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DEUTERONOMY, XXVIII. I.

Aund it hall come to pufs, if thou fhalt hearken diligently
unto the veice of the Lord thy God, to cbf:rve and to
do nll bis commandments, which I ccm and thee this
day ; that the 1orda thy God will fet thee on bigh
adeve all nations of ihe earth.

U Y *HERE isno tru:h which feems to be mo-e clea ly

1 written in the hiftory of nations, than that their
profperity and decline are not only intimately connected
~with the fyftems of policy by whi hthey are governed,
but ftill more affected and infiuenced by the manners
or moral conduct by which they are charatterized. As
long as lehgu n and virtue have been generally honored
and praltifed among a people they have continued fafe,
f-urithing and happy W hen their morals have become
renerally vicious and diffolute, they have been {.on
involved in various calamities, and unlefs prevented
oy a timely reformation, have finally funk 1into .irre-
trievable ruin.

In the j-w.fh hiftory 1n particular, the proofs of this
are exhibited with the ftronge’t wnd mcft cenvincing
cvidence. N '

The Jews were indeed a pecuhliar penple, and the

iterpofitions of divine providence, in the direction of
thur aftans, were more than orcinanly particular and
remarkab’e; yert, 1n the main, their con lufk, and the
j roiperous or adverl{c events which befel them under
the divine adminifiratio=, are enly more confpicuous
inftances of uhat we may difcern 1n a light {ufliciently
clear and finiiny among eveiy oiher pﬁn, le. Intlem
God feens to have intenced to owve the world-an tluie

trious
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trious example of the general method of his procedure
with the various governmen's or focieties of mankind
1n every age and coustry.  So that whatever is recorded
ot them, Thould be confidered as “written for our
ad. nomtlon, " and the general declarations which God
made to them on the tub)-& of their natioaal affairs,
{hou'd be heard by us with the fame attention anl
application as wnough they had been mimcediately
addrefled to ourfelves.

In this view, the wordsbefcreus are deeply intereft-
Ing to us, in our political capacity and focial connexions,
at all times and 1n all firuations; and at the prefent
period, and inthe p:efent circumitances ¢f our country,
you w:ll probably concur with e in thinking them
reculiztly worthy of our attentior, and enuled to our
very ferious confuderaton and careful improvement,

And as the inftitutions of the {ubbath, aud of the
onipel miniftry, are no lefs frigndly to the temporal
than to he etcinal interefls of mankind, Itruft I fhall
ke regarded as em_zagu 10 a {ervice nct unfuitable to
th- {ic.ed time wrich we now emp oy, or to the
{an&titv of the ofiice which Iuftain, winle T attempt
to afiift you 1n the imorovement of this fubjedt, widia
view chicfly to the ‘advancement of vour pO‘llthul
nrofperity as citizens of Ainerica.

Thefe words conain a molt eracioss and encouraging
promife mde o tae Hraclies, at the time when they
wad at lensth comileated their tedious maich of forty
Vears, varied wih many akonfhing feenes of divine
mercy and judgment, throug b the wildernefs, and were
now on the point of eRtering 1nto and taking ponefﬁon
o tielong prom:iiea and .oug es r,cpu d land of reft.
En this m*e,‘_:o cant {ituation, 2nd with this ammating
profpedt efore "H:ﬂ“ Noles, tl‘*t: r atvinelv lnfplra.,d
leader and law o f*c., addrefies himfe!f to them in the
{everal Dluma znd pathotic difcourfes which All the

prefent
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prefent bock, In thefe he recapitulates to them the
moft fignal events of their memorabie hifiory from
their deliverance out of the fe. vitude of Egypt to the
prefent interefting period, when the Objttl of their
hopes was in near and fuli view before them; and he
repeats to them a comprehenfive fummary of the laws,
which under divined.reétion, he had ordained for their
governnient.  In this chapter he proceeds to fet before
them, cn the one hand, a muliplicity of bleffings and
fenmt.cb which would artend their obedience to thefe
excellent laws; and on the other hand, a variety of
cuiics and miferies that would follow upun a contrary
coutie of conduct.

The words of the text colle& intoone pomt of view
the whole of that private and public happineds which is
atterwards more largely fpec: fied in particular inflances,

The fentiment which it ¢bvicully conveys 1s, that a
willing fubje&ion to the authority of God, their fupreme
oovernor, and a careful compliance with the obliga-
ticns of thole facred faws of morality and civil pullty,
which h(, had niituted tor thewr ohiervance, would
prove the certair means of raifing them to tlie higheft
{lnge of perfonal and nat.onal pu, penty, of advancing
them to an enviable pre-eminence 1n weaith, powey
ard clery amnong the navons of the earth.

fht. ho[e 1ct betore them belongs equaliv to ue;
ancd we mav with humble cocfidence lay cluim to thie
fzme or fimilar bleflings that were enfured to them by
{secial promli 1t we only conient to the terms on
which the ey are ofrered.

