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Dmn Sir, — I gend mth this o pamphlet containing the apecchcs of '‘¥on. Wxt.LmM

. 1) KELLEY, WENDELL Pmnmr&, and FREDERICK Douamsa, also articles from the pens

“‘""uf Emzun Wmmrr I;n;l'Wl;.LIABI IIJ-IGH.TON, on the neceas:ty of nmkmg all . men equal
bﬂfom the’ law and ask your careful perusal of it.

Mr. hulley uhowa us, tlmt, in the carly years of our Govemment the free NELTo WAs
allowed a vota in nunrly all the States, including most of tue Slave- Statcs. "ﬂr. Phllhps and -
Mr Douglm cull uttcntzun o, "the necessity and justice of this memure 3 and Mr Wright and
Mr nghtfm, to the political and economical considerations that should mduce us to grant it.

 Tam dlstnhutmg 10,000 mpms to anuslavery men in all the Fn,e States ;. but, {'esmng
L to mcream the number to 100, 000 or more, invite you to aid its circulation, on the. follow-
ng p]a.n : | |

Ifxryou will eend me what IIIGIIL‘.} you can vpare for this object, I will ferward you, free

rl

.. of posthga; such number as"you may send for at the rate of twenty copies for every dollar,

i':
ca on. Ot- 1f ynu w:ll seud me names, mth post-ofﬁce addres:., I will .send them: direct

A .
el ot ,_ﬂ_' " #';" "
g ';gn your name. If -you send me money without spemﬁc directions, I will distribute them
‘aemrdmg to- my best ablht}, and a.dvnse you of thé. dmtr:buhon when made.
Lo ] P {,f_‘ - Trul} your fnend, D
IS ~ - GEO. L. STEARKS.
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HON. WILLIA

M D. KELLEY,

OF PENNSYLVANIA,

IN SUPPORT OF II{S PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE BILL “T0O GUARANTEE TO CERTAIX
STATES, WHOSE GOVERNMENTS HAVE BEEN USURPED OR OVERTHROWN, A REPUD-
LICAN FORM OF GOVERNMENT;” DELIVERED IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESEN-
TATIVES, JANUARY 10, 1505,

_%

[ The House having u.ader consideration the bill #to
EUamnteo to certain St.izes, whose governments have
ey usurped’ or overthrown, a republican form of
voenment,” Mr. Kelley moved to amend the bill by
nserting after tho words *to coroll all the white
male citizens of tho United Stutes,’ the words,  and
nll other male citizens of the United States who may
he abletoread the Constitution thercof,' and sald: —}

Mg. SPEAKER, — These are indeed terrible
times for timid people. Uso and wont no
longer serve us. ‘T'lio guns traitorously fired
upon Fort Sumter threw us all out of the
well-beaten ruts of habit; and, as the war pro-
oresses, men find themselves less and less able
to express their political views by naming a

arty, or uttering its shibboleth. It is no
onger safe for any of us to wait till the elec-
tion comes, and accept the platform and tickets

rescuted by a party. We may hgve served
in its ranks for a litetime, and {ind at last—
costly and painful experience being our guide
—that, to obtain the ends we had in view, we
should have acted independently of, and in op-
position to, it and its leaders. In seasons like
this, an age on ages telling, the feeblest man 1in
whom there is faith or honesty is made to feel
that he is not quite powerless; that duty 1s
laid or him too: and that tho force that isin
him ought to be expressed in accordance with
his own convictions, and in a way to promote
some end secn or hoped for.

Tho questions with which we have to deal;
the grave doubts that confound us; the difficul-
ties that environ us; the results our action will
produce, fraught with weal or woe to centuries
and constantly increasing millions,—are such as
have rarelr been confided to a generation.
But happily we are not without guidgnce.
Our situation, though novel, does not necessa-
rily cast us upon the field of mere experiment.

True, we have Mot specific precedents which
we may safely follow ; but the founders of our
Government gave us, in a few brief sentences,
laws by which we may extricate our generation
| and country from the horrors that involve them,
and secure peace broad as our country, endur-
| ing as its Instory, and benecficent as right and
justice and love.

- The organized war-power of the Rebellion
{ 13 on the eve of overthrow. It belongsto us to
govern the territory we have conquered; and
the question of reconstruction presses itself
upon our attention: and our legislation in this
behalf will, though it comprise no specific pro-
visions on the subject, determine whether gue-
rilla war shall harass communities for long
years, or be suppressed in a brief time by pun-
| 1shments administered through courts and law

to marauders for the crimes they may commit
under the name of partisan warfare. At the

close of an international war, the wronged bat
I victorious Farty may justly make two clamms,

indemnity for the past, and security for the fu-
ture: indemnity for the past in moncy or in
territory ; security for the future by new trea-
ties, the establishment of new boundaries, or
| the cession of military power and the territory
| upon which it dwells. Indemnity for the past
woe cannot hope to obtain. When we shall
have punished the conspirators who invelved
the country in this sanguinar{ war, and par-
coned the dupes and victims who have arrayed
themselves or been forced to do battle under
their flag, we shall but have repossessed our
| ancient territory; re-established the boundaries
' ¢our country ; restored to our flag and Consti-
tution their supremacy over territory which
was otrs, but which the insurgents meant to
dismember and possess.  The other demand we




may and must succoasfielly tueko,  Socurity for
tho futuve is nccessiblo to ud, and wo must deo-
mand it; and to obtain it with amplest guoran-
tios requires tha adoption of no new iden, tho
making of no_oxperiment, thy entering upon
no sea of political spoculation. Ours would
havo beon an cra of peace and prospority, had
wo and our futhors accepted in full fuith the
ont principles that impolled thoir fathors to
cmand tho independenco of the United Col-
onies; gavo them strongth in counsol§ patience,
courage, and long enduranco in the field 3 and
guided them in establishing a Constitution
which all ages will recoguize as tho iniracle
of tho era in which it was framed and adopted,
and tho influence of which shall modify and
chango, and bring into its own similitude, the
goveroments of the world, Had wo, and the
encration that preceded us, accopted and
con guided Dby tho solf-evident truths to
which I allude, the world would novor havo
known the mortial power of the American
people, or reahized the fact that a government
that sits g0 hizhly as ours upon the people in
peaco i9 so infinitely strong in the terrible sea-
son of war.

The founders of our institutions labored con-
sciously and reverently in the sight of God.
They knew that they weve the creatures o' lus
power, and that their work could only be well
done by being done in the recognition of lus
attributes, and in barmony with the enduring
laws of his providence. "Lhey knew that his
ways were ways of pleasantness, and his paths
the paths of peace; and they endeavored to
embody his righteousness and justice in the
government they were fashioning for unknown
ages and untold millions of men. Thetr chil-
dren, in the enjoyment of the prosperity thus
secured to them, lost their faith in these great
truths, treated them with utter disregard, vio-
lated them, legislated in opposition to them,
and finally strove to govern the country in ac-
tive hostility to them; and, for a little while,
they seemed to succeed. DBut at length we
have been made to feel and know that God’s
justice does not sleep always; and, amid the
ruing of the country and thé desolation of onr
homes, let us resolve that we will return to the
ancient ways, look to him for guidance, and
follow humbly in the footsteps of our wise and
pious forefathers; and that, as grateful chil-
dren, we will erect to their memory, and to
that of the brave men who have died in
defence of their work in this the grandest
of all wars, a monument broad as our country,
pure as was their wisdom, and enduring as
Christian eivilization. So shall we, by our
firmness and equity, exalt the humble, restrain
the rapacious and arrogant, and bind the peo-
ple to each other by the manifold cords of
common sympathies and interest, and to the
Govermment by the gratitude due to a just and
generous guardian,

But, Mr. Speaker, I hear gentlemen inquire
how this 1s to be done. Tho process is simple,

casy, and inviting ¢ it is by nocepling in child.
liko faith, and exocnting with {irm and steady
purpose, throo or four of tho shuplo dogmas
which tho foundors of our Government pro-
claimy 1 to tho world, and which, alas! too
ofton wilh hypooritical lip-sorvice are pro-
fessed Dby all Awnoricans, even thoso who aro
now atriving, through blood and carnngo and
devastation, to found a broad empiro, tho cor-
ner-stone of which was to boe human alavery.
In announcing tho reasons which impellod
tho colonics to a soparation from tho mothor
country, tho American Fcoplé declured that
“a decont respect to the opinions of man-
kind " required “a declaration of tho canses
which itpelled thom to tho separation;” and,
in agsigning thoso causes, announced a fow gen-
cral propositions, embodying cternal and ever-
operating principles, among which woio, —
First, that “all men are ereated equal, are
endowed with cerlain inalienable rights;” and

that “among thesy are life, liberty, nnd the

pursuit of happiness.”

Sccond, that, “ to insure these rights, govern-
ments are instituted among men.”

Third, that ¢ governments deriva their just
powers from the consent of the governed.”

Fourth, that, * whenover any form of gov-
ernment becomes destructive of these ends, it
is thie right of the people to alter or to abolish
it, and to institute a new government, laying
its foundations on such principles, and organiz-
ing its powers in such form, as to them shall
scem most likely to effect their safety and hap-
piness.” And in these four propositions we
hava an all-suflicient guide to enduring peace
and prosperity. If ia the legislation wo pro-
pose, we regard. these seclf-evident truths, our
posterity shall not only enjoy peace, but teach
the world the way to universal freedom; bat
if we fail to regard them, God alone in his in-
finite wisdom knows what years of agitation,
war, and misery.ve may entail on postenty;
and whether the overthrow of our Govern-
ment, the division of our country, and all the
ills thus entailed on mankind, may not be
justly chargeable tc us.

'The tables ot the census of 1860 exlubiting
the population of’ the eleven insurgent States
show that 1t numbered and was divided as
follows : —

R - —
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Wi (‘iulnn;} l"npum&
“hita tign, Blave »n
BTATES. Population. Free, including
. Indinns,
Alabamn . . . . . ‘ 503,971 | 433,030
ArTRangng. « « « « & 324143 111,307
Flotlda . « o « & .+ it ¥ 02,077
Georzin. « « « « » & OL.650 ) 163,730
Louisiana. . . . . .| 4hY 450 350,610
Migsissippd « « « 4 & 133,001 4374H
North Curolina, . . G20 42 302,680
Southt Carolina. . . 201,300 - 412,408
TENHESSCO . o o o » 25,70 283,079
,I‘OKHS- P B 4 % ¥ 8 ‘1":“‘3“1 183,32‘}
\rirg&nlﬂ - 5 & & 8 @ 1,'[)-‘?1209 El“.ﬂl”
b,447,030 3,000,110
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"Thia table, as will ho ohiservad, embraces the
wholo of Virginin ay sho wan in 18605 and, as
[ hava not- the meany of distinguishing the pro-
portion of hor population that is embraced in
the now State of West Virginia, I permit it to
stand ay it 13, Tho now Stato is in the Union s
hor citizony nover assented to the ordinanco of
secession; they have provided for tho oxtin-
guishment of slavery within hor limits ; and mi.'
remarks, save in tho genceral scopo in which
thoy may ba npplicnhhs to any or all of the
States of tho Union, will not be understood as
applying to her, It is of the terrtory for
which it i3 the duty of Congress to provide
govermnents that I speak, 1 should also call
attention to the fact that tho Saperintendent
of tho Consus includes the few Int.[inns that ro-
mained in some of these States in the column
of white inhabitants, ‘Their number is not im-
portant; but it certainly should not bhe so
statedd ns to create tho iinpression that they
enjoyed the rights or performed thoe duties of
citizena. Iow unfair this classification is will
appear from the tact that the following section
from the Code of 'Tennessee of 1858, svction
3,858, indicates very fairly the position they
held under the levislation of cach and all the
above-named States:

“ A nogro, mulatto, Indian, or person of mixed
hlond, descendad from negro or Indinn ancestors to
the third generation inclusive, thovgh ona ancestor
of euch gonorntion may have been a white person,
whether bond or free, is incapable of beinga witness
in any case, civil or ¢riminnl, except for or against

each other.”

Correcting the error of the Superintendent
of the Census. I have enumerated the Indians
with the people to whose fate the legislation of
those States assigned them. It will be per-
ccived that when that census was taken the
white population munbered 5,417,222, and the
colorc(i‘ population 3,666,119.

It thus appears that the colored people were
consitierabiy more than two-fifths of the whole
population of the insurgent States; and that
while we have professed to believe that their
richt to life, hiberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness was inalienable, — could not be alienated
or reling .o} by them, nor taken away by
others, — * . ' e ignored their humanity, and
denied them the enjovment of any single polit
ical right.

That, wh'le we have professed to belicve
that goverr  onts are instituted among men to
sceure their rights, the history of our country
for the last fifty ycars proves that the whole

ower and constant labor of our Government
ave been exerted to prevent the possibility of
two-fifths of the pen]Ju of more than half our
country ever attaining the enjoyment of politi-
cal, civil, or social rights.

'That, while we have professed to believe
that all governments derive their just powers
from the consent of tho governed, we have
punished with ignominy and stripes and im-

prisonmont and death the men who had the
temority to assert that it was wrong to deny to
two-ﬁﬁ.ﬁn of thu peoply of a country, and, ns in
tho case of South bﬂrolilm and Minsiasippi, n
large majority of the peoply of the State, tho
right gven to petition for redress of griovance.

And while wo hava been awift to assure, in
torms of warmest sympothy, and sometimes
with active aid, any oppressed and revolting
l‘:unplu beyond the seas, that we believed it to
o the right and duty of such people, ¢ whone-
ever any torm of government becomes destimes
tive of the ends ” above indicated, “to alter or
abolish it, and to institute a new government,
laying ite foundations on ruch principles, and
organizing its powers in such form, ay to them
shall scem muost likely to effect their safety and
happiness,” we have, even to the boundaries of
the lakes and to the far Pacific shores, stood
pledged and ready to lay down our lives in tho
ﬁup?rcwinn of any attempt these Americans
mizht make to carry into eoffect this cardinal
doctrine of onr professed political faith. I it
any wonder that God, sceing millions of Ins
people thus trampled on, oppressed, outragd,
and made voiceless by those whostt fathers had
placed their feet in his ways, and whose lips
nover wearied in beseeching hig guidance and
care, shonld fill the oppressors with madness,
and open through their blood anid agony a way
for the deliverance of their long-suftering vie-
tims ?

But, Me. Speaker, it 12 asked, who are these
Empl »?  Thev are the laboring masses of the
South, — the field-haad, the hiouse-servant, the
mechanie, the artisan, the engincer of that
reaion. Their sinewy arms have felled the
forest; opened the farm and the plantation;
made the road. the canall the railroad. It was
by the sweat of thtir brow that the sunny
South was made to bloom; it i3 they whose
labor has guickened the wheels of commeree
and swelled the accumulating wealth of the
world, Upon their brawny shoulders rested
the social fabric of the Soutly; and an arrozant
aristocracy, that strove to dictate morals to the
world, boasted that one product of their toil
was a king to whom peoples aud governments
must bow. Mozt of them are yymorant and
deovadeds but that cannot be mentioned to
their diserace or disparagement.  Not they nor
their ancestors enacted the laws which made it
a felony to enable them to read the Constitu-
tion and the laws of their country, or the Book
of Life throuzh which their fawrer brethren
hope for safvation.  Duamb and veiceless most
of them are: Lut let not want of intetlectnal
nower be ascribed to them as a race, in view
of the wit, lnmor, sarcasin, and pathes, of the
learnine, logical power, and scientiic attain-
ments, off @ Douglass, a Gamet, a Remond, a
Brown, a Sella Martin, a William Crait, and
scored of others, who, evading the bloodhound
and his master in the stave-hunt, have made
their way to lands where the teachings of

| Christ are regarded, and the brotherhood of



man is not wholly doniods Othors of thom
aro and havo boon freo; at loast go far as to bo
ablo. to acquire u'o[i:rty, and sond their chil.
dron -to foreign landa for culture, Let somo
such apoak for themsolves. In the peotitiou of
tho coloied citizons of Louisiana to tho Yrosi-
dont and Congross of the United States, thoy
rospegtiully subioit, ~

“ That they nra natives of Lounislann and oltizona
of tho United Htutesy that thoy ave loyul citizons,
sincoroly attuohiod to tho country nnd tho Constitu.
tion, and ardontly deslre tho mnintonnnoo of tho
nationn! unity, for which they nro roudy to sncrifico
tholr fortunos and tholr Jives, - |

“'That n largo portion of them nro ownoers of roal
estato, nnd all of thom nro ownors of porsount prop-
orty; that many of thom aro ou d Rl tho puraull:a
of commorco und [ndustry, whbilo othors ure om-
ployed ns artisnus In various trados; that thoy are
all fltted to onjoy tho Privllugun and fminunitios bo-
longlng to tho condition of citizuons of the United
Statos; and among them may be found many of tho
descendants of thoso mon whom ho illustrions Jack-
aon styled his ¢ follow.gitizons,’ whon he called upon
thiem {o tako up unns to repol the onomies of tho
country.

“ Your petitioners furthor rospoctfully ropresont,
that over and above tho ri{;ht which, in tho lan-
guago of tho Declaration of Indepandence, they pos-
se3s to liberty and tho purauit of happinoss, thoy are
supported by the opinion of just and loyal men, o3~
pecially by that of Hon. Edward Dates, Attornoy-
Goneral, in tho clalm to tho right of cq{gying tho
priviloges and immunitics pertaining to tho condi-
tion of citizens of tho United States; nnd, to support
tho legitimacy of this claim, thoy belicve it simply
nocessary to submit to your Excellency, and to the
honornble Congress, the following conslderations,
which they beg of Is?'uu to weigh in the balance of
law and justico. Notwithstanding their forefuthers
gorved in the army of the United States in 1814.16,
and aided in repelling from the eoil of Louislana n
haaghty enemy, over-confident of snccoss, yet thoy
and their descendants have, ever sinco, and until the
ora of the present Rebellion, been estranged and even
repulsed, excluded from all franchises, oven the
smallest, when their brave forefathers offered their
bosoms to the enemy to preserve the territorial in-
teority of the Republic! During this period of
forty-nine years they have never ceased to bo
peaceable citizens, Eu.ylng their taxes on an nssess-
ment of more than tifteen million dollars!

“ At the call of General Butier, they hastened to
rally under the banner of the Union and liberty;
they have spilled their blood, and are still pouring it
out for the maintenance of the Constitution of the
United States; in s word, they are soldiers of the
Union: and they will defend it so long as their hands
have strongth to hold a musket.

“ While General Banks was at the siego of Port
Iudson and the city threatened by tho enemy, bis
Excellancy, Governor Sheploy, called for troops for
the defonce of the cit{; and they were foremost in
respouding to the call, having raised the first regi-
ment in the short space of forty-cight hours.

' In consideration of thia fact, as true and as clear
as the sun which lights this great continent, in con-
sideration of the services already porforined and still
to be rendered by them to their comnmon country,
thoy humbly bescech your Excelleuey and Congress
to cast your eyes upon n loyal population awaiting
with confidenca and dignity the proclamation of
thase iunlicnable rights which belong to the condi-
tion of citizens of the groat American Republie.

“Pheirs is but a fechblo voice cluiminﬁ attention in
the midst of the grave cuestions raised by this ter-
riblo conflict; yet, confident of thoe justice which
guides the action of the Government, they have no

hositatlon in spenking what Is prompted by thelr
hoartss ¢ Wo aro monj trout us as such.”

¥

This potition, which it is within my knowl-
odgo was prepared by one of the proscribed
raco, asks only for what the fathow of oue
country intended they should onjoy. Whoy
discovered in the Africo-Amatican the nattris
butes and infivinitios of their own nature, and
in orgnnizing governmonts, local or guneral,
made no invidions distinction betweon him and
his follow-men. Undor tho Articles of - Cone
foderntion, and at tho timo of tho adoption
of the Coustitution of the United States, and
long subseruent thereto, the freo colored man
was, with their consont, a citizen and a votor,
Our fathers meant that ho should be s, Their
faith in tho great cardinal maxims they cnun-
cinted was undoubting ; and they embodied 18
without mental reservation wheit thoy gave
form and action to our Government. No ono
who has studied the history of that period
doubta that they regarded slavory as tranaitor;f
and ovancscent. Noither the word “slave,”
nor any synonyme for it, was given place in tho
Constitution. ~ We know by the oft-quoted ro-
mark of Mr. Madison that 1t was purposely ox-
cluded, that tho future people of the country
might never be reminded by that instrument
that so odious a condition had cver existed
among tho people of the United States.  That
instrument nowhere contemplates any discrimi-
nation in refesence to political or personal
rizhts on the ground of color. Iun defining the
rights guaranticd by the Constitution, they are
never ﬁllln'itetl to the white populatien ; but tho
word ¢ people” is used without qualification.
When in that instrumaent its framers alluded to
those who filled the anomalous, and, as they
believed, temporary position of slaves, they
sguke of “persons held to service,” and in the
three-fifths clause of ¢ all other persons.” They
confided all power to ¢ the people,” and pro-
vided amply, as thoy believex, for the prutec-
tion of the whole people. Thus in the second
section of article one, they provided as follows
for the organization of the louse of Represen-
tatives ; —

“The House of Representatives shall be compozed
of members chosen every second yenr by the people
of tha several States; and the olectors in ench Stato
shall havo the qualificatiens requisite for electors of
the most numerous branch of the State Legislature."

And ia the amendments of the Constitution
we see how careful they were at a later day to
rruard the rights of the people : —

4 Ant. 1. Congress shall mako no law resl'mcting
an eatablishmeont of religion, or prohibiting thoe frco
excrclso thereof; or bridging the freedom of speech
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably
to nssemblo and to petition the Govornment for a
redress of griovances.

v Ant. 2. A well-regulated militia being necessa
to the zecurity of u freo State, tho right of the peupla
to keep und bear arms shall not be infringed.”

“ AnT. 4. The right of the people to be secure in
their persons, houses, papers, and effects, ngainat
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unrensonable sanrchos and svlzures, ahail not bo
violatod." _

“ Anr. 9. Tho enumeration In tha Conatitution of
corinin vights shnll uot bo conustrited to dany or dis.
punlﬁo othora rotained by the people.

“Aur, 10. The powors not dologated to the United
States by tho Constitutlon, nur prohibited by It to
tho States, aro resorved (o the States yospeatively, or
to the peaple.” |

It has, T know, been fashionably to deny that
tho framers of the Constitution intended Lo eme
brace colored persons when they used tho word
“pooplo;” and it is still assorted by some that
it was used with n mental reservation broad
and cffectivo enough to exclude them ; but the
Journals of the Convention, and the gencral
history of tho times, abound in contradictions
of' this false and mischisvous theory, the source
of all our present woes. A brief review of
contemporancous events ought to put this ques-
tion at rest forever.,

The Cofress of the Confederation twas in
acssion on the 25th of June, 1778, the fourth of
the Articles of Confederation being under con-
sideration.  The terins of the article, as pro-
posed, were, that “ the free inhabitants of cach
of theso States (paupers, vagabonds, and fusi-
tives from justice excepied) shall be entitled
to all privileges and immunities of freo citizens
in the scveral States.”  We learn by the Jour-
nal, that * the delegates trom South Carolina,
being called on, moved the fullowing amend-
ment in behalf of their State: In articlo four,
between the words * freée inhabitants,” inszert
‘white!” Iow was this proposition, identical
with that now made to us, received by the
sazes there and then assembled ? Eleven
States voted on the quuestion. Two, South

Jarolina beine one of them, sustained the
proposition; the vote of one State was di-
vided; and cizht, aflirmine the colored man’s
vizht to the privilezes of citizenship. voted
s noi’ and the proposition was thus neratived.
South Carolina —then, as shoe has ever been,
ersistent in mischief ~— furthier moved, throneh
Ler delerates, to amend by tnserting atter the
words ¢ the several States” the words ¢ aceord-
ing to the law of such States respectively for
the movernment of their own free wihite inhab-
itant.”  This proposition way alo negatived
by the same decisive vote, as appears by the
Journal of the Congress of the Contederation,
volume four, pages 3790, 350, What two States
did not vote upon the question, the Journal
does not indicate; but when 1t 13 remembered
that Pennsylvania led her sisters in the great
work of emanecipation, and that it was not till
nearly two years after that date that she abol-
ished slavery, it will Le seen that it was by a
vote of slavcholders representing slave States,
that the proposition to deny citizenship, its
rights, privileges, and immunities, to the col-
ored people was so emphatieally rejeeted. The
deleantes could not, with propricty, have voted
otherwise.  ‘To have done =0, they would have
acreed that, in vialattan of alt comuty, while
they secured the rights of citizenship within

P

the limits of their Stato to citizons of othors,
thoso othor States might deny themn to citizona
of their own. ‘Thoy did not probably foreseu
that South Carolina might cast the shipwrecked
citizen of another State, who had been thrown
upon licr shores, into a jail, beeauso of tho do-
creo of tho Almighty, who had given him a
comploxion not agreeablo to the eyes of her
Fcﬂple. and in default of tho ability to pay joil
cea thus unwillingly incorred, doomn i and
his postority to tho woes of perpotunl slavery ;
but they did sca that such a proposition epencd
the door to inequality, and possibly to oppres-
sion; and they resisted it with o fimnness and
forecast which thoir posterity have failed to
honor or cmulate.

