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" SERMON

ON TIHE

DEATH OF

ywwfm/ ?gogzg %4247@}2}5073, &0.':

e

II,Curonicres. Chap. xxxv. Ve'rﬁ’ 24.
“ And all Fudah and Fferi faZem mourned for

Fofiah.”

- MMH—#

J:[T is a very folemn and afteting fcene, which 1s
prelented to our view, in this portlon of facred
hiftory. Though a long {eries of ages has pafled
away fince it took place, it cannot, yet, be atten-
tively reviewed,. without exciting in the thought-
ful mind, and feeling heart, many f{erious retlec-
tions and tender emotions. With every other part
of {cripture, it was doubtlels recorded ¢ for our
learning,” for our inftruction and improvement.
It fhews, particularly, in a firiking point of
light, how Important to a cominunity, are the
life and fervices of a great and good prince; or
of a perfon holding a primary place in the govern-
ment of his countly——and 1n that elevated {tation,
diftinguifhed by his fuperior talents, integrity, and
public {pirit : and how heavy, and afllittive, is the
lofs {ultained by a nation, when fuch a ruler and
benefattor is ¢ taken {rom its head,” by the awtul

firoke of death. .h H
Az To
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To thefe interefting reflc@Gions, we are unavoid-
ably led by the confideration of the paflage before
us—while we here behold the whole Jewifh nation,
with one confent, and as by one inftantaneous im-
pulfe, afluming the afpe&, and exhibiting the to-
kens of the deepett afilition and mourning, on ac-
count of the death of their late king Jofiah; who
was one of the worthieft and beft, that ever reign-
ed over them; and whofe life, from his earlieft
years, had been employed, under the influence of
the pureit and nobleit principles, 1n promoting the
temporal and religious interefts of his people.

This good king was yet in the midft of his days,
or in the vigor of his age, when it was his lot to
receive a fatal wound, 1n a battle, to which he was
probably led, by the terms of his alliance with the
king of Ifrael, who was then tributary to the king
of Babylon; and therefore bound to engage on the
{ide of that monarch, in the war which was com-
menced agamnit him by the king of Egypt. Of
this wound Johah died, immediately after his re-
turn to Jerufalem : and thus the flattering, and ap-
parently well tounded hopes of his people, for a
much longer continuance of his reign, and of the
multiplied blellings which they derived from it,
were {uddenly terminated in the molft gloomy and
painful difappointment.

An event, {o calamitous, might well be expetted
to diffufe the moft affli€ling fenfations through the
body of the nation; for whofe welfare he had
fhewn {o early, {0 zealous, and fo conftant a con-
cern.  Accordingly, the facred hiftorian here in-
torms us—that ¢ All Judahand Jerufalem mourn-
cd for Jofiah :” The inhabitants of every part of
the country, concurring with thofe of the capital

city,
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city, the place of the royal re{idence, in every be-
coming affetting demonftration of {orrow, under
this heavy national calamity.

It 1s added, that Jeremiah the prophet, particu-
larly lamented for Jofiah. This venerable pro-
phet, as it became a fervant of God, under that
peculiar facred charatter which he fuﬁamedg was
penetrated with the deepelt grief for the lols of a
prince, whole pious cares, and indefatigable exer-
tions, were efpecially dire@ed to the advancement
of the caufe of religion and virtue: a caufe with
which the peace and profperity, and all the great in-
terefts of every community, as well as of every indi-
vidual, arc eflentially and infeparably connetted.
And 1t 1s allo mentioned, as another memorable
circumfitance of this national mourning for Jofiah,
that 1t was long perpetuated, by the inftitution of
certain folemn lervices, including, particularly,
fome elegiac compofitions {et to plamuve mulfic,
in commemoration of an event, fo mournful in 1ts
nature, and {o afllitting in its conlequences.

In the hiftory of mankind we fhall often finda re-
markable fimilarity of events and circumitances, oc-
curing in themoftdiftant countries & periods of time.

With this memorable mourning of the Jewifh

nation, for the lofs of their eminently worthy and
amiable Joliah;—how firiking 1s the refemblance,
that appears in the univerfal, unfeigned mourning,
now exhibited by the American pe(>p]e, for the lofs
ot their great, and excellent, and beloved WASH-
INGTON; whofe life was one of the moft va-
luable blcfﬁnos of a beneficent Providence to his
country, and whofe death is juftly lamented, as a
great national affliGion.

When the man, whom God 1n his good Provi-

dence,
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dence, was plcafed to honor, as the moft diftin-
guifhed mftrument in his hand, for lccuring to the
pcople of America, the liberty civil and 1(:11 JI0US—
the independence—the peace, and the plofpulty,
in the enjoyment of which, they are at this day,”
apparently, themolt favored, and happy nationin the
world. When he, who, obcdient to the voice of
his country, repeatedly, and with magnanimous
{elf-denial, exchanged his beloved domeftic pur-
fuits and cnjoyments, tor the moft arduous fta-
tions of public truft and fervice: And in thofe
ftations vittorioully led our armies through the vi-
ciflitudes of a moft dithicult and perilous revolu-
tionary war; aud ably, and f{uccefstully prefided
in the executive department of our national go-
vernment,-dturing many ot the moft eventful years
of an unexampled, and awfully portentous crifis
in Europe, in which our political and commercial
interefts were deeply involved.  'When he, who in
the favorite {ccnes of private life, in which he de-
lichted to pals his tranquil days, whenever the
idf(,ty and glory of his country permitted, difplay-
cd the beauty and lovelinefs of thole finer feelings,
and accomplifhments, which dignify and adorn
the gentleman, the philofopher, the friend, and
the domeftic charatter. When he, 1n a word, who
firlt vindicated our rights, "as men and chriftians,
with his fword; and then fhielded them from the
envious, hoftile defigns of powertul foreign nations,
and the turbulence of reltlefs inteftine faEhons, by
the wifdom of his coun fcls the equity, modera-
tion, and firmnefs of his meafures; and who uni-
formly fhone pre-eminent in great talents, in difin-
terefted patriotifm, and in the lultre of his public
and private virtues and ufefulnefs :