We, my brethren, as citizens of the Unireld St:::*::,
have certainly been the fubjecs of adivine pr(‘-vmm 1al

Care, not lefs fi iendly and beneficent than that wihich
vas exte ded to thic antient prople of Irael; thovgeh
1t may nothave appeared inintiances ftnctly miracuiaus,

or 1n events, of a nawure aitegether {0 extracrdir ry.

2l

L Llu-’
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This will, T think, be readily confeffed Ly all ¢ who

are wife to oblerve thof- things” which have been done
for us, and who have a heart ¢ to underftand the
loving kindaefs of the Lord,” as it has been difplayed
in the great events that bave taken place among us.
From an attentuve review of thefe, we muft {urely be
led, withadoring grattudeand praife, to acknowledge—
that it was ¢ the good hand of our God” which con-
dul®d us through the viaffitudes and perils of a long
and grievous war, to the niumphsof a glorious peace ; -
that it was his guardian care which fecured to us the
final an 1 fuli pofleffion of that freedom and indepen-
dence, to whichthelaw of narure, and the circumftances
of our country, gave us the cleareit and jufteft claim g
that 1t was hus fav-r which exalred us to a {tation among
the {fuvereign power: of the woild, and crowned with
{o much glory our arduous exertions 11 a caufe upon
which many of the moft eflential and valuable rights
of human natute depended.  And when all the defira-
ble {ruits of vitory and peace, of independence and
empire were in danger of finally failing us, through
the dr ficiency of the m' rciples on which the ﬁates
were conne@ed in their ficd) federal compa£t, his wiidom
and ocodeels have appeared no lefs confpicusufly in

Ve !Llh’]”’ the eveivs, ana duelting the meafures
which led o the formneton and adopt!m} of that{yfltem
of united governiiens, under the ope-ation of which
Ve IOW lw-f 0 with better hopes to promile ourfelves
tl comnleie atramnment and lafling Ln]ﬂv'nent of all
the improraant obyp&es to which the American revoluticn

115 i1 & comaoncement was direted.

Do al thele nfrances the ivine and benevaolent A2~NCy

fu ! Coreal l\ Lllt I’ (}f thﬁ’ U!l:VCl’(C !"JS (_-..;timly' ar DE'CII ed

Wit ] ] OriE mff'c fwm-nfe and Tufire, and muft con-
00 vy 1o u)u «is that ine acenrplifbment of a revo-

e o fo eraoraingry and mnnoitant, 1s as (‘CI‘T’HHW

the work of the Lord, as ““1tis marveilous 1n our eyes,”

r
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Would we now wilh that the divine favo:s which
we have fo richly experienced may be {anétified into
real and permanent bleflings? Would we wifh thar our
paft labours and-{ufferings in the caufe of our countey
may not be in vain ? Would we with that the dangers
and the fears which have been fo mercifully averted
from us may return no more?! Would we with to {ee
the light of thofe plealing profpets which are now
ng afrelh upon our lund, “fhining brighter ard
brighter unto the perfect day:” Would we with 1o
behold our infant empire growing up by rapid advances
to that honorable diftinétion, to that fuperior glory and
happinefs, to which the promiie 1n rhe text direted the
ambition and the expeltations of Ifrael ? L.et it be our
earneft {tudy and endeavour, and O! that the concern
and care were univerfal, to render thole ackncwledge-
ments and fervices which we owe to the God of our
falvation, to cultivate thofe fentnnents and habits of
piety aid virtue to which his holy laws are inteanded to
form us; and all thefe important objects will be infal-
libly fecured, and thele flattering hopes fully reahized.
If wetruly believe the word ot God, 1f we underftand
any thing of the methods of his adminiftration, we
muft be perfuaded that it is only on the condition of
our approving ourfelves ‘¢ a willing and obedient
people,” that we can reafonably hope  to eat the zood
of the land,” and to rife high in profperity and honor
among the nations of the earth. May our perfuafion
of this be accompanied with a correfpondent practice !

In dilcourfing further on this fubje&, 1 fhall be
naturally led,

I. To pont cut fome inftances of that rel'gicus
and virtuous character and conduct which are efftnually
neceffary, and will be found moft conducive to the -
profperity and happinefs of a people.

II. To
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II. 'To {bew onwh "t grounds apeople, diftinauifhed
by fuch a charatter and conduct, may hope to become
eminently profperous ar:d happy.,

I am 1ft. To point out {fome inflances of thet reii-
gious and virtucus character and condu&, which are
effentiallyneceflury, and will be found moft conducive,
to the profperity and happinefs of a people.

The prefent tine wiil allow me to take notice only
of thefe following:— |

1ft. Tt becomes us devoutly to acknowledoe the
{fuperintending Providence of God 1n all our aftairs,
and efpecially in all the great events of a public nature
and general concern which take place among us.

