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VIEW
——
INTERNAL EVIDENCE
OF TUE |

CHRISTIAN RELIGION.

-

OST of the writers, who

have undertaken to prove
the divine origin of the Chrifian
Religion, have had recourfe to ar-
guments drawn from thefe three
heads : the prophecies fhill extant n
the Old Teftament, the miracles re-
corded in the New, or the intermnal
B evidence
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cvidence arifing from that excel-
lence, and thofe clear marks of fu-
pernatural intcrpofition, which are {o
confpicuous in the religion itfclf :
The two former have been {ufficient-
ly explained and enforced by the
ableft pens; but the laft, which
fccms to carry with 1t the greateft
degree of convittion, has never, 1
think, been confidered with that at-
tention, which 1t deferves.

I mean not here to depreciate the
proofs arifing from cither prophe-
cies or miracles: they both have or
ought to have their proper weight;
prophecies are permanent miracles,
whofe authority is fufficiently con-
firmed by their completion, and arc
therefore folid proofs of the {uper-
natural origin of a religion, whofec
truth they were intended to tefhify ;

fucn
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{uch are thofe to be found in various
parts of the Scriptures relative to the
coming of the Mefliah, the deftruc-
tion of Jerufalem, and the unexam-
pled ftate in which the Jews have
ever lince continued, all {o circum-
ftantially defcriptive of the events,
that they {fcem rather hiftories of paft,
than predictions of future tranfac-
tions ; and whoever will ferioufly
confider the immenfc diftance of

i

time between fome of them and the
events which they foretel, the unin-
terrupted chain by which they are
conncéted for many thoufand years,
how exatlly they correfpond with
thofe events, and how totally unap-
plicable they-are to all others in the
hiftory of mankind ; I f{ay, whoever
conhiders thefe circumftances, he wil]
{carcely be perfuaded to believe, that
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they can be the produétions of pre-
ceding artifice, or pofierior applica-
tion, or can entertain the leaft doubt
of their being derived from {uperna-
tural infpiration.

‘The miracles, recorded :n the New
Teftament to have been performed
by Chrift and his Apoftles, were cer-
tainly convincing proofs of their di-
vine commifiion to thofe who faw
them ; and as they were fecen by
{uch numbers, and are as well at-
teftcd as other hiftorical faéts, and
above all, as they were wrought on
{o great and {fo wonderful an occa-
fion, they muft ftill be admitted as
evidence of no mconfiderable force;
but, I think, they muft now desend
for much of their credibility on the
truth of that religion, whole credibi-
lity they were at firft intended to {fup-

port.
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po}t. To prove therefore the truth
ot the Chriftian Religion, we fhould
begin by fhewing the internal marks
of Divinity which are ftamped upon
t; becaufe, on this the credibility
ot the prophecies and miracles in a
great meafure depends: for if we
h:m once reafon to be convinced,
that this religton 15 derived from a
fopernatural origin ; prophecies and
miracles will become fo far fromr
being incredible, that it will be
highly probable, that a fupernatural
revelation fhould be foreteld, and 1n-
forced by {fupernatural means.

What pure Chriftianity is, divefted
of all its ornaments, appendages, and
corruption, I prctend not to fay; but
whnat 1t s not, I will venture to af-
hrm, which 1s, that 1t 1s not the ofi-
fpring of fraud or fiction: {uch, on a

L3 fuper-
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fuperficial view,. I know 1t muit ap--
pear to every man of good fenfe,
whofe fenfe has been altogetlier em-
ployed on other {ubjects ;:but if any
one will- give: himfelf the trouble to-
examine 1t with accuracy and can-
dour, he-wiil plainly fee that how--
ever fraud and fition may Have
grown up with 1t, yet 1t never could.
have been gratted on the fame fiock,
nor planted Dy the {ame hand..

To alcertain the true {yftem and:
genuine doétrines of this religion,.
after the undecided’ controverfies of
above {eventeen. centurles,. and to re-
move all the rubbith, which. artifice
and ignorance have been heaping
upon 1t during all that time, would.
indced be an arduous tatk, which L
fhall by no means undertake ;. but to.
thew,. that it cannot poflibly be de-

rived.
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rived from human wifdom, ot !111'1--
man impofture, 1s a work, I think,
attended with no great difficulty,
and requiring no cxtraordinary abi-
lities, and therefore 1 fhall attempt
that, and that alone, by ftating, and
then explaining, the following plain
and undeniable propofitions.

Firft, that there 1s now cxtant a
book intitled the New Teftament.

Secondly, that from this beok may
be extratied a {yftem of religion in-
. tirely new, both with regard to the
objéét and the dottrines, not only in-
fmitely fuperfor to, but unlike every
thing, which had c¢ver before entered
into the mind of man.

Thirdly, that from this book may
likewife be colleéted a f{yftem of
ethicks, in which every moral pre-
cept, founded on reafon, is carned to

- B4 a higher
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a higher degrce of purity and per-
feftion, than in any other of the
wifeft philofophers of preceding ages;
every moral precept founded on 1alfc
principles 1s totally omutted, and
many new precepts added, pecularly
corre{ponding with the new objett of
this religion.

Laftly, that fuch a {yftem of reli-
gion and 1ﬁorality could not pofiibly
have been the work of any man, or
et of men; much lefs of thofe ob-
{cure, 1gnorant, and iliterate per-
fons, who acltually did difcover and
publifh it to the world; and that
therefore it muft undeubtedly have
been effeCted by the interpofition of
divite power, that 1s, that it muft de-
rive its origin from God.

PRO-



PROPOSITION I.

VERY Ilittle need be faid to ef-
tablifh my firft Propofition, which 13
{ingly this, that thcre 1s now extant
a book intitled the New Teftament;
that is, there is a colleétion of writ-
ings diftinguithed by that denomina-
tion, containing four hiftorical ac-
counts of thz birth, lifc, altions,
difcourfes, and death, of an extraor-
dinary perfen,” named Jefus Chnift,
who was born in the reign of Au-
guftus Cwefar, preached a new rel-
gion throughout the country of Ju-
dzLa and was put fo a cruecl and
ignominious death in the reign of
Tiberius.  Alfo one other hiftorical

account
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account of the travels, tranfactions,
and orations, of fome mean and illi-
terate men, known by the title of
his apoftles, whom he commiflioned
to propagate his religion after his
death; which he foretold them he
muft fuffer in confirmation of its
truth. To thefe are added feveral
epiftolary writings, addre{fed by thefe
perfons to their fellow-labourers in
this work, or to the feveral churches
or focietics of Chriftians, which they
had eftablifhed in the feveral cities
through which they had paffed.

t would not be difficult to prove,
that thefe books were written foon
after thofe extraordinary events which
are the fubjefts of them, as we
find them quoted and referred to by
an uninterrupted fucceflion of writers

from thofe to the prefent times; nor
would
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would 1t be lefs eafy to fhew,. that
the truth of all. thofe events, miracles.
only excepted,. can ne-more be rea-
fonably queftioned, than the-truth of
any other fafts recorded in any hif-
torv whatever; as- thierc can be no-
mote reafon to doubt, that there ex-
iited fuch a perfon as Jefus Chrift;
fpecaking,. atting,. and f{uffering, 1n
fuch a manner as 1s there delcribed,
than that there were {fuch men as
Tiberius,. Herod,. or Pontius' Pilate, .
his cotemporaries ;. or-to fufpett, that
Peter, Paul, . and James,. were not
the authors of thofe epiftles to-which-
their names. are affixed, than that.
Cicero and Pliny did not write thofe-
which are afcribed: to them. It
might alfo be made  appear, that
thefe boeks having been wrote by
various perfons,. at diffcrent times,.

and



and in diftant places, could not pof-
fibly have been the work of a fingle
impoftor, nor of a fraudulent com-
bination, being all ftamped with the
{ame marks of an uniform orginality
in their very frame and compolition.

But all thefe circumftances 1 {hall
pals over unobferved, as they do net
fall in with the courfe of my argu-
ment, nor arc neceflary for the fup-
port of it.  Whether thefe books
were wrote by the authors wholc
nanﬁs are prﬂﬁxed to them ; -whether
they have been enlarged, diminifhed,
or any way corrupted, by the artifice
or ignorance of tranflators or tran-
fcribers; whether, in the hiftorical
parts, the writers were inftrucied by
a perpetual, a partial, or by any In-
{piration at all; whether, i the re-

igious and moral parts, they received
therr



[ 15 ]

thewr docirines from a divine influ-
ence, or from the mftructions and
conver{ation of their mafter; whether
in their facts or fentiments there is
always the mott exact agreement, or
whether in both they {fometimes differ
from cach other; whether they are
in anv cale miftaken, or always In-
fallible ; or cver pretended to be fo,
I thall not here difpute: let the Deift
avall himfelf of all thefe doubts and
difiicuities, and decide them 1n con-
formity to his own opinions, I {hall
not contend, becaufe they aflect not
my arcument ; all that I affert 1s a
plain fact which cannot be denied,

that {uch writings do now exift.

PRO-
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PROPOSITION 11,

MY fecond Propofition is not
-quite fo fimple, but, I think, not
Jefs undeniable than:the former, and
is this, that from this book may be
-.cxtratted a fyftem-of religion intire-
ly new, both with regard to .the
-obje€t and the doctrines, not only
qnifinitely fuperior to, but totally un-
like, every thing which had ever be-
fore entered into the mind of -man.
I fay extralted, becaufe all the doc-
trines -of this religion having been
delivered at various times, and on
various occafions, and here only hif-
torically recorded, no uniform or re-
gular fyftem of theology is here to

b v



[ 15 ]

be found ; and better perhaps it had
been, 1if lefs labour had bcen em-
ployed by the learned, to bend and
twift thele divihe materials into the
polifhed forms of human fyftems, to
which they never will fubmit, and
for which they were never intended.
by their great author. Why he chole
not to leave any {uch behind him we
know not, but it might poflibly be,
becaufc he knew, that the impertec-
tion of man was incapable of re:
ceiving {uch a {yltem, and that we
arc more properly and more fafely
conduéted by the diftant and fcatter-

ed rays, than by the too powerful
{unfhine of Divine illumination; ¢ If

“1 have told you earthly things,”
{ays he, “ and ye believe not, how
“fhall yc believe, if I tell you of

9 “ heavenly
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< heavenly things?”* that 1s, 1f my
mfitructions, concerning your beha-
viour in the prefent, as relative to a
future life, are fo difficult to be un-
derftood, that you can {carcely be-
lieve me, how fhall you believe, if |
endeavoured to explain to you the
naiure of celefital beings, the de-
figns of Providence, and the myi-
teries of his difpenfations ; fubjeéts
which you have ncither ideas to com-
prehﬁnd nor language to exprefs?

" Iirft then, the omc,& of this reli-
gion 1s infirely new, and is this, to
prepare us by a ftate of probation for
the kingdom of heaven. This is
every where profeffed by Chrift and

his apoftles to be the chief end of

¢ John m. 12.

the
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the -Chnftian’s life, the crown for
which he is to contendy the goal to
which he 1s to run, .the harveit which
1s to pay him for all his labours; yet,
previous to their preaching, no {uch
prize was ever hurg out fo man-

kind, nor.any means prefcribed for
the attainment of it.

It 1s indecd true, that fome of the
philofophers of antiquity entertained
notions of a future flate, but mixed
with much doubt and uncertainty;
their legiflators alfo endeavoured to
infufe into the minds of the people
a belief of rewards and punithments
after death; but by this they -only
intended to give a fanftion to their
laws, and to enforce the praétice of
virtue for the benefit of mankind in
the prefent life ; this alone feems to
have been their end, and a merito-

C rious
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sious end it wa ; but Chriftianity
'not only operates more cfteltually to
~ this end, but has a nobler defizn 1n
-view, which1s, by a proper cduca-
tion here, to render us fit members
~of a celefiial {ocicty hereafter. In
2l former religions, the good of the
prefent lile was the firft objett; m
‘the Chriftian, it is but the fecond;
in thofe men were incrted to promote
that good by the hepes of a future
‘reward; in this the praltice of vir-
-tue 1s mjoincd in order to qualify
-them for that reward. Thicre is great
diftcrence, I apprchend, in thefe
“two plans, that is, in adhiering to
virtue from its prefent utility in ex-
pectation of future happinefs, and
living in fuch a manrier as o qualify
us for the acceptance and enjoy-
ment ot that happinefs; and the
| conduct
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condutt:and difpofitions of thofc wha
att on thefe different principies
muft be no'lefs different.: on the firft,
the conftant prattice of juflice, tem-
perance, and febriety, will be {uth-
cient; but on the latter, we muit
add to.thefe an habitual piety, faith,
refignation, and contempt of the
wvorld; the firft may make us very
good citizens, but will never pro-
duce a tolerable Chriftian. IHence
it is, that Chriftianity infifts more
{trongly than any preccding inftite-
tion, religious or moral, on purity.of
heart and. a benevelent difpofition,
“becaufe thefe are abfolutely necef-
{ary to dts great end; but in thole,
wholc rccommendations of virtue
recard the prefent life only, and
whofe promifed rewards in another
were low and {enfual, no prepara-

LORNY tory
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tory qualifications were requifite to
~enable men to praétife the oac, or to
. enjoy the other: and therefore we
fee this objelt is peculiar to this re-
ligion ; and with it was intircly new.

But although this ebjett, and the
principle on which it is founded
were new, and perhaps undifcover-
“able by reafon, yet when difcovered,
they are fo confonant to it, that we
cannot but rcadily affent to them.
For the truth of this principle, that
the prefent life 1s a ftate of probation,

and education to prepare us for ano-
ther, is confirmed by ‘every thing
which we fec around us: {tis the
only key which can open to wus the
defigns of Providence in the eco-
noinyof human affairs; the only clue,
which can guide us through that
Piathléfs: wildernefs, and the only

| plan
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plan on which this world could pof-
£bly have been formed, or on which
the hiftory of it can be comprehend-
ed or explained. It could never
have been formed on a plan ef hap-
pinefs: beeaufe it is every where
overfpread with innumerable mife-.
ries; nor of mifery, becauic 1t is in-
terfperfed with many enjoyments: it
could not have been conftituted for
a {cene of wifdom and virtue, be-
caufe the hiftory of markind 1s Iittle
more than a detail of their follics and
wickednefs: noer ef vice, becaule
that is no plan at all, being deftruc-
tive of all exiftence, and confequent-
ly of its ewn: But on this {yftem all
that we can here meet with. may be
cafily accounted for; for this mix-
ture of happinefs and mifery,. of vir-
tue and vice, neceflarily refults from.