Again, they could not have consistently
voted for such a propontion; for, by tho con<
stitutions of their own States, freo colored men
were voters, nnd in the enjoyment of the rights
of citizenship. Not only thien, but in 1789, at
the timo of the adoption of the Constitation of
the United States, there was but one Stato
whoso constitution distinguished ia this respect
against tho colored man.  This odious distine-
tion, so fraught with unforescen but terrible
consequences, marred the constitution of South
Carolina alone at the latter date.

I The constitution of Massuchusetts provided
that ~—

i Every malo pemon (being twenty-ono yvears of
age, and resident iu sy particular town in this Coms
monwenlth for the apace of one year next preceding)
having n frechold eatate within thesnine town, of the
annusl income of three pounds, or any estate of the
value of sixty pounds, shall have n rizht to vole in
the choice of a representativo or representatives for
the said town.”

Rhede Island had adopted no constitution,
but continued under colonial charter, which
provided for the election of members of the
General Assembly by © the major part of the
freemen of the respective towns or places.”

Connecticut also continued um{rr colonial
charter, according to which the qualifications
of au elector were * maturity in years, quiet
and peaceable behavior, a civil conversation,
and forty shillings frechold, or forty pounds
personal estate.”
l'l'hc constitution of New York provided
that —

“ Everv male inhabitant of full age, who shall have
persopally resided within one of the countivs of this
State for six manths immedintely proceding the day
of election, shall, nt such election, be entitied to voto
for representatives of the gaid county in the Assem-
bly, if, during tho time nfore<aid, he shull hnve been
n trecholder, possessing a frechold of the value of
twenty pounds within the said eaunty, or have rent-
ed a teuement therein of the vearlv valie of forty
shillings, and Lhave rated and actually paid taxes to
thia State.”

The constitution of New Jerscy contained
this provision : —

“ All inhabitauts of this colony, of full nge, who aro
worth fiftv pounds proclamation money clear estate
in the same, snd bhave resided within the county in
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which thoy claim to votoe for twolvo months §mmo-
dintoly preceding tho clostion, shall bo ontitied o
voto for reprerontntives In Counell and Assombly,
and nlso for ull othor publlo oftloera that shiall bo
oleotod Ly tho peoplo ol tho county ut large.”

g Tho constitution of Ponnsylvania provided
1L o=

“Livery freemun of tho full ago of twonty-ono
yonrs, hinving vesldad fn this State for the spaco of
otio wholu year noxt bheforo the day of eleation for
ropresentatives, and pald publio taxes during that
time, shall erjoy tho right of an clector; provided al-
ways that sons of frecholders of the ngo of twonty-
ono yonrs rhall be oeutitled to voto, although thoy
havo not paid taxes.””

The constitution of Dolaware declaved that —-

“ The right of sulltngo in tho election for membors
of both liouses shall romanin na exorciscd by lnw at
present.”

Tho declaration of rights, prefixed to the
constitution, containea tho following :—

* Livery freeman having suflicient ovidence of per-
manent common intercet, with an attacinuent to thoe
community, hath a right of suflimge,"

The constitution of Maryland provides
that —

* All freemen, abave twenty-one years of age, hav-
ing n frechold of fitty acres of lnnd in the county in
which they uifer to vote, and residing therein, nud
ull freemen having property in this Stato nbove the
value of thirty pounds current money, and having re-
sided in the county in which they offer to vote ono
whole year next preceding tho election, shall hava n
right ol“ﬁul'fmgﬁ it the election of delogates for such
county.”

The constitution of Virginia contained a
provision that —

“ Tho right of suffrage in the election of members
for Qoth louses shall remnnin ns exercised at pres-
ent.’

The declaration of righls, prefixed to the
constitution, vountained the following : —

“ All men having sufficient evidence of permanent
common interes!, with an attnchment to tho comma-
nity, have tho right of sutfrage.”

Tho constitution of North Carolina provided
that —

““ All freemen of the age of twenty-one years, whe
have been inhabitants of any one county within the
State tweive months iminedintely preceding tho day
of any clection, and shall have paid public taxes,
shall be entitlcd to vote for members of the 1louse of
Commons for the county in which they reside.”

The constitution of Georgia declared that —

*“ The clectors of the members of both branches of
the General Assembly shall be citizens and inhabi-
tants of this State, and shall hewve attained to the age
of twentyv-one years, and have paid tax for tho year
preceding the election, and shall have resided six
months within the county.”

The constitution of South Carolina provided
that —

“The qualifications of an elector shall be, ever
freo white mun, nnd no other person, who acknowl-

adgos tho bolng of n God, and hollovos In a fiture
stato of yownrds aud punishmento, and who hus ate
tnined tho ngn of ono and twenty yonrs, and hath
boon an inhabitant and resldont in this State for the
nruuu of ono wholo yenr hofore tho day nppointed for
tho oleatlon ko offera to glvo his voto at, nnd hath n
frochiotd at lonst of ity acres of iand or a town-lot,
and hiath beon logally solzed nnd lmannsnotl ot the
snmo nt Jonst aix months provious to suoh olect{on,
or hinths pald o tax tho procoding yonr, or was tnxnblo
tho presont yenr, at least six moiiths proviond to the
snld oloction, In u sum equal to tho tax on {ilty noros
of lund, to the support of this government, sholl bo a
pereon qualifled to voto for, and shnll Lo tmlmblu of
olocting, o reprosontative or ropresontatives.”

|

But, Mr. Speaker, to evade the forca of this
ovarwhelming array of facts, the pro-slavery
democracy and purblind conservatisn of the
country havo suggested that the thought of the
black man was not present in the minds of
thoso who fashioned theso constitutions and
bills of rights; that they could not have imn[.;-
ied that the freed slave or his pos@rity would
have the audacity to ask that thoy should be
recogmized as freemen and citizens of our coun-
try ; and with unblushing effrontory they have
made the ignorant believe that the Govern-
mont was organized, not for mankind, but for
the white man alone. The falsity of these sug-
gestions is fully exposed by the fact that
South Carolina made the distinction, and in
the Congress of the Confederation pressed it on
the attention of' the whole country, but will be
svill more amply demoustrated by the facts I
shall hereafter cite.  In every State but South
Carohug, and possibly Virginia and Delaware,
in which the right of suffrage was regulated by
statute, and not by constitutional provisiun, the
free colored man at that time was a voter.  In
no State constitution except that of’ South Car-
olina, which was replete with aristoeratic pro-
visions, was the right of suffrage limited by ex-
ress terms to the white man; consequently
ut few, if any, of the members of the Conven-
tion that framed the Constitution of the United
States could have failed to meet bim as a voter
at the polls. I remember well to have seen
negroes at the polls exercising the right of suf-
frare in Pennsylvania, where they enjoyed it
from the foundation of the Governnient to the
year 1838, when the growing influence of the
inereasing slave power of the country, operat-
ing on the political condition of those whom the
people had charged with no such duty, de-
prived colored men of this right by following
the example of South Carolina, and inserting
the word * white” in the constitution of the
State.  Similar action restricted their right in
New York, making it dependent on a property
3uali[ication, and deprived them of it in New
ersey and other States now free. ‘Lo her praise
be it spoken, except in Connecticut, which
State, In 1817, in complaisance to South Caro-
lina, inserted the word ¢ white” in her consti-
tution, they still enjoy the right throughout
New England, not 4s o councession fromn mon
of modern days, but hereditarily, from the
times in which the foundations of the Govern-
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ment woro Inil, Gontlemoen around mo from
tha Stato of Mavyland doubtloss well remom-
boe the days whon the freo colored man voted
in their State. It was only in 1833 that ho
was doprived of that inestimablo right by con.
stitutional amendmoent within ber limits,  That
tho nogro enjoyed this right in Nerth Cavoling,
until he was doprivod of it in the suno way, is
proven_by tho lollowing extract from the opin-
ton of Judgo Gaston, ol that State, in the Stato
v, Manual, which was decided in 1888, and
may boe found in 4 Dovercux and Battle’s
North Carolina Roports, page 25: —

“It has boon sald, that, hoforo our Ravolution, freo

orsons of color did not exorcisn tho right of voting
or momboers of tho coloninl Legislature. How this
muay Rave beon it would bo ditlicult at this timo to
nscortain, It is cortain, howovor, that vory few, It
any, coulll hinve claimed tho right of suflrago for o
ronson of a very different charnctor froin tho one
supposod, Thoe principlo of freohold sullengo seems
to hinve been Lrought over from Lngland with tho
first colonists, nnd to havo been preserved alinost in-
varlably in the colony over afterward” . . .
“Thoe vory Congress which framod our constitution
(tho Stuto constitution of 1776) wns choeen by frec-
holdera, ‘That constitution extendod the celectivo
franchiiso to cvery freeman who had arrived at tho
nge of twenty-one, and paid a public tnx; and 1t is a
malter of universal notoriety that under it free persons,
without reqgard to color, clatmed and exercised the fran-
chize until it 1wus taken from free men of color, a few
years since, by vur amended constitution.”

Tennessee was admitted to the Unton in
179G, Her constitution provided a3 follows:—

“ Lvery froeman of the nge of twenty-ono years
and upward, possessing a freehold in tho county
wherein ho may vote, nnd beiug an inhabitant of
this State, and erery freemnn beinz an inhabitant of
any one county in the State six months immediately
preceding tho day of clection, shall bo entitled to
voto for moembers of the Genernl Assembly tor tho
county in which he may reside,”

This constitution, as will be seen, endured
for forty years; during which the free colored
men of the State enjoyed their political rights,
and exercised, as will appear, a powerful and
salutary influence upon public opinion and the
course of legislation,

In 1834, a convention to revise that consti-
tution assembled at Nashville, and, accepting
the sugeesiton of South Carclina, Ly a vote of
33 to 23 limited the suiirage to free white men.
During those forty years, 1ree negraes had en-
joyed a right which made them a power; and
no chapter in our history better illustrates the
value of this power to both races, or how cer-
tainly great wrongs of this kind re-act and
punish the wrong-doer. Cave Johnson is a
name well known throughout the country, and
honored 1n Tennessce; and it was his boast
that tho free men of color gave his services to
the country by clecting him to Congress.  On
page 1805 of the Congressional Globe for the
-session of 1853-54, will be found the foltowing
statement of Hon. John DPettit, of Indiana,
made in the United States Scnate, May 25,

1854, whilo discussing tho suffragoe clavso of
the Knusas-Nobraska hill ; — .

U Many of tho States hnve conforrad this right {(of
pt{Tengo) upon Indlana; and wwny, both North and
South, havo couferrod it upon froo negroes without
prul;urty. Old Cavo Johnson of ‘Tonneasoo, nn hone-
ored and roapuctablo gentlownnn, forinorly PPostmie
tor-Glonornd, nud for o long timo n mombor of tho
other Houso, told mo with ﬁlu own tps that tho firet
timo ho was elected to Congress from Tonnensen (In
18238), it wus by tha votes of threo negroess aud he
told o haw, I'ros negroes In Tonnossco wore thon
nllowed by tho constitutlon of the Stato to votey and
ho was an fron manufacturer, and had o lnrgo nume.
bar of freo nogrocs nas well us slaves {u his cmploy.
[ woll recollect tho number ho stated,  One hundrod
aned forty-four freo negroes in his omploy went to tho
ballot-hox nnd ulcutug him to Congress tho flrst time
ho was olected."

Fow will now deny that slavery is a curse,
alike to the master and the rervile race.
None will deny that slavery has been a curso
to that Stato in view of the vast mineral re-
sources of Tennessce; her fing natural sites
for great cities; her capacity to feed, house,
clothe, ¢cducate, and profitably employ free
Iaborers; her recent history, the abundant
source of future song and story ; the pious and
patriotic endurance of the brave and God-fear-
ing peoplo of the castern rection of the State;
and the perfect abandon with which their more
aristocratic fellow-citizens of the western sce-
tion of the State espoused the cause of the Re-
bellion the cruclties inflicted on the loyal
})enple by tho traitors; the horrors and the
ierotsinn of the border warfare that has desolat-
cd her fair fields, and the rancorous feuds and
intense hatreds, which the grave can only ex-
tinguish, that have been engendered among
her people by the war.  And who, if the ap-
parently well-founded tradition be true, that a
proposition to incorporate in her constitution
of 1796 a clause prohibitineg slavery was lost
by a majority of one vote, will esimate the
evil done by the man who thus decided that
momentous question ?

The history of slavery in Tennessee, and
the determined resistance so long made against
its struggles for supremacy, will, I am sure,
justify a brief digression. There were in 1796,

it 13 saul, considerably less than five thousand

slaves within her limits, who had been brought
thither by the earlier settlers of what was then
known as the territory south of the Ohio. The
influence of the colored citizens 1s ‘traceable
throaghout her earlier history. 8o carly as
1801, betore she had existed five vears as a
State, the Legislature conferred the power of
cmancipation upon the county courts of the
State by an act, the preamble to which signifi-
cantly says: '

*Whereas the number of petitions presented to
this Legislature praving the emancipation of slaves
not only tenda to involve the State in great ovils, but
is also productive of great oxpense,™

In 1812, the introduction of slaves into the
State for sale was proliibited by law, Yet in
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the twonly yoars betwoon 1700 and 1810, by
the power of emigration from slava States
and natural increase, the numbor swelled from
losa than four thousand to upwards of forty-four
thousand.  “Lhis rapid increase of slave popu-
lntion ,alarmed tho ]_wo&ﬂu, sud amancipation
societies woro organized in different parts of
tho State.  Fixtracts from an address dolivered
on tho 17th ot August, 1810, by request of one
of these nocictios, and repeated with its a
]:-rm*nl on the 1st of January, 1817, nud which,
iving boon printed, not anonymously, but hy
Heiskell & DBrown, was largely distrubuted by
the socicty, aro before me. It proposes to
show, —

Fist, the object or design of tho socioty.

Second, that tho principlos of slavery are
inconsistent with tho ru.wa of nature and revoes
lation.

. _'l‘hlird, gomo of its ovils, both moral and po-
itieal.

Fourth, that no solid objections lio against
gradual emancipation,

To show the freedom with which the subject
was then discussed, I offer a brief extract or
two. In those days the pcopls of Amorica
had not learned, nor did they yet protend to
beliove, that the Constitution of the United
States denied them the right to think of the
condition of any class of suffering people, or
mado it a erime to utter their convictions and
their philanthropic emotions. Thus this ad-
dress to the people of Tennesseo says:

“ Slavery, ns it exists nmong us, gives a master o
property in the slaves and their desaendants ns mnuch
as Inw can give a property in land, cattle, goods, and
chattels of any kingd, to be used at the discretion of
the master, or to be sold to whom, when, and where
ho pleases, with the descendants forever. It is true,
if the master take nway the lifd of the slave ander
certain circumsiances, our laws pronounce it mur-
der. But the laws leave it in the power of the mas-
ter to destroy his life by o thousand acts of lingering
cruelty. He may starve him to death by degrees, or
he may whip him to death if he only take lnng
enough time; or he mny s0 unite the rigors of har
Iabor, stinted diet, and exposure, a3 to shorten life.
The laws watch against sudden murder, as if to
leave tho foriorn wretches exposed to any slow death
that the cruelty and malignant passions of o savago
muy dictate. Nor is thero any restraint but a8 sense
of pecuniary loss, feeble barrier against the effects
of the malevolent passions that are known to re-
side in the human heart. The most inhuman wretch
muy own slaves, nas well as the humane and gentle.
Should Iaws feave one human being in the power or
another to such an extent? In many countries
where slnvery exists the Jaws preserihe the manner
in which they shall be used; and that, too, in lands
which do not boast either of the light and science
we cnjoy, or of tho liberty and equality which raize
us above and distinguish us from all the nations of
the globe.”

Nor did the movement, as appears af lcast
from this address, contemplate the abolition of
slavery in Tennessee alone; for, after alluding
to the great doctrines promulgated in the Dec-
laration of Independence, it says:

“On the certainty of the unchangeabloness of
thesa truthe, we justify our separation from tho Gov~
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ornmont of Groat Britaln,  For tho dofones and one

joymont of thooo prinolplos our, fathors willingly mot
donth, and surrondored tholr llyos martyra, {hoy
boquonthiod thom 1o us as tho grontost of humnn log.
nolos, Yot slavory, ns {4 axistd fn tho United Btutos,
is In dlreot o pusltl’uu to thoso solf-ovidont wnxims,
Livory lino of our history, ovory hattlo n our atrug-
glo for fndopondonoe, overy ntmlyorsary of our nie
tionnl birth, condaeinny the ]]lrlnulpluu of slavery, mnd
flxos on us tho chargo of glaring lnconsistonny 3 nnd
ovory lnw pussod by Loglsiutures (n fuvor of slivory
{4 In dlveot oppositinn to tho prineiples of our no-
tloun) oxistonce. Lot us willingly do that which we
Justly blamo Great Dritain for rofusing to do’ until
forcody namely, ackrowledyo the riyhts of men, and
;lj:'vu, in o suitable way, mora than ona million and a
alf of peeple Lo enjoy theae sacred rights”

In 1834, whoen tho convéntion to rovise the
Constitution asxsemblad, the slaves in tho Stato
nunbered more than ono "hundred and fifty
thousand. The power of the slave oligarchy
had incronsed, and opposition to tho institution
had, perhaps, becomoe less powerful.  But in
the first week of the convention, petitions on
tho subject of cmancipation were prosented
from tho citizony of Maury county, and wore
soon followed by others from Robortson, Lin-
coin, Bedford, Overton, Roane, Rhea, Knox,
Monroe, McMinn, Blount, Sevier, Cocke, Jof=
forson, Greene, and Washington, many of tha
signors being slaveholders, and all praying that
all the slaves should be made freo by the year
1866. 13y an unforescen process the prayer of
those petiticners will bo granted, tlmugfx tho
convention to which they addvessed their prayer
gave an unfiworable responso, and, as if'in do-
rision of the petitioners, atterapted to fasten
his shackles more firmly on the slave. God,
whoso

“ Ways secm dnrl*f, but, soon or Iate,
They touch the shining hills of day,”

in His infinite merey and wisdom, has in this
respect reversed the decrees of man. Well
for Tennessee and her bleeding people would
it have been had the members of that conven-
tion bowed reverently to Ilis will, as did the
framers of the Constitution of the United
States, and so worded the instrumnent they
fashioned that it would not have informed pos-
terity that so odious an institution as slavery
had ever been tolerated by the State. |
During the second week of the session, Mat-
thew Stephenson, a farmer of Washington
county, a native of Rockingham county, Vir-
fnin, moved “that a committeo of thirteen,
one from cach:congressional district, be ap-
pointed to take into consideration the propricty
of designating some period from which slave
shall not bu tolerated in this State, and that all
memorials on that subject that have or may be
presented to the convention be referred to said
cominittee to consider and report thercon 3”
which resolution, by a: vote of 38 to' 20, was
laid on the table on 1st of Janunary, 1885.
'This action of the convention was not rend-
ily dequiesced in by the people; and to avert
popular indignation, it was “resolved that a




18

committeo of throo, ono from cach division of
tho Stato, bo appointed to draft tho reasons
‘that govorned this convention in declining to
not upon tho momorials on the subject of slov-
ory.”  ‘Tho address propared by the committeo
appointed under this resolution doos not at-
tempt to dofond or npologizo for slavery; does
not deny that it in o gront wrong; speaks of
“the unenvinblo condition of tho slave;” of
slavery as “unlovely in all its sspects,” and
doplores “the bittor draught tho slave is
doomed to drink.” It resta tho dofenco of the
convontion on other grounds than divino sanc-
tion of this monstrous wrong, this hidcouy out-
rago upon overy precept of Christinnity, this
violation of overy clauso of the decalogue. It
puts its defenco on tho ground of policy, and
asserts that o constitutional provision looking
to gradual emancipation would depleto the
Stato of its laborers; that men would hurry
their slavea into Alabama, Mississippi, Louisi-
ana, Missourt, or Arkansas, where they would
be less kindly trcated than in Tennessce, and
where the prospects of ultimate emancipation
would be more remote. This address to the
peoplo of Tennessee admonishes us of tho pe-
ronnial fountain of ¢vil they would inflict on
the peoplo of the insurgent district who would
doom the more than three million six hundred
and sixty-six thoueand people of color, dwell-
ing within its limits, to that dubious measure
of frcedom enjoyed by men to whom political
rights are denied, by the following pointed pas-

sapge: —

# Tho condition of n freo man of color, surrounded
by persons of a different caste and cownplexion, is
the most forlorn and wretched that can be imanined.
He is a stranger in the land of his nativity; he is an
outcast in the place of hia residence; ho has scarcely
a motive to prompt him to virtuous action, or to
stimulate him to honomble exertions. At eve
turn and corner of the walks of life ho is beset with
temnptations, strong, nay, almost irresistible, to the
forcer of which in most cases ho may by expected to
yiceld, the consequence of which must boe that he
will be desraded, despised, and trampled upon by
the rest of the community. When the free man of
color is oppressed by the proud, or circurmavented by
the cunning, or betrayed by those in whom hoe has
reposed confidence, do tho laws of the land afford
him more than o nominal protection? Denied his
oath in a court of justice, unable to call any of his
awn color to be witnesses, If the injury he complains
of has been committed by a white man, how many
of his wrongs must remain unrcdrossed; how many
of his rights bo vialated with impunity; how poor
a boon does ho receive when he is receiving frecdom
if what ho roceives can bo called by that name!
Unenviable as {s tho condition of the slave, unlovely
as slavery is in all its aspects, bittor as tho dranght
may bo that tho slave is doomeod to drink, noverthe-
logs his condition is better than tho condition of tho
freo man ot color in the midst of o community of
whito mon with whom hoe has no common interest,
no follow-fecling, no cquality.”

And it speaks to euch with more pertinency
than it did to those for whom it was written,
when it says, —

“ What, thon, would be tho condition of the com-

munitf, with such a multitude of human boings
turned looso in society, with all tho habits, morals,

and mannors of tho alavo, with ont_x the name und
nominal privifeges, but withoul any of tho real biensings
n( liberty, or the resl privileyes of the fresman?
Would not two dintinet 0{nnuu of pooplo I tho sameo
community nrray thomuolvos nguaint cacly othor in
porpotunl hoatility and mutusl distrust?  Wonld
not tho constant aollision that would take plnco bo-
twoon tham produco a fevoerish oxolftomoent, aliko
destructive to tho hinppinesa of both partioa? Wonld
not tho conditlon of freo pouplo of color, undor the
operation of tho causes already enumerated, bo more
wrotehod than tho condition of tho slavesa? HWould
not the whita portion of the communily bn more insecure
with such ¢ multitude amony them, who had no common
intercst with, no bond of union to, that part of the come
munity with whom they were mized, and yel from whom
they weve forever separated by a mark of distinction
that time tself could not wear away? Tho peoplo of
color, mtmerous s they would bo, with no kindred
feeling to unito them to that part of tho commuuity,
whoin they would both envy and hato, would, nover.
theless, havo at thelr cotnmand u portion of phralcul.
utrcngth that might and probably would be wiclded
to tho worst purposes, 'lThay would look ncross tho
southern boundury of tho State, and there they
would sco in n stato of servitudo & peoplo of thefr
own color and kindred, to whom they were bound
by tho strong bonds of consanguinity, and with
whom thoey could make & common cuause, and would
thoy not be strongly tempted to concert plans with
them to oxterminate the white man and take possese
slon of the country? Thoey would then pogsess tho
means of consulting together, of co-operating with
cach other, and let it not be forgotlen that they would
be animated by every feeling of the human heart that

impels to action,”

Qur millions will not look across the bound-
ary and behold a people of their coler and
kindred in bondage. In all the States of Cen-
tral America, as in Mexico, the colored man is
not only free, but a citizen in the full enjoy-
ment of all the rights according to any man
under his Government. But on this point X
shall bave a few words to say hereafter.

