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THELE

EDITOR’s PREFACE.

HE fucceffive attacks of Infidels, on the
Divine Authority of the Old and New
Teftament, have occaficned the publication of
many elaborate defences of Revealed Religion.
Thefe publications being recondité and expen-
five, have not been much perufed ; and indeed 1f
they had been more generally read, 1t appears to
me, that many of thefe publications would ra-
ther injure than ferve that caufe which they
were profefledly defigned to promote. For
whil{t {fome of thefe writers contend, in a learn-
ed and judicious manner, for the genuinenefs of
thofe books, which are comprized in the Old
and New Teftament, they give up their diviue
infpiration; and thus unintentionally betray
Chriftianity into the hands of its enemies. The
Infidel from hence may take occafion to fay,.
“ The writers of the Bible declared, that they -
were Divinely Infpired; but, according to vour
account, they were not ; if they could tell o e
A 2 fallichood




v THE EDITGR'S PREFACE.
falfehood to {erve the zaufe in which they were
enlifted, why not tell a thoufand ?”

That the writers of the New Teftament be-
lieved themfelves drvinely infpired, 1s clear from
their writings; in which there are many decla-
rations to this effe¢t. (Eph. 111, 4, 5.) Wherely
when ye read, ve may waderfland my knowledge in
the myflervy of Chrift, wobich in other ages teas not
made knoton unto t1he Jous of men sy as it is 10w 1=

vealed unto bis boly Apofiles and Prophets by the
Spirit,

And the Old Teftament was written by Aoly
aien of God, wwho [pake as they were borne on by the
Holy Spirit. (2 Pet. 1. 21.) Origen, who lived
in the third century, obferves, ¢¢ That if a man
would not confefs himfelf to be an Infdel, he
muft admit the 7nfpiration of the Scriptures.” By
Dr. Doddridge 1t 1s remarked, ¢ Nothing can be
more evident, than that a firm and cordial belief
of the inspirRATION Of the Sacred Scriptures 1s
of the higheft moment, not only to the edifica-.
tion and peace of the Church, but, 1n a great
meafure, to its very exiftence. For if this be
given up, the authority of Revelation 1s ener-

vated,
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vated, and 1ts ufe deftroyed: the ftar, which 1s
to dire& our courfe is clouded; our compafs is
brokc to pieces; and we are left to make the
voyage of life in {ad uncertainty, amid(t a thou-
fand rocks, and fhelves, and quick{ands.”

As Dr. Doddridge believed 1n the infpiration
of the Scriptures, {o did Dr. Jennings, and they
both confidered it as a very important article of
their faich. 1f what the Doétor has faid in thele
Sermons does not directly tend to confirm this
doftrine, it does ultimately; and the kind of
evidence which he adduces i1n defence of Di-
vine Revelation, 1s eafy to be comprehended by
every clafs of readers. The method in which
he treats the {ubjelt 1s perfpicuous; the ftyle is
plain and familiar, and the whole 1s animated
by a fpirit of ferioufnefs and benevolence. As
the traét 1s of intrinfic value, fo I think its re-
publication is by no means unfeafonable. If it
fhould convert one Infidel; if 1t thould confirm
any who are 1n a ftate of fufpenfe and hefita-
tton; if it fhould excite gratitude to God in the
minds of thofe Chriftians, whofe hearts are efta-
blifhed with grace, 1t will afford {atisfaction and

pleafure
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pleafure to the Editor, that he has been necef-
fary to 1ts re-publication.

Bengamn Crackuell.
IPareham, Fulv, 1706. |
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THE AUTHOR'S

P R E I' A C L.

HE apparent Increafe of Infidelity, or atlcaft of
T the open Profeflion of it, of late Years, among
tuch as difrclifh the Purity of the Scripture Precepts,
cannot but be matter of deep Concern with all, who
honour God, who love the Lord Jefus Chrift in Since-
rity, and who have Compaflion on their fcllow-Mor-
tals, whofe dangerous Condition they fee and bewail,
while the God of this World hath blinded the Minds of
them who believe not.  fo this pious and charitable
Concern it is, doubtlefs, owing, that I have becn ear-
neftly folicited to publifh thefe two Sermmons. I hoped
to have been excufed from publithing any thing more
during the now fhort remainder of my Life; for my
Yecars are too many, and my Time is too much filled
up with my ftated Bufinefs, to admit of that Polifhing
which is expedled in Difcourles that appear in Print.
But there is a Sort of Importunity which it is hard to
refift, and there are IFriends to whem one knows not
how to deny any thing; and therefore thefe Sermons,
which were preached without the leaflt View to their
being made more public, muft now venture into the
World, 1 am well aware that fome Perfons may

judge
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judge it to be needlefs and Impertinent to publith thefe
piain Difcourfes, on an Argument which has been {o
well, and fo much more fully handied in feveral Books
already extant: IBBut it has been alledged that thole
larger Treatifes are {cldom read by the common Peo-
ple, among whom the IFathion of Deifm, and of con-
temning the Scripture 1s very much {pread, and has
infedted even the lower Clafles of Mankind 3 and there-
fore 1t has been much defired that thefe Sermons mighe
be publifhed, in a fmall Volume by themfclves; in
hopes that {o dittle and cheap a Bock may be rcad by
many, who will neitherbe at the expence of procuring,
nor at the Pains of reacliﬁg larger Volumes. Some
vood Succefs which, 1 am intermed, God was pleafed
to give to thefe Sermons in preaching, is an Encou-
ragement to hopc that IHe may alfo be pleafed to make
them of Ufe in reading.