When

ey
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When fuch a man is removed by the fupreme,
righteous Difpofcr of all things, from every fla-
tion of honorable traft, and important fervice
among his fellow mortals-—-——and from all the {cenes
of mmtallty,—-—-hudy, it well becomes the nation,
of which he was one of the brighteft ornaments,
and greateft benclattors, to mourn L with the feelings
of undlﬂcmbkd deep, and Jafting forrow!

In {fuch a {orrow all the citizens of the United-
States, who really love their country—with many in
other nations, who poflefs the {eniibilities of a tecl-
ing heart, and the genuine {pirit of philanthropy,
will bear a tender ivmpdth(.m, part; and fincerely
mourn the father of his country, the patron of
liberty, the friend of humanity—fallen under that
firoke of death, to which the greateft, and molt
illuftrious, equally with the fecbleft, and moft ob-
{cure of the human race, muft finally bow.—

Of the general mourning, which the death of a
man, {o cminently and honorably diftinguifhed in
lite, might well be expetted to produce—the moft
uncquivocal tokens are exibited, wherever the mel-
ancholy tidings of it have been Ipread abroad. The
cuftomary badges of grief, which indicate a near
and valued friend departed ; together with the vari-
ous, more public and {olemn expreflions of a nati-
on’s forrows, proclaim, in the moft aftetting, and
umpretfive language, that our illuftrious and belo-
ved WASHINGTON i1s numbered with the
dead; and that his country {enfibly feels, and fin-
ccrc]y mourns, the deeply mterei’ung, and afflicting
event!

That the {orrows, which we fhare in common
with ourfellow-citizens, throughout the union, and
with the friends of liberty and humanity generally,

under
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under this bereaving difpenfation of Divine Provi-
dence, may be brous ght under the guidance of {ober
reflettion and true wifdom, and direéted to {fome
uleful ends.—

I fhall endeavour, inthe procefsof this difcourfe,
to {hew,

I. Why the death of great and worthy men, who
have been eminently ufeful in their day, and efpe.
cially in exalted ftations of public truft and {ervice,
ought to be lamented ; and,

II. What proﬁtable improvement may be made
of the event, which is the occafion of the prefent
general mourning of our country.—

I. Why the death of great and worthy men, who
have been eminently ufeful in their day, and efpe-
cially in exalted {tations of public truft and ufeful-

nefs, ought to be lamented.---
Now the death of {uch men may well be lamen-

ted.

1. Onaccount of the many and great evils which
they are inftrumental in averting from a people.---

In the prefent fallen ftate of human nature, the
paflions of men, their pride, their ambition---their
avarice, their love of criminal pleafure ; in a word,
their {elfifhnefs, ftrongly impel them to deeds of
injuftice, oppreflion,---and violence.---By thelfe
vicious difpofitions, individuals are often ftimula-
ted to bitter and deadly contentions;=—and com-
munities, and nations, are plunged into all the out-
rages and calamittes of public, and long protract-
cd wars. If left to tollow the impulfe of thefe cor-
rupt propenfities of their fallen nature, without
reltraint or oppofition, a few of the ftrongeft and
moft unprincipled, bringing others, by force or ar-

tiice, into a fubferviency to their viewsy; would
not
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not hefitate, with the aid of fuch mfiruments of
their will, to invade the rights, to feize the poi-
{eflions, to facrifice the lives of therr fellow-men,
1n any extent which they might think expedient, or
hnd pratticable, to the accomplifhment of thetr
own bafc and crimmal purpoles.

But as the great Ruler ot the univerfe, has de-
figned and formed mankind for the focial ftate; and
has made their common mutual {afety and welfare
depend, in a great meafure, upon that union and
order which conftitute the ftrength and beauty of
{ocicty ;—Io he conftantly excrcifes a fecret con-
trol over all human inclinations, projetts, and en-
terprizes:—And having the hearts of all men 1n
his hands, he holds all their tumultuous imagina-
tions, raging appetites, and furious paflions, con-
tinually {ubjett to that irrefiftible authority and
powcr, by which, when he plu.aﬁ,s, he cominands
the tormy winds into a calm; and {ays to the {wel-
ling boifterous fea, ¢ Hlthuto thalt thou come, but
no fdrther and here fhall thy proud .waves be
ftayed.” In his government of mankind, how-
cver, and for the accompli{hment of “his wife de-
figns, relating to them, he generally ufes fome vi-
fible means and [ybordinate agency, which have a
natural htnefs to bring about the worthy ends that
he has propofed. In this view, he emplovs emi-
nently the inftitutions of rclizion, and the minif-
ters of his word, among the people, to whom he
has been plealed to grant the diftinguifhing privi-
leges and benefits of Divine Revelation. And inthe
nations generally, he raifes up fromtime to time, par-
ticular erIons, enducd with fome peculiar talents
and dipofitions; by which they arc qualified: to
rule over their fellow men,—and prompted to em-

B ploy
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ploy their power and 1ntluence, in providing for
the common wellare of the great body of tlie peo-
ple; 1nreftraining and quieting the turbulent mem-
bers of the community; and 1 diiconcerting the
[chemes, and repelling the aflaults of their various
encmies.