““ To the Lord our God belong the greatnefs, and
the power, and the glory, and the vittory, and the
majeitv: for all that :s1n the heaven and the earth is
his; his is the gingdom, and he s exalted as head above
all.  Both riches and honor come of him, and he reigans
over all; and in his hand 13 power and might ; ana in
his hand 1t is to make great, and to give {trength unto
all. > «“FHe is the moit High, who rulesinthe kingdoms
of men, and gives them to whomioever he will :” and
according to h's fovereign and righteous decrees, ‘are
r.ations and kingdoms builded and planted ; or plucked
up, pu'led down and deftroyed.” It is therefore, ob-
viouily the duty and the intereft of a people * to fet
the Lord ever before them;” to reverence his high
authority as “the great governor among tie nations;”
to adore his fupreme aeency in the management of all
their affairs, and in the direftion of all the events that
befall them ; in the day of their adverfity, ro humble
themfelves with confeffion and penitence uv~der his
mighty, hand; in the day of their profperity, with
afteCtionate and joyful hearts to thank and praile his
glorious name; and in all times and circumitances,

<t to hearken diligently unto the voice of the Lord,
' and
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and to obferve and to do all his commandments.”
For ¢ the.n that thus honor him” with their grateful
regards “nd chearful obedience, * he will alfo honor”
with his {pecial protection and tavor. On this principle
and in this hope, we are certainly deeply concerned to
hear and obferve the words of that perfuafive exhort-
ation; in which Mofes addrefles the ancient people of
God, when from the confideration of his diftinguifhing
favors conferred upon them; he fays;, * And now,
Ifrael, what doth the Liord thy God require of thee
but to fear the Lord thy God, to walk 1n all his ways;
and to love him,; and to ferve the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy foul 2” This we furely
owe to him * who is our praife, wheis our God, and
who hath done for us all thoie great and terrible things
which our eyes have feen :” and this we equally owe o
ourfelves, as all the homage, which he requires of us,
1s manifeftly ¢ for our good.” |

But His demands unon us are far from being limited
to thefe expreffions of dire® homage to himfelf. For,
befides our cultivating thefe fentiments of piety, * and
walking thus humbly with our God,” 1t 1s further nea
ceflary, in order to recommend us to his favor, and to
promote the intereft and happinefs of the community
to which we belong; that towards our fellow men we
fhould ¢ do juftly and love mercy.” -

This leads me to obfervey;, o

2d. That in order to maintain that virtuous conduct,
by which the proiperity of a people is eminently pro-
moted, we muft be careful to exercife mutual juftice
and benevolence towards each other, 1n all the inftances
of our commerctal and focial intercourfe.

A facred regard to the principles and rules of equi-
table and honeft dealing, and a ready exchange of
offices of kindnefs and charity, are {o indifpenfasly
neceflary to the common welfare, that they may be

B confidered
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tonhdered as lying at the foundation of fociety, and
forming the ftrongeft bonds by which mankind are
anited 1n communities. In a due performance of thefe

{focial duties, therefore, confifts a very effential and |

important branch of that national charatter which we

fhould zealoufly ftudy to cultivate and {upport, in our

refpective {pheres, relations and engagements of life.

Now, in order to the general pradlice of rightenufnefs -
among a people, the foundation for it muft be firftlaid

|
|
1
1
|

in righteous laws. For, thcugh the effects of laws are -

not umverfally cortefpondent to the principles and
views with which they are framed, yet they have cer-

tainly a powertul influence, in forming the general

manners and moral habits of thofe for whofe govern~

ment they are provided ; and efpecially when they are

calculated to favor rather than to reftrain any fpec1es of
iniquity or vice to which the human heart is in itfelf

too ftrongly inclined., Legiflators then are deeply

concerned to beware, that 1n the laws which they frame,

the claims and obligations of ftriét juftice and equity,
be never {acrificed to any political confideration what-
ever. Becaufe fuch laws, however they may feem to'
promife fome prefent temporary advantages, are invari-
ably found by experience, from their baneful influence

upon the morals of the people, to be the fources, the.

fruit{ui fources of general and lafting mifchief. The

ereat obje@s of all wife and good laws, will be to
protet every unoffending member of fociety in the
pofleflion of every eflential right and intereft, to!
en-ourage the praétice of whatfoever things are ¢ true
and juft, pure, honeft and pralfe-worthy, and to call
forth into action every principle in the human mind
that 1s fitted to adorn focial hife, and promote the public

good.

alc

When equitable laws, thofe neceffary and powerfulff
guards of the political and moral interefts of mankind,
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are oréained, it then becomes the peculiar duty and
concern of thofe who prefice over them, to fee that
they be faithfully obferved, and to execute them, in
diflributing rewards and punifhments, asthey are found
to be refpectively due, with an impartial hand. For
then alone do they an{wer the important ends of their
appointment, which are  for the punifhment of evil-
doers, and for the praile of them that do well.”

