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To the Critics.

E HE Author begs leave to inform the Public
that in the writing, as well as the publithing of the

{ubfequent fentiments on an uniform Plan of Nati«
onal Education, nothing but the moft folicitous de-
{ire to contribute even a mite to the intereft or {uc-

cels of what fo highly concerns the happinefs and
credit of the United States, could have induced him
to {ubmit his obfervations, on any fubje& to the

eye of the learned and judicious critic, under the

many difadvantages he had to encounter.

WHEN he affures sucH that, in writing, the

unremitting labours of profeflional attendance pre-
vented him from more than a few minutes attention
to the fubjelt at one time:—And that by the fame
caufe he has been prevented from fuperintending
the Prefs, he trufts the ingenuous and liberal will

adopt the following fentiment of one, whofe tafte and

accuracy in compofition, have been long eftimated

as the {tandard of excellence.

— ‘“ Non ego paucis
¢ Oilendar maculis quas aut incuria fudit,

¢ Authumana parum cavit natura.”’
or.



To the HonouraBLE the LecispaTors of the
STATE of MARY LAND, for the Seflion of 17¢g3—
the following Obfervations, gntroductory to an
uciform Plan of National Education, are mglf
refpeitfully fubmitted by the Author.

GeExNTLEMEN,

THE thorough conviCiion of your being,
to the utmoft extent of your inclinations, as well as
of your délegated truft and power, the zealous pa-
trons of public improvement, is the only apology
vour addrefler concecives neceflury for his prefump-
tion 1n laying before ycu the following confiderati-
ons, on the moft intereliing of all {ubjelts to the
happmels of MarvrLaxp m particular, and that
creat civil commanity, of waich fne forms {o re-

ipectable a part, 1n general.

THERE is no individual in fociety whom you
may not hear ACKxowLEDGING the great impor-
tance of education. Even thofe who are moft ig-
norant of its advantages are heard to exprefls the
hugheft encomiums on its ineftimable value to the

ftate ;—to the intereflts of human happinefs focial

or mndividuzal. The learned and unlearned feem

equally agreed on this fubjet, No party {pirit
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breathes 1its jealous and peftilential influence in op=
pofition to 1ts general encouragement, patronage
and fupport. ‘L'his is that fubjest on which, in a
peculiar degree, the {miles and approbation of hea-
ven may be expegcted. to co-oporate with the exerti-
ons of men. Seeing, then, it has obtained,{o uni-
verfal an approbation in the minds of all, is it not,
1n {fome refpelts, paradoxical, that all_}thef memnmibers
of the fame community do not confpire in bringing,

into effet fome well digefted plan for organizing
and ef’caEliﬂﬁng that which feems to be th,q: common

objet of their withes; the moft defireable attain.

ment {or the promotion of public happinefs ?

SHouLD this interrogatory obfervation be ap-
plied to the sTaTE, which has chofen you, cExNTLE-

MEN, to.be its legiflators, it will.be found that,
though much has been done in behalf of pusLiC

EDUCATION ;—and tho’ many excellent charafters
among us have lately given ample teftimony of their
liberality, philanthropy and patriotifm, in contribut-
ing- to the State-Colleges and other feminaries;
yet, as it is flill too ealy to obferve, all that might

reaflonably be done in fo go:d a caufe has not yet
been eftetted.

In every -corner or portion of the ftite, how
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many bundreds of our youth are deprived of the
means of any inftru@ion fuitable to the offspring of

free and independent citizens ?  How much ignor-

ance of literature do we every where meet with,
even in thofe whofe fortune and. cirrumftances

might have enabled them to have fecured the means

of proper improvement ?

I a flate like this, efpevially, when confider~

ed as a diftinguifhed department of a great, united,

republican government, one or two pompous edifi-

ces, and expenfively endowed feminaries, may give
a partial and oltenfible dignity to the literary charac-
ter of our portion of the union ; but in truth, withous
the means of eftablifhing and providing proper fub-
ordinate nurferies of ftudents, prepared for entering
and attending fuch dignified feminaries, they may
tend to abforb or fwallow up the greater proportion
of public patronage ; but cannot, with any truth or
propriety, be confidered as the moft effetual provi-
fion ior difufing the bleflings of general knowledge

or icientific improvement throughout the STATE.

Unper fuch a government as ours, and eipe-
cially 1n a country wherc the inhabitants are {o wide-

ly fcattered over the furface of the foil, it would,

certainly, be moft fuitable to have thofe means oi
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Fdutation, which are derived from the induftry and
exertions of the people, difpofed of in fuch: a man:
ner as would moft eftetually and generally pro-
mote the improvement and happinefs of the 1:;;0]31&.
There is no impartial or candid mind can diffent
from this truth. If fo, it, confequently, follows
that the prefent mode of promoting the interefts of
d)h‘b‘lic education In this ftate, has not been, with
fufficient efficacy, dittated by the influence of this
confideration. .

\

WEeRE we to contraft what has yet been done,

in this ftate, with that of our fifter sTaTES through-
out the union, 1t would be found that thoughMARrY-

LanD has fome thare of credit for her exertions in
behalf of public literary improvement; yet the has,
by no means, been as generally liberal, ‘in “¢hils re-

fpett, as the progrefive ftate of her profperity ; and
the dignified fituation fhe pei"eﬂ'es, thould didate.

!
In Pennf}lvama, as your addreﬁér has been

credlbly informed; no feminary fubordinate to her
univerfity or college, that has looked up to her for
her forftering aid, has been refufed. In Virginia

an excellent a&t has been pafled, during the laft fef-
fion of her ftate aflembly, for eftablithing thrée lite-

rary fchools in each county;—and, confequently,
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for extending the blefling of education to thofe of
fier cinizens who are moft in want of it. :

THis ought ever to conltitute the leadmg or

favourite objett of the legiflature of a free Pcate

In all ages it has been the policy. of thofg,_go.
vernments that exilted by the flavith ignorance -of
the people, to eftablilh one or two funjlptmliiﬂx
endowed fchools for the fons of fortune and afflu.
ence,—the expecting brood of defpotlcal fucceﬁiou?
leaving the canaille; the ignorant herd, to live and
die, the profarum vulgus, the defpifed, enflaved aad
{topid multitude. | R

Ix proportion, then, as our government is {u-
perior 1n its nature and conilitution; in its princi-
pels and prattice, tothe {yftems of thofe which have
been inftituted for enflaving the minds, as well as
the bodies, oftheir ignorant vaflals, {o fhould the
moft general means of diffufling and promoting

knowledge, be adopted, patronifed and fupported

in this and every other portion of the union.

IT is not, gentlemen, the objet of your ad-

drefler on this {ubjet, to cenfure what has already
been done in behalf of education in that ftate of which

you are the legiflators. What 1s, or ought to be,;
of the higheft importance with all who have any re-
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gard for the public good is, to endeavour to call
forth a proper attenton to the prefen.. ftate of htc—

rary inftrution ; 5 ex amine wherein 1t is defe@ive ;
and try to point out {uéh means as may have a ten-
dency to render Maryland as refpeétable, in a lited
rary point of 'vigw, as thé fituation and other digni-
fied circumftances in hier Jocal'arnd polifical éxiftence
fhould-direct. ~ -’ . |

Tmis it becomés all to” confider as hfghly el-
{ential to the belt interelts of the community. We
ought to be convinced by experience, that no ex-
ternal advantage arifing from ﬁtﬁatian;intercourfe,
or any other {uperficial means of irﬁﬁrovefnent, can
be fubftituted for that folid inftruction which the hu-
man mind ¢an acquire only by the regular difcipline -
of the fchool’; and the well dlre&ed labours ‘of i
terary ﬁudy and apphcauon. The literary charac-
ter of our ftate, 1t 1s true, miy a{fume the tinfeled
outﬁde of a fupe.ﬁcml poh[h but that dignity of
underﬁandmg, that manlinefs of fentiment ; that
elegance of tafte and criticifm ; and that {cientific
illumination, which ought to conftitute its moft
{triking features, we 1ﬁay look for in vain without

the public patronage of fome gﬁnera‘ well-digefted
fyftem of education,

B
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The Queltien, then, 1s, are we, or are we not,
in poifciion of fucha {yftem : No.—The gener il
comp-laii_lt of the community ; as well as a candid
enguiry into the ftate of our public fclzloolé mult
fhew, with incontrovertible evidence, that in this
refpe, MARYLAND 1s interiour to feveral porti-
ons of the UNI'ON, whole refources for {fupporting

fuch feminaries are not fuperior to what we poflefs.

SucH obfervations cannot be juftly confidered
as derogatory to the credit of the {tate-college, or

ary other feminary already inftituted in any part of
the ftate. Fcr, allowing that all the advantages,

reafonably to be expelted from the ftate-college,
were fully realized ; on ihe fuppofition that, from
the refpeCtable attention and zeal of 1ts #zruffees ; the
aDilities of 1ts prafefjors, and the excellence of 1ts
difcipline and regulations; it held out the molt
flatiering enccuragement for the improvement of
our youth ; {till it would be highly prepoﬁerous;
repugnant to its interefls as well as obnoxious
to the genius of our government and the Ipi-

rt cf the national confiitution, to allow it to {uper-
fede the neceffity of patromfing {ubordinate femina-
ries, or to abfo:b all public liberality in fupport of

hierary 1miirudion.



It would, thus, be repugnant to its own in-
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tereft, In as much as it muft be on the preparatory

nurferies of ftudents, throughcut the ﬂ'ate; that

its advancing profperity and fucce['s muft depend —
it would be, thus, repugflafxt to the gemus or {pi-
rit of our government, in as. much as 1‘1: could not
be confidered as affording eqnal advantﬁ”ges‘fﬁ all
who, equally, contributed to :ts {upport.”™

WeRrE there rio more than one or two fuch fe-
minaries or colleges eftablifhed in the United States,
then might ours attain a dignified conﬁ:quence,
without much dependence on the partlcular Fate
by which it was endowed. DBut, ﬁnce every ftate
in the unton has been equally liberal in endowmrr
or making proper provifion for, an inftitution of the
fame nature, the fupport of each, as well as the

fubjedts of its wtility and improvement, muft be

derived from that ftate alone to which i1t belongs.

HEexcEe appears the necellity or importance, even
with a view to the intereft of the staTE-coLLeGE,
of proper nurferies, in order to fupply it with a
competent number and conftant fucceflion of ftu-
dents; as well as for promoting and extending the
blefﬂngs of literary knowledge and 1mprovement,

to the gencral body of the community.



[ 1z ]

- Tais view of the fubje&t is earneftly recom-
mended to the attention of the legiflature, -and 2li
who have it, in any degree, 1n their power to be-

come the patrons of Icientific inftruélion,

‘Ox candidly examining into the prefent ftate
of education 1n Maryland, 1t is impoflible not to ob-
ferve, and it 1s done with much regret, that fome
remnant of a former fpirit of religioys prejudice
and partiality ft:ill prevatls. Itis true that, agreeas
bly to the fpirit or genuis of our government, every
particular religious denomination has a well founded
right to eredt fuch particular; private feminaries as
they may cenfider moft confonant with the fpint
of that particular religious fyltem they profefls. It

{hould, however, become a free and enhghtened
pecple, as much as poflible to {eparate the purfuits
cf fcieace and iiterary knowledge from that narrow
reftriction and contracied influence of peculiar religi.

cus opinions ; or ecclefiaftical policies, by which they

ave been, too long, and too generally obftructed,

3278 there 15 no circumitance zan be brought 1n-

by - 1

1

r
&

tovizw, 1a the hiftorv of {cientific improvement,

tast hzsmore retarded its progreft, cor tended to en-

faveioz hoiman mind, than that of admitting any

COL.LINII 7N o exiit between the interefts of aca.

-..orinootulueny and the, too often, partialintg-
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refts of particular religious -bodies. This eorabinas
tion every free republican ftate ought to. break: . On
its diffolution the caufe of genuine .Fec;eralg'fm-._.~;‘as
much as the caule of {cience, ‘ultimately depends:
Difregarded in our publicly endowed fy{tems of edu-
cation it mult more or lefs tend to cherith thofe civil
broils, national prejudices, and religious feuds and
jealoufies that, hitherto, have ftained the hiltoric

page of the otherwife moft enlightened nations on
earth.

LcT it, then, be an efltablifhed principle in all

our patriotic exertions in promoting Academical In-
{tru&tion that, no publicly endowed feminary 1n this
{tate, thall ever be charalterifed as the NURSLING ;

or even diltinguithed by tte appellati.n of any parti-
cular party of religious profeflors,

So far would this, ‘however, be from proving
inimical to liberty of confrience or religious privilege,
that it would rather be dire&inigthem to théir own
proper and exalted {phere, 1t would be freeing from
the partial refltraints of religious {yftéem that which
ought to be uncircumfcribed from all conne&ion with
peculrar tenets ; or fuch habits and modes of think.
ing as have beenimbibed without {tudy or pr’ein:éd'i:
tarion.  As one -great objeét of edication fhould be

to mculcate Jndependence of mind 3 and, confequenta
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ly, an averfion to the embracing of any {pecies of
I{f\bwledg’e, moral, phyﬁéhl'or rélig'idus,*ivithout ex-
amination,' and confequent conviction—So, in ordeér
to provide for thele valuable atrainments, every pub-
lic feminary ought to be ablolutely independent of

all that would militate againft thefe important objelts.
No public literary inftitution can, then, be fuited

to the genuis of the conftitution of this ftate that
would tend either to diffolve, or to eftablith, any pe-
culiar religious principles which may have been im-
prefled on the minds of youth by their parents, or
the religious in{tructors of that particular {ociety or

denomination to which they might belong.

IN nations where peculiar fyftems of religion are
eftablifhed, 1t is with confiftency that the clergy of
thofe national churches are generally preferred as

the guardians, direCtors and teachers of their national

{yltems of Education. But, under our happy con-
{litution, the very great variety of religious denomi-
nations which, in this refpedl, its diverfified citizens
profefs, muft render it excecdinglg 1mproper, partial
and unjuft.

Besipss, it fhould be confidered that, fuch a
partial principle muft be often ruinous in its tendency,
by difcouraging true merit and genius ; as well as in

exciting and cherifhing fuch felfith prejudices and
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invidious lealouﬁes as public edqcatmn qught rather,

to be calculated to. eradicate, than €ncourage or pro-

tf'a-

mOte- S4 s ! NPT FA - ':?.T"f:
.

Pt rfzft};?::‘:.

LEeT, then, the governor; ‘the ‘l‘e’g"iﬂﬁf&fﬁj—"ﬁh&
the enlightened fons of fcience, whether of-the elets
gy or the laity, of every defcription br‘denﬁmiﬂétiibn;
be the only patrons, dire€tors and guardiansof what-
ever feminaries have been, or hereafter may be,pub<
licly patronifed in the {tate of Maryland. "The pecu.
liar propriety of attending to this cpnﬁq&é{tiﬂon; ef.
pecially as it regards a National Univerfity, ‘has beeit
flill farther confidered and recommended ui }cﬁe fub-
fequent effay on that part of the fubje& -

ANOTHER obje&t of équal magmtﬁdé“and i
portance to the {tate, .on the fubjet of édutation’ 'is,

the extent of the plan on which it ouglit~‘to' be con-
duted. With refpe to this it may be ‘obférved, in

the firft place, thatit is very common to" find fpecu-
lative theories abound 'wheré¢ any field-for innovation
or éncoumgemen; pr’efc_-lﬁts”-itfelf. A fafe ?glqﬁde in
determining the merit ot demerit of all fi ili:h'th*cdrie‘s“
may be to examine them by fuch fyftems as have
accomplifhed the greateft préfictentsin literature that
the world hath yet produced. -.. It willibe found: thit-

ancient or modern times have tursifited wery fewins:

P
'
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deed, who arrived at the zenith of literary mterit in
all 1ts various departments, Ey any other plan than
a perfevering fubmiflion to the well direéted .dilcip-
line, and.progreflive improvement o} acaceémical in-

firuction.®

TroucH it be true, that fome who were poflefl-
ed of diftinguifhéd parts and genias may have acquir-
ed the moft ecomprehenfive literary knowledge, even
on a very defiéient, or empirical plan of education 3
yet in fo importarit an obje& to the {tate as public in-
firuftion, that which Has beer well tried and ap-
proved by experience ought not to be rafhly aban-
doned. Itis, furely, entitled toa decided preference

to mere {; peculative theorye.

A remark, tou well foonded, with regard to ‘the
prefent talte for education, apparently mof‘t preva-
léngin this flate i, thata v‘(ery fuperﬁcml and con-—
tFa8ed plan feems to be gaihing ground. "The dlC‘-—
fates ofmtereft or avarice on the one hand; and the
Ritfagieftions of eafe, i‘n‘du]’éenee and voluptuoul-
#els, on threother; appear to incline many to abridge,
55 mucﬁ as poﬂiﬁie, tﬁat path by which alone youth

o grh g,

—l

* Multa wulitifecitque puer; sudavit et alsit
Abstinuit venere et Baccho : qui Pytiua cantat
Jbicea, dedicit prius, extimuitque magistrum.

HOR.
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can be condudted to virtue and fcience. But is it
not tobé feared that this abridgement miay' prevent
many froui ever ehj’ojiﬁ'g*th'efé ‘enetimalile ht‘ciu‘%ﬁ‘-
tions ! Every thmgmoﬂ: 'valuable to ‘the*mental ‘o

corporeal conftitution and happinefs of man #iuft be

the-attainment of long, fteady and perfevermg at-
tention..

.

"To the prevaleuce of a vitiated ta&e, in educatL;
on, OppOﬁte to 'this obfewatmn, it is owing, that
claffical erudition, a few years fince fo llberally pa-
tronifed by many in the molt pollﬂlhd places 1n Ma-
ryland, begms to bc exploded.

In the minds of many who confider themfelves
capable of judging on this fubje&, it has been forc-
ed to relinquith its folid and invaluable advan—
tages for a fmattering in French, and the accomphﬂ)-
ments preparatory for the compting-room. With

many it begins to be an obje& of hlgher 1mportance
to have young malter initiated in the fcience ol a

-f'L

{mart or graceful air ; and all the little arcana of fo-

cial pertnefs and conﬁdence, than i in- the beaunes

of claflical elegance ; or the having formed a proper

talte for literary and fcientific aqcompli,@mants. In

an enlightened and free {tate the Gridces. and Mufes
C
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fhould ever go hand in hand. 'Wherever the:formet

have been honoured with the preterence, there we
may trace that fuperficial and tinfeled national cha-
racter which, in the eye of the ignorant, may affume
a falfe and temporary fplendour; but mufl ever ap-
pear contempuble 1n prefence of that found and laft-

ing polifh which a comprehenfive courfe of well di-
rected education can alone confer.

‘THE former may be decorated with fuch mere-
tricious charms as may eagage the atteniion of the
{uperficial, or the diffolute.—The latter commands
that refpec which is lafting ; and the more it 15 ex-

amined will be the more eftimiated and admired.

Traerr 13 another miftake in education into

v hich, there 1s reafon to apprehend, fome even of
the molt enlightened havefalien. Having before them
the bright example of fome tranfcendent genius who,
untaught by any habits of literary difcipline ; unac-
quainted with the forms or f{yfteins or the {chools,
has, by the diftates of his own vigorous mind, di-
reCted chiefly to fome favourite {tudy, becn enabled
to attain to a higher fphere of excellence in feme de-

partmeants of {cientific knowledge,than thofe who had

been trained up 1n the moft celebrated nurferies of

Icholaftic educatior, fuch have been led to confider
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this as derogatory from the.merit of Academical In-

firuftion, Calculating on one.or two - inftancés: of
this kind, they have commenced. the enthufiaftic: vin.
dications afa.new {yftem.or plauﬁc;,ﬁ' literary-educati-
on.—dduch a plan as would. immediately iJead.:the
fcholar into the knowledge or ftudy of the fciences,
without the ufual atrention either to the ,claflics and
ancient languages : oij even to that elementary pre-
paration, on the due attainment of which the tho-

rough ac'ciuiﬁtion of any {cience muft depend.

SucH theoriits, however, take but a very par-
tial view of the fubjelt. They do not confider -the
valt difference there 1s in the natural endowments of
the human mind, efpeciaily in youth. ‘They do not
refledt that the courfe of education fuited to a great
or uncommon genius would be extremely improper
for youth in general, They forget that *fqme pro-
ceed with a rapidity of progrefs that appears dire&ted
by fomething like infpifation ;—while others are
obliged to adyvance by fuch flow, and alwuoft imper-
ceptlble ﬁ:E‘pS, that their proficiency is {carcely appar-
ent ; and whom it i3 neceﬂary to lead, as it were by
the hand examining every inch of the courfe from

the ﬁmp\e{‘c principles to the moit dificult and ab-
{trufe.
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From. thefe. confiderations it would. certainly
app=ar moft proper, in eftablithing, or extenfively pa-
tronifing,-a liberal fyftem of education, tha: it {hould
be generally adapted to the various natural endow-

menis and genius ot thole who are to be:trained up

by its difcipline. - 3 :

WarLe fuch a fyftem; inftead of 1mpoﬁng re[l
traint, thou'd tend to encourage the ardour of extra-

ordinary genius and application, it thould, at fame

time, provide for the moft fuitable nurture of thofe
of flower growth ; yet equally rifing to fome matu.

1ty 10 improvement and knmﬂedge-.

- Much, it is true, on every plan of hterary in-

ﬂrdctioq, deP._nd:. On d1 c&mg gemus to the pl’Opf‘.l‘

objedt of ‘attainment. But it is certain, that a high-
by diftinguith:id genius will eenerally” find out that
fubject which 1s moft adapted to 1ts mm powers ; and
can fcarcely be confined to any other. "It wﬂl there-
fore, in general, rife fupe'riéf to that more reﬁn&mg
dif-ipline which may be abfolute]y neceffary for thofe
of weaker endowments 3 dnd, conTequently, prmes
that a ceneral fyftem of éducation ought rather to

be adapred to thofe whole parts may be more pro-

perly affigried to mediocrity, than to excellence,

Cout are found to have taken up the opinion
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that: the acquifition of the Greek” and- Latin -fla’fng'ua-
ges 3. themminutize of  their grammars ;' and i d- well
formed tafke for .the beauties of the an cient;elaffical
writers, ‘has a tendency to darip natiral ge’ﬁi‘ué' >per
vert its powers and mifapply ‘its'” atrention:® Tt s,
however, to be apprehended that thi§ oplnlah'ﬁﬁféﬁ

chiefly from the caule already afligned ; togethei'
with the 11I-Judged modes on which education of that

kind has been too generaily -condulted ;—As alio
from t_hat variety of obftructions which theftudent: of

general licerature 1s frequently obliged to ‘encouiiter

from the want of proper opportunities mﬁilmpr Give-

ment ; and not feldom from the neghgencc or.indul-
i

gence of 1 parents orf gumdlans,

It may {afely be prefumed, that no extraordi.
nary genius has ever been injurea by the acguifition:
of an)'r‘ part of knowledge or literature, ptpwided*it
has been lsrbperly condu&ed or inculcated oh Fthc.
mind. Mil-directed in 1ts object 1t may have beens;:
but,* armdft the various departments of literary.ac-
qulﬁtmn, gnd that dwerﬁly of {ubjelfs . opens on

the mmd fI:ICh mlf-dlre&mn tends, frequently, .to

promote the general mtereﬁs of fc1ence.' It is, thus

that each fubje& of human knowledge, becomes, 1n

* See Do@or Rufh’seloquent eulogium on David Rittsghoufe.
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its turn, the favourite obje& of ftudy .and attain.
ment. 1t may probably prevent an individual from
attaining to diftinguthed eminence in fome particu-
lar_b:gaggh or department; yet, admitting a general
fjﬁém of education be adopted, true genius will be
tound to felect, and give a preterence to that fubject
to which it is beft adapted, and in which it 1s moft

likely to become conipicuous.

S1xCE, to a generally enlightened community,

it is of importance that every part of human know-
ledge, whether of the ufeful or ornamental kind,

fhould be patronifed with the foftering hand of libe-

rality and care; it would appear to be the moft pro-
mifing m2an to promote this, that the field for 1n.

telle¢tual improvement, or the efforts of geniue,
thould be left as wide, and as varizated as poflible.
It is only on fuch a foundation that it could be
calculated to afford ample fcope and fuitable dilcips

line to the exceedingly diverfified endowments to
be found in the mental conftitution of the youth of
a whole {tate or nation. ~ To this important confide-
ration on the fubject, as well as to the more diftin.
guthed walks of fcience, fhould the attention be
turned In providing, publicly, for the means, but
efpecially, in the diretion, of a liberal {yltem of lite.

rary educatiom
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IN certain ftages or periods of hurnian fdéiféti; .
as well as in certain local fituations, one method of
eftablithing the means of public inftru&ion may bé
preferable to another, merely on account of being
more peculiarly adapted to that particular period

or fituation in which the flate or community may”

be then placed.