C3 a flate
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a ftate of probation and education ;
as probation:implices trials, {ufterings,.
and a capacity of offending, and edu-
cutton a. propriety of ehaftifement for
thofc offences.

in the next place, the dotrines of
this religion are equally new with
the objeCt; amd contain ideas of
Crod, and of man, of the prefent
2nd of a ruture life ; and of the re-
tations waich ali thele bear to cach
other totaily unheard of, and quite
didfimilar trom any which had cver
been thought on, previous to its.
publication. © No other ever drew fo
it a poertrait ot the worthleflnefs of
this world, and "all its purfuits, nos
exhibited {uch diftinct, hvely, and
exquifite, pictures of the jovs of ano-
ther ; of the refurrettion of the dead,
the laft judgement, and the triumphs
| of
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of the righteous in that tremendous.
day, when this corruptible fhall
« put on incorruption, and this mor-
“ tal thall put on immortality.”* No.
other has cver reprcfented the Su-
preme Being in the charatter of .
three perfons united m one God.t
No other has attempted to recon-
¢ile thofe {ceming contradi&oi'y but
both true propofitions, the contin-
gency of future cvents, and the fore-
knowledge of God, or the free will
of the creature with the over-ruling

- * 1 Cor. xv. 53. Ny

+ ‘That there Tubfifis {fome ﬁ.c‘1 union 1n ti*e'
divine nature, the whole tenour of the New
Tefament feems to exprefs, and it was fo un-
derflood in the carlieit ages : but whether tats
union dees er dozs mot imply equality, ot
whether 1t {ubiilts 1n general, or only in par-
ticular circumftances, we are not informed, and

therefore on thefe queflions it is not only un«
ncecflary, but improper for us to decide.

C 4 grace
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srace of the Creater. No other Ray
fo fully declared the neceffity- of
wickednefs and punifhment, yet fo.
effeCtually infiru€ted: individuals to-
refift the one, and to efcape the other:
no other has ever pretended to give
any account of the depravity of man,
or to point out any remedy for it:
no other has ventured to declare:
the unpardonable nature of {in with-
out the influence of a mediatenal
interpofition, and a- vicarious atone-
raent from: the {ufferings of a fupe--
rior Being.* Whether thefe won-

derful.

® That Chrift fuffered and- diedas an atone-
ment for the fins of mankind, 1s a do&:rine fo-
conftantly and fo ftrongly enforced through.
every part of the New Teltament, thag who-
ever will {erioufly perufe thofe writings, and
deny that it is there, may, with as much rea-
fon and truth, after reading the works of Thu-
cydides
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derful dottrines. are worthy of our
belief, muft depend on the opinior:
which we entertain of the authority
of thofe who publifhed them. to the
world ; but certain it 1s,: that they
are all fo far removed from every
tratt of the humarm imagination, that:
it feems equally impeflible, that
they fhould ever have been denved:
from the knowledge or the artifice:
of man. .

.Some indeed,. there are,. who, by}‘
nervesting the eftablithed. fignifica~
tion of words, (which they ecall ex~
plaining) have ventured to expunge:
all thefe dofirines. out of the Scrip-
tures, for no other reafon than that
they - are - net able to. comprehend:

cydides and: Livy, affert, that in them no men-~*
" tion is made of any fas relative to'the hifioe
ries of Greece and* Rome, |

them,
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them, and argue thus :—The Scrip-
tures arc the word of God; mm his
word no propofitions-contradittory to
reafon can have a place ; thefe pro-
pofitions arg contradictery to reafon,
and therefore they are not there :
but if thefe bold afferters would
claim any regard, they fhould reverfe
their argument, and {ay,—1 hefe doc-
trines make a part, and a materal
part of the Scriptures, they are con-
tradittory to reafon ; no propofitions
contradittory to rcafon can be a part
of the word of God, and therefore
neither the Scriptures, nor the pre-
“tended revelation contamned in them,
can be derived from him: this
would be an argument worthy of
rational and candid Deifts, and de-
mand a refpeltful attention; but
when men pretend to dilproye fatts

by
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by reafoning, they have no right to-
expett an anfwer.. |

And here I cannot omit obferv-
mg, that the perfonal charaéter of
the author of this refigion 1s no.lefs
new and cxtraordinary than the re-
hgion itfelf, who ¢ {pake as never
“ man {pake,’* and lived as never
man lived: m proof of this, I do not
mean to allege, that he was born
of a-virgin, that he fafted forty days,.
that he performed a vartety of mira-
Glés, and . after bcing buried three:
days,, that he rofe from the dead s
beeaufe thefe accounts wiil have but
little effect on the mind of unbe-
lievers,. who,. if they believe net the
religion,. will give no eredit to the
telation of thefe facts; but I will

* John vii, A6,

prove
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prove it from fafts which cannot be
difputed : for inftance, he 1s the only
faunder of a rehigion m the hitory
of mankind, which 1s totally uncon-
nefted with all human policy and

government, and thereiore totally
unconducive to any wordly purpofe

whatever: all others, Mahomet,
Numa, and even Mofes himfielf,
blended - their religious inftitutions
with their civil, and by them ob-
tained dominien over their refpec-
tive people ; but Chrift never aimed
at, nor would .accept of, any fuch
power ; he rejetted every objelt,
which all other men purfue, and
made choice of all thofe which others
fly from, and are afraid of: he re-
fufed power, riches, honours, and
pleafure, and courted poverty, igno-
miny, tortures, and death. Many
R have
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have been the enthufiafts and impof-:
tors, who have endeavoured to im-.
pofe on the world pretended reve-:
lations; and {fome of them irom pride,
obftinacy, or principle, have gone {o
far, as to lay down their lives, rather
than retratt; but I defy hiftory to

thew one, who ever made. his own
fuflerings and death a neceflary part

of his original plan, and effential to
his miffion ; this Chrift a&ually did;
he forefaw, foretold, declared their
neceflity, and voluntanly endured
them. If we ferioufly contemplate
the divine leffons, the perfe€ pre-
<epts, the beautiful difcouries, and
the confiftent condu€t of this  won-
derful perfon, we cannot poflibly
imagine, that he could- have beea
either an idiot or 2 madman; and
yet, 1f he was not what he pretended

to
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-'to be, he can be confidered 1n no
other light; and cven under this
- charater he would deferve fome at-
. tention, becaufe, of fo fublime and
ratioral an infanity, there is no other
inftance in the hiftory of menkind.
If any one can doubt of the fu-
“perior excellence of this religion
above all which proceded 1t, let him
‘bat perufe with attention thofe un-
: paraﬁl'-lfiled writings in “which 1t 1s
ran{mitted to- the prefent times, and
. =compare..them with the moft cele-
“brated -plfodu'&ions of the Pagan
world ; and if he 1s not fenfible .of
their {fuperior beauty, fimplicity, and
cortginahty, I will venture to pro-
nounce, that he is -as- deficient 1n
“tafte as in faith, and that he is as
‘bad: a critic as a Chriftian: for n
-what -{chool-of ancient philefophy
| 9 can
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cair he find a lefflon of morality fo
perfect as Chrilt’s fermon on the
mount ¢ From which of them can
he colleét an addrefs to the Deity {o
“concife and yet fo comprehenfive, fo
expreflive of all that we want and
all that we could deprecate, as that
fhort prayer which he formed for
and rccommended to his difciples?
I'rom the works of what fage of ‘an-
“tiquity can he producefo pathetic a
rccommendation of bénévolence to
the diftrefled, and enforced by fuch
affurances of a réeward, as in thofe
words-of Chrift ? « Come, ye blefled
“ of my FFather! inherit the king-
“dom prepared for you from the
“ foundation of the world: for I
“ was an hungred, and ye gave ne
“ meat; I was thirfty, and ye gave
“ me dink; I was a ftranger,: and

19 yc
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“ ye took me in; I was naked, and
« ye clothed me 5 I was fick, and ye
< vifited me; I was in pridon, and
*¢ ye came unto me. Then fhall the
“ righteous anfwer him, faying —
¢ Lord, when {faw we thee an hun-
« gred, and fed thee; or thirfly, and
‘“ gave thee drink? When faw we
< thee a ftranger, and took thee in;
« or naked, and clothed thee? Or,
¢ when faw we thee fick and in pri-
“ fon, and came unto thee ? Then
« fhall I anfwer, and fay unto them,
“ Verily, I fay unto you, inalmuch
“ as you have done it to the leaft
“ of thefe my brethren, ye have done

“ 1t unto me.” * Where 1s there

{o juft -and fo clegant a reproof of
cagernefs and anxiety mn worldly

¥ Matt, xxv. 34.
pur-
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-purfuits, clofeci with fo forcible -an:

exhortation to confidence i the
goodnefs of our Creator, as in thefe
words ? — ¢ Behold the fowls of the
« air, for they fow not, neither do
“ they reap, nor gather into barns;
« yet your heavenly Iather feedeth
“ them. Arc ve not much better
« than they? Confider the lillies of
“ the field, how they grow ; they
« toil not, neither do they {pin; and
“ yet I fay unto you, that even So-
““ Jomon, In all his glory, was not
< arrayed like one of thefe: where-
<« fote, if God fo clothe the grafs
“« of the field, which to-day 1s, and
« to-morrow is caft into the oven,
« {hall he not much more clothg:

<« you? O ye of little fath!”* By

® Matt. vi, 26, 28.
i) which
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which of their molt celebrated poets
are the joys, referved for the righte-
ous in a future ftate, fo fublimely
defcribed, as by this fhort declara-
tion, that they are fuperior to all
defcription? < Lye hath not feen,
 nor car heard, neither have enter-
“ ed mto the heart of man, the
“ things which God hath prepared
« for them that love him.” * Where,
amidft the dark clouds of Pagan phi-
lofophy, can he thew us {uch a clear
profpett of a future ftate, the im-
_mortality of the foul, the refurreétion
of the dead, and the general judge-
ment, as m St. Paul’s firft cpittle to
Cormthians?  Or, from whence can
he produce {uch cogent exhortations
to the practice of cvery virtue, {uch

’ t C0r1 iii 9'
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ardent incitements to piety and de-
votion, and fuch afliftances to attain
them, as thofe which are to be met
with throughout every page of thefe
nimitable writings? To quote all
the paflages i them, relative to thefe
{ubjetls, would be almoft to tranf-
cribe the whole ; it is {ufficient to
obferve, that they arc every where
{tamped with fuch apparent marks
of fupernatural afliftance, as render
them indi{putably fuperior to and
totally unlike all human compofitions
whatever; and this {uperiority and
diflimilanity 1s ftll more {trongly
marked by one remarkable circum-
ftance peculiar to themf{clves, which
1s, that whilft the moral parts (being
of the moft general ufe) are intel-
ligible to the meaneft capacities, the
learned and inquifitive, throughout

De all
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all ages, perpetually find in them
imexhauftible difcoveries concerning
the nature, attributes, and difpenfa-
tions, of Providence.

To fay the truth, before the appear-
ance of Chriftianity there exifted no-
thing like religion on the face of the
earth, the Jewifh only excepted ; all
other nations were immerfed in the
grofleft idolatry, which had little or
no connection with morality, except
to corrupt 1t by the infamous exam-
ples of their imaginary deities: they
all worfhipped a multiplicity of gods
and .dexmons, whofe favour they
couried by impious, obfcene, and
ridiculous, c._.cmonies, and whofe
anger they endeavoured to appeafe
by the moft abominable cruelties.—
In the politeft ages of the politeft
nations in the world, at a time when

Greece
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Greece and Rome had carried the
arts of oratory, poetry, hiftory, archi-
teture, and {culpture, to the higheft
perfection, and made no inconfider-
able advances in thofe of mathema-
tics, natural and even moral philofo-
phy, in religious knowledge they had
made none at all ; a ftrong prefump-
tion, that the nobleft efforts of the:
mind of man, unafiifted by revela-
tion, were unequal to the tatk. Some’
few, indeed, of their philofophers
were wife enough to rejett thele
general abfurdities, and dared to at-
tempt a loftier _ﬂight. Plato intro-
duced many {ublime 1deas of nature,
and 1ts firlt caufe, and of the immor-
tality of the foul ; which, being above
his own and all human difcovery, he
probably acquired from the books

of Mofes, or the converfation of fome
1) 3 Jewilh
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Jewifh rabbies which he might have:
met with in Egypt, where he refided
and ftudied for feveral years. lIrom
him, Ariftotle, and, from both, Ci-
cero, and fome few others, drew
moft amazing ftores of philofophical
fcience, and carried their refearches
mto divine truths as far as human
genius alone could penetrate. But
thefe were bright conitellations which
appeared fingly in feveral centuries;
and even thefe, with all this know-

ledge, were very dehcient in true
theology. From the vifible works of

the Creation, they traced the being
and principal attributes of the Crea-
tor ; but the relation which his being
and attributes bear to man, they
Little underftood. Of piety and de-
“votion, fhey had fcarce any fenfe ;
nor could they form any mede of

worfhip
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worfhip worthy of the purity and
perfeCtion of the divine nature ; they
occafionally flung out many elegant
encomiums on the native beauty and
excellence of virtue, but they found-
ed 1t not on the commands of God,
nor conneéted it with a holy life, nor
hung out the happinefs of heaven as
its reward or its obje¢t. They fome-
times talked of virtue carrying men
to heaven, and placing them amongft
the gods, but by this virtue ‘they
meant only the invention of arts or
feats of arms ; for, with them; heaven
was open only to legiflators and- con-
querors, the civilizers or deftroyers
of mankind. This was, then, the
fummit of religion in the moft po-
lithed nations in the world ; and éven
this was confined to a few philofo-
phers, prodigies of genius and litera-

' D4 ture,



[ 40 ]

ture, who were little attended to,
and lefs underftood, by the genei‘ali-
ty of mankind in their own coun-
tries ; whillt all the reft were In-
volved in one cemmon cloud of ig-
norancé and fuperftition.

At this time Chriftianity broke
from the eaft like a piling fun, and
difpelled this univerfal darknefs
which obfcured every part of the
globe, and even at this day prevails
in all thole remoter regions to which

its falutary mfluence has not as yet
extended. Irom all thole which it

khas reached, 1t has, notwithftanding
its corruptions, banithed all thole
enormities, and mtroduced a more
rational devotion and purer morals;
it has taught men the unity and attri-
butes of the Supreme Being, the re~

miifion of fins, the refurreftion of
. the
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the dead, life everlafting, and the
Kingdom of Heaven; dettrines as
inconcelvable to the wifeft of man-
kind, antecedent to 1its appearance,
as the Newtoman {yftem 1s at this
day to the moft ignorant tribes of’
favages in the wilds of Americas
doltrines, which human reafon never
could have dilcovered, but which,
when difcovered, comcide with and
are confirmed by 1t; and which,
though beyond the reach of all the
learning and penetration of Plato,
Arifiotle,. and Cicero, are now clear--
ly laid open to the eye of every pea-
{ant and mechamc with the Bible in
his hand. Thefe are all plain falts
too glaring to be contraditted, and,
therefore, whatever we may think o
the authority of thefe boeks, the re-
lations which they contain, or the

' infpiration
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infpiration of their authors, of thefe
fatts no man, who has eyes to read,
or ears to hear, can entertain a
doubt, becaufe there are the books,
and in them is this religion,

PRO-
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PROPOSITION III.

MY third Propofition 1s this, that
from this book, called the New Tef-
tament, may be colletted a fyftem of
ethics, in which every moral pre-
cept founded on reafon is carried to
a higher degree of purity and per-
fetion, than in any other of the an-
cient philofophers of preceding
ages ; every moral precept founded
on falfe principles is intirely omitted,
and many new precepts added, pe-
culiarly correfponding with the new
objeét of this religion.

