect will of cop exhortmg to the exercife of eve
Iy grace, and the pratice of ev ery virtue, that the
may make the excellency of the gofpel confpicuo
to the world, and fecure to themfelves an inherit
ance among thofe who are fan&ified. Writien dire
tions are given us, by infpiration of cop,what dot}
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_trines to preach : we have no liberty to depart fr:n;
‘them and preach another gafpel than what curi1sT
and his apoflles preached, or mix with it deceitful
{chemes of vain philofophy, or the traditions of
‘men ; but muft {crupulouily adhere to the faith-
ful word in its original meaning and true intent.
We are alfo direfted, not only in the epiftles to
Timothy and Titus, but 1in many other {criptures,
“how we ought to conduét ourfelves in the church
of cop, and manage all 1ts important affairs ; and
‘we cannot {ubmit to any man’s authority over us,
to command us to teach or do what carisT’s word
does not require, or to forbid us to comply with
the direQions he has given for promoting the wel-
fare of the church. Therefore let us diligently ftu-
dy our divine Malter’s orders, and depend on his
‘-'..?holy {pirit to guide us more and more to the
:Zkowlege of the truth, and aflift us in the difcharge
~of our duty, that in our refpettive ftations we may
:be inftrumental of preferving and {preading the
-knowlege of the glorious REDEEMER, and honoring
‘him in the world. Let us avoid, as much as poi-
Aible, the perverfe difputings of men of corrupt
“minds, and give no occafion of vain janglings.
:Let us beware of preaching ourfelves inftead of
'CHRIST JEsus the Lorp, or engaging unnecceflarily
and unchautably in {fuch party controverfies as ra-
thCL {erve toincr cafe the enmity of profefiors to each
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other,than to promote truth, godlinefs and love to
all the brethren. Let none of us behave as lords
over gop’s heritage,afluming diftatorial authority,
and fubjecting the churches to our own arbitrary
management, but fhew ourfelves helpers of their
faith and joy ; that believing and obeying curi1sT’s
word, they may have comfort in his promifes, and
obtain the glory of his eternal kingdom.

MAY Gop profper our miniftry, multiply the
number of fincere believers every where, unite
them in the knowlege and love of the truth, and
make his church univerfal a name of praife to him

- among all nations of the earth !
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