The peculiar circumftances, dnd prefent fitua-
tion, of the {tate of Maryland with regard to edu-*a-
1ion, as in other refpefts, whether in a focml ot local
point of view, mult be beflt known to 1ts govern-.
ment and legiflature. It may, hoWever be obferv-
ed, that 1n every new country, ﬁrmlarly c1rcum-
{tanced, it fhould be no more than juft policy, when

any plan of public patronage, for promotmg public
improvement, 1s contemplated ; and to which the

people are generally called upon to contrlbute, that
the common interelt fhould take the lead.

'i

In providing the means of public education, if
this principle prevail, it ought to excite the ﬁate le-
giflature to attend, partlcularly, to thofe who a're
molt likely to be deprived of the ad'.rantaae of fuch
an inftitution. This view of the fubjeét alfo ﬂ:rongly
corroborates what has been obferved in-behalf of the

propriety of laying the foundation of the fyltem,
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in the eftablifhment of proper or {uitarle.introdaéto-
ry feminaries, rather than inconverting. the greater
part of the public {fupport to:the temporary. advance-.

ment of one or two fchools, or colleges.

THE higheft advantage to be derived by the
fiate. from thefe muft be only-of a partiil natute ;
and confequently mulft fall far fhort: of extending
the means of - proper literary informanon to the
great body of the citizens. But, as has been already
obferved, the intereft, dignity and importance, as
well as the utility or advaatage of [uch feminaries

muft depend, in a great degree, on well -directed

fubordinate {chools or academies. In introducing
youth to a competent knowledge of the fciences, it
has ever been found neceflary to proceed from elémen-
tary principles. Perhaps, in the eftablifhment of a
proper {yflem of fchools for the acquifition of thefe
fciences, a fimilar method i1s equally neceflary.—
Let proper initiating {eminaries be fielt patronifed
and inftituted ; and the neceflity of liberally {upport-
i:ng the {’cate-c_ollegc or univer{lty willnot only be ob-

viated, but, in fome eflential refpells, provided for
and {ecured.

ITisa juft fubje& for public regtet that, for
thefe few years paft, the caufe of education through-
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eut this ftate hasnot progreffed equally with its prof
perity -and rifing profpeéts. In fome of the ‘moft
opulent ficuations, to whatever caufe it may be ow«
ing, the inftitution of well conduéted I'étﬁi‘nafies a:pl:
pears to be lefs attended to than when they’ hiaid Tefs
means of being-liberal. It is true, fome :"laudable

attempts.have been made by parncular religious bo-ﬂ

dies, which'havehad apartial fuccefs ; buf évenf up-

pofing fuch to be free from the dictates of that defér.
ence which all fuch bodies muft ever pay to' ‘thems-

felves and whatever is-under their dire&tion, it,
by no means, can manifelt any proof of the libérality

of our {tate in patronifing education, that fuch par.

ticular bodies of her citizens liave been moft zealous
and. munificient in this refpett.

The tendency of the influential partiality na-
turally infeparable from fuch bodies, has already
been noticed ; and 1s again brought into view, on-
ly to enforce the propriety of afligning the patron-
age and eltablifhment of public inftrution only
to the province of the highelt civil or legiﬂati{re

authority in the ftate, as the alone conftituted

guardian of whatever may promote its general profs
perity and improvement.

D
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. ---Ix" the profecution of the fublequefit " éffay;
the different feminaries calculated to provide for the
{upport of education on a liberal and extenfive plan,
ir is prefumed; may, with equal propriety, be fujred
to one {tate, as to many. The equal difiribution
of the means of imprové?ﬁent 15, certainly, a mofk
defireable obje@. Primary or townthip {chools 3
and county academies appear to be beft calculated
for this purpofe,—and were the minds of the com.

munity as well convinced of the importance of an

uriform eftablifbed {y{tem of national education as

they ought to be, 1t would not be confidered an in-
furmountable expence to introduce and effablilp

fuch in every county of Maryland.

CcuLp the publie mind be fully imprefled with
this truth, that their intere&, their charalter, their
{reedom and their happinels depend on the ftate of
the education of their yauth, furely we fhould wit-
rels no patriotic exertions mare zealouily or gener
rally called forth ; or more munificently fupperted,
than a well digefied fylkem of pubkic education.

\WeRE fuch {chools and academies inffituted in
each county intheftate agreeably to the plan laid down
in the effav, the ftate-collese would {foon be placed

on the moft refpeftable fcundation, at leaft, with
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refpect to the number of its ftudents.. This ftate
alone would produce as many as might afford-full
employment to the moft refpettable body of profefs:

fors. 1t might, probably, require the lapfe .of &
few years ere iuch a {yltem could be fully compleat-

ed; yet if the foundation were well laid either in.
the inftitution of primary fchools or county acade-.

mies, though its progrefs on account of the other
exigencies of the ftate would be flow, it might, by

proper attention, be progrefiing to f{till hicher and
higher maturiry and prefetion. Such afoundation

moft of the neighbouring {tates have already laid;
and thall MARY LAND that has ever been among the

foremoft in whatever concerned the public happi.
nefs, or intereft of the union, be among the /uf in
the divine work of public inftruéion ? No--It is on
the beft authority we are warrantzd in the expelta.-

tion that this fubje& is about to receive that refpecta-
ble attention to which it fo juftly lays claim—that
there 1s none the government or legiflature have more

at heart ; and that an improved extenfion of its ad-

vantages has been, and now'is contemplated.

IT has been owing to this information that I
bave prefumed to addrels your Honourable Body on
this occafion; and fhould confider it as the moft fa-

tisfaltory circumftancein my life, fhould any obfer-
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vations drawn from my long profeflional experience;

he well received and have any, even the {malleft ten-

dency, to turn your attention to this moft import-

ant of all fubjeéts to the happinefs of any people.

Various are the confiderations which fhould

influence you, gentlemen, to an early and effeCtual

attention to this bufinefs.

It has, in every age, been the genuine charac-
teriffic of civil liberty, that under its cherifhing aul-
pices the moft general, if not the moft munificient
encouragement nas been g¢iven to the improvement
of the human mind. Perhaps, in the pofleffion,
and under tne happy adminiftration, even of fuch a
government as that of the UNITED STATES, it

'culd be no bad creterion for (rying the various
{ealz of their civil rizhts and political advantages
wiich may be manifelted in different local fituations
of the Urlon, to afcerrain the degree of attention
paid to the interells of education. Ignarance, more
cisecizlly literary 1gnorance, has ever been the pa-
rent, and itupid nu:de of civil flavery—and in pro-
poruon as this 1znorance prevails, or 1s diflipated,{o

are men, 1 every {izuation, more or lels difpofed ta

[

~fupport the interefts of civil liberty, or political

-

wuk

noppineis.  Ilence 1t has happened, and ever will
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happen, that delpots either in religion.or in politics
have:uniformly fought to maintain their tyrannical
fyltems over the minds of men, by keeping  thole

minds in the gloom of a ftupid, uninformed flate
of ignorance and infenfibility.

WHEREVER we have an opportunity of obferv-
ing any ftate, legiflature or commonwealth ; or even,
any diltinguifhed characters, unfolicitous about the
means of difleminating public inftruétion; there;

we may be aflured, the principles of defpoti{m, and

ambitious encroachment, have taken root.

Ix this place, I cannot refift the fuggeftion that,
from this view of the fubjeé, prefents itlclf to my
mind, of the proprietyand juftice of obferving that,
throughout the hiftory of that public, and moft il-
Jultrious living charaéter which America, or the |
world can now boafl, there has been no trait or fea-
ture in it that has afforded a more convincing proof
of his pure regard for civil liberty ; and its lafting
;:)r immortal exiftence among his fellow-citizens, than

his uniform patronage and liberal encouragement of
public education.

To the mind whole higheft, and moft exquifite
enjoyment is conftituted by the profpeét of the ame.

horating ftate of the improvement and happinefs 'of
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his country and the human race—The laurels of thé
BERO, or the triumphs of the Warrior are but fe.
condary recommendations amidft thofe noble and
difenterefted exertions which a WASEHINGTON
has propoled, fupportéd and recommended to his

country for the eftablithment of national literature

and {cience.

In the eye of philofophy—in the eye of all the

excellent onesof the earth, thefe teftimonies of a
pure, uncorrupted {pirit of patriotifm and republi-
can virtue will live tobreathe their iragrant influence
over the memory of that truly great man, when the
trophies of the field, together with the monument
that 1eccrded them, thro’ the lapfe of ages, fhall

have loft their lulire; or become the mouldering

victims of natural diffolution.

THE 1lluftrious example of fucha charafter is
onc of the greateft bleflings heaven can beftow on
any people, more efpecially in the infantine ftate of
their national government. Is it not then f{erioufly

to be regretted that this moft amiable part of fuch

an example and {uch a charalter thould be the lealt
honoured, applauded or imitated by a {rce and en-

lightened people? Isit not a too manifelt proof
that the predominant pringiple in our public or nas
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tional tafté; as well as in our civil pohcy, has nou

EEEEE

been always diretted to its moft excellent or pralfe-
worthy objet # . Does it not aftord an undemabla
evidence, that there exift otherobjelts more m}l}geﬂlﬁ
tial in calling forth national munificence and P?ﬁ“oi
tic exertions than the interefts of mtelle&ual Jime

BRTRY

provement and the general diffufion of l\nowledgé‘.

By fomé it may be confidered as indulgiig’ too
much in Eutopian ideas, to look for fuch perfeltion
in any ftate as that which would influence it to cqf-
fider no poﬂible neceflity under whichit i may be'la1d

either in peack or war, more powerful or energetlc 1rl
1ts operation than the claims on that nanonal mum&
ficence which would provide for the llbera! gnd | ]u-
dicicus eftablifhment of the general means of intélieci
tual improvement. S

.-i-ll'-‘

THERE appears, however, to be no abfolute
or natural impeflibility in providing for fuch means;
fo as to prevent fuch publi¢ zeal and {pirit being"cal-l;
ed forth in the caufe of virtue, knowledgeé and’ hap—
pinefs. No free country, furely,. ought to defpalr
of feeing the exiftence of fuch a natmnal fp1r1t and
much lefs thould it be negligent in excmﬁg”ana

cailing it forth on all proper occaﬁons. 'lhat this i 1

NPT I
flate which yet exilts among us enly i in the ﬂattermg
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regions-of hope,—That'it is a ftate towhich we até
not fuficently ambitious to atrain, were there ‘not
other proofs every where exhibited, the manner in
which the fubjed of inftituting a National Univerfity
paffed through the great legiflative council of the
naiion, Imay abundantly tefhify.

Is it to the honour of the freeft country on eartli
-—of the-vindicators of that nationdl independence
which never could have originated, much lefs exift:
ed, but from the enlightened independence of the
Pui:ﬁc mind, that the wifdom, philanthropy and pa-
triotifm of that man, ¢ Whe Unites all Hearts,”’ has
never been treated even with the appearance of dif.

refped, fave in his liberal endeavours to cherith in-

to maturity and perfetion the all important obja& of
an uniform nagonal education?

BuT to retura to what is more particularly ap-
phcable to the ftateof educationn Maryland,—Some
confiderations flill remain which may merit the at-

tention of her legiflators.

In the firft place,—It might be ufeful if the le:
giftature would, periodically, at the end of every

two years, adopt fome method of enquiring into the

ftate of fuch feminaries as are already inftituted—E¢i-

ther by fome perfon appointed to infpett them, or
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by a returned report-from their truftees of “vifitdrs;:

which report fhould be publithed for the inffeion
of the ftate. '

G V3R
. , ity 1’:1 A
SucH 2 meafure would be falutary on many ac-

counts. The legiflature would thus 'afcé'i"tqﬁ;l’“iﬁ

what refpecs they chielly required their’ patrmfagc
or aid ; and conlequently be prepﬁrﬂec'l' for fupplyli:n,g
them in what they were deficient ; or -encouraging

them if liberally founded and conduéted.

A propér inveftigation thould alfo be made, in~
to the ftate of literary education in each diﬁrig& or

: - . SR O LA
county, in order to alcertain where it mlgglt i)‘qrqp_ft
* Y, l-'-“"

proper to form fome inftitutions, provided no genes
ral fyffem could be yet adopted over all the ftate,

IT is highly worthy of the moft mature deliber-
ation of the legiflature whether it would not be bet-

ter to difpofe of whatever pecuniary aids or endow-

ments they are enabled to grant in affixing certain
{alaries for teachers or profeflors of approved merit in
Tuch fituations as required them, than to expend thofe
grants in providing buildings and .accommoditions,
It 1s prefumed that the adjoining inhabitants: of the
townthip or county might provide a .proper houfe

fuited to their circumftances or refources. ; and that
j DN
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it would be found to terminate highly tothe inter-
éft of*ed:ucation, if the legiflature would confer the_ii;
g%aﬁt*tsioﬁ fuch teachers, and Such only, as {hould be
certified to have merited them by perfevering ufeful-

nels in their profcﬂion

" WiTHoUT attending to this, confiderable fums
may be expended by the Rate m erefting proper
buildings for fchools and academies, and afterwards
thele remain as ulelefs piles for want of proper
teachers to occupy them. But were ccrtam, fixed

falaries to be paid by the leglﬂature, tutors “of ap-

proved merit would be eafily procured ; and there
are few fituations in the {tate where they would not
be able to raife a {uitable houfe for the education of
their children, fo being they had, afterwards, fome

public aid and encouragement in procuring and [up-

porting a tutor of abilities and reputation.

It 1s not to be inferred from what has been
here obferved, that the legifiature thould provide an
adequate falary or fupport for the teacher or teach-

ers in each of the county feminaries, or primary
fchools. It 1scontemplated, that fuch a fum only,
fhould be granted by thc‘aﬁembly as, together with

a2 moderate price for the annual \uition of each ftu-
centy would erable the county o townfhip to pro-
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eure and employ inftru&ors of the firft reputations
This, the legifliture may affure themfelves, is an
objeét of the highelt moment to the intereﬁ's"ﬁofpub-

lic inftru&ion.— Even fuperior to the provxdmg of
fuitable buildings and accomodations, however

conveniently fituated; or judicioufly and hﬁerally
defigned or executed, o

IT teo often happens that tutors or ﬁf&fé‘ﬂﬁfs
are not only approved by prejudice, intereft,’ 01' ca-
price ; but alfo corrupted by placing their ‘emolu-
ment on {uch a foundation, 'as to render thém‘, in a:
great mealure, Independent of their prdféﬂféﬂﬁ'l in-
dufiry and exertions. = Every inftitution fd"lcjirrc"lirﬁ-
ftanced, with refpect to its” profeffors, is defe&we.

But a moderate patronage from the public, 028 not
to place the teachers independent on profeffional

charatter would have a happy effe&t. It would re-
leive their minds from thofe anxieties which arife
from pecuniary embarrafiment ; and at the fame time,
coulad afford no effe€tual check to application and di-

ligence. -

IN order to reduce thefe obfervations to fome
more “practicable form, it may be nece[fary at pre-

{gnt to add only the Pollowmg pal'thllIJIB

SHoULD the Ieg1ﬂature find themfelves enabled



P 36 ]

to afford general and effectual. aid; let, in the frft
place, fome fuitable annual falary be oftered to each
county or Miltri& 2hat may bave certified 1> them, that
they have ereted a proper building for a county
fchool or academy, fhould the affembly think fuch
{eminaries fufhicient for the prefent—or if they pre-
ier two or three townfhip {chools in each county, a
{uitable falary for the teachers of thofe fchools,
It would, however, be proper that the legiflature
fhould require from thole to whom they made [uch
grants, that they fhould provide thole buildings,
whether for a countyacademy, or townfhip ichools,
on a plan to be directed by the committee of the af-
fembly on the fubjet of education.

WaeN it has been certified to the legiflature,
that fuch houfes or buildings have been compleat.
ed, acreeably to their adt for that purpole,—leta
comoetent number of truftees or vifitors be 1ncor-

porated by act of aflembly for each of thole acade-
mizs, or {chools. The bulinefs of thole vifitors

faould be to “upecrintend diligently and regularly

the conduct and progrefs of the inftitution ;—and
i3 be the recaivers of the annual falary from the

Jeziflature ia behalf of fuch tutors or malters, and

iach orly, as under their particular infpection had



L 37 ]

freadily, ably and fauhfully difcharged - the impor-
tant trult repoled 1n them.

IT fhould alfo be pravided by the fime ad,
that the mafter or reCtor of the county aca'de"ﬁiy' be,
ex officio, a trultee during iricumbency;—-ﬁild' it
would be found ne léfs neceffary, if pfdﬁiféilf; that
the atfembly fhould require fome perial‘ re:l'ponﬁBiE;
ty from all fuch truftees or vifitors, when found
deficient in fo important and facred a truft, 'thrdugﬁ
careteflnefs or negle. .

To enlure fuccefs and profperity to any general

plan, the public mind ought to be prepared for 1its
favourable reception ; otherwife, however corrett in

theory, difficulties will embarrafs its advancement.
Heretofore any attempts at fuch a plan have failed ;
owing probably to a with of having fuch a fyftem as
would diffule the fame advantages to all the counties

in the {tate at the fame time, even though few of
them had difcovered an equally laudable zeal to be

among the firft in promoting theintereft of literature.

It muft furely be the duty of every enlightened legifl-
Jature to cherifh and call forth the emulation of the.

public to whatever may promote the happinefs of the

{tate. On this principle, then, fhould the affembly
patronife fuch {eminaries as have been already eftab-
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fithed ; and commit themfelves by a public notificas
tion that whenever the inhabitants of any county
fhould ere& fuitable buildings for a ichaol or acade.
my, on 2 liberal foundation, the government fhould
lend the public aid to the promotion of its profperi-
ty and {fupport. This could not fail to excite a ipi-
rit of emulaton among the literary of each county,
and the {tate might {pon have the happinefs of fee-
ing educatjon generally encouraged without any of
thofe murmurs which are commonly the confequence

of compulfory plans.

SHOULD it {til] be afked, why ought one coun-
ty to draw money, through the medivm of patron.-

age, from the public treafury in preference to ano-
ther ! On this principle it might be juftly replied,
in order that they, too, fhould be entitled to all the

advantages cf the {ame preference as foon as it had

been merited by fimilar liberality and exertions.

Ix the eftablifbment of any {yftem for the public
good, 1t muft partake of fome fhare of culpability
not to provide, as far as poflible, for that which may
prove areparaticn to the greateft deficiency. To
this 1t 15 hoped the legiflature fo foon as they take
up this fubject, will pay that attention which it mie-
rits,  For this reafon it kas been here repeatedly
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urged as of the firft importance. Vo fuch as allow
themfelves to examine into the prefent ﬂate of edu.-
cation in Maryland, I think there hard,ly can cxlﬁ a
doubt, but that the great defideratum is, thc procuf-
ing of a competent number of well quahﬁed inftruc-
tors.  As already obferved, there are few, 1f any;
counties in the flate incompetent to the expence of
ere&ting fuitable buildings, provided t:he} are once
properly imprefled with the advantage aﬁd‘ n‘ecéﬁity
of fuch inftitutions—But a powerful eficentive to

i*-.l

this impreflion would certainly be the aid of the le-

giflature in procuring, encouraging and" fupportmg

viell qualified teachers.: \The mere fame or reputa-
tion of fuch hiberality'in our legifiatare Wwould in-
duce profeffors of reputation to. refort ‘to 'Mary:.
“land as the literary patronefs of fcience, virtue ‘and

talents,

* -

SHoULD the legiflature prefer oﬁe;ihé their fu;;-
port on {uch voluntary terms to thé feveral counties
that fhould apply for it, it is -prefumed that proper
and {eafonable aid afforded to the forward, tbgcthe}
with the manifeft advantages derived from it, might
more effeCtually operate in exciting fuch as were
tardy in the bufinefs, than any pecuniary grant con-
fered previous to their being fully imprefled with

the neceflity or importance of fuch am' inftitution;
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{o as to make, in its behalf, equally liberal exerti-

ons with their neighbours.

It might be enjoined on the juftices of the fe-
veral county courts, where any endowed fchool or

feminary was eftablifhed, to give in charge to the
grand jury fuch parts of that law which impoled a

penalty on any perfon or perfons who refufed or

negleCted to purfue 1be dire@ions of the fame ; and

that highly 1mportant truft, for the faithful execu-
tion of which they had been incorporated.

THe legiflature mult be beft able to judge whe
ther 1t be moft fuitable to the genius of the confti
tution of the ftate, and its prefent circumfitances,
1n every point of view, to di{pofe of anv contemplat-
ed aid on the above voluntary terms on the part of

the different counties ; or to provide for an eftabli(h-
ment by an obligatory act upon all.

Ir appears, that the aflembly of the ftate of
Virginia, by their late provifionary aét, in behalf of
public education, have not left it to the option of the

counties to ereft the proper buildings for carrying
their planinto effe@t. Each couaty is thereby obli-

gated to have them prepared in a given time.

TuaoucH there be every reafon to believe that

the general body of the citizens of this ftate, may



be as fenfibly imprefled with the mceﬂitjr and 1m-
portance of fome public exertions being made by
them in behalf of education, 3s thele of any other
part of the Union j yet it is obvious, that obligato-
ry afls are two often neccllary, in order to provide
again{t that procrafltinating difpofition, -which fre-
quently retards many from exerting -themfelves;
in behalf even of that which they may have much

at Deart.

LecisLATivE ald, on this plan, whether the
county academies, or the'primary {chools be, firft,

preferred, would mnot intetteré, or be ihconfiftent
with, the {yftem of public -education laid down in
the {ubfequent eflay, fhould it or any fimilar -uni-

form national inttitution bey, at a more favourable

future period, eltablithed by the UniTeEp STATES.

Tuere is, indeed. but too litfle ground for
being {o fanguine as to expelt fuch a fyftem can

completely be adopted beiore we arrive at 2 more

ceneral, as well as more advanced ftage of progref-

{ive imgr/ovement than we can boaft at preient.
pr 4 ﬂﬂfw .
Any academies, however, towards it, fhould be
N

confidered not only highly conducive to the’honour,

intereflt and happinefs of this or any particular ftate

F
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that patronifed them; but allo to the general wel-
fare and profperity of the union.

SucH, Gentlemen, are the few introdultory
oblervations 1 have prefumed, with due deference,
to lay before your honourable body ir particular,
and the public in general,--Though confcioulnefs
of their great imperfection and deficiency fhould,

perhaps, have di¢tated the prudence and propriety of

leaving a {ubjeé of {o much importance to greater

anc more refpeétable abiliiies; yet, in a caule like
this, Itrufll even a mite will be well received ;—As
it 1s conceived to be the duty of every man who is
1n poilzflion of even a mite, to pay it into the public
{tock of information on whatever concerns the ad-

vancement of the profperity or improvement of that
community 12 wiich he exifts.

IT has not been attempted, either in this
addrefs, or the fubfequent eflay, to introduce any
lengthened declamation on the pall, prefent or fu-
ture advantages of public education to any commu-
nity. This, itistrue, might have prefented a more
ipacious and flowery field. Had it been the defign
ci the writer to dwell upon fuch views of the fub-

A

iect 1t might, it is true, have exhibited {cenes that

would have entertained thofe who read from no
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other motive than the momentary enjoyment of OTae
tifying their fancy or their talte. Such muft be
highly difappointed, then, who have expelted any

fuch amufement amidft the dry arrangement of di-
dactic {yltems.

To you, Gentlemen, and the enlightencd part
of the public, this might jufily have been conceived
as little fuperior to a fpecies of infult.  To have
dwelt on the national advantages of national educa-
tion, in the prefent enlightened age of the world,
would appear like an eulogium on the benefiis of the
light of the fun to the {olar {yltem. It would only

be recalliny to your view and memory all the moft

eloquent and fplendid encomiums of the ableft writ-
ers, moft {fublime geniufes, and enlightened philofo-
phers who have diffufed the rays of literary illumi.

nation over the ancient or modern world.