By moral precepts founded on rea-
{fon, I mean all thofe which enforce
the pratlice of fuch duties as reafon

informs
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informs us muft improve our natures,
and conduce to the happinefs of
mankind ; fuch are piety to God,
benevolence to men, juftice, charity,
temperance, and fobriety, with all
thofe which prohibit the commifiion
ef the contrary vices, all which de-
bafe our natures, and, by mutual
mjuries, introduce univerfal diforder,
and, confequenfly, univer{al mifery.
By precepts founded on falfe princi-
ples, I mean thofe which recommend
fictitiows virtues produttive of none
of thefe falutary effetts, and there-
fore, however celebrated and ad-
mired, are mn fa&t no virtues at all;
fuch are valour, patriotiim, and
triendthip.

That virtues of the firlt kind are
carried to a higher degree of purity
and perfe¢tion by the Chnftian reh-

. g100
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eion than by any other, it 15 here
unneccflary to prove, becaufe this is
atruth, which has been {6 frequently
demonftrated by her friends, "and
never once denled by the moft de-
termined of her adverfaries; but it
will be proper to fhew, that thofe of
the latter fort arc molit jﬁdiciouﬂy
omitted, becaufe they have recally
no intrinfic merit 1 them, and are
totally incompatible with the genius
and {pirit of this inftitution.

Valour, for inftance, or atlive
courage, is for the moft part conft-
tutional, and therefore can have no
more claim to moral merit, than wit,
beauty, health, ftrength, or any
other endowment of the mind or
body ; and fo far is it from produc-
ing any {alutary effetts by introduc-
ing peace, order, or happinefs, mto

{ociety,
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{fociety, that it is the ufual perpetra-
tor of all the violences which from
retaliated injuries diftra& the world
with bloodthed and devaftation. It
1s the engine by which the ftrong arc
cnabled to plunder the weak, the
proud to trample upon the humble,
and the guilty to -opprefs the inno-
cent; it 1s the chief inftrument
which Ambition employs in her un-
juft purfuits of wealth and power,
and 1s therefore {o much extolled by
her votaries; it was, indeed, conge-
nial with the religion of Pagans,
whofe gods were for the moft part
made out of deceafed heroes, exalted

to Heaven as a.reward for the mif-
chiefs which they had perpetrated
upon earth, and therefore with them
this.was the firft of virtues, and had
even:engrofied that denomination to

' itfelf
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itfelf; but whatever ment it may
have afflumed among Pagans, with
Chriftians 1t can pretend to none,
and few or none are the occafions in
which they are permitted to exert it;
they are {o far from being allowed to
infli€t evil, that they are forbid even

to refift it ; they are fo far from being
enccuraged to revenge injuries, that
onc of their firft duties is to forgive
them ; fo far from being incited to
deftroy their enemies, that they are
commanded fo love them, and to
ferve them to. the utmoft of their
power. If Chriftian nations, there-
fore, were nations of Chriitians, all
war would. be impoflible and un-
known amongft them, and valour
could be neither of ufe or eftimation,
and therefore .could never have a
place in the catalogue ' of Chriftian

yirtues,
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virtues, being Irreconciieable with
all its precepts. I object not to the
praife and honours- beftowed on the
valiant, they are the leail tribute
‘which can be paid them by thofe
who enjoy fafety and affiucnce by the
intervention of their dangers and
fufferings ; 1 aflert only, that active
.courage can never be a Chriftian vir-
tue, becaufe -a Chriftian can have
nothing to do with it. Paflive cour-
age 1s Indeed frequently, and pro-
perly, inculcated by this meek and
{uffering religion, under the titles of
patience and refignation ; a .real and
fubftantial virtue this, and a diurect
contraft to the former; for paffive
courage arifes from the nobleft dii-
pofitions of the human mind, from
a contempt of misfortunes, pain,
and death, and .a confidence in the

9 protection
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protelion of the Almighty; alive
trom the meaneft : from pafhion, va-
nity, and felf-dependence: paflive
courage is derived from a zeal for
truth, and a perfeverance in duty;
attive is the offspring of pnide and
revenge, and the perent of cruelty
and Injuftice: 1n fhort, -paflive cou-
rage is the refolution of a philofo-
pher; active, the ferocity of a favage.
Nor is this -more incompatible with
the precepts, than with the objeét, of
this reltgion, which is the attainment
of the Kingdom of Heaven ; for va-
lour is not that fort of violence, by
which that kingdom is to be taken;
nor arc the turbulent {pirits of he-
rocs and conquerors admitiible nto
thofe regions of peace, {ubordina-
tion, and tranquillity.

E Pairiotifm



[ 50 ]

Patriotfm  alfo, that celebrated
virtue {fo much prattifed in ancient,
and fo much profefled in modern,
times; that virtue, which fo long
preferved the liberties of Greece,
and exalted Rome to the empire of
the world ; this celebrated virtue, I
{ay, mult alfo be excluded, becaufc
it not.only falls fhort of, but diretly
counteracts, the extenfive benevo-
lence of this religion. A Chriftian
is of no country; he is a citizen of
the warld, and his neighbours and
counfrymen are the inhabitants of
the remoteft regions, whenever their
diftrefles demand. his friendly affift-
ance. Chrifianity .commands us to
love all mankind; Patriotifm: to ep-
prefs all. other countries. to advance
the imaginary profperity of our own.

Chnit-
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Chriftranity enjoins us to imitate the
untverf{al benevolence of our Creator,
who pours forth his bleflings on
every nation upon earth ; Patriotifm
to copy the wncan partiality of an
Englith parith-ofticer, whe thinks in-
juftice and cruelty meritorious, when-
cver they promote the intercfts of
his own inconfiderable viage. This
has cver been a favourite virtue with
mankind, becaufe 1t conceals felf-
intereft under the mafk of public
{pirit, not only from others, but even
from themfclves, and gives a licence
to inflié wrongs and injuries, not
only with impunity,” but with ap-
plaufe ; but it is fo diametrically op-
pofitc to the great .charaltenftic of
this inftitution, that it never could
have becn admitted into the lift of

Chriftian virtues.
) DNe Triend-



Triendfhip,likewife,althoughmore
<ongenial ‘to the principles of Chrif-
tianity, arifing from more tender and
amiable difpofitiens, could never gain
admittance amongit her benevolent
precepts for the fame reafon ; be-
caufe 1t 1s too narrow and .cenfined,
and appropriates that benevolence to
a fingle {ubjett, which 1s here com-
manded to be extended over all.
Where friendthips arife trom fimila-
rity -of {entiments and difinterefted
affections, :they are advantageous,
agreeable, and 1nnocent, but have
little pretenfions to merit; for it is
juftly -obferved, “ If ye love them,
* which love you, what thanks have
“ye? for {inners alfo Jove thofe, that
“Jove them.”* But if they are

formed from alliances in parties,

* Luke vi. 32. |
tactions,
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fattions, and mterefts, or from a: par-
ticipation of vices, the ufual parents
of what are called friendthips among
mankind, they are then both mif
chievous and criminal,; and confe-
quently forbidden,_ but m their ut-
moft puritv deferve no recommendas
tion from: this religion..

To the judicious omiflien of thefe
falfe virtues we may add, that re-
markable filence which the Chritian
Lcgiflator every where preferves on
fubjects eitcemed by all others of
the highieft importance, civil govern-
ment, national policy, and the rights.
of war and peacc; of thefe he has
not taken the leaft notice, prohably
-~ for this plain reafon, becaufe it wonld
have been impofiible to have formed
any explicit regulations concerning
them, which muft not have been in-

| E3 COn~
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confifient with the purity of his re-
Higion, or with the practical obferv-
ance of fuch mmperfett creatures as
men ruling over, and contending
with, each other: for inftance, had
he abfolutely forbid all refiftance to
the reigning powers, he had conft-
tuted a plan of defpotifm, and made
nmen {laves; had he allowed it, he
muft have authorifed difobedience
and made them rebels; had he m
direft terms prohibited alt war, he
mauft have left his followers for ever
an eafy prey to every infidel mvader ;
bad he permitted 1t, he muft have
dicenfed all that rapine and murder, -~
with which 1t is unavoidably attend-
ed.

Let us now examine what arc
thofe new precepts in this religion,
pecubiarly correfponding with the

| new



[ 55 ]

new objett of it, that is ‘preparing
us for the Kingdom of Heaven : of
thefe the chief are poornels of {pirit,
forgivenels of injuries, and charity
to all' men; to thefe we may add re-
pentance, faith, felf-abafement, and
a detachment from the world, all
moral duties peculiar to this religion,
and abfolutely neceflary to the attain-

ment of its end. |
« Blefled arc the poor in fpirit ;
« for theirs is the Kingdom of Hea-
“ yen :”* By which poernefs of {pi-
rit is to be underftoed a di{pofition
of mind, meek, humble, fubmiflive
to power, void of ambition, patient
of injuries, and free from all refent-
ment : this was {fo new, and foop-
pofite to the ideas of all Pazan mo-
s Matt. v. 3.

L

I 4 ralifts,
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ralifts, that they though- this temper
of mind a eriminal and contémptible
meannefs, which muft induce men
to facrifice the glory of their coun-
trv, and their own honour, to. a
thametul pufillanimity ;. and fuch it
appears to almoft all who are called
Chniftians even at this day, who not
-only reject it n prattice, but difavow
it in principle, notwithftanding this
explicit declaration of their Matfter.
We fee them revenging the {malleft
aftronts by premeditated murder, as
individuals, on principles of honour;
.and, m their national capacities, de-
{troving each other with fire and
{word, for the low confiderations af
commercial interefts, the balance of
rival powers, or the ambition of
princes : we {ee them with their
laft breath animating each other to a

favage
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favage revenge, aud, m the-agénias:
of death, plunging with feeble arms.
their daggers into the hearts of their
opponents: and, what is{ll worfe,.
we hear all thefe barbarifms: cele-
bratcd by hiftorians, flattered by poets,.
applauded 1n theatres, approved in
{fcnates, and even fanttified in pul--
pits. But univerfal practice cannot
“alter the nature of things, nor uni- .
verfal error change the nature of
truth.. Pride was not made for man,.

but humility, mecknefs, and refigna-
tion, that 15 poorncfs of {pint was.
made for man,.and properly belongs. -
to his dependent and precarious fi-
tuation ; and is the only difpofition.
of mind, which can enable him to.
enjoy, eafc and quict here; and hap-
pinefs hereafter : yet, was this 1m~
portant precept Intircly unknown
until
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antil it was promuigated by him,
who faid, ¢ Suffer little children to
¢ come unto me, and forbid them
“ not ; for of {fuch 1s the Kingdom
“ of Heaven : Verly I {ay unto you,
"¢ whoever fhall not receive the
“ Kingdom of God as a little child,
“ he fhall not enter therein,”*
Another precept equally new, and
no lefs excellent, is forgivenels of
mjuries: “ Ye have heard,” fays
Chrift to his difciples, “ Thou fhalt
“ love thy neighbour, and hate thine
“ enemy ; but I fay unto you, love
“ your enemies; - blefs them that
“ curfe you,; do good to them that
“ hate you, -and pray for them which
* defpitefully ufe you, and perfecute
“ you.” ., -'This. was aleflon fo new,

» Mﬂtt. X. I4l

), j: ‘t Mattl ;]' 43' t_‘ . .
and
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and fo utterly unknown, till taught
by his dottrines, and enforced by his
example, that the wifeft moralifts of
the wifeft nations and ages repre-
fented the defire of revenge as a
mark of a noble mind, and the ac-
complifiment of it, as one of ‘the:
chief felicities attendant on a fortu-
nate man. But how much more
magnanimous, how much- more be-
neficial to mankind, is forgivenefs!
it 1S more magnammous,  becaufe
every generous and exalted difpofi-
tion of the human mind is requifite
to the prattice of it: for thefe alone.
can enable us to bear the wrongs
and infults of wickednefs and- folly
with patienee, and to look dewn on
the perpetrators of them with pity,
rather than indignation ; thefe alone
can teach us, that fuch are but a

| part
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part of thofe fufferings allotted:to us
in this ftate of probation, and to
- know, that to overcome evil with
good is the moft glorious of all vic-
tories : 1t 1s the moft beneficial, be-
caufe this amiable conduét alone
can put an end te an eternal {fuccef-
fion of injuries and retaliations ; for
every retaliation becomes 2 new in-
jury, and requires another act of re-
venge for fatisfattion.. But would
we obferve this falutary precept, to
love our enemies, and to do good
to thofe who defpitefully ufe us;. this
abftinate benevolence would at laft

conquer the moit 1nveterate hearts,
and we fhould have no enemies to

forgive. How much more exalted
a charaéter, therefore, 1s a Chriftian

martyr, {uffering with refignation, and
praying for the frmlty , than that of
‘a Pagan
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a Pagan hero breathing revenge,
and deftroying the innocent! Yet,
noble and ufeful as this virtue is, be-
forc the appearance of this religion,
1t was not only unprattifed, but de-
cried in principle as mean and ig-
nomintous, though f{o obvious a re-
medy for moft of the miferies of this
life, and fo neceflary a qualification
for the happinefs of another.

A third precept, firft noticed and
firft mnjoined by this inftitution, is
charity to all men. What this is,
we may beft learn from this admi-
rable defcription, painted in the fol-
lowing words : ¢ Charity fuffereth
“ long, and 1skind ; charity envieth
“not; charity vaunteth not itfelf;
“ 1s not puffed up; doth not behave
“1tfelf unfeemly; fecketh not her
“own; 1s not eafily provoked ; think-
“ eth
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« cth no evil; rejotceth not in 1ins-
« quity, but rcjoiceth 1n truth; fear-
¢ ethall things; believeth all things;
< hopeth all things; endureth all
¢ things.” * Here we have an ac-
curate delineation of this bright con-

ftellation of all virtues, which con-
Aifts not, as many imagine, in the
building of monafteries, ‘endowment
-of hofpitals, or the diftribution of
‘alms, but in fuch an amiable difpo-
tion of mind, as exercifes itfelf every
‘hour in atts of kindnefs, patience,
- complacency, and benevelence to all
‘around us, and which alone ‘1s able
‘to promote happinefs in the prefent
lite, or render us capable of receiv-
ang it in another.: and yet this is to-
-tally new, and fo it is declared to be
by the author of it: “ A new com-

. rjcm- Xﬁil 4!1
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« mandment I give unto you, that
“ ye love one another; as I have
« Joved you, that ye love one an-
“ other ; by this {fhall all men know,
“ that ye are my dufciples, if ye have
« Jove one to another.”* This be-
nevolent difpofition is made the great
charalteriftic of 3 Chriftian, the teft
of his obedience, and the mark by
which he is to be diftinguifhed.
This love for each other 1s that cha-
rity juft now defcribed, and contains
all thofe qualitiess which are there
attributed: to it; humility, patience,
meeknefs, and beneficence: with~-
out which we muft live in: perpetual
difeord, and confequently cannot pay
cbedience to this comntandment by
loviog one anather; a command-

* Johnuxiii. 34.