On thefe topics, many uicful hints of exhortation
might be fuggefted to thofe who are honored with the
weighty truft of legiflation, and with the executive
powers of the flate. On thefe, however, I fhall not
at prefent further enlarge, as i here addrefs but few in
taole public ftations, compared with the numbers. in
the private ranks and relations of life who now hear me,

To all fuch T may wich unquellionabie propriety,
and with the greateft freedom, renew the admonitions
{o often given by the apoftles, and diftated by the
general {pirit of the pure, gentle, and peaceable reli-
zion of the gofpel, to be {ubject to the righteous rule
of thelaws, and to the powers by whom they are faith-
fully adminiftered ; and not only ¢ for wrath,” or
through fear of pumithment, ¢ but for con‘cience fake,”
and with a truly chriftian temper, to fulfil as far as
pofiible the obligations of every duty of juftice due to
rmankind. As fellow chriftians, and frilow citizens in
particular, ¢ you are members one of another: where-
fore putting away lying, {peak every man truth with
kis neighbour.” And in the correfpondence of your
actions with your words, let it appear that you are
governed by the laws of ¢ruth'and fincerity, approving
yourfelves true to your promifes, and faithful to your
engagements 1n ail pra&icable cafes ; and holding the
varjous arts of fallheod and unrighteoufnefs in the
utmoft abhorrence : let ¢ that only be followed” in
every inflance  which i3 altogether juft and right™

T.-

-~
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In a2 word, let that moft excellent rule, which the
wifeft of lawgivers, and the beft friend of mankind,
even our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, has prefcribed
for the government of focial life, be written on all
your hearts, and guide all your conduét towards your
fellow men: ¢ All things whatf ever ye would that
men fhould do to you, do ye even fo to them, for this
is the law and the prophets.” How much fairer would
have been the charalter of our country, and how much
greater its felicity at this day, if thefe cthings had been
heretofore duly regarded by all in public and in private
life!

- Yet fhould we not think it fufficient merely to
prattife ftriét juftice in our c:mmercial or civil tranf-
aCtions with eachother. Thatadmirablelaw of focial life
to which your attention has been already turned, would
further lead us to cherifh in our hearts the principles of
an enlarged benevolence and charity, and to exprefs
them on all proper occafions, in ats of generous
beneficence to all around us. It would difpofe us to
allow, in its fulleft extent, the {ame liberty of opinion
and practice, efpec.ally in matters of religion, to all
others which we claim for ourfelves, and to confider
every attempt made oy individuals or public bodies to
abridge this liberty, or fubjet it to any political incon-
veniences, when it 1s exercifed confillently with the
peace and fafety of fociety, as a violarion of one of the
moft important and facred righ:s of human nature.
And it would prompt us, according to our ahtlities
and opportunities to do good ro all men, and efpecially
to defend the rights of theinjured, to relieve the wants
of the neceffitous, and to fhare and footh the forrows
of thofe who are mourning under any of the various
afliCtions and diftrefles of life, whatever may be the
pation, fe€t or party to which thes belong. This
temper of tender fympathy and humanity, of exazltcd

an
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and diffufive charity, as it i1s founded in the law of
nature, fo it is eminently recommended by the gencral
{pirit and precepts of the gofi:el; and particularly with
the moft perfuafive elegince and force by 1he blefled
author of our religior, 1n th= beautiful parable of the
good Samaritan. But when we are ror only ¢ nrected
as brethren in the great family of wmankind, bur more
intimately united in any partcular religious focery or
civil community, the obhgations of the great law of
love are then no doubt proportionably increafed ; and
where the duries, which 1t prefcribes, are gererclly
practifed among a people, they give a pecuniar luflie
to thejr charafer, and will be fou:d to contribue
eminently to tlie increafe of their ftrength, and the
advancement of the'r murual interefts and hap; inefs,

I fhall only add under this head,

2d. That induftry in the preper occupaticns, and
moderation in the various ¢r):yrrents of life, form
another branch of that virtu. us charaéter ana conduct
whi h are neceflary £ the common welfare, and excel-
Jently adanted to ra:fe 2 jeople to a happy and honor-
able diftiné&t:~n among the nations of :heear:h.

Thefc are unquetticnably amon« the leading virtues
which will ever d:ftinguith a people that are r:fing to
wealh and greatnefs. And from the prevalence of
contrary habirs, fr: m adifielifh of bufinefs, iractivity
in profitab'e and laudable putfuits, and a free indul-
gence in the vanities and pleafures of a diffipated life,
arife the greateft dangers wairh a nation, elpecially in
its infanc ftate, has to fear. The pernicious effe@s of
thefe habits upon ind:viduals, are immeciatelv tel: by
thofe who indulge them, and abundantly obvious to
every oblerving eye, 1 he voice cf the roval preacher
1s the voice ct general obfcrvation and experierce:
“ He that joveth pleafure {hail be a poor man ;” peor
at leaft 1n the improvements of the mind, and moft