In the prefent eventtul periodin the hiftory of
covernments aud nations ; while, on the one hand,
powerful combinations have been formed to lay the
axe to the root of the tree of ciwil liberty, by its
cld and hereditary enemies ;—and on the other,

wiile fome of thale revolutisnary nations who avow-
ed themfelves its champions and advocates, 1 be-

half of themfelves and others, appear to be aflum.
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107 it, only as a clozk for encroact.ment, pluncer

whiie the free and inde-

ana feif azzrandizement;

o

pendent genius of our gm*ernment has been, alter-
nately, threatened by thole convuifive aflailants ;—
Bz it the glory or the legiflators of Maryland, and
united Columbia, to be equally emplioyed in defend-
10g her againit the menacing fhafts of foreign de-
fpotifm or wild ambiiion ;—and in patronifing what-
ever internal regulailons or difciphine may be condu-
cive to the improvement, profpefit}', happinefs and

i \...Lr.l.t\ ot all her cmzan....

Uxper the direction and all-powerful protec-
tion of that Being, who s the ineffable fource of

ail knowledge, exceilence and happinefs, attainable
bv man, in the prefent progrefiive ftage of his im-
provement that all your dcliberations, In that ex-
cinplary fplere to which they have been railed, may
i.ad to premote all that can render your country

Lichiy dignified amidft the moit free, happy and en-

e

llgmened nations of the earth, 1s, Gentlemen, the
fcere and fervent prayver of your molt devoted,
noet obodiont, and very humble

Servant,

SAMULEL KNOX.
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ji 1{E American Philofophical Society offered
laft year, among other premiums, one of an hun-
dred dollars ‘¢ for the belt Syftem of liberal Educa-
tion and literary inflirution, adapted to the genius
of the Government of the United States ; compre-
hending alfo a plan for inftituting and condutting
public {chiools in this country, on principles of the
maoft cxtenfive utility’—They referved to them-
fcives, however, the right of giving, in all cafes, {fuch
part only of any premium propoled, as the per-
farmance thould be adjudged to deferve; or of with-
holding the whole, if 1t fliould appear to have no
merit above what may have been before publifhed on
the fubject. But candidates were aflured that the
soctety would always judoe liberally of their {everal

cl1ims.



s (0 ) &

V ar1ous communications having, in confequence,
been received, the Society, ata {tated meeting, held
on the 15th of December, 1797, proceeded to the
adjudication of the premium. A'though none of
the Syftems of Education then under review appear-
ed to them fo well adapted to the prelent ftate of
Society in this ccuntry, as could be withed; yet
confidering the fuperior ment ot two of the perfor-
mances, the one entitled, ¢ An Lflay on Educati-
on;” the other, ¢ Remuirks on r.ducation : lluftrat-
“ing the clofe conneclion between Virtue and wif-
«“dom: 1o wkich is annexed, a {yftun of liberal
Education ;”” the Soctety adjudged to each of the
authors a premium of 50 doilars, and ordered the
Eflays to be publifhed. Oa opening the {euled
letters accompanying thefe performaiices, it appear-
ed that the former was written by the Rev. SAMUEL
KNOX, ¢f Bladenfburg, Marylind ; and the latter
by SAMULL H. SMITR of £ biladelpbia.

Fatrall fram the minutes.

JON.ATHAN WILLIAMS,

On: of the Secretaries.
Philadelphia, December 15th, 1797.
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To the attention of the AMErICAN PHILOSOTPIICAL
DOCIETY, the enlightened, impartial and patriotic
patrons of literature and {cience, the following
eflay is mol(t refpe&fully fubmitted—founding 1its
chief claim to their notice, not on any fection
or part of it, {eparately confidered, but on the
whole as an entire, general, uniform, national
plan—accomodated not only to future improves-
ment 1n the {ciences, but allo preferving what

hath already been fo liberally done in behalf of

public education by the UNiTED STATEs of
AMERICA,
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Eﬁy on Education.

Se@ion Firft.

Fuerit argumentum, quod in pueris elucet spes plux

itmorum: quz cum emariiur zrate, manifeftum eft non natu-
ram defeciffe, sed curam. —e

Quint. Inft.

_EﬁﬁéATIDN is the tra;ining up of the human
mind by the acquifition of {ciences calculated to
exiend its knowledge and promote its improvement.
According to the attention paid to it, and the plan
on which it is conducted, it becomes more or lefs
ufeful to fociety, but feldom fzuls to improve and cle-

vate the powers of the mind abuve their. natural {tates

THoUGH. we have been eminently endowed by
the great Author of our exiftence with a ftructure

of body and foul fuperior to all other animals ; yet

experience evidently manifefts that, without the aid
G
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of “educatiotl, comitiflicated by {dirle |
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other, mankind, inftead of improving their mental

faculties, too foon degenerate to a ftate of deplora-
ble ignorance ; and evidently below that degree of
dignity afligned them in the fcale of exiftence, amidft
the works of God. o

For a confirmation of this truth, were any

necellary, we have only to obferve the uninftruéted
condu& of human life where grofs 1gnorance and
barbariim prevaill. As the diamond 1n the mine
contra@s an Incruftation of drofs; {o doth the
mind of man, when unenlightened by inftru&ion,
or atts of refinement. It would require confiderable
progrels in education, to be able even to defcribe
the differénce between 'the mind of ‘an Efquimaux
Indian and the late Bepjamin Franklin’s; . or be-

tween that of an-Hottentot and-Sir I{zaac¢ Newton’s.

It may dot reqmre however, much explana-

tion to delineate its advantages to mankmd in gene-
ral ; the moft iguorant are 1n fome degree fe_nﬁble
of thefe, and are often heard to regret the want of

means of education ‘or improvement.

THuE natur... of our conﬁztutmu of mind ap-
JEATs to be fuch, l’hnt our progrefs in Lno{ﬂedlgc

or icience depends, in a great meafure, on our ex-



[ 5t ]

ertions for that purpofe, . Qur improvgm¢n; com-
mences , when the firt prmmpl,cs of educatlon arG

et ™

iiiiii

impreffed upon the mind ; and the progeflive, pro-
ficiency we make affords the mo‘l reﬁl???l“h?pph

nels we can poflibly epjoy in our prejent, ﬁa*e,
‘The neceffary application and .induftry ..whlch a
proper courfe of education requires are no dlmmu-

tion of this happlnefs more ef pecially whcn we cog-

fider thatthe degree of our knowledge and Ilterary

o
acqmﬁtmns {o much dependa on dlhgence and ex-

erfion.

4

‘FromMm conﬁdermg the varmus facuhles of the
human mind, 1twould appear that s great author‘
had formed it for a progreflive courfe of improve.
ment. Even in theinfantine flate curlolity prompts‘

and that earnefily, to inquiry and know}egl} ge .~

The external fenfes are {o many mlets to the trea-

fures of the mind ; and are in every refpc& (uited,

to its moft ardent refearchcg, its moft induftrious ap-
pl‘icationa‘

T 1 & {everal faculties of the mind, apprehenti-
on, perception, reafon, jadgment and memory,are
all envigorated and improved by exercife. lo-
deed it is only by habits of application and ‘exerti-
an that their ftrength or value can be rendered
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émfﬁeﬁﬁy'coﬁfpiéuoﬁ:s or ferviceable. S;uhch edu-
¢ation or difcipline as nﬁy be moft conducive to
this ‘effe@ thould be moft highly efteemed and dili-
gently cultivated. To ‘negle& the cultivation of
thefe powers, is to negle& what conflitutes man’s
higheft dignity; and to enlarge or impower them
1s to promote not only his beft interefts, but alfa
bis higheft happinefs as a rational and intelligent
being. '

Ox the fubje&t of litérary improvement the
enlargement of the powers of the mind is often too
little regardeci is an obje& of importance. ‘The
acquifition ef a few ufeful or ornamrental arts and
fciences i1s confidered as indifpenfible; while atthe:
fame time little account is made, by many, of the:
high advantage the mind receives, from enlarging
the ftock of 1ts 1deas; from acquiring habits of at-
tention, and bewng conftantly exercifed 1n inventi-.

on, reafoning, memory aad reflection.

It is then the defign of a liberal courfe of edu-
cation to call forth all the latent powers of theé hu-
man mind, to give exertion to natural genius, to
dirc&t the povers of tafte and critici{m, and to re-
fine and pclifh, 23 well as to exercife, {ftrenghten

znd dired,the whole economy of the mental {yftem.
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Bu T the various operations of the mind, how;
ever well arranged, combined and éi:cﬂedn would
lofe the moft important part. of their .eflicacy or
utility, but for the organs and powers of expreﬁion.
by which they are communicated; and by whlch

they, recipracally, receive and convey add itional

augmentations of knowlcdge through varwus chan-

nels of mformation.

Haxce the importance of ftudying language,
not ouly as it is the great bond of human fociety,

but more efpecially as the vehicle of inftrultion
and -mutual communication.

H ap there never been more than one uniform
language among men, it might poflibly have much’
facilitated the means of acquiring knowledge; yet
1: may be doubted whether in that cafe the ftock of
human knowledge would have been as extenfive
as it is at prefent. It is true that were the attention
confined to one language, it would acquire a more
compleat knowledge of it than of one derived from
a plurality of languages ; but it may be readily con-
ceived that the copioulnefs of any modern language
has been owing to a diverfity of languages and con-
fequcntly the more complchenﬁve, coplous and

cnriched any language hath become, fo much th"‘
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better.is its acquifion caleulated to -enlarge our

ftock of ideas, and our knowledge of vartous kinds.

As an introdudtion to the arts and {ciences the
maft approved litcrary éifcipliue bath prelcribed,
with great propriety, an early attention to the gram-
matical and critical knowledge of thofe languages

to which the vernacular 15 moft tndebted, and In
wlich 2!{o the moft renowned philofophers, hifto-
rians, poets and men of letters, have written and

recorded the fruits of their ftudies.

A x artention to the proper acquifition even of any
one language 1s of itlelf no incoafiderable courfe of
f:rogrefﬁve 1improvement 1n knowledge, and during
the vears of childhood is, certaialy, the beft fy-
fiem of literary infiru&ion, whether we view 1t
with refpet to the enlargement of the mental pow-
ers,or the 2t:ainment of fuchknowledge as is {nited

tothe teader age, that could pollibly be culiivated.

Dt rivc the childbood of life the faculties of
the mind have not attained fufhcient vigour or ma-
turity for the acquinition of the higher departments
of literature, or a clofe inveftigation of the more
atfirufe {ciences. Durning this perlod, therefore, the

{tudy of {peech or language is not only the beft fuit-
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ed to this- ftate; but is'alfo moft proper 2§ a’pﬂepﬁ‘-

ration for: fc1entlﬁca1mprovement ey b et

Tue ftady and therough kiowledgecof the na-
tive: language-ouglit to!be‘the: leadmg cbﬁﬁﬂfrati‘o‘ﬂ""
and: to thofe whofe views or profeﬂidns afehiot: t6 be
dependent on -the higheft degree of tliterf“at‘-j éruditi‘i

“that language well aequlred may férve every

nece{l‘ar}" Purpofe_ Vot A ; ,-:1 1” “ ~{,_"r‘;.g

l{'l‘ -” t .IJ,.E "',L, J'T "ll

" But without a proper knowledge of the leilrn-
a3 R v e WETOME) DU
ed languages from which fo confiderable a fhare of

ours-is derived, it is impofiible s it can bejacqmred

in the hlgheﬂ: degree of perfe&mn. The’ mere com-
paritig or contrafting of two languages together mu.fl;

afford confiderable 1 lmpmvement to the mind.. . But
the chief advantage, perhaps, which it denves theres
from, confifts in the exercife of its varmus powers m
tranflating from one language to another and con.

fequently in fele&mg and applying the moft proper
and fuitable words and phrafes for exprefling the

meaning or fpirit of the author. - Tafte,- memory
and . reflle@tion are -all employed: in .;‘-thia exercife,
which from its'nature -cannot fail;*'if fprdiie:‘lyidii'e&;
ed, to acquire the moft general -and eéxtenfive kﬁcw—
ledge of the language.. R LM

IT is a hackneyed argument by many agamﬂ: a
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claffical education, that all the authors in the dead

languages, of any eminence, have been tranflated

into Enghih, and confequently that the {cholar’s
time has been ill applied in tranflating what has been
already done to his hand. Such, however muft
neither have attended to thefe confiderations, nor
duly ‘weighed the advantages which the tender mind

receives by fuch exercifes, as well with regard to

things as words, and that too at an age not well

adapted to more arduous literary {tudies.

INDEED 1n the very pronunciation and phrafe-

olcgy of our language the ingenious mind, prone

to literary acquifitions and refearches, could not be
fatisfied without fome knowledge of the original

languages. Let a youth, never introduced to any
knowledge of Latin, be afked, why his colleftion of
books 1s ftyled a /ibrary ? and-the anfwer, it 1s pre-

fumed, will amply juftify this obfervation;

CoxsiDERATIONS, however, of much higher
importance may manifeft the impropriety of exclud-
ing the ftudy of the Latin and Greek languages
from a {yftem of liberal and polite education. ~ It is
only from the {tudy of thefe and other languages that
the improvement of our own language can be pro-

moted by attending to the principles ¢f univerfal
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grammar; and the confequent enlargement of the

mind from {uch literary views.

In painting and ftatuary, it has Been confider-
ed an advantage of the higheft confequence with all
thofe who have a view to excellence to have ftudi-
ed the moft exquifite models of the ancient {chools.
In the {tru&ure and various compofitions in our
language, muft it not alfo be equally advantageoﬁs
and inmaportant to have laid before us the moft finifh-
ed produttione of antiquity, whether of rhetoricians,
and orators, or philofophers, hiftorians gund poets ?
From this view then it is not merely language that
is to be taken into account; but allo the various
information the mind receives; and:the pefinement

of our powers of tafte and criticilm in every various

{pecies of compelfition.

A mind excrciled and improvéd by fuch learn-
ing muft be much better gqualified and prepared for
the fludy of the arts and {ciences than that whofe
powers have never been called forth by habits of ex-
ertion, or ftrengthened by affiduity and application:
As moft of the fciences and efpecially their elements

were originally written in the Greek or Roman lan-

guages, -it mult certainly tend to aflift and enlighten
H
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the mind of the learner to be acquainted radically
with the technical terms of that art; or the princi-
ples cf that {cience which is the fubjelt of his ftudy.

CouLDp the indulgence of parents permit them
to corfine the attention of ycuth at an age fuffici-
ently early, there could not be fo much objeftion

made as there commonly is againft the acquifition of
the Greek and Latin claflics.

Ix many parts of this country, owing either to
want of proper feminaries of inftruttion; to the

miftaken fond indulgence of parents; or to both,

vouth have the greateft part of their education to
acquirs when it ought to be nearly compleated. Un-

der fuch circumftances little folid improvement of
any kind can be gained. A few ufeful gleanings
may be collected from the fields of {cience; but the

great and 1important purpofes of a liberal and exten-

five courf{e of education mult, in a great meafure,
be defeated. Indeed notling can be more hoftile
in any country to the interelts of the education of

youth than the pampered treatment and unprudent

fondnefs of luxurious and indulgent parents. A
1 !l & w [ a
pubiic, patriotic or general {enie of the 1mportance

of education may Jzad to the efiabhifliment of proper

feminaries, and fuggeft plans or {yftems of inftruc-
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tion; but unlefs thefe laudable inftitutions be fecond-

ed by the wife and well dire&ted authority of parents

and guardians, much of their real and general ad-

vantage muft be loft to the community.

Sedétion Second.

ON THE QUESTION, WHETHER PUBLIC BE PRE-

FERABLE TO PRIVATE EDUCATION.

Mens in secretis aut languescit; aut contra tumescit
inani persuasione

@int. Inft.

CONVINCED of the great advantage and impor-
tance of education, in proportion as any nation or
fociety, of which we have any knowledge from hi-
{torical records, improved in the arts of civilization
and refinement, fo have they been forward in en-

couraging and patronifing {eminaries of learning and
{yllems of literary inftru&ion, The enlightened
part of the ancient world were no lefs fenfible of
the great advantages of public education,. than thole
of the fame delcription in the modern. And though
they fomstimes encouraged private tuition; yet we
hnd from the reputation of the famous academy at

Athens, that public education was molt approved,
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Many are the illufirious characters of antiquity that
bear witnefs to the truth of this obfervation. Molk
of thofe, 1ndeed, who, at any period of the world,

have made a figure in literature, acquired their
knowledge under the diretion of fome academical

inftitution.  The juftly celebrated Cicero, was o
conicious of the advantage to be acquired at Athens,
that he {ent his {on there to compleat his {tudics;

though 1t 1s probable, that, at that time, Rome was

not deficient in the means of private literary in-

ftruction.

IN modern times, alfo, we find few of thofe
who niave diftinguifhed themfielves in the higher
walks of {cicnce, but have been educated on {ome

fmiler plan. Indeed, the fuperior advantages of
academical education are {ufnciently obvious. As
they bid faureft for being furnithed with tutois or

profefiors of the moft general approved merit; and
in whofe abilities and charater the greatelt confi-

aence

b=y

nay be renofed; they, thus, prevent the {tu-

dent from being expofed to the pedantic caprice of

any tutor, whom chance, favour or neceflity may

nave thrown ip his way.

Tx {uch inflitutions, alfo, the means and appara-
1ut for acquiring a competent knowledge of the arts

«nd {ciences, may be fuppofed to be more liberal and
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extecfive, than could be expelted, or indeed. .ob-

tained in a domeftic or private fituation.

Ep ucarioy would diffufe its happy influence

to a very contraled extent, indeed, were there no
public fchools or univerfites eﬂabliﬂwﬂ*ﬁy nati-

onal or public encouragement.

INDEPENDENT of thefe important confidera-
rwons, emuliation, which hath fo powerful an inflo-
cnce on the human mind, efpecially in the feafon
of youth, would lofe its effets in promoting 1m-
provement, and the, love of excellence, on any
other plan than that of the academical. Indeed

this confideration alone ought to be fufficiently de-

cilive in 1ts favour.

Lov g ofexcellence predominates inevery un-

corrupted youthful breaft ; and where this principle
is underthe conduét of impartial and fkilful direc-

tors, itis obferved to have the happieft effeéis in
promoting that intenfity of application and perfever-
ing induftry, which the more abftrufe and arduous

departments of fcience neceflarily require,

GRr anNTING that fomething refembling emula-

tion may be excited even on a private plan of edu-

cation, yet it is manifeft that the great variety of
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abilities and genins which the univerfity or acade-
my exhibits muft afford a much greater ficld for com-
petition ; as well as {fuch public and flattering prof-
pe@e of reward as are the principal mncitements to

a land-ble emulation and love of excelience.

IT is commonly obferved, and perhaps, with
fome fhare of juftice, that the man of the world has,
in many rcipeds, the advantage of the mere {cholar;

and that though a locg and clofe attention to books

and {tedy may render him mafter of arts and fa-
ceces ; yet be may fhill remain ignorant of many
accomplifiiments, without which it s fearce pofii-
ble to pafs through the world with fafcty, fatisfac-
tion or aavantage. This 1s obvjouily the efledt of
the {cholar’s baving his mind or idcas habiivally ap.
pited to the fame objedls; andir 1s undemable that
this confequence of a clofe application to literary

cquifition may be much more effc(tually checked
or prevenied by a courfe of public, than private
education. That diverfity of charalter and varie-
ty of mancersand condudt, rogetber with other ob-
fervaticns, which the former affords, tends, in a
hizh deeree, to wear off that ftudious and ankward
alt which is apt 10 be rather confirmed than dimi-

nithed bv the latier.



L 63 |
ANoTHER argument 1n favour of an acade-

mical education 1s, that fuch as are mtored In pri-

vate are apt to form too high an opinion of their
own attainments or abilities. meg to the want
of a1 opportunity of obferving the abilities or exer-
tions of others, it is eafy to conceive that fuch may

moft probably be the confequence of that mode of

inftru&tion. It is but juft to obferve that to this .
caufe we way afhgn that arrogance, pedantry, dog-

mati{fm and conceit that too often difgrace the {cho-
lar, who, without rivalfhip or competition, hath

been accuflomed to liften only to his own praife.

Tue academic {chool has, alfo, the peculiar
means of affording youth an opportunity of form-
ing fuch friendfhips and conne@ions as often in a
literary and interefted view contribute eminently to

their future profperity and happinefs- In that fea-
fon, the youthful breaft glowing with every gener-
ous, friendly and benevolent fecling is generally
moft attached to thofe who difcover the fane ami-
able qualities and difpofition. Hecnce friendfhips
have been formed and cemented, which o cir-
cumftance or accident, during their future lives,
could intirely diffolve. The flory of the two Wef.-

minfter fcholars, in the civil war betwecen Charles

the firlt of England and the parhamevt is well

f-mown.
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I 1s true that many obje&t to public plans of

education, becaufe that from their fituation in pe-

pulous towns, and the various complexion of the

many ftudents who attend, Opportumuea are there-
by given for corruption, by {cenes of vice and ex-

amples of debauchery.

IT may with equal truth, however, be replied
to this that, there are few domeflic fituations fo pri-
vate as not 10 admit of ground for the fame objedli-
ons. The fir® of thefe, as far as fituation 1s con-
cerned might be eallly remedied—DBut 1t requires
no verv elaborate proof to manifeft that the moft
dangerous temrptations to vice more effeltually fuc-
ceed in the private and retired fhades of bad exam-
ple, and domeftic iandulgence, than in the focial

{cene, baftling croud or public allfembly.

ANoTHER objetion to an academical plan of

eduacation, has been fuggefted, on account of the

divifion that mull neceflarily take place 1a the at-
tention of the tutors or profefiors, from the great

number of fiudents that may be under their care.
But it has been already thewn that in faithtul and
fkilful hands this may rather tend to forward their
proficiency than otherwife. The partial abufe of

any fyfiem by one or more 1ndividuals ought cer-
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tathly to bi"ihg no difcredit to the plari or 1inftituti:
on; neither ought it, in jultice, to furniflr any ar-

gument againft 1ts merit, or even excellence.

THE celebrated Locke himfelf nq'tl .*;C;’{C(:Ptf:'.d,
we find very few who have artempted to offer any
plaufible objections to a publié education ; or in pl"e-
ference to a private any argument in its favour,
who were not themlelves indebted to fome academi-
cal inftitution even for being qualified to tealon up-
on the fubjet. The good effe@ts of the one they
had experienced, of which Locke, in particular, af-

fords an illultrious teftimony ; thofe they would

afcribe to the other could ‘be but little bétter than

mere theory, or fanciful fpeculation. 'Upon the

whole, 1t appears that there are many and various
arguments in favour of an academical, as preferable
to a private education; and that any objeltions that
can be offered againft the former, are almoft all, in
an equal degree, applicable to the latter. One con-
clufive argument, however, 1n favour of public edu-
cation, arifes-irom its becoming an objelt of national
patronage and encouragement, on fome uniform
and approved plan or inftitution. It is from this
view that education might be made to affume a {till

higher degree of importance in its influence.on hu-

i
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inan happine(s, in thofe advantages which it holds
out t6 individuals or the nation in general. Itis
hence too that the belt means would be furnifhed
for diftinguithing literary genius and ment; and
coniequently pointing out to public view fuch tal-
ents as are beft fitted to fill the various ftations and

ofhces which the different exigencies of the {tate,
and the many departments of {ociety require,

Section Third.

THE I1MPORTANCE OF ESTABLISHING A OYS-
TEM OoF NaTioNaL EpvcaTioN.

CKALLISTON ES5TI ETEMA PAIDE}A BROTO1s.Y

V"]-HEN we take into confideration the many

great exertions, and laudable inftitutions which vari-

ous commonwealths or nations have devifed and
adopted for the general benefit, in framing and
maintaining wholefome laws and government, it
would appear, in fome degree, unaccountable that

little hath yet been done 1n promoting fome gﬂneral

plan of education equally fuitable and falutary to

*he various citizens of the fame [tate or community.

IT 13 true thatin the hiftory of fome of the molt
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eclebrated commonwealths of antiquity we find fome
fuch plans were adopted for the improvement of
youth ; but fo circumicribed was the ftate. of litera~
ture in thofe times 3 and fuch the circumitances of

thofe commonwealths that their plans of education
were rather military fchools preparing them for the

camp, eitherfor felf defence, or for butchering the
human fpecies, than feminaries fuited to literary
acquifition ; the condust oflite ; or the improve-
ment of the human mind. This obfervation, how.

ever, extends no farther than as it applies to inftitu-
tions of national education; and is by no means

confidered as applicable to the {chools of the philo-
fophers ; or of many celebrated Orators; ?gramma-.
rians and rhetoricians of the ancient world. If fome
oi the ftates or nations of antiquity had been pofief-
{cd of the means which we enjoy, fince the inventis
on of printing, of diffufing literary knowledge, it 13
more than probable, from what they have done, that
they would have availed themfelves of them 1n a

manner {uperior to what we have yet accomplifhed.