9 mcnt
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ment fo {fublime, fo rational, and e
beneficial, {fo wifely calculated to
corrett the depravity, diminifh the
wickednefs, and abatc the miferies
of human naturc, that, did.we uni-
verfally comply ‘with it, we fhould
{oon be .relicved from all the in-
‘quietudes arifing from .our own un-
ruly paflions, anger, envy, revenge,
‘malice, and anibition, as -well as
from all thofe injuries, to which we
are perpetually expofed, from the in-
dulgence -of the fame paflions 1n
others. It would alfo preferve our
., minds in fuch a ftate of tranquillity,
and fo prepare them for the King-
dom of Heaven, that we fhould flide
out of a life of peace, love, and be-
nevolence, into that celeftial fociety,
by an almoft imperceptible tranfi-
tion.  Yct was this cemmandment
. antirely
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intirely 'new when gtven by him,
who fo mtitles it, and has made it
the capital duty of his religion, be-
caufe the moft ‘indifpenfubly necef-
fary to the attainment of its great
object, the Kingdom of Heaven ;
into which, 1if proud, turbulent, and
vindi€live, {pirits were permitted to
enter, they muft unavoidably deftroy
the happinefs of that flate by the
operations of the fame paiflions and
vices, by which they difturb the
prefent, and therefore all {uch muft
be cternally excluded, not only as a
punithment, but :alfo from incapa-
iy,

Repentance, by this we plainly
{ee, 1s-another new moral duty ftre-
nuoufly mfifted on by this religion,
and by no other, becaufe abfolutely

neceflary to the accomplithment of
I s
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its end ; for this alone can purge us
from thofe tranfgrcflions, from which
we cannot be totally exempted in
this ftate of trial and temptation,
and purlfy us from that depravity in
our nature, which renders us inca-
pable of attaining this'end. Hence
alfo wc may lcarn, that no repent-
| ance €an remove this ineapacit}r, but
fueh as intirely changes the nature
and difpofition.of the offender; which
“in the language of Scripture is called
“ bemg born again.” Mere contri-
tion for paft crimes, nor even the
pardon of them, cannot effect this,
unlefs 1t operates to this intire con-
verfion or new birth, as it is properly
and emphatically named: for for-
TOW Can no more purify a mind cor-
rupted by a long continuance in vi-
cious habits, than 4t can refiore

9 health
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health to a body diftempered by «
long courfc of vice and mtemper-
ance. Hence allo every one, who
isin the leaft acquainted with him-
{elf, may judge of the reafonablenefs
of the hope that is m him, and-ot
his fituatien 1n a future ftate by that
of his prefent. If he feels in him-
{elf a temper proud, turbulent, vin-
di@ive, and malevolent, and a vio-
Jent attachment to the pleafures or
bufinefs of the world, he may be
affured, that he muft be excluded
from the Kingdom of Heaven; not
~only becaufe his condutt can merit
no fuch reward, but becaufe, if ad-
mitted, he would find there no ob-
jelts fatisfaltory to his paffions, in-
clinations, and purfuits, and there-

fore could only difturb the happinefs
| D ef
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of others without enjoying any fhare
.of it him{elf.

Taith is another moral duty in-
joined by this inftitution, of a {pecies
{fo new, that the philofophers of an-
| tiquity had no word e}ipruiﬁve of
this idea, nor any {uch idea to be
exprefled; for the word @ziorig, or
fides, which we tranflate faith, was
never ufed by any Pagan writer in a
fenfe the leaft fimilar to that, to
which itis applicd in the New Tefta-
ment : where in general 1t fignifies
a -humble, ta,achable and canrhd
difpofition, & truft in God, and con-
fidence 1n his premiles; when ap-
plicd particularly to Chrittianity, it
means no mere than a belief of this
fingle pl‘OpGﬁtiO'l that Chrut was
'the Son.of God; that is, in the lag-

ouage
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guage of thofe writings, the Mefliah;
who was toretold by the prophets,
and expetted by the Jews; who
was lent by God into the world to.
preach righteoufnefs, judgement, and.
everlefting life, and to die as am
atonement for the fins of mankind.
1his was ail that Chnift requured to
be believed by thofe who were wil-
ling to become his difciples: he,
who does not believe this, 1s not a.
Chriftian, and he who does believes
the whele that 1s effential to his pro-
teflion, and alkthat is properly com-
prchended under the name of faith.
This unfortunate word has indced:
been fo tortured and fo mifapplied
to mean every abfurdity, which ar-
tifice could impofe upen 1gnorance,

that 1t has loft all pretenfions to the
title of virtue ; but if brought back
3 to
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to the limplicity of its originai hgn:-
neation, 1t well deferves that name,
becaufe it ufually arifes from the
moft amiable dipefitions, and 1s al-
ways a divett contraft to pride, ob-
ﬁiﬁa{:)*, arid felf-conceit, M taken
in the extenfive fenfe of an affent to
the evidence of things not feen, it
eompsehends the exiftence of a God,
and a future flate, and is therctore
not only itfelf a moral virtue, but the
fource from whence all others muft:
proceed ;- for on the belief of thefe
all religion and morality muft in-
tircly depend. It cannet be altoge-
ther void of moral merit ; {as fome
would reprefent it} becaufe it 1s in a
degree voluntary; for daily expe-
ricnce fhews us, that men not only
pretend to, but attually do- believe,.
and dibelieve almoft- any propofi-

ﬂOHSj



[ 71 ]

tions which beft fuit their interefis
or inclinations, and unfeignedly
change thewr fircere opinioné with
their fifuations and eircumftances.
For we have pewer over the mind’s.
eye, a8 well as over the body’s, to
thut it agawmft the firongeft rays of
truth and religion, whenever they
become painful to us, and te open
N agam to the faint glimmerings
of {ceptici{m and infidelity, when wé
“ love darknefs rather than hght,
“ becaufe our deeds are evil.” ¥—
And this, I think, fufficiently refutes
all-objetlions to the moral nature of
faith, drawn from the fuppofition
of its being quite inveluntary and
necefiarily dependent on the deégree

-
]

. % Johniu, 19+ . L

F 4 - of



L 72 ]

of evidence which 1s offered to- our
underfrandings.

Scir-abafement s another moral
auty inculcated by tnis religion only;
which requires us to impute even
our own virtues to the grace and fa-
vour of our Creator, and to acknow-
ledge that we can do nothing good
by our own powers, unle{s aflifted by
his over-raling influsnce. This doc-
trine feems at firlt fight to infringe
on our free-will, and to deprive us
of all merit; but, on a. clofer exa-
mination, the truth of it may be de-
monitrated both by reafon and ex-
perience, and that mn fat 1t does not
impair the one or depreciate the
other, and that it 1s produttive of fa
much humility, refignation, and de-
pendence, on God that it juftly

- claims
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glaims a place amongft the moft i
luftrious moral virtues. Yet was this:
duty utterly repugnant. to the proud.
and felf-fufficient. principles of the.
ancient philofophers, as well as mo-
dern Deifts, and therefore, before.
the publication of the Gofpel, totally.
unknown and uncomprehended.
Detachment. from the world 15,
another moral- virtue (conftituted by
this religion alone) fo new, that even
at this day ftew of 1ts profeffors can.
be perfuaded that it 1s required,.or
that it 15 any virtue- at all. By this
detachment from the world, 15 not
to be underitood a feciufion from fo-
ciety, abftrattion from all. bufinefs,
or retirement to-a gloomy. cloilter.—
Induftry and labour, cheerfulnefs
and hofpitality, are frequently re-;
commended ;. nor is the acquifition

ot
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of wealth and honours prohtbited,
if they can be obtained by honeft
‘means, and a moderate degree of
attenfion and care ; but {fuch an un-
remitted anxsety and perpetual ap-
plication, as engrofles our whole time
and thoughts, are forbid, becaufe
they are incompatible with the {pirt
of this religion, and muft utterly dif-
qualify ug for the attainment of its
great end. We toil on in the vam
purfuits and #ivolous occupations of
the world, die 1n our harnefs, and
then expett, if no gigantic crime
ftands in the way, to flep 1mmediate-
ly into the Kingdom of Heaven; but
this 1s impefiible ; for, without a pre-
-vious detachment from the bufinefs
of this world, we cannot be prepared
for the happinefs of anether. Yet
this could make no part of the mo-

rality
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raiity of Pagans, becaufe their vir-
tues were altogether conneéted with
this bufinefs, and conhfted chiefly in:
conduéting it with honour te them-
felves and benefit to the public. But:
Chriftraruty has a nébler object i
view — which, if not attended to,.
muit be loft for ever! This objett is
that celeftial manfion of which we
fhould never lofe fight, and to which-
we {hould ever be aﬁdvancing,.ﬂuringg
our journey through hfe 5 but thus,
by no means, precludes us from per-
torming the bufinefs,.or enjoymg the
amufements,. of travellers, provided:
they detain us not too long, or lead
us too far out of our way. N
It cannot be denied, that the great
author of the Chriftian nftitution,
- firft and fingly ventured to oppofe aft
the chief principles of Pagap. virtue,
and
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and to introduce a religion direflly
oppofite to thofe erroneous, though
long-eftablithed, opinions, both in its
duttes and 1n 1ts obje¢t. The moft
celebrated virtues of the ancients
were high {pint, intrepid courage,
and mmplacable refentment.

Imdiger, iracundus, inexorabilis, acer,

was the portrait of the moft illufir-
cus hero drawn by one of the firft
poets of antiquity. To all thefe ad-
mired qualities, thofe of a true Chril-
tian are an exatt contraft; for, this
religion conftantlv enjoins poornefs
of fpirit, meeknefs, patience, and for-
givenefs of injuries. “ But 1 fay
““ unto you, that ye refiit not evil;
“ but whoever thall {mite thee on
““ the night check, turn to him the

| « othey
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« other alfo.” * The favouiite cha-
ratters among the Pagans were the
turbulent, ambitious, and intrepid,
who, through toils and-dangers, ac-
quired wealth and ipent 1t i luxury,
magnificence, and corruption ; but
both thefe are equally adverfe to the
Chriftian {yftem, which forbids all ex-
traordinary efiorts to obtain wealth,
care to {ecure, or thought concerning
the enjoyment of it. ¢ Lay not up
“ for yourfelves treafures on earth,”
&c. <« Take no thought, faying,
“ what {hall we eat, or what fhail
“ we drink, or wherewithal fhall we
“ be clothed ? — for after all thefe
“ things do the Gentiles feek.”
The chief objett of the Pagans was

immortal fame ; for this, their poets

# Matt. v, 30. 4 Matt.vi. 31.
fang,
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-'fah.g:, their herocs fought, and their
patriots died: and this was hung out,
by their philofophers and legiilators,
as the great incitement to all noble
and virtuous deeds. But what {ays
the Chrifhian legiilator fo his difciples
-on this fubjett r — ¢« Blefied are ye,
« when men fhall revile vou, and
“ fhall {ay all manner of evil agamft
“ you, for my {ake ; rejoice, and be
« exceeding glad, for great is your
«“ reward 1 heaven.” * So widely
different is the genius of the Pagan
and Chrniftian morality, that I will
wenture to athrm, that the moft cele-
drated virtues of the former are more
woppofite to the {pint, and more In-
<onfiftent with the end, of the latter,
than cven their moft infamous vices s

' Matt. 'V.- -I'II
and
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and that a Brutus, wrenching veh-
geance out of his hands to whom
alone 1t belongs, by murdering the
oppreflor of his country, or a Cato,
murdering himfelf, fiom an  1mpa-
tience of contzou] leaves the world
more unqualified for, and morc inad-
miffible into, the Kingdom of Hea-
ven, than cven a Meflalina, or an
Heliogabalus, with all their proli-
gacy about them. -
Nothing, I believe, has {fo much
contributed to corrupt the true {pint
of the Chrifhian nititution, as that
partiality which we contract from our
carlieft education for the manners of
Pagan antiquity; from whence we
learn to adopt every moral idea
which 1s repugnant to it ; to applaud
falfe virtues, which that difavows ; to
be guided by laws of honour, which
that
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.that abhors; to imitate charaters
which that detefts; and to behold
heroes, patriots, conquerors, and {ui-
cides, with admiration, whofe con-
-duét that utterly condemns. Irom a
.coalition of thefle oppolite principles,
was generated that monfirous {yftem
-of cruelty and benevolence, of bar-
‘barifmand civility,of rapine and juf-
tice, of fighting and devotion, of re-
venge ‘and generoity, which harraf-
fed the world, for feveral centuries,
with crufades, holy wars, knight-
errantry, -and fingle combats, and
even ftill retamms influence enough,
-under the name of honour, to defeat
the moft beneficent ends of this holy
inflitution. I mean not, by this, to
pafs any cenfure on the principles
of valour, patriotifm, or-honour;

they may be ufeful, and perhaps
9 neceffary,
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neceffary, in the commerce and
bufinefs of the p‘i'cfent turbulent
and imperfe&t ftate 5 and thofe who
are attuated by them may be virtu-
ous, honeft, and even religious, men.
All that I affert 1s, that they cannot
be Chnftians 3 a profiigate may be a
Chriftian, though a bad one, becaufe
‘he may be overpowered by paffions
and temptations, and his attions may
contraditt his principles ; but a man,
whofe ruling principle is honour,
however virtuous he may be, cannot
be a Chriftian, becaufe he eredts a
ftandard of duty, and deliberately
acheres to i, diamerically oppofite
to the whole teneur of that -reli-

£10n.
The contraft between the Chrif-
tian, and all other inftitutions, reli-
G glous
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glous or moral, previous to ifs .ap-
pearance, is fufhciently evident ; angl
furely the fuperiority - of the former
1s as little to be difputed, unlefs
any oune fhall undertake to provc'
that inuluility, patieiace, forgivenefs,
and benevolence, are Iefs amtabie
and lefs beneficial qualitics than
pridc, turbulence, recvenge, and ma-
liﬂnity'; that the contempt of riches
1s lefs noble than the acquitition
by fraud and ullanv or the diitri-
bution of them to the poor  lefs
commendable than avarice or pro-
fufion; or, that a real immortality
in the Kingdom .of. Heaven 15 an
objelt lefs exalted, lefs - rational,
and lefs worthy of purfuit, thag
an Imagmary jmmortality in the
applaufe of men — that worthlefs

| tribute
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tribute which the folly of one part
of mankind pays to ‘the wicked-
nefs of the other ~— a tribute which
a wife man ought alwdys to de-
{pife, becaufe a good man can {carce
‘ever obtain, |

| G2 CON-
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CONCLUSION.

IF T miftake not, I have now fuliy
eftablifhed ‘the truth of my three
“Propofitions.

. Firft, That there is now extant a
-book intitled the New Teftament.

-~ Serondly, -Thut from this book
may be extralted afyftem of religion
intirely: new, both in its obje€t and
- its dottrines, not .only fuperior to,
* “but totally unlike, every thing which
- had ever before entered into the mind
of man. .