Thus—while the Supreme Governor of Nations,
{ometimes elevates men of ftrong natural abilities,
connetted with the moft vile, and protligate moral
principles, to great power,—and then ufes them as
the {word in his hand, for chaitiling any wicked
and rebellious people, whom he determines to pu-
nifh ;—he alfo, at his pleafure, calls torth, and ad-
vances to exalted {tations of authority and truft,
men of fuperior talents and worthy character; and
by their inltrumentality fhields or delivers a people,
whom he chufes to favour, from thoie violences or
orievances, with which they may be menaced or
opprefled.—By their friendly and {ucce{stul agen-
cy, the nation, or community, with the care of
whole interefts they are entrufted, whether in the
capacity of military commanders, or civil magif-
trates, 1s refcued from the galling yoke of bond-
age—from the dreadful ftate of anarchy and confu-
{ion; or from the final diflolution and utter ruin,
to which it might otherwife be reduced, by the fol-
ly and wickednels of many of its own members;
or by the all grafping ambition, and infatiable cu-
pidity of foreign hoftile nations and potentates.

Such are the men, whom ¢ the Lord Mot
High—Who 1s the great King over all the earth,”
ofien ¢ gives to a people, according to his mani-
fold mercies, to be” under himfelf, ¢ their {avi-
ours;” to be ¢ the minifters of God, for” eminent

“ good,” to them in a ftate of peace; and his cho-
fen
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{fen inftruments, for ¢ {aving them out of the hand
of their enemies,” 1n a time of war. When, there-
fore, men thus {pecially qualihed, and called to fill
the molft exalted and important {ftations, in the fer-
vice of their country; and thus employed, under
the direction of Divine Providence, i1n averting
from 1t the moft formidable and deftruéive evils,
are removed by death; the afilictive event 1s doubt-
lefs to be regarded, as juftly demanding the tears of
a bereaved people—as worthy ot bemcr lamented
with every dignified expreflion of unfuﬁned na-
tional {orrow. .

I proceed to oblerve, on the other hand, that
the death of fuch valuable defepders, and guar-
dians of a people, Is to be thus lamented.

endly. On account of the eminent benefits,
which their infirumentality 1s employed, by the
good Providence of God, 1n lecuring to their
country.

Many of the refletions, which we would be
here naturally led to purfue, have been, mn {fome
degree, alrcady anticipated, in the obfcrvations
{uggefted under the preceding branch of this dil-
courfe.

The neceffity: of the inftitution and {upport of
government, among mankind, 1s univerlally ac-
knowledged and its utility has been recommended
by the experience of all nations, in all ages. 5o
far as any fyftem of covernment is adapted to unite
a people in a ftafe of order and peace—to enforce
the principles and rules of juftice among them—
and to {ecure them from the mifchievous defigns of
their enemues, it 1sfanttioned by the approbation of
Heaven; and 1ts eftablithment is to be regarded, as

g B2 an
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an important public blefling, by the people who
CNJoy It.

Between different {yf{tems of human government,
there is indeed as wide a difference, as between the
meaneft hut, raifed by the rude {avage, merely for
his defence from the attacks of beafts of prey, or
the injurious effetts of inclement elements and {ea-
{ons; and the noblefi edifice, erefted by the 1nge-
nious artift, combining requiiite ftrength, with plea-
fing proportion, and chafte ornament, and adapt-
ed to afford the moft fecure and comfortable ac-
commodation to its inhabitants. But for diretting
well, and applying efficacioully, the powers of the
beft conftitution of government, it 1s obvious,
that none are properly qualified, but thole who
poflefs peculiar abilities forthe management of pub-
lic affairs: And it is equally certain, that on the
moral principles, which dire&t their condutt, the
- welfare of the community very much depends.
Whether they are charged with the adminiftration
of the civil, or military aflairs of their country ;
having its great interefts committed to their care,
and its refources placed in their bands; they are
at once laid under peculiar obligations, and enjoy
peculiar advantages, {or ftudying and promoting
the public good ; and when pofleffed of thole uni-
ted qualities of the head and the heart, which dif-
tinguifh great and worthy rulers and commanders—
the public good will be the favorite objett of their
regard and purfuit—and 1n the ordinary courie of
things, will be greatly advanced by their agency.
In their {uperior fiation, diftinguifhed by their
great talents and virtues—by their knowledge of
human nature, of its powers and weaknefles—of
its paliions and its wants—and of the {tate of their

own
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own nation, confidered in an abflrat point of view,
and in 1ts relatons to other countries—Dby their pe-
netrating, accurate judgment, and enlarged, com-
prehenive view of things—by the wildom of their
counlels, and the rettitude of their meafures—by
the purity and ardor of their patriotiim; and by
their attive courage, and unyielding refolution, in
meeting and {furmounting the various and multipli-
cd dangers, difhicultics and trials, which they may
have to encounter in their country’s caufe and fer-
vice—they are eminently qualilied, to teach the
great body of the people, for whoin they a&, the
nature and value of their civil and facred rights,
and privileges, and to guide and animate their ex-
ertions 1n the purfuit and defence of their true in-
terefts ;—and under the fmiles of a favoring Pro-
vidence, their in{trumentality has a great efleét, in
lecuring and 1improving the moft 1mportant nation-
al advantages. '