How blinded by the pride of caste were the
authors of the address frcm which I make
these extracts! How fatally did they iznore
the fact that God had made all nations of
one blood! It was not necessary that Ten-
nessee should expatriate her laborers, or main-
tain slavery, ur create in her midst so danger-
ous a class. It was open to that convention to
avoid the great iniquity, which, it appears, a
majority of its members had predetermined,
namely, the deprivation of the free colored
man of the political rights he had enjoyed for
forty years, and to have maintained the exist-
ine rights of those whose labor was giving con-
sideration to the State and wealth to its peo-
ple. But they bad already forgotten the max-
ims of their fathers; and it will be well if we
do not adopt their folly as our wisdom. Let us

rofit by their sad experience, and be warned
Ey tho voice of Jefferson, who exclaimed, ~—

“ With what oxecration shonld tho statesman be
loaded, who, permitting one-half tho citizens thus to
teamplo on the rights of the other, transforms those
into despots and these into enemics —destroys the
mlc;rnl!s of tho ono part, aud tho amor patrie of tho
otherl”

And let us remember, too, that a wiser than’
he has said, —



4 Woao unto thom that deoroo nnrighteoun deovoeos,
nid writo griovousnoess whish thoy hiavo prosoribod;
to turn aside tho noedy from judgmont, and toko
away tho right from tho poor.”

But plausible as wero tho roasons set forth
in thiy addreys, ita authors did not intimato to
tho peoplo, that oven thoy doubted that tho
great wrong of slavery would soon disappear;
aud, ns n{rpuura by pagos 92 and 03 of the
Journal, they furthor said, —

“ But tho friends of humnnity neod not deapnlr;
tho momorinlists neod not drond that alavery will bo
Purpotuul In our highly fuvorod countey® , . « .
' Under the npproving smilo of {lonven, and the fos-
torlng cnve of 'rovidonoe, slavery will yot bo oxtin
guishiod in o way that will work no ovif to tho whito
man, whilo it produces tho happiest offeots upon the
whole Afrienn rnco . . « v . . Y“Let it bo re-
mombered that thero ia an approprinte time for every
work beneath the sun, and o promnturo attompt to do
any work, particulnrly any great work, soldom falls
to prevent sucecss, A promature atteinpt on tho
part of a siek man to loave hils bed aud his chamber
would inovitably prolong his diseaso, or perhaps plnco
it boyond the powor of medicine. A slmilar attompt
on thoe part of u pour man to place hiwnself in n stato
of independence, by engnging in somo plausiblo but
imprudont apeculation, woulk Bmlmhlv involve him
in embarrassment from which he could not extricato
himself throughout tho whole remalning portion of
his lifo. So n premature atteinpt on tho part of tho
benevolent to get rid of the evils of slavery would
cortainly havoe tho effect of poatponing to o fur dis.
tant day the nccumtrltshment of an even! devoutly
and ardontly desived by the wise and the good in
evory part of our beloved country.”

The sophisms of this report were not per-
mitted to pass without notice, -+ Stout old Mat-
thew Stephenson, (for he was then in the fifty-
eighth year of hig age,) sustained by several of
his associates, caused their protest to be enter-
ed on the Journals. They said, among other
things, —

¢ We believe the principles assumed in the report,
and the arguments used in their support, ave in their
tendency subversive to the true principles of repub-
licanism, and before we can consistently give them
our urqualified assent we must renounce the doc-
trine that * all men are created equal; that they are
endowerd by their Creator with certain unalienabls
rights; that among theso are life, libarty, and the
pursuit of happiness.' Above all, we believo the
report is at variance with the spirit of the gospel,
which is the glory of our Innd, the precepts and
maxims of which are found in the Bible. One of its
excellent rules is, * As ye would that men should do
unto vou, do ye even so unto them.! Now, to apply
this golden rule to the casoe of master and the siave,
wa have just to plice ench in the other's stead, then
nsk the question honestly, * What would I that iny
servant, thus placed in power, should do unto me?' "

“ But wo aro told nature has placed on the man of
color n mark of distinction which neither time nor
circumstanc’ 3 can obliterate,

“ We admit the fuct, but are nevertheless unable to
perceive in that a good reason for denying to him the
common right of man. ‘The words of eternnl truth
are, thnt God has made of one bload all nations that
dwell upon theo earth, and the undeisigued, in the
languago of Cowper, are unwilling to * find their fol-
Jow-crenture guifty of a skin not colored like their
own;’ nor can we admit as just the rule thatwould
assign lo men their rights according lo the different
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shadas ¢f color.  In tho opinlon' of tho undoraigned
nll tha ovlla so strikingly and so oloquont!; purtmymf
In tho roport, rospooting the froo pooplo of color
whilo mmong ve, apply with equat, nuy, with grontor
forco to tho snmo punsﬂu wiillo in slavory, unloss, fn-
deail, slavory glves digulty to man,  Aud althongh
tho mumnrlulla'fa do not lint ut rolniuing tho pooplo
of color; nmong us whon freo, but wsk that somo
monns bo devised for thole romovals nor wotld tho
underaignod bo underatood as ndvocnting any systom
of omancipation unconnecotod witly or without o vlow
to thoir colonization; yot wo botiove thoy would bo
happior aud salor subjoots ol our Govoermnont s freo
mon than as slavea, . As wo hold it wise policy in every
Government to make it the intevest of all its aubyects (o
support, defend, and porpetucts €8 civil inatitutions, is
it reasonably to supposs that any would desire the per-
manent existence of that Goverament which denied to
them all the vights of freement  Solomon, in his wis-
dm:},' !ma sald, ¢ Opprossion mukes a wise mun
mod,’ '

Dr. Joseph Kineaid, of Bedford county, o
nativo of I\l;ndison county, Kentucky, also pre-
pared o protest against the doctrines of the
atddress, and enused it to bo ontered on the
Journals, IFrom that protest I make but the
following extract :— o

“ Cnn tho froo man of color bo torn from his wifh
and family and driven fu chuins to o forelgn land and
there sold in tho market liko n dumnb brute to him
who will give tho greatest sum for him, though his
heart bloeds nnd bosom yearns with bowols of com-
passion and paternnl tenderness for the wife and
children of his bosom, who nra2 boue of his bone and
ficsh of his flesh? e cannot. Orcau the children
of the fond mother ba torn {rom Aer bosomn while her
heart is wrang with distress, and she agonizes in do-
spair and mourns for thom, and will not he comforted,
because they are not?  This cannot be dune. Thon
does this not sweelen tho *draught’ which the freo
man of color dnily drinks? Most iadubitably it does.
Are these blessings secured to the sluve?  We have
seen thov are not., What is it, thep, which consti-
tutes the sitnation of tho slave detler than that of the
Jree manof color?  Does the superior happiness and
comfort ot the slave over that of the free man of
color consist in the amount of bread and meat which
he receives at the hands of his mastor tosubeist him,
which he has not to troublo himself about the pro-
curing of? The report scems to predicate a good
portion of the solid comfort of the sluve upon tho
daily rations which he drnws from his inaster’s stores.
But this conclusion the wndersizued cannot sub-
seribe t0; a5 an Amertcan citizen ho wonld put a
higher estimate upon the liberty which is enjoyed
even by the freo man of color. What! will it ba
said that Afs rights, privileges and happiness shall be
balanced in tho seale against tho allowance of coarse
fure which is given for daily subsistenco to the slave,
and thoe tatterad gnrments that are furnishad  him to
defend his body against the inclemency of the sea~
son, and the chuins with which he may be dound in
order to send him to a forefgn market? Monstrous
doctrine! Cannot the free man of color, with the
[obor of his hands, one-sixth part of his timo, pro-
cure a3 amplo a supply of food nnd rahment as is
furpished the aluvn‘ip on, and cnn he not then sit
down under his own vine, in the besow of his family,
and enjoy it, and thero shall *bo none to disturb or
mako him afraid ¢ '

Nor did the controversy end here; for tho
committee made a supplementary report, and
true-hearted old Matthew Stephenson and hisg
agsociates entered their second protest on the

ﬁ journal of the convention.
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In dvawing tho picturoa of the condition of
tha freo man of color, the comumitteo ropresont.
ing tho mnjority of tho convenfion ovidently
hal to view what they intondod to mako his
future and not his past condition in that Statoe;
for the convention, instond of pmviding for the
abolition of sluvery, threw arovid that institu-
tion an additionnl safeguard by providing that
“ the General Assembly shall have no power to
pass laws for the emancipation of' slaves with-
out tho consent of their owner or owners;” and
by n voto of' 33 to 23, changed tho lunguage of
the clauso regulating the clective fi mnuﬁiﬂu {rom
¢ frecmen,” as it had stood from the organiza-
tion of the State, to * freo white men,” sinco
which timo the negro has had no voice orshare
in the management of the public affairs of that
State.  Lhus South Caroling triumphed over
freedom in Leancessee.

But to return to my line of argument, having
wandered too far in this interesting digression.

Amplo as this is, wo do not depend on the
action of the Congress of the Counfederation,
aund of the Convention for framing tho Consti-
tution of the United States, and the provisions
of the soveral State constitutions, lor all the
proof the men of that period left that they
recognized the right of man, by reason of his
manhood, to the enjoyment of all the rights of
citizenship. A long and uniform course of
legislation, relating to and regulating territory
stretching from the lakes southward to the Gulf
of Mexico, confirms the fact. Congress, under
the Articles of Confederation, twice provided
for the government of Territories, and under
our present Constitution the Congress of the
United States much more frequently. The
distinguished men who oceupied seats in those
bodies prior to 1812 had not been enlightened
by the sibylline mysteries given to the world
in the celebrated letter of General Cass to Mr.
Nicholson, nor by the doctrine of ¢ popular
sovereignty” so persistently reiterated by Doug-
las as his “ great doctrine ;” ner Ly Calhoun’s
theory, which was finally accepted as the car-
dinal, it not the sole doetrine of Democratic
faith, that the flag of the United States, wher-
ever it may be borne, on land or sea, carrics
with it and protects human slavery, as an-
nounced by Toombs in his Boston address of
January 24, 1856. They knew that it was the
duty of Congress, altke under the Articles of
Confederation and the Constitution of the Uni-
ted States, to legislate for the Tervitories and
provide governments for their regulation. The
resolutions of the Congress of the Confedera-
tion for the temporary government of territory
ceded by the int‘l)ividunl States to the United
States, adopted April 23, 1784, provided for
the establishment of territorial governments by
the ¢ frce males of full age;” and the famous
Onrdinance of July 13, 1787, for the govern-
ment of the territory north-west of the river
Ohio, which repeals the resolutions of 1784,
and the salient point of which was known first
as the ¢ Jefferson proviso,” and later, in con-
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noction with tho Orogon strugglo, aa the
“ YWilmot proviso,” vested tho right of suffrago
in the “freo male inhabitants of full ape,”
with a certain frechold qualification,  This
Ovdinance wasre-onacted immediatoly aftor tho
mlu&tion of our present Constitution, by the act
of Congress of August 7, 1780 and in this
roapect was tho precedent for every subscquont
terrvitorial act passed until 1812, ‘The several

- acts passed from the foundation of the Governs~

ment to that dato were an follows : —

Undor the Congress of the Confederation,
those to which I havo referred, namely, that of
April 23, 1784, “for tho temporary governs
ment of territory ceded or to be ceded by
the individual States to the United States;”
and that of July 18, 1787, “for the govern-
ment of the territory of the United States north-
west of the river Ohio”

And by the Congress of the United States
sinco the adoption of tho Constitution ;—

The act of August 7, 1789, already referred
to as re-cnacting the Ordinance of 1787

The act of Lfay 26, 1790, for the govern-
ment of the territory of the United States
south of the river Ohio, under which, as wo
!mvle seen, the State of Lennessee was organ-
ized;

The act of April 7, 1798, for the establish-
ment of a government in the Mississippi terri-
tory

‘The act of May 7,1800, establishing Indiana
Territory ;

The act of March 26, 1804, for the govern-
ment of Louisiana, which provided for a legis-
lative council, to be appointed by the Presi-
dent of the United States, and not for an
elective Legislature, as did all the rest;

The act of January 11, 1805, for the govern-
ment of Michizan Territory ;

The act of March 2, 1805, for the establish-
ment of the Territory of Orleans; and

The act of February 3, 1809, for the govern-
ment of Illinois Territory ;

And in no one of these ten acts was any re-
striction placed on the right of suffrage by rea-
son of the color of the citizen. In none of
them was the word ¢ white ” usi,l to limit the
richt to sufirage.

The next territorial act was that of June 4,
1812, providing for the government of Missouri
Territory. More than twenty-two years had
then passed since the adoption of the Constitu-
tion; and the men who had achicved our inde-
pendence and fashioned our institutions in har-
mony with the fundamental truths they had
declared, and who during this long period,
more than the average active life of a genera-
tion, had resisted the aristoeratic and strife-
engendering demands of South Carolina, were
rapidly passing, indeed most of them had
Rmsed, from participation in public affairs.

Ieanwhile, slavery had been strengthened by
tho unhappy compromise of the Constitution
conceded to South Carolina and Georgia, by
which ¢ the migration or importation of suc



persons as any of tho Statos now existing shall
think propor to admit" was pormitted for tho
pericd of twenty yoars,  Muonuvrlile, too, tho
peoplo of the country, enjoying unmensured
and unanticipated prosperity, forgot that ¢ oter
val vigilanco is the price of liberty,” and that
‘ posror is ovor stealing from tho many to the
fow;” and proud of their own achievements,
began to look with contempt upon the ignorant
Inborers they dwned or amployed, and their
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kindred newly mmported from tho coast of

Africa; and began that long and rapid series
of concessions to tha fell spinit of slavory which
made the present war inovitable, if freo Iabor
and the doctrine of a fair day's wages for a
fair day's work wero to be maintained in any
part ot tho country. In the udo[ntian of tho
torvitorial bill of 1812, South Carolina and
slavery triumphed over freedom and tho more
powerful North, and the word * white,” re-
Jected in 1778 and thenceforth, was now insert-
ed in the clause regulating suffrage in the
fundamental Jaw of a Lerritory.

Successful resistance to that innovation on
well-established precedent would have sceured
frecdom to Misscuri, and in all probability
averted the border wars of Kansias and the
grander controversy in which we aro engaged,
and of which the Kansas feuds were but the
BUre Precursor.

Can any candid man, in the face of this

mass of concurrent evidence, assert that the

fathers of our Government found in the fact of

color cause for the denial of citizenship and the
cxercise of suffrage to any freeman? But
more and if possible more pregnant proof on
the point exists; not only did they assert the
right of negroes to suffraze by rejecting the
Propnsnion of South Carolina in the Congress
or framing Articles of Confederation, and pro-
tect it by the Constitution of the United States,
and confirm 1t by twelve territorial laws ; but,
as I sholl oroceed o show, they, by express
ureaty stipalation, first with France and again
with Spain, guarantied them ¢ the enjoyment
of all rights, advantages, and immunities of
citizens of the United States,” and the “freo
enjoyment oh'their liberty, property, and the
religion which they professed.”” To show how
unqualifiedly this was done under the admin-
istration of Mr. Jefferson, I beg leave to read
a brief extract from that most interesting and
instructive pamphlet, “ The Emancipated Slave
Face to FFace with his Old Master,” by J. Me-
Kaye, special commissioner from the War De-
partmeont to the vallay of the Lower Mississippi,
and also o member of the Freedmen’s Inquiry
Commission :

“ The valley of the Lowor Mississipi, from an early
Ferind of its settlement, contained « proportionately
arge froe colored population. In 1803, when tho ter-
vitory of which the State of Louisinna forms a part
was cedad by the French republic to the United
States, these froe colored men wore already quite
numerous, and many of them were possossed of con-
siderable property. They were not only ns frec as
any other portion of the population, but in gereral

as woll odonontad and Intelligemt. Moany of thom
wara tho ohildron of tho early whito settlvrs, and had
alwnys onjoyod a cortain wsoclal as woll ns olell
wqunilty.,  As to tho cijoymont of Irolltlenl righta
tindlor tho old Spanish and Fronch regimes, noithor
white nor black sottlers ever had much exporioncoey
consequontly thero had never orison among them
much queation of theso rights, or as to whom thoy
bolonged. Tlie Froach republio, founded on ¢ liborty,
equallty, frutornity,’ had not yot quito forgotten the
finport of theso words, nnd honco caused to bo in-
sortod in tho troaty of cession n solomn stipulntion
In the worda following, to wits .

“tAnt, 8. Tho inhabitanta of the ceded territory
slinll bo Incorpornted into the Uunlon of tho United
Htates, and admitted ns soon s Sonnllglo, according
to the principtes of the Federnl Constitution, to the
cijoyment of nil tho rights, ndvantagos nud immuni-
tlos of citizons of tho United Stntes; and In the
mean time they shall bo mnintained nund protectod
in tho free un,{oymnnt of thelr liborty, property, and
tho roligion which they profoss.* "

The Floridas, though lesa populous than the
Louisiana territory, hid quite as large a pro-
portionate part of negroes and mulattocs
among their population. By tho treaty of
February 22, 1819, with Spain, sha ceded to
tho United States “all the territories which
belong to her, situated to the eastward of the
Missigsippi, known by the name of East and
West Earitl:w." The sixth articlo of tho
trcaty is as follows :

' Tho inhabitants of tho torritories swhich his Cath.
oliv Bajesty cedes to the United States by treaty
shall be incurporated in tho Unlon of the United
States a3 soon as may be congistent with the prin.
ciples of tho Fedoral Constitution, and admitted o
the enjoyment of all the privileges, rights, and im-
munitics of the citizens of the United States.”

My proposition 13, that the Government of
the Umted States wag instituted to secure the
rights of all the citizens of the country, and
not for the benefit of men of one race only;
and I xnow not where to loock for evidence
that would strengthen the conclusiveness of
the mass of proof 1 have thus adduced, em-
hracing as it does the action of the framers of
all the State constitutions but one, of the Con-
gress for framing Articles of Confederation, of
the Convention for framing the Constitution of
the Unifed States, the acts of Congress in un-
broken serics throughout the active life of a
generation, and the solemn obligations assumed
by the execuiive department of the National
(Government in the exercise of the treaty-mak-
ing power. If other source of proof there be,
it can only serve to make assurance doubly
sure.

Mr. Speaker, it is safc to assert that in ev-
ory State save South Carolina, and possibly
Virginia and Delaware,—in which two States
the question of suffraoe way regulated by stat.
ute and not by Constitutional provision, -— ne-
groes participated in constituting the convention
which framed the Constitution of the United
States, and voted for members of the State
conventions to which the question of its rati-
fication was submittcd; and as that Constitn-
tion contains no clause which expressly or by



jmplication dn[‘:rivna thein of the protecting
power fud ipl uence of tho . instrumont thuy
pacticipated in creating, I may well aay that
te securo internnl peace by the establivimnoent
2 politionl homogeneity, nnd perpotuate it by
the abolition of political classes aml castes
whoso conflicting vights and interests will pro-
voko incessant agitation, and over and anon,
as the urprus:wgl may be inspired by tho fun-
damental principles  of our Government or
gonded by wrongs, oxeite armed insurreetion,
we neod adopt no new theory, but aceept thy
principles of onr fathers, anl administer in
gootl Ihith to all men the institutions thoy
{foundued on the.

As o step to this, my amendmant proposes,
not that tho entire mass of people olP Alrican
descent, whom our laws and customs have de-
graded and brutalized, shall b innnudiuhrlly
clothed with all the riehts of citizenship. 1t
proposes only to grant the right of sutlrage,
mnestimable to all men, to those who may be
so far fitted by education for its judicious ox-
ercise as to (‘lu ably to read tho Constitution
and laws of the country, in addition to the
brave men, who in the name of law and lib-
certy, and in the hope of leaving their children
heirs to both, have welcomed the baptism of
battle in the naval and military service of the
United States, and who are cmbraced by the
amondment veported by the committee.  "This,
I admit, will be an entering wedge, by the aid
of which, in a Urief time, the whole mass im-
proved, canriched, aud enlightened by the fast-
coming and beneficent providences of God, will
be qualified for and permitted to c¢njoy those
rights by which they may protect themselves,
and aid in giving to all others that near ap-
proach -to exact justice which we hope to at-
tain from the intelligent exercise of universal
suffrage, and the submnission of all trials of law
in which a citizen may be interested to the de-
cision of his peers as jurors.

I am, Mr. Speaker, under but one specific
pledee “o my constituents other than that which
promised to vote away the last dollar from cach
man’s coffer and the last able-bodied «on from
his hearth-side, if they should be needed for the
cffectual suppression of the rebeliton and that
i9, that I will in their behalf consent to no
proposed srstem of reconstruction which shall
place the loyal men of the insurrectionary dis-
trict under the unbridied control of' the wicked
and heartless traitors who have involved us in
this war, and illustrated their barbarity by the
ficndish cruelties they have practised on their
loyal neighbors, negro soldicrs, and uulm(ppy

risoners of war; and to that pledge, God
Eclping me, I mean to prove faithful.  The
future peace and prosperity of the country
'demand this much at our hands. The logic
of our institutions, the principles of the men who
achieved our independence and who framed
those institutions, alike 1mpel us to this course,
ay necessary as it will be wise and just.

| ,,

Let us mect the question fairly. Do our In-
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stitutions  rest on comploxional differencen ?
Can wo cement and perpotuats tiem by sure
rendering the patriots of the insargont disrrict,
shaorn of all political powar, into the handy of
the traitors whom wo propoeso to propitiate by
such a sacrifice of faith and Lhonor?  Did Gol
ordain our country for o singlo vice of men ?
Is there reason why the iutelligent, wealthy,
loyal man ot color shall stand apart, abased,
on tlection-day, whils his iguorant, intemper-
ate, vicious, and disloyal wlite neighbor par-
ticipates in makimg Iawa for his government ?
What is the logie that denies to o son the riglt
to vote with or againgt his father, beenuse it
hay pleased Heaven that he should partako
twore largely of his mother’s than of that fath-
er's complexion?  And i3 it not known to all
of uy that well-nigh lorty per eent of the col-
ared peoplo of the South are children of whito
fathers, who, aftor wo subjuzato them, will, with
protessions of loyalty only lip-deep, enjoy the
right of suffragoe in the reconstructed States ?
Shall he, though black as c¢bony he his skin,
who by patient industry, obedience to the laws,
and unvarying eood habits, has accumulated
Propcrty on which he cheerfully pays taxes,
e dented the right of a voico in the govern-
ment of a State to whose support and welfare
be thus contributes, wiilo the i1dle, reckless,
thriftless wan of fatrer complexion shall voto
away his earnings and trifle with his life or
interests as a juror?  Shall the brave man
who has perilled life, and mayhap lost limb,
who has endurcd the dangers of the march,
the camip, and the bivouae, in defence of our
Constitution and laws, be dented their protee-
tion, while the traitors, in the conquest of whom
he assisted, enjoy those rights, and use them as
instruments for his oppression and degradation ?
Shall he who, in the lancuage of my amend-
ment, may be able toread the Constitution of
the United States, and who finds his pleasure
in the study of history and political philosophy,
whose integrity is undoubted, whose means are
ample, be voiceless in the councils of the na-
tion, amd read only to learn that the people of
free and enlightened America, among whom
his fot has been cast, susiain the only Govern-
ment which punishes a race because God in his
woridence gave 1t a complexion which its un-
m?py members would not have accepted had
it been submitted to their choice or volition ?
And can he who will answer these questions
aflirmatively believe that governments are in-
stituted among inen to secure their rights, that
they derive- their powers from the consent of
the governed, and that it is the duty of a peo-
I)In, when any government becomes destruct-
ive of their rights, to alter or abolish 1t, and
¢stablish &' new government?  Sir, our hope
for peace, while we attempt togovern two-fifths
of the people of one-half of our country in vio-
lation of tﬁmsa fundamental principles, will be
idle as the breeze of summer or the dreams of
the optum-eater.