I~ our own times and language, we have been
favoured by ingenious men with feveral excellent
treatifeson the fubje& of education. The greater

part of thefe, however, are rather fpeculative theo-

ries, adapted to the condu&t of life and manners;
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<han applicable to the praétical diffufion of literary
knowledge, 'What has lately been done in France
excepted, [ know ofno plan devifed by individuals,

or attempted by any commonwealth in modern
tirnes, that eflleCtually tendsto the eftablifhment of
any uniform, regular {yftem of national education.
Univerfities or colleges hitherto inftituted by the
pride or patronage of princes or other individuals,
are 1n general too partial either in their {ituation or
their regulations to extend the necellary advantages
of literature to the more remote parts of the commu-
nity for which they -were intended. lmmenfe re-
venues and donations have, indeed, been applied to
the founding of fuch feminaries, while the poor,
and fuch as moflt wanted hiterary inftruétion, or the
means of acquiring it, have been left almoft totally

neclected. A few, indeed, whom wealth and leas
fure enabled, might drink deep of the Pierian

ipring, while the diffuflion of s falutary ftreams

throuch every department of the commonwealth

has been cither neglected, or confidered as of infe-

rior 1Importance.

IT mult be allowed that thefe remarks may, mn
fome mealure, apply to any plan of public educati-

on that can peflibly be formed. 1t 15 not, perhaps,
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=oflible to eftablifh any fyftem that can render eda--

cation equally convenient and equally attainable by

every 1ndividual of a nation in all their various fitu-

ations and circumitances.

Tris obfervation muft be particularly applicable
to the condition of the Urnited States of America and
the widely difperfed fituations of their citizens. In
_undertakings, however, of the firt natjonal jmpor- |
tance, difhculties ought not to difcourage. It does
not appear more 1mpracticable to eftablith an uni-
form {yltem of national education, than a fyftem of
legiflation or civil government; provided fuch a fy-
ftem could be digefted as might juftly merit, and
meet with general approbation,

Tue good effefts of fuch a fyftem are almoft
{clf-evident. In the prefent {tate of education how-
ever ably and fuccefsfully conduéted in particular
local fituations, the nation 1s, in a great mealure,
incapable of judging its condition or effe@s. Di-
verfity of modes of education, alflo, tend, not only
to confound and obltru its operation and improve-
ment; but alfo glve occafion to many other 1ncone..
veniences and difagreeable confequences that come.
monly arife in the various departments of civil foci-

ety ; or even the polifhed enjoyments of focial inter-
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courfe. But were an approved {yftem of national
education to be eftablifhed, all thefe imperfeftions
of its prefent {tate, would, in a great meafure, be
remedied, and at the {ame time accompanied with

many peculiar advantages, hitherto unexperienced

in the inftruétion and improvement of the human

mind.

GreaT, {urely, muft be the difference between
two communities, in the one of which, good laws
are executed only in {fome particular fituations,
while 1n others they are almoft totally negletted;

and in the other are univerfilly eftablithed with
equal and impartial authority.  Such, furely,
muflt be the diflerence between the effeéls of
education when abandoned to the precarious uncer-
tainty of cafual, partial or local encouragement;
and of that which has been eftablifhed uniformly and
generally by the united wifdom and exertions of a
whole naton. In fuch a ftate it is elevated to no
more than that importance to which it is jultly inti-
tled ; and 1t 1s to be hoped that the clofe of the eigh.
teenth century will be fo enlightened as to {ee edu«
cation encouraged and eftablilhed, as well by this as
other natioas, In {fuch a manner as to be confidered

next to the adminiftration of jult and wholefome
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laws, the firlt great obje&t of national patronagc and
attention.

H

THE hiftory of human fociety informs us, what
have been the effefts of nations’ uniting their zeal.

ous exertions for the accomplithment of any great
objet to which they were dire@ted. The happieft
effells, then, might furely be expe&ted from the .

united public exertions of this country in the com-
bined caufe of public virtue and literary improve-
ment. The patronage or encouragement of the one,

has certainly a very intimate connettion with that
of the other, more efpecially if it be allowed that in

the fame {yftem may be comprehended the inftitutes
of morals and the principles of cwil liberty.

IN a country circumftanced and fituated as the

United States of America, a confiderable local di-
verfity in improvement, whether with refpeét to mo-

rals or literature, muft be the confequence of fuch

a wide extent of territory, inhabited by citizens
blending together almoft 2l the various manners
and cuftoms of every country in Europe. Nothing;
then, furely, might be fuppofed to have a b'ét'tér’ ef:
fe&t towards harmonizing the whole in thefe i lmpor-

tant views than an uniform ﬁrﬂem of national eds-

calion.
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Tae late much celebrated Doctor Price, in 4

difcourfe delivered before the truftees of the acade-

my at Hackney, on the evidences of a future pertod

of improvement in the ftate of mankind, earneltly

urges an haprovement ia the {tate of education. He
obferves that itis a {ubje&t with which the world 1s
not yet fufficiently acquainted; and believes there
may remain a fecret in it to be difcovered which will

contribute more than any thing to the amendment of

mankird: and adds, that he who would advance one
ftep towards making this difcovery would delerve
better of the world than all the learned {cholarsand
profeflors who have hitherto exifted.

IT requires, then, little demonftration, I think,
to prove, that if a jultly approved plan of national
education conlhitute not the lecret alluded to by
the Doftor, it is at lealt the moft important ftep to-

wards 1t that hath ever yet been taken. National

exertions direted to this important objelt could not
fail to have the happieft effeéts on fociety. The

rays of knowledge and inftruction would then be en-

abled to difipate every partial and intervening cloud
from our literary hemifphere, and the whole com.
munity receive a more equal diftribution, as well as

a more effetual and falutary difplay of their eniigﬁfa
ening influence. |
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"Sedétion Fourth.

THE EXTENT oF A Praw o NaTionai Epy-

CATION CONSIDERED.

Plurima pars Juvenum folam ostentare speciem,.quam solidam
prastare loruditiontm, mialit.
Moruor.

IN a courfe or fyftem of national education, there -
-oug'ht to be two, and, I think, but two great
leading objedlis to which it fhould be adapted, the
improvement of the mind, and the attainment of thofe
arts on whick the welfare, profperity and happinefs
of fociety depend.

Epucarion ought to comprehend every fci-
ence or branch of knowledge that is indifpenfibly
neceflary to thefe important objeéts. To confine
it to a {yftem that comprizes only the knowledge of

mechanical, commercial or lucrative arts ; or even
3 knowledge of the world, as far as it can be at-

tained by literary accomplithments, would be to

view 1ts advantages in a very nharrow and 1lliberal

light. The nation that would conceive fuch a {y-

ftem as fufficiently entitled to its patronage, could

neither be confidered as enlightened in itfelf, nor

as meriting ‘the refined improvement cf a-libﬂrﬁl
"4
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and cultivated courfe of education. In proportiod,
then, 25 a nation hath formed a juft fenfe of its own
dignity and importance ; in proportion, alfo, as it
hath formed juft conceptions of the importance of

virtue and {cience, founded on the enlightened im-

provement of the human mind, {fo muft that nation

be influenced to patronize or eftablith fuch a fyltem
of literary inftru&ion as may bid faireft for the ac-
quiftion of thefe important ends.

L

IT 1s certamly laudable to pay due regard te
thofe iciences that tend to enlirge the f{phere of
worldly intereft and profperity, and without which
the various and complicated bufinefs of human life
cannot be tranfafled ; this, however, by no means
ought to check the exertion of that refined and {u.
blime knowledge on which the improvement of ge-
nius, {cience and tafte, rather than worldly cir-
cumftances, chiefly depends. Jadeed; it might be
jaftly obferved that a -ﬁarrqw or 1lliberal fyftem of

educattion from lucrative views would not ultimate-
Iy tend to the profperity or happinefs of any nati-
on. \Were the human foul rtaught to cultivate only
the {ordid dictates of avrice, or the knowledge of lu-
cyative fpeculatons, foon mult that community

lonfe a talle for whatever is moft excellent 1n {¢w
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ence, or heft calculated to refine & improve the
faCtulties of the mind. Where {uch a tafte hath

become prevalent in any ftate, it is rather an evis

dence of its degeneracy than reformation, and is
commonrly the forerunner of whatever may tend to
enervate the patriotifm, corrupt the virtue, or con-
taminate the morals of the community. There is
teafon to believe that the hiltory even of fome mo-
dern ftates, as faraseducationisconcerned, would

fhew that this obfervation is not altogether un-

founded.

It 1s remarked, with concern, that in this
country, at leaft in fome confiderable fhare of it,
{fuch a falfe tafte 1n education becomes more and
more prevalent. The ftudy of the Englifh lan-
guage, only by thofe means it affords of itfelf ; a
{mattering of French, artthmetic and thof¢ branch.
es conneCted with it, are confidered by many, as
an abundant competence of literary acquifition. And:
fo they may to fuch as attend to education merely
as the handmaid to induftry, or what 13 called for-
tune; but furely cannot by any means prove {atis-
fa&tory to thofe who, independent of interefted cal-
culations, aim at the higheft improvement of the
mind, and the acquifition of all knowledge or {ci-
erce to which it is properly competent.
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A nation fo unlortunately fitnated asto be fore.
ed to fcrape a fecauty (ultenance either from a bar-
ren foll, Or a too confinedterritory, might plaufibly
be difpofed to eacourage ar eltablith public educa-
twn only as far as it was {ublervient to buefinels or
indultry; but this, furely, could, by no means,
be fuited to the genius of a country where indepen-
dence 1n worldly circumfiances, exemption from
manual labour, and an abundantly fertile territory
afford {uch leifure and encouragement to literary
improvement as are (o generally enjoyed by the in-
habitants of thele ftates.

Ix cltablifhing, then, af{yltem ofnational edu-
cation this confideration ought to have its due
weignt; und that while it fhould comprehend every
{pecies of literary waftrullion ufefu/ to human life,rl
the ornamental al{o ought to reccive that patronage
tp which 1t 1sjulily entitled. Scininaries of leamiﬁg
are the falutary {prings of {ociety, and their ftreame
ought o flow not only to an extent, but allo
with a copioufnels, proportioped to the circumfitans-
ces and iituation of thole to whom their courfe is
direCied. On the mauner in which fuch a fyftem
1s eftablithed, 10 a great meafure, would depend
oot only the happinefs, butalfo the dignity and cha-

ra¢ter of the nation; and confequently ought to be

M

:sunded on the me{t comprehenfive and liberal plan.
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T un courle of education, inftituted ip the puk-
tic feminaries, fhould be adapted to youth in-gene-
val, whether they be intended for civil or com-
saercial life, or forthe learned profeflions, that of
'l'heology alone excepted, at leaft afier a certain de-

gree of preparation for that ftudy.

Uxoer this view it would comprehend a clal-
fical knowledge of the Englifh, Freach, Latin and
Greék'languagcs, Greek aud Roman antiquities,
:.:g.ncieat and modern Geography, univerfal Gram-
mar, Belles Letters, Rhbetoric and Compofition,
Chronology and Hiftory; the priqciplc;s of Ethics,
];_‘aw' and Government; the various branches of the
Mathem*at:ieks and the Sciences founded oa them;
Aftronomy; natural and experimental Philofophy
in all their various departments. To which caurfe;
sifo, at proper flages of it, ought to be. added the

- qrnamental accomplithments Drawing, Painting,

Feucing and Mulick.

In treating of the various feminaries necefia-
* vy for condufting this 'courfe, a-'more extenfive
view may be given of it; what is here introduced
i3 to be confidered only as fhewing how far a plan

of national education ought to be liberal and com-
prehenfive.
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IT is a happy circumftance peculiarly favour-

able to an aniform plan of public education, that
this country hath excluded ecclehaftical from civil
policy, and emancipated the human mind from the
tyranny of church authority; and church eftablifh-

ments. 1t s in confequence of this principle of our
happy civil conftirution, that Theology, as far as
the ftudy of it 1s connefted with particular forms

of faith, ought to be excluded from a liberal fyf-

tem of national inftruction, efpecially where there

exift {o many various denominations among the

profeflors of the chriltian religion. The eftabiifh-

ment of education on fome national or public plan
would not preventthefeveral religious denominations

from 1nfinuting, under proper inftruftors, Theolo-
gical {chools for fuch as were intended for the mi.
niftry, after their academical courfe had been com-
pteated at the public feminaries. One inftitution

of this kimd in each ftate, for each particular de-
nomination, that held it neceffary for the miniftry

to be infiru&ed in Hebrew, a eritical knowledge
of the Scriptures, Ecclefiaftical hiftory and Theo-
logy, might be confidered {ufficient. Such ftudies
would be perhaps beft conduéted under the 1nfpec-
tion or charge of {ome particular clergymenin each

denomination properly qualified for that purpole.
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InsTraD of this meafure being degrading to

the ftudy of Theology, the moft fublime of all {ci-

ences, it would, on the contrary, if properly maa-
aged, exhibit in the moft refpe&table view; and at
the lame tme render it more effetual, and, con-
fequently, more falutary to {ociety. It would pre.
vent that jealouly of partial treatment that would
arife if conduéted by profeflors of different religi-.

ous principles in the public {eminaries. It would
alfo afford ftudents of Theology, intended for the
miniftry, an opportunity of cultivating thofe habits

of fobriety, and principles of private and public
virtue, fo eflential to their charaéer, better than

could be attained in the promilcuous colleges of
youth impreffed with more licentious habits ; and
under the influence of domeftic indulgences, but
little {uited to the pious examples and virtuous dig-
nity of the facred funétion. This obfervation by
no means implies that there ought to be any laxity

of difcipline with regard to morals in public femi-
naries, unfuitable even tothe minifterial charaéter.

It would, however, be an improvement in educa-
tion as it is condufled in moft univerfities at pre-
fent, 1f, as {foon as ftudsnts are ijreparccif by a Tite-
rary and philofophical courfe, and defigned for the
office of the miniftry, their thr:ologiéal ftudics’
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thould be condudted in {fuch a2 mpnner, and in fuck

a fituation as would beft furnifh them onlywith ex-
amples and habits of real virtue and praéiical piea
ty. Not only the profeffors of Theology, but, 1f
vpoflible, even the place of inftruétion, thould pofs
fe(s {uch a {olemnity of charadter, aswould imprefs
them with a juft fenfe of cheir having fet themfelves
apart to be the facred inftructors, and pious exams
ple of fociety. Not that 1t thould be confidered
their duty to acquire any phariiaic folemnity or
monkifh morofenefs 1n their manners or condu&,
No, the time { pent at the public feminaries, previ-
ous to the ftudy of Theology would, it is prefun-
ed, enable them to fee the abfurdity of fuch man-
ners; while their change of fituation, and removal
to the place of facred infiruction, if properly con-
dufted, might tend to infpire them with fentiments

fuited to the dignity of that profelion in which they
were about to engage.

UvroxN the whole, it need orly be farther ob-
ferved on this part of the fubju&, that whether a

plan of national education be direCted with a view

to qualify youth for any of the learned profeffions ;
or tranfatting the various negotiations or bufinefs

of {ociety, or merely for mental improvement, it

certainly, in 211 of thefe whether confidered ﬁngly
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or colleftively, ought to be conduéted on the moft
liberal and effeCtual .plan. Whatever is fuperfi-
cial, can never, in that {tate, become folid, and
whatever is not perfeftly folid is incapable of
recetving that polifh which may juftly lay any
claim to merit or perfetion. That {yftem, then, of

education which would deferve the patronage of this
country ought to be folid and extenfive. Inftead
of circum{cribing the powers of genius or improve.

ment it ought to lay open the wideft as well as the
fairelt field for {till higher and higher degrees of

future progrefs and exertion. As it would be high-

ly unjuftifiable to {et bounds to the advancement of
human knowledge or {cience ; fo would it be equally

fo to contract or circumicribe the means of acquir-
ing it.

Section Fifth.

ON TUut ESTABLISHMENT OF THE VARIOUS
SCHOOLS NECESSARY TO COMPLEAT A
SYsTEM OF NATIONAL EDUCATION.

{Quam bene cum republica ageretur si beatis illis gradibus, pr

mum ad Acalemias et ab illis ad tribunalia et subsellia
procederemus. -

Moruor.

PROVIS]ONARY laws being obtained_for eftab-

lifhing an uniform fyltem of literary inftrution,
L
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under the proper fanction and authority of the na-

tion, the fir(t important object would appear to be
the founding and organization of proper {chools or

{eminaries.

Trese fhould be arranged and fituated in {uch

2 manner as moft impartially to diffufe their advan.
tages to the greateflt poflible extent; and alio to at-
ford the means of enabling all the attending youth

to rife gradually from the firft rudiments to the

hichelt departments of knowledge and Icience.

Ix a liberal courfle of public education, no one
flage of 1t ought to be better provided for than ano-
ther, 1n whatever may beft contribute to its fuccefs.
trom the elementary or grammar {ciiool up to the
vaiverfity, though in various {ituations and differ-
ent departments, it thould be confidered, {upported
and encouraged as conflituting one entire {yftem,
no one part of which could be negleGed, without

injuring materially the whole fabrick or inftitution.
Every one knows that if the firft principles of fci-

eac: be imrerfeétly communicated, it 1s feldom that
any folid cr lafting improvement can be attained.
1This, certainly, may be fufiacient to point out the
importance of having the elementary parts of edu-

cation as well conducted as the moft advanced.
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For the firlt ftage, then, of a fyftem of publi¢

inftrultion, fuited to the United States, let parith

fchools, in each county of every ftate, be eftablifh-

ed at a fuitable diftance from each other and en-
dowed with a few acres of land and a proper houfe

fufficiently large to accommodate the teacher and
the taught.

SecoNDLY, let the next ftage confift of county -
{chools or academies endowed allo, and furnifhed
as the parifh fchools, but on a much more exten.

five plan, hereaiter to be explained,

TuirDLY, let this ftage of inftruction confift
of ftate colleges as already inftituted and endowed
in the feveral flates of the union; but fo regulated
and organized as to fall in with the general uniform

fyltem.

LastLy, let the literary eftablifhment be com«
pleated by the inftitution of a national univerfity,
fitvated in the beft manner with regard to health
and convenience; and furnifhing at the {ame time,

the belt opportunities of information and inftruétion,

Traese various {eminaries properly endowed,
furnifhed, and condufted in fuch a manner as to

compleat one uniform courfe, afrerwards more ful-

ly to be explained, will be found, it'is prefumed,
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well-adapted to the acquifition of the moft enlarged
proficiency m {clentific knowledge. The greateft
dificulty in a country {o thinly inhabited in many
places as this, would be in dividing the counties
an each {tate into parifhes or townthips, fo as toren-

der the {ituation of the {chools convenient to all the

inhabitants. Each {late in the union being already
laid out into counties, lefs difficulty would arife con-
cemin,g the fituation of the county academies. And
with regard to the {rate colleges and uﬁiverﬁty, 1t 18
a favourable circumftance towards carrying this plan
into efle@, that many of the {former have already

been founded and that the idea of the latter alfa

feems to meet with the public approbation.

HituerTo, however, this country, one or

two fiates excepted, feems to have fallen in with
the error of many even oi the moft enlightened

countries in the world; and that 1s, in providing or

endowing moft hiberally a few feminaries for the

ccmpletion of education; while the elementary,

which moft required the fofltering hand of public
bounty, has been left to fupport it{elt as chance or
circumftances, fometimes the moft adverle, might

dictate.

Or the inhabitants of a country fo wide and

extenfive as this, but few, comparatively fpeaking,
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<an ever attend colleges or a univeifity; -and hence
the importance of paying due attention toghe parifh

and county {chools, both as nurferies for the col-
lege and univerfity ; and allo the inftruftion of {uch

as cannot extend their education to 3 more: advanca

ed ftage of the fyftem,

{x order to found, lay out and carry into effe&,
the feveral feminaries, let a board of education be

incorporated, under the {an&ion of the united au-
thority of the ftates, Thefe gentlemen fhould be
nominated and appointed in every ftate, either by
the united government, or by the refpe&ive ftate
allemblies ; one or two in each ftate might be fuffi-
cient. Their office fhould not only be to prefide
over the general interefts of literary inftru&ion, to
digeft, dire&t and arrange an uniform {yftem in all
1ts parts, and to correfpond in fuch a manneras to
fupport the general and united interefts of educati-
on ; but more efpecially, in their individual capa-
city, to prefide with regard to it in thofe fates in
which they were refident. Hence they might very
properly be ftyled ¢ Prefidents of literary in-

{irution and Members of the board of national

education.”

As they ought to be chofen or ap-

pointed either on account of their diftinguifhed

literary merit, or other quzlifications for the ofhice,



T & ]
litile other inducems=nt to accept of 1it, than what

the honour of being chofen to ifuch an ofhice by an

enlichtened fociety ought to hold out, might be

neceflary. Indeed onz member, to ferve for fome

proper {lated time, might be iufhcient 1n each ftate ;

and therefore the price of his fervices, even fup-

pofing a falary would b2 required, could add but
lizile to the pubiic expence.

OxE leading department of his office thould be

to afcertain, by the beft poflible information, the

annual flate of ail the primary or parifh {chools,
county academies, and alio the college, in that
ftaie in which he prelided, 1n order to lay it before
the bouard at their {tated time of meeting, which
miglt properly take place once a year. His fitua-
tion and connection or correfpondence with the
other prefidents of the leveral ltates, would alfo
enable him to aflilt in procuring fuch teachers or
profeflors as might be occafionally wanted in the

various {chools under his infpection : He ought alfo

to afli:t and prefide at the public examination of

the {tate college.

'T'11z attention, however, of one prefident would
be inadequate to the fuperintendance of 2ll the fe-

minaries in one {fate. As more immediate vifita-



[ 87 1]
tion would then be requifite, there ought to be a-
rector appointed for each county-in the {tate. The
duty of thofe reftors fliould be, to afflift in procur-
ing proper tutors; to vifit every {chool in the re-
fpeltive counties, and, at lea{t twice a year, to make:
a juft report of their {tate and proficiency, and the
number of the ftudents or {cholars, to the tate prefi-
dent, or whatever other information he might require,
The county reftor thould allo attend quarterly the
public examination of the primary {chools, or at-leaft.
twice a year, with fuch other local tiuftees or wifi-
tors as might be thought neceflary, On thole occa.

fions there ought to be a catalogue of the youth,
produced by the malter of each Ichool, fpecifying

their time of entrance and proficiency; leaving a
vacant column to mark ther progrefs between each

fucceflive examination; marking alfo, fuch as dif-

covered any extraordinary genius, or even attention.

In order faithfully to difcharge this office, it
1s obvious it would require a gentleman of the firft
erudition, who wouid devote to it the whole of his
attention, and confequently fhould have a liberal
falary paid -by the county. His ordinary vifits to the

feveral fchools thould be at leaft once a quarter, and

ought not to be ftated, but, as it were, accidental.
But on occafions of public examinations they ought
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to -be asecompanied with all the ceremony and dig-
nity poffible. It would be a favourable circum.’
ftance if ‘thofe reGors woald alfo be the condultors’
of the -county academies. And it does not appear,

but that, . by the affiftance-of proper under-miafters,
they might be alfo adequate to this charge.

Tae different reforsi in each county having-
aade a faithful return of the fate of the bl‘imar}r‘
or parifh {chools under their fuP;'riﬁtendance to
the ftate prefident, thefe returns fhould be care-
fiully preferved by him; either for the infpe&tion
of the board of education, the federal zovernment,

or the ftate affembhes, as thcy might be difpofed
to call for them.

-THE board of education, and confequently.
the whole community, by the aflitance of fuch
rectors, wo ald be thus enabled to fee the true ftate
of Ilterary inftruction In every part of the union,
at leaft every fix months, and whether there ex-
ifted any obftru&ion to its profperity, either through
a deficiency of proper teachers or :z;ny otker caufe,
they would have the advantage at leaft, of know-
1ng where the defe& lay. |

THE greateft apparent obftrution to the eftab-
lithment of an uniform plan of national education,
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confifts in the difficulty of procuring proper-tutors;
well qualified and difpofed tu carry into effe& the:
{yltem laid down to them by the board.- As much
as poflible, then, to remove this obftruion, the

falaries of the various teachers ought to be liberal,
and fully equal to what men of their gualifications

could makein any other department of bufice(s fuit-
ed to their circumftancgs. The cgm,modi'qufnefs and
comfortable ftate {:*af the houfes built for both the
primary fchools and the county academies, en-
dowed allo with a {uitable tract of land, wauld be
a very great inducement , and the price of tiition
for each fcholar, or the fixed falary, whicheverof
thefe two modes of pavment the board might, ap-

prove, would thus be rendered more moderate, at

leaft to pofterity.