As in this Publication I have gratified the Defire of
many of my Chriftian Friends; fo I hope that, in Re-
turn, they will gratify my Defirc and Requeft, which
15, that they will join with me in earneft Prayer to (God
tor his Blefling on thefe Sermons, that {o they may be
fome Means of {topping the Progrefs of Infidelity, of
recovering {uch as arc already taken in the Snare of the
Devil, and of cftablifhing the I'aith of the People of
God ; and fo, though not otherwife, will they alfo do
honour to the Judgement of thofe at whofe Defire they

are publifhed.
D. JENNINGS.



SERMON 1.

JOHIN xx1. 24.
Ve know thar his Teffiinony is trie.

HUS St. John foleminly afferts the truth of whai

he had written in the foregoing hiftory, concer-

ing the life, death and refurrection.of Jefus Chrill.
He had not written thefe things upon hearfay and un-
certain report, but upon his own certain knowledge ;
they were no other things than what he had feer wirh
his own eyes, and heard with his own ears, which he had
looked upan, or attentively confidered, amd wilich lis
hands had, as it were, handled of il.e word of lifz, as he
{peaks in the firft verfe of his firlt Lrpiftle; and there-
fore he had the fulleft aflurance of the truth of the
teftimony which he had given concerning them. But
his form of expreflion, we tzscw, has led fome to fizp-
-pele that this laft chapter, or at ealt the two laft verfes
of it, were written by fome other haund, and figned by

B iome
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amie other of Chrift's 15{' p]r::' then |1-.f111u, as their ai-
teltaiion to the truth of St Jahin's Gofpel: but I feo
no reafon for {uch a i!,!‘p"‘}()fﬁl i, ﬂm,{. St. john hun-

felf ules exadtiy the fame torm of cxprellion in his
Epiftle, ¢« Thut which we have feen and heard, declare

t¢ we unto v’ St Panl allo wrizes in the fame
manner, 1 1 nelll 11, 18, ¢ Whereture we “would have

¢ come unto .yon, even [ Paul)” Ferhans St. John
ufes we inftead of [ in the text, parily to denoste the
generzl affent which men give to {uch fort of tefli-
immony as he had given concerning Chrilt. "The teili-
mony of a man of uablemithed charadler, who was an
eye-witnefs of facls, is geneirally creditel; few, if
any, will doubt but fuch a man's reftimony, on lis
own perfonal knowledge, is true; and {uch was the
teftimony which 5t Johin had given, and written in
this hiitory cence:ning Jefus Chiiit; therefore we «ff
fnsw, or 1t s ithe commen fenfe of mankind in {uch
matters, trat his z‘;_*/’.-'mmy is triee. And efpecizlly St.
john meant o declare his own certainty of thefe
things, as he had done before, "chap. xix. 35. ¢ He
¢ that {aw ir bare record, 2nd Lis record is true; and he
¢« knoweth Jhat he faiih true.”” St John was affured,
beyond ail deudt and heifrtation, that his weftirnony con-
cerning Chrilt was frue: but how are we to be alfured
of 1t?  That iv the guediion wiich | pmpoﬂ, to han-
dle in this diiconric.  What eviduncee Lave we of the
truth of the Gofpel, vpon which we muy make thefe
words our own, and iuy, ee kaew that bis it imory is

Lrite ?
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true? Now, in difcourfing on this print, I fall not
confine myfelt w0 Sto John s teflimony, anmi o thofe

l:i
things ouly which he Lias recorded 1 iic Lidory of

-

Chriity; but I fhall take in alfn the tefitvmor v <f all
the other Apofties and fucred writers, concerning all

’
)

things which are contained 1 e Idody Sonoliees:
L L 7

and I hope to fhew you (to the conviction of any
fuch as may doubt of this tcitimony, and iy

L B

o e fur-
ther cftablithment of thie faith of itheiv swviho belicve
tt) that 1t 15 truey o that as they, the Apaltle:, ventured
their lives and their fouls upon it, we may faicdy do

{fo too.

Here, that we may procced by regular fieps in ous
enquiry into the truth of this teltimony, or of the
Scripture Revelation, we fhall hrit conflider the prsba-
bility of it, and then, fccondly, the ceriainiy of ity thar
it is probuble to be true, and then that Is more than
probable; fo that we allo may fay, upon fuflicient
cvidence, we know that this teflininy 1s frice.

Firfl, As to the probability of this teftimony, or
of the Scripture Revelation. We hear of {ome things

which are {o utterly improbable to be true, that e
do not think it worth while to give ourfelves any trou-

ble to enquire about them, but rcjeét them at once as

mere fable, So fome perfons treat the Gofpel; bus

fuch perfons are grievoufly, and, it ‘may be fcared,
tatzlly miltaken; for there is much morc prebability,

D2 at
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at leaft, that this teftimony is true, than what they
think for. Ior,

1. It is wery ceriain that we greatly needed fuch a tefti-
mony or revelation from God as the Bible is. 1t is certein,
1 fay; however coniidently {ome will affert that the
lizht of natural reafon alone is fufficient to teach men
2ll therr duty, and to guide them in the way to happi-
nels.  Were that true, and could it be made to appear
to be true, we would give up the Bible at once; for
1t 18 not to be theught that God would fend us a Re-
velation which we had no necd of. DBut how plainly
dees tie contrary anpear to be true? For look into
any heuithen nation, where the lightof divine Revelation
never ceme, and fee what mere human reafon did, ox
hias ever dons, to make men wile, and good, and holy,
to thow them their duty, and to prevail with them to
prafitfc it. What do we {ce in any of thole nations,
but the molt fenfelefs idolatries, and moft immeoral

»

pradtices? The Apoftle gives us the true picture of

the gentiles, and of the manner of their life, in the

I Pet.