-+ - Thirdly, That from this book may
likewife .be colleted a fyftem of
ethics, “in which every moral precept
founded. on reafon is carried to. a
13 o higher
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higher degree of purity and perfec-
tion, than in any other of the wifcft
philofophers of preceding ages;
every moral precept founded on falfe
principles totally omitted, and many
new precepts added pecuharly-cor-
re{ponding ‘with the new ob]e& of
this religion.

Every one:of thefe prop@f" tions, Ii
am perfuaded, -is incontrovertibly
true; and if:tewe, this.thost; But-eer-:
tain, conclufion muit mevitably fol-
low; That fuch a: fyftem of religion:
and morality could:not poflibly have
keen the work of any:mamn, or fet of
men, much: lefs of thofe obicure, 'ig‘*'
nerant, and iliterate, perfons who.
«€tually.did difcovér and publifk it to
the . world ;- and that, therefore, -it
muft have beer ffeéted by the fuper-
natural interpofition of divine pewer

G393 and
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~ and wifdom ;- that is, that it. muft de-.
sive its origin from.God..

. This argument {eems to.me httle
fh,ort of demonfiration, and is indeed,
founded op the very.fame realoning
by which the material world 1s proved
to be the work of his invifible hand.
We view with admiration the hea-.
vens and the earth, and. all therein
contained;. we c¢ontemplate  with,
amazement the minute bodies of ani-
mals too fmall for perception, and.
the . immenfe planctayy. orbs too vaft:
lor imagination; we are certain that.
thefe cannet be. the works of man;
and therefore we conclude, with rea-
fon, that they muft- be the produc-.
lions of- an -omnipotent Creatar. In.
the fame .manner, we fee here-a.
fcheme-of religion and morality un-
like and fuperior to all ideas of -the

human

ad
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haman. niind, -equally impoflible to
have been difcovered by the know-;
ledge, as mvented. by the artifice of
man; and, thercfore, by the very
fame mode- of reafoning,, and. with
the fame juftice,. we uo@cﬁlude‘,} that
it muft deriye 1ts origin from the
fame omuipotent and, omnifcient

Being.. |
Nor vigs the propagation: et this:
religion lefs extraordinary than the
religienitfelf,. or lefs above the reack.
ot d“ hunman pawer, than the difco--
very of 1t was.abaove-that of all. hu--
man underftanding;. It 13 el
known, that in the courfe of a very.
few years it was fpread over all the.
principal. parts of- Afid and. of ku-
rope, and this by the miniftry only of
22 inconfrderable number of the mott:
G 4 INCOMN=—
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inconfiderable perfons; that at this
time Paganifm was in the higheft-
repute, believed univerfally by the
vulgar, and patronized by the great ;
that the wileft men of the wifeft na-
tions alintted at its facrifices, and
confulted its oracles on the moft im-
portant occafions,  Whether thefc
were the tricks of the priefts or of
the devil, is of no confequence, as
they were both equally unlikely to
be converted- or overcome ; the faét
is certain, that on the preaching of
a few fifhermen, their altars were
deferted, and their deities were
dumb, 'This miracle they undoubt-
edly periormed, whatever we may
‘think of the reft; and this is furely {ul-
hcient to prove the authority of the!

comniflion, aud to convince us, that

neither
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acither their undertaking nor the ex-
ecution of it could poflibly be their

own. :
How much this divine inftitution
has been corrupted, or how {oon-
thefe corruptions began, how far it
has been difcoloured by the falfe
notions of illiterate ages, or blended
with fictions by pious frauds, or how
carly thefe notions and fitions were
introduced, no learning -or fagacity -
is now able precifely to afcertain;
but furcly no man, who fertoufly
confiders the excellence and novelty
“of its doflrines, the manner in which
it was at firft propagated through the-
world, the perfons who atchieved
that wondertul work, and t]ie_prigif. |
nality of thofe writings in which 1t
1s ftill recorded, can poflibly believe
that it could ever have beer the pro-
duttion
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dultion of rimpdﬂure of chance; or
that froni, an: i'mpoﬁure: the: moft:
wicked and blafphemous (for if "an
impofture, fuch it is) all the religion;
and virtue now exifting on earth can
derive their {fource.

But notwithftandin o wlat has been
hiere urged, iffany man cambelieve,
that at a time when the literature
of Greece and'Reme, then in their
meridian Rkiftre, -were miufhcient for
the tafk, the {6n of a carpenter, to-
cether- with twehve: off the: meaneft
and moft illiterate mechiantes, his
aflociates, unaflifted by any fuper-
natural power, fhould be-able to-dif-
cover or invent a-{witem of theology
the moft: fublime, and: of cthics the
moft: perfeét, which had efcaped the
penctration and -learning of Plato,.
Anifictlz, -and Cicero;. and that from.

- this
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this {yftem, by their  own fagacity,:
they had excluded every falfe virtue,:
though univerfally admired; -and’ ad-:
mitted every trug virtue, though: de--
{pifed and ridiculed by all the reft of:
the world, If any one can believe
that thefe men could become impoi-.
tors, -for no-other purpofé than the.
propagation of truth, villains for no.
end but to teach 'hpneﬁy,-. and .mar-
tyrs.without the lealt profpeét of ho-.
nour. or advantage; or that, 1f ail:
this fhould have been. poflible, thefe:
few inconfiderable perfons . fhould.
have been able, -in the courfe of a
few vears, to have fpread this. their
religion; over moigt parts of the then
known avorld,. in oppefition. to fae
interefts, pleafurcs, ambition, preju-.
dices, and evenreafon, of manking ;
te.heve irimmphediover.the pawer, of;

pIInces,
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princes, theé intrigues of ftates, the
force of cuftom, the blindnefs of zeal,
the influence of priefts, the argu.
ments of orators, and the philofophy
of the world, without any fuperna-
tural affiftance ; if any -one can be-
heve all thefe miraculous events,
contradiftory to the conftant experi-
ence of the powers and difpofitions
of human pature; he muft be pof-
fefled of much more faith than is
nieceflary to make him a Chniftian,
and remain an unbehever from merc
credulity: .

But thould thefe credulous mﬁde}s
after- all be in the.right, and this
pretended revelation be all a fable,
fromtt believing it what harm could
enfue? . Would' it render princes
more tyi"an'li(, al, or {ubjeéts more
usgovernable? the:rich more inic-
. Jent,
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lent, or the poor more diforderly?
Would it make worfe parents or
children, huibaads or wives, mafters
or fervants, friends or neighbours?
Or weuld i not make men more
virtuous, and, confequently more
happy in every fituatron? It could
not be criminal ; it could not be de-
trimental. .- It eould not be criminal,
becaufe it canhot be a crime -to af-
fent to fuch evidence ds has been able
to convince the beft-and wifeft of
-mankind; by which, if falfe, Provi-
dence muft -have permittedimen to
deceive each other for-the moft be-
neficial ends, and. which, therefore,
1t would be furely more - mertorious
to believe from. a difpofition of faith
and charity, -which- belevethh::all
" things, -than te reje&t-with feorn from
obftinacy .and {elf-conceit. It¢annot
be
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‘ba. detrlmental beécaufe if- Chv’lﬂ

ianity is-a fable, 1t is a fable, ‘the be-
lief 'of which is the only principlé

which can retain ‘men in a fteady
and uniform .courfe of virtue; ‘pictr,
and: devbtion; or tan {upport them
in the hour -of diftrefs, of ficknefs,
and ot :death. Whatever might be
the operations of truc ‘deifm on the
minds of Pagan philofophers, thit
«can now -avail us mnething ; for thdt
hght which once hghtened the Gen-
tles, 1s new abforbed in the brightdr
lluminatien of the Gofpel : we ‘ean
now form no rational fyftem of deifm,
but what muft be borrowed from that
fource, and, as far ‘as 1t reaches
towards pertettion, muft be exally
the fame; and, therefore, if we will
not .accept of Chriftianity, we cah
‘have no.religion at all. - Accordingly
we
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e {ee, that thofe who fly from s,
fcarce ever ftop at defm, but haften
on with great alacrity to.a total re-
jection of -all religious and moral
principles whatever. .

It I have here dcmonﬁlatcd thc
divine origin of the . Chriftian rel-
sion by an argument which cannot
be confuted; no others, however
plaufible or numerous; founded on
probabilities, doubts; and -cenjec-
tures, can ever difprove it, becaufe,
it it 1s once fhewn to be true, 1t can-
not be falle: . But as many argu-
ments of this kind have bewildered
fome -candid and ingenuous ‘minds,
{ fhall herc beftow a few lines onm
thofe which have the moft weight,
in order to wipe out, or, at caft, to
diminifh their perplexing influence. -

But
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But here I mult pref*iouﬂy ob-
ferve, that the moft unfurmountable,
as well as the moft ufual, obftacle
to our belief, arifes from our pafions,
appetites, and intereftsy . for faith
being an a&t of the will as much as
-of the underftanding, we oftencr dif:
believe for want of inclination, than
want of evidence, The firft ftep
towards thinking this revelation true,
is our hopes that it is {fo; for when-
ever we much wifh any propofition
to be true, we are not far from be-
heving it. It 1s certainly for the in-
tereft of all good men, that its au-
thority fhould be well founded ; and
ftill more beneficial to the bad, if
ever they intend to be better; be-
caufe it is the only fyftem cither of
reafon or religion which can give
' them
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shem any aflurance of pardon. The
punifhment of vice 1s a debt due to
juftice, which cannot be remitted
without compenfation: repentance
can be no compenfation; it may
change a wicked man’s difpofitions,
and prevent his offending tor the fu-
ture, but can lay no claim te pardon
for what is paft. If any one, by pro-
fligacy and extravagance, contratts a
debt, repeatance may make him
wifer, and hinder him from running
into farther diftreffes, but can never
pay off his old bonds, for which he
muft "be cver accountable, unlefs
they are difcharged by himfelf, or
iome other in his ftead ; this very dif-
charge Chriftianity alone holds. forth
on our repentance, and, if true, will
certainly perform; the truth of i,
therefore, muft ardently be wifhed

I1 for
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for by all, except the wicked, who
are determined neither to repent or
reform. It1iswell worth every man’s
while, who cither 1s, or mtends to
be, virtuous, to believe Chriftianity
1f he can; becaufe he will find it the
fureft prefervative againft all vitious
habits and therr attendant evils, the
beit refource under diftrefles and dif-
appointments, ill health and 1ill for-
tune, and the firmeft balis on which
contemplation can reft; and without
fome, the human mind 1s never per-
tectly at cale. But if any one is at-
tached to a favourite pleafure, or
eagerly engaged 1n wordly purfuits
incompatible with the precepts of
this religion, and he believes it, he
nuft either relinquith thofe purfuits
with uneaiinefs, or perfift in them
svith remoric and diffatisfaétion, and

there-
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iherefore muft commence unbeliever
in his own defence. With fuch I
thall not difpute, nor pretend to per-
{fuade men by arguments to make
themfclves miferable : but to thofe,
who, not afraid that this religion
may be true, are really affelled by
fuch objettions, I will offer the fol-
lowing anfwers, which, though fhort,
will, I doubt not, be fufficient to
hew them their weaknefs and futi-
ity.

In the nrft place, then, fome have
been {fo bold as to ftrike at the root
of all revelation from God, by af-
{erting, that 1t 1s incredible, becaufe
unncceflary, and unneceflary, be-
caufe the reafon which he has Dbe-
ftowed on mankind 1s {fufiiciently
able to difcover all the religious and
moral duties which he requires of

H 2 them,
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them, it they would but attend to
her precepts, and be guided by her
friendly admonitions. Mankind have
undoubtedly at various times, from
the remoteft ages, received {o much
knowledge by divine communica-
tions, and have ever been fo much
inclined to mmpute 1t all to their own
fufficiency, that it is now difficult to
determine what human reafon un-
aflifted can efteét: but to form a
truc judeement on this fubject, let us
turn our cyes to thofe remote re-
gions of the globe, to which this {u-
pernatural afliftance has never yet
extended, and we fhall there f{ece
men endued with {enfe and reafon
not inferior to our own, fo far from
being capable of forming {yftems ot
religion and morality, that they are
at this day tetally unable o make

8 o
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nail or a hatchet: from whence we
may furcly be convinced, that reafon
alone is fo far from bemg fufficient
to offer to mankind a perfett reli-
eion, that it has never yet been ablc
to lead them to any degree of eul-
ture or civilization whatever.. Thefe
have uniformly flowed from that
great fountain of divine communica-
tion opened 1n the caft, m the car-
hieft ages, and thence been gradu:
ally diffufed -in falubrious ftreams,
throughout the various regions of
the-earth. 'Fheir rife and progrefs;
by furveying the hiftory of the world;
may cafily be traced backwards.to
their fource ; ~and Wwherever .thefe
have not as yet been able to pene+
trate, ‘we there. find the human {pe-
cies not only void of all true reli
gious and moral fentiments, - but net

I 3 the
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the leaft emerged from their origi-
nal ignorance and barbarity ; which
fcems a demonftration, that although
buman reafon 1s capable of progref-
tion in {cience, yet the firft founda-
tions muit be laid by f{upernatural
infiruétions : for furely no other pro-
bable caufe can be affigned, why
ene part of mankind fhould have
made fuch an amazing progrefs in.
religious, moral, metaphylical, and.
phitofophical, inquiries; fuch -won-
derful improvements in policy, le-
giflation, commerce, and manufac-
tures, while the other part, formed:
with the {ame natural capacities,
and divided only by {¢as and moun-
tains, fhould remain, during the fame
number of ages, in a ftate hittle {u-
perter to brutes, without govcrn-
ment, without laws or letters, and

even
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even without clothes and habita-
tions ; murdering cach other to fa-
tiate their revenge, and devouring
each other to appeafe- their hunger.
I fay no caufe can be affigned for
this amazing difference, cxcept that
the firft have received information
from thofe divine communications
recorded in the Ncriptures, and the
latter have never yet been favoured
with fuch afiftance. "This remark-
able contraft feems an unanfwerable,
though perhaps a new proof of the
ne‘cefﬁty— of- revelation, and a {olid

refutation of all arguments againft it,,
drawn from the fufﬁcu_nay of hurnan

reafon.  And as reafon in her natu-
ral ftate 1s thus incapable of making
any progrefs m knowledge, fo when
turnifhed with materials by fuperna-
turai aid, 1t left to the guidance of