Tue conftant and uniform communication

between the County Rectors ; the State Prefidents ;
the Board of Education, and, when neceflary, the

government, 1t may realonably be prefumed, would
have the beft effe& in exciring a fpirit of emulation

amongft the profeffors and tutors of the various fe-
minariess Tokeep up and cherith this laudable
fpirit, it might be falutary to promote fuch of the
malters of the Pri‘(narj {chools as diftinguifhed them-
M .
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felves by diligence and ahilities to more lucrativeg
fituations in the county academies, as- often as vas
cancies happened by death -or . otherwife. This
however,. ought never to be done till a {uccelior tg

the promoted teacher was firlt provided.

k

Various regulations of this nature would of

courfe fall under the confideration of the learned
Board. It may, here; be only oblerved farther,
that in the appointment of profeflors or tutors, or

even county redors, it ought to be fo regulated that
none of them thould refign their appointment, with
lefs than fix months notice given to the f{tate prefi-

dent by the malfters of the county academies, and

by the mafters of the primary fchocls to the county
rectors.

Seétion Sixth.

ON THE ADVANTAGE OF INTRODUCING THP¥

SAME UNIFORM SYSTEM oF ScuooL-Bookg
INTO A PLrax oF PuBLic EDUCATION.

Nam et Grazci licenter multa, et Horatium in qui-
busdam nolim Interpretari.

QUINTIL.

ON E great inconvenience attending even the pres

{fent mode of education confilts in the {cantyfupply of
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the beft editions of the variouts fehool-books, thd
is to be met within many parts 6fthe Unitéd Stites,
The great diverfity, alfo, efpecially of the Elemérita =
ry books in education, ferves much- to diftrdi& and
retard its fuccefs. Every teacher has his-favourité
fyltem, and confequently the books beft adapted to
it are only thofe ‘which he recommends, But in the
prefent ftate of literary inftruction, as there are few
tutors who compleat the {cholar even on their own
{yltem, he 1s often not only under the difag;'eeable
and injurious neceflity of ftudying over again what
he has learned, on a ditierent mode ; but alfo per-
plexed with the diverfified editions or tranflations of
the fame author.

To remedy and indeed entirely remove thefe
obltruftions, In eltablifhing a courfe of public edu-
cation fuited to the various citizens and local fituati-
ons of the United States, there ought to be a Prin-
terin each State, for the exprefs purpofe of fupply.
ing the varlous feminaries, in their refpeltive ftates,
with {uch fchool-books and other literary publicati-
ons, as fhould be recommended or diretted by the
Board of education. Throughout the United States,
the fame uniform {yltem of the moft approved fchool-
books weuld be thus eftablithed, and confequently,
all the difficulties, hitherto in this refpect experienca
ed, entirely removed.
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. Tas mght juftly be conceived as one- of the
greateflt, advantages arifing from the adoption of a
Ejﬁem of publ:c inftruction ; not only 1n us tendency
to.facilitate its. progrels, but alfo in rendering it
more agreeable to the learner, as well as in diffuf-

1ng, more generally, the various benefits of an uni-

form plan.

NoTHING would come under the direftion of
the Literary Board of greater importance than the
feleCtion of the beft {chool-books for eaeh depart-
ment of {cience. It would coaflii:ute from time to
time a confiderable fhare of their office to examine
the ments of fuch as might be publickly recom-

mended to thelr acceptance.

TrrorcHOUT all the primary {chools, county

academies, and even ftat: colleges the fame uniform
fyftem of books fhould be taught ; and 1t would be
requifice that the feveral Printers fhould be obligat-
ed to follow the inftruftion of the Literary Board
with regard to the type, paper, binding and even
outward uniform appearance of all the {chool-books
for fupplying the pablick feminaries of the United

ftates.
IT might not, probably, be found neceflary

to extend thefe regulations to the National Univer-

fity, at leaft in their ftricteft terms.
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THE prefident and proféflors of - that :diftin.:

guithed feminary would conftitute a faculty-to which
might very properly be referred the .difcretionary
power of adhering to this, and perhaps fome..other
regulations, neceflary for the other feminaries—
only as far as might be fuited te the ﬁaénre of that

more dignified inftitution.

INDEED 1t would be neceflary for thié faculty of
that Univerfity to have a Printer under ‘theif- ‘own
immediate diréétion, under {uch reftri&ions, hows-
ever, as not to interfere with or counterat [uch as

concerned the other feminaries.

Bur, as much good might refulf, efpéciélly'in
exciting a {pirit of emulation, from the general uni-

formity, not only of education, but alfo of the means

of acquiring it throughout theé United States, there
is no meafure which could poilibly tend more to this

effet than a conftant and well chofen fupply. of the
moft proper books in all the various departments of

inftru&tion.

ScHOOL-BOOKS are at prefent, in general very
inaccurately printed, and often in fuch a manner,
both with regard to type and paper, as much to ob-
ftru& the proficiency of the learner. Beﬁdcs, many

of them, partxcularly the L~ua claﬂics are not fity in
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their prefent ftate, to be put into the hands of youth,
without wounding that delicacy and purity of fenti-

ment, which education ought rather to cherith than

violate.

EvEr Y pérlon acquainted with the difiiculties
or obftru@ions which attend the prefent mode of
education wult bave ob{erved, how often youth are
retarded 1o therr ftudiés for want of having the pro-
per authors to put into their hands, as foon as they
have fini(hed the preceding. In public feminaries,
. where the youth are clafled according to their proe
ficiency, an irregular or deficient {upply of the fame
books is often very embarraffing to the tutors and
di[r:ouraging to the taught. To remove this ob-

{trution, the ftate Printer fhould be obligated to

keep a conftant {upply, adequate to the demand of
every féminary in the ftate ; and the prices being fixa
ed, the mafter of each fchool thould keep a {ufhicient
number of copies of every author his pupils might
require, agreeably to the {yftem and regulations re-
commended and prefcribed by the Board of Educa-
tion. In thefarther profecution of this Eflay notice
fhall be taken of fome of the moft proper and {uitable
boﬁks for each ftage of the literary courfe, agreeably
to the view of it here laid down—What has been

obferved is to b~ confidered as chiefly regarding thé
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advantages- of introducing ‘an’ -uniform *Titer
throughout the United States, -~ - 7 "~ N

e R e

Seétion Seventh..

-..tr- -

ON THE ]:STABLISHMENT AND CONDUCT 01-'
THE PARISH or -PRIMARY SCHooLs Y

-_I‘f

1 E.' :"‘.

His igitur radimentis p‘uer in prima imbatus scho!a, deindé
bonis avibus ad ALT1QRES DISCIRLINAS Confegat 8€S€a 1., L Ly
. . * “ERrRasMus

R bad

EN order to cbndu& Eéiuc'atibn én' th‘é"bé& "-‘rplan

of its importance, as cheerfilly to furnifli - evéty ac-
commodations On the (uppofition, then, ‘that the
preceding plan be praticable, ' the'lioufes for tH‘éTi)?aS'
rith fchools in each county thould be fufficienly Ppﬁ-
cious for the ufe of the teacher’s farmly and alfo' t&
accommodate one hundred fcholars. To fuit thefe
two purpoles, 1t {hould be built an {ych a plan as.te
have the {choclroem feparate from the part afligned:
to the mafter’s ufe. Much alfa- would depend on

having the rooms properly provided with defks,
feats and places for keeping the1r boqm &c. fecure,.
The beft method for feating a room fc;l" this puqufa
is, to have it laid ocut into- fmall fingle pews,

fomewhat fimilar to thofe common in churchess;.
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one rifing a little higher than another, {o that the
lowelt be next to the open area where the teacher
fits, and the higheft, the moft remote ; but fo as
that the pupils would all fit with their faces to
the teacher, having before them a defk fuited
cither for :he purpoie of reading om, or writing.—
One of thefe pews might accommodate a diftinct
clals, and being numbered, each clas would, with-
out confufion, regularly place themlfelves in their
own pew.

- In aroom large enough to contain one hundred
fcholars, there ought to be three orders of {uch pews,.
withiarge areas or double pews for the teachers’ {eats.
One of thefe might be properly placed at each end
oi the room, and another in thecentre upan the one

fide, having the fingle pews for the pupils made, as
already fhewn, toface their refpeftive teachers.

Every fuch Primary fchool thould be fupplied
with a teacher for every thirty, or at moft, thirty-

fivepupils; and if it were found neceffary that they
fhould confift of both fexes, the pews would be found
ufeful in helping to preferve thar delicacy and re.
ferve which they fhould be early taught to preferve
towards each other. Where, however, it can be.
done, it will conftantly be found eligible to have
girls educated {eparately under a miftrefs.
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Infuch {chools as are here alluded to, ¢ would
conftitute a very eflential improvement.if.the_teachs
er’s wife could aflilt in the charge and - education of
{uch girls as attended, afid particular .epcourage-
ment ought to be held out to fuch tear:.:hqij:_s_ of the
Primary fchools as could be fo qualified. Indeed it
fhould be almoft indifpenfible that the hcad-maﬁe;
of every fchool be a married man. His afliftant or
afiftants fhould be chofen by himfelf ; but- as the

prices of inftru&tion would be fixed to him, {o ought
alfo the falary to be nominated which he fhould pay

the affiltants, in order that fuch as were properly,
qualified might offer. |

I~ the Primary {chools the courfe of inftruion
fhould be confined to a proper knowledge of .the
Englith language ; writing, arithmetick and praéti-
¢al mathematics, compleated by fome approved coms

pend of hiftory and geography.

From thefe feminaries thould be excluded not
only Latin, but alfo the French language, except:
ing for thofe whofe education was not to be ‘extend.
ed to a higher {tage of the courfe, from the confidet-
ation that the next {tage of public inftruction; namé.:

ly the County Academies, would accommodate ail

N B



[ o8 3

who were.defigned for a more comprehenfive {y{-
tem of education. |

To aflign to each ftage, its own particular parts, -
would alfo tend to fupport a due encouragement

to the whole, while at the fame time it rendered the
attention lefs divided.

In the Prumary {chool the firlt rudiments fhould
be taught with care.  Firft, it thould be provided

- with {ome large alphabets, printed on [mall fheets,

cach letter at leaft one inch in length. One of thele

{heets put on a piece of pafteboard, and properly
p]acea, is the eaflielt mode of teaching tne letters to,
young children in a publick fchool Having pro-
cureda frame and a {tand fimilar to a fire-fkreen, let
the alphaber be placed, with all the children in the
letters arranged beforeir. Tfthe firft in order mafs
the letter, afk the fecond, and to on to the laft—by
which means their attenticn is kept up ; and an
emulation excited, which, if properly managed, has
the happieft effests.  Afier the letters and points

are thus acquired, let {pelling tables on a large {cale
be fixed up and managed in the fame manner; and
after them eafy leflons of reading, the type being
gradually dimialthed, till brought to the largeft com-
mon fizz,
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InrT1aTING books for children fhould- abouni:*
with ealy reading leflon¢, and both paper and print
calculated to entice and facilitate their progrefs. "It~
is common with many teachers to employ their pﬁ;.'
pils much at fpelling tables; but 1t will be foi;:mld*
that children will make much more progrels b’y”ﬁfﬂft
teaching them to read, and after having read their
lefTon to {pell words out of it fuited to 'théir;clapa-'
city, than by coufining their attention to long drY

lifts or arrangements of words and Iyllables, how-
ever fkilfully digefted. PLEPHI

For this reafon, though Webfter’s Iniiitptes_
be excellent of its kind, yet it would be beft put in-
to children’s hands afier they had made to‘erablé

proficiency in reading, ontheplan which has becn

here mentioned. The firlt lefons fhould coniift
of monofyllables

, and as they became proficients in
thefe, introducedto fuch as are {till more and more

dificult. By adhering to this plan, and carefully

clafling fuch as are of equal proficiency, caufing

them, for emulation’s fake, to check each other
throughout the various claffes, the teacher may in-
firuct a clafs of fix or even ten with as much facility
and more advantage than he could a fingle fcholar.
Soon as the pupils can read with tolerable eﬁi‘; agﬁlt
readinefs, Webfter’s Inftitutes might be properly
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igtroduced ; after-which they ought. to be {upplied
with.a vocabulary or pocket ditionary and at leaft
twice a day geta leffon of fpelling, at the faine time-
giving the meaning of the words they {pell without

the book. If this be done previous to dilmifling the
{chool, by the whole pupils under each teacher
whole proficiency may admit of it, ftanding up in
order and alterﬁatcly_f pelling and giving the mean
ing of the words, obferving to make {uch as crr give
up their place to thofe who are corre&t, it will be

found an agreeable and very profitable exercife.

Foz the moft advanced reading claffes propes
boo s fhould be prepared. There are now extant fe.
veral good colletionsin profe and ver{c taken from
the belt Epglith authors, but there are none ofthewn,
but what might admut of a more judicious arrange-
meent for the ufe of reading {cholars.

Tee firft part of {uch colle&tions would be
beft withoutany verfe picces, and to confift entirely
‘of fragments from the beft hiftorians, and papers

'from the Rambler, Guardian and Speltator, arrang-

ed {0 25 that the eafiet fthould come firft, proceed-
“ipg from the fimple through all the various{peciesof
{tyle, concluding withfome pieces of the moft dif-

. ﬁcult pronunciatiou.
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Tue laft part of the colleétion. fhould,confilt
entirely of poetry, both rhyme and blank. verfe -
The pieces (hould be fo arranged that the; fcholar;
might be able to diftingufh the different.{pecies of. -
poetry and aifo of verfification.

Tue firlt pieces might be all of thé paftoral
kind; the fecond elegiac ; the third dida&i¢, and

the 1aft heroic or epic : The nature of thefe feve-

ral fpecies of poetry thould be carcfully explained
by the teachers, |

In the inftrultion of fuch claffes, when the
Icffonis given out, it ought to be read over by the
teacher in the beft manner in his power, not only

with regard to the mere pronunciation, but alfo the

management of the voice with gracefulnefsand pro-

priety. Particular beauties in the f{tyle and fenti-
ment fhould be pointed out, and fome account of

this required when-the clals came to read the lefion.
It would greatly.add to the order and regularity of

the {chool, if the pews were fo made and fituated,
that each clafs when called upon to give an account of

their letflons could ftand up in their own pew, with-

-out travelling thro’ the room to get to their teacher.

Soon as the pupils were cﬁpable of reading

with tolerable accuracy, Englifh grammar ﬂmgid
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Ke introduced, and writing ; and after confiderable
progrefs in thefe, arithmetiek. Inacquiring a pro-°
per koowledge of Englifh grammar, let the fcho-
‘lar, after having committed the rules to memory,
write exercifes, and parfe in the {ame manuer as is.
pradtifedin learning Latin. Afhe’s Introduflion to
Lowth’s grammaris well calculated for this purpofe ;
but asis it does not afford a fufficient wumber of
examples for exercifes of falle grammar, Buehan-
an’s Englith {yntax fhould be next introduced- Af-
ter a competent knowledge of Englith grammar, the
pupils fhould be exercifed in copying {ome approv-
ed fpecimene of letters; and occafionally write
fome of their own compofition. They ought alfo
to copy deéds, bills, bonds, wills and indentures,
or any other fpecies of writing, the knowledge of

which wouldbe ufeful to themin life.

I~ teaching arithmetick and fome of the prac-
tical branches of the mathematicks, the mafter of
the primary {chool would find it of great advantage
to make his pupils caretully commit to memory
the rulesin the various branchss, from fome well
chofen {~{tem for that purpofe, and rehearfe thefe
rules or.ce 2 week. Heoughtto be provided with a
framé onthe plan meuntioned in teaching children

the letters, and havicg claffed the arithmetica: {che-
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Jars, let each clafs alternately ftand up before the
frame, afterhaving commited to memory their rule;:
Let the teacher, having a blacknened -boird fixed
upon the frame, . give them examples written -with

chalk, and having afkedthe firft to do the eITmple “
fhould he be found incapable, proceed to the next,
and lo on, till each pupil in the clafs, work an ex-
ample inthis manner. After .whicb,ﬁhén prePareci
for more difficult examples on the rule, the queftion
may be wrought out at full length by the téach;
er in their prefence, ‘and afterwards rubbed off the
board, aud the clafls fet down to work it in the ufu..
al manuer, giving parttcular commendatlona to the

one who does 1t {ooneft and with the greateﬁ acct-

racy.

Trere is every reafon to believe that this
method would much facilitate the acquifition of
arithmetick, and at the fame time be lefs irkfome

1o the teacher than that commonly pra&ifed.

IT is too much the cuftom with many teachs
ers to keep their pupils puzzling over a queition,
perhaps for half a day, without giving them any af=
fitance. But, tho’ it be proper, as they advaace,
in the knouledge ofany fcience; to habltu.te them

#

to call forth their own exertions; yet this requires
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to be fhaniged in fuch a manner as not to difcours
ave;  orcheck-the ardour of their purfuit. To che-

rith and keep up this ardour conftitutes no {mall
fhare of the merit of a good teacher.

BH;'“the ufe of the frame or black board by the
teacher,_‘and of the flate, occafionally, by the {cho-

lars, they will be enabled to keep their books, into’
which they copy their work, in .he faireft and neat-

eft mannper, and it would be well, as much as pof-

fible, to excite an emulation among them in this

refpelt
As the minds of youth muft flag by long at-

tention to any one fpecies of ftudy at one time, 1t
would'be beft to introduce, at this ftage of their pro.
ficiency, 2 knowledge of hiftory and geography —
Some well digefted compend of ancient hiftory
fhould be fludied firft, and well impreffed upon
the mind by examination. After which Guthrie’s
general geography and Morfe’s geography of this
country, if judicioufly taught by maps and globes,
might not only inftruc them in a proper knowledge

of geography; but alfo as much of modern hiftory
as 1s neceflary to be acquired at {chool.

LEissons of this nature introduced by way of

relazation from feverer ftudies, at proper intervals
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each day, would be found of the higheft.-imports.
ance. In thefethe teacher ought to. affift -them in.
forming a proper judgment of whatthey-read ;. pars.
ticularly in geography; in contralting the various.
forms of government, manners and cuftoms; the
caufes of the arts and fci?nces flourifthing under one
{yftem, and being loft under another ; as 5.1@ how
to eftimate whatever is moft conducive to t:hg._ Tt

provement and happinefs of man.

WHAT has been here obferved, tho’-it-be in
many refpets deficient, yet, may fuflice to afford an
1dea of the manner in which the 'literary qq\.;f[q, of the
primary {chools may be condutted. If other, or
better, regulations be found neceflary, they will i)ro-

perly come under the confideration and direttion of
the Board of Education.

W ith regard to imprefing youth early with the
principles of religion and morality: However im-
portant this may be, yet, onaccount of preferving
that liberty of confcience in religious matters which
various denominations of chriitians in thefe. {lates
juftly claim, due regard ought to be paid to this ina
courfe of publick inftruction.

It would, however, appear to be no iniringe-
| ()
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ment of thi€ liberty in its wideft extent for the pubs
lick teacher fo begin and end the bufinefs of the

day with a fhort and f{uitable prayer and addrefs to
the great fource of all knowledge and inftruction.

IT might, alfo, be highly advantageous to youth,
and in no refpeé interfere with the different 1eligi-
ous fentiments of the community, to make ufe of a

well digefted, concife moral catechifm. In thefirft
pari of this catechifm thould be inculcated natural

theology or the proofs of the exiftence of the Deity

from his works., It might on this head even extend
{o far as to fhew the infuﬂiciency of the ]ight of na-

ture in communicating the knowledge of God and

confequently the neceflity ofa more exprels revelation.

TuEe fecond part might properly confift of the
firlt principles of Ethics ; the nature and confequence

of virtue and vice; and alfo, a concife view of cco-
nomicks and the relative duties.

Tae third and laft part fhould inculcate, cons.

cifely, the principles of jurifprudence ; the nature of
civil government, containing a fhort hiftorical view

oi the rife and progrefls of its various fpecies, and

partictlarly, that of the Federal government of

< '-:' -~ -
thz{e Statrss.

— - : i
17 may be fupnefed that this would be vather
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tpo clevated for the capacities of pupils-in the prima.,

ry dchool ; but it may be replied Eh“at this. would;
| depend on the manner in which.incha colleGtion . was,
exccuted ; which ought to be in the molt concife

and, at the fame time, molt ﬁmple and perfplcuous
ftyle; and of a length fuited to their capamtles, whe-

ther confidered wnh regard to the parucular ref.

ponfes, or the extent of the whaole nytem It ls
certainly of the higheft importance in a country hke.

this, that even the pooreft or moft unm[’cru&ed of its

citizens be early imprefled with a knowledge of the
benefits of that happy coaftitution under Wthh they
live, and of the enormity of their bemg corruptcd

in their right of {uffrage—And there 1s certamly no
more plaufible way of communicating this knowledge,
with any lafting effetts, than by having it interwoven

with the moft earlyand general principles of education.

In order to imprels on the tender mind a rever-
ence of the Deity ; a {fenle of His government of the
world, and a regard for morals, it might be proper,
previeus to the commencement of their daily ftudies,
for-eacn pupil who had made proficiency for that

purpofe, to bg conftituted alternately, Orator {for
the day, and to read from the Roftrum a fhort eflay
on jome fubjeét of that nature. There have been
publithed infhree wvolumes, Refle®ions by a Mr
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Stiruia:German, and lately tranflated into Englifh,
onc:for every-day in the year, which wmight. with
great proprety be read.in this' manner.

1N thefe RefleGions almoft every thing intereft-
ing In the philofophy of nature is brought into view,
adapted to the moft common capacity; while at the
fame time they are calculated to prefent the moft
{fublime ideas of the Deity, and to excite to tite love
and ftudy of {cience.

As thele may have };’et fallen into but few hands,
in order to thew how well they are adapted to the

purpole here recommended, let the following ferve

as a {pecimen :
—JanvAryY II.—

THz bleflings granted to us by God 1in winter,
and to which we pay too little attention.

¢ Ii-" {ve'. were to examine the works of God
¢ more atientively than we generally do, we {hou!d
¢ find at this feafon many reafons to rejoice in his
¢« eoodnefs, and to praife the wonders of his wif-
T dom,_;‘few, without doubt, "are fo infenfible as

s:not to feel emotions of pleafureand gratitude, when
‘s heauteous nature difplays the rich blefhngs of Gad

¢ in fpring, fummer-and autumn ; but even hearts,
< the fullelk of fenfibility, are rarely excited to the
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‘t‘. fenfation of warm gratitude,'.wheu-ihey%b'ﬂﬁ)ldﬂhg
*“ trees ftripped of itheir fruit, and the.fields~without
“ verdure ; when the bleak wind: whiftles: réui:nd*

“ their dwelling, when.a chilling cold ﬁfz?u;tes to*

““ freeze the earth andits inhabitants. But is 1t g-ertam“'
¢¢ that this {eafon is fo deprived of the bleﬂings “of"
¢ heaven, and of what is fufficient to kindle grati-'
¢¢ tude and piety in the heartof man ? NOJ,;;ertainlsr.‘
¢t Let us only accultom ourfelves to be more atten-
“ tive.to the works of God, more touched with the
< many proofs of his goodnefs towards us, and we
 {hall find opportunities enough, even in "winter,
¢¢ to praife our benefa&tor. Confider how u '“happy
«« we thould be, if, during violent cold, we had
«¢ neither wood for fire, nor cloaths to keep us warm.

¢t With what goodnefs the Lord prevents our-wants,

‘“ and furnifhes us (even in the feafon the moft void

¢ of refources) with the neceflaries and conveniences
“ of life. WheI} at this moment, we may be enjoy-
« ing the comfortable warmth of a fire, fhall we not
«¢ return thanks to the Lord, who gives us fuel with
" fuch profufion, that the very poorelt can be fuP-
¢ plied with it.