¢
iv. 3. ¢ They walked in lafcivioulnefs, lufts,
¢ excefs of wine, revellings, banqguettings, and abo-
¢¢ minable idolatries,” and f{o they do ftill, and {fo it
may reafonably be expecled they always will do, until
God fhall pleafe to fend his Gofpel among them.
Now, can we be fo vain as to think that our recafoning
powers are fo much better than theirs, that it we had
been left, as they are, to the mere unafliited light of

natural
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T

natural reafon, we fhould have {peit out our duty and’
our immortal intercft better than they have done?
No, no, human nature and human recafon are much
the fame all the world over, I doubt not but the
molt fuvage nations of hcathens have as good natu-
ral wenivfes among them as are to be found in the
politer nattons of Chrittians.  What then i1s 1t that
has made the difference betwixt usand them? Why
arc not we prattifing the {ame fenfelefs idolatries that.
they do? Why are not we as ftupidly ignorant of the
things of God, and the dutics of mor-lity and religion.,
as they are? It is doubtlefs Revelation that hus immade
the difference ; it is becaufe God has given us the light.
of his glorious Gofpel, which he has not given to.
them ; otherwile we have no reafon to think but we.
fhould have been as ignorant as they are.  Itls a com-
mon faying, and a very true one, thbere is 1w argument.
agcinft marter of faél : Now the fadt is, that there nci-
ther 1s, nor ever was, any nation under Heaven on
which the light of revelation had not fained, but what
was, in.the general, thus {tupidly ignorant and wick-
cd. How natural then is the inference? How fair
th= conclufion? That if we were not favoured with
the light of the Gofpel, we fhould have been {uch as
thofe Heathens are. % his then, mecthinks, might be
ecnough to convince us, that we nceded a. revelation
from Ged, ans! that the light of reafon only is by no.
moans {uil nt to guide men in the way of truth;.
daty, and hagpinels.

B3 And
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And furiher, it fhould feem that men have generally
been fenfible of their need of a revelation from Hea-
ven, from the many pretended revelations which have
been broached in the world, and the readinefs with
which they have been received by multitudes of people.
Whence is it that the Alkeran * of Mabhomet, for in-
ftance, which abounds with fuch fenfelefs rhapfodies
aid 1dle tales, has been received as a divine revelation
by fo many nations ¢ Does not that plainly fhew that
they are {enfible of their need of a revelation from
God, to inftroét them in their duty, and the way to
happinefs ; and that the light of their unaflifted reafon
1s not {ufficient for that purpofe ¥ and therefore, ra-
ther than have no revelation, they will take up with fo
wretched a forgery ; fo that, in this matter, we might

appeal to the common fenfe of mankind, that we ftand
in need of a revelation from God.

Again, another argument to prove our need of fuch
2 teftimony, or revelation from God, as the Gofpel is,
may be, that without it we fhould have no f{fufficient
encouragement to pratife our duty, even though we
knew it. Suppolc the light of reafon ounly could have

* T call it the Alkoran, in compliance with cuftom, though it
would be more proper to {ay, the Koran; tor the particle 47, in
tie Arabic language, lignifies 2he, and Koran is a Reading, or that
avhich oupht to be read. But, as feveral Englifh readers would
havdly know what book  was meant by that title, [ choofe to give
at the common title which cuftum has made familiar to us.

fhowed
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fhowed us, in all cafes, what is our duty to do, yet,
without thole motives and encouragements which the
Gofpel gives, I know not what fhould move and en-
courage us to practife it. What cncouragement could
{inners have to repent, and return to God and their
duty? What ground of hope of the pardon of their
{ins, and of future bleflednefs? Surely none that was
{fufficient, none that would be effe&ual to move them
to religion. Here I might eafily fhow you the infuf-
ficiency of the light of nature, and confequently the
neceflity of a revelation from God, in a great many
particulars ; but it may be {ufficient to inftance in thefe
iwo, firft, A revelation tfrom God was decellary to give
us any reafonable hope of the pardon of our fins. And,
Jecondly, To give us any well-grounded hope of a fu-
ture ftate of bleflednels. Thefe are two of the moft
animating principles of all religion and virtue, and for
both we are plainly beholden to revelation.

Firlt, 4 new and fuper-natural revelatisn from God
was neceffary to grve finners any recfonalble hope of the
pardon of thetr fins; and without that there could be no
religion in the world ; no encouragement to repent
and to do any duty at all : but the {finners of this world,
\f they were not abfolutely ftupid and thoughtlefs about
their fouls and cternity, would fink into def: nair, as the
damned in hell do. QOur own confciences will tell us
that we are f{inners ; that we have broken our Maker's

faw; that we have molt ungratefully and thamefully
| alienated



® THME SCRIPTURE TESTIMONY

alienated our hearts from his love, and our lives from
his fear, that we have walked contrary 10 God; and
therctore, as he is a jult and holy God, our own reafon

will alfo tell us that he mult nceds be higl-l}f dilplaled.