H 4 her
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hor own wild imaginations, fhe tall

into more numerous and more eorofs

5
errors, than her own native 1gnor-
ance could cver have f{uggefted.
There 1s then no abfurdity {o extra-
vagant, which fhe 1s not ready to
adopt : fhe has perfuaded {fome, that
there 1s no God ; others, that there
can be no future ftate: fhe has
taught fome, that there 1s no difter-
ence between vice and virtue, and
that to cut a man’s throat and to re-
lieve his neceffities are ations equal-
ly meritorious : the has convinced

many, that they have no free-will in
oppofition to their own experience ;
fome, that there can be no {uch
- thing as {oul, or fpirit, contrary to
therr own perceptions ; and others,
no {uch thing as matter or body, in
contradictionn to their fenfes. By

| analyfing
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analviing all things fhe can fhew,
that there is nothing 1n any thing ;
by perpetual fifting, fhe can reduce
all exiftence to the mvifible duft of
fcepticiim ; and by recurring to firft
principles, prove to the fatistaétion
of her tollowers, that there are no
principles at all. IHow far fuch a
gulde 1s to be depended on m the
important concerns of religion and
morals, I lecave to the judgement of
‘every confiderate man to determine.
1 his 1s certain, that human reafon, 1n
its higheft ftate of cultivation amongft
the philofophers .of Greece and
Rome, was never able to form a re-
hgion comparable to Chnftianity s
nor have all thofe fources of moral
virtue, fuch as truth, beauty, and
the fitnefs of things, which modern

phllofophgrs have - endeavoured. - to
{ubfti-
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fubftitute mn 1ts ftead, ever been ef-
fetual to produce good men, and
have them{elves often been the pro-
duttions of fome of the wortt.
Others there are, who allow, that
a revelation from God may be both

necefiary and credible ; but allege,
that the Scriptures, that is the books

of the Old and New Teitament, can-
not be that Revelation ; becauie in
them are to be found errors and in-
cornfiftencies, fabulous ftories, faife
falts, and falfe philofophy, which
can never be dertved from the foun-
tain of all wildom and truth. To
this I reply, that I readily acknow-
ledge, that the Scriptures are not re-
velations from God, but the hiftorv
of them : the revelation itfelf is de-
rived from God ; but the hiftory of
it 1s the ‘produttion of men, and

9 - therefore
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therefore the truth of 1tis not in the
jeaft affeCted by their fallibility, but
depends on the internal evidence of
its own fupernatural cxcellence. If
in thefe books fuch a religion, as
has been here defcribed, altually
exifts, no {feeming, or even real, de-
felts to be tound in them can dif-
prove the divine onigin of this reli-
gion, or Imvalidate my argument,
Let us, for inftance, grant that the
Mofaic Hiftory of the Creation was
founded on the erroneous but popu-
far principles of thole early ages,
who imagmed the earth to be a vaft
plain, and the celeftial bodies no
more than luminaries hung up In
the concave firmament to enhghten
it ; will it from thence follow, that
Mofes could not be a proper infiru-
ment in the bands of Providence,

to
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to impart to the Jews a divine law,
becaufe he was not infpired with a
fore-knowledge of-the Copernican
and  Newtonian {vftems? or that
Chrift muft be an mmpoftor, becaufe
Mofes was not an aftronomer? Let
us alfo {fuppofe, that the accounts of
Chrift’s temptation in the Wilder-
nefs, the Devil’s taking refuge in
the herd of {wine, with fcveral other
narrations in the New Teftament,
frequently ridiculed by unbelievers,
were all but ftortes accommodated
to the ignorance and fuperftitions of
the times and countries in which
they were written, or pious frauds
intended to imprefs on vulgar minds
a higher reverence of the power and
fanttity of Chrift, will this in the
leaft impeach the excellence of his
reli-gﬁion-; or the authoritf,r of its foun-

g der ?
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der? or is Chriftianity anfwerable
for all the fables of which it may
have been ‘the innocent occafion ?
The want of this obvious diftinction
has much injured the Chriftian caufe;
becaufe on this ground 1t has ever
been moft {uccefstully attacked, and
on this ground it is not cafily to be
defended : for if the records of this
revelation are {uppoled to be the re-

velation itfelf, the leaft defeét difco-
vered in them muft be fatal to the
whole. What has led many to over-
Jook this diftintion, is that common
phrafe, that the Scriptures arc the
word of God ; and in one {enfe they
certainly are; that is, they are the
facred repofitory of all the revela-
tions, difpenfations, promies, and
precepts, which God has vouchfafed
to communicate to mankind; but

by
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by this expreflion, we are not to un-
derftand that every part of this volu-
minous collection of hiiterical, poe-
tical, prophetical, theological, and
moral writings, which we call the
Bible, was dictated by the 1mme-
diate mfluence of divine mnipiration :
the authors of thefe books pretend
to no {uch iafallibility, and if they
.claim it not for themfelves, who has
‘the authority to claim it for them?
“Chrift required no fuch beliet from
thofe who were willing to be his
difciples. e fays, ¢ He that be-
“lieveth on me hath everlafting
“ life;”* but where does he fay,
He that believeth not every word
«contained in the OGld Teftament,
which was then extant, or cvery

* John vi. 47.

wword
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word 1n the New Teftament, which
was to be wrote for the mftruétion
of future generations, hath not ever-
lafting life ¢ There are Innumerable
occurrences related in the Scriptures,
fome of greater, fome of lefs, and
fome of no importance at all; the
truth of which we can have no rea-
fon to queflion, but the belief of
them 1s furely not eflential to the
faith of a Chnitian: I have no doubt
but that St. Paul was fhip-wrecked,
and that he left his cloak and his
parchments -at Troas; but the beliet
of thefe fatts makes no part ot Chrif-
tianity, nor is the truth of them any
proof of its authenty. It proves
only that this Apoftle could not, 1n
common life, be under the perpe
tual influence of infallible nfpira-
tions for, had he been {o, he would
not
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not have put to {ca before a ftorm,
nor have forgot his cloak. Thefe
writers were undoubtedly diretted
by fupernatural influence i all things
neceflary to the great work, which
they werc appointed to periorm: at
particular times, and on particular
occafions, they were ecnabled to
utter prophecies, to {pecak languages,
and to work miracles; but m all
other circumftances, they {feem to
have been left to the direCtion of
their own underftandings hke other
men. In the fciences of hiftory,
geography, aftronomy, and philofo-
phy, they appear to have been no
better inftructed than -others, ana
thercfore were not lefs liable to be
milled by the errors and prejudices
ot the times and countries in which
they lived. " They related facts, like
. honeit
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honeft men, to the beft of their
knowledge or information, and they
recorded the divine leffons of their
mafter with the utmoft fidelity; but
they pretended to no infallibility, for
they fometimes differed in their re-
lations, and they fometimes difa-
greed In their fentiments. All which
proves only, that they did not att or
write 1In a eombination to deceive,
but not 1n the leaft impeaches the
truth of the revelation which they
publifhed ; which depends not on
any external evidence whatever : for
I will venture to affirm, that if any
one could prove, what is impoi_mﬁlcw
to be proved, becaufe it 1s not true,
that there are errors in geography,
chronology, and philofophy, in e?ei'y
page of the Bible, that the prophe-
cies therein delivered are all but for-

I tunate
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tunate guefles, or artful applications,
and the miracles there recorded, ne
better than legendary tales: i any
one could fhew, that thefe books
were never written by their pretend-
cd authors, but were poficrior im-
pofition on illiterate and credulous
ages: all thele wonderful difcoveries
would prove no more than this, that
God, for reafons to us unknown,
had thought proper to permit a re-
velation, by him communicated to
mankind, to be mixed with their ig-
norance, and -corrupted by therr
frauds, from its earlicft infancy, m
the fame manner in which he has
vifibly permitted it to be mixed, and

corrupted from that period to the
prefent hour. If in thele books a

religion fuperior to all human ima-

gmatlon aCtually exifts, it is of no
con-
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cmlfequcncc, to the _p‘i‘oo? of its di=
vine origin, by what means it was
there 1introduced, or with what hu-
man crro¥s and imperfettions it is
blended. A diamond, though found
in a bed of mud, is {till a diamond,
nor can the dirt, which furrounds it,
depreciate its value or deftroy its
luftre.

To fome fpeculative and rcfined
obfervers, it has appeared incredible
that a wife and benevolent Creator
fhould have conftituted a world upoit
one plan, and a religion for it on
another ; that is, that he fhould have
revealed a religion to mankind which
not only contradiéts the principad
paffions and inclinations which he
has implanted i their natures, but
is incompatible with the whole ecos
nomy of that world which he has

J2 created,
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created, and in which he has thought
proper to place them. This, fay
they, with regard to the Chriftian, is
apparently the cafe: — the love of
power, riches, honour, and tame, are
the great incitements to. generous
and magnanimous attions; yet by
this imftitution are all thefe depre-
ciated and difcouraged. Government
is eflential to the nature of man, and
cannot be managed without certaiy
degrees of violence, corruption, and
| impolition ; yet are all thefe 'ﬁri@tly
forbid. Nations cannot fubfift with-
out wars, nor -war be carried on
without rapine, defolation, and mur-
der; yet are thefe prohibited under
the fevereft threats. The non-refifi-
ance of evil muft fubject individuals.
to continual oppreflions, and leave
nations a defencelefs prey to their
enemies ;

-
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enemics 3 yet is this recommended.
Perpetual patience under infults and
injuries muft every day provoke new
infults and new injuries ; yet 1s this
enjoined. A neglett of all we eat
and drink and wear muft put an end
to all commerce, manufaétures, and
induftry ; yet i1s this required. In
(hort, were thefe precepts univerfally |
obeyed, the difpofition of all human
affairs muft be intirely changed, and
the bufinefs of the world (conftituted
as 1t now 1s) could not go on.

To all this I anfwer, that fuch
indeed 1s the Chrittian revelation,
though fome of its advocates may
perhaps be unwilling to own it ; and
fuch it is conftantly declared to be,
by him who gave it, as well as by
thofe who publifhed it under his im-
mediate direétion:—tc thelc he fays,

I3 “ If
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““ It ve were of the world, the werld
““ would love his own ; but, becaufe
““ ye are not of the world, but I have
“ chofen you out of the world;
‘“ therefore the world hateth you.” *
To the Jews he declares, ¢ Ye are
“ of this world ; T am not of this
““ world.” + St.Paul writes to the
Romans, “ Be not conformed to
“ this world;” } and to the Corin-
thians, “ We fpeak not the wifdom
““ of this world.”§ St. James fays,
“ Know ye not that the friendfhip
“ of the world is enmity with God?
““ wholoever, therefore, will be 2
“ friend of the world, is the cnemy
“of God.”|| This irreconcilcable

* John, xv. 1q. + John, viil. 23.
1 Rom. xii. 2, { Cor. 1. 6.
| James, iv. 4.
difagreement,
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difagreement, between Chriftianity
and the world, is anneunced 1n num-
berlefs other places in the New Tef-
tament, and indeed by the whole
tenour of thofe writings. Thefe are
plain declarations, which, in {pite of
all the evafions of thofe good ma-
nagers, who choofe to take a little of
this world in thetr way to heaven,
ftand fixed and 1mmoveable againft
all their arguments (drawn from pub-
lic benefit and pretended neceflity),
and muft ever forbid any reconcilia-
tion between the purfuits of this
world and the Chriftian mftitution.
But they, who reje€t it on this ac-
count, enter not into the fublime
{pirit of this religion, which 1s not
a code of precife laws defigned for
the well-ordering {ociety, adapted: to-
the ¢nds of worldly convenience, and

14 amenable
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amenable to the tribunal of humarn
prudence, but a divine leflon of pu-
rity and perfettion, fo far fuperior
to the low confiderations of con-
queft, government, and commerce,
that 1t takes no more notice of them
than of the battles of game-cocks,
the policy of bees, or the induftry
of ants; they recollett not what 1s
the firft and principal obje& of this
inftitution ; that this 1s not, as has
been often repcated, to make us
happy or even virtuous 1n the pre-
{ent life, for the fake of augmenting
our happinefs here, but to conduct
us through a ftate of dangers and
{ufferings, of fin and temptation, In
fuch a manner as to qualify us for
the cnjoyment of happinefs here-
after. All other inftitutions of reli-
gion and morals were made for the

'»'Ol‘ld,.
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world, but the charalteriftic of this
is to be againft it; and, therefore,
the merits of Chriftian declrines are
not to be weighed in the {cales of
public utility, like thofe of moral
precepts, becaufe worldly utility 1s
not their end. If Chrift and his
Apottles pretended that the religion,
which they preached, would ad-
vance the power, wealth, and prof-

perity, of nations or of men, they
would have deferved but little cre-

dit; but they conftantly profefs Ithe

contrary, and every where declarc
that their religion is adverfc to the

world and all its purfuits. Chrift fays,
{peaking of his difciples, ¢« They are
“ not of the world, even as 1 am
“ not of the world.” * It can there-

* John xvi. 16,
fore



[ ‘122 ]

fore be no imputation on this reli-
eion, or on any of its precepts, that
they tend not to an end which
their auther profeffedly difclaims
nor can it {urely be deemed a defect,
that it is adverfe to the vain purfuits
of this world, for fo are reafon, wil-
dom, and expertence ; they all teach
us the {ame leflon ; they all demon-
firate to us, every day, that thefc arc
begun on falfe heopes, camied on
with difquietude, and end in difap-
pointment. This profefled incompa-
tibility with the little, wretched, and
iniquitous, bufinefs of the world, 1s,
therefore, fo far from being a defett
ir this religion, that, was there no
other proof of its divine erigin, this
alone, I think, would be abundantly
fufficient. The great plan and be-
nevolent defignof this difpenfation

1%
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is plainly this, to enlighten the minds;;
purify the religion, and amend the
morals, of mankind in general, and
to felect the moft meritorious of them.
to be fucceflively tranfplanted. into.
the Kingdom of Heaven; which gra-
cious offer is impartially tendered to-
all who, by perfcverance in meeknefs,,
patience, piety, charity, and a detach-
ment from the world, are willing to
qualify themfelves for this holy and
happy focicty. Was this univerfally
accepted, and did every man obferve
ftrictly every precept of the Gofpel,
the face of human affairs and the
economy of the world would indeed
be greatly changed ; but furely they
would be changed for the better, and
we fhould enjoy much more happi-
nefs, even here, than at prefent : for

we mult not forget that evils are by
1t
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it forbid as well as refiftance ; 1nju-
ries as well as revenge ; all unwil-
lingnefs to diffufe the enjoyments of
Iife, as well as {ollicitude to acquire
them ; all obftacles to ambition, as
well as ambition itfelf ; and, there-
fore,all contentions for poiver and 1n-
tereft would be at an end, and the
world would go on much more hap-
pily than it now does. But this uni-
verfal acceptance of fuch an offer,
was never expetted from {o de-
praved and imperfeét a creature as
man, and therefore could never have
been any part of the defign; for it
was foreknown and foretold, by him
who made it, that few, very few,
would accept it on thefe terms.—
He {ays, ¢« Strait 15 the gate and
“ narrow 1s the way which lead-
“ cth into life, and few there be
¢ that
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« that find 1it. ”*  Accordingly, we -
fee that very few are prevailed on,
by the hopes of future happinefs, to
relinquifh the purfuits of prefent
pleafures or interefts, and therefore
thefe purfuits are little interrupted
by the fecefiion of {o inconfiderable
a number. As the natural world {ub-
ifts by the.ftruggles of the fame ele-
ments, fo does the moral by the con-
tentions of the fame paffions, as from
the beginning ; the generality of
mankind are altuated by the fame
motrves, Uﬁght, {cuffle, and fcramble,
for power, riches, and pleafures, with
the fame eagernefs ; all occupations
and profetlions are exercifed with the
{ame alacrity, and there are {oldiers,
lawyers, ftatefmen, patriots, and po-

* Matt, vil. 4. | N
liticians,
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liticians, juft as if Chriftianity had
never exifted. Thus, we fee this
wondertul difpenfation has anfwered
all the purpofes for which it was in-
tended: 1t has enlightened the
minds, purified the religion, . and
amcnded the morals of mankind;
and, without {ubverting the confti-
tution, policy, or bufinefs, of the
world, opcned a gate, though a ftrait
one, through which all, who are
wife enough to choofe it and good
enough to be fit "for 1t, may find an
entrance into the Kingdom of
Heaven.