In this connecction let meo call the attention
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of tho Ilouso to a fact to which I have alroady
invited that of many members and othor dis-
tinguished gontlemon, Dy the consuy of' 1860,
1t appears that South Carolina had but £01,-
300 whito inhabitants, and 412,408 colored.
Among the formoer we have no roason to know
or boliove that, since tho death of Pottigrow,
thero i3 a single loyal man; whilo tho latter,
wa hiavo no reason to doubt, aro all as loyal as
Robert Small, tho patriot pilot of Charfcatun
harbor. Are wo to declaro that one white
citizon of South Caroling is ontitled to moro
weight in the councils of the nation than two
citizens of a Northern State; and ave the 201,
300 to bo vested with the absolute government
of 703,708 Is the cntire loyalty of that State
to bo confided to tho tendermercies of' the cha-
grinod and humiliated, but unconverted and
devilish, traitors of the State that engendered
and ingsugurated this bloody rebellion?  And
shall they who have fought for our flag, shel-
tered our soldiers when fiying from loathsome
prisons, cuided thom through hidden paths by
night, saving them from starvation by sharing
with them their poor and scanty food, and whose
unceasing prayer to God has been for our tri-
umph, bo handed over to the lash, the iron coi-
lar, and the tecth of the bloodhound, to gratify
our grida of race and propitiate our malignant
focs;

Again, the census shows that Mississippi, in
1860, had but 850,901 white inhabitants, and
437,404 colored. Disloyalty was almost as prev-
alent among the white men of Mississippt as
among those of South Carolina; but who has
heard from traveller, correspondent, returning
goldier, or other person, that he hasfound a
colored traitor within the limits of that State?
And shall we, ignoring our theory that “ gov-
ernments derive their just powers from the con-
sent of the governed,” say to the majority in
vhese States, * Stand back! time and labor
cannot qualify you to take care of yourselves?
We spurn you for the service you have ren-
dered our cause, and hand yon over to the
degradation, the unrequited toil, the slow but
sure and cruel extermination which your op-
pressors in their pride and madness will provide
for you ?”

And mark you, Mr. Speaker, acain, how
nearly the races are balanced in Louisiana,
Georoia, and Alabama. In Louisiana there
arc 357,456 whites, and 350,546 colored peo-
ple.  Of whites, in Georgia, there are 591,550,
and, of colored people, there are 435,736, In
Alabama the whites namber 526,271, while
there are, of colored, 487,930. And, in Flor-
1da, there is the same - near approach to equality
of numbers; the white po:ulation being 77,-
747, and the colored, 62,677, Ave these people,
by our decree, to remain dumb and voiceless in
freedomm?  They are no longer slaves. War
and the high prerogative of the President,
called into exercise by the war, have made
them free. Will you inflict upon them all
the miscries predicted for the free colored peo-

plo of "Pennessca in the oxtract which I bave
rond to you? Noi rather lot us bind them to
our Giovernmont by onnbling them to proteot
their intorests, sharo its power, and appreciato
ity boneficonce.  ‘Ihis wo can doj and tho al-
tornativo is to so dograde thom that thoy will
prova an annoyance and an objeet of distrost
to thoir white neighbors, an oloment of wonk-
noss to tho Government, and a constant invi-
tation to diplomatie intrigne and war by tho
ambitious man who dreams of a Latin empiro
in America, and who, following the oxamplo
of the Statea of Contral and South Americn,
will aceept tho descendant of Afiiga as a Basque
and a cittzen of his proposed cmpire.

And here it may not be amisg to pauge for a
moment, and contemplate some ulterior consc-
quences of our action on thissubject. Trained
in the school of democracy, I am a believer in
the *manifest destiny” of my country. l1lav-
ing regarded the aceuigition by Mr. Jeflerson
of the Louistana Lorritory as wise and benefi-
cent, though unwarranted by the Constitution,
beholding great advantages in the acquisition
of Florida, and havieg believed that, without
war, could we have patiently waited, Texas
weuld hava come to usg naturally as a State or
States of the Unton, I am used to dreaming of
the just influenco the United States are to ex-
crcise, from end to end of the American con-
tinent. Among the most ephemeral producis
of our cra will be the ¥ranco-Austrian Empire
in Mexico, if we be but true to our own prin-
ciples in this season of doubt and perplexity.
Our infidelity to principles alone can give it
perpetuity.  Within its limits, the question of
color is not a political or a social question ; it
i3 purely one of' taste. There, as in Central

and South America, the colored man is a free-

man; and we are to determine whether the
sympathies of these millions of people within
our own borders are to be with the Govern-
ment whose supremacy they have-aided in re-
establishing or with the wily and ambitious man
who will pledee them citizenship on condition
that they atd him in carrying the limits of his
Latin empire to the northern boundary of the
Gulf States of America. To them the United
States or Mexico will be the exemplar nation
of the world. Before her ruder laws all men
are cqual. Let ours be not less broad and

just.

The tropical and malarions regrions of Cen-
tral America have, during the prevalence of
slavery, secemed to be the natural gcomraphical
boundary of our influence in tliat direction.
Tropical regions are not the home of the white
man. They were not made for him., God did
not adapt him to them. They are prolific in
wealth, invite to commercial intercourse, yield
many thinea nceessary to the success of our
arts and industry, and will one day afford a
market for immense masses of our productions:
but we cannot occupy them; we cannot
develop their resources; nor can the negro,
in the 1ignorance and degradation to which wé
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have hitherto doomed him.  'We havo at length
made him agoldier; and, if need bo, ho will earry
onr nrms and our flag triuml':lmntly over that,
to uy, pustilential regron; and, it we mako him
o citizon; open to his children tho school-
houso 3 grive him the privilege of tho work-shop,
tho atudio, the hall of seienco; adinit him to
tha delights and inspirations of literature, phi-
losophy, poatl?',--iu briefy it wo recognizo Lim
a3 o man, and open to him the broad fivlds of
Amcerican enterpriso and culture, he will seo
that nature has given him the monopoly of the
wealth of that region, and will bless tho world
by making himself tho master of -it. By this
means, and this alone, can we oxtend our
influence over that region, and prepare for tho
ultinato Amoricanization of' those drained by
the Orinoco, tho Amazon, and the Parana,
As a citizen, nature will ln'nmpt the colored
man to achiove these grand results; but it we
leave the raco a disfranchised and disaffocted
class In our midst, numbering millions, and
embracing hundreds of thousands of men,
who, in pursuit of trecdom, have bared their
breasts to the storm of hattle, and who are no
longer debarred by statute from access to the
sources of thought and knowledge, they will,
let me reiterate the fact, be a ready and power-
ful ally to any power that may be disposed to
disturg our peace, and that will promise them
the enjoyment of the rights of men as accorded
ic every citizen by its government,

But, it may be said, * history vindicates your
theory. OQur fathers did mean that the black
~man should be a citizen and a voter: to deny
him his rights is illogical, as you have suggested ;
it would be better to secure loyalty to the
Government by its even-handed justice; but
such an act would exasperate the Southern

eople, and we do not think it wise to do that.
Iis race is inferior; and, in shoit, we will not
do it.” WWho says his race is inferior 7 Upon
what theatre have you permitted im to exhibit
or develop his power? Give him an opportu-
nity to exhibit his capacity ; and let those who
follow you, and have before them the results he
produces in freedom, judge as to his relative
yosttion in the scale of human power and worth.
To whom and to what do you say the Ameri-
can negro and mulatto are inferior 2 Was our
Government fashioned for the Caucasian alone ?
Will vou, as Theodore Tilton well asked, ex-
change the negro for the Iisquimaux, for the
Pacific-Islander, for the South-American tribes ?
Will you exchange our negroes for so many
Mongolians, Ethiopians, American Indians, or
Malays? I apprehend that the universal
answer to these questions will be in the nega-
tive ; because, oppress them as we may, we rate
the American neproes as next to our own
proud race in the scale of humanity; and
shall wo crect around our civilization, our
privileaes and immunities, a more than Chinese
wall 2~ Shall America, proud of her democ-
racy, become the most cxclusive of all nationg
in the world? Or shall sho carry her {aith
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into hor life, and becoma the home of mankind,
tho empive of freedom, and, by hor example,
the reflormer of tho world ?

Lot us frankly aceept Jeflorson™ tost ag to
tho right of sulfrage, and pive it practical
offeet.  In o letter dated July 12,1816, in dis-
cussing o proposed amendment to the constitu-
tion of Virginia, Mr. Joflurson snid :—

#Tho truo foundation of republican govornmont 1a
the cqunl right of evory citizon in his porson and
propecty, nnd In their management,  Try, by this na
n tolly, every provision of our Constitution, and sco if
it hangs dircetly on the will of tho people. Reduco
your Legisluture to n convoniont nwinboer for (ull but
orderly discussion. Les every man who fights or poays
cxercise hig just and equal vight in their election." —
Jufferson's Works, vol. vil. pugo 11,

And again, in a letter written Apnl 19,
1824, he said :(—

‘ Towovor nature may, by mental or physical dis-
qualifications, huve marked infints and tho weakor
sex for tho protection rather than the direction of
Govornment, vet, amony wmen who cither pay or fight
Jup their country, no line of right can be drawn,'’ —
Works, vol. vii. pngo 345.

And again, 2 if to show how well considered
his opinion was, in the Notes on Virgima,
speaking of the then constitution of that State,
he satd ;—

¢ This constitution wns formed when we wero now
and inexpericnced in tho science of government., It
was thoe first, too, that was formed in the whole
United States. No wonder, then, that time and trinl
have discovered very cupital defects in it

‘1. The majority of the men in the State who pay
and fight forits supportare unrepre<ented in the Legis-
Jature; the roll of frecholders entitled to vote, not in-
cluding generally the half of the militin or of tha
tax-gatherers.” — Horks, vol. viii. page 359.

By adopting this sound test, which, be it
reinembered, was the only one recognized by
the fathers, and adhering to 1it, our practice
will harmonize with our theories, and the re-
pugnance between the races will gradually dis-
appear.  Wealth and power conceal many
deformities, aud will make the black man less
odious to all than he now seems. Thus will
consistant adherence to prineiple give strength
and peace to our country.

But if; on the other hand, we ignore the
rights of these four million people and their
posterity, the demon of agitation will haunt us
in the future fearfully as it has in the past.
The appeals of these millions for justice will
not go forth in vain; and the hiberal, the con-
scientious, the phi]anthmpic, the religions, now
that our Christian Church recognizes her long
off-cast child Philanthropy, will be found in
hostile array acainst what the commercial and
planting interests will regard ag the conserva-
tism of the day; and, though we find that
we have buried the slavery question, our
peace will be disturbed by the negro ques-
tion constantly and fearfully as it has been by
the strugele between slavery and free labor.
To which party ultimate victory would be
vouchsafed 1 such a controversy, I neced nof



ask ; as tho nation acknowledgos that GGod atill
livea and iz omnipotont.

Again, such nction is necessary to provont
tho re-establishmont of our old tormentor, sla-
very. It is hoped that the proposed mmend-
ment to tho Constitntion, forever prolibating
alavery, may bo adopted: but it has not yet
pasted this Ifouse; und il it had, who can

narantee ita adoption by three-ttaarths of the
atate Logislatures 2 T hope and beliove that
that nmondment will be adopted ; but it is within
tho rungo of powibility that it mnay ba dofeated §
and how, in that event, save by the suflrago
of tho colored man, by his right to protect hims-
sclf, his power at tho ballot-box, sfmll WO pre-
vent his subjugation, or the bloody war that
such an attempt might provoke,—tho re-en-
actmont on the broader theatre of our Sonthern
States of the terriblo tragedies that ensued upon
the attempt to rgain reduce to bondage the
freed slaves of' St Domingo ?

Let it bo borne in mind that States within
tha Union determine through their organism
who shall bo citizens, and under what condi-
tion tho pcoplo may onjoy their rights;
and that, 1t tho proposed amendment to
¢he Constitution fail by want of the approval
of a sufficient number of the State Leaislatures
and Sonth Carolina, ‘when re-admitted, should
determine to re-en:Tave her freed men, and they
shiould resist by foree, although they constitute
so Jargely the majority of her people, it would be
the duty of the Government to bring the naval
and mi{itar}* power of the Uaited States into
action in support of the authority of the State,
as it did to suppress the Darr Rebellion in
Rhode Island, and repel the invasion of Virginia
b{ John Brown and his twenty-two undisci-
plined voluatecrs.

But gentlemen may say that we need not
fear such an cffort as this; that the humanity
of the age will prevent it. The humanity of
the age has not prevented similar outrages.
Neither the humanity of the age, nor the pru-
dence of the people of the South, nor their
sense of justice, nor their love of country, pre-
vented a bloody war for the purpose of over-
throwing democratic institutions, and founding
an cmpire, the corner-store of which should be
human slavery. Let us not, therefore, while it
is in our power to embody justive in laws and
constitutions, be content to rely on man’s ab-
stract sense of justice, or his love for his fellow-
man. Every gentleman knows that it has heen
the usagze of every slave State to reduce free
men, women, and children to bondage. Did
not New Jorsey —so late as 1797, as appears
from the State ». Waggoner, 1 Ialstead’s
Reports — hold that American Indians might
be reduced to and held in slavery?  Ilas it
aot been lawful n Virginia, as appears by her
Revised Code and the Constitution of 184¢, to
apprebiend and sell, by the overseers of the

gor, “for the benefit of the Larerany
"uxp,” any emancipated slave that might re-
maln within the State more than twelve months
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after his or her night of froedom had acoruod ?
Has not South Caroling sold freo colored eiti-
zong of Mowssnchusotts fnto bondage, hecauso
sho bad torn them from tho vessels on which
thur had entered hor ports, imprisoned themn
and bronght them, though aceused of no crime
inal offonce, nuder charges for juil foes: which
aho had dvlprivcd thern of tho means of pay-
ing? and has not North Covoling, undor her
act of 1741, beonr in thoa habit of doowmsng to
slavery the unofiending oflspring of an \v,l.'litu
woman-servant and a negro, mulatto,or Indian ?
How horriblo must have been the erime of the
infant born of o white mother and an fndian
father, that it should thus, Uv special statutory
provision, bo punished by lifo-long unrequited
servitude, and Lo made the progenitor of o
raco of slaves! Ilow dark inHuu: must havo
been the African blood of tho child whose
mother was a whito woman and whoso fathor
an Amecrican Indian{ .

I know unot that the books, full as thay aro
of such instances, furnish any meoro absoluto
illustration of the power of a State over its peo-

lo than this; and yet other and grander
tllustrations of that power on thiz and cognato
questions rush upon my memory. Buta few
}-em:s since, it was [irm'ely proposed by the
cgislature of Maryland to expel from tho
limits of that State some eighty thousand peo-
plo, because they were of African descent.
T'he act passed both branches of the Legisla-
ture, and was referred to the people for popular
ganction ; and tho wmain arrument by which
the proposition was defeated at the polls was
the seifish one that the land of the white citi-
zen would remain wntilled if these laborers
were driven from their homes. Had it been
determined otherwise, the people or the Gov-
ernment of the United States could not have
prevented the execution of the nfamous de-
crec, but could have been called to euforce i,
A similar proposition at a later date found
favor in Tennessee; but the hingering spinit of
her earlier settlers rejected it upon the simple
and higher ground of bumanity; yet bad such
a law been*enacted, and had the free people of
color resisted it with foree, did not we and
every man in the North stand pledeed to sus-
tain the Government in the use of the naval
and military power in carrying it into execu-
tion? Dorr's Rebellion, and the manner in
which the United-States Government suppress-
ed it, have a place in the listory of our coun-
try, and illustrate the working of our system
of Government.

But why speak of unsuccessful propositions,
abont which perverse ingennity may raise
questions ?  Surely we have not forgotten the
act by which the State of Arkansas summarnily
deereed the banmishment of free negroes and
mulattoes who had their hoine in that State,
and the enslavement of all such as might not
be able to make their escapo within the bricf
tirze allowed for the gélrpﬂse. They numbered
many thousands. me of them had been



igivun froodom Ly their fathers, whoso lingering
wmanity would not permit thom to sell tho
chilren of their loing,  Others had carncd
thoir freedom b(y honest toil, by acts of patriot-
ism, or by deeds of gonorous philanthropy, the
recpuatal of which hiad been the bestowal of tho
poor monsure of hberty that the fiee negro
might cnjoy within the limits of that State.
Tha act to which I refer is No. 151 of tho Acts
of the General Assctbly of the State of Arkyn-
uag for tho session of 1858-59, and may be

found on page 175 of the pamphlet laws of

that session. It was approved IFeb. 12, 1859,
and contnins  twelve sections. Timo  swill
not, pernit mo to cite the whole of this
iniquitous statute; but two sections I must give
centive,  Scction first i3 as follows s

“Bo it enacted by the General Assembly of the State
of Arkansas, Thnt no freo negro or mulutto shall bo
pormitted to resido within the lmits of this Stato
after tho 1st day of Junnary, A.D, 1860."

And the tenth scction reads thus :—

“ De it further enacted, That it shall not ba luwful
for any person hereafter to emuncipato any slave in
this State."

Could language or rhetorie give forco and am-
_plitude to these provisions?  The intermediate
sections provide for the arrest and sale of any
free negro or mulatto over the age of twenty-
onc ycars who might be found within the limits
of tho State afier the date indicated in the first
section, and the disposition to be made of the
funds arising from their sale. As abribe to the
people of the several counties of the State to
see the law faithfully executed, the surplus of
each saie, after deducting the costs, was to be
paid into the county treasury. They provided
also for the hiring of those free colored persons
who were not twenty-one years of age, and
for the sale of such of these hirelings as might
be found within the limits of the State thirty
days after the expiration of their term of ser-
vice. When it is remembered that, by a re-
versal of the immemorial and, universal pre-
sumption that man is free, it had been provided
in this and all other slave States that the pre-
sumption that he was a slave avose from the
fact that any measure of African blood flowent
in & man’s veins; and that it was the duty, not
only of police and other oflicers, hut of every
citizen, who tound a person of African desvent
at large to arrest him and demand the evidenee
of his freedom, and, in default of the produc-
tion thereof, to cast him into jail; and that for
the jail fees thus acerning he might be sold,— it
will be seen how impossible it was for these
poor and illiterate people to make thetr exit
from that Stato and through theso coterminous
to it, whose laws contained the same barbarous
provistons.

‘The humanity of the act i3 embodied in the
cleventh section, which provides for the sup-
port of ¢ children under the aze of seven years
who haveno mothers, and who cannot be put out

1

for their fond and clothing,” and for “the aged
and infirm negroes and mulattors who may be
ascortained to bo incapablo of leaving the State,
or cannot be sold after being approbonded.,” Lesa
merciful than Horod, tho citizens of Arkansas
did not slay all these innocent children, but with
wise regard to the future wellurs of the treas-
ury of cach couunty, having deprived them of
tho support their natural gmardians awd fond
parents could and would have provided them,
amd having torn from the aged and infirm who
were incapablo of leaving the State, and
“could not be sold,” the stout sons or gentle
daughters whose years would have bden glad-
dened by toiling to sustain those weary and
aged ones in their declining years, they maide
it the duty of the county courts to make provis
sion out of the proceeds of the sale of the able-
badied, for the support of those whown they thus
robbed of their natural support and protection ;
leaving the aged and in[{rm to travel rapidly
toward paupers’ graves, and the children to be
sold into slavery as enpidity might bring pars
chasers to the Elilllﬁ-hﬂllﬁ'i.!. Let men no longer
speak of the laws of Draco, but say that an
American State hag, in the infernal inhumanity
of her legislation, exceeded tn cruelty the des-
pots of all nations and all ages.  Had the col-
ored people of Arkmnsas had the right of suf-
fraze their party influence would have saved
us the shame we feel as we contemplate this
page of American history.

T'he possible repetition of such acts as these
by the arjstocracy of the old States, when they
shall asain be fairly in the Union, is not matter
of speculation. The purpose is already avow-
ed. I have myself heard 1t said by men, now
professedly loval, that the condition of the ne-
aro will be made more horrible as freemen than
it has ever been in slavery; and they have sald
to me. * you know that where the laborers are
icnorant and powerlesz, as these will be, the
will of the employer is their supreme law.”

Among the witnesses examined by the freed-
men’s inquiry commission was Col. George IT.
Hanks, of the fifteeuth regiment, Corps d"Af-
rique, member of the Dourd of Enrolment,
and superintendent of neagmn labor n the De-
partment of the Gmt.  Colonel Hanks went
to Louisiana as a lieutenant in the tweltth Con-
nectictit volunteers, under General Butler, and
wias appointed superintendent of the vontra-
bands under General Sherman.  Iis testimony
Hlustrates the fitness of’ the colored peaple for
frecdom, and proves the determination of their
oll masters that they shall never, by their con-
sent, enjoy it.  Thus he savs: —

“ The nearoes came in scarred, wonnded, and come
with iron collars round their necks., [ oset them at
work on ubandoned plantations, und on the fortifica-
tions. At one time we had six thousand five hnne
dred of them,  There was not the slightest dificulty
with them.  They are more willing to work, and
more patient, than any set of human beinas 1 ever
saw, It is true there 18 o genera) dislike to return to
their old inasters: and those who have remnained a2
home are suspicions of foul play, and feel it to bo
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necovanry to run nwny to tost tholr froodom. This
car tho distike has vory much lessened; thoy bogin
o fool thommelves more socure, sl do not lositato
(o roturn for wagos, Tho ncgroes willingly aceept
the condition of labor for thelr own maintennnce, nd
the musket for their freedom, 1 know o fanily of
fivo who woro frood by tho voluntary onllstiont
of one of tho boya. Ho ontered the ranks for tho
nvowed purposo of froeing hin family,  His nonmo
wus Mooro; lio was ownod by tho Mossrs, Loods,
fron foundara; thay veslded within ono of the parlshos
exceptod in tho proclamntion of emaneipation, 1o
was the first tnun to full at Pasongouln, Upon
atarting he said to his fumily, ‘1 kouow I shall fall,
but you will bo frea,’ '

'*A negro sollivr deranded his children nt my
hands, T wanted to test his afleetion, I gaid * Thoy
have n good home.'  Ho said ¢ Licutonant, I want
to senil iy children to school; my wife is not al.
lowed to sco them; I am in your servico; I wenr
military clothes; 1 have been in threo buttlos: I wad
in the assanls at Port Hudsons T want my childrens
they uro my flesh and blood.t " '

A g -

“ The colorod pecplo manifest tho greatest nnxiety
to educate their children, and thay thoroughly appre.
ciato tho bLenefits of cducation, [ have kuown o
fumily to go with two meuls a day in order to save
ity cents a weok to pay an inditferent teacher
for thoir children,”

After having spent nearly two years in daily
intercourso with the planters in the Department
of the Gull, Colonel Hanks, in his sworn testi-
mony, siys: —

‘** Althnugh they begin to sce that slavery {s dead,
yvot the spirit of slavery still lives among them.
Many of them are even more rampant to cnalave
the negro than ever before. They mako -grent en-
deavors to recover whut tiey call thein vwn” negroes.
One planter oflered me 55,000 to return his negroes,
They have even hired men to steal them from my
own camp. (The old spirit still prompting to the
old crime, which long ngo was declared felony by
the Iaw of nations, if perpetrated in Africa)™ ...,
“They vield to the idea of freedom only under
compulston. They submit to the terms dictated
by the Government, because obliged =20 to do. Mr.
V. B. Marmillon, one of the richest and most ex-
tensive sugar planters in tho whole valley of the
Mississippi, took tho oath of allegiance, but refused
to work his own plantation unlezs he could have
his own nearces veturned to him. He had fourteen
hundred and fifty acres of eanoe wnder caltivation
his whole tfamily of plantation hands left him and
came to New Orleans, reporting themselves to me.
Among them could be found every species of me-
chanic and artisan. 1 called them up snd informed
them that the Government had taken possession of
olll master's ¢rop, and that they were needed to take
it off, and would be paid tor their lnbor., All con-
acnted to return; but next morning when the time
came for their departure, not one would go, One of
thews said * T will zo anywhere elze to waork, but you
mayv shoot me before I will retarn to tho old plan-
tation.! [ afterwarls aseerrained that Marmallon,
whoin they culled * Old Cotton Beard,' had bonsted
in the pres<enco of two colored girls, house servants
ftow e would serve them when he once more hue
the:n in his power. ‘These girls had walked more
than thirty miles in tho night to bring this infor-

mation to their friends.”