with us. "That we have been finners againft God, is
a truth teo plain and certain to be contradiéted : cven
the Heathens vniverfally acknewledged it, and few, if

any men in thetr {ober {enfes, have had the frent 1o:

deny 1t.  But how {fhall we know whether God i+ dif-
polcd io pard:n cur fins, and to become rcconcilcd

unto us ¢ What cneouragement fhall we have to repent.

of our {ins, and to return to our duty to him: Will
nattir.:l realon tell us this ¢ Could we know it withiout
a revelation from Heaven? I do not fee that we pof-
fibly could: for if we could obtzin a certainty of par-

don without a revelation, we muft either gather it tfrom-

the eflential goodnefs of God, or from the vifible effelts
of his gcodnels and bounty to us; but I do not fee
how we couid gather it from cither or them. As for
the efiential goodnels of God, we kisow, our rcafon
wiil tell us, that juitice is as efientiul to his nature as
goodnefs; and what reafon will inform us that God
will raife the honour of his goodnels on the ruins of
his jullicet or that he will glority one of his attributes
at the cxpence, and to the difhenour of another of
them? Wil reafon tell us, thut if we arce torry {or our
ﬁns, and repent, {o goud a Being as God is, will doubt-
lels forgive ust but does repentance futisty human
Governments? Do thiey not often punifh criminzls Bt

withdanding
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withftanding they repent? And does not the honour of
the Law and Government require that it fhould be fo?
And may not the rnightecus Governor of the World do
fo too? Forgivenelsis to be fure the effe@ of God’s
goodnels ; but what then, does it fiow from the necel-
fity of his nature, or from his free will? Mol cer-
tainly to forgive {in 1s an a&l of his will and grace ?
Has not God a right and a power to panifth his rebel-
lious creatures? Certainly he has: and how can reafon
oily tell us that he will ever depart from that right ?

Again, can reafon tell us whet {ins God will par-
don, whether 47/, or only fome 2 and how oftecn he will
repeat his pﬁ*'clon,ﬁrin cafe we relaple into {in, and re-
peat our tran(greilions, which is the cale with men
continually ¢ Or will it tell us on what ferms God will
forgive us, it he will forgive us atall ¢ I can find no

faﬂs.a&my anlivers, from the diflates of reafon only,
to any of thefe enquiries. It is certain the Heathiens,
who had not the light of revelation among them, were
greatly at o lols concerning all thele matters, ¢ Who
¢ can tell it God will turn and repent, and turn away
¢ trom his anger that we perifh not ¢ faid the Hea-
then King of Nineveh, Jonah iit. g. That was the
fartheft that reafon could go in this matter.  'Who can
tell whether God will be prevailed upon to pardon our
fins or not ¢ Porhaps he will, but perhaps he will not 3
‘A poor encouragement this to repentance. We cannot
then infer, with any certainty, that God will pardon

{inm
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fin from the goodnefs of his nature 3 becan{e he is juf?
as well as good : nerther can weinfer it, with any more
certatuty, from the vifittle ¢feCle of his goodnels which
we feein the world around i, and wineh we uurrfl‘t:s

expericiice 1 otiier malrers. Wo planly perceive,

1
indeed, and we if..:{?i, thal Ged 10 zind and cood ) for
he loads us darly with his boache, ke gives s ratn ar‘id
frurtful {'m:'.li'hns, m':d many  other blefings in this
world : but do we not lomettmces feel, to our coll, that
he is a jult God teo? or whence come all our calami-
tics and afili&ions ? Had 1t not beon far fin we had
known no f{orrow. ¢ Afiii&ion comcth not out of
« the duft, nor trouble out of the ground * 5 none of

thele things befal us withiout the appeinument of God..
Muft noct then our afiliélions Lie conflidered as manifeft
tokens of the righteous judgment of Gud vpon us for
our {ins againli him: However, does not God infiick
vifible punifhment on feme finners in this world for
their fins ¢ And can reafon aflure .us that he will not
do the fame to «// {inners in the worid to come: and
though he defers our deferved punifhment for a time,
how are we {ure that he will never infliék it¢ A con-
demned criminal 1s obliged to his prince for a repricve;
but he cannot infer from it that he fhall certainly be
pardoned: and clpecinlly if, after the reprieve, the

ungrateful wretch commits new crimes againit his.

prince, (as man, ungrateful man, does again{t God,)

_2; ‘JOb 11 v 64
2 veprieve

"1

=
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a reprieve for a time would be but a2 feeble ground to
build his affurance of pardon upon. And no better
around is that on which finners againft God are apt to
build their hope of his pardon; namely, becaufe he
docs not exccute judgment upon et {peedily, but
fuffers them il to enjoy thie beuntics of his provi-
dence.  So that the fartheit reafon alone can carry us
in our hopes of pardon trom Ged, is only thus far,
wha can tell 2 1t may be God will pardon us, and it
may be he will not. W00 can 1 but Gsd may repent,
and turn aweay bis anger, that we gperth o562 But is it
not altogether as reafonable to lay, on the other hand,
Who can tell but that God will #e/ turn and repent,
nor turn away his anger from us, z2nd then we muft
perifh everlaftingly ? Blefled be God for his Gofpel,
for that revelation of his mind, and will, and grace,
which clears up all thefe difhcultie, which aflur:s us
that ¢¢ there is forgivenefs with him #*,” and which
{iows us the way in whivh we may obfain it.  And
new do not you »lainly fee that a revelation from God
was highly necelfary foi this purpofe? Molt certainly
it was. Man could have had no {fufficicnt motive nor
encouragement to repentance and religion without it,

If it fhruld be objected here that the Heathens, who
had no fuch revelaiion of the g;ace of God, yet did not
cefpair of his mercy ;5 but many of them had very con-

* Pfal. cxxx, 4.

fident
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fident hopes of pardon and of happinefs in a future
ftate. 1 anfwer, that as to the wifer and more know-
ing part of them, it is not true that they were very
confident ; but very far otherwife, we hear them, in
their writings which are come down to our times,
frecly acknowledging their great uncertainty about
thefe matters ; and I am much inclined to think that
what hopes they had were originally derived from reve-
Iation. They were all the pofterity of Adam and of
Noah, to whom God gave a revelation of his grace;
and fo much of that revelation was continued by tra-
dition, in all their tribes and nations, as to give them

fome hope that God was inclined to pardon and forgive
finners.