- The deflirable ends, which their high qualifica-
tions, and patriotic labours are thus adapted to ac-
comnplilh, are further promoted by the powerful
engaging 1nfluence of their great example. For
‘¢ as the going forth of the {un, 1s from the cnd of
wcaven,and his circuituntothe ends of it, andthere
1snothing hid fromthe heatthereof;” fo the examples
of great and good men, moving in exalted {pheres
of public fervice, and ulefulnefs, diffufe their en-
lightening and enlivening beams, through the wide
extent of the land in which they bear rule; and
have an happy tendency to ftimulate and allure the
other members of the community, in {ubordinate
ftations, to 1imitate their conduft, in, the cul-
tivation of a public {pirit, and in the pralice of
what{ocver things are pious and juft—generous

and
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and honorable—lovely and praife-worthy :—and, irt
fhort, in the purfuit of that courfe of well doing,
which conductts individuals, and communities, to
a ftate of the molt delirable profperity inthis world;
while it leads thofe, who walk in 1t, under the in-
fluence of a truly chriftian faith, to glory, honour,
and immortality in the world to come.

Highly favored indeed, are the people to whom
the Lord gives fuch rulers and commanders, as
his chofen agents, for communicating and {ecurmg
to them {o many precious bleflings of his favor
—and fo rich a portion of national honor and hap-
pinefs!

When, therefore, a people are bereaved of fuch -
valuable benefatiors, they {uftain an unipeakable
lofs; and are folemnly called by the Providence of
God to mourn—feelingly and deeply to moum
under the heavy and diftrefling firoke of his holy
hand.

The obfervations which have been fuggeited,
will, it is believed, admit of a juft and forcible ap-
plication to the prefent cale of our own nation, un-
der that very aftliting difpenfation of Divine Pro-
vidence, which has bereaved us, of a general and
ftatefman, who, in the expreflive and emphatical
language of our Houfe of Reprefentatives in Con-
grefs,---¢¢ was the hirft inwar---the firftin peace, and
the firft in the affe&ions of his country.”

To trace the refpettable defcent of this great and -
worthy man---to attend to the firft promiiing buds
of a fuperior mind; and of his ftuture greatnefs,
which began to unfold themielves in his juvenile
daysand parfuits---toobferve theearly difplay of his
extraordinary military talentsina ftationof {ubordi-
nate but honourable and important command,

while
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while thefe United States were yet dependant pro.
vinces of Great Britain---to follow himin his great
career of military glory,---when as commander in
chief, he diretted the operations of our armies, du-
ring the whole eight years of the memorable revolu-
tionary war; into which we were driven by the
unwarrantable claims ot the Briufh government—
claims too arrogant, degrading, and injurious, not
to be refifted and repelled by the free bom and high-
fpirited fons of America--to mark the dignified
manner in which he refigned into the hands of the
American Congrefs the hich commiffion which he
had received from them, when the great objetts of
it,—the independence and liberties of his country,
were accomplifhed and fecured ; and the truly pa-

ternal affe&ion, and {olicitude, wnh which he ad-
drefled fome of the wifeft and moft falutary moral
and political inftruttions and admonitions, to his
fellow {oldiers and fellow citizens, when from the
moft elevated {ftation of military authority and
power, he voluntarily and cheerfully defcended to
the ordinary conditionand employments of a pri-
vate gentleman—to exhibit the important part, which
within a few years after this period, he was called
to att in that venerable convention of the principal
{tatefmen of America; by whofe colle&ted wifdom,
our prefent excellent fy{’[e_m of federa!l government
was framed, and 1n whole deliberations he prefided,
as the moft honoured and influential member of
that enlightened and patriotic. body—to review
his able and {uccefstul adminiftration of this new
government, in the office of Prefident of the Uni-
ted States, to which he was firft raifed for the legal
term of four years; and in which he was atterwards
continued for a like term, bv the unanimous {uf-

frages
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frages of the widely difperfed millions of his fcHow-
citizens—to reprefent him 1n the {ublime attitude
in which he appeared, when delivering the lalt {o-
lemn advice, which he dircttly addrefled, undera
public charatter, to the American people ;. advice
which was the fruit of {fuperior wildom, matured by
long experience, and of the purelt and moft difin-
terefted patriotifm, that had {tood the teft of the
{fevereft trials ; ‘while at the {ame time he announ-
ced his decided refolution to decline ftanding - a
candidate for a re-clection to the prefidency, on
which he had realon to calculate with the greateft
confidence ;—and conformably to his declared pur-
pole, 1mmcd1ately retired, from all the flattering dif-
tinClions conneéted with the {upreme magiitracy of
the Union, to the ardently defired calm retreat of
private life, in which he defigned, and hoped to
pals the refidue of his days m undilturbed tranquil-
ity and peace—to pourtray the glory of the finifh-
ing public aét of his exalted, and unabated patrio-
ulm, when he once more ylelied to the importu-
nate callof his country, and confented to refume the
commmandof theforces, whichitwas preparing forits
defence againft the injuftice and violence of a rapa-
cious, ambitious, and unprincipled foreign pow-
er ;—to contemplate him here in the cloling {.ene,
when thus determined and prepared, to relinquiih
the repole which was fo agrecable and defirable to
his advanced age, after the long continued preliing
labours of a moft active public hlc,, for the toils and
dangers of an apparcntly mevitable and arduous
war ;j—receiving the {olemn m ndate of Heaven,
which fummoned his sreat {oul to the world of
{pirits ;—and with that calm and unthaken firm-
nels of mind, for which he was ever remarka’ le,
finifhing
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finifhing his honorable, earthly career in death—
to fpeak now particularly of the ineftimable fers
vices which he rendered to his country, and to the
caufe of religion, liberty, and humanity :—or to
attempt a delineation of the particular features of
his great charatter :
All this would form an undertaking, to which I
teel myfelf wholly incompetent! and which could
not be well executed by the beft abilities, within
the limits prefcribed to this difcourfe. This ac-
- cordingly comes not within my prefent defign;
but.is left as the proper work of the biographer
and hiftorian :—and 1n the faithful, well-written
memoirs of his life,---and hiftory of his country,---
the {fublime charaéter,---and the illuftrious deeds of
our WasuingToN, will doubtlefs fhine with
pre-eminent glory,---through a long {eries of ages,
and diffufe an increafing {plendor over many fuc«
ceeding generations. |