comn:only
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commpnnly in the pofieflions of the world. How can
it be otherwile, when the feafons of ftudy and bufinefs
ate wafled in inglorious eafe, and character and pro-
perty facrificed to the enjoyments of a fenfual life?
Confidered as members of {ociety, men of thisdefcrip-
tion will generally be found to live not lefs unprofitably
to others, than reproachfully and injurioufly to them-
felves. Totheir families, their connexions and friends,
what good example or inftruction, what honor or
camfort are they likely to give, in whofe breafts almoft
every worthy difpofition, every refined fentiment, every
elegant feeling 1s extinguifhed by the love of fordid
pleafure? From fuch, what can the church expelt ?
" The intere@ts of Chriftianity can be dear only to thofe
who cordially believe its dotrines, and feel thofe regards
for its divine author, which will infpire them with
refolution to purfue that ¢ glory and virtue, that honor
and immortality,” to which he calls his followers, in
the fame courfe of {elf denial, ative {ervice, and patient
{uffering, in which ¢ he has left them an example that
they fhould fillow his fteps.” But as to the men of
pleafu’r’é/, refolved to live entirely to themielves and
only for this world, haviag no plealing proipects, and
therefore unwilling to indulge any ferious thoughts for
the world which is to come, in what other lhight can
they view the golpel and all its moft facrea inftitutions,
laws, privileges and hopes, than as objects of indifler-
ence, if not of conterapt and ridicule? To their country,
what aid can they afford? In circumftances of difficulty,
trial or danger, let it not look to them for wife couniels,
vicorous refolutions, or ative exertions; they are
deftitute of wifdom; they are enervated by foft indul-
gence; they are dead to all the nobie and generous
jentiments and feelings of patriotifm and a public {pirit,
Should they be entrufted with the powers and the cares

of magiftracy, what bleflings can be expected to refule
to
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to the commurity from their adminiftration? Can
virtue have caufe to rejoice and hope to flourifh,
or will iniquity be comnpelled € to ftop her mouth”
and hide her head afhamed; will not rather the worthy
and the good alone be deprefled and mcurn, and the
wicked be enceuraged to walk bolcly on every fide,
when the vileft men are thus exalted 2 And when
¢« wickednefs afcends t. the place of judgment, and
iniquity takes pofleflion of the place of righ:eoufnefs,”
and the examples exhibited 1n the {eats of power and
authority, give the higheft fanétion to vices which the
{fword of authority thould be employed to fupprefs and
extirpate; what calamitous confequences may not be
expected to follow? ¢ If the head be fick, will not the
whole heart alfo be faint?” If the rulers be corrupt
and profligate, will not diforder and licertioufnefs foon
begin to diffufe themfelves through the body cf the
people? And if the corruption of manners fhould once
become general, can liberty, peace or happinefs long
exift when the great principles of public and private
virtue are wanting to defend, f{upport and enjcy them?
Can a people in fuch a fituation continue to protper 2
Muft not even their national exiftence reft on the molt
precaricus grounds? From the nature of things, orthe
general correfpondence of effeéts to caules, and from
the adminiftration of a righteous Providence, which
ftands engaged ¢ to punifh the nations for their ways,
and to reward them according to their doings,” fuch a
people have certainly every thing to apprehend.  But
we are perfuaded better things’” of our country,
<““though we thus fpeak.” It cannot, however; be
‘imp.roper to fuggeft thefe things by way of caution,
-that we may be excited to confider how deeply we are
~concerned as Chriftians and as friends to our ccuntry,
to maintain againft thefeevils a ftri€t and conftant guard.
And as we value our private interelts, as we regard the
public
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publ'c gnod, let us accordingly learn to confider 4t
idle and a d.flipated life as a reproach to him who leads
ir, and as a nuilance to the community with which he
is conneéed, and to deny to ourfelves, and to diicour-
age in all over whom we have authority or influence,
every fpecies of expenfive, uicle's fhew, or luxurious
indulgence, which is inconfiftent with that fimplicity
of manners, pu-ity of morals, and economy in affairs,
by which we muft grow up to national g eatnefs and
glory, if ever we reach thefe enviable objects.

I proceed,

11. To fhaw on what grounds a people, diftinguifhed
by fuch a chara&er and conduét, may hupe to become
eminently profperous and happy.

1. Thereis in the very nature of fuch a charalter
and condu® as I have been artemn; ting to recommend,
a pecul ar fi.n:fs and tendency to promote the profpericy
and happinefs of a pe-p'e. For as fin, or the prevalence
of vice 1s in itfeif “a reproach to any people,” and in
its onfequences, tf perfilted in, will finally be the
means of their ruin; {o, on the other hand, the general
pral.ce of righ eoufnefs, of that righe, ufnefs which
includes the genuine fruits of piety, and the various
virtues of private and focial life, will naturally exale a
nation to diftingutfhed honcr and extenfive power and
influence. Afer what has been already fuggefted
under the former heai, little need be added here 1n
luft ation of this fentiment.  There is pothing, I
think, can a>spear more clearly to every perfon of
attention and refe&.on, than that the ftricteft honeity
is in everv point of view, to nations as well as to indi-
viduals, the wifeft and bzft policy ; and that the virtue
of a nation, as well as of an individval, will ever be
found the richeft and moft permanent fource of happi-
nefs, or rather the only fource from which true and

lafting happinefs can flow. This is without conwroverfy,
the
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the only foundation on which the ftrength and elory
of a people can be built {o as to ftand long unfhaken,
So that if we would cherifh the juftifiable and laudable
ambition “to rife high above all the nations of the
earth, in praife, and in name, and 1n honor,” we
cannot devife a more cersain and effctual method for
the attainment of this defirable pre-eminence, than by
becoming ¢ an holy people to the L rd ou God.”