Colonel Hanks adds: —

“ft i« undoubtedly true that this year 1 change
for the better scems to be taking placoe. In some
purishes the letting of plantations to northern men

haa n powerful effoet.  Tho :'Ilnlmnltlonn of tho plaut-
ors, howovoer, townrd thele old elaves, when  tho
consont to hire thewy, Is by no menns friendly,
told n planter vocontly that it wns tho oxpross order
of Genoral Banks that thoe negroes should bo cdu-
eatod.  He roplled that *no ono should tengh hils

nogroes.'

And ho furthor declares it as his deliborato
Judgmoent that —

I elvil povernment bo  establishod hore, nnd
military ralo withdenwn, thero is the grentest danger
that tho NeRTO would bovome subjoct to soms forin
of sorfdom.™

Mr. Commissioner MeKaye, in his invaluable
pamphblet, to which I have already veferred,
confirms the general correctnesy of’ tho views
of Colonel Ianks, and says thoy were con-
curred 1n by mang other intelligent poersons
familiar with the subject, and that his own per-
sonul observation fully conlivins them. Ilesnys :

*In a ateoteh of threo hundred miles up and down
the Mississippl, but ono creole planter was fonund
(there may, of conrse, have been othors with whom I
did not come in contact) whao heartily and unreser-
vedly adopted the idea of free Inbor, nnd lionestly
carried it out upon his plantation.  And although ho
declared that, in it=elf, it wns suecessful much be-
yond his expaetation, yet, ho said, ¢ my life and that
of my family are rendered very unhappy by the
opposition and contumely of iy netelihors,’

“The simplo truth js, that the virus of alavery,
thie lust of ownership, in the hearts of these old mnas-
tery, i3 us virulent &nd netive to-lay ns it ever was,
Many of thewn ndmit that the old forn of slavery
I8 for tho present broken up. They do not hesitato
even to expre2s the opinfon that tho cexperiment
of sccessicn i3 n fuilure; but they scofl’ at the idea
of freedom for the negro, and repeut the old arpu-
ment of his incnpacity to take care of himszelf,
or to entertuin auny higher motivo for exertion than
that of the whip. They await with impatience
the withdmwnl of the military authorities, and the
re-establishment of the civil power of tlic State, to
be conirolled und used us bitherto for the mainten.
ance of what te them doubtless appears the para-
mount object of all civil avthority, of the State itself,
— soma form of the glave system,

“ With slight moedification, the langoage used ro-
ceutly by Judge Humphrey in o speech delivered
at & Union meeting at Huntsville, Alabama, seems
most nptly to expres: the hopes and purpeses of
o largoe preportion of the old inasters in the valley
of the Missizzippi. who have consented to quulify
their lovalty to tha Union by taking the na?h pre-
seribed by tho Preaident’s proclamation of amnesrty,
After advising that Alabama ehowdd at ence return
to the Union by simply rescinding the ordinance of
secession, and atter exprescing the opinion that the
old inatitution of slavery wns gone, Judge Humphrey
suys, ‘I believe in case of a return to the Unjon,
we would receive political co-operation, so a3 to zecure
the manngement of that labor by thess who were
sinves, There 13 reully no rf{fftf‘fﬂff in My opinien
whether we hold them as absolute sluves or obtain their ta-
Lo by sine other method.  Of course wo prefer the old
method, But that question is now belore us.”*

To the same effect was the testimony of the
late Brigadier General Jaunes S, Wadssworth,
whose oflicial tour throuch the valley of the
Mississ'ippilﬁm{} him ample means of arriving
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at an intelligent judgment :

‘““ Thero is ono thing that must bo taken into



account, and that s, that thoro will oxist a vory
atrong disposition among tho mastors to cantrol thoro
woply and keep thom s o wabordinnte and sub-
iuutud clnen, Undoubtedly they Intond to do that,

think tho tendency to estabifah a aystem of serf-
dom s tho great danger to bo guardod ugninst, 1
talked with o plantor In the La Fourchy distrlet, near
Tibadouvitloy ho anid he wus not {n fuvor of secess
slony ho nvowed his hopo and expoctation that
sluvory would he restored thore In some form. 1
safd, I wo went wwuy and lent thera peopls now, do
YOl nuplmnuymtcnuhl reduco tham agnin to slavery ¥
Ho fnughed to scorn tho filen that they could not.
‘Wint!? anld 1, ¢ theso men who hiave had nems in
their hands?' ¢ Yen! e anids ¢ wo should take thio
arns away from them, of courso.'

Wlile we conlyont these facts, let wme, Mr.
Speaker, ask of you and the Houso whether
wo shall best consult our country's wellare by
giving to the laboring people of the South
the ballot by which they may protect thetns
selves, and inspiring them with the hopes, and
diseiplining them by the daties, of citizenship,
or by predetermining that onrs shall be a mili-
tary Govermnent, and that tho first-born son
of every northern houschold shall be Jiable
to pass his hfv in the Army, maintained to
protect the aristocratie South against the mad-
dened and degraded laboreirs whom she op-
presses. It 13 we who are to deeide this ques-
tion; we who are to determine who shall select
delegates to the conveutious that ave to frawe
the future constitutions of the insurgent States
we who are tosay whether the constitutions
which they will sulanit to us when asking ve-ad-
migsion are republican in form, as required by
the terms of the Constitution of the United
States; and if we fail here, to our timidity, ar-
rogance, prejudice, or pride of color, will be
justly attribntable the conversion of our peace-
tul country into a military Power, anid our de-
tocracy 1nto an aristocracy. ¢ We cannot es-
cape histary,”

I'his 15 not mere idle fancy. Let us for a mo-
ment suppose¢, not what i3 alone within the
range of possibility, but what is within the scope
of probability ; nay, what i3 almost certain to
bhappen, —that the two hundred and ninety-
one thousand pardoned rebels of South Carolina
should demand from their Legistature an act
reducing to apprenticeship, serfdom, or other
form of slavery, the four hundred and twelve
. thousand colored people of the State, or that
they deny them all politieal rights, tax them
without their consent, lemslate, not for their
welfare, but for their deeradation and oppres-
sion. Composing this unrepresented mass would
he thase w‘m have passed through General Sax-
ton’s schools, and learned to read; those who by
o1l have earned the means to purchase at sales
for taxes, or under the confiscation laws, a home
and tand: and others, searred and warworn in
the military or naval service of the country,
who would hurry to and fre, rallying their fitends
to resist the outrage, and maintain their right
to life, liberty, and property. Illere would bo
tho Lezinning of civil war,— war in which we
who believe in the doctrine of man's rights, that
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governments aro instituted to protect those
rights, that thoy rest on the consont of tho gov-
erned, and should be overthrown when thoy in-
fringo those rights, would bid the insurgonts
Godeapeed.  Ahl this we mizht do as men, as
imlivit[luula; but, as citizens of the United States,
what would bo our duty ? and how must our
power be exercised?  ‘Che minority, though
vested with political powor, fearing the superior
(oreo of the majority, would, in tho name of the
State, appeal to us; and, repugnant as tho duty
might be, we would owae it to thosacred compro-
miscey of the Constitution to yield our prido, our
conscience, our fidelity to God and man, and
becoms again the protectors of slavery or tho
pliant instraments for reducing the majority of
tha peoplo of the Stato into subjection to thoe
arrogant aristocracy of BSouth Carolina. In
Ciod’s name, let ug, while we can, avert such a
possibility ; let us conuer our prejudices; let
us prove that we are worthy of the heritage be-
-:Tmuthetl us by our revolutionary sires; letus
show tho world that, inheriting the spirit of our
forefathers, we regard liberty as a right so uni-
versal and a Llessing 8o grand, that, while we
are ready to surrender our all rather than yield
it, we will guarantee it, at whatever cost, to the
poorest ¢hild that breathes the air of our coun-
try.

But we owe a provision of this kind to an-
other class of citizens than that of which Thuve
buen speaking.  There are other loyal inen than
these in the South.  Andrew Johnson. Horace
Maynard, William II Wisener, sen., John V.
Bowen, W. G. Brownlow, though not alone in
their loyalty, represent but a minority of the
white people of Tennessee; and Thomas J. Du-
rant and Benjamun I, Flanders aud Rufus
Waples and Alfred Jervis have had thousands
of adherents and co-workers among the whates
of Louisiana; but they, too, are but a minority
of the white peopla of that State; and, as our
armiecs 2o on conquering, we may learn that
even on some hillside 1n South Carolina there
have been men whose loyalty to the Union has
never vielded. Iow shall these protect them-
selves in the reconstructed State? What mil-
lennial influence will induce the envenomed
spirit of the majority of the people by whom
they will be surrounded to treat them with lov-
ing-kindness or human justice? Who will go
with them to the polls in their respective dis-
tricts ?  Where wiil they find an unprejudiced
Judge and an impartial jury to vindicate their
innocence when falsely accused, or maintain
their right to character and property? We
must remember that it 1s the power and not tho
sYiriL of the Rebellion we are conquering. Time
alone ghall conquer this. The grave, long years
hence, will close over those who to the last day
of their lifo would, were it in their power, over-
throw the Governmment, or revenge their sup-
posed wrongs upon those who atded in sustain-
ing it.  The truly loyal white men of the insur-
rectionary districts need the sympathy and:
political support of all the loyal people among



whom thoy dwoll, and unless wo give it to thom,
wo placo thom as abjectly at tho foot of thoso
who are now in arms against us, as we do tho
negro whom thotr opprossors so deapise. Tennnot
conceivo how tho Amcrican Congross could
writo o pago of history that would so disgrace
it in tho vyes of all posterity ns by consenting
to close this war by surrondoring to tho un-
bridied lust and power of tho conguered traitors
of the South, those who, through blood, terror,
and anguish, have beon our friends, truo to our

rinciples and our wolfare. Lo purchaso peaco

y such heartless meanness, nud so gigantic a
bartor of principle, would bo unparatloled in
basencss i the history of mankind.

This is folt in the South., The black man
alrcady rojoices in tho fact that, if we are guilty
of so great o crime ng this, he will not bo alono
in hiy suifering; it will not bo his prayers or his
curses only that will penetrate tho car of an
avenging God against those who had thus heen
false to all his teachings and every principle
they professed. I find in the * New-Orleans
Tribune ” of Dec. 15, 1864, which paper, I
may remark, 13 the organ of tho proscribed raco
tn Louisiaua, and 1s owned and edited and
printed daily in the French and English lan-
guage by persons of that race, an admirable
article in response to the cquestion, * Is thoero
any justice for the black?” which was drawn
forth Ly tho acqnittal of one Michacl Gleason,
who had been tried for murder.

The crime was established beyond all perad-
venture., It was abundantly proven that the
victim, Mittie Stephens, a colored boy, bad been
quietly sitting on the guards of the boat, watch-
ing the rod with which he was fishing ; that other
boys sat near him, when the defendant came
behind him, leaned over, and deliberatel
pusized him into the water, and, folding his arms
on his breast, stood and saw the boy rise thrice
to the surface, and then sink forever; that a
colored woman exclaimed, ¢ That is not right,”
and the defendant answered, “ 1 would do the
same to yvou;” and thus, neither rescuing the
child nor permitting others to do 1t, coolly and
deliberately committed murder. There was no
dispute as to any of the facts of the case. The
New-Orleans Era, noticing the case, says that
it establishes the theory that “a man may,
whenever he has no other way of amusing him-
self, throw a negro boy overboard from a steam-
boat, prevent any of his friends from rescuing
the drowning strugeler, stand quietly looking
on while he goes to the bottom to rise no 1more,
and be considered ¢not guilty’ of murder or
any other erime;” and adds, having evidently
hoped for better things under freedom ihan it
had been used to in the days of slavery, ¢ This
13 almost as enlightened a verdict as we were
arcustomed to in the palmy days of thuggery.”

‘The colored cditor of the ¢ Tribune” avails |

hims2If of the case to point a moral, and woll
BAYS, —

¢ Tae trial by jury is considered as the safe-guard
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of innoconcoe. It has beon found that a man indiotod
for s eriminnl offonco eonnot bo hinpartinlly triod nnd
conviotod, unless by his own poers; but an ¢ prre
jury i3 tho worst of ull judipial Institntiony,

“Tho scourity nfforded by tho composition ofn jury
hua to bo of n twolold character, 'l‘hujurymon hnvo
to ropresent tho community at largoe in all ita olasson
and varioties of compaosition,  The duty of o jury Is
us woll to vindicate fnnoconco midl pruulza!!t nrf:rm
s to proteot tho man unduly nrrulr,nutl botoro tho
Court, Justioo hna to striko tho oulprit and aven
tho blood of tho Innocont, us woll a4 to detond tho
nocused party ngningt unduc prajudicos,  Why hinve
wo 1o raprosontatives lu tho jury? Are onr lives,
lonor, and libortica to ho left in tho hands of mon
who aro faboriug under the most atubborn and nu-
row prejudico? Is thero uny proteotion or Justice for
us at thoir hands? Tt is in vala that, In tho prosent
instanco, tho press hinvo so strongly supported the
right. The wrong hus beon conimitted, and wa aro
notified that thero {8 no xodroas for ua.

i Rde for every Union man in tho city the last verdict
ts o warning, An the evenl — as tnpossible as it may
njgmrn*--tmt rebel rule should tempoyarily be estab-
lished here, twe can foresee the fule q}' the friends of the
Union.  Then, there will o no more justico, no mora
protection, for them than for tho hated neyro. T will
be lwfud to pursue them in the strects, drown them, Lill
them ; and no gury will be found to convict tho murder-
ers.  Let tho Union mon understand the case, and
Jook to n completo reform in our laws relating to the
formation of tho jury." *

Tho fate predicted to the real fiiends of tho
Uunion will bo metoed to them by the pardoned
robels, who will, if we purmit. it, rule themin tho
future as assuredly as it would if their military
power should again possess the city. ,

Still comes the question, are these more than
two-fifths of the people of the insurrectionary
district fit for citizenship? Let me roply by a
question or two. Is the question of fitness put
to the forcigner by the judge who administers
the oath, the taking:of which invests him with
all the power of a native-born citizen and all its
promises save onc, that of the presideney? Is
the white native of our soil, who, at the close of
a reckless youth, the victim, perhaps, of early
poverty and the degradation of parents, is un-
able to read his native tongue when first he
comes to the polls to deposit his ballot, interroz-
ated as to his fitness? s it only to' the wise,
the learned, the powerful that we accord the
richt of suffrage? Are there not within the
knowledge of each one of us scores of the chil-
dren of this proscribed race who, in the conduct
of their daily atiairs, in tho acquisition of prop-.
erty, in the tenderness and good judgment with -
which they rear their families, in the generosity
with which they contribute to their churclh, and
the fidelity with which they obey ber high be-
hests, — prove themeeives infinitely betterfitted
for citizenship thao the denizens of the swamp,
Mackerelville, and other such reeking localities,
who swelled the majority in the city of New

| York at the last election to thirty-seven thous

sand ? And shall no enlture, no patriotism, no
wisdom, no tax-paying power, secure to tho na-
tive-born American that which at the ond of five
years we, with so much advantaee to our coun-
try, fling as a boon to every foreigner who may
escape from the poverty and oppression and
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wrong of the Old World, to find a happicr homo | shown thomsolves prompt to provido them with

and o wora promising future in thie?  ‘Lho
tﬂuuutiun 18 not whother cach man is fitted for
tho most judictous porformance of tho functions
of eitizenship, but whother tho Stato is not safer
whon sho binds all hor children to her by pro-
tecting the righta of'all, and confiding her attoirn
to.tho arbittamont of their ¢cominon judgment.

But colored people have shown themsolves
abundantly capable of solf-government.  Under
oliyrusaimm ¢xceeding in mfimito degros those
suflered by the opprossed pooplo of Ireland, —-
ay, by tho subjeets of the Czar of Russin, — they
have shown themselves capable of caring for
themsclves and others.  Buying the poor privi-
lego of providing for themsclves by paying to
their owners hundreds of dollavs per annum,
thousands of them have maintained homes, and
kept their fawmilies together, and reared their
childeen to such an age that the lordly master,
wanting cash for current purposes, has plucked
tho graceful daughter from her homo to sell her
to a lifo of debauchery, or the son, whose devel-
oping nuscles promised support in age to his
pavents, to sell him to a life of unrequited toil.
Snatched from these horrors, a fuw thousands,
some ten or twelve, have been sent during the
last forty ycars to the western coast of Atrica.
There, under the auspices of American beneve-
olonce, they founded a r(:[l)ublic, and, with al-
most American greed for land, have extended
the jurisdiction of the little colony tili the Re-
public of Liberia, as I learn from the National
Almanac, now embraces twenty-three thousand
cight hundred and fifty-nine square miles. And
the people have assimilated from among the
heathens among whoin they were settled, men,
women, and children, until their flag protects
and their jurisdiction regulates four hundred
and twenty-two thousand, most of whom, taught
in the schools of the colony, find their enduring
Lopes in the old King James Bible, which they
are able to rcad. But for our jealous contempt
of the race, the tlag of that African republic, so
extensive has her commerce already become,
would be familiar in all our leading ports. Qur
arrogance has hitherto excluded it; and, by rea-
son of our arrogance, we pay tribute to our
haughty commercial rival and treacherous friend
Great Britain by purchasing at second-hand
from her the tmpicarl’ products which the repub-
licans of Liberia would gladly exchango direct-
ly with us for those of our wore temperate
region.

Fit by culture and experience they may not
be; but let us regard the characteristics of our
civilization, and see whether the future should,
by reason of this fact, bo made liable to such
momentous consequences as would be involved
in error on this point. The abundant proof is
before us of their eagerness and ability to ac-
quire information. Wo are equally ablo to pro-
vide them with the means of eulturo§ and, hap-
pily, the good people of the North, carrying the
firame cf the schoolhouse and tho church in the
rear of each of our advancing armies, have
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tho means of instruction, — to give to ench and
ovoery ono of them tha kuys to all knowledgo in
the mastery of tho Jnglish languagoe, the art of
writing, and the clementary rules of arvithmetie.

Though the gentleman from New Yorlk [ Mr.
B1ooks] insists that history is but ropeating it~
golf, L tell him that ours is a new agoe, and usk
him to be kind enough to let me know who in-
vented Hoo's # lnst fast printing-press” in tho
ago in which it first existed, and by whoso
stenm-engino it was propolled, and whother he
edited tho “Express” that fell in myvind thou-
sands from its revolving forms? "Tho limits of
what former Amoerica did the magnetic teles

tﬁrnph traverse, making man, cven tho hum-

lest, well-nigh omnipresent within its limits?
In what antique age and country, broad as ours,
was distance reduced as it is by the locomotive
ongino in this? From among the hidden treas-
ures of what buried city, or from the printed
pages of what lost nation, did John luricsson
stecal the subtlo thonghts with which he has
blessed tho world, and which wo credit to him
as inventions? In what era, will the gentle-
man tell me, did a natton convert by the stroke
of a pen and the act of occupancy its landless
and t.\cstitutﬁ people into independent farmers
and pillars of the State by a homestead-law such
as that by which we offer cstates to tho emigzrant
and the freedman? If history be but repeat-
ing herself, will the gentleman point me to the
original of the American Missionary Society,
and show me, from experience, what influence
its labors are to have upon those whom we have
hitherto doomed to the darkness of ignorance ?
Whence did the founders of the American and
other Tract Societics borrow the idea of their
great enterprise ?

From what age or what clime comes our
common-school system? and what chapter of hu-
man history did they re-enact who founded the
American Sunday-school Unton ? Will the gen-
tleman draw from his historic stores a sketch of
the influence that institution alone is to have in
developing and training the intellect and regula-
ting the life of the freedman and the © poor white
trash,” now that rebellion has opened the way
to the teacher, the daily journal, and the print-
ed volume to their fire-sides? In what ample
depository did its ancient prototype conceal the
stereotype plates for more than a thousand books
that it so cheaply published, imparting many of
them in the simplest sentences, and others in
those of Bunyan, Milton, 1leber, Cowper,—the

oets, preachers, philosophers, historians of all
hnstian countries, —the thought and knowl-
edge time has garnered ?

No, Mr Speaker, history is not repeating it-
self.  We are unfolding a new page in nation-
al life. The past has pone forever. There is
ne abwding present: it flies while we name 1t;
and, as it flies, it is our duty to provide for the
thick-coming tuture : and, with such agencies as
I havo thus rapidly alluded to, we need not fear
that even tho existing generation of freedmen
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will not prove thomsolves abundantly able to
tako earo of themselves, and maintain tho powor
and digmty of tho BStates of which wo ghall
makoe them citizens,

Wo aro to shape the future. Wo cannot es-
capa the duty; and ¥ concilintion, compromiso
and coneession ™ are not the moethods wo are to
uso, Lhese, alas! have beon abundantly tiied:
and their reault has been agitation, strife, war,
and desolation,  No man has the right to come
romige justico : it is immutablo ; and ke whose
aw it 18 nover fails to avengo its comprontise
ov violation, QOurs is not the work of construc-
tion, 1t 1y that of reconstruction; not that of
creation, but of regenoration; and, as I havo

shown, the principle of the lifo we aro to shapo ¢

glares on us, lighting our pathway, from overy
page of history written by our revolutionary fa-
thors.  Would we sco tho issuo of “ comproms-
130, coneession, and concilation” ? Siv, wo be-
hold it in the blazing hiome, the charred roof-
treo, the disolate hearthside, the surging tide of
fratrieidal war, and the green mounds beneath
which sleep halt » million of the bravest and
best-loved of our men !

South Carolina, represonting slavery, de-
manded the insertion of the word “ wlite” in
the fundamental articles of our Goverenment.
Our fathers resisted the demand; and, as 1
have suggested, had their sons continued to do
50, slavcrlr had long since been hemmed inag
by a wall of fire: its true character would have
been known among mcen; for then would the

freedom of discussion not have been assailed, and

men been legally punished by fine and imprison-
ment, and lawlessly by scourging and death,
for speaking of its horrors. And by resisting
this demand, as I have shown, man was accord-
ed his right in the Territories till 1812, Then
our fathers yielded; and. without tracing the
rapid retrograde career which ensued, we find
the resuits of coneceding and compromising prin-
ciple in the attempt to abandon justicc as cs-
tablished by the fathers, and scttle a Territory
under the conflicting theories of Cass and
Douglas, and of Calhoun and Jefferson Davis;
the two former striving to establish slavery
under phrases full of professed devotion to free-
dom; the latter proclaiming boldly, through
the lips of Robert Toombs, that ¢ Congress has
no power to limit, restrain, or in any manner
to impair slavery; but on the contrary, 1t is
bound to protect and maintain it in the States
where it exists, and wherever its flag floats and
its jurizdietion is paramount” (Boston Address,
Janunary, 1856).

We can trace the influence of compromise
and councession, again, in its effects upon the
constitution of States. Behold the colored and
white voters mingling peaceably at the polls in
North Carolina, Maryland, “Lennessce, aund
other slave States, and run the downsward ca-
reer until, at the dictation of South Carolina
and slavery, you find States which have become
free by constitutional amendment, and others
which never tolerated slavery, yielding to themw

domand to insort tho word % white” in their
conatitutions, and 8o cronting a proseribed clasy
in their midst ; othors ovon denying o dwelling-
placo upon Llis footstool within theie lhmits to
the childven of God whoso gking wero not ¢ol-
ored like thoir own; and finally Arkansag writ-
ing o ‘chapter of history which redeems Draco’s
namo from tho bad nre-cminence it had so long
Vorne.  ‘Urivmphant wrong is over agpressive,
has evor been, will evor bo,  Look back also
upon our churches, practically ijgnoring’ for
half o century the existence of nearly four mil-
lion peoplo who wero hicld in contempt of every
one of tho beatitudey, and compelled to live
in violation of overy clauso of the decalogne,
and whoso existenes made the utterance of the
Lord’s prayer seem, to foreighers who compro-
hended tho wrongs of slavery, liko a hideous
mockery as it dropped from American hips.