In the mean time, while we mourn the Father of
our country taken from our head, and gone down
to ¢“the grave, the houfe prepared for all living;”---
let us now be led to confider,— |

I1. What profitable improvement may be made
of this event, which is the occafion of the prefent
deep and univerfal forrow and mourning of our
country—and;

1. It becomes us to cherifh the remembrance of
the excellent charatter and eminent fervices of our
country’s moft illuftrious citizen and diftinguifhed
henefaftor, whole death we now lament, with a
grateful fenfe of our obligations to the beneficeng
Providence of God, who qualified and employed
him, as. a leading uiftrument, in {ecuring to us

C {o
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fo many, and {uch ineftimably valuable national
bleflings. |
The memory of the man, whom God was plea-
fed moft remarkably to honor, as the inftrument in
his hand, for the communication of {o much good
to our highly favoured nation, fhould be peculiarly
dear to all our citizens ;---and it fhould be tranfmit-
ted, with every appropriate, impreflive mark of
diftinguifhing efteem and regard, to pofterity---as
a {plendid example for the imitation of future pa-
triots, generals, and ftatefmen---and of our citi-
zens generally, in every department of public and
private life.---In the records of nations, excepting
only thofe of God’s antiént, chofen and peculiar
people, we would probably fearch in vain for the
example of an unionof great talents and virtues, of
worthy condu¢t, and importantufefulnefs; fuperior,
if we could even find one equal, to.that which has
been exhibited by otir admired and beloved W asH-
INGTON, in thofe high military and civil employ-
ments, in which he was called to defend and ferve
his country. "
‘But remembering that ‘¢ every good gift,” eve-
-1y valuable pofleflion, privilege, or benefit, whe-
ther of a private or public nature, or through
whatever channel, or medium, conveyed to us,
““ comes down from the Great Father of lights and
mercies ;’—let us ftudy to be’ thankful to HIM,
who gracioufly provided fuch a general and ftatef-
‘man, to condutt our military operations, and ad-
minifter our civil and political affairs, ‘during a
long period, the moft critical and interefting to our
nation—who crowned his wife councils, his virtu-
ous mcafures, his heroic efforts, with {uch happy
{fuccefs—and who prolonged his life, with his capa-
City,
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city, and his zeal unimpaired, for the fervice of his
country—till it was fafely condutted througha long
feries of the moft perplexing difniculties, and for-
midable dangers, and at length {fecurely eftablifh-
ed, as we ruft, in the enjoyment of a moft excel.
lent conftitution of government, and a moft defi-
rable {tate of peace and proilperity. Moft kind
and indulgent, indeed, has been the Providence
of the God of our mercies, in firft beftowing upon
us, and then forbearing to remove from us, the
man, who was one of the moft impregnable bul-
warks of our country in war, and one ofits ftrong-
eft pillars in peace—till it was fettled and confirmed
in 1ts prefent eligible fituation; 1n which it does not
probably fo 1mmediately depend as at {ome for-
mer periods, on the fervices or influence of any
individual : and {eems not likely to be f{o eafily
fhaken, as it might have fometimes heretofore been,
by the reftlefs {pirit of internal fattion ; or by the
dark intrigues,-or open violence of forelon, jealous,
and unfriendly nations !

Let us then, at once, honor the memory of our
departed illuftrious General and Prefident; and
praife the divine and moft bountiful Author of all
the various bleflings of a civil and a facred nature,
which through his diftinguifhed agency, we have
experienced, and now enjoy, as an independent, a
free, a great, and an happy nation!

2. Let us learn ¢ to ceafe from man, whofe
breath is in his noftrils,”—and to repofe an -humble,
ftedfaft truft and hope, 1n the ever-living, all-fuffi-
cient, and unchangeable God, for that guidance,
protettion, and various aid, Wthh as a people, we
continually need, in order to our fafety and wel-

fare.
Cz Lord,
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¢ L.ord, what 1s man, and wherein i1s he to be
accounted of?"—¢¢ All flefh 1s grafs, and the glo-
ry of man, asthe flower of the grafs; the grafs
withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away. In
the morning it flourifheth and groweth up; in the
evening 1t 1s cut down and withereth!”—What 1s
man 1n honor? Heis a fhadow that pafleth ra-
pidly away. What is man in his beft eftate? He
1s, 1n refpect of all the worldly advantages which
he may poflefs, and of all the benefits which his
fellow-mortals may expeét from him, altogether