The other inftance which I mentioned of the infuf-

ficiency of the light of natural reafon only to make
men wile unto {alvation, 1is,

Secondly, Concerning a flate of future bleffednefs. Y ou
cannot but be fenfible that it is a matter of mighty im-
portance, in order to animate and encourage men to
the pra@ice of all duty towards God or man, that they
fhould be well perfuaded and fatisfied of a future ftate ;
that there ts a reward for the rightcous; and that our
labour fhall not be tn varn. When Aflaph once doubted
of a future ftate, it quite difpirited and difcouraged
him from all duty and goodnefs. . €¢ Verily, ’ {ays he,
¢ T have clean{ed my heart in vain, and wafhed my

¢¢ hands
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¢¢ hands in innocency.” Pfal. lxxiii. 13. Take away
the doftrine of future rewards, and you cut the nerves
of all piety and virtue. ¢¢ He that cometh to God
«¢ muft believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of
¢ all them that diligently feek him.”” Heb. xi. 6. But
now we not only Jdelieve, but we tnsw, or we plainly
fee with our own eyes, that good and holy men are not
rewarded by the bounties of Providence in this lite and
world, more than the moft vile and profiigate ; but
¢¢ all things here come alike to all, end there is one
¢ event to the rightecous and the wicked*.”” Well,
but {ince there is no proper reward to the righteousin
this world, may we expect it in another: What can
reafon tell us? Why, perhaps we may; that is the
moft it can {ay to this matter. Who can tell but God
may pardon our fins, and exempt us from future pu-
nifhment? But will he alfo receive us into his favour,
and make us happy for ever? That is a further doubt,
which reafon alone can never fatisfy. It would be te-
dious, and almoft endlefs, to recite all the {everal pal-
fages which might be colleted from the wileft of
the Heathen Wrriters, in which they exprels their doubt
and uncertainty as to this matter ¥, ¢ Who knows but
¢¢ death may prove to a man the greateft good,” faid
one of their moft celebrated moraliits, Plato ; and that

* Eeclefl. 1x. 2, 1.
+ The Reader may fee 2 judicions Collettion of paflfages to this
urpofe, from the beft of the ancient Heathen Whriters, in M.
purpale, )
Nathaniel Tavlor's Prefervative againdt Ceiting Chap. IL.
3 g
C was

i1
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was the moft that any oigfﬁathem could fay. What 2a
feeble ground of hepe, what a poor encouragement to
gondnefls was this¢ And yet this was all that their rea-
fon could difcover to them about a future ftate. Molft
certainly then we may conclude, that if God did really
intend mercy and f{alvation for any of the finners of
this world, he would let them know, by a revelation
from himfelf, that he is inclined to pardon their [ins,
and to recetve them into his favour, and to make them
happy in his prefence for ever.  There was plainly an
abfolute neceflity of a new revelation, after men l'_fad
turned f{inners and rebels asain{t God, in order to their
recovery to holine{s and happinels; and in order to
excite, to animate and encourage them to all the du-
ties of morality and religion; and therefore upon this
one fuppolition, that God had a merciful defign to-
wards any of the fallen human race, a new revelation
might molt reafonably be cxpelted from him; for we
do not fce how his merciful defign could have been
an{wered without it, This therefore affords one very
probable argument that there is fuch a revelation of
the mind and will of God, which he has given unto
men.

And now the quefltion is, where this revelation, or
teftimony from God, 1s to be found and met with?
We fay 1t is in our Bible, the Mahometans [ay it is in
their Alkoran, and there are nations of heathens who
have what they pretend to be a“revelation from Hea-

VEIL
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ven among them  Let us now enquire which of all
thefe bids faireft to be the true teltimony of God. This
brings me to a {econd remark, on the {ide of the Scrip-
ture Revelation, namecly,

II. That 14 is every way worthy of God. Since a revela-
tion from God was neceflary, and might reafonably be
expelted, we may fairly conclude that fuch a revelaticn
is in the world ; and it is an argument of {trong pro-
bability,.in favour of our Bible, that it is every way
worthy of God: it is {uch a revelation as we might
expect that God would make, if he were plcafed to
make any at all; for it direCtly relieves us in all thofe
difficulties which we fo much wanted to be informed:
and fatisfied about. It affures us that there is forgive-
nefs with God for finners in this world, and it dire8ls
us to a certain way and method of obtaining it. It
fhows us how God has moft wifely and gracioufly
contrived a way for reconciling and uniting the inte-
reft and honour of his goodnefs and juftice ; fo that he
can now pardon finners and receive them to his mercy,
and yet allert and vindicate the honour of his juftice
and his law; and that was by ¢¢ {etting forth his own
¢¢ Son to be a propitiation for our fins, laying our ini-
¢¢ quities upon him,” and infli¢ting upon him a pu-.
nifhment which was equal to what our fins had de-
ferved. So the Bible tells us, that ¢¢ the Lord hath
¢¢ laid upon him the iniquity of us all*;"”’ that ¢¢ the