If we were {uch a people; if  holinefs to the L.ord”
were infcribed on all ocur public meafures and private
tranfactions ; if all to whom the offices and honors of
government, in every department, are committed, were
not only ¢ able men,” eminent for their fu;.eri r
talents, but ¢ fuch as fear God, men of truth, hatinz
covetoufnefs,” and afuated in all their public conduct
by the principles of a pure aad difinterefted patriotifin;
and if all the people of every rank in fociety, and of
every denomination in religion, were united in the
{pirit of a chriftian zeal towards God, and charity
towards each orher, and knew no other emulation than
that of excelling each other in the practice of piety,

righteoufnels and benevolence, in the habits of induftry
and economy, and in the love of peace and order;
if we were thus glorioufly diftingu’fhed by our virtues,
how bright'y would our charalter fhine among the
nations, and how happy fhould we be among ourfelves 2
¢« With fuch a righreous people it would ot fail to be
well” indeed, not only as ¢ they would eat the fruit of
the land,” but as ¢ the Loord would be their God,”
‘“ and upon all their glory create a defence,” and thower
down the richeft bleflings of fis favor upon them.

And-therefore I obferve,

2, That divine providence ever ftands engaged to
make a holy and virtuous people happy. Ot this w=
have the fulleft affurance ¢iven us in .thofe fac:ed
oracles of truth ¢ which are given by infpiration of

C God, °
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God, and are prefizable for doétrine, fot reproof, for
corrcct:on, for inftruction in righteoufbe!s, thar the
pecple of God may be pe feft, thoroughlv furnithed
unto all grod wiiks.” Innumerable are the declara-
tions and promiles of the fame nature with that in our
text, delvered at different times, and by wvarious
in{pired meflengers to the Jzwifh na.iun. And to all
oher natio:s the voice of God {peaks bv one of his
holy prophets to the fame purpofe : ¢ At what inftant I
fhall fjeak concerning a nation, and concerning a
kingdom, to pluck wvwp, and to pull down, and to
deftroy it ; if that nation, aganit whore I have pro-
nounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the
evil that I thought to do unto them. And at what
inftant I fhall fpeak concerning a nation and concerning
-a kingdom, to build and to plant it: if it do evil in

\/ my fight, that it obey not my voice, then I will repent
of the good, wherewith I faid 1 would benefic them.”

As we have therefore, on the one hand. no caufe to
prefume that our degenerate manners, when chey  be-
come generally prevalent, will eicape merited punifh-
inent ; {0 we have on the other hand, every reafon to
hope that our national virt es will méet with a moft
liberal reward in the d vine proteét:on and favor. Of
this we cannot dcubr, while we believe that tl'e fame
righteotis G 'd ftiil continues to rule and judge in the
“earth, and that he will, according to the declarations
of his word, ¢ pun:th the world for thewr evil, and the
wicked for their iniquity,” bur ¢ that he will defend
‘and blefs the rightecus,” “and fer an obedient and
holy people on high, above all the nations of the earth.™
W hat has now bee faid on this fubjeét will, I hope,
prove in fome meafure fubfeivient to the defign' with
which it was cholen ; thatis, toawaken ard (trengthen
i us a refrlution to conduét ourfelves by thofe ru.es of
piety and virtue, which have been fhewn to have fo

powerful
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powerful a tendency to fecure and acvance, together
with our own intereft and happiefs, the profperify and
glory of our country,

The caufe, my brethr:n, which produced the me-
morable revolution that has takea piace .n our countrv,
and in our dav, involved in it a variety of rights and
interefts, which can never be held 100 dear by houfe
who wifb ““to ftand faft in that liberty wherewi h tie
God of nature, and the author f our ieligion has
made us free.” After along and arduous ftruggale, it
was, througn the blefling of heaven, fAnally crowned
with a fuccefs, which pcrha 5 cxceeded the me il fan-
guine hopes of its warmeft advocates, in the fi ft ftage
of the conteft. When the dark and detolating tempdl'
of war ceafed to rage, by his command ““ who makerh
the florm a calm, and {hilleth the tumult of the
people,” we were, under his fm'les, ‘made to rejoice in
the return of a glorious peace, as “in the light of the
morning, when the fun rifeth, even a morning without
clouds.” Bu: we glorified not our divine deliverer and
benefactor, neither were we thanktul and obedieat in
any degree proportiored to the obligaiiops which his
fional mercies had laid uoon us.  His pre vidence then
ftowned upon our lan!;, a..d foon the clouds arofe to
obfcure the bright profpets which were ovece:! to cur
view: and they continued gatliering into a thicker and
deeper gloom threatenlag eie loncr to pour down ypon.
us all the dire calamities attendant on difunion ¢nd
anarchy, anda general difrez»rd of th= principles and
laws of public faih and privare morality,. We were
not, however, left to fuffer in kst f'lﬂy"qx*ﬂnr the
merited confequerces of our ung aiefu “abufe of his
mercies, and criminal reglect of our own interefts F
but through the tender mercy of our Ged, ftill diipo-
fed “ to rejoice over us to de us geed,” the light of a