vanity |
¢ Let usnot then put our truft in princes,”—in
thofe who among their fellow, men are clothed with
{upreme authority and power,or bearthe charaéter
of the great and the good—¢nor in the {on of man,”
of whatever qualifications, or in whatever ftation,
¢“for in him there is no” effe€tualor certain ¢help.”
“Therr breathgoeth forth--they return totheirearth;
in that very day all their thoughts,” either for their
own aggrandizement, or fecurity, or for promo-
ting the public good, ¢ perifh” in the gloom of
““ the grave, where they have no more a portion in
any thing that is done under the fun.,”—But let us
remember, ¢ that happy is the man, and happy the
people—and that happy alone are they, who have
the Gadof Jacob for their help, and whofe hope isin
the Lord, their God, who made Heaven and earth,
the fea, and all that therein. is ;—who keepeth truth
forever—whoexecuteth judgment for the opprefs-
ed—who ioveth the righteous; but the way of the
wicked he turneth upfide down—who putteth down
one and fetteth up another—who firaighteneth the
nationsand enlargeth them at his pleafure; and who,
in the exercife of his fovereign, Almighty, moft
-~ wife
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wife, righteous, and beneficent dominion, reigneth
for ever, even unto all gencrations.”

Our lately univerfally efteemed,and now univer-
fally lamented W asH1NGcTON, 1n the pofleflion of
all his excellencies and honors, was but a mortal
man. Thanks be to God for the great qualifica-
tions by which he was diftinguifhed—for his im-
portant public {ervices---and for the long continu.
ance of his eminently valuable and ufeful life!--.
And now, blefled be God, that the hopes of our
country are not buried in the {ame tomb with his
venerable duft; but that to Himfelf, who is ¢ the
pofleflor of all that is in the heaven and in the
carth—whofe is the greatnefs, and the power, and
the glory, and the vitory, and the majefty, who
reigns over all, and who is the {ame, yefterday, to
day, and for ever"—we may {till look up as ¢ our
hight and our{alvation,” ¢ torleaders and comman-
ders of the people,” for the prefervation of our
independence and liberties, government and laws,
‘order and peace, and the perpetuity and advance-
ment of our national, as well as perfonal fafety,
profperity, and happinefs!

3. While we mourn for the lofs which . our na-
tion has fuftained, by the death of fuch an able de-
fender, and diftinguifhed benefator—Ilet us be ex-
cited to pray for our country, and efpecially for
thofe, who occupy the principal places of autho-
xity, truft, and power, in its government.

‘“ To offer up fupplications, prayers, and inter-
ceflions for all 'men,” and efpecially for thofe,
whofe intereft and welfare, are moft nearly con-
netted withour own, and upon whofe counfels and
meafures, our fafety and happinefs, under God,
meft immediately depend—is at all times an impor-

tant
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tant chrifiian duty. For our fellow-men, 1in every
nation of the earth, in every branch of the great
tamily of mankind, we fhould confitantly pray;
that they may enjoy the advantages of wife and
good governments and laws—and the bleffings of
the gofpel of the great Redeemer of fallen men,
1n its unclouded light, uncorrupted purity, and fa-
ving power ;—*¢ that the people who delight 1n war
may be fcattered—that the wickednef{s of the wick-
ed may come to an end—that the jult may be efta-
blifhed,”—and that the caufe of truth and righteoul-
nefs, and of genuine liberty, civil and religious,
involving all the great interefts of communities and
individuals, may prevail and triumph, univerfally,
through the world.

For our country, efpecially, we fhould conti-
nually pray—that the great Governor of nations,
our guardian God, and the God of falvation, may
be pleafed to forgive our multiplied follies and of-
fences, by which we are daily forfeiting his mer-
cies, and provoking his judgments;—* to turn
away every token of his anger trom us, and remem-
ber us with the favor which he bears to his chofen
and peculiar people”—to fecure to us the tull and
uninterrupted pofleflion of our perfonal and national
rights and privileges; 1n the enjoyment of order,
harmony, and tranquillity at home, and of peace
and honor abroad—to profper all ranks and claffes
of the inhabitants of our land, in their {everal {ta-
tions, and lawful, worldly purfuits—and ¢ to vifit
us with” the infinitely more precious bleilings of
¢ his fpiritual and everlafting {alvation.”

¢ For allinauthority over us,” and entrufted with
the care of our national interefts, in public ftations,
we ought more particularly to pray, that they may

be
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be ¢ wife and able men, fuch asfear God, men of
truth, hating covetoufnefs,” and zealous, attive,
refolute, and ftedfalt in their concern for, and pur-
{uit of the public good. Confidering how mul-
tiplied, arduous, and perplexing, are the cares of
government—how peculiarly ﬁrong and preffing
are the temptations, with which men, 1in exalted
ftations of truift and power, are continually fur-
rounded; and how many, and great, are the evils
or beneﬁts, which may refult to the community
from their ill ‘or good condu&t, in the important
places which they occupy—in the elevated {pheres
wherein they move—we fhould, from a tender
{ympathy for them, and a prudent regard to our
own- interefts, pray continually for our rulers—
‘_that the Lord may give them a wife and under-
ftanding heart, to difcern between good and evil,

and to go out and in before a great people,” with
difcretion and fidelity, with unfullied honor and
good fuccefs.