~-#4¢Ir it was given to mortals to know the chain

“ of every .thing in nature, how great would be our

¢ admiration at the wifdom and goodnefs of its au-
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¢ thor ! But, however incapable we are of forming

‘¢ to ourlelves an 1dea of th= whole of his works, the
¢« little we underftand of 1t gives us {ufficient reafon

¢¢ to acknowledge, that the government of God is
¢ mhnitely wile and benificent. Winter belongs ta

¢ the plan he has formed. If this feafon did not ex-

¢ ift, the Ipring and fummer would not have fo ma-

¢t ny charms for us,. the ferulty of our lands would
¢ much dimindh, commerce would De at an end in’
‘“ many proviaces, and partof the woods and forefts
¢ would have been created for no purpole, Confi-
¢“dered in this light, winter 1s certainly very ufeful;
‘¢ and fuppofing even that its advantages were not {o
¢¢ apparent, it would be f{uficient for us to reflelt,

‘¢ that wanter 1s the work of the Creator, as well as

¢ {pring and fummer, and thatall which comes from
“ God muft be for the beft.”

I fome other of thefe Refletions the author ac-
counts for the change of the feafons, and has omit-

ted fcarce any thing curious or interefting either 'in
the planetary {fyftem, orin the ftructure of the earth,
or in the mineral, vegetable and animal aworlds;
uniformiy concluding with reflections and {entiments
of adoration for the great firft caufe of all things.

THE reading one of thefe refle&ions by'thc
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Orator for each day, ‘agreeably to the 'ﬁlaﬂncr' in.
which they are arranged. for the daysof the yéar,’

mlght not only beth¢ means of commumcatmg much
knowledge ; but alio leave the molk happy mlpl'f:ﬁi-

ons of plety and moral excellence, S

On the fubjedt of the primary fchools, and the-
manner in which they thould be conducted, enough
may have been fuggelted for an Eﬁ'ay of this nature.

There is, however, ftill reffiaining another confider-

ation which would greatly tend 1o enlarge the extent
i

of their advantages tothe publick.

In each of thefe 'f:;hobls, at leaft three promif-
ing boys, whole parents could not aﬁ'ord to, cducate
them, {hould beadmitted at the exPcnce of the parifh
or townhip to which the {chool belonged. The con-
dition on which thefl« boys fhould be reccwed ought
to be, -that their parents fhould agree to have them
educated for the purpéfé of becoming teachers ; fo
- being they difcovered, on trial,; parts fuited to that
profeflion. A few of them who moft diltinguifhed
themfelves on publick examination, fhould be ‘ad-
mitted 1n the county academies, and aftcr%ar’di‘
to the ftate colleges and univerfity. This, in the
courfe of a few years, would trawd vp a -proper fup-
ply of tutors, both mafters and aflitants for the dif-
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ferent {feminaries, and at the {ame time extend the
blefhngsof literaryinftruéion to hundreds who would -
otherwife be :deprived of it. Tutors fo educated
throogh: the different ftages of the literary courfe, on

the fame uniform national plan; and under the direc-

tion of the fame literary board or fociety, would,

in every point of view, be rendered greatly prefera-

ble to ftrangerseducated under different inftitutions.

‘Seétion Eighth.

ON THE CounTyY ACADEMIES.

Scilicet ut poflem curvo dignoscere reétum,
Atque inter Sylvas AcADEM1 quaerere verum.

Ho-x.

:LA,S thefe‘Academies, agreeably to the élan laid
down, are to accommodate all the youth in the
county, intended for a more comprehenfive courfe
than what has been afligned for the Primary {chools;
it is confequently neceflary that in every refpett they

thould be founded and condu&@ed on a more exten-

five {cale.

TrE plan of the Academy houlfes, -and the

manger in which they fhould be endowed under the

fan&ion of the refpedive ftates, might very properly
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beé referred to the direction of the Literary:boards-:
The houfes, however, fhould be capacious!) twell:de< <
figned and accommodated: to . the: ];urpofen.r% Belides -
the apartments. neceflary for at leaft ‘twoi;mafters!
and their families,. there ought to be,-at::leafty twos
Halls for teaching, two Dining-rooms and twe Dor-
mitories, with an-affitant’s lodging-room;.to. -open:
into each, one:for the Joniors and another. for .the :
Seniors. Should it be found neceffary or practica
ble that the County Rettors (hould be the chief pro-
feflors or mafters in the "Academies, proper aparte
ments thould alfo be laid out in the building for
their accommodation, |

TuE teachir'l'g halls thould be pewed"a;ftgf the
manner of the primary fchools. The one accom.

modated to the claflical, the other to the mathema- |

tical ftadents. In the extreme end of each there
ought to be an exhibition room, elevated a few fteps
2bove the hall, and feparated from it in front by a
curtain, ﬁlmlarly to a thcatte This room would be
_ufeful in common for the ch:ef ma&ers to teach n,

aﬁbrdmg a commandmg view over the hall.‘ It
would al{o {erve for a fuitable library, and on ;:)cc';-
fions of public examinations would fuit as a ftage or

roltrum, from which the youth would deliver-their
i S P |
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elocutionary exerciies to the audience accommedat- -

ed in the hali

WiTHOUT entering more minutely into the
plan ei a3 fuitable academy-houfe, it may only be
obferved farther, in general terms, thatit fhould be
fufhciently capacious to contain all the youth in the
ceunty, whofe parents or guardians inclined to give
them a claffical and thorough mathematical educa-
tion. They fhould be built on-a {fcale fuffciently
large to contain at leaRk two hundred, or two hun-
dred and fifty ftudents. For, though it might be
fome years ere they {hould have occafion for accom-
modations for fuch a number; yet, as the popula-
tion of the counties and the credit of the fyftem
increaled, 1t is probable the number of ftudents

would increale in proportion.

BesipEs the county rettors, who, it is fuppof-
ed, might prefide in thefe feminares, there ought.
alfo to be two principal mafters, with one or two.
affiftants according to the number of pupils.

I this country, o*;;ving chiefly to the précarioﬁs
fupply of {chools and the {cattered fituations of the
inhabitants, the childhood of life is too often pafled ere
pareats think Tefiouﬂy of the education of their child-

ren, They are in too many places, on thefe accounts,
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fent to fchool only when the greatéft partof thé edu-
cation, intended for them, ought to have been acquitd
ed. This is an error which, as far as poffible; the

eftablithment of an uniform fyftem ought to corre&t:
The time allotted to the primary {chools fhould

elapfe at the twelfth year of their age; at leaft of
all fuch as were intended for being admiffible into

the county academies; {uch as were not, fhould be
continued till the age of fourteen. At the age of

eight, even-in rural or fcattered fituations, it would
be {ufficiently-late to enter the primary fchool, and
the fpace of four years would be a competent term
to compleat -the courfe afligned to that {eminary.

{uch as had the advantage of a more contiguous fitus

aton might be prepared for the academy at a ftill
carlier age.

AcrerapLy to the plan here recommended,
no pupil fhould be admitted into the county acades
my who had not been educated at the primary
{chool; or if by the parents indulged with a pri-
vate tutor, without having taken and compleated
the fame courle as taught in thote fchools, and pre-
{cribed by the literary board. This fhould be afcer-
tained by a firict and impartial examination on the
pupil’s being oftered for entrance.
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- WERE this uniformly and generally adhered

to. throughout all the county academies ; and were
it .alfo infifted on that no {tudent fhould be admatted
above twelve, or at moft, fourteen years of age, it
might {urely have a powerful effet 1n enciung par-
ents to turn their attention to the education of their
offspring as foon as they were capable of receiving

inftruction. It would alfo have the effe&, as has

been eifewhere obferved, of keeping feparate the
interefts of the primary fchool and academy, and

confequently tend more effz&ually to promote and
fuppart the {uccels of both.

Tre pupils on admittance to the academy

would be properly prepared for commencing the
claffical courfe in Latin and Greek, and, after fome
knowledre of the former of thefe languages, mn
I'rench and Mathematicks, A corre&l edition of
the Grammar taught in this country, under the de-
nomination of the univerfity Latin grammar, 1s as
elizible, upoa the whole, as any extant, 'L'he youth
who commence Latin, {hould be clafled according
to their proficiency; and as foon as any clafs had
made {uch proficiency in grammar as to be able to
decline nouns on the various ceclenfions, and

decline verbs through the different moods and ten-

fes, they ought to be fet to reading and tranilating
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Gorderius. This, however, fhould be chiefly with
a view to exemplify what part of grammar they had
acquired ; {till continuing to advance daily:in gram-
mar till they had completed it 1n all its parts, profos
dy excepted. During this time they would have
read Cordenius, Afop’s fables and Erafmus’s dia:
logues. Notwithftanding all that has been” faid by

fome writers on claflical education againft the ufe

of tranflations, it would certainly much facilitate the
progrels ol youth to read thefe three introduétory
httle books with literal tranflations, : If thefe be ju-
dicioufly taught, the ufe of them fhould be after-
wards laid afide, at which time they would be pre-

- pared for reading Cornelius Nepos. In the reading
of this excellent little boek of biography, the teacher
ought to explain to them the nature and advantages

of that fpecies of writing. Having by this time
finithed their grammar, as far as profody; once or
twice a day the clals thould read Clark’s or Mair’s
introduction to making Latin; bLeginning with the
eafieft leffons, reading the Latin as it thould be ren-

dered, each in the clafs alternately, the fecond in

order obferving to correct the firlt; the third the
{econd, and fo on throughout the whole clafs; the

teacher not forgetting to applaud fuch as excelled.

ArTER the book, or the eafielt portion of ex-
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amples in each rule had Been read tHrougll 1n this
manner, they might then begin to write it over in

exerciles, at lealt one each day. When the authon

had been -finithed a fecond time 1n this manner,

they might next write fuch exerciles as would re-
quire them to chule the Latin words themlelves,
and thereby be enabled to form a judgment when
their choice of words and compofition were claffical
or otherwile. To compleat the courle of writing
exercifes let them, after thefe already mentioned,
have fome f{elett fentences or paflages, from the
profe author they are reading, to tranflate into Eng-
lith, and afterwards tranfiated inta Latin without
any opportunity of confulting the author, and then
let their Latin be contrafted by the teacher with that

of their aunthor. Some familiar Latin letters, an-
cient and modern, tranflated in this manner would

be found highly uleful.

IT 15 only on account of oblerving at once all
that 1s neceldary on the fubjelt of writdng Latin ex-
ercifes, that the full courfe has been here brought
into view. The firft and fecond {pecies of thele ex-
ercifes would only be fuitel to the clals reading

Nepos’s biography. After this little author, Czlar’s

commentaries on his wars 11 Gaul and with his

country might be next read with advantage; not
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only on account-of the fimplicity of the: ftyle;’ but
allo that the teacher might enable them to mark
with reprobation all the perfevering ambition of
that bold, and, too fuccefsful enflaver of his:country.

It would not be too much to affign this pro-
grels of the clafs to the firft year’s attendance in the
academy. This however would greatly depenid on

a proper divifion of their time and the order and
number of the hours of inftrution. For this pur-

pofe each academy ought to have a bell and the

hours as punttually as the clock obferved both by
the teacher and the taught.

TurrE ought to be two hours ftudy before
breakfaft, three between breakfaft and dinner, and
three in the afterncon. Thefe hours fhould be em-

ployed in fuch a manner as beft tended to expedite
the general plan.

AFTER the firft year, the claffical ftudentsintend-

ed for the univerfity, fhould devote one leflon of
each day to Greek. In order, however, to prevent
this from embarraffing them or the teachers, one

half of them fhould {tudy Greek in the forenoon,
and the other in the afternoon ; by which means,
the different tutors would be enabled to ‘keep their

refpective pupils equally divided and employed.



[ 120 ]

.» - WHEN-the proficiency above - ftated ‘had been
made. the Latin fcholars, not intended for the uni-

verfity, might begin French, and {pend their morn-
ing hours in the ftudy of that languge, and the re-:
mainder of the day equally between their Latin and

Mathematics ; obferving to accommodate the hours
as above mentioned. |

IN acquiring a proper knowledge of Latin;
they ooght to read the books already mentioned,
Salluft and a confiderable part of Livy, with a little
of Tacitus. - It is avery abfurd pradtice to fet boys

to reading Latn poetry, till once they are ableto
iranflate any profe author with confiderabie facility.

In this ftage of their courfe they ought to read, '
6ccafionally, Rollin’s Ancient hiftory and Gold-

{fmith’s abridgment of the Hiftory of the Grecian

and Roman republicks. A certain portion of thefe

ought to be afligned them for reading in their pri-

vate chambers, and at an appointed hour firi&tly
examined on what they had previouily perufed. In

the claflical library of every academy there ought
to be at leaft ‘one copy of Potter’s Antiquities of
Greece, Kennet'sRoman Antiquities and Tooke’s
Pantheon, to which the ftudents thould be ocecafi-

onally referred for. a: fuller explanation of ma-
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ny of the rités, ceremonies, inftitutions, manners
and cuftoms of thofe diftinguithed republicks, thaan™
might be in the power of the teacher to"cemmuni-

cate as often as they occurred 11 their reading of the

various clafficks.

AT the termination of the fir® year of the courfe
in the County Academies, the ftudent being fo far
mafter of Latin grammar, as to change -his ap-
plication to it during the morning hours ' to -the ac-
auifition of Greek grammar ; it would béan object
highly worthy the attention of the literary -board,
tofele&t the moft defervingly approved grammar
of that language. It would, however, be an im-
provement on every Greek grammar known to the
writer of this Effay, if the rules were in Eng:ifh,
and rendered as concife as poflible. Great eale
and advantage have arifen to ftudents of Latin,
fince the grammar of that language, the examples
excepted, have been taught in Englifh, and there
éppears no realon why it would not in an equal de-

gree facilitate the learning of Greek.

AT the termination of the fecond year- of ‘this

courfe, bythe application of the morning hours
alone to exercifes and grammar, and one: half.of

the day, either forenoon or afternoon feffion, to the
Q

g
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Latin claflice, the ftudent might be qualified to read
Laun profe with facility; tranflate, at leaft his

author for making Latin, with confiderable corre&-

nefs, and alfo have acquired a competent know-
ledge of the Latin and Greek grammars.

O~ the commencement of the third year, fuch
proficiency being made ; thofe who were defigned:
for the college or univerflity might properly be in-
troduced to the {tudy of French for the morning fef-
fion. Oumethort leffon 1n Latin and another in
Greek for the one half of the remaing day, and ma-

thematicks continued for the other, agreeably to
the plan aiready {uggefted.

To {uch as areiz a great meafure unacquainted
with the education of youth, {fo many different fub-
je&ts of ftudy on the fame day, may appeartoo em-
barraffing. But experience hasnot left this {o long
a fubje&t of mere theory. It can be proved that, by
a proper divifion of the aay, different {fubjelts of
ftudy, inftead of embarrafling or retarding the pu-
pil, tend both to expedite the literary coutfe, and
at the {fame time to relieve from that irkifomeneis
which cannot fail to anfe from a long attertion to

one fubje&. It alfo has the effect of rendering the
{tudents, fo educated, equally ready in every fubje&t

of literature to which they have applied. When
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condudted on a different plan, how often do we find
youth lofing confiderably their knowledge of one
Janguage, branch or {cience, ere they have acqui_rgd:_
another.

During the third year’s {effion at this femina-
ry, the claflical {ftudents fhould begin to read Latin
and Greek poetry. Inorder to this the rules of
profody fhould be carefully committedto memory,
‘and the Greek and Latin authors read on the fol-
Jowing plan. On the {uppofition that a competent
{kill has been acquired in Greek and Latin profe,
let the various kinds or fpecies of poetry and verfi-

fication be attended to 1n the: fame manner as was

recommended in reading Englifk in the primary
{chools. Agreeablyto this plan the Bucoliczs of

Virgil fhould be read with the Idylls of Theocritus ;
part of the {elect odes af Horace with a few from
Anacreon and Pindar ; the Georgics of Virgil with -

Heiiod, and the Aneid with the Iliad of Homer.

IN order alio to be acquainted with the ftate
of Dramatic poetry among the ancients, one or two
of the moft celebrated performances in each lan-
guage might be read ; but it does not appear that a
long attention to that fpecies of compofition would

be either proper or improving.
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A s almoft all the Latin poets were clofe imita«
tors of the Grecian bards, it would certainly tend
highly tothe advantage of claflical literature, fince
Greek and Latin are g‘enerall}r read together, ta
combine thofe of the fame {pecies of poetry and ver-
hhcation; andit would appear firacge that this me-
thod of proceeding has not long ere now been adopt-

ed inreputable feminaries.

IT would not only enable the pupil to unders
ftand both with greater eafe, but alfo qualify him

for makiny a critical efltimation of their relpetive
mernts, and at the fame time afford a more clear

and competent knowledge ofthe flate o! the varioug

{pecies of poetry and compofition in thofe languages,

Ix ordcr that the fcholar may be enabled ta
reaG a few of the ancient poets with a juft talte, as
wellas underltanding ; his knowledge of the prin-
cipal figzures in Rhetoric, firft taught at the primary
ichools, thould be revived, and a criticifm on fome
of the moltdiftinguithed paflages of each author oc-

caﬁouaily prefcribed as an exercile.

T mathematical department of the county

aemy {hould be condudted on the fame plan, as
1y the primary fchool. Thofe, whofe education

was net 1o extend farther than the academy, thould
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be made thoroughly acquainted with a}l:the pra&ti-
¢al branches; the ufe of the globes,. geagraphy apd
gs‘ much of aftronomy . at leaft as'is connetted \l{iéh‘
that {ciecce. And thofe who wers intended forthe
univerfity- {hould be perfedtly taught the:elementa-
ry parts ;3 plain and {pheric trigonometry, .algebra
and conic {etions, withtheir application to the highs
er mathematicks,

For thofe who had acquired a tolerable know-
ledge of Euclid’s elements ; and alflo of Greek, it
might be highly ufeful o demonftrate a few . of the
{eading propofitions of each book in the original.—
‘I'his would' not only more thoroughly imprels them

en the mind ; but if properly dire&ted, from the
accuracy of the mathematical language, would ferve

the im portant‘purpofe of inﬁru&ingplhe Greek {cho-
lar in the correct ufe and application of the various

prepofitions and particles of l;ha_t: copious language.

A's the ftudents in the county academies would

have made fome progrefs in the primary fchool in
mathematical ftudies, it may be rationally inferred
that an attention to mathematicks for one half of
the day would, during the term of three years inthe
County Academy, render their proficiency equal
to what hasbeen here ftated. But as the claflical
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ftudents defigned for the univerfity would have

mathematicks to attend alfo in the State college,
they would there have an opportunity of purfuing

their unprovement in the {ciences founded on them
{till farther, and on thisaccouant, at the expiration

of the third year, they would have finifhed their
courfe 2t the Academy, and be properly prepared
for entering the State college. Such as were not

defigned for that feminary might be continued a

year Or two longer.

Tug claffical and mathematical teachersin the

County Academies fhould have the accommodati-
on of the ftudents with Boarding, each to have an

equal thare. The prices to be fixed by the State
Prefident, County Rector, and fuch other patrons
and vifitors as might be thought neceflary.

TuE two head mafters thould be obligated to

keep affiftants in proportion to their number ot pu-
pils fubje to the regulations of the Board of Edu.-

Ccation.

Trae office of the County Re&tor, who thould
alfo prefide inthe County Academy, would be not
only to vifit the primary {chools, on their publick
examinations, as has been already ftated ; but he
fhould al{o, except whenabroad on that bulinelsi
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eRamine once a week, or ‘try the feversl ‘-cfa‘ﬁ'es,‘
whether claffical or mathematical, in thé Academy,
on their proficiedcy, at the fame time d‘eﬁveﬁﬂg
them a fuitable le€ture on the importance of what was
the obje& of their ftudy, accompanied by fuch
other admonitions and obfervations as would tend

to their improvement both in literature and condué..

A Reétor’s Hall 1n the Academy, éonﬁgioﬁs to
his own apartments, would be neceflary for this
purpofe; and it would certainly be a grt-:at en-pite-I
ment to indaftry if the ftudents found that they had
weekly to fubmit to fuch a revifal of their ftudies.
The Re&or might alfo occafionally deliver ‘them 2

courfe of leGtures on natural, and afterwards on lite-

rary and civil hiftory, on ancient apd modern man«
ners, and the conduét of life, which in this ftage

of their conrfe would contribute greatlyto their im-

provement, not only in their'knowledge of books,
but of the world.

Pusric examination fhould be held thrice in

the ycar. The firft about the beginning ofithe new
year ; the fecond in May, and the third about the

middle of Auguft. On the two firft, a weel’s va-
cation fhould be allowed, and in Auguft two weeks,

that being a feafon which requiresa little indulgence.
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. . PREV.I0US to thefe examinations, the youth:
fhould occafionally be prepared in proper exercifes
of elocution, and after their claflical and mathemati«

cal examination duringthe day, deliver them in the’
evening, inprefence of their parents, guardians or:
fuch other company as thould chufe to attend on
thofe occafions. Having been exercifed in the fame
manner in the primary fchool on the eafieflt leflons

1n elocution, thofe for the County Academy fhould

be adapted to their abilities and proficiency, avoid-
ing theatrical licentioufnefs, and {tudying only grace-

fulnefs, energy and accuracy of promunciation,
The countyre€or and the two head mafters would
have to fele& fuch pleces as were beft {uited to the
abilities of the feveral youth, whether natural or ac-
quired. Should one day be found infuflicient to
go through the bufinefs of thofe examinations, they
ought to be continued for two or even three days,
affordingto every clals in the Academy an equal
opportunity of exhibiting its progrefs. As in the
primary {chool, {o alfo in the academy, honorary
pnzes fhould be impartially conferred on fuch as

excel]cd and for this purpofe regular catalogues

ﬂlould be kept by the maﬂers of allthe youth in
the Aca.demy, having proper columns oppohite thetr

‘names, fpecifying the authors they were reading,
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or the progrsfs théy had made at the end® of each:
examination, marking with an afterifm fach' pames”
as had obtained prizes, or-had given proofs of
uncommon induitry and application. Thefe cata-.

logues fhould be pot-up to - publick infpe&tion-
at the next {ucceeding examination.

‘TuE prizes conferred might either confift of
{ultable books provided for that purpofe, or of a

plece of green or blue ribbon te be worn on the
brealt, having ftamped on them the pame of the
Academy, and having the words ¢ Merui Laudem”

infciibed on them for the motto. They mifgﬁt alfo

be numbered fo as to exhibit different deﬂrrees of
merit Oor mduﬁry

IN conferring fuch prizes in this or any 'Oth;er'
of the feminaries under the inftitution, it would be
beftto pay peculiar attention ‘and refpect to dili-
genceand conduét. The youth pofleffed of the beft

natural genius,and yet averie to application merits
not publick ‘approbation, at leaft, in the fame de-
gree as the proficient by means of extraordinary
diligent exertions ; tho’ then {ome prizes I_mght be
properly conferred on fuch occafions for fuddcn and
cxtraordmary efforts of genius, yet the general ob-

Je& of them fhould be urﬁicrﬁood by the ﬁudcma
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as a reward for that proficiency which  arifes from

habits of perfeverance and mduftry.
. Tax proficiency of the ftudents who had com-

pleated their three years’ courfe at the Academy as
héreia{d diowil, fhould confift, in 'addi‘_tiJoﬁ qto what
they had acquired at the primary Ichool, in a toler-
able knowledge of the Latin and Greek languages,
io as to tranflate with propriety and eafe either profe
or verfe, to beableto write Latin, if not claffically,
at lealt grammatically ; a like knowledge of the

French language ; a tolerable acquaintance with

ancient and madern hiftary, geography, with fuch
a knowledge cf prolody, Greek and Roman antiqui-

ties, rhetorick, criticiim and compofition; as is
neceflary to read the elaflicks with propriety and
talte.

In addition to the rudiments of Mathimatics
previoufly acquired, they fhould by this time have
alfo attained a thorough knowledge of Euclid’s ele-
ments, at leaft of the firft fix and the eleventh and
twelth books ; Conic fe@tions, Algebra with its aps

plication to Geometry, and plain and ipheric Trigos
nornetry. Such {tudents as were to be prepared for

immediate bufinefs, and, as already fuggefted, not
intended for the State college, might receive a lels
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{cientific courfe of mathematics, fo that they could
devote more of their ftudies to the ufeful or prattical

branches. It might be neceflary that fuch continue
a year longer at the County Academy.

L

TuroucH the whole of thé term allottéd'to ihis';:
feminary, it would be proper, occaﬁonallir, to gne
the ftudents a view of what conftituted the compleat
{cholar and man of {cience. It is often fouqd very
difcouraging to youth that they have laboured for
months at fome of the nioft abftrufe elements of fci.
entific inftruction, without being able to judge of
their utility ta their future acquifition. This office

would with great pmpriety belong to the Re&or_;

who, in his weekly letures, as already fuggefteds
fhould occafionally exhibit that cannetion which
fubfifts between the feveral departments of know-

ledge, and the dependence which the ‘higheflt or

molft ufetul arts have on the elementary branches of
jcience.