Others have {aid, that if this reve-
lation had really been from God, his
infinite power and goodnefs could
never have {uffered it to have been fo
foon perverted from its original pu-
rity, to have continued in a ftate of

cor-
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corruption through the courfe of fo
many ages, and at laft to have proved
{o meffe&ual to the reformation of
mankind. To thefe I anfwer, that
all this, on examination, mll be
found mevitable, from the nature of
all revelations communicated to fo
imperfect a creature as man, and
from circumftances peculiar to the
nfe and progrefs of the Chriftian in
particular; for when this was firft
preached to the Gentile nations,
though they were not able to with-
ftand the force of its evidence, and
therefore received it, yet they could
not be prevailed on to relmquifh their
old {uperftitions and former opinions,
but chofe rather to incorporate them
with it ; by which means 1t was ne-
ceflarily mixed with their ignorance
and their learning, by both which it

wds
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was equally injured. 'The people
- defaced its worthip by blending it
with their 1dolatrous ceremonies,
and the philofophers corrupted its
dotrines by weaving them up with
the notions of the Gnoftics, Myftics,
and Manichzans, the prevailing {yf-
tems of thofe times. By degrees its
irrefiftible excellence gained over
princes, potentates, and conquerors,
to its interefts, and it was fupported
by their patronage; but that patron-
age foon engaged it in their policies
and contefts, and deftroyed that ex-
cellence by which it had been ac-

quired. At length the meek and
humble profeflors of the Gofpel 1n-

flaved thefe princes, and conquered
thefe conquerors their patrons, and
cretted for themfelves {uch a {tupen-
dous fabri¢ of wealth and power, as

13 the
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the world had never feen ; they then
vropagated their religion by the fame
mcthods by which it had been per-
fecuted; nations were converted by
fire and {word, and the vanquifhed
were baptized with daggers at their
throats. All thefe events we fee
proceed from a chain of caufes and
coniequences, which could not have
been broken without changing the
eftablifhed courfe of things by a con-
{tant {feries ot miracles, or a total al-
teration of human nature; whillt
that continues as it -1s, the pureft
religion muit be corrupted by a con-
junttion with power and riches, and
it will alfo then appear to be much
more corrupted than it really 1s, be-
caufe many are inclined to think,
that every deviation from 1ts pri-
mitive {tate is a corruption. Chrifti-

K - anity
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anity was at firft preached by the
poor and mean, 1n holes and caverns,
under the 1ron rod of perfecution,
and, therefore, many abfurdly con-
clude, that any degrees of wealth
or power in its minifters, or of mag-
nificence 1 its worfhip, are corrup-
tions inconfiftent with the genuine
fimplicity of its original flatc; they
are offended, that medern bifhops

fhould poflefs titles, palaces,revenues,
and coaches, when 1t 1s notorious,

that their predecellors, the Apofiles,
were defpicable wanderers, without
houfes or moncy, and walked on
foot. The Apoftles, indeed, lived in
a ffate of poverty and perfecution at-
Eld"mt on their particular fituation,
ana the work which they had under-
fezen: this was their misfortune,
bat no part of their religion, and
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therefore 1t can be no more incum-
bent on their {ucceflors to imitate
their poverty and meannefs, than to
be whipped, imprioned, and put to
death, i comphance with their ex-
ample. Thele are all but the fug-
geftions of envy and malevolence,
but no objections to thefe fortunate al-
terations in Chriftianity and its profef-
fors; which, if not abufed to the pur-
pofes of tyranny.and {uperfiition, are
in falt no more than the neceflary and
proper effe@ts of its more profperous
fituation. .\When a poor man grows
rich, or a fervant becomes a mafter,
they fhould take care that their exal-
tation prompts them not to be unjuft
or infolent; but {furely 1t 1s not re-
quifite or right, that their behaviour
and mode of living {hould be exactly
the fame, when their fituation 1s al-

K 2 tered.
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tercd. How far this nftitution has
been cfiettual to the reformation of
mankind 1t 1s not eafy now fo alcer-
tain, becaufc the enormitics which
prevailed before the appearance of it
are by time {o far removed from our
hight, that they are {carcely vilible;
but thofe of the moft gigantic fize
ftill remain in the records of hiftory,
as monuments of the reft. Wars in
thofe ages were carried on with a
ferccity and cruelty unknown to the
prefent; whole cities and nations
were extirpated by fire and fword,
and .thoufands of the vanquilhed
were crucified and 1mpaled for hav-
mg endeavoured only to defend
themfelves and their country. The
lives of new-born infants were then
intirely at the difpofal of their pa-
rents, who were at liberty to bring

them
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them up, or to expoie them to. perith
by cold and hunger, or to be de-
voured by birds and beafts; and this
was frequently praftifed without
punithment, and even without cen-
fure. Gladiators were employed by
hundreds to cut one another te pieces
i public theatres, for the diverhon
of the moft polite affembiies; and
though thefe combatants at firft con-
fifted of criminals only, by degrees
men of the higheft rank, and cven
ladies of the moft illuftrious families,
enrolled themfelves in this honour-
able Lift. ©On many occafions. hu-
man f{acrifices were ordained ; and
at the funerals of rich and eminent
perfons, great numbers of their {laves
were murdered as viftims pleaiing to
their departed {pirits.  The moft In-
famous obfcenities were made part

K 3 af
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of their religious worfhip, and the
moft unnatural lufts publicly avowed
and celebrated by their moft admired
poets. At the approach of Chrift-
anity all thefe horrid abominations
vanifhed, and amongft thofe who
firft embracea 1it, icarce a {ingle vice
was to be found; to fuch an amaz-
ing degree of piety, charity, tem-
perance, patience, and refignation,
were the primitive converts exalted,
that they {eem literally to have been. -
regenerated and. puriied from- all
the imverfettions of human nature;
and to have purfued. fuch a conftant
“and. uniform courfe of devotion, m-
nocence, and virtue, as, in the pre-
fent fimes, it 1s almoft as difficult for

us to conceive as to imitate. If 1t 13
afked, why fhould not the belief of
the fame religion now produce the

{ame
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fame effets? the anfwer is fhort,
becaufe it is not believed. The moft
fovercign medicine can perform no
cure, i the patient will not be per-
fuaded to take it.  Yet notwithftand-
ing all impediments, it has certainly
done a great deal towards diminifh-
ing the vices and correéting the dif-
pofitions of mankind; and was it
univerfally adopted 1n beliet and
prattice, would totally eradicate both
fin and punithment. But this was
never expetted, or defigned, or poi-
fible, becaufe, if their exiftence did
not arife from fome neceflity to us
unknown, they never would have
been permitted to exift at all, and,
thercfore, they can no more be ex-
tirpated than they could have been
prevénted ; for this would certainly
be incompatible with the frame and

Kk 4 confii-
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conftitution of this world, and in al}
probability with that of another.
And this, I think, well accounts for
that referve and obf{curity with which
this religion was at firft promulgated,
and that want of irrefiftible evidence
of its truth, by which it might pof-
fibly-have been enforced. Chrift fays
to his difciples, « To you it is given
“ to know the myftery of the King-
% dom of God; but unto them that
“ are without, all thefe things are
“ done in parables; that {ceing, they
“ may lee and not perceive, and
““ hearing, they may hear and not
“ underftand; left at any time they
“ fhould be converted, and their{ins

““ fhould be forgiven them.”* That

1S, to you by pecuhar favour it is

* Mark v, 11, 12,

gIven
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given to know and underftand the
doltrines of my rehigion, and by that
means to qualify yourfelves for the
Kingdom of IHeaven; but to the
multitude without, that s, to all
mankind 1n general, this indulgence
cannot be extended, becaufe, that
all men fhould be exempted from
fin and punifhment 1s utterly repug-
nant to the untverfal {yftem and that
conftitution of things which infinite
wifdom has thought proper to adopt.
Objclions have likewife been
raifed to the divine authority of this
religion from the incredibility. of
fome of its dottrines, particularly of
thofe concerning the Tunity, and
atonement for fin by the fuffermgs
and death of Chrift; the one contra-
diting all the principles of human
reafon, and the other all our ideas of
divine
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divine jufiice. To thefe objetions
I fhall only fay, that no arguments,
founded on principles which we can-
not- comprehend, can pofiibly dif-
prove a propofition already proved
on principles which we do under-
ftand; and, therefore, that on this
fubjett they ought not to be attended
to. That three Bemngs fhould be one
Being i1s a propofition which cer-
tainly contradills reafon, that is, our
reafon; but it does not from thence
follow, that it cannot be true; for
there are many propofitions which
eontradi€t our reafon, and yet are de-
monfirably true: one is the very firft
orinciple of all religion, the being of
a God; for that any thing fhould
exit without a caufe, or that any
thing fhould be the caufe of its-own
cxiftence, are propofitions cqually
‘ contra-
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contradictory to our reafon ; yet one
of them mult be true, or nothing
could ever have exifted: in like
manner, the overruling grace of
the Creator, and the fice will of his
creatures, his certain fore-knowledge
of future events, and the uncertain:
centingency of thofe events, are to:
our apprehenfions abfolute contradic-
tions to cach other; and yet the
truth of every one of thefe 1s demon-
ftrable from Scripture, reafon, and:
experience. All thefe dihculties
arife fiom -our imagining, that the
mode of exiftence of all beings muft
pe fimilar to our own; that 1s, that
they muft alt exift in time and {pace;
and hence proceeds our embarrafl-
ment on this fubjett. We know,
that no two. being;'s, with whole
mode of exiftence we are-acquaint-

ed,
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ed, can exift in the fame point of
time in the fame point of {pace, and
that therefore they cannot be one;
but how far beings, whofe mode of
exiftence bears no relation to time or
{pace, may be united we cannot
comprehend, and, therefore, the pof-
{ibility of fuch an union we cannot
pofitively deny. In like manner our
reafon informs wus, that the punifh-
ment of the innocent, inftead of the
guilty, 1s diametrically oppofite to
juftice, rettitude, and all pretenfions
to utility; but we fhould allo remem-
ber, that the fhort line of our reafon
cannot reach to the bottom of this
queftion ; it cannot inform us, by
what means either guilt or punith-
ment ever gained a place in the
works of a Creator infinitely good
and powerful, whofe goodnefs muit

have
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~ have induced him, and whofe power
muft have enabled him, to exclude
them; it cannot affure us, that fome
{ufferings of individuals are not ne-
ceflary to the happinefs and well-
being of the whole; it cannot con-
vince us, that they do not altually
arife from this neceflity, or that, for
this caufe they may not be required
of us, and levied like a tax for the

‘ public benefit; or that this tax may
not be paid by one being, as well as
another, aﬁnd, therefore, if volun-
‘tarily offered, be juftly accepted
from the innocent Inftead of the
guilty. Of all thefe circumftances
we are totally ignorant; nor can our
reafon afford us any mformation, and
therefore we are not able to affert,
that this meafure is contrary to juf-
tice or void of utility; for, unlefs
we
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we could firft refolve that great quef-
tion, whence came evil? we can de-
cide nothing on the difpenfations of
Providence, becaulc they muft ne-
ceffanly be connetted with that un-
difcoverable principle, and, as we
know not the root of the difeafe, we
cannot judge of what 1s, or Is not,
a proper and effectual remedy. 1t 1s
remarkable, that, notwithitanding all
the {eeming abfurdities of this doc-
trine, there 1s one circumitance much
n 1its favour, which is, that 1t has
been univerially adopted 1n all ages,
as far as hiftory can carry us back n
our mquirics to the carlicft times;
in which we find all nations, civi-
hized and barbarous, hewever difter-
g m all other religious opinions,
agreeing alone in the expedicncy of
appeafing their offcnded deities by

facri-
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{acrifices, that is, by the vicarious
{ufierings of men or other animals.
'This notion could never have been
derived from reafon, becaufe it di-
reétly contradi€ts it; nor from ig-
norance, becauie ignorance could
never have contrived {o unaccount-
able an expedient, nor have been
uniform in all ages and countries in
any opinion whatfoever; nor from
the artifice of kings or pricfls, in or-
der to acquire dominion over the
people, becaufe 1t ieems not adapt-
ed to this end, and we find 1t 1m-
planted in the minds of the moft
remote {avages at this day difcovered,
who have neither kings or pricils
artifice or dominion amongit them.
It muit therefore be derived from na-
tural inftintt, or fupernatural reve-
lation, both which .are equally the

9 operalions
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operations of divine power. If it
1s farther urged, that however true
thefe dottrines may be, yet it muft
be inconfiftent with the juftice and
goodnefs of the Creator, to reauire

from his creatures the belief of pro- |
pofitions which contradiét, or are
above the reach of that reafon,
which he has thought proper to be-
ftow upon them. To this I anfwer,
that genuine Chnfhianity requires no
fuch belicf; it has difcovered to us
many important truths with which
we were before intirely unacquaint-
ed, and amongft them are thele,
that three Beings are fome way

~united m the divine eflence, and
that God will accept of the {uller-
ings of Chrift as an atonement for

the fins of mankind. 'Thele, conii-
dered as dcclarations of fatts only,
neither
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neither contradict, or are above the
rcach of human reafon: the firlt is
a propofitien as plain, as that three
cau:lateral lines compole one tri-
angle; the other 1s as intelligible, as
that one man fhould difcharge the
debts of another. In what manner
this union is formed, or why God
accepts thefe vicarious punifhments,
or to what purpoles they may be
{ubfervient, it informs us not, be-
caufe no information -could enable
us to comprehend thele myfteries,
and therciore 1t does not require
that we fhould know or believe any
thing about them. The truth of
thefe doctrines muft reft ntirely on
thofe who taught them; but then
we {nould reifle¢t that thole were
the fame perfons who taught us a
iyflem of relicion more {upiime,

I. and
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operations of divine power. If it
is farther urged, that however true
thefe dotrines may be, yet it muft
be inconfiftent with the juftice and
goodnefs of the Creator, to require
from his creaturcs the belief of pro- |
pofitions which contradit, or arc
above the reach of that reafon,
which he has thought proper to be-
ftow upon them. ‘1o this I anfwer,
that genuine Chriftianity requires no
fuch belicf; it has difcovered to us
many important truths with which
we were belore intirely unacquaint-
ed, and amongit them are thele,
that three Beings are {fome way
~united in the divine effence, and
that God will accept of the fuller-
ings of Chrift as an atonement for
the fins of mankind. Thefe, confi-
dered as declarations of fatts only,
neither