And thus are we, by a fpecial, folemn voice of
Divine Providence, called to pray for our country,
at the prefent junéture, while mourning the recent
death,—of our late iliuftrious General and Prefi-
dent; and to pray, more particularly, for his wor-
thy and venerable fucceffor in the prefidency of
the” Union—that he may be divinely afhifted, in
{uftaining the increafed weight of anxious care,
~which 1s " devolved upon hlm, by the lofs of fo

early, able, and experienced an aflociate, in the
great caufe of America—and that he may fteadily
and firmly, proceed to tread in the fame fteps of
wildom, virtue, and honor, by which the greatand

excelleit WasaincTon conduéted-his countrys
to
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to the prefent dignified and enviable rank, which
it holds among the nations of the earth.--

Finally ;

4. Let the confideration of this very affetting
inftance of mortality, which has filled the heart of
our nation with forrow and mourning, be improved
to awaken and engage us all, to a faithful and di-
hhgent difcharge of the duties of our refpective
{tations; and to a feafonable preparation, and con-
{tant watchfulnefs for the order of God, which fhall
difmifs us from all our employments here, to a ftate
of righteous and everlafting retribution in a fu-
ture world. |

To a, asif we thought that we were bound by
no obligations, to extend our views or regards be-
yond ourfelves; but had a right to employ our
time and powers, merely to ferve our own felfifh
purpofes, would be very difgraceful to our cha-
ralter as men and citizens. .Much more reproach-
ful then, muft {fuch conduét appear to be, in thofe
who bear the name of Chriftians—when it 1s view-
ed in the light of the gofpel—when itis conflidered
as.in direét contradition to thofe benevolent and
refined principles of the religion of the blefled Je-
lus, which require us ¢ to love our neighbouras
ourfelves”---¢¢ to rejoice with them that rejoice---to
weep with them that weep”—* to bearone another’s
burthens”---¢“and as we have ability and opportuni-
ty, to do good to all around us.”

Let us, therefore, reflett and confider what the
Lord our God and Saviour requires of us, in our
{everal ftations---and endeavour to occupy, with the
talents which he has committed to us, in that man-

ner, by which his great name may be moft glori-
| ficd
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fied, and the beft interefls of our fellow men, to-
ﬁ(.ther with our own, molt cffet uall} advanced.
Fatners—Letnottherchducof your ftrength be
wholly {pent in that cafc and inathvity, w hl(h to
declining years, ufually appear moft inviting. Y
you are yct living to yourlelves, and for this world
—{urely it is hlgh time that you begin to live to

thc Lord, and for cternity. .
If, 1n th(. courfe of a life of chriflian faith, pi-

ety and virtue,---you are {erving and honoring the
adorable Author of your bc.mg and redemption,
and purfuing the great ends of your rational exift-
ence,---Be not weary in well doing, but hold on
your-way, and hold out to the end "and ftill g0
from ftrength to ftrength, till you enter into that
cverlafting reft, which remaincth for the people of
God.” And 1emember, that 1t particularly bc-
comes you, to teach the rifing generation their du-
ties to God, to theirneighbour, and themielves---
to admonifh them of the viciflitudes, the temp-
tations, the dangers, to which they may be expo-
fed in the untried journey of life---and to recom-
mend the counfels of matured wildom, and long
cxperience, by the engaging influence of the ﬁood
example, which you will exhibit, while you conti-
nue to walk with ftcady fteps, and chcerful hopes,
in ¢ the path of the juft; which 1s as the fhining
light” of the morning, . ¢ {hining more and morc
unto the perfett day.”

Younce mEN---Let not the flower of your age.
---the vigour of your faculties, be difhonored and
wafted in the indulgence of unmanly floth---of un-
profitable, diflipating amufements---or of {ordid,

criminal, and deftruétive pleafures: But ftudy to
furmfh your minds with ufeful knowledge, to ac-
D quire
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quire and ftrengthen the difpofitions and habits of
purity and temperance,---of regularity and dili-
gence---of generofity and economy. ¢ Remember
your Creator and Redeemer in the days of your
youth :” Choofe and purfue ¢ the ways of wifdom,
which are the only ways of plealantnefs, and peace:
Fulhl the obligations of every relation, which you
{uftain, with refpectful attention and affetion---
with {irni& fidelity and becoming cheerfulnefls; and
let your breafts glow with a laudable, ardent am-
bition, to a& a worthy part—and become the orna-
ments and bleflings of fociety, in your day.

Let 1t be the concern of every one of us, in
fhort, that we may feel the power, and manifeft
the influence of thofe facred, heavenly principles
of the gofpel, which will bear cown every {elfifh,
contrafied difpofition of our degenerate nature,
and elevate and enlarge our hearts, in the moft be-
nevolent defires—and prompt us to corre{pondent,
worthy eftorts, to be as uletul as pollible, in our
refpettive {fpheres—to contribute fomething to the
welfare of the civil community, with which we are
connetted, and to the extenhion of the bounds, and
the advancement of the glory of the Redecmer’s
kingdom of grace 1n the world.

And by the great example of the diftinguifhed
friend and benefator of his country, whofe lofs
we now deplore—let us all be taught and animated
to cherifh that public {pirit, which fhone fo confpi-
cuoully 13 him---and which will determine us to
maintain for ourlelves, and to tranfmit to the ge-
nerations, that fhall come after us, the national in-
dcpendence, and the precious liberties involved in
it, for which he fo nobly fought---and which he
guarded with {o vigilant an eye, and faithful a hand,

—and
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—and to exert our intluence, as far as it may ex-
tend, for preferving and fupporting religion and
morality, order and peace, in our land,—for pro-
moting the profperity of church and ftate, and for
aiding our fellow-citizens, and fellow chriftians,
and our brethren of mankind, generally, whom
we may be able to ferve, In refpect to their com-
mon and facred, their temporal and eternal con-
CErns.