SucH a view, it may be reafonably preflumed,
would prompt the ftudent to proceed with greater

alacrity, whileat the fame time it would ferve to

throw light on the darkeft and moft difagreeable
parts of his literary courfe.

Or the three boys admitted into each of the

primary {chools, at the expence of the publick, on
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compleating their courfe, each County Academy
fhould receive at leaft five of fuch as diicovered the
belt genius and difpoftion for literary indtrultion,
on taz conditions formerly ipecified. -Bit it would
be belt to have it entirely unknown to the ftudents

in general, or even to thefe youths themfeives, at
leaft in this ftage of their progref:, what were the
terms of th=ir admittance, or that they were on any
other foundation than their feliow ftudents. Five
of fuch pupils, admitted into each County Academy
in the ftate, and fele&ed-fram thofe who difcovered
the beft abilities and moft amiable difpofitions
throughout tfn_e different parifh fchools, would, as
hzs been ah;eady hinted, train up an adequate num,
ber of teachers to fupply every vacancy in the whole
{vltem. Even fuch as could not be admitted 1nto
the County Academies would have acquired as much
st the primary fchools as would render them highly
ulefvl to fociety and to themlelves ; and by admitting
fuchas a:icovered the brightelt genius into the State
Coliege annd National Univerfity, an ample field
wsould Lz ciicrea even the pooreft tn fociety, for ex-
criton in {iterary improvement and the attainment
ot whatever cen tend to call forth the moft diitin.
cailicl morlt, cqualiy conducive to their own hap-

r-b

rinels and that of the community.
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Scétion Nmth

OxN FX‘"RCISES OF AMUSEMENT DURING THE
TERMS OF RELAXATION FROM STUDY.

—Sunt etiam nonnulli acuendis puerorum ihgei:ﬁis nors

inutiles Lulus. N .o
QuiINTIL

P REVIOUS to entering on the fubjet of the State.

Colleges, 1it. may be proper to make a few obfervau-

ons on the manner in which the youth fhould con-

duct themielves in the hours of relaxation.

DurinG thefe hours they are indéed feldom at
a lofs for fubjets or exercifes of entertainment.—
Some of thefe, however, are certainly more eligible

than others, and have a greater or lefs tendency to
give the mind a frivolous or effeminate bias on the
one hand, orif well chofen, a manly and wigorous
refolution on the other, All playful exercifes of the
fatter caft, if moderately indulged, are falutary to
youth. Swimming is an almofl indifpenfible quali-?
fication, and the fituation which affords a fafe op-
portunity of their acquiring it, is in fo far entitled
to a preference. Itisaduty not unworthy the care-
ful tutor to point out to youth from time to time as
they advance in years, the proper diverfions, excr-
cifes and amufements {uited to thofe of their years,

and views in life. Op every fpecies of gambling
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they thould be taught to loock with not only cone

tempt, but abhorrence, and to view all exercifes
perverted by that fpirit as the feminaries of corrup-

tion, as calculated to blaft the faireft feautures of the

human mind.

THEIR recreations, however, [hould be laid

under no reftr‘aint, unill their underftandings be
convinced that it is falutary; becaufe théir amufe-
ments ceale to be fuch, ifthey are not free and vo-
luntary. Exercife and temperance are neceflary both
for the vigour of body and mind, and to thefe im-
portant ends ought even their recreations to be dire(t-
ed. With {uch they ovght to have {ufhcient time to
fatisfy themfelves evento fatigue, and fuch mufcu:-

lar exertions as {hould tend to promote the growth,
hardinels and ftrength of the body.

ALTHOUGH, In general, it might be moft pro-
per to leave youth to the choice of fuch diverfions
as were moft agreeable to them, efpecially while at
the primary {chool ; yet on their advancing in years,
and after having entered the County Academy, it
might be fuggeited to them that even their amufe-
ments fhould difcover fome marks of their improve-

ment, apd progrefs in knowledge.

At this flage of their proficiency, then, 1t
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would cértainly conftitute a very effential part of in«-
ftru&tion if, during their recreative hours, they
fhould be taught the manual military ‘exercife, with
all the marchings and maneeuvres in the pra&n.e of
that art, This extended to every County Academy
in the Uniteﬂ. States, while it- occafionally afforded
a very agreeable exercife and amufement to the-
youth, would alfo train them up to the ‘capacity of
being ferviceable to their country. The very exercife.
would infpire them, at that age, with fuch -patriotic
fentiments, and accomplith them with fuch.military

.adroitnefs, as might be one .day of the hlgheﬁ ade
vantage to the naton:

IT is only from the idea of the eftablifhient of
a general Uniform Plan of Literary Inftruftion

throughout the United States that this mode of di-
refling the amufements of the youth, can lay claim

to general approbation. Confidered,. however, in
this view, it would at leaft be entitled to the attenti-

on of the Board of Education who by the dire&tion of

government might extend it to what degree fhould

be thought moft falutary, both for the youth as indi-

viduals, and the interefts of the community.. * -+ -

It perhaps would not be molt advifeable to put
arms into the hands of the youth for the purpofe of
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leatning the manual exercife. Sham guns with tin’
barrels and ramrods, fo made as #o 72/, when they
exerciied, would be cheap and anfwer the purpofe

fofar, as well as real ones. On occafions of pub-
lick examinations, there might alfo be a review of
their military manceuvres, which, were no other ad-
vantage to be the confequence, would at leait teach-
them habits of moving and walking upright and with’
graceful eafe and dignity. It might not, probabiy,
be difficult to procure a perfon in the vicinity of
each Academy, capable of inftrufting them in fuch
difcipline; 1t would be moft eligible, however, could
it be done by lome one of the affiftart tutorsin

the feminary.,

Section Tenth.

ON THE STATE COLLEGES.

Et ztas altioribus Jum Difciplints debita, inSchola
sunore {ubfideat.
QUuINTIL.

AS has been elfewhere obferved, it isafavourable
circumftance for the eftablithment of an uniform
plan of National Education, that in almoft every

State of the Union, a College has been initrtuted on
a liberal {cale. Such States as have not yet beer
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ablé to found fuch feminaries, it is to =tﬁéﬁhbpéﬂ;
may alfo be {oon in a condition to follow ‘the -excels

lent example of their brethren.

IT does not appeaf that 1t could operate contra.
fy to the interefts of thofe colleges to adépt an uni.
form plan of Education under the dire&ion of a Li:
‘terary Board. Should fome fuch plan, as has been
here partlf fketched, be adopted, 4 cofﬁﬁeie’i‘tt numny-
ber of ftudents ought to attend “the co'lle:g:es from
their own refpettive ftates. But whether it ‘wounld be
beft toreftrict the youth of each ftate to their ‘own
college, or toallow them to attend wherever they
might prefer in a different'ftate, fo as ‘to havea
change of air and climate, would require thé maturé
deliberation of the Government, and the Board of
Education, - The privilege however of attehding
any State College the parents might prefer, could
not, confiftently with the claims of natural liberty, be
denied ; and it does not appear that it could militate’
againft the genéral plan, in as far as concetned the

mode of education, as that and alfo the terms of ad-
mittance, :both with regard to the proficiency of the
pupils and:the prices of boarding and tuition, fhould:

be perfe@ly the fame throughout the different Col-

leges.
S
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It ought, however, to be an important obje of
attention with every State Legiflature, to patronize
and encourage, by all proper means, the Col-
[eges and Seminaries of their refpe&ive States; and
were this done, could theybe ¢nce brought to be as
jealous of their Literary as of theiwr National cha-
racter, 1t would be feldom, except on account of
health, that parents would incline to place their
ions at the feminary of a different ftate.

Thosk Colleges being properly endowed ; pro-
vided with a principal and profeflors, and in every
reipedl prepared for the reception of {tudents from

the County Academies, they ought to be admitted
only on the following confiderations :—

FiasTt, That they {hould have previoufly gone
through the courfe of education prelcribed by the

Primary ichool and Countyacademy ; or if inftruéted
Dy private tuition, that their progrefs fhould be

equal to, and on the fame plan with, fuch as were

taught at thole {eminaries.

SECONDLY, That none, educated either pub-
lickly or privately, fhould be admitted, but fuch as

on publick examination fhould give fatisfaltion both

in their clafflical and mathematical proﬁciency.

i .
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TuirpLy, That all ftudents in tIi*e State Col-
leges thould at leaft be intended for a triennial courfe,
which, as nearlyas poflible, ought to be from the

clofe of the fifteenth till the expiration of the eight-

eenth year of their age,

Tuis courfe of literary inftruGtion fhould be

fuitably and progrefiively adapted to the time or

number of years. During the firft year’s{eflion the
ftudies of each day fhould be divided between the

Greek, Latin and French languages, and mathema-
ticks. But the plan of reading thefe clafficks thould
be, 1n fome refpelts, different from what was pure.
fued in the Academies. It might be neceflary for
the profeflor to read only a fmall portion of each au-

thor, and that rather from a view to criticiim on
that fpecies of compofition, than the acquifition of
the language, 1n which by this time the f{tudent
ought to be a tolerable proficient. Exercifes from
tihis view ought to be frequently prefcribed in all
thele languages, and critical eflays on particular
paflages occafionally required from every ftudent
without exception. One half of the hours affigned
to ftudy each day fhould, during this feflion, be fpent
in thele exerciles of claffical criticifm, and the re-
maining devoted to the completion of the mathema-~
tical courfe ; in fuch a manner as fhould be pref-'
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cribed by the Literary Board. The elementary
patts ol mathematicks being acquired at the Acade-
my ; during this feffion the ftudents fhould be in. -
troduced to the moft ufeful practical branches, com.
prehending menfuration of various kinds, furveying
and navigation, gunnery and fortification.

‘O~ one day, 11 each week, which might pro-
hably be moft fuitable on Saturday, the Principal

having all the {tudents affembled in th¢ common, or
moft f{pacious Hall of the College, fhould de-

liver to them a [uitable leCture on morals and con-
duct, luitrating the effefts which educanon ought
to have on them ; demanding alfo anaccount, from
fuch of the {tudents as he might chufe, an account of
their proficiency thro’ the whole week. Though it
would be impoflible to i nterrogate the whole in thig
manner, yet were a few different individuals fo ca-
techiled each publick hall day, every one would be
ied to expect that: it might pofiibly fall to his lot,
and confequently would be led to makethe neceflary

preParation.

Eiraer the Principal or Profeflor of claffical
jearning or belles . lettres. fhould, occafionally on
{tated days, during this {eflion, deliver a courfe of
l=Ctures on the hiftory of Literature ; the manners
and culioms of the Greeks and Romans ; and tos
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wards the end of the {eflion, on taite, criticifm and
Lompoﬁuon

A Letture of an hour’s length would ‘be fufk-
cient evéry fecond day; the ﬂ:udehts ﬂlbfﬂd iaﬁ‘é

ture, that hour {hould Be {pent by the profefior im
¢xamining them on the {fubjet of the laft leGture.

Tu e mathematical profeflor, in like manner,
fhould have, each week, fome hours allotted for re.
capitulation. It is effentially neceflary, in o}dcr to
imprels literary, and efpecia_lly mathemgﬁcgl fub-
jelts, on the minds of youth with lafting advantage,
that their memories be frequently exerciled in the

repetition of what they have already attained.

In order that the ftudents in the State Colleges

fhould have time to mix a little in {ociety, fee their
friends and know f{omething of the world as well

as books, the vacation between each feflion {hould
be extended to a longer duration than in the primary

{chool, or county academy. They might from thefe
views properly open the firft of September and clofée
the laft of June each feflion, allowing alfo a fhort

vacation of two weeks always at the beglnnmg of
‘thenew year,

{
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In the fecond feffion of this courle, the ftudents
in their morning hours fhould compleat their courfe
of claffical reading and criticifm during the firlt half

of the feflion, and in the other half be introduced to

a concife view of rhetoric, logic and moral philofo-
phy, during the forenoon ftudies; and continue
through the whole of their courfe 1n the evening
hours the compleat atrainment of mathematicks,
and particularly i1n this feftion gﬁeography by the ulfe
of the globes ; the laws of motion, the mechanical
powers, and principles of aftronomy. During this
{eflicn allo, on the fame plan asin the preceeding, lec-
tures both by the Principal and Profeflors adapted to
the feveral fubjects of ftudy would become ftill more
neceflary ; would aflord the {tudents fome kind of

relaxation from the intenfity of clofe and retired ap-

plication, and tend alfo to animate them to proceed

with greater alacrity and emulation.

As Rhetoric to a certain degree had been in-
troduced at an earlier ftage of the literary cou:fe it
would now require only a brief attention. Logic
would only be neceflary in as far as it explained the

feveral powers and operations of the human mind ;

and for this purpofealong with a compend of logic
thould be read Lock’s admirable Effay on the hu-

man underftanding ; and Bacon’s Novum Organum.
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It might be fufficient to give the ftudent a view of
the ancient modes of Socratic and {cholaftic reafon.
ing ; but his time ought to be confidered as two pre~
cious to be fpent in acquiring a knowledge of all the

logical laws or forms of the fyllogifim. 4 thraugﬁ

Fnowledge of Euclid’s Elements is preferable to the
beft fyftem of Locic that ever was taught.

MorAL Philofophy, under the feveral views
of Natural Theology, (Economicks and Juripru-
dence, would afford much entertainment and inftruc-
tion ; but it does not appear that in a feminary of
literary education, any farther attention to it is ne-
ceflary than what fhould inculcate a fcientific view of
1t In all its parts. The fludy of the various moft
approved {y{tems of moral philof{ophy ;may be more
properly afligned to the {hades of domeftic reading

and retirement. I'rom this confideration it is pre-
fumed that in the lalt five months of this f{effion the

ftudent may have acquired a competent view of lo-

gic and moral philofophy, during the morning hours
of each day.

TurovGHOUT every part of this courle, and
on every leading or molt impertant fubje&t, the {tu.
dents fhould be required to write and produce Ef-

fays, which at proper feafons fhould be partly read
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atid critiafed by the principal and Profeﬁors, as well
with regard to the matter as the manner of compo-

fition. "

- A;s youth iin purfuit of literary' knowledge can.
not be too much exercifed in compp,ﬁng- Effays,
{uch exercifes fhould be prefcribed as prize cflays to
be determined or adjufted at the clofe of each feflion.
Such as obtained the prize might be {poken or read
before the literary charalters of the State, the pa-

trons of the College, and what other audience mighf
be aflembled or thofe occafions.

THE prize eﬂ'ays or differtations fhou]d in a
publick feminary, be as various as the different fub-

jeéts of ftudy ; fo that an ample field for excellence
and emulation _ﬂlould be afforded to thole of every

defcription of genius and proficiencyin claflical, cri-

tical, mathematical and philofophical reading.

Ox the opening of the third and laft feffion of the
courfe of this feminary, the {tudents would be pre-

pared for turning the chief part of their attention te
Natural Philofophy. A concife fyftem of it, m all
1ts pa:rts {hould be taught expenmentally during

- o — -

fuuable apparatus {hould be prm 1ded for this pur-
pofe Each State College (heuld alfo have an ob-
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fervatory.and a proper apparatus for making aftro.
nomical obfervations. -

OccastoNaLLy during this feflion the pro-
per profeflors fhould continue leGtures on the va«
rious branches formerly acquired ; and each ftudent
defigned for the National Univerfity thould be pre-

pared for taking a Batchelor of Arts’ degree.

Tuoucu Natural Philofophy ought Efinéipally‘
to engage the atte‘ntiofl during this year, yet t-l{e;‘
ftudent ought carefully to attend, at the propef hours,'
on the profeffor of claffical learning and belles let
tres, and alfo on the profeflor of mathematicks, in
order to be perfeted in the highéf branchies elpecia
ally as they are fubfervient to the more Ufeful, “as
well as the more fublime, {ciences, °

AT the end of the courfe, {uch as intended to
ftand candidates for a diploma or degree fhould
give in their names to the principal, who, after an
impartial and {tri® examination in the claflicks and
various {ciences, fhould confer on them their de-
grees according to the ufual forms. But in order to
promote the interelts of, and give the greater dignity
to, the National Univerfity, no degree higher than

that of Batchelor of Arts fhould be conferredat any

of the State Colleges.
£y
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As youth advance in years, their amufements:
fhould proportionably become more manly and dig«
nified ; {othat while at this feminary, I would have
the recreative hours of theft firlt feflion {pent in
learning to dance, "and in acquiring a polihed ad-
drefs in converfation and manners. It would appear
that the" profefhon of teaching dancing, might be
extended toa much more important degree of dig-
nity as well as advantage, at a feminary of publick

inftruction, thanit commonly is in the domeltic {cenes

of {ociety. This is not to be underltood as infinu-
ating that the Dancing wnafter thould be more rel-
pected than any other teacher or profeffor. This 1s
already what the flippant airs and - forward addrefs
of the greaten part of thefe gentry too generally fe-
cure them from {uch as are difpofed to be more cap-
tivated with external appearances than inward me-
rit. But what is heredefigned to be inculcated 1s,
that it would be a great acquifition to a place of
publick inftru&ion, could fuch tutors be procured,
as would teach dancing, a polithed addrels i1n con-
r

verfation, and alfo the proper attitudes, geftures and

acilsns mn clocution.

Ox the fecond {feflion at this feminary, the ftu-
dents’hours of amufemernt, which from the courle here

laid down could not be m&nyv,might be prbperl}; fpént*
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in learning mufic, and on the third fefhon, mufic
and fencing. Were proper mafters in teaching thele
feveral ornamental accomplithments conftantly pro-
cured and patronifed, it is prefumed that the ftu-
deat would, at the expiration of this courfe, be
properly qualified either for purfuing his literary
courfe to the very highelt ftage of improvemenr at
the National Uaniverfity; or to commence his in-

tercourfe with the world as a fcholar; a man of

bufinefs, ora gentleman.

Section Eleventh,

ON THE NaTioNAL UNIVERSITY.

Quid enim Munus RErrunricz majus meliusve afferre
possumus quain si docemus atque erudimus JUVENTUTEM ?

CI1cERrO.

THERE appears to be no obje&t on which a
oreat, extenfive, and enlightened, Commonwealth
could with more propriety and juftice exhibit, even
to fome degree of excefs, its munificence, than in
founding, e‘ndowiﬁg and fupporting a fuitable feat
of national improvement ie literature and eruditi-
on. Obje&tsof publick profperity in manufattures,
commerce and inland navigation have every claim

to publick and private patronage and encourage-
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mert ; baot even thefe are {furely of no more than
{econdary 1mportance, when compared with what
1s eflential, in elevating, enlightening, and dignify-
ing, the human mind. As far as the mental pow-
ers of man and the means neceffary to {trengthen,
encreafe and envigorate, thofe powers, are fuperior
to mere bodily endowments and the means of pam-
pering thele ; fo far ought inftitutions for mental
improvement to be encouraged, as fuperior to every

other confideration or fubjeét of publick advantage.

To found, however, a National Univerfity on

aoy cther plan, than as the confummation of fome

fach fyftem as the preceeding, would be in a great

mealure to circumfcribe nts advantages to the com.
munity.

StcH a Umverfity could with propriety be
oxly calculated ror inftruction in the higher depart-
ments of literature, and vain would be the effeéls

of fending youth to fuch a feminary without due

preparation.

1T 1s owing tothis negle&, that fo many of the
Univerfities in Europe have beén {o 1neffetual and
fraiticls in their general operation, as the}} have hi-
(nerto proved, Such as attend after a proper pre-

{arazory courfe, have reaped allthat advantage from
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them they have expelled ; while {uch as svere admit.
ed when deftitute of due qualifications, have. pafied
through the {yftems . of inftruction, and: remained

nearly as ignorant as when they commenced.

BuT a Nationar Univerfity, placed at the head
of the foregoing play, aand coune@ed with every

branch or feminary of the general f{yftem, would
tend, not oaly to finith or confummate the whole
literary courfe, but alfoto confer upon it that na-
tional dignity and importance, which fuch a couibi-
nation of public patronage and intereft would juft-
ly expect and merit. Itwould thus conftitute the
fountain head of {cience, that centre to which all
the literary genius of the commonwealth would
tend ; and from which, when matured by its inftruc-

tive influence, would diffufethe rays of knowledge

and [cience to the remoteft fituations of the United
government,

ConsiDERED in this point of view, and the
different feminaries conneted with it, it would re-
{emble that great fource and centre of light to the
Natural world which, together with the primary
and fecondary bodies enhghtened and preferved by
its 1nﬂuence, form that wonderful; that harmom-

ous {yftem, which juftly excites our adoratlon of

him, who is the great fource of all knowiedge,
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Tae local fitnation of the National Univerfity

ought to be centrical, and well chofen with regard
to bealthinefs and convenience. It might be of ad-
vaptage 1a {onie refpe@s to it, ta be contiguaus to
the featof government, in order that the youth,
having ap opportunity of occalionally feeing the
Grand Council of the nation, thould be animated by
that patriotifm which they intheir turn might on a
fsture day be called upon to exercife for their coun-
try.

TuEIR contigulry alfo to the colleéted wifdom
and reipectability cof the legiflative body might,

when confidering themfelves as almoft fitnated un-
dertheirin{pection, be the means of enciting them

to that laudable emulation which 1s fo coaducive

to literary 1mprovement.

Bo T tho’ it might be moft eligiblethat the fitu-
atlon of fuch a feminary be contiguous to the feat of

covernment, it does pot appear that it ought to be

within the confines of a great or populous city. In
thefe in geueral, there abound too mahy {cenes of

fedudtion, too many examples of profligacy, and
to0 many opportunities of vicious corruption. A
few miles diftance from fuch a city and allo from
the feat of government might oceafionally afford
all the advantages borz offered, w.thout {fubjetting
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the youth to any danger of acquiring difrefpe& for
the one, or being {educed by the temptations-of the
other.

Tae Univerfity buildings, in magnitude and
ftyle of architeéture, ought to be fuitable in every
refpet to the important purpofes for which they
were defigned, andalfo to the charaéter and dignity
of the nation. The fuitable plan and extent of thefe
buildings, would properly ¢ome under the diréis
on of the general government'and Board:of Educa.-
tion. It may unot, however, be inconfiltent with the

defign of this Eflay to throw out a few hints even
with regard to thefe accommodations.

Tue following are the princtpal buildings-that
fhould be compriled under the géneral plan : -Pro.
perapartments for the Prefident-and Vice Prefident
of the Univerfity, and contigubns to thefe -a' great

room or hall forthe facilty of profefforsito aflemble
in, on the bufinefs of the Univerfity ; in which al-

fo the ftudents fhould be matriculated .and t.he feve-

ral degrees conferred after the. proper- exammauon
by the faculry.

‘TuERE Gught to'be alfs.4 very large and.{pa-
cious Pnblick Hall, fufficiently’ eapacious:-to -con-,
tain, on proper occafions, ' 411 the dtudents sof ‘the

S
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Univerfity-; the faculty of profeffors, and alfo any"
refpeQable affemblage ‘ of fpeQators- or audience:
that might occafionally be introduced.

A commodious, well defiched and fittéd-out
clals-room, for the profeffor of each particular Art:

or Science, would be peceffary, furnithed with

fuitable pews, properly arranged and numbered :
and alfo with arefpeQlable defk or pulpit for the
profeflor, together with fuch preffes or other recep
tacles for books, and fuch other apparatus as would

be neceflary for him during the hours of inftru&ion.

" ConvEeNIENT houfes or éparmtems fhould
alfo be provided for all" the various profeffors it
the arts and fciences, andit might be mofi-e:igible,
that each of their clafs-rcoms thould be contiguous
to, or adjoining, their private apartments- A flew.
ard’s houfe would alfo be neceffary, in which "de-
‘partment of the buildings it would be requifite to
‘have a competent number of kitchens and {pacicus
diﬁing-rooms; and overthefe, lodging rooms for the
ftudents. Underthedire®ion of the fteward, but
fubje& to the authority and government of the

faculty, the ftudents fhould be accommodated
with boarding and lodgings. Under the Steward

there ought alfo tobe a Chamberlain, whole ofhceit
fhould be, by the aid of his {ervants, to keep alt
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the Halle, clafs-rooms and lodging-rooms-clean, in

good order and {upplied in the winter withfire, can~

dles, or whatever elfe thould ‘be neceffary:-

THe buildings fhould alfo comprehend ahoufe
for a Publick Library, a Mufeum, and alfo proper
apartments for thofe who taught the ornamental
arts, efpecially a Hall for Paumnting, another for
Mufick, and athirdfor Statuary. It might alfo, in
a {eminary of this kind, be ufeful to introduce fome
of the moft ingenious of the mechanical ‘arts. A
Printer of the wvery firft abilities and - reputation
could not be difpenfed with, who fhould be fur-
nithed with proper accommodations for carrying on
that buiinefs, and who fhould keen a book-thop

well fupplied with fuch books aand ftationary as
would be neceflary for the ftudents attending the

Univerfity.