[ 15 ]

yneither contradilt, or are above the
rcach of human reafon: the firft is
a propofition as platn, as that three
cauilateral limes compole one tri-
angle; the other 1s as intelligible, as
that one man fhould difcharge the
debts of another. In what manner
this union 1s formed, or why God
accepts thefe vicarious punifhments,
or to what purpofes they may be
{ubfervient, 1t mtorms us not, be-
caufe no information could cnable
us to comprehend thefe mylteries,
and thereiore it does not require
that we fhould know or believe any
thing about them. 'The truth of
thefe dottrines muft reft intirely on
thofe who taught them; but then
we {nould rellect that thofe were
tte fame perions who taugat us a
fyflem of religcion more {ubiime,

L. and
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and of cthics more perfect, than any
which our facuitics were ever abic
to difcover, but which, when difco-
vered, are oxactly confonant to our
reafon, and that therefore we fhould
not haftily rejett thofe informations
which they have vouchfaied to give
us, of which our reafon 1s not a com-
petent judge. It an able mathema-
tician proves to us the truth of {eve-
ral propolitions by demonfirations
which we underftand, we hefitate not
on his authority to aflent to others,
the procels of whole proots we are
nct able to follow; why, therefore,
(hould we rcfufe that credit to Chrift
and his Apofiles, which we think

reafonable to give to one another?
Many have objetted to the whole
{cheme of this revelation as partial,
ﬁu&uating, indcterminatc, unjuft,
and



and unworthy of an omnifcient and
onmnipotent author, who cannot be
fuppofed to have favoured particu-
lar perfons, countries, and times,
with this divine communication,
whilc others, no lefs meritorious, have
been altogether excluded from its
benefits ; nor to have changed and
counteracted his own defigns ; that
is, to have formed mankind able
and difpofed to render themielves
miferable by their own wickednefs,
and then to have contrived fo ftrange
an expedient to reffore them to that
happinefs, which they need never
have been permitted to forfeit ; and
his to be brought about by the un-
neccary interpofition of a mediator.
To all this I fhall only fay, that
however unaccountable this may
appear to us, who fee but as {mall

L2 2 part
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a -part of the Chriftian, as -of the
univerfal plan eof creation, they are
both in regard to all thefe circum-
ftances exattly analogous to each
other. In all the difpenfations of
Providence, with which we are ac-
quainted, benefits are diftributed m
a fimilar manner; heaith and firength,
{cnfe and {cience, wealth and power,
arc all befiowed on individuals and
communities 1n diffevent degrees and
at different times. The whole eco-
nomy of this world confifts of cvils
and remecies ; and thefe for the
moit part adminiftered by the inftru-
mentality of interinediate agents.—
(v02d has permitted us to plunge our-
feives into poverty, diftrefs, and mi-
{cry, by our own vices, and has af-
forded ws the advice, Inftruétions,
and examnles, of others, to deter or

J.
extricate
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extricate us from thefe calamities.
He has formed us {ubjeét to innu-
merable difeafes, and he has befiow-
ed on us a varicty of remedies. He
has made us liable to hunger, thirft,
and nakednefs, and he f{upplies us
with food, drink, and clothing,
ufually by the adminiftration of
OL]lE.IS. HL, has created poifons, and
he has provided antidotes. Ie has
ordained the winter’s cold to cure
the peftilential heats of the {fummer,
and thic fummer’s funfhine to dry up
the inundations of the winter. Why

the conftitution of nature is {o form-
cd, why all the vifible difpenfations

of Providence are fuch, and why
fuch is the Chriftian difpenfation
alfo, we know not, nor have facul-

ties to comprehend. God might
certainly have made the matenal

L3 world
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woild a {yftem of perfeft beauty and
reguiarity, without evils, and with-
out remedies ; and the Chriftian dif
penfation a {cheme only of moral
virtue, productive of happinefs, with-
out the intervention of any atone-
ment or mediation. e might have
exempted our bodics from all dif-
eales, and our minds from all de-
pravity, and we fhould then have
{tood 1n no neced of medicines to re-
ftore us to health, or cxpedients to
reconcile us to his favour. It feems
indeed to our ignorance, that this
would have been more coniiftent
with jultice and reafon; but his 1n-
finite wifdom has decided 1 ano-
ther manner, and formed the fyf-
tems both of Nature and Chriftia-
nity on other principles, and thefe
fo exacltly fimilar, that we have caule

to
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to conclude that they both muft pro-
ceed from the fame fource of divine
power and wildom, however incon-
fiftent with our reafon they may ap-
pear. Reafon 1s undobtedly our
{ureft guide in all matters, which lie
within the narrow circie of her in-
telligence. On the fubject of reve-
lation, her province 1s only to exa-
mine 1nto its authority, and when
that 1s once proved, fhe has no
more to do, but tc acquicfce m its
dofirines, and therefore 1s never fo
~ill employed, as when {he pretends
to accommodate them to- her own
ideas of rettitude and truth. Geod,
{ays this felf-fufhcient teacher, 1s per-
fc€tly wife, juft, and good ; and what
is the inference? That 2ll his dif-
penfations muft be conformable to
our notions of perfett wifdom, jui-

1. 4 tice,
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tice, and goodnefs : but it fhould
firft be proved that man 1s as per-
fcét and as wife as his Creator, or
this confequence will by no means
follow ; but rather the reverfe, that
is, that the difpeniations of a periett
and all-wife Bemg mutft PIObﬁ.DJ}T
appear unreaionablc, and perhaps
upjuft, to a being imperfett and ig-
norant ; and therefore their feeming
mmpoflibility may ve a mark of their
truth, and in fome meafure juflify
that pious rant of a mad enthufiaft,
“ Credo, quia impoffibile.” Nor is
it the leaft furpriing, that we are
not able to underftand the fpn‘ltual
difpenfdtlons of the Almighty, when
his matenal works are to us no lefs
incomprehenfible, our reafon can af-
ford us- no 1nfight into thofe great.
properties of matter, gravitation, at-

trattion,
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traction, elafticity, and ecleliricity;,
nor even into the eflence of matter
itfelf. Can reafon teach us how the
fun’s lumincus orb can fill a circle;
whofe diameter contains many mil-
lions of miles, with a conftant in-
undation of fucceflive rays during
thoufands of years, without any per-
ceivable diminution of that body,
from whence they are eontinually
poured, or any augmentation of thofe
bodics on-which they fall, and by
which they are conftantly abforbed ?
Can reafon tell us how thofe rays,
darted with a velocity greater than
that of a cannon-ball, can firike the
tendereft organs of the human frame
without infliting any degree of pain,
er by what means this percuflion
only can convey the forms of diftant

objefts to an immaterial mind? or
how
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how any union can be formed be-
tween matertal and immaterial ef-
fences, or how the wounds of the
body can give pamn to tl"tﬂ {foul, or
the anxicty of the foul can emaciate
and deftroy the body? That all thefe
things are fo, we have vifible and
mrhfput able demonftration ; but how
they can be f{o, 1s to us as incom-
prehenfible, as the moft abfirufc
myfteries of Revelation can poilibly
be. In fhort, we {ee {o {mall a part
of the great Whole, we know {o
little of the relation, which the pre-
fent hLife bears to pre-exiftent and
future ftates; we can conceive fo
little of the nature of God, and his
attributes, or mode of exiftence; we
can comprehend {o little of the ma-

terial, and {fo much lefs of the moral,
plan on which the univerfe 1s con-
| ftituted,
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ftituted, or on what principle it
proceeds ; that, if a revelation from
fuch a Being on fuch {ubjetts was.
I every part familiar to our under-
ftandings, and conionant to our rea-
fon, we {hould have great caufe to
{fufpett 1ts divine authority; and
therefore, had this revelation been
lefs incomprehenfible, 1t would cer-
tainly have becn more incredible.
But I fhall not enter farther into
the conlideration of thefe abftrule
and difiicult fpeculations,. becauie
the difcuflion of them would render.
this thort eflay too tedious and labo-
rious a tafk for the perufal of them,
for whom it was principally intenac-
ed ; which are all thofe buly oridle
perfons, whofe time and thoughts
arc wholly engroffed by the purfuits

of bufinefs or pleafure, ambition or
luxury,
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luxury, who know nothing of this
religion, except what they have ac-
cidentally picked up by defultory
converfation or {uperficial reading,
and have thence dectermined with
themiclves, that a pretended revela-
ilon' founded on fo ftrange and im-
probable a ftory, fo contradittory to
reafon, {o adverfe to the world and
all its occupations, fo .incredible In
its doétrines, and in- its precepts {o
impratticable, can be nothing more
than the mmpofition of prieffcraft
upon ignorant and illiterate ages,
and artfully continued as an engine
well-adapted to awe and govern the
fuperftitious vulgar. To talk to
fuch about the Chniftian religion is
to converfe with the deaf concerning
mufic, or with the blind on the
beauties of painting : they want all

1dcas
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1deas relative to the fubje€t, and
therefore can never be made to com-
prehend it: to enable them to do
this, their minds muft be formed for
thefe conceptions by contemplation,
retirement, and abftrattion from bu-
finefs and diffipation, by ill-health,
difappointments, and diftrefles; and
pollibly by divine interpofition, or
by enthufialm, which is ufually mif-
taken for it. Without {ome of thefe
preparatory aids, together with a
competent degree of learning and
application, it 1s impoflible that they
can think or know, underiftand or
believe, any thing about 1t. If they
profefs to believe, they deceive
others ; if they fancy that they be-
lieve, they deceive themfelves. 1
am ready to acknowledge, that thele
gentlemen, as far as their nforma-
| tion
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tion reaches, are perfeftly in the
right; and if they are endued with
good underftandings, which have
been 1ntirely devoted to the bufinefs
or amulements of the world, they
can pals no other judgement, and
muft revolt from the hiftory and doc-
trines of this religion. « The prcach-
“ing Chrift crucified was to the
« Jews a ftumbling-block, and to
< the Greeks foolithnefs;” * and {o
1t muft appear to all, who, like them,
judge from eftablithed prejudices,
falfe learning, and fuperficial know-
ledge ; for thofe who are quite un-
-able to follow the chamn of its pre-
phecy, to {ec the beauly and juftice
o1 its moral precepts, and to enter
nto the wonders of 1ts difpenfations,

* 1 Cor. 1..20.
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<can form no other idea of this reve-
lation, but that of a confufed rhap--
{ody of fitions and abfurdities.

It it 15 afked, was Chriftianity,
then, intended only for learned di-
vines and profound philofophers ? I
aniwer, no ; it was, at firft, preached
by the illiterate and received by the
ignorant, and to fuch are the pratti-
cal (which are the moft neceflary)
parts of 1t fufficiently intelligible ;
but the proofs of its authority un-
doubtedly are not, becaule thele
muft be chiefly drawn from other
parts, of a {peculative nature, open-
ing to our inquiries inexhauftible
difcoverics concerning the nature,
attributes, and difpenfations, of God,
which cannot be underftood without
fome learning and much attention.

Trom thefe the gencrality of man-
9 kind
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kmd muft neceflarilv be excluded,
and muft, therefore, truft to cthers
for the grounds of their belief, 1f
they believe at 2ll 5 and hence, per-
haps, 1t 1s, that faith, ecr caflincfs of
-helief, is {o frequently and {o firongly
recommended 1 the Golpel; be-
caufe, 1f men require proofs of which
they themfelves are incapable, and
thofe, who have no knowledge on
this important {ubjeét, wiil not place
{fome confidence in thofe who have,
the illiterate and mattentive mulft
ever continue in a ftate of unbelhet,
But then all fuch thould remember,
that 1n all {ciences (even i mathe-
matics themfelves) there are many
propofitions which, on. a curfory
view, appear, to the moft acute un-
derftandings uninftructed in that {ci-
ence,-to be impoilible to be true,

which
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which yet, on a clofer examination,

are found to be truths capable of
the {tritteft demonftration ; and that,

therefore, in difquifitions on which
we cannot determine without much
learned Inveftigation, reafon unin-
formed is by no means to be depend-
ed on: and, from hence, they ought
furely to conclude, that it may be at
leaft as poflible for them to be mif-
taken, in difbelieving this revelation,
who know nothing of the matter, as
for thofe great mafters of reafon-and
erudition, Grotius, Bacon, Newton,
Boyle, Locke, Addifon, and Lyttle-
ton, to be deceived in their belief;
a belief to which they firmly adhered,
after the moft diligent and learned |
refearches into the authenticity of its
records, the completion of the pro-
phecies, the fublimity of its-dottrines,
| M the
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the purity of its precepts, and the
arguments of its adverfaries ; a be-
lief which they have teftified to the
world, by their writings, without any
other motive than their regard for
truth, and the benefit of mankind.—
Should the few foregoing pages add
but one mite to the trealures with
which thele learned writers have en-
riched the world ; if they fhould be
{o fortunate as to perfuade any of

thefe minute philofophers to place
{fome confidence i thefe great opi-
nions, and to diftruft thmr own ; if
they fhouid be able to convice them
that, notwithftanding all unfavour-
able appearances, Chnftianity may
not be altogether artifice and error ;
1f they fhould prevail-on them to ex-
amine 1t with fome attention ; -or, if
tuat 1s 100 much trouble, not to re-

Jjeét
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jeét it without any examination at
‘all ; the purpofe of this little work

will be {ufficiently anfwered. IHad
‘the arguments herein uled, and the
new hints here flung out, been more
Jargely difcufled, 1t might eafily have
been extended to a more confider-
able bulk ; but then.the buiy would
‘not have had leifure, nor the 1dle -

clination, to have read 1t. Should
it ever have the honour to be .ad-

mitted into {uch good-company, they

will immediately, I know, determine
that it muft be the work of .fome en-

thufiaft or methodift, fome beggar,
.or fome madman ; 1 fhall, therefore,
beg leave to affure them, that the

author is very far removed from all

thefe charafiers; that he once, pei-

haps, belicved as little as them-

Aclves ; but, having fome let{ure, and
N 2 Inore
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more curiofity, he employed them
bath in refolving a queftion which
{eemed to him of {fome importance,
whether Chriftianity was really an
unpofture, founded on an abfurd, in-
credible, and obfolete, fable, as many
{fuppofe it? or, Whether 1t 1s, what
1t pretends to be, a revelation com-
municated to mankind by the inter-
pofition of fupernatural power ? —
On a candid inquiry, he {oon found
that' the firft was an abfolute impof-
fibility, and that its pretenfions to
the latter were founded on the moft
folid grounds. In the farther pur-
fuit of his examination, he percelved,
at every ftep, new lights arifing, and
fome of the brighteft from parts of it
the moft obfcure, but produive of
the cleareft proofs, becaufe equally
bevond the power of human artifice

fo
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to invent, and human reafon to dif-
cover. Thefe arguments, which have
convinced him of the divine origin
of this religion, he has here put to-
gether In as clear and concife a man-
ner as he was able, thinking they
might have the fame cffe¢t upon
others, and being of opinion that if
there were a few more true Chrif-
tians in the world it would be benc-
ficial to themfelves and by no means
detrimental to the public.

THE END.
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