And theso resuits, bo it remembered, (\i{l but

soxpress tho influenco which aristegratio and

dictatorial South Carolina, whoso spirit now
possessed the entire South, had, through com-
promise, concesston, and conciliation, ‘produced
upon the mind and heart and conscience of the
American people.  Let mo illustrato this by
ono striking example.  While yet Missonrt way
a Territory, — soven yoars, however, afler the
South had been made imperious by her triumph
in inserting the word *white” in tho territo-
rial law for Missourt, and while she was busy
fashioning that great State north of the Ohio
line into the future home for slavery, — the
abolition of the institution was being agitated
in Maryland as well as in Tennessee.  Not-

withstanding the recent triumphs of slavery it

was still possible for a man to oppase the spread
of the institution, pdint out its atrocities, and
favor its abolition, and yet look for preferment
and honor at the hands of lus fellow-¢itizens;
and when Jacob Gruber, a Methodist cleroy-
man, was indicted by the Frederick County
court, of Maryland, on the charge of * at-

tempting to exeite insubordination and insur-

rection among slaves,” Roger B. Tancey stepped
forth to defend bhim, and in the course of his
argument, used the following language : —

“Mr. Gruber did quote the langnage of our
great act of National Independence, and insisted
on the prineiples contained in that vencrated in-
strinment.  Ho did rebuke those masters, wheo, in the
exercise of power, are deaf to the catls of humanity;
and ho warned thein of the ovils thev might bring
themsolves. o did speak with abharrence of thnse
reptiles who livoe by trading in human flesh, and en-
rich themselves by tearing the husband fromn tho
wife, the infant from the bosom of tho mother ; nnd
this, I am instructed, was tho head and front of his
offending., Shall I content mysell with snying ho
had a right to cay this? that thero is no law to pun-
ish him‘rl; So far is ho from being the object of pun-
ishment in any form of proceedings, thnt we are
prepared to mainlain the srne principler, aud to use, if
necessary, the snme langnage heve i tae temple of just-
ice, and 1n the presenco of those who nre tho ministers
of thelaw. A hard necessity, indeed, compels us to
endure the ovils of slavery for afime.  ILwis im-

osed upon us by another nation while we wero yeb
in u stnro of colonlal vassalage. 1t caunot be casily
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or sudilonly romovad, Yoty whilo {t continues, itdva | with the

blot on owr national chuaracter, and ovory real lover of
froedom conllidently hopos that 1t willtn offoctunlly,
though 1t must Lo gracaully, wiped away, und ern-
cstly looks for tho mouny by which thiy necosaary
objost may bo nttalned; and until It skiall bo necoin-
plislied, utitil tho time shnlt comoe whon we enn polut
without o blush to tho lungungo hold fn the Doclura-
tion of Indopendence, ovory frieml of humnnity will
geok to lighton the galling ohinln of sluvery, nnd bet-
tor, to tho utmost of' bis powar, tho wrotched condl.
tion of tho slave,  Suach was Mr, Graber's object, in
that pavt of’ lila sormon of which L am now speaking,
'Those who have complained of him and reproachod
hihu, will not (ind [t easy to answor him, unloss coms
plabita, ropronches, und persecution shall bo consld-
ored un answer,”

But under the influenco of the doctrino of
¢ conciliation, concession, and compromise,” tha
author of this languago soon learned that, for
an ambitious man, these bravo and good words
were folly and madness,  Pure in lis personal
lite, beautiful in tho relations that charactor-
1zed his family and his social cirele, his history
will never be forgotten; his name will ever
head tho list of “ermined knaves”  Thirty-
cizht years after the Graber case, in the chief
temple of justice of our country, in the pres-
cnce of her ministery, of whom he was himself
the chief, when speaking of the free colored
men of New England, and those of their race
throuchout the country, be declared, in viola-
tion of all truth, that —

“ The legislation and histories of the times, and
the lanrunge usad in the Declaration of Independ-
cnce, show that neither the class of persons who had
been linported as slaves nor their descendants, wheth-
er they had become free or not, were then acknowl-
cdred ns n part of the people, nor intended to he
fncluded in the general words used in that memoran-
ble instrument.

It i3 difficult at this day to realize the state of
public opinion, in relation to that unfortunate race,
which prevailed in the civilized and enlightencd por-
tions of the world, at the time of the Declaration of
Independence, ﬂmi when the Constitution of the Uni-
ted States was framed and adopted; but the public
history of every European nation displaye it ina
manner too pliin to be mistaken.

# They had for more than a century before been
roenrded ns beings of an inferior order, and altorether
unfit to associate with the white race, either in so-
cinl or political relations; and so far inferior, that
they had no rights which the white man was bound (o
respect.”

Mr. Speaker, shall we in providing for the
reconstruction of the Union, accept and pro-
claim as our faith the hideous domma that tour
millions of our people have “ no rights which
the white man iz bound to respect,” or, in the
very lionr in which onr arms are breaking the
power of the Rebellion, make any concession
to the spirit that evoked t? South Carolina
may shake her gory locks and bloady hands at
us in nmpotent rage; but let us not quail be-
fore her now, as we have done for tho iast half
century. Through the lipsof Northern ‘¢ Sons
of Liberty” and members of the order of
“ American Knights,” she demands that, as a
graceful concession, we shall comply to-day

roposition our forefathers rojoctod
on the 20th of June, 1778, and insert the word
$awhite” in the fundamontal law of the land ;
on tho other hand, the shades of our patriot
futhers, humanity, the spirit of the age, the
welfare of the nation, the hopes of' the counts
loss millions who will throng our country
throngh the long ages, imploro us to listen
to tho voico of justice mu{ obey tho njunc-
tions of tho Master, who has assured us that
‘nasinueh as ye have done it unto one of the
least of theso my brethren, yo have done it
unto me.”  Let not, T pray you, the South
achievo her grandest triumph in the hour of
Ler humiliation.  Let not the spirit of a pros-
trate foo practiso on our pride and prejudice,
and exult, through all tine, over a lasting vic-
tory. Deace is the offspring and handmaid of
Justice, and let us, in reconstructing the Union,
crect a temple in which she may abide forever.

Mr. STILLES. Mr. Speaker, I did not desiro
to interrupt my colleague [Mr. Kelley] in the
delivery of his carefully prepared speech. It
would huve marred its beauty and power.  DBut
if I understand him correctly hestated that prior
to the adoption of the constitution of’ 1838, ne-
groes enjoyed the right of suftrage in the State of
Pennsylvania. My question 13, whether the con-
gtitution or laws of that State eave them such a
richt; and, further, whether they ever did exer-
cise such aright 3 whether he does not know that
by the decision of the highest courts of that State
they were not allowed to vote there ?

Mr. KELLEY. They were allowed by the
constitution to vote, and they did vote; and 1t
requircd aconstitutional amendment—theinser-
tion of the word ¢ white” in the clause regulat-
ing sufiraze —to deprive them of that right.

Mr. STILES. 1 desire to ask my colleaguc
further, when and in what portion of the State
of Pennsylvania they ever exercised that right ?

Mr. KELLEY. hy, I have seen them ex-
ercise it frequently at the polls in Philadelphia,
and that, too, whether the cleetion officers be-
longed to one party or the other.

Mr. STILES. That must have been confined
to my collearue’s own precinet. It was never
known in the history of that S'ate.

Mr. KELLEY. Ibegleave tosay that it was
done throughout the State, and was in some in-
stances made the subjeet of litigation.

Mr. STILES. It was never done exceptin
onc connty — the county of Ducks —so fav as I
know, and then only in one instance.

I desire further to ask my colleague in this con-
nection, because his speech has tended toward
universal equality, whether he is in favor of giv-
g negroes universally the right of sutfrage now?

Mr. KELLEY. 1 aminfavorof giving that
right, in the words of Jefferson, to * every man
who fights or pays.” Istand by the doctrine of
Thomas Jefferson, the tather of the Democratic
party, in which I was trained.

Mr. STILES. Inthe eventof the passage of
the amendment tothe constitution proposed, is



my colleagiio in favor of equality botween the
races ?  And will ho regord nogroos ns equal to
the whito man ?

Mr, KELLIY, Icould not possibly rogulate
tho equulity ot mon, Teannot makewmy colleaguo
a0 motral or intelligont a8 & man of darkor com-
ploxion who is moro moral and more intelligent ;
nor could I dograde my colleaguo to tho Tuval,
in moraly ¢n2 intelligonco, of tho coloved man
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who is lesg imoral or loss intolligont than he. My
colleague does not, according o his theory, voto
by reason of hia intelligenve, but simply by rea-
son of hig color, I might bo willing to exeludo
from tho privilege of voting an immoral or a
volunturily ignorant man; but I want no senso-
less rulo that allows a fool or a scoundrel to voto
it ho Lo whito, and oxcludes a wive and an
honest man if he bo black.



THE IMMEDIATE ISSUE:

A SPEECH OF WENDELL PHILLIPS

AT THE ANNUAL MELEETING O THE MASSACHUSETTS ANTI-SLAVERY BOCIETY
’ AT DOSTON.

T 8th day of November closed the record
up to that day. We need have no erticisinon
matters which took place before.  In our judg-
moents of men we differ ; but our business 13 with
facts of national action. As abolitionists, we
shall probably no rore agree in our judement
of in&ividuuls than the sccts agree in their
creeds, po natter how long or how patiently
wo may argue such questions; but if our ses-
gions have any purpose or utilit}i{, it must con-
sist in the expression of an anti-slavery opinion
in regard to the facts now taking place i
American civil life; and my judgment is, that
the great duty of abolitionists at this time is to
record their opinion as to such facts; other-
wise, there scems to be no meaning, no purpose
in any mecting of the Massachusetts Anti-
slavery Socicty.

The future just opening upon us has one
question for abolitionists, and that 13, the terms
of reconstruction. The great danger in that
future consists in three facts.  The first is, that
the prejudice against the negro 1s not more than
Lalf® eradicated frem the North. “Secondly,
that the republican party, which has the Gov-
ernment in its control, 13 weakened n its prin-
ciploe by the very numbers which have rallied
to its flag.  Thirdly, that the Jxccutive pleads
earnestly an immediate reconstraction of States,
within the next twelve months.

The first clement to which I adverted, the
continuing prejudice against the negro, and
the sccond, that the republican party s not
itself able to command a decisive vote on ques-
tions of absolute justice to the negro, make the
third, tho wish of the Iixccuative to recounstruct
under such civeumstances, vitally important in
an anti-stavery point of view. Ilave no doubt,
any more than ihe most sanguine among us,
that if the samo pressure ceuld be continued
upon the administration which we have enjoyed
hitherto, and which has made 1864 out of
1861, wo shonld compel liberty out of the
present aspect of aftairs; but that pressuro
wag composed of two clements.  On the South-

ern side it was war; on the Northern side it

was discontent with the Exccutive, The Gov-
crument has travelled from 1861 to 1864, not
of its own will. I do not regard it as having
accomplished one singlo step self-moved.  In
¢very case, it has been bayoneted up to it by
the pressure of outside public opinion, by a
distinet intimation from almost every quarter,
and especially from abolitionists, that its course
and attitude were not gatistactory. On the
Southern side, there was another element,—
war. As long as that continued, it ripened
the South and the North. It educated both
parties. Qur defeats cducated the Northern
mind, our victories educated the Southern
imind; and while this process went forward
there was no great fear that the Government
would be able to baulk the purposes which
underlic the great civil convulsion; but the
press and the general public bave measurably
discontinued, within the last six months, this
critical pressure, and rebuke of the attitude
of the administration. The public mind has
largely settled down into the conviction that
the question 1s safe, somewhere, cither in the
purposes of tae IExeccutive or in the march of
events, and consequently the press and the gen-
cral public have largely discontinued their crit-
icisms.  On the other hand, when we look at
the South, there is a battle going on inside the
Confederacy far more momentous in its influ-
ence on our future than any battle Grant will
firht, or than Sherman has fought; that is, the
contcst between the statesmen of Georgia and
Richmond as to which shall lead the Conteder-
acy. Vice-President Stephiens, Gov. Brown,
and the class of men whom they represent, are
undoubtedly wearied with the efforts already
made to establish independence, and satisfied
that they have done enough. I do not look
upon them as having exhausted their means,
or as mtimating that they have exhausted their
means. On the contrary, even Sherman, cer-
tainly a competent judge, writing from Geor-
o itself, on the 25th day of QOctober, two
months after the victory at Atlanta, commences
his letter with an observation of this kind, which
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ho ropeats in unother letter of the samo date:
“This war s only begun” Doubtlesy ho moant,
“1 peo around mo so many avidences of tho
means of continuing the war, that, in o mili-
tavy point of view, it ig only begun”  1f any
party at the South discontinue it, they diseon-
tinue it not ol necewsity, but of purpose.

Now, tho Georgin plot, o to uul[l it, to un-
horso Davig, and throw him from the saddle, 18
n momentous ono ng regards the anti-slavery
issne,  If Lthey conquer, the 1den of peaco doms
inates in the Confoderacy.  Whon that idea
rotd the helm of the Confederacy, peace will
¢ made; no doubt of it, becauso tho whole
tone of tho republican party i3 peaco, on some
condition or other, shortly, from political and
military necessitios, ay they judse,  We were

toll in Washington, by a dozen members of

the Iouse, that if North Cavolina should knock
at tho door to-day, having chosen Senators and
Representatives, and should say, # 1 wish to
enter as1 stand: T will discusy slavery when
I have entered, but I submit to the flag — ad-
mit me!” wo are assured, I say, by half-a-
dozen members, * We could not take a vote;
ghe would be admnitted by acclunation.”  Such
13 the temper of Congress itself, But Congress,
oven in that mond of mind, recogrizes and con-
fesses that the wish for thoe speediest reconstruc-
tion prevails in the White House, with tenfold
the intensity that it does in its own body. If|
therefore, from any respectable portion of the
South, especially from a portion that had got
control of the Confederacy, an offer of peace
should come, there would undoubtedly be ne-
rotiations resulting in it; andeveryman who
13 acquainted with the state of public feeling
even here knows, that, if Georgia should ask
to-morrow to be admitted to this Union on the
basis of frecing her slaves within ten years
or twenty years, every other man in the com-
nmunity would say, Amen! thar two-thirds of
the republican party would honestly say,
Amen! Tor you must remember that the
rcpublican party 18 not to-day composed of,
certainly not ruled by, its original elements,
cducated by thirty or twenty years of politi-
cal strugele. It consists, on tiw left hand, of
a converted democeratic, on the right hand, of
a converted 1ell-Iiverett, section,—~— men who
“gee men as trees walking,” have no definite
conception of the necessities of the question,
no real experimental knowledge of the subject;
and their very lonesty of purpose, entitling
them to influcnce, doubles tlhcir dancer to us.
They would deservedly influence polities, and
control it, through the press and the lixecu-
tive. They honestly believe to-day in the
madness of immediate emancipation, and any
scheme which repudiated it would have their
carnest sanction,  Added to this is another el-
cment.  The DPresident hag distinetly avowed
to the llouse Committece on Reconstrucetion,
“J will sign almost any bill on that subject
which admits TLonisiana; 1 will sizn no bill
which does not admit her,”  In other words,
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ho practically ondorses tho statermont of Gon,
Banks at tho [Lvomont Templo, that tho ro-
constraction of Louisiang is tho model which
tho Iixocutive scts to tho othor States for the
roconstruction of civil govormmnent; bocauso,
in tho first place, this vory avowal says to Con-
gress, It 19 pnfo thus to reconstruet Louisi-
aniv; reconstruct ity" and, secondly, ovory
man kunows, that any one State which paases
tho doors of' Congross will necossarily bo the
model for overy othery boecause Louisinna oneco
adimitted as a{:c stands, iff Georgia or South
saroling comea up to-morrow, they will justly
claim: * Givo us tho snme privileges and torms
that you have accorded to Louisinnns” and ov-
ety man acquainted with politics in general or
the state of’ partics in particular tu-l‘ﬁt}' knows
that you could not ru‘lly b voto against such a
claim. - Admit ono State, and you lix the prece-
dont : evory other Stato will deom itself injured
if 1t 13 preeluded from any privilegd enjoyed
by the first admitted State.  When, thercfore,
Congress submits,~ as even Mr. Sutnnor is un-
derstood to say they must subunit, however re-
luctantly, in this single objectionable instance,
to tho wishesof the President,— when Congveys
submits to this reconstruction of Louisiana, it
establishes the principle underlying Louisiana
as the puidoe for future reconstruction.  What
i3 that principle? I hardly nced to examine
it. Iortunately for us, Judze Field has exhib-
ited in one act its nature. A brutal, domineer-
ing, infamous overseer spirit, such as we knaw
it betfore ’60, its symbol, the bowie-knife, comes
back to the House as the chosen representative,
at the first blush, of the white men of Louisi-
ana,— one of them represented to me, by com-
petent authority, a month ago, as really a rebel
at the bottom of his heart as any one that treads
the continent. ‘That 1s the first havvest reaped
in the hot enthusiasm of the hour, with every
eye in the nation planted: on the reconstruc-
tion. WWhat element of the white race will fol-
low? What class of men will hereafter come
up to share authority with us, if this be their
best sample ?

But this is not, perhaps, the exact question
for an Abolitionist; 1t 1s the question for a citi-
zen. We are sharing sovercignty with that
white race; but to-day I come here merely to
criticise the attitude of that white race toward
the nearo.  You will remember that to-day we
have the power to protect the negro in New
Orleans as perfectly as we have in the streets
of Boston. The slightest fringe of his rights
trampled upon, and the hand of Government
can reach the offender as effectually in Now
Orleans as in State Street.  That is the aiti-
tude to-day. Iow necessary 13 1t that Govern-
ment should enjoy that right ?  Look at Mary-
land and sce. Maryland aceepted emancipation
at her own will : sfuc voted it of her own will.
It was not forced upon her by conquest ; by the
act of the Iederal Government ; 1t was accepted
by her own citizens.  If there ever was a State,
thercfore, where the interest of the black race




could bo trusted to tho fairnoss and good pur-
poso of tho whito vaco, it was Maryland, 'What
was tho fact? ‘Fwonty-four hours alter that
proclumntion of Gov, Dradford’s, making the
Constitution tho Inw of the land, tho whites of
that Stata took up a forpotten law, and pro-
ceoded with speody and vengeful aetivity to
put it into execution.  Lelb alone o woek, as 1
was assured in Baltimore, they would hinve had
all the young coloved porsons so thoroughly ap-
prenticed that liberty to them would have been
n sham for tho noxt fiftecen or twenty years.
‘Lho courts wore poworless to opposo it,  Gen.
Wellace, of the United-States army, on the
spot, igsucd his ovder supepseding  overy court
in Marylamd, as far ag the negro was concern-
ed. That order, withdrawn within a week at
the request of tho loyal men, beeause it had
deno its work, defoated the plot; but had ho
not been theve, there would }mvc beon no pow-
or competent to arrest that conspiracy, which
our friend here (Geo. Thompson) kuows was
nothing but a literal repetition of what was done
in the West Indies,  Jamaiea parallels our ex-
erience in every particular.  Xremember when
was in Bugland in 1811, the delegates from
Jamaiva told me cxactly the same story that
the loyal men of Baltimore did last month,
This 13 the whito race, in tho bhest circums
stances, at the commencement,  AsIsay, while
wo are in actual possession of a State, holding
it by the army, we can protect the negro, re-
construct o State, and where are we?  Why,
we have put up a fence between the Federal
Government and the State Government. The
bil} before the Ilouse proposes, for instance,
that South Carolina, with 800,060 white men,
and not a loyalist among them, and 400,000
black men, and not a disloyalist among them,
shall be reconstructed, the fence erected be-
tween us and them, the government of the
State given to these 300,000 rebels, and the
black men put under their feet helplessly. If
wo were in England, T should have no doubt
and no fear : because the Fnglish realm has but
one law, practically ; and the statute of London
runs to the end of the realm. By the Qucen’s
Bench, or the Privy Council, a magistrate at
the end of thoe carth can be unseated according
to the will of Parltament. That 1s England;
but that is not America. Iut up the fence be-
tween vou and Louisiana or South Carolina,
and the Tederal law runs to it, not over it,
except in two or three specified eases. Suppose
(what is by no means certan) that we get an
amendment of the Constitution prohibating
slavery.  Many abolitionists have saul, that,
‘“with the prolibition of chattel slavery, and an
abolitionist for Chief Justice, the negro is safe.”
IHow unwise! On the other side the State
fenco 15 Robert Small and Gov. Atken.  On
thiy side is Salmon P. Chase and the Federal
Condtitution.  Why, it" Gov. Aiken has got
any brains, he can grind hobert Small to pow-
der in nine hundred and nincty-nine different

ways without trespassing on the Anti-Slavery |

31

Amendmont ; and until he does, Snlmon P,
Chiwo cannot intorfore.  When I como to
spoak to you, in a moment, of Loutstung, you
will soo that Banks hos nctually sot them tho
example, and givon them the very methed, by
which to grind the nogro without restoving chat-
tolism, 1o not let us forget the history of the
anti-glavery strugele, and what it has taught
ug of tho himited anthority nnd juftuoyeo of the
Federnt Governmoent, |

Livery man  of you, filty years old, can re-
moember the experienco of the Federal Govern
ment in 1831, vhen the strongest power in the
nation grappled with the State of Georpin, and
way defeated,  When Georgin seized a cons
vorteld Cherokee, in 1831, and saud, I will
hang him,” Chief Justice Marshall said, ¢ You
canpot: it is unconstitutional.”  Orthodoxy
rallied from Massachusotts Bay to the Missis
sippi and said, ¢ You shall not: it 13 infa-
wmous,”  Where is thers o stronger power than
tho orthodox sects of the North for an army
and tho Supremo Court for a general?  Con-
gress demied tho legality of the proveeding,

he press of the country, ignorant and exult-
ant, said, ¢ It can’t be done.” ¢ See if it
can't,” said Georgia, and hung him up. Then
she took Samuel Worcester and put him in
jail.  Bebhind him stood the American Board
of Commissioners for Forcign aud Domestic
Misstons, in front of i the Chivf Justice, but
Georgia turned tho key on him, and therc he
lay, until, in her sovercizn will, she chose to
open it.  South Carolina took our black sea-
men out of ships, and put them in jail.  Win-
throp even was lifted to manhood envugh to
prove it was illeral; the Secretary of State
proved it was unconstitutional ; Massachusetts
protested ; Congress protested ; we sent Sam-
ucl Hoar down to say, * Wavward sister, why
do you s0?” * Go home, or I will put youin,”
ras the answer.  We had the FFederal authori-
ty. the North, and the Constitution on our
side; but they availed nothing. Texas took
six of our black men and sold them, ten years
ago; and we do not know to-day where they
arc. Unconstitutional, all of it; public opin-
ion on our side largely at the North; but Con-
gress said, “We know no means by which to
check a State.” Chief Justice Marshall ex-
hausted all his ingenuity in the Cherokee ease.
The interlocking of State and Federal authori-
ty 13 so complex, that when a State, short of
war, chiooses thusto throw herself athwart the
Government, it 18 exceedingly difheult, if not
im{msﬁilﬂe, to wterfere with hor.

Ve are to remember the history of the
cause. I allow, of course, what every man
knows, that all this time we had a proslavery
publict we are to have an anti-slavery one, I
hope, in the fature; but T want to bring to
your minds, first, the almost mpossibility, even
with the Constitution on our side, of attacking
a otate, and then to remiwd you that the
white men of the veconstructed States can
keep inside the Constitution, be freoe from any



logral criticlsm, and yot put tho nogro whero
urg Abolitionist would bo willing Lo seo him,

Now, to my mind, an Amorican abolitionist,
when ho asks {roedom for tho nogro, moans of-
fuctunlly freedom, roal freedom, something that
can waimtain and vindicato itsolf. I do not bo-
livve in an English froedom, that trusts tho
wolfare of the depondont class to tho good will
and moral scnso of the upper class,  Lhis is
artstocracy.  The ballot in Iingland is in the
hands of somo cight hundrad thousand or ainil-
lion of men, and tho welfare of tho rest trusted
to their sense of justice.  That is thewr philoso-
ophy of government; it is not ours.  Qur phil-
osophy of government, since the 4th day of
July, 177G, is that no class is rafe, no frecdom
i3 real, no emancipation is effectual, which does
not placo in thoe fmnda of the man himsolf the
power to protect his own.rights.  ‘That is the
reniug of American tustitutions.  Now, when
éfsec tho nature and relative position of the
State and Federal Governmoents, and know that
tho white man of tho North, it he wished to,
conld not protect the negro of Louisiana, once

ut that State fenco betweea them, could not
if he would, and I still believe, would not if he
could, it tho absolute sense of justice and free-
dom; then, as an abolitionist, undor such a
governuent, I fall back on the democratic prin-
ciple, and claim of the anti-slavery party that
it shall bo content with no emancipation which
does not pul into the hands of the freedman
himself the power to protect his newly-acquired
liberty (applansc). Elo emancipation is effeet-
ual, no freedom 18 real, which does not take
that shape. I argueo it simply as a question of
security, not of justice, or magnanimity. IFor
a nation to ask a map to fight for them and then
leave him without full citizenship, is an infamy
which would make a man forswear all part in
such a nation (loud applause). I have seen a
letter from one of our ablest captaimms, who
writes—“1 do not believe in the equality of
races. I do not accept the policy of allowing
negrocs to ficht. I do not believe in universal
suffrace, nor in universal freedom. I beliove
that this 13 a white man’s battle, and that white
men should fizht it. But” he says, “if the
white man chooses to give himself to trade,
and let the negro fight the battle, the hand that
defends the country has a right to govern it,”
(applause.) 'That is honest logic. That is the
honest logic of an opponent of anti-slavery.
That is the logic of a man whose growing pop-
ularity, with such a heart, constitutes one of
the great dangers of our future.