* Ifaah diii. 6,

C 2 ¢¢ Son

b
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¢« Sen of God was made {in for us*,” ¢ {uffered the
¢ juft for the unjuftt;” that ¢ he was wounded for
¢ our traufgreflions, and bruiled for our iniquities, the
«« chaltifement of our peace was upon him, and with
< his firipes we are healedd.” It directs us to faith
in Chrilt, as the way of obtaining the pardon of our
fins and reconciliation with Goid; and it affures us that
whofoever belicves oh Chrift fthall be pardoned and
faved. Now this is the very thing which we fo much
wanted to be informed of, the grand enquiry which
fome of the more thoughttul heathens were {o anxious
about, but in which they were ncver able to obtain
any fatisfadtion. ¢ Wherewith f(hali I come before
¢« the Lord, and bow myfelf before the high God?
¢« Shall I come before him with birnt offerings, with
¢« calves of a vear old? Will the Lord be pleafed with
¢ thoulands of rams, or with ten thouflands of rivers of
¢ oil? Shiall T give my firft-born for my tranfgreflion,
¢ the {ruit of my body for the "fin of my foul ¢ So
Baiak, a heathen vrince, under a pang of conviction
of fin, inquired about forgivenefs, Micah vi. 6, 7.
Will God forgive mc at any rate? If he will, what
muft [ do o obtain forgivene(s from him? His prophet
Balaam was not able to refolve him: he conld direlt
him to nothing more, nor further, than to ¢ do jui-
€t tice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with his
¢ God,” verfe §. But alas! this makes no atonement

& - CQI.' v. 21, “t' ) | -P'l:tr iiil 134 ‘[_ Ifﬂ.iﬂh Iiiii 5"

for
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for fins paft; and'iherefore it muft leave it utterly un-
certain whether God will pardon or no. It is the Gof-
pel, and that only, that tells us wherewith we may
come before the Lord, and find mercy and acceptance
with him. That tells us of an atonement which has
been already made for our fins, and which God will
accept in bchalf of all thofe who believe in his Son
Jefus Chrift. This is that wherewith we are to come
before the Lord, upon which we are to truft, and
which we have to plead with him; and then we are
promifed and affured that we fhall find mercy.

Again, the Bible reveals to us a future ftate, both
of happinefs and of mifery; of happinefs to the good,
of mifery to the wicked; and both are as plainly de-
{cribed as our weak capacities can at prefent take in.

The laws and rules of duty which the Bible contains
are all worthy of God, as they are all agreeable to
the perfeftions of his nature. They are rules of pu-
rity, fuitable to .the holinefs of God; they ire rules of
righteoufnefs, agrecable to his juftice ; they are laws
of kindnefs {uitable to his goodnefs. How often, and
how earneftly, is univerfal love and benevolence recom-
mended and prefled in the Bible? Love is there made
the very fum and fubftance of all our duty ; it is faid
to e the fulfilling of the Law. How worthy then is this
Iaw of that God whofe nature is love?

C 3 Again;

- By
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Again, the doétrines of the Bible are every way wor-
thy of God. They no way contradiét, but very much
improve and heighten our rational ideas of his nature
and perfeltions: they clearly fhew us how the honour
of the divine juftice and holinefs are fully fecured,
while finners are pardoned and received to his mercy ;
and how the feemingly oppofite claims of the feveral
attributes of God are all reconciled in our redemption
by Jefus Chrift. In fhort, if we compare both the
precepts and doCtrines of the Bible, with all the no-
tions of God which reafon can give us, furc we muft
own that it looks very like a tranfcript of the divine
mind, for it is every way worthy of God. Itis juft
fuch a revelation as we wanted, and {uch as might rea-
fonably be expeéted that God would give to men. It

is highly probable thercfore, to fay no more at prefent,
that this is indeed a revelation from God.

ITI. I would obferve, and I will boldly venture to
lay farther, that there is 10 other book, or no other fyflen:
of religion in the world, that pretends to be a revelation
frem Gedy which is worthy of him, and therefore none to
be compared with our Bible. As for the old Pagan
{yllems of religion, we are fure they could not come
from the only living and true God, becaufe they en-
joined men to worfhip many falfe Gods. They could
not come from a holy God, becaufle they recommended
vice and immorality; as drunkennefs at the feftivals of
Bacchus, one of their gods, and lewdnefs at the fef-

tivals
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tivals of Venus, one of their goddefles. "The moral
rules of one Zoroafter, who taught the ancient Per-
fians their religion, are faid to be the purelt of any
of the Pagan {yftems; but yet his fyftem was fufh-
ciently difgraced from the honour of being a divine
revelation, by its allowing of mceff, of the groflefl
kind. The only book now extant, which pretends to
be a competitor with our Bible, that is worth men-
tioning, is the Alkoran, or Bible of the Mahometans,
which Mahomet pretended to have received by imme-
diate revelation from God : but if you compare this
book with our Bible, it will be eafly to fee which is
moft worthy of God, and which is moft likely to come
from him. It isallowed there are in the Alkoran fome
fine {entences, and fome good-moral rules and precepts,
here and there interfperfed ; but by far the greateft part
of itis fuch incoherent jargon, fuch tedious repetitions
of the {ame things, and fuch nonfenfical rhapfodies, as
that no reafonable man, who is not blinded by preju-
dice, can think that it came from God. Befides, there
are many flat contraditions in it ; fome laws delivered,
and afterwards contradicted again, The greateft part
of the future happinefs it promifes is quite ridiculous,
as, confifting of fenfual pleafures, and thofe of the
groflelt kind. Asto the laws and rules of morality

which this book contains, though they may be gene-

rally pretty firict and good, yet there is one exception,
which 1s enough to difcredit the whole, as.to its pre-
tcace of coming from God, which is, that the Alkoran