Tue front or elevation of the Univerfity build.
ings would from this view be properly defigned for
accommodating the.prefident and vice prefident;
the large hall or room for the faculty to meet 1 on
the bufinefs of the Univerfity, -and alfo for the
great Publick or Common Hall, for accommodat-
10g occafionally the whole Waiverfuty.

U
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T Bk feveral Profeflors’ houfes, with their ref-
pective clafs-rooms fhould, in the manner of wings,
extend rere-wards, fo as that; being at right angles
with the froct-building, oneach end, they together

with it would form three fides of a {quare of build-
ings. They fkould however be fet at a diftance fo

remote, thatthe inner area formed by them, thould

be fu_H:Jcie:m;] y capacious for the following plan of

buldings:

AT the Breadth of one hundred feet-from each
range of that {quare in the area, another fhould be

butlt for the accommodation of the fteward and
chamberlain, the neceflary kitchens, dining rooms

and lodging rooms for the ftudents.

WiTuiN this {quare, at a proper diftancé
fhould be a third, which would neceflarily be di-
minifhed in its dimenfions, for the accommodation
of theteachers of the ornamental arts, with their
refpe€live Halls, and allo for the Prinring-oﬂicé
and book-thop. On the moft central part of the
buildings a magnificent {teeple fhould be ereéted
with a proper bel. On the top fhould be a cupcla
or dome fit for an Oblervatory, and {ufficiently
large to admit of an Altronomical apparatus in the

firflt fiyle of improvement.
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-~ Tue fmoke, bowever, arifing frém- the fur-
rounding buildings might be fouad: an: ebftruftion
to this part of the plan. In this cafe the- fieeple
might terminate with a {pire, and an obiervatory
would have to be erefted fomewlere econtiguous ta
the Univerfity.

Onx the fourth fide of the external fquare allot-
ted to the various profeffors of the fciences, beivg
oppofite to the front, might be zrefted buildings
for the Library, Mufeum, &c. Exaétly in the

middle of each fide of each of thefe three fquares
of building thould be a publick or common entraace,

arched over fo as not to intercept the range, and
on each an iron gateto be fhut precifely ata certain
fixed hour at night. That on the front thould be
ornamented in a2 magnificent ftyle, having on the
upper part of the gate on each fide, in baffo releivo,
the Arms of the United States.

Tre realon that the various profeflors’ houfes
have, on this {ketch of a plan, been afligned to the
outfide {quare 1s, that they would find themfelves,
with refpet to gardens and other conveniences,
moft advantagecoufly and comfortably fituated in that
madner ; and would alfo thus form an inclofure
tound the youth lodgedin the inner fquares of the
bulldings, fo that when proper order and regulati-
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ons were-maintained, there fhould be no egrefs or
ingrefs after a-fixed hour at night, without the know-
ledge ‘of {fome of the profeflors The cenfor gene-
ral onght-alfo to vifit each room, at a certain hour
and repert the ablent..

Inx the rear of the building (hould be an am-
ple enclofure- for walks and place of recreation for
the ftudents. Here alio fhould be a Botanical gar-

den, cortaining a houfe for the gardener, and a
fummerhoufe hall for the purpole of lecturing upon

that {cience. A building for a chemical laboratory
and leQuring hall fhould be allo erelted in this en-

clofure as being better fecured againft accidents

thano i1t connected wuh the Univerfity buildings.

In fame celebrated Univerfities, 1t 1s alloweqd
the Profeflors to board a few [tudents each, gene-
rally the foas of perfons of diftinétion who can af-
ford to pay an extraordinary price for that privilege.-
Such {ftudents, Building upon their ntimacy and
intere{t with the profeflors, commonly aflume to

themfelves a fupercelious condué@ to their fellow
itadents, and confequently excite, and too often
julliv, a fpint of jealoufy, efpecially in every gene-

ral competition for literary prizes or diftinétion.

[~ order effectually to remove every jealoufy
&1 tuis nawure, all ftudents at the National Univery
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firy of the WUnited States thould be, with:refpeétito
publick accommodations, ona footing of im partial
equality, and the feveral.profeflors prohibited from
boarding or lodging any :in: their -families. .. Any
profellor detelted in alls of partiality from pecuniary
or corrupt motives, or indeed on any. confideration,
fhould be immediately divefted of his office, and
accufations of this nature fhould be attendcd toby
the Board of Education.

Tue faculty of the National Umverﬁty {hould
be an incorporated body, invefted with pmper au-
thority to make laws and regulatmns refpe&mg the

government of the Univerfity and for preferﬂng
peace and order through all its departments. It
would, however, feemn advifeable that this' learned
Lody, as well as the profeflors in all the other femi-

naries, fhould be amenable to the Board of Education.

A Principal of the highelt literay charalter and
well dilpofed to the office of infiruéhion ; and allo a
Vice Principal or chancellor of the {fame defcription,

fhould be placed at the head of this Univerfity, {up-
ported by fuch falaries as were fuited to the digmity
of their office,

TueRE ought to bea Profeflor of claffical learn-

}ng or belles lettres and compofition ; a profeﬂ'ot
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of ‘Lafin - and*Roman - antiquities; a profeflor of
Greek and- Grecian antiquities ; a profeflor of He-
brew and Oriental languages ; a profeffor of rheto-
ric, logicand moral- philofophy ; a ‘profeflor and
aflitant profeflor of natural philofophy ; a “profeflor
of mathematicks ; a profeflor of aftronomy; a
profefior of hiftory and chronology; a profeflor of
law and the principles of government, and a profeflor
of elocution and oratory. Befides thefe, the various
profeﬂ'ors in the mcdlcal department, and alfo the

prmeﬂ'ors of the varlous ornamental arts, Would

compofe that ref pe&able faculty to whom the i import-
ant cba:r:re of this {eminary fhould be entrufted un-

der the dire&ion of the Literary Board.

AL thefe different profeflors {hould have fixed
falaries, fo that their fupport fhould not depend on

the precarious attendance of many or few f{tudents

1n the refpective {ciences or arts which they profefied.

THE principal of the Univerfity fhould have

proper -and regular accounts kept of thc money

received from all the different ftudents for their
boarding and inftruction,. which fhould be added

annually to the funds railed for {fupporting the initi-
tution. Thele and all other regulations ot the {fame

nature under the fan&ion of government fhould fall:
to the dire@ion of the Board of Education.
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I# the admiflion enly of propetly prépatediftus
dents into the flate colleges has with jpropiiety ibeen.
recommended .on-this plan, ftill meré {friftly onght:
this to beattended to:in the National Univerfity.. =

In order to maintain the intereft of mthe {tate
colleges, as well as the Univerfity, no ftudent ﬂ'mufd
be admitted 1nto the latter but fuch as brought a

diploma or degree from the former fo’ bemg they'

were citizens of the United States 3 and if forelgn-‘

" ers, withouta proﬁelency, on ﬁn& exammatmn,

P, !1}' Vil
in claflical and mathematical learnmg, equal to thole,

who had gone through the1r courfe at the ﬁ; te_ col--

J'I-'i
- ¢ vk

leges. . #i s
On the entrance of every ﬁudent on the cone«
ditions above f(tated, it fhould be tﬁe buﬁnefs
of the Principal or Vice Principal to__ receive,
from their parents, guardians. or themfelves,
fome information of their profeflional views in life;
and-agreeably to.fuch-information to direét the courfe
of their ftudies at the Univerfity. - The -ufeful fcis
ences fhould occupy the moft ferious hours of ftudy,

and the ornamental be attended for the purpofe of
relaxation, E Y

It would probably be found neceffary ;Hat an
sxception fhould be made with regarci to. the abdve_
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terms of admittance, in favour of the medxcal ftu-
dents. Their literary proficiency and other prepa-—
ratory knowledge ought, with great propriety, to be
prefcribed and required of them on enteiing the Uni.
verfity, but it does not appear neceflary or indif-
penfible that r_hey {hould have paffled through {uch

a comprehenfive and fcientific courfe of both mathe-
matical and claflical learning as'has been affigned to
ftudents of another defcription, whole views were
not direted to any particular profeflion, but merely
to the higheft attainment in literary knowledge.—
By this, however, it i1s by no meansto be underftood,
that the medical {tudents fhould be in any degree
deficient in uleful or polite literature ; it only {ug-
gelts that molt of them having to attend fome prac-
tiling phyfician previous to entering the Univerfity,
it would not appear reafonable to require it as a con.

dition of their entrance that they, thould produce- a
degree from the State College.

THE hiterary or {cientific improvement of all
the ftudents, whatever were their views, would much
depend upon a proper divifion of their hours of {ftu.
dy ; and it ought to be the pecaliar proviace of the
vice-principal to dire& themin this refpeét.

O~ every Saturday there ought to be a gene-
ral meeting of the faculty and all the ftudents in the
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publlc hall, and a catalogué of the nafEs SE51H i
ftudents called by the cenf r géneral' for‘ the week'

This office the ﬂudents, agl‘ee'abiy to’ the a'lpbh ffétf:

cal order of thelr names, ihould dlfchafg [Egrﬁgféiy
e
weekly, the cenfor at the tlme of callmg “the catau

logue notmg carefully fuch as were abfent.

EACH profe{for {hould alfo keep the fame or-

der In hlS clafs, having a weekly cenfor who ihould

call the catalogue and note the abfent Tﬁefe cata-
logues Thould be laid before the Principal and facul

ty every Saturday, and the delinquents in abl'entm'g
themfelves without apwper dpology laid ufider a
fuitable penalty. |

IT would appear to be rﬁoflé éligié!e_ ihat‘ﬁgpfz.
of the faculty of ‘the National Univerfity, whether
Principals of Profefiors, fhould be é:.lergym.en of ény_
denoﬁlination; orif they were, that they fhould
fufpend every clerical funtion during ilieir being

members of that body, and devote themfelves folely

to their ofﬁce. R

Onx every Saturday, after the examination of
the catalogue with regard to conduét through the
week, three of the ftudents, who had been in their
turn nominated orators for the day, fhould deliver
Vv
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alternately; from the roftrum, an oration, not exceed-
ing twenty minutes in length each, on {ome litera-
ry or philofophical fubject of their own choofing.—.
The maancnpts of thefe orations fhould be képg by
the t;aculty, at leaft fill the end of the {effion ; and
prizés conferred on fuch. as excelled. After the.
orations tﬁey may be difmiffed by the Principal with

an exhorfation to good behaviour, and with prayer.

- Ox theSabbaths there ought to be divine fer-\
vice in the Publick  hall, and as, .agreeably to this.
plan, none of the profeflors fhould a&t.as clerg ymen,
two Univerfity chaplains fhould be annually cholen
to officiate alternately. 'Fo prevent any idea of reli-

glous partiality, thele chaplains ought to be of dii-

ferent denominations of proteftants; asis common]y
obferved in chooﬁng chaplams for the houle of con-
grefs. Itwould be molt commendab]e alfa that they’"
fhould be young clergymen, wuhout any parochial
charge, who might wifh, on account of improve.
ment, to refide in the Univerfity a feffion or two,
even after being admitted to the miniftry, Unpro-
vided, for young clergymen thus cholen alternately
by the faculty, efpecially fuch as had been educated

on tais plan, fhould be preferred ; and in thus re-
ceiving a fuitable falary would be greatly ferved
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theteby as individuals; and it would alfo be ferving
the religious interelts of ,the'communiﬁys e
Tue whole facalty thould, 1Gﬁth 'lié ﬁt‘moﬂ. fo-
lemnity, atténd on divine {'erwce, 2 bnéy > ahd an
elevated and refpeftable pew fhould be prov Hef:l for
them in the hali, as well for their adcommodation on

this, as on other publick occafions.

A. few of‘the‘youth educated at the public gex-‘
pence, who had taken a degree at the State Col‘legé,
fhould alfo be admitted, on the fame foundanon, to
the National Umverﬁty Their. courfeof Tudy

fhould alfo be diretted b}r the Principal, agfeeabiy to
the plans or conditions already fpecified;

AT the end of atriennial courfe at the Univer.:
ty, {tudents properly qualified fhould obtain a mal-
ter of Arts’ degree. No fee whatever fhould be
demanded by the faculty for any degree *wrhatéver,
more than merely paid the' éxpence of having_ ther
diploma made out In a prdper manner. Frbﬁl:'a'
Univeérfity of fuch dighity évery caufe of fulpicion
fhould be removed that any dégrees were conferred

from any othér motive than real merit,

A degree of do&or of phyfick, or do&or of
laws, might be canferred by the faculty ; but it does

nat appear proper that it thould confer a degree of
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do&or of divinity, more efpecially, if, as orevioufly
obferved on the foregoing plan, it fhould be confi-
dered moft eligible that Theological ftudents, after
their philofophical coil}f;:“fhoﬁid not be taught In
the Univerfity of the United States. Clerg;fmen of
2ny denomination ought {urely to receive that hono-~
rary diltinction with more propriety {from the higher
Judicatures of theirown body, than from one, ma-
ny members of which might be probai:ﬂy htrle ac-

quaiflted with theological merit or fubjeéts of divinity._.-

Agreeably to the uniform plan here laid
down, {tudents entering the Univerfity at the expi-
ration.of the eighteenth year of their age, would
have finifhed their courfe at the end of the twenty
ficft ; and thus at the age of maturity would be pre-
pared for aéting their part on the theatre of the world,

Ir the variaus ftages of proficiency throughout
the other feminaries be attended to, 1t can be con.
fidered no objection to this that it is not compleated
till {o late a period. The ftate college fhould pre.
pare youth for any profeflion or bufinefs in life; but
the great end of the National Univerfity {hould be to
zaccommodate {uch as wifhed to indulge their literary
senius to the greateft poflible extent, and who were
in {uch circumftances as to account no part of their

iiic foent more agreeably or to better advantage, than
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in-recewing the highelt poflible improvement in

Arts and Sciences. Lt e

CONCLUSION- - -

SH OULD the foregoing outlines of a Plan’ of
National Education be {uited to the local fitaation
or extent of the United States of America, itis pre-
{fumed tﬁat, under proper patronage and the " direc.
tion of ¢ well chofen Literary Board, it. would- am-
ply provide for-the proper inftruction of :youth: in
every poflible circumnftance of life, and alfo- for. any.
particular bufinels or profeflion. Much -however

has been here omitted, that might be found necef-

{ary, in filling up the {yftem when reduced to prattice.

- TuEe great end and defign of Education is the

improvement of the human miund 1n virtuous, ufeful
and ornamental knowledge; and in the progrefs of .
a plan-of public inftru&ion mach would sccur from
time to time to promote that'invaluable purpofe;
which without great prolixity could hot be infroducy
ed in an Effay of this nature. Indeed it I8 on-
ly juft to allow fuch an ample field for progreflive:
improvement, in this refpett, as it would be illiberal
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to have tircumicribed it by any fixed or exclufive
praltical fyftem. - -

In this view of the fubject, as well as in many

others, appears the greatimportance of an incorpo-

rated Board of Pf@idmﬁ of Education.  Their abi-
lities, literary koowledge, extenfive information,

and ‘correfpordéfice wich thie learned world, would
enable them occafionally fo enrich fuch a plan as the
foregoing with whatéver might beft tend to promote
15 fudeefs.” Ond great deficiéncy in education, as
eondulediin-éven the inoft enlightened countries,
15 the watit of fuch a refpectable body of well quali-
fied guardians as fhould conltantly watch over its
1iterelts and add digimty to it By their virtue and ta®
lents. Pubhck inftfucttion has been €66 much and
generally committed to the trult and dire@ion of
thole only who were atual tutors ; or if placed un-
der the authority of fome dignified patron, has been
generally owing rather to the pecuniary endowments
of the opulentdunce; than to qualifications ertitled
to the higheft refpeQability of charater on account

of literary merit.

L. =7 &t then be particularly obferved, that by
the intiedudtion of [uch a lcarned bedy for the pur-
pofes already fpecified; the forégoine Effay is tor
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lay, 1n-the firft place, fome claim ta the publiek at
tention, asin that refpeét fuperior to H‘aﬂyifyf&“éiﬁﬂﬁ'ﬁ
inftrution known to the writer of this Effay. ., But,:
in the fecond place, the uniformity. of this plan of
publick inftrution would, it is prefumed, gontri-
bute highly to its {uccefs, al_l'd, at the {ame time, ép_m:i
duce much both to the imPfov;ment a._-n_d“elfnlb!e}‘lliihqf
ment of {ociety. [t mightallo, in no jm_a_tll: degree,.

be produttive of, not only harmony .of lensiments,.

unity of tafte and mapners, but allo, the patriotig,
principles of genuine Federalilm amangft the fcatters:
ed and variegated citizens of this extenfive republick.

EveRry perfon tolerably facduainted" ‘with the
profent ftate of Education in this conntry, and the
great obftru&tion and difcourage;nent ftudents meet
with by not being conftantly {upplied with the necef-
{ary books, and alfo from the various editions of t'h‘e":
{fame authors, muft be difpﬁfed to allow that 1t would
be neceflary to eftablifh or encoufagc ~a prinfer m.
each ftate for fupplying the feminaries with the .pro;:
per authors in each {cience. This regulaﬁon, it 18
preflumed, would in no fimall degree contribute to
the {fuccels of the plan.

- ~Tueyouth educated at the puplick’ expence
might alfo, if properly condu&ed, and difpoled-df,
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tend’ highly ta the interetts of literatute, efpecially in
Keeping up a fupply of proper tutors for all the dif.
ferent dcpmme'ms' ofithe courfe. =~ | |

UxpEr fuch 2 fy{tem pmperly founded and
organized, it does not appear that the ewcpence of |

éducation would be much greater to the commumty

than it is at prefent, efpecially as it refpe&s the tmoi
fiell introdu&ory feminaries. On account of truﬂmg

to unfettled or ‘itinerant teachers of the firft rudi-
ments of inftru&ion, moft of the youth fir for the
primary fchool loofe at one time what they "gain at
another; and, thus, not only mifpend one half of
the feafon for infru&ion ; but alfo oecafién double
expence for the fame degree of proficiency. -

It cannotbe ;Si'oi)erly‘obje&ed to the preceding
plan, that it requires too much time to compleat
Ehe fcieniiﬁc courfe, while 1t provides for thbfe of
every poflible mrcumf’cance, profeffion or view in
life. It may fuit very many of the youth in the com-
munity to be fatisfied with what literary inftruion

they receive in even the primary {chool, and fhould
it be condu@ed on the plan {pecified in the confider-
ation of that féminary, it mult be fufficient for all

the common coacerns, bufinefs, or even happinefs,

of life.
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Tue higher ftages of the. fyftem, 1t is prefumed,
may be adapted to al the different views or defigns
of the publick, fo that whilean ample field, of Jm-
provement is held out and provided for the mg[f eX-
alted genius or the molt liberal profeﬂions;; each

fubordmate degree alfo may be accommodated to
xts fatlsfa&wn. |

- - , ro-s R
f el Dot

InpEsD itis only a {y{tem of this nature that
can be worthy .the adoption of an enlightened nati«
on, difpofed impartially to provide for the: impove-
ment of all its citizens agreeably to therr, yiews and
circumf{tances.

I England enllghtcned in literary improve-
ment as they conceive themfelves to be, has it not

been. owing to {o much benlg expended on foundlng

and endowing two pompaus Univerfities, mthout
taking care to found proper preparatory femmarlcs
cnnnc&ed with them, that a few only have become
eminent in fc1ence, “éhlle the bulk of the commu-
hity in that country continue to be fo illiterate.

IN every country poflefled of geruine freedom
and imprefled with a juft fenfe of its .value, nothing
can be more.worthy of publick atténtion thanan im.

provement in the means of pubhck mﬁru&mn.—-—

...... Stk SRR

Wherever fcientific knowled ge 15 generally cultxvafed ?
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there muft the dignity and rights of man be beft
known and, confequently, not only moft highly va=
lued, butalio beft fecured from corruption, and

mofl ably maintained and vindicated from encroacha

ment and ufurpation.

b +

"BuTin order to this it Is neceflary that the fyf-

tem of education fhould be generally fuited to the
citizesis ; that it fhould comprehend every defcrip-

tion of fituation and circumftance, uncircumicribed

by partral endowments, local prejudices, or perfonal

a‘tachments.

Has1ts of attention to {cience are gemerally
fraugh: with knowledge and virtue, It is impofi-
ble thar the mind which has undergone, from the
firft dawnings of reafon to maturity, that difcipline
which fuch a uniform and extenfive fyftem of inftruc-
tion would inculcate and require, can have imbibed

}any ftrong bias in favour of vice or immorality.

TaE priaciples of morgls, however, and of
publick and private virtue, would not, on the pre-
ceeding plan, beleft to the mere effet of {cientinic
‘difcipline. They would require the diligent, folter-
mg hand of care, as well as all the infiuence of dig-

nified example. And fuch, and fuch, only fhould be

" the examples exhibited :n the charalters and con-
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du&tof allthe various tutors throughout their. 1ef-

peltive feminaries, at lealt in. fuitable proportion to,

!

the eminence of their fituation,

' 1
-il"..l

Oxg.great deficiency 1n ‘modern education, it
muft be allowed, is, that as the fciences have been
énlarged and improved, efpeciiq.lly-fuch as depend on:
mdthiématical-knowledge, -a proportionable attention.
to-a preparatory dntrodudtion, by mathematicks has
been, tooigenerally, either difpenfed :with altogether,

orat beft-inciiléated-in a very fuperficial manner.

'Frow this confideration, ample time has been
allowed in every department of this courfe for ac-

quiringa thorough knowledge of mathematlcal learn.
ing in all its various branches. No part of mﬁruc-
tion fo much merits public patronage as this, whea
ther we view it as regarding all the ufetul purpofes,
arts and occupations of life ; or as elevating the hu-
man mind, enlarging the capacity of its powers, and
enabling it to extend its fcientific camprehenﬁon

from the mof’c humble to the molt fubhme and exalt-
ed of the works of God,

In the purfult of literary knowledge fome may
higvea genlud for: mmathematicks and ‘the fciences
founded on:them, who'niight difcovér- little talte-or
abilities for ﬁﬁ'dbr‘ﬁépdin g the-elegancies of clafficat
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compofition, the acquifition of ancient languages,

or enriching their own by their copioufnefs and dig-
nified beauties. A general or national {yftem of in-
firuCion ought therefore ta be well accommodated
to every different gentus whether claffical or mathe-
maiical ; and itis only by being fo accommodated
that it could merit general or publick. encourage-
ment. It will be found, however, that there ase few
who have good natural abilitles for one fpecies of

literatuze, who may not alfo make competent profici.
ency, to whatever partof it the mind may bedirected.
All, then, who fhould be confidered as liberally edu-

cated, 6ﬁgﬁt to be well iﬁﬁtu&ed in the mathemetical
fciences. Thereis, perbaps, no nation of the modern
world, that hath yet adopted any uniform {yftem of
publick patronage for the general diffulion of this
'part of education ; bt}t its various advantages are

perhaps impofiible to be calculated, c.uld it be ge.-
nerally exten@ed to th_e greateft part of the ybuth
10 any community.,

O~ an impartial review of the courfe here laid
down, it does not appear that any known {cience,
really ufeful or ornameantal, or the means of ac-
quring it, hath been omitied. Should any fuch
omifion, however, appear, it ought not ta dif
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credit- the plan, .the principal obje&t of whith hidth
be:n, not.only the confideration of the pablick ¢f-
tablithment.of the befl ‘means of promeotihg ‘thé
higheft degree of literary improvement ; biit more
efpecially, its éftablifhment on a general; 'uniform,
national foundation ; leaving, in fome meafure; theé
pra@ical partto befilled ap; asthe progreflive im-
provemert in the fciencés; and'in the nieans of ac-
quiring them may, under: proper patmn‘dg’é,”éﬁf
couragement and dire@ion, *from timie td - time,

inculcate. - L :

. .. R T e
quibus hzc, sint qualiacumque,
Arridere velim ¢ doliturns, si placeant spe Deterius'hostra: -*

Hora -

THE END.