It we are to believe in the sincere purpose
of the Administration to arm the necgro and
otve him his musket as the basis of his right to
every privileze of citizenship, hiow shall we ex-
plain that when Sherman asked for Col. Bow-
man, months aco, to orcanize the negroes who
songht our camp, from that day to this, though
often repeatedly wreed, no one has been sent
him! From that day to this, the Government
bas never responded to his call.  From that
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day to this, tho Bxceutivo at Washington has
not answorod, though urged, aven by DMorye
land, to do it. '.hmy loft him to sully the
noblest achiovement of the war by tho most
imfamous act that over disgraced a nation,
When ho swept across tho continent, doing
what no soldior had dane before, had ho gath-
oradd the ouly help ho got, the black man, into
his ranks, his star would have taken its placa
in the highest galaxy of patriots and captains,
Buat instead of that, with doliberate infamy, ho
{lllllﬂﬂll ot tho end of a causoway a mila ioug,
ot the white moen pass, and held back the no-
groes who had Lrought him horses, food, infor-
mation, and then toro up the bridgo, and stood
by wlnlo rebel cavalry shot that mass of friends
down as thoy would a herd of buftailoes (cries
of “ Shame ”) The proudest action of the war
18 covered with a blot sulliciont to mako any
Amcrican unwilling to name it a3 done by hia
countrymen, Show e aninstance, under any
plea of military strategy or necessity, whetre o
whito man seeking our lines, in the whole four
years, has been hurled back on the bayonets
of the enemy, and our men stood hy and saw
him shot down, and I will grant some excuse,
gome plausible apology for thig infamons butel
ery by the first military genius of' the whito
race. I know, of eourse, in whose immediato
presence and by whose immediate order the act
was done; but as you do not seck out the name
of tho soldicr who actually tore up the bridge,
but visit your rebuke on this Davis who ordered
the act, so I go farther and hold the head of
the whole expedition, Sherman, responsible.
Any marked act in that march which he hasg
not censured he must be held to have indorsed
and approved. This infamy 1s 00 monstrous
for our indignation to' be satisfied, grovolling
down among petty underlings, like this Jeffer-
son C. Davis. I lhold Sherman responsible
stnee he has endorsed it by silence. It the Ad-
ministration remains silent, then I hold Presi-
dent Lincoln and Mr. Secretary Stanton the
real murderers. They can hasten fast enough
to relieve a general who spaves the lives of his
soldiers ; we wait to sece what they will say to
one who murders them.

Louisiana ! - the President offers it to us ag
an ipitial reconstruction. e 1ay see what
sort of frecdom, therefore, we are to hope for
if the black man be left to the tender mercies
either of a Major General or of the white men
of the rebel States; but in examining this

wtter, I shall rely almost exclusively on the
speech of Gen. Banks at Tremont Temple. X
take that not because I think Gen. Banks’s
statcment to be any evidence whatever of the
truth of what he says, but heeanse I find
enough admitted and claimed for merit by
him m that speech to make me repudiate
Louisiana.  Thoroughly untrustworthy in re-
gard to the whole question of Louistana, only
a brain thrice sodden would accept Banks’s
evidence on any point relating to the negro.
A Major General,%orn it Massachusetts, grad-



nated Dy threo yonrs of such o war as this, who
could sny to tho black regiment of Louisinna,
which had left halfits numtess under tho mouths
of the eunemy's cannon, when it asked ta put
“ Port ITudson ” on ity ug, ©* No,” while lie per-
mitted o white regimont, doin% picket duty two
miles off, 80 to inscribo their banner, iy not fit
wilness whore the negro is concorned, (np-
{llﬂllﬂ(}.) I refuso him all right to testify; and

visit the samo criticiem oven on the War
Department when I recollect that it iy but o
month since they rectified that infamous injus-
tice. Week after week, mooth after month went
by, and the men whoso comrades had died un-
der the very mouths of the encmy’s cannon had
a llag unmarked, whila so many a white man
flaunted his lio in their faces, and the Govern-
ment at Washington, inditferent and heartless,
permitted this injustice; but as I say, I accept
tho acknowledgments of Gen. Banka in thia
speeeh as suflicient for my purpose.

What you call the frecdom of Louisiana, is
“Banks’s freedom,” and it 13 no freedom for ine.
The Xnglish, in 184, called their apprentice-
ship system, ¢ Stanley freedom 3 they replaced
1t soon by something better. The Abolitiouists,
asking for Lread — Emancipation — are pres-
sented with @ stone, - Banks’s freedom.” 1,
for one, do not accept it.

In that speech, Gen. Danks, himsclf, de-
geribes his systein as one planned “ to prepare
the negro for as perfeet an tndependence as
that cujoyed Dy any other class.”  The anti-
slavery agitation of' thirty years stampsits con-
tempt on any preparation of the negro for
justice (loud applause.) If there is any thing
patent on the whole listory of our thirty years’
struggle, it is that the negro no inore needs to
be prepared for liberty than the white man
(applause.) Yet Gen, Banks begins hisspeech
by sayine he has initiated a system to prepare
the negro for liberty ! IIe then goes on to say,
that in the State of Lonisiana, the negrois not
allowed to make a coniract. Now, itry him
in two ways. Ife says neither the negro nor
any laboring man in Louisiana, can be allowed
to make a contract. If he is sincere, why
hasn't he put the white laborer as well as the
black under his Provost Marshal 7 (Applause.)
If his principle 1s a correct one, his law should
be, “ No laboring man in Louisiana shall fix
the rate of his own wages, fix the term of hig
own contract, or leave the spot where he las
agreed to labor;” but there is nosuch rule.
Gen. Banks, having laid down the principle
that no laboring man is able to make a contract
in Louisiana, proceeds to do-——what? To settle
that no Wack mar shall make a contract! show-
ine the sham of the original principie! What
he means, practically, 13, * no laboring negro
shall make o contract.”

We never shall have a nation until it s gov-
erned by one idea. The idea of Massachusetts
liberty 13 MAN®00D 5 a human being, not an
artificial beine; a thing created by God, not
by law. 'The Southern idea of liberty lhas
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beon, o white raco lifted into pnaitinn by law,
and n black raco thrust down into its position
by Inw. 'Tho iden of Massachusotts liborty i
nnan compotent to aell his own toil, to sclect
his own work, and, whoen ho differs with
hig neighbor, a jury to appeal to. My willat
the beginning of the road, nsnd a jury at tho
ond ; — that 1 liberty, according to the North-
orn interprelation,  Gen, Banks's liberty for
the negro iy, no vight to fix his wages ; noright
to chooso his tail, practically no right; having
once chosen lis pluce, no right to (uit it ; any
differonco between employed nm\ cmployer
tried by a provosi-marshal, not.a jury.  His-
tory alwayus repeaty itsclf.  In Jamaica, Fug-
land tried her apprenticeship systemn, and suid
to the negro, “ 1f you differ with your master,
po to the Stipeadiary Magistrate.” Who wag
he? IIe was a commissioned ISnglishiman,
who travelled from plantation to plantation,
arrtved lato in the afternoon, took a bath, a
dinner, a bottle of Madeira, went to bed, got
up late, breakfasted with his host, and then
coolly sat down on the ptazza to hear what the
negroes had to say. The negro never got any
justice, of course, In the same way, Gen.
Panks has set up what ho calls a Provost-Mar-
shal, IHe has the American mgenuity as 1o
phrases. It i3 not a magistrate, 1t is not a jus-
tice. You know we have never had slavery.
Yecars ago, we had the “ domestic institutions”
then we had % the peeuliar institution ;” then
“ the patriarchal institution;” then a Methodist
Bishop was requested, rot to get rid of his
slaves, but to get rid of his “impediment,”
(laughter). Mr. Choate, when in his last
years he canvassed Massachusetts, said, not
slavery, but * antagonistic system of labor.” So
Gen. Ranks organizes labor, sets up a Provost
Marshal —a very innocent military officer —
who visits the white man, dines, sups, sleeps,
goes up in the morning, and listens at arm’s
length to the complamts of the freedman.
What chance of justice has he ? Iis wages
having been originally fixed by that Provost-
Marshal and the employer, without any voice
of his, any difference 18 referred tothe Provost-
Marshal, and practically, necessarily, though
not included in the ostensible system, behind
the Provost Marsnal stands the lash. T have
here the letter of a New England Brigadier
General stating that to his knowledpe the
freedmen are whipped. T have in my own ears
the confession of a New York Coleunel that he
had sent his own soldiers to sec it done: and
we have the statement, in Colonel McKaye’s
report, that whi{\]ﬁng was undoubtedly prac-
tiscd on many plantations under this beantiful
‘“ oreanization of Iabor.”

Thus Gen. Banks hands over the black man
to the white race in Louisiana, and then Mr.
Lincoln insists that that State shall be admitted
as a representative State, with two Senators to
balance New York, and five Representatives
to batance Connecticut. By all the record of
thirty years, I protest. By every principle



hold snoved in tho anti-slavery discussions of
(quarter of o centary, I protest against accopt-
ing that bastard ae o trun son ot the Rebollion
(applause),  Louistana 19 ¢ l:un\unfr tha ‘nvminu
to the var and brecking it to the nupu.' 1t iy
sacrificing tho vory cesence of tho nogro's lib-
erty to tha desire for o, prompt recounstruction.
I do not bLelievo it will by possible to recon-
struct those States for a quarter of o con-
tury, 1f tho attempt 13 mado to reconstruct
them of white men.  This generation noever

will have their minds changed to that extent
~ that they ean be trusted. Lsaid to oue of tho
Provost-Muarshals of North Cavolin —— the most.
Union Stato of all, it 1s said, — * ow much
unionisim is there in North Caroliua ¢« Well,”
snid ho, ¢ when o man 18 half whipped and
thoroughly starved, ho i a very pood Uuimﬁ.ﬂt."
No doubt he 8.  The white raco i3 no fit tim-
ber to build States with, and, looking at the
question as mere citizons, tho ballot to the
negro i3 indispensable, because we have no
other timber to build States with, and unless
we build with him, we must postpone recon-
struction for so many years that the very pat-
ronage of territorial government woukd swamp
Republican institutions. Keep them terri-
tortes, let the Dewmocracy come in in eight

ears or four, with tho money-power of this

anking system in one hand and territorial
covernment on the other, and Republican gov-
ernment will be almost a farce. God gives us
but one bridge over the pit, like the line of the
Mohammedan legend, fine as a spider’s web,
Step one single iota to the right or L-f't of abso-
lute justice, and the nation i3 in the pit (ap-
plause). All that the negro needs, and all
that belongs to him, is the indispensable neces-
sity of the white race, as well as justice to him.
I contend, thercford, that what the anti-slavery
cause needs to-dav, 13 the most int]ifrnar}t pro-

- . * . oy *
test against Banks's liberty ” in Louisiana, a

most indignant repudiation of it as ¢mafcipa- |
tion, the most earnest protest against the ac- |

ceptance of such a State by Congress on every
ground, unless we would lose half the fruits of
the Rebellion. A government color-blind; no
distinction of race in the camp or the Scnate;
the negro entitled to vote and to be voted for;
to fight with rifle in hand or to order the battle
with stars on his shoulders; stars and oflice for
the heart, brain and hand, that can win and
wield them; this is at once justice, fair phi,
magnanimity and necessity, and the only path-
Waff to safety and empire.

believe, friends, that there is more hope of
safety to us in Richmond to-day, than there is
in Washington, because, as I said, speaking of
the strugole within the Confederacy, if Jeffer-
gson Davis keeps the sadidle, he continues the
war, and will c?unn this continent from St. Louis
to St. Augustine — free every black, yes, aive
him a patent of nobility, before he will yield to
the Yankee; and that process will cdueate us.
Do not let us be wanting to the grand signs with
which Providence beckons us forward. Who-
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over supposod he would live to seo such an
hour o wo seo to-tlay?  Joflforson  Davis
marehed out of Washington, his right hand {ull
of totiers for the Dlack, on which ho had writton
“Toraver,”  Po-duy ho sity in Richimond, with
nle tips dobating with his fellows whether tho
Llnck man will defond anid save hime M
May — % (God bo thanked 1] e might be
paintod to-day kooeling at the vory feet of tho
negro, begaing help, or aghastat tho guligvhich
awns beneath, and no hand but that of the
lack to save hime Sueh a chaneo no other
page ol history shows us.  God has given it to
ug, tho glortous result of battle in the South,
and as keen o strugelo in Northera thought
aud purposo here.  Usee it as my friend [Mr.
Muy:r does, but what T demand of him i, that
in tho future as in the past, ho shall give us
that samoe keon eriticism which has mado 1868
out of 18G1, which has bent Jeflerson Davis to
tho feet of the negro, and which will yet foreo
him to muster that very raco against us; and
Northern prejudiee, halt exorcised by the thun-
ders of Port Hndson and Fort Waaner -~ tho
nearo on our sido — will shudder down to ity
own place — the bottomless pit —when the
negro carries a victorious banner against us,
Then we shall confess * the negro will fight,”
not in the complacent tone of pitying conde-
scension, but with wholesome terror and com-
mon sense (applause).  Yes, it i3 war at the
South, and a3 keen o war betwixt the abolition-
ists of the North and the political policy which
aoverns the Republican party, on which 1 baso
my hope-—not in praises, not in wasting
time teiling how much has been done.  The
world knows that. It 13 the last step which
makes success or fatlure. It 18 the ['xst half
hour which actually corsummates victory. As
Napoleon saud, it 13 the last fiteen minutes
and the Iast reeiment which decides which
army beats.

I know, a3 my friends do, how much has
been done. Just so the soldier in front of
Richmond to-day knows exactly how much has
been done. le can count Chattanocoga and
Gettysburg, Antietam and Petersburg, and the
Wilderness. and ery exultingly to Grant,
“ How much?”  But supposo he should fold
lus arms, and say, “ Lieutenant General, we
have done so much that I am going home, and
shall leave you to constmmate the victory, soli-
tary and alone, over Richmond;” should we
think that policy ? It scems to e some of
our anti-slavery friends stand to-day counting
up suceess after success, created solely by the
anti-slavery bavonet thrust into the Whito
House, and, baving finished the list, they say,
“ Lot us fold our arms, ery, Great 1s the Re.
publican party, and trust Abraham Lincoln to
consummate a perfect victory.”  Will Graut,
even will all his past successes, make Richmond
capitulate without an army ?  Just a3 soon ag
the Republican party can subjugate the slave-
ocracy without our searching eriticism and con-

& .
stant dewmand, ¢ Onward ! Justice, absoluto
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Justice, forthwith and forever!” 'To-lay tho
balanco haugs. Who are to gain or to lose ?
Don’t think that I exaggerats the
Wo have not measurcd * the job.” More than
half of it remaina in front {o-day. Tho fauit of
tho American mind from the commencement,
has been in not probing and measuring the
vastness of tho wor{:. Some two years ago, Me-
Clellan summonad Sherman to his side, and
gaid, ¢ Iow many men will it tako to hold Ten-

nessee?” 4 Two hundred thousand,” said
. Sherman, * Madness!"” said the “ young Na-

oleon” (langhter). “Insanity! You are a
anatic ; it won't take thirty thousand;” and
ho banished thoe funatic west of the Misaissippt,
to take charge of au Indianpost. It hay tafen
thrco hundred thousand men to hold ‘Ten.

roblem.

fan
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neased 3 the banwshed fanatic has swept acrosa
tho continent, and snufls the breezes of tho
Atlantie, with conquered States for a retinue,
whilo the young Napoleon has anc to study
engineering in a foreign land! (Loud ap-
lnuse)  Lo-day thero 1san opinion similar to
"MeCle Ian'ﬂ--tfmt, tho future is so ncar, so
ready for one grasp, that wo can afforil to relax
our elforls, dishand, muster out, and trust the
Generals and Senators to negotiate the victory.
‘That i3 Mc¢Clellan, thinking that Tennessce
coult be hekl with a bandful, In time, I think
you will realize that the fanaticism which is to
grasp both ends of the continent is that which
| measures to-day, with anxiety, the severity of
the trial and the vastness of the work beforo us,
| (Loud applause.)
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WHAT THE BLACK MAN WANIS:

SPEECH OF FREDERICK DOQUGLASS

AT THHIS ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MASSACHUSETTS ANTI-SLAVERY 50CLETY
Al BOSTON,

mmmmme I e

Mr, Presiprnt, ~1I camo here, ns I comoe
always to the meetings in New Engiand, as
listencr, and not as a speaker; and ono of thoe
reasons why I have not been more frequently
to tho meetings of thissociety, has been becanse
of the disposition ou the part of some of my
fricnds to call me out upon the platform, even
when they knew that there was somo difference
of apinion and of' feeling between thosg who
rightfully belongz to this platform and myself';
and for fear of being misconstrued, as desiving
to interrupt, or disturb the proceedings of' these
meetings, I havo usually kept away, and have
thna been deprived of that educating influence,
which I am always free to confess is of the
highest order, descending from this platform.
I have felt, since I have lived out West, that
in going there I parted from a great deal that
was valuable; and I feel, every time 1 come to
these meetings, that I have lost a great deal by
making my home west of Boston, west of Mas-
sachusetts; for, if anywhere in the country
there i3 to be found the highest scuse of just-
ice, or the truest demands tor my race, [ look
for 1t in the East, 1look for it here. The ablest
discussions of the whole question of our richts
oceur here, and to be deprived of the privilege
of listening to thosc discussions is a great dep-
rivation.

I do not know, froua what has been said, that
there 18 any difference of opinion as te the duty
of' abolitionists, at the present moment.  How
can we get up any dilterence at this point, or
at any point, where we are so united, so agreed ?
I went espectally, iowever, with that word of
Mr. Phillips, which is the erticism of Gen.
Banks and Gen. Banks’s policy.  1hold that
that policy 13 our chiet danger at the present
moment; that it practically enslaves the negro,
and makes the Proclamation of 1863 a mockery
and delusion.  What is freedom? It is the
right to choose onec’s own employment. Cer-
tainly it means that, if it meangany thing ; and
when any individual or combination of’ individ-
uals, undertakes to decida for any man when
ho shall work, where he shall work, at what he
ghall work, and for what he shall work, he or

| solute slavery,
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just now, a disposition to learn rig

they practieally reduce him o slavery. (Ap-
plause.)  Ho i aslave.  That T understand
Gien. Banks to do —to determine for the so-
called freedman, when, and where, and at what,
and for how much he shall work, when he shall
be punished, and by whom punished. Tt is ab-

[t defeats tLu beneficent mten-
tionns of' the Government, if' it has beneficent
intentions, in regavd to the freedom of our
people.

I have had but one idea for the last threo
years, to present to the American people, and
the phrascology in which T clothe 1t 1s the old
abolition phrascology. I am for the “immoe-
dinte, unconditional, and unmversal” enfran-
chisement of tho black man, in every State in
the Union.  (Loud applause.)  Without this,
hiy liberty is a mockery ; without this, you might
as well almost retain the old name of slavery
for i condition ; tor, in fact, if’ he 13 not the
slave of the individual master, he 13 the slave
of society, and holds hir liberty as a privilege,
not as a right. e is at the mercy of the mob,
and has no means of protecting himself,

It may be objected, however, that this press-
ing of the ncgro’s right to sulfrage is prema-
ture.  Let us have slavery abolished, 1t may
be said, let ns have labor oreanized, and then,
in the natural course of cvents, the right of
suffrace will be extended to the negro. ~ I do
not agree with this.  ‘Fhe constitution of the
human mind i3 such, thatif it once disregards
the conviction forced upon it by a revelation
of truth, it requires the exercize of a higher
power to produce the same conviction after-
wards, The American people are now in tears.
The Shenandoah has run blood — the best blood
of the North. Al around Eichmond, the blood
of New England and of the North has been
shed —of your sons, your Lrothers and your
fathers,  We all feel, in the existence of this
Rebellion, that judements terrible, wide-spread,
far-reaching, overwhelming, are abroad in the
land ; and we feel, in view of theso judements,

]lltutiusness.
T'his 1s the hour,  Our streets are in mourntng,

tears are falling at every fireside, and undér
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the chastivement of this Rebellion wo have al-
Inost come up to the point of concoding this
renty this all-important vight of sullvage, 1
hmr that if' wo fiil to do 1t now, if' nbolitionints
fnil fo press it now, wo may not see, for con-
turics to come, tho smuo disposition that exists
at this moment, (Appluusu.) Honee, 1 say,
now is the time to lu‘tms this right.

It-mny bo asked, “ Why do you want it ?
Some mon have got along vory well without
it.  Women have not this right,”  Shall wa
justify ono wrong by aunother?  ‘Lhat is u suf-
ficient answer,  Shall wo at this moment jus-
tify the deprivation of tho negro of tho right
to vole, beeanse somo ono else is deprived of
that privilego? 1 hold that women, as well as
men, havo the night to voto (applauss), and
my heart and my voice eo with lﬂlﬁ movement
to oxtend suftfriacze to womanj but that ques-
tion rests upon another bagis than that ¢n which
ourright rests.  Wo may be asked, Xeny, why
wo want it. I will tell you why wo want it.
We want it becanse it is our right, fivst of all.
(Applaase.)  No class of men can, without
'insu[':ing their own nature, be content with
any deprivation of their rights,  We want
it, again, a3 o meany for educating our race.
Mcen are so constituted that they derive their
conviction of their own possibilities largely from
tho estimatoe formed of then by others,  If
nothing 18 expected of a people, that people
will find it diflieult to contradict that expecta-
tion. By depriving us of suffrage, you aflirm
our incapacity to form an intelligent judgment
respecting public men and public measures;
you declare before the world that we are unfit
to exercize the elective franchise, and by this
means lead us to undervalue ourselves, to put
0 low estimate upon ourselves, and to feel that
we have no possibilities like other men.  Again,
I want the elective franchise, for one, as a
colored man, because ours 13 a peculiar gov-
ernment, based upon g peculiar idea, and that
iden 13 universal suffrage.  If I were in a mon-
archical government, or an autoeratic or aristo-
cratic government, where the few bore rule and
the many were subject, there would be nospecial
stigma resting upon me, because I did not ex-
creise the elective franchise. It would do me
no great violence.  Mingling with the mass, 1
should partake of the strength of the mass;
I should be supported by the mass, and I should
havo the same incentives to endeavor with the
mass of my fellow-men; it would be no partic-
ular burden, no particnlar deprivation; but
here, where universal suflraze 1s the rule, where
that 13 the fundamental idea of the Govern.
ment, to rule us out is to make us an exception,
to brand us with the stigma of infuriority, and
to invite to our heads the missiles of thase about
us; therefore, I want the franchise for the black
man.