_' allows
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allows of polygamy : it permits each man to have fous
wives at once, which we are fure is again{t the Law
of Nature, and therefore it could not come from the
God of Nature ; fince he has made no fuch provifion
In nature as four wives for each man, nor any thing
like 1t ; for there are no more females born than males,.
nor indeed quite fo many*; therefore polygamy is evi-
dently againft the Law of Nature; and thercfore, I.
{ay, the Alkoran, which allows it, cannot be 2 reve-
lation from the God of Nature. And indeed, the au-.
thor of this book feems to have been {enfible that it
would not bear a {trit enquiry into its truth and au-
thority ; and therefore he forbade his difciples ever to-
doubt of it, or diflpute aboutit. This method looks:
very {ufpicious ; this is not like our Bible, which ex-
horts us ¢ to prove all things, that we may hold faft:
¢¢ that which 1s good.” 1 Vhefl. v. 21. And it com-.
mends the Bereans for their diligently fearching into
the evidence of that revelation which was brought them

by an Apoftle of Chrift, A&s xvii. 11. And now, can

* This is an obfervation that has leng been made, and any one.
may {atisfy bimfelf of the truth of it by the weekly and yearly bills
of births and burials which are publithed in London; for by them
1t appears that there are conftantly more males born than femaules by
one in about fourteen 3 which is a2 wonderful inflance and evidence
of the care of Providence, in preferving the due proportion of the
two f{exes to each other, by this furpius of males to balance the.
wadte of that fex above the other, by feas and wars, and fome other

untimely deaths, which feveral dangerous trades expofe the men to.

o
1%



EXAMINED AND CONFIRMED. 3 1

it De any matter of doubt with us which of thele two,
#he Bible or the Alkaran, is the true tcftimony of God?
Upon the whole then, it appears, that as our Bible 1s
every way worthy of God, and is fuch a revelation as
we might reafonably expect from kim, f{o there is no
other book, or fyltem of rcligion in the werld, which
is worthy of God, or can be fuppofed to come from

himy. I now add once incre,

IV. That noize but God Limfeif can reafonally be fup-
Pofed ta be the authsr of our Eiile. 11 it is net the word
of God, whofc is it, and what is it? Why, it muift
then be all a forgery; and a very wicked forgery,
be fure, it would be, for any man or men to write a
book of their own heads, and to father it upon Geod,

and tell the world they reccived it by revelation from
him. Now what fort of nien will you {uppolc thele
writers of the Bibie to be, if they were not infpired by
the {pirit of God? They muft be either good men, or
bad men. To fuppole that any good and honeft man
would be gnlty of fuich a wicked torgery, 1s contradic~
tion and nonfenfe ; that could never be. A good and
honeft man, we are fure, would not fay that he had re-
ceived a revelation from God,when he knew he had not.
We are very fure therefore, that if the Bible was not the
teftimony of God, it was not written by good men.
Shall we fuppofe then that it was written by bad and
wicked men? But read the Bible, fearch the Scriptures,

2nd then judge whether that be at all probable. Would
| wicked
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wicked men have written againft all manner of fin,
and laid down fuch phure and excellent rules of holinefs
as the Bible does ! What wicked man would have put
fuch fentences as thele into a book of his writing ¢
¢¢ ‘The Lord hateth all workers of iniquity *; the co-
«¢ yvetous whom the Lord abhorreth+; there 1s no peace
“ faith my God to the wicked%. Whoremongers,
“ adulterers, drunkards, and liars;'t'"-_fh_;all have no part
¢ in the kingdom of God and of Chrift{,” and a great
deal more to the fame purpofe. What wicked man
would have preflcribed fuch excellent holy rules as
thefe? ¢ Whatfoever you would that men fhould do
¢¢ unto you, do you alfo fo to them §. Avenge not
¢ yourfelves, neither give place unto wrath *¥*. Ren-
¢¢ der not evil for evil, nor railing for railing, but
¢¢ contrariwife bleffing ++. Give diligence to cleanfe
¢+ yourfelves from all filthinels of the fiefh and {pirit,

¢¢ perfelting holinefs in the fear of God 1}, for with-
¢¢ out holinefs no man fhall fee the Lord {|l|.” Now can.
vou think that any wicked man would ever have writ-
ten {uch things as thefe? ls it at all probable that a.
company of wicked men would have confpired thus ta
expofe themfelves, and to render themielves and theis
own charaéter odious? DBefides, what view could any,
wicked defigning men have in making fuch a forgery,

* Pful.v. s, + Phal. % 3. T Ilaiah xleini. 22,
I} * Cor, vi. g9, 10, Rev.xxi. 3. § Matt. vii. 12,
¥ Rom. xil. 19. 4+ 1 Pet. iit. g. 1T 2 Cor. vil. 1,

ti Eeb. wii, 24,

and
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and palming it upon the world for a divine revelation?
¥or what plan is there in all the Bible of advancing
men's fecular intereft? What fcheme of worldly power
can be found there? Thofe who endeavour to ground
worldly power on the doctrine of Chrift, as the Papifts
do, alledge the authority of Fathers and Ccuncils to
fupport their claim ; for they well know that nothing
of that fort is to be found in the Scriptures, Upon
the whole then, it is utterly improbable that the Bible
was a contrivance and forgery of wicked men: and if
neither good men nor wicked men were the proper
authors of it, 1t mudt furcly come from God. And
we may conclude, that in compofing the Scriptures

holy men of old [poke, and wrote as they were moved by tie
Hsly Crhaoft.