brighter day has again broken forth upon us, aind beg ne
e
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to diffufe its cheering beams over our land. By the
evils-which were felt, and the diftreffes which were faft
accumulating upon us under our former defective fyftem
of federal government, the wildom of America was
awakened; her courncils affembled, and a new confli-
tution for the united ftates was framed, on principles,
better adapted,we truft, * to form amore perfe& union,
eftablifh juftice, enfure domeftic tranquility, provide for
the common defence, promote the general welfare, and
fecure the bleflings of hberty te ou.feives and our
pofterity.”  Tlnis fyftem of unired government, we
have now the happine(s of beholding completely organ-
1zed, and commencing its operati..ns under aufpices
apparently favorable ro its fuccefs, And with the
plealing hopes of its tuccefs, which we willingly allow
ourfelves to cherifh, our fervent prayers fhould con-
tinue to be offe-ed up tor thole to whom the admini-
ftration of it is committed, that their meafures may be -
-fo direted and profpered by the divine wildom and
bleffing, as to prove effc&ual to revive and ftrengthen
the languithing princiy les of public and private vir ue;
to promote, togerter with he love of hberty, arefpect
for guod g vernment, and cbcdience to its authority
and laws ; to encourage, with the habuis of fiugality
and induft'y, a fpirit of enteryr'ze and improvement
in every laudable purfuit of genius and labeur; and
to rezcommend, together with a pious regard to the
wnititutions of the gofpel, the cultivation of pure morals
among every rank and clifs of the people. By meafu.es
like thefe, wifelv adopted and fteadily puifued, every
reproach which our enemies might with to fee fixed
upoon our national charaéter, would be foon wiped
away, we fhouid be united, and flc.urith 1n peacé and
profperity amcng ourfeives, and enjoy the pleafing
elevated fatisfaCtion of fecing ou' country become the

terroi of all its envious foes, ¢ and command the re-
’ fpect
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{pe& of the world.” And in thefe circumftances we
might further hope for what :s infinitely more import-
ant and dcfirable than any temporal goud, to fee glor.-
jous days of Zion’s profperity in our land. We juftly
confider it as one ot the happieft and moft 1mportant
circumftances of the American revolution, that it has
been the means of eltablithing, not only our civil
liberties, bur the freedo n of religion in particular, in
the fulleft extent, and on tke broadeft bafis. It 1s at
th's day the peculiar glory of America, and efpecially
under the prefent conltiturion of the united ftates, that
in muatters of religion, he fanltions of government
are no lo ger givea to impofisions of human authority,
too generally <a'culated only to corrupt the purity of
the gofpel Heie we no longer fee {piritual power
armed with the fecutar {werd, by which fo much vio-
lence ard currage have becn committed upon the facred
rights of ¢. nfcience and humanity, in almoft all other
countries. And here, we truft, that in no future times
fhall we have caufe to apprehend "hofe dangers to good
morals, as well as to reiigious hibecty, which ufually
refult fr m a political alitance of the church with the
ftace. Jn thete refpets ¢ the Lerd hath doubtlefs
done preat thirgs fo: us, whereot we are glad;” and
for which we can never be fufficiently thankful. And
in this {1 varw n, we may, I think, rationally indulge
the perfualion chat ows is the hallowed ground which
“ Lure and u:d filed religion” has chofen for her favorite
relidence, and encourage the pleafing hope, that here
tt e church of Chrift, reflored to her native {implicity
and beauty, will, according to the fublime delcription
of Solomur, *¢Lock forth as the morning, fair as the
moon, and :errible as an army with banners.”

For benefi s fo important, for profpeéts {o animating
as thele, it becomes us furely, with grateful and
adoring heaits to acknowledge the Lord our Eod,

€< who



( 22 )

¢« who has accomplithed all our works in us,” ¢ and
fron whom alore our hlp can come” in all furure
times, even the Lord, ¢ who matle heaven and earth,”
and 1a whom alone 1t becomes all the nations of the
world ¢ to blefs therniclves and to glory.,””  But while
our praife waiteth upon him, and our vows are paid to
him, for the bleflings and the hopes, inwhich, as citizens
of America, we now rejoice, et us not ﬁlppofe that
nothing more is now wanting to complete and fecure
our national profperity and happinefs.  Soon may thefe
bieflings utterly fail us, and all the pieafling hopes which
we are now forming {cr our connt y, terininate in the
molt difgraceful and ca'amitous difapnointment, 1f we
are found generally deficient 1o thofe principles and
habiis of 1eligion and virtue, which have been fhewn
to have {o gréat an 1+ flience upon the eltablithment
and advancemert of our n tion 1 character and interefts.
This is a conlideration that {tould deeply nnprefs, and
perpetuaily dwell upon ovr minds; and it fhould excite
us by the luve and frien'fh p which we owe to our coun-
try, to chertth wnd {treng:h=n every plous and virtuous
difpofition and habitin curfeives, and to encourage and
promuote the lam#, accnd nz to our abilities and oppor-
tunities, amasnz all a~ou dus. “O that there were
{fuch an heart,” as wou.d ie.d t» fuch a condudt, 1n all
the :nhabitants of th s highly favored iand ; ¢ that 1t
might be well with hem a«d with thetr children afrer
them:” then would ou counrry. dittinowifhe=d as 1t 1s
by 1ts many eminrt no urai and volitical ad vastages,
be noiefs diftingu fhd b rhe vurrdian care of heaven,
and tirough the favor oi a beo- ficen: providence, rife
high mflr'cd and man an'a glorous fuperioriry over
all other nations on e th. 1 you love your country,
will 1t not be vour ardent w-Th, veur tervent prayer, that
it may be thue eminenily beeffed and highly exalved ?
To this then let your a.ms Le uaflormly dlre&ed and
t0
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to this let your endeavovrs n your refneltive flations
and cireumitances, be zealouil, and {teadily employed.
And were thele fentiments, varh a correfpondent prac-
tice, univerfaly prevaleat umong, us, then would it be
our peculiar honor and hap;:inets, that by ail who fhould
hear of our charater, 1t would be faid of us, “ Surely
this great nation is 2 wile and underiianling people :