The father of his country no longer lives, to
unite, animate, and guide 1ts citizens, and Its ar-
mies in its defence—to watch for its weltare—to
plan and labour for its profperity and its glory.—
How far its fafety, or its interefts may be aftetted
by his lamented death, we yet know not. But
when we reflett upon the exilting circumitances of
our nation, deprived, as it now 1s, of the pre.
fence, the talents, the counfels, the cares, the ex-
ample, the influence of 1its moit revered and hon-
ored citizen, 1ts moft firenuous detender, and
moft vigilant and faithful guardian ;---we muit fure-
ly be aware, that it now demands, from all, whofe
interefts are embarked 1n 1ts caule, a more {olicit-
ous attention to its neceflities---and a redoubled zeal
in every patriotic effort, by which 1t may be defended
and benehted.---And letthole, who may be ready to
apprehend, that they can do little or nothing for
the public good, be reminded, that they can, at
leaft, pray for it ;---and that ““the Lord isa God
hcaring prayer;” and -¢¢having already done great
things for us,” may be rcady to do {tll greater
things for us,---¢* but will yet be enquired of by us,
that he may do thewn for us.”

Recollecting, allo, that our opportunitics in this
world for {erving God, and our eencration, accord-

15 0BG
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ing to the will of God, and for fecuring the falva-
tion and everlafting happme{b of our own fouls,
are very fhort and prccarlous---let usbe admonifhed
to undertake and ¢ to do with our might, whatever
our hand findeth to do.” ....

Every inftance of mortality, which we witnefs,
or of which we hear, i1s adapted, impreflively, to
enforce the word of God, by which we are warn-
cd, ¢ that the timeis thort.”” But from the tomb
ol the great WasnineToN, for whom his country
now mourns, through all its borders---the voice of
death fpeaks to us with more than ordinary folem.
nity and emphafis---¢¢ Be ye allo ready---for in fuch
an hour as ye think not, the Son of Man cometh.”
“ In {uch an hour as we think not,” or may be
lealt aware of his approach, the Son of Man,
‘¢ who hath the keys of death, and of the invifible
world,” may come, byhis dread {ummons, to call
us from time to eternity---from a temporary ftate
of fervice and trial, to aneverlalling ftate of righte-
ous and unchangeable retribution.

How loon did the humane and amiable hero,
yield to the violence of unrelenting difeafe!---How
quickly did the mighty and renowned conqueror
'fa]l with all his mortal honors blooming upon
mm---*¢ in that war i which there is no dlfcharg I

And muft not we as certainly die? And may we
not, 1n like manner, die with as little previous
warning of our impending diffolution—or by a
firoke from the laft enemy, {till more {udden and
unexpetied ? O let us haften then, inour prepara-
i1on for the cloling {cene of life—for that all im-
portant change of worlds to which we are approach-
ing, as falt as the rapid flight of time can bear us

forward!
L.et
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Let us look well to ourfelves, and fee that our
fouls are committed 1n the exercife of that unfeign-
ed faith, ¢ which i1s the gift of God, and the work
of hisholy {pirit,” into the hands cof that Divine, Al-
mighty, and moft gracious Redeemer, ¢ whofe is
the only name under Heaven, given among men,
by which any can be faved;” and on whofe atone-
ment, righteoufnefs, and interceflion, the motft il-
luftrious faviours of - their country, equally with
the meaneit and moft abjcét of the children of men,
mufit entirely depend, for the forgivenefs of their
Lins—for reconciliation and peace with God; and
for the attainment of that everlafting life, which
God has promifed to believers, and which is to be
tound only in his Son. Let us, alfo, be aétive and
diligent, ¢ {tedfaft and immovable, and more and
more.abounding, in all the work and fervice of the
Lord,” to which we are called, as the followers of
the great Captain of our falvation; and let it be
- our moft {erious concern, and care, that we may
be found ever watching for the coming of our
Lord—and waiting with a ftedfalt faith, with a
lively hope, and with an earneft defire, for his fo-
vereign order to lay down our flefh in its native
carth ; and to enter, difincumbered of all-the bur-
thens of mortality ; and completely delivered and
purified, from the power and pollution of fin, un-
der which we now groan, into the full and ever-
lafting ¢ joy of our Lord.” .

Then will the courfe of" our pilgrimage, through
this vale of tears, clofe in peace:—and * having
fought the good fight, and finithed the work,”
which our Lord has appoinied to be accomplithed
py us, on earth---and having thus-approved our-
lelves ¢ faithful” in his caufe and fervice, ¢ unto

death.
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dcath, we fhall reccive the crown of immortai
life, which he hath promifed, and which he willgive
to all who believe in, and obey him, and who
love his appearing.” And then, in his heavenly
kingdom---¢¢ wafhed from our fins in his blood,
who loved us, and gave himfelf for us; and-ad-
vanced to the dignity of kings and priefts’ unto.
God and his father,”---we {hall mourn no more
g?:_l.he awlul defolations of death, or under any

the lamentable effetts of fin; butfhall find ¢ all
tears wiped away from our eyes,” by the kind hand-
of our gracious God and Redeemer; and ¢ be-
holding his face in righteouinels, and fatisfied with
his likenefs, we fhall tr1umph in his praife, and in
that fulnefsof joy which 1s in his prefence,” through
all the ages of a blefled eternity!

‘¢ Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invi-
fible, the only wife God and our Sawo*n, be
honor and glory, for ever and ever,” AMEN!
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