There are, however, other reasons, not de-
rived from any consideration merely of our
richts, but arising out of the condition of the
South, and of ﬂu} country -— considerations

.

which havo alvondy been rofurrod to by M.
Phillipy —~ congiderations which must nrrest
the attontion of statestnen. 1 believe that
whon tho toll heads of this Tebellion shall
hivva hovn swept down, ns they will bo swopt
down, when the Davises and Toombses and
Stephenses, nnd  othors who are leading in
this Rebetlion shall have boen blotted out, thero
will bo this rank undorgrowth of trenson, to
which reference has beon mwdo, growing up
there, and intorfering with, and thwarting tho
{‘uiuh operation of the Federal Government in
those States.  You will seo thoso traitors hand-
ing down, from sive to gon, the samo malignant
u,:irib which they have manifested, and which
they are now oxhibiting, with malicious hearts,
Lroad Dlades, and bloody hands 1n the field,
against our sons and brothers,  ‘Lhat spirit will
still remaing and whoever sees the Ifederal
Government  extended over thoso Southern
States will seo that Government in a stravgo
land, and not only in a strange land, but in an
enemy’s land. A post-master of the United
States in the South will find himself surround-
ed by a hostile spirit; a collector in a Southern
port will find himself surrounded by a hostile
spivit 3 a United States marshal or Uunited
States judge will be surrounded there by a
hostilo clement.  That enmity will not die
out in & year, will not dio out in an age. The
Federal Government will be looked upon in
those States precisely as the Governments of
Austria and I'rance are looked upon in Ttaly
at the present moment.  They will endeavor
to circumvent, they will endeavor to destroy,
the peaceful operation of this Government,
Now, -where will you find the strength to
counterbalance this spirit, if you do not find
it in the negroes of the South? They are
your friends, and have alwavs been your
friends. They were your friends even when
the Government did not regard them as such.
They comprehended the genius of this war
before you did. It is a significant fact, it is a
marvellous fact, it seems almost to imply a di-
reet interposition of Providence, that thiy war,
which began in the interest of slavery on both
sides, bids fair to end in the interest of liberty
on both sides. (Applause.) It was begun, I say,
in the interest of slavery on both sides. The
Soath was fishting to take slavery out of the
Union, and the North fighting to keep it in the
Unipn ; the South fighting to get it beyond the
limits of the United-States Constitution, and the
North fighting to rctain it within those limits;
the South fizhting for new guarantees, and the
North fighting for the old puarantees;~ both
despising the negro, both insulting the negro.
Yet, the negro, apparently endowed with wis-
dom from on high, saw more clearly the end
from the beginning than wo did.  When Sow-
ard said tho status of noman in the country
would be changed by the war, the negro did not
believe him. (Appﬁmsc. When our generals
sent dheir underdings tn shoulder-straps to hunt
the flyig nogro Lack frowm our lines into the jaws



of alnvory, from which he had oscaped, the ne-
groea thought that a mistake had boon made,
and that tho intentions of' the Government bad
not beon rightly understood by our oflicers in
shoulder-straps, and they continued to como
into our lines, threading their wiy through
bogs and fony, over briovs and thorny, fording
streams, swimming rivers, bringing us tidings
s to tho safo path to march, and ,minting out
the dangers that threatoned us,  ‘Uhoy are our
only friends in the South, and wo should bo
truo to thom i this their trial hour, and see to
1t that they have the olective franchise,

I know that wo ave inferior to you in somo
things —- virtually inferior. Wo walk about
among you like dwarfs among giants,  Oue
heads aro searcely socen abovo the groat sea of
humnanity. The Germans aro superior to us s
tho Irish are suporior to us; tho Yankees are
superior to us (laughter) 5 they can do what we
cannot, that ty, what we have not hitherto beon
allowed to do. But while I make this admis-
sion, I utterly deny that we are originally, or
naturally, or prauticully, Or 1N any way, or in
any important sense, inferior to anybody on
this globe. (Loud app-lause.} This chargo of
inferiority is an old dodge. It has been made
available for oppression on many occasions, It
18 only about six centuries since the blue-eyed
and fair-haired Anglo-Saxons were considered
inferior by the haughty Nornans, who once
trampled upon them. If you read the history
of the Norman Conquest, you will find that this
proud Anglo-Saxon was once looked upon as of
coarser clay than his Norman master, and might
be found in the highways and byways of old
England laboring with a brass collar on his
ncek, and the name of his master marked upon
it. You were down then! (Laughter and
applause.) You are up now. I am glad you
are up, and 1 want you to be glad to help us
up also. (Applause.)

The story of our inferiority is an old dodge,
as I have said; for wherever men oppress their
fellows, wherever they enslave them, they will
endeavor to find the needed apology for such
enslavement and oppresston in the character of
the people oppressed and enslaved. When we
wanted, a few years ago, a slice of Mexico, it
was hinted that the Mexicans were an inferior
race, that the old Castilian blood had beecome
so weak that it would scarcely run down hill,
and that Mexico needed the long, strong and
beneficent arm of the Anglo-Saxon care ex-
tended over it.  We said that it was nccessary
to its salvation, and a part of the “manifest
destiny ” of this Republie, to extend our arm
over that dilapidated government. So, too,
when Russia wanted to take possession of a
part of the Ottoman Empire, the Turks were
‘“an inferior race.”  So, too, when Eneoland
wants to sct the heel of her power more firmly
in the (uivering heart of old Treland, the Celts
are an ‘‘inferior race.”” So, too, the negro,
when he is to be robbed of any right which is
justly his, is an “inferior mnan.”” It is said that
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i South has the right to vote.

wo aro ignorant; I adwmit it.  DBut if wo know
cnough to bo hung, wo know onough to vote.
If tha nepro knows enough to pay tnxes to
support the governmont, ho knows enough to
volo; taxation and representation should go
togethor. If ho knows onough to shouldor o
muslkat and fight for the flag, fight for the gov-
ornmont, ho knows cuough to vote. It Lo
knows na much whon ho is sobor as an Ivjshe
man knows when drunk, ho knows cnough
to vote, on good American principles.  (Laugh-
ter and applause.) A

But 1 was saying that you necded n couns
torpoise in tho persons of the slaves to the on-
mity that wnuh\ exist ot tho South aftor tho
Robellion is put down. I hold that the Amert-
¢an people are bound, not only in self-defenco,
to extend thig ridht to tho freedmen of tho
South, but they are bound by their love of
country, and by all their regard for the futuro
safety of those Southiern States, to do this —
to do it as a measure cssentinl to tho presors
vation of peaco there. DBut I will not dwell
upon this. I put it to the American senso of
honor. Tho lLonor of a nation is an important
thing. 1t is said in the Scriptures, * What
doth it profit a man if he gain the whole world,
and lose his own soul?” It may be said, also,
What doth it profit a nation if it gain tho
whole world, but loso its honor? I hold
that the American government has taken upon
itself a solemn oblicration of honor, to seo that
this war — let it be Tong or let it bo short, let 1t
cost much or let it cost little — that this war
shall not cease until cvery freedman at the
_ (Applause.) 1t
has bound itself to it. \What have ‘you asked
the black men of the South, the black moen of
the whole country, to do? Why, you have
asked them to incur the deadly enmity of their

i masters, in order to befriend you and to befriend

this Government. You have asked us to call

| down, not only upon ourselves, but upon our

children’s children, the deadly hate of the en-
tire Southern people. You ﬂm'e called upon
us to turn our acﬂs upon our masters, to aban-
don their cause and espouse yours; to turn
against the South and in faver of the Norih;
to shoot down the Confederacy and uphold the
flagg —the American flag. You have called
upon us to expose ourselves to all the subtle
machinations of their malignity for all time.
And now, what de you propese to do when
you come to ‘make peace? To reward your
enemies, and trample in the dust your friends 7
1Jo you intend to sacrifice the very men who
have come to the rescue of your banner in the
South, and incurred the lasting displeasure of
their masters thereby ? o you intend to
sacrifice them and reward your enemies? Do
you mean to give your cnemics the right to
vote, and take it away from your friends ? s
that wise policy ?  Is that honorable 2 Could
American honor withstand such a blow? I do
not believe you will doit. T think you will
see to it that we have the right to vote. * There



18 somothing too menan in looking upon the
negro, whon you are in trouble, as o citizen,
and whon you nve freo from trouble, as an alion.
Whon this nation was in trouble, in its carly
struggles, it looked upon tho negro as o eitizen,
In 1770 ho was o citizén, At tho time of the
formation of tho Constitution the nepro had
tho right to voto in cloven Btates out of tho
old thirteen, In your trouble you have made
usg citizens. In 1812 Gen. Jackson addressed
us as citizens — * fellow-citizens,”  Io wanted
us to fight. Weo were citizens then! And
now, when you como to {rame n conseription
bhill, tho negro is . eitizen again, e lmslhﬂun
a citizen just three times in the history of this
government, and it has always been in time of
trouble. In time of trouble wo are citizens.
Shall wo be citizong in war, and aliens in peaco ?
Would that bo just ?

I ask my frionds who aro apologizing for not
ingisting upon this right, where can tho black
man look, in this country, for the assertion of
this mght, if he may not look to tho Massachu-
gotts Anti-Slavery Socicty 7 Where under thoe
whole heavens can hie look for sympathy, in as-
serting this right, it he may not ook to this
l}latform? Have you lifted us up to a certain
weight to seo that wo are men, and then are
any disposed to leave us there, without sceing
that we are put in pesgession of all our rights ?
We look naturally to this platform for the as-
sertion of all our rights, and for this ono cspe-
cially. I understand the anti-slavery socictics
of thiy country to be bascd on two principles,—
first, the freecdom of the blacks of thiscountry ;
and, sccond, the clevation of them. Let e
not be misunderstood here. I am not asking
for sympathy at the hands of abolitionists,
.!jg'mpathy at the hands of any. I think the
\merican peoplo are disposed often to be gen-
erous rather than just. I look over this coun-
try at the present time, and I see Educational
Socicties, Sanitary Commissions, Freedmen’s
Associations, and the like,~—all very good : but
in regard to the colored people there i~ always
mora that 13 benevolent, I nerceive, than just,
manifested towards us. What I ask for the
negro is not benevolence, not pity, not syms-
pathy, but simply justice. (Applause.) The
American people have always been anxious to
know what they shall do with us. Gen. Banks
was distressed with solicitudo as to what he
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should do with the mnogro. Iiverybody hng
askad the (uestion, and thoy learned to ask it
carly of tho abolitionists, « What shall wa do
with tho negro?” 1 have Lad but one answor
from tho beginning. Do nothing with ws!
Your doing with us las alrendy playoed tho
mischiof with us, Do nothing with us|
If the apples will not remain on the treo of
their own strength, if' thoy are worm-caten at
tho core, if thoy are carly ripe and disposed to
fall, let thom falll 1 am not for tying or fus-
teming them on the tree in any way, except by
nature’s plan, and if they will not stay there,
let them fall,  And af' the negro cannot stand
on his own legs, let him fall alse. Al I ask is,
givoe him a chanco to stand on his own logs!
Let him alono!l  If you seo him on liy way to
school, let him alone, ~— don’t disturb him?!  If
i*uu see him going to tho dinnerstable at o
wtel, let him go! I you seo him going to the
ballot-box, let him alone, — don't diaturli him !
(Applause,) If i'ou sece him going into o
work-shop, just let him alone, — your inter-
furencots doing him a positive injury.  Gen.
Banks’s ¢ preparation” is of a piece with thig
attempt to prop up the negro.  Let hium fall if
ho cannot stand alone! If the negro cannot
live by the line of eternal justice, so beautifully
Futured to you 1n the llustration uscd by Mr.
*hillips, the fault will not bie yours, it will be
hi who made the negro, and established that
line for his government. (Applause.) Let
him live or die by that. If you will only untie
his hands, and give him a chance, I tlink he
will live. Ile will work as readily for himself
as the white man. A great many delusions
liave been swept away by this war.  One was,
that the negro would not work; he has proved
his ability to work. Another wasg, that the
negro would not fight; that he possessed only
the most sheepish attributes of humanity; was
a perfect lamb, or an ¢ Uncle Tom ;" disposed
to take ofl his coat whenever required, fold his
hands, and bo whipped by anybody who
wanted to whip him,  But the war has proved
that there i1s a great deal of human nature in
the negro, and that “he will fight,” as Mr.
Quincy, our President, said, in carlicr days
than these, “ when there is a reasonable prob-
ability of his whipping anybody.” (Laughter
and applause.)



SUITRAGE IFOR THE BLLACKS SOUND POLfTIOAL
ECONOMY :

SHOWN IN A LETTER TO THE “BOSTON DAILY ADVERTISER” |

BY ELIZUR WRIGHT.

Ox the hecls of victory comes a question
which no tax-payer can afford to nCglect a
moment. If the public mind is not made up
on it by the time victory is fully ours, wo
might almost as well be defeated — that 1s,
considering ourselves merely as proEertE-hold-
ers and tax-payers. The question is that of
reconstruction.

Opinions may differ, according to the degroo
of information, as to facts; but I think all
will agrce that there is little use and much
waste of power in working a State government
by Federal machinery.

Till the enfranchised population of a rebel
State is so far reclaimed from tho sccession
heresy that a majority of it can be relied on
to protect itself and maintain its authority as
an organized loyal State government, such
oreanization is worse than superfluous, for the
nationa! power must be present in force, and
to make that force efficient must be sepreme.
As to the white population of the rebel states,
nothing is more certain than that it will take
a long period of military subjugation, after
the overthrow of the rebel armies, to educate
out of it its rebel propensities, so that a majority
of it can be relied on for loyal State govern-
ment, It is certainly true that powerful inter-
ests are on the right side, and the thing would
come about in time. DBut in the meantime two
things inevitably go on: —

1st. The pubTic debt accumulates, for a
military occupation never pays as it goes.

2d. The blacks are largely trained to arms,
for they are the cheapest and best troops we
can have under the circumstances.

Hence, when we arrive at the period when
loyal State governments — that will go alone —
can be set up, the blacks must be enfranchised
or they will be ready and willing to fight
for a government of their own; and here is
more war, and more public debt, and more
taxation.
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Observe how wo have put one foot in by
enlisting colored troops. ]!;,urhups we couldn’t
help it. Wo certainly caunot withdraw it.
Now we are putting in the other, by passing
the amendment to the Constitution.

The effect of this, when passed, is to take
away about 1-27th of the power of the loyal
States in the lower house of Congress, and
give it to thoe rccoustructed rebel States, pro-
vided all are restered.  This comes of counting
into the representative population two-fifths
of certain persons who were before counted out.
To be more exact, suppose the amendment
passed, all the rebel States restored, and the 241
members of the Iouse of Representatives to
be apportioned among the several States by the
rule adopted for the 88th Congress, members
would be gatned and lost as follows :—

Galn, L.oss,
Alabama.... 1 Member. Illinois ...... 1 Member.
Georgia...... 1 “ Indiana...... 1 A
Louisinna ....1 ¢ TIowa ........ 1 4
Mississinpt ...1 L Minnesotn.... 1 ¢
N. Carolina ..1 b New York....1 “
S. Carolina ...l o Ohio ........ 1 “
Tonnessea,., .1 . Rhode Island .1 L
Texas..opene 3008 I'cpnsylvania 2 t
Virgigia......1 i —

— Tatal ...... e
Total,.....D

If the franchise in the reclaimed States is
to be restricted to the white population, this
giving them the advantage of cightcen votes
when readmitted, puts oft' the day when such
a thine can be safely done. ¥f done too
prumpﬁy, before secession theories and con-
federate bonds shall have gone back into noth-
ingness, we wmay find that by the very act
of amending the Constitution wo have brought
ourselves to the unpleasant dilemma of having

cither to pay the rebel debt or borrow the
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robol thoory and socedo from the very Union
wo havo restored by concquering tho reliels,

Thoro is only ono way to nvaid this and mako
our victory immedintely fruitful.  Intwo States
a docided mnjority of tho population is black,
and, by nocessity, loyal. In five othery, the
black Tolapant - 38 moro than one-third; and it
is stronz wnongh to make an efleative balance
of pover in overy State whero tho robellious
slemant is of any serious magnitude.  Again,
(s particular chivaley which got up and en-
gnoered the Rebellion g auch o llmrmr of
sharing political power with its former chattols,
tnt when the enfranchisement of the blacks
is determined on ag the sine qua non of recon-
steuction, and ity own military power ig over-
thrown, it will emigrate to n moro congenial
political atmosphere.  Weo have then nothing
to do but convert whites enough to make ama-
jority, whon added to the eniranchised blacks,
to have State governments that can be trusted
to stand ulonc.

0

I think T could easily cunvince any man, who
docs not allow his prejudicos to stand in the
way of his intoreste, that it will probably make
n difference of at least $1,000,000,000 in tho
development of tho nationnl debt, whothor wo
yeconstruet on tho basiy of loyal white and
black votes, or on whito votes exclusively, and
that ho can better afford to give the Govern-
ment at lonst onc-quarter of hiy estato than
have it try tho latter uxgoriment.

I am not disputing about tastes. A negro’s
ballot may bo ntoro vulgar than hisbullet.  Be-
ing already in for it, tho question with me 14,
how the ono or tho other can be made to pro-
tect my property from taxation ; and 1am sure
T would rather give away half the little L have,
than to have tho victories of 1865 thrown away,
as I am sure they will be, if; endeavoring to
keep the South in subjugation by black armics,
the Government allows four millions 'of black
population to continue disfranchised.



RECONSTRUCTION:

A LETIER FROM WILLIAM HEIGHTON T0 GEORGE
L. STEARNS,

ELhIER, SI\TJE}II CO-, Nl Jl
I'eh, 27, 1865.

Gronge L. Steanxs, Egq., Hoston, Mass.

Sikr, — I latcly received from you two com-
munications, in which you advanco certain
propositions, and ask my influence and sup-
port for them,

1st. Lo organize the anti-slavery men of
tho country.

2d. o bring their combined influence to
bear effectively upon the reconstruction of the
social and political institutions of the Rebel
States, and to remodel our financial system, in
crder to correct abuses growing out ot slavery.

3d. To aid in procuring for Gov. Andrew,
of Massachusetts, a seat m the Cabinet at
Washington, as an able and faithful exponent
of anti-slavery principles and measures.

I reply —1 am not acquatated with the pe-
culiar abuses of our *financial system™ grow-
ing out of slavery, nor aware that some other
champion of frecdom might not be as proper a
candidate for a seat in the Cabinet as (Eov. An-
drew, though 1 think he would shed lustre
upon that position; butif 1 can be of any ser-
vice in an Srganization whose object ig, after
the Rebellion explodes, to reconstruct the Rebel
States, and re-unite them upon the bhasis of hib-
erty and equal rights, you can put my name
down upon your anti-slavery record.

That you may not mistake me, I will state a
few fundamental propositions which I hold in-
dispensable to that end.

1st. TIE UNITY AND ESSENTIAL EQUAL-
ITY OF THE HUMAN RACE. God is ¥ oun
FATHER.” All men are brothers, and the dis-
tinction between a man and a beast i3 infinite.

2d. Equarrry or nrricuts. All human
beings have an equal right—1st, to life and
liberty ; 2d, the development and culture of
body, mind, and moral nature. The Goverh-
ment should securo these to the State, because
its health, wealth, prosperity and highest hap-
piness depend upon the fullest posstesion and
cnjoyment of them. 3d, the right to property
in the common clements of nature,—light, air,
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water, and’ the land.  Tho right to theso cle-
ments i3 inalicnable, because they constitute
the clements of the human body, which could
not for a moment exist without them, and be-
cause God created them for the maintenancy,
in every age, of all tho living.  Thoy are a
common gift, which no man has a right to mo-
nopolize, and which the governing Yower is
bound to sccure to cach citizen who nceds
them, or who desires them.

Jul. RESPONSIDILITY OF GOVERNMENT.
Government is responsible for the equal pro-
tection and faithful promotion of the highest
well-beine of each individual within ity domain.

Ath. Moxorories. The State i3 bound
by legislative obligations only so far as theso
were necessary to its life and well-being,  No
existing generation can, by its legislation, bind
the next generation to measurves deemed hos-
tile to the public life, health and happiness.

Sth. Tur rraxcuisk. On this subject I
offer an illustrative statement before I give
the principle.

In New Jersey tho ballot-box 13, in effect,
rowmetimes set up openly for sale to the highest
bidder, and so many Jought votes taken at
the polls that the unbought oncs are deemed
of little value to the candidates. T have heard
voters declare, here in Salem County, that
the only benefit they could see in the franchise
to the poor man, 13 the money he gets for
his vote. To be sure, these were foreignors.
I never heard a native say this, though many
gell their votes, The abuse is so great that
some respectable voters excuse themselves from
voting as being useless.  But ask those gentle-
men with the bribe money in their pockets
what objection they bave to a nesro vote,
and nearly every man will roll up his eyey
and Lift his hands i holy horror, as if you
were covered all over with leprosy, or had
just committed the unpardonable sin, Now
I am not addressing theso men. T'o reason
with them would be ridiculous. But ever
anti-slavery man and political reformer wiﬁ
at once comprehend the justice and hwmanity
of the following proposition.
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UNIVUERBALITY OF ‘TIE DALs

LOT DOX.

‘e pura” (Bible) A corrupt uss of
tho ballol~box t» not Democracy, but an qris-
tosracy (monovy rule) of the most odious kind,
‘Tho purity thereforo of the franchise should
bo guarded by the severest ponnlties,  1leavy
fincs, to go to informer on conviction of tho
oltendor, with imprisonment at hard labor, and
partial loss of firanchise for the first oftunce,
and tolnl losa for'tho socond, would probably
accomplish that end. |

Purity, then, thoe olection, ~— withdraw all
pinistor motives to a corrupt vote. Mako tho
vote the simplo oxpression of tho uncorrupted
genso and will of the voter, and open tho
franchise to overy adult and human being,
Mind rules tho universo. Give it an opon
fiold and fair play, and let the national will,
rrutuutml {rom sinistor motives, ahd guided
y the national intelligence, creats aud main-
tain tho national institutions.

The third clauso of my second proposition -
“the right to property in thio common ele-
menta” ~—is go important that I beg, in con-
clusion, to make a tow remarks upon it.

You will find the security of this right in-
dispensable to the reconstruction of our southi-
¢rn  communitics.  Imwenso landed  estates
in a few hands (baronics) the world over,
ara death to Democracy.  If three or four men
own a whole country, they will be its governors,
Its road system, school system, court, judges,
oflicers, municipality and franchise, will all
be controlled by them. They can and will,
cven under rﬁpu{licuu forms, securo thetr own
clection to the highest scats in tho state and
national counsels, and become there, as in
former years, an elcment of jarring and per-
petual discord.

Tho landed estates, therefore, of all tho
prominent and active rebols, the great chiefs,
should be confiscated and broken up. After
these eriminals are executed or transported, it
might be safe to confer upon such heirs as re-
matned in the country, and should take the
oath of allegiance, so much land as would con-
stitute a modcrate homestead, while an equal
homestead should be apportioned to each col-
ored family. These, in tact, have the first and
highest right, since the clearing and improve-
ments have been done mainly by their Iabor,
The soldiers, also, should receive bounties from
it, and any left could be sold in limited quanti
ties to loyal men.

I'ULRITY AND
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Tn o conferonco hold by Secrotary Stanton

",‘

and Genoral Sherman with the colored peoplo
of Bavannah, soon aftor that city was takon,

“tho choson spolkosman of' the negroes waa Gare

rison I'razior.  On being asked, * How can rmlr
peoplo tako caro of themselves @ ho replicd:
“Tho way wo can best tako enre of ourselyves
13 to have land, and turn and ll it by our own
Inbor”  All this man’s replies to the Sceretary
and Goneral wero marked by uncommon
shrowdness and good senge, but thiy excelled.
Iow hog ho o country who has got no homeoe ?
Who habitually sells fiimsolf to somebody for a
day or week to get bread for hiy family ?

f, then, you wish to uproot slavery, break
up land monopoly. "T'win stramls of ono ropo,
alavery in sonie form will ever feed its insatiate
maw upon stolen indusiry, so long as land
monopoly shall be allowed to exist.  'Lhe new
frecadom of the south, under the old land
monopoly will be worzo to the feeblo and de-
crepit than their former slavery.,  Stung with
poverty and desolation caused by the rebellion,
the barbarous land-bareny, with blind rage and
malignant hato will vent their spleen on the
innocent and helpless freedman, and, charging
him with being the cause of thetr ruin, with an
oppresdion unknown to former times of suc-
cessful slavery, will grind bim to powder.  God
help the poorignorant ncgroes, who without
any home, or lezal claim to the clements of
iife, shall be compolled, day by day, to offer Ins
Iabor to such masters in order to get bread for
his wife and children! No, the government

that shall permit land monnﬁﬂly to wield its

blighting curse over four millions of ignorant
and helpless blacks will be false to its highest
obligations, and an absolute despotism to the
black race, to be again engulfed, at some
future period, in its own blood. .

If you anti-slavery gentlemen who are form-
ing an organization to reconstruct the rcbel
states, should be wanting in intellizence to
comprehend the magnitude of this great land
question, let me admonish you that you are not
qualified for the duty you have undertaken. X
make this remark because the idea 1s not cm-
braced in your printed com:munications.

In this lettcrli send you my political dagyer-
reotype, —Democratic and Republican in cvery
feature. If you conclude it will not disgrace
your anti-slavery gallery, you will hang it up
there among the rest.
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