for what nation is there {o grear, who hath God fo nigh

untn them, as the Lord our God in all things for
which we call upon him?”

But, my brethren, asit become: thes charaller of a
gofpel minifter, never to lofe Gght of the eternal interelts
of thofe to whbom be Ipeaks, on whatever fuljz&t he
addreflcs them, I (hall now take lewve, in the conclufion
of this difcuurfe, to turn your atrention to infinitely highes
objelts, and to recommend to you thie purfuit of thewm, by
incomparably more powertul moiives than any in which
you can be intercfted, or by which you can be jntiuenced
merc¢ly as members of the civil community with which yeu
are connefled. By ynur Chuintan profefliva *f you declare
that you {eek another, a better, even an heavenly country.”
By the revelations of the gol;el, your views are opened
and your hopes direfted ¢ to Mount Zion, and unto the
city of theliving God, the heavenly je ulalem, and to an
innumerable company of angels; to the general atlembly
and church of the firft born, which are written in heaven;
and to God the judge of ali, ana to the fpirits 0. juft men
made perfe€t, and to Jefus the mediator ot the ntw covens
ant” There awells the *¢ King immortal, the high and
lofty one who inhabiteth eternity, whofe name is holy, and
whofe glory is above the earth and heaven.” Thercthe eter-
¢ nal 1on of the higheft,” who once humbled himfeif to af-
{ume our nature,and to die on the crois for the falvation of
fallen man, is now, * forthe fuffericg ot death, crowned
with glory and honor,and exalted to be head over all things
to the church of God, which he purchafed with his own
blood.” There the throne of God and the lamb is fure
rounded by ¢¢ thofe minitters of his, whom he hath made
a flaming fire, even his angels that excel in ftrenoth, that
do his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of hisg

wvoid,”
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word.” And there all  who are redcemed from amon
men, are made kings and priefts unto God,” raifed to the
pofleflion of a ‘“kingdom of righteouineis, peace and
joy,” infinitely furpaffing *¢ allthe kingdoms ot this world,
and all the glory of them;” and advan.ed to honors and
joys ¢ which eye hath not feen, nor ear heard, and which
cannot now enter into the heart of man,” antth !l there
continue in the fecure e:joyment of ¢ that inheritance
which is incorruptible and uncehied, and which fa e:h not
away, when thele heavens thall be diff ;lved, and this eirth,
with all the works that are thereir, fhall ~e burnt up, and
no place found for them,” nor any veltiges of them re-
maining. Whofe heart is not kindled by th p-olp € of that
celeftial ftate, of that blefi:d and eternal world? Who can
hear the ¢ glorious things that are fpoken of thee, O city
and kingdom of God,” and pot feel the mo't fervent defiies
awakened to become an inhabitant there ? Is not this the
firt and favorite ohjeét of your aims and withes, the one
thing above all others to which your fouls moft ardently
afpire ! Let then “¢ your converfation be .even now in
heaven, your affetions fet not on things on earth, buton
things above,” and all your conduét cor: ¢fon tent to your
hopes of that eievated and ever'aiting happineis. Beliceve
in the fon of God, who hath purchaied that inheritance
for you, ¢ not with fuch corruotible things as filver and
gold, but with his own moft pretious bloo,” and follow
him as the captain of your falvation, in that high way of
holinefs in which he conduéls the fons an' daughters of
God to that glory. Through your faith in him refoive * to
overcome the world, and all that is in the world, the luft
of the ficth, the luft of the eye, and the pride of life:”
¢« And to your faith in him, labour with all diligence to

- add virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godlinefs,
brotherly kindnefs and charity.” For if you do thefe

things ye fhall never fall; for fo an entrance fhall be mini-
ftered uato you abundantly, into_the everlaiting kingdom
of our lord and faviour Jefus Chrift.”

¢ And now unco him that is able to keep you from fal-
ling, and to prefent you faultleis before the prefence of
his glory, with exceeding joy, to the only wile Goa our
faviour, be glory and majefty; dominion aud power, both™
now and ever. Amen.” '
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