Here let us ftop, and recolle& how far we are ad-
vanced in the argument to prove that the Scriptures
are the true Teftimony, or Word of God. We have
proved that fome revelation from God was neceflary
for man, in his prefent ftate, as a guilty, finful, and
ignorant creature; and fuch all men certainly are.
Therefore, upon the fuppofition, which none of us are
backward to make, that (God had a merciful detign to-
wards any of the fallen human race, a revelation from
him might reafonably be cxpected. We have thewn
you that our Bible is every way worthy of God; and
that no othier book in the world, that pretends to be a
revelation from God, has any thing like fo good 2

claim
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i
claim to that honour as our Bible has. We have %‘F
thown that it could not be the contrivance and forgery £

-I
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 P—

either of good or of bad men; and therefore, in all ijﬂ
probability, it muft be the teftimony of God. f‘;

Suppofe we were to reit the matter here, and that jy
we had not {uch ftrong pofitive evidence of the truth
of the Scriptures, as I hope to thew in the next dif- g
courfe that we have; but it was only highly probable :;
they are the true word of God. They may be true,
and it is very probable they are true: {uppofe this was
all we had to fay for the Scriptures, what then?}
Should any of us do wifely and prudently to defpife
and reje&t them? Or would it not rather be our wif-
dom to follow the rule of thefe Scriptures, and endea- i
vour to have our hearts and lives conformed to them.§
I remember a little ftory in a celebrated Author: ¢ A%’*}'
‘““ lewd young fellow fecing an aged hermit go by him:
‘¢ barefoot, Father, fays he, you are in a very mi{‘era-f
¢¢ ble condition, if there is not another world: Tme,}F
““ fon, {ays the hermit, but what is your condition 1f5
“¢ there 1s*.”  Suppofe there is fuch another world ad;
the Scripture tells us of a Heaven and a Hell, endleft
happinefs and glory for the good, and endlefs mifer:
and torment for the wicked; only fuppofe this fhoulc;

be all true, as moit probably it 1s true, what a defpc{
rate rifk does the ungodly {inner run? Was the Blblg'

= Speftator, No, 575,

;
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ail a forgery, {till the good man, the Chrittian, runs
no rifk at all: let that be how it will, he is fate; and
his Bible affords him a thouland fupports and com-
forts. and pleafling hopes, to {weceten the prelent life
as 1t gacson. But fuppole this EPible {heuld prove tobe
the true teftimony of God, as I make no doubtbut i is,
what will become of the profane fcorner, the wicked
tranfgreflor of the law of God, the defpifer of Chiift
and his Gofpel? The Bible fays, ¢ "The wicked {hall
‘“ be turned into hell, with all thofe that forget God#;”
¢¢ that he who believeth the Gofpel {hall be {aved, but
‘“ he that believeth not fhall be damnedt,” €< fhall be
¢ punifhed with everlalling deftruction from the pre-
“ fence of the Lord, and from the glory of his
poweri.”  Certainly, in a matter of {uch importance,
the fafe way is the wifelt way. ¢ "The fear of the

¢ [Lord that is wifdom, and to depart frem evil s un-

12

¢ rl:::rﬂandingsj. Surcly there was great reafon for

the Plalmiflt to fay, ¢ Have all the workers of iniquity

~ 33
r

““ no knowledgze!ls”  Are they fools, or are they mad
men, to run fuch a defperate rifk of cternal damna-
tion? To choole fo dangerous a road before a fufe
one, which is alfo the mofl ealy and pleafant.  Tor
¢« Wifdom’s ways arc ways of pleafantnels, and all

“¢ her paths arc peace®®.T € Dut the way of tranl-
“ greflors is hardtt,” and dreadral will the end of 11 be.

* Plal. ix. 17, + Mark xiv1 16, T 2 Thell. 1. g,
§ Job xxvii. 28, I Plal. xwv. 4. “¥ Prov. i, 17,
+ b+ Prev. xa, s,

1) But
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But the extreme folly of thefe finners will appear in a
{lill ftronger light, when we come to confider the cer-
tain evidence and proof we have that the Holy Scrip-
tures arc the true teftimony and revelation of God;
which is to be the fubjet of the next Difcourfe.

THE END OF THE FIRST DISCOURSE.

SERMON



SERMON IL.

JouN xxi. 24,

And we know that his Teftimony is true.

T. John, who wrote this hiftery of the life, and
death, and refurrection of Chrift, wrote net upon
hearfay, but upon' his own certain knowledge ; and
therefore he was perfectly fure that what he had tefti-
fied was true. But how fhall ‘we be affured that it is
{rue?. ‘I'hat is the queftion which I have propofed to
handle from this text. In difcourfling on which I pro-
pofed, not to confine myfelf merely to St. John's tefti-
mony, and to thofe matters cnly which he hath re-
corded in this hiftory of Chrift; but to take in alfo
the teftimony of the other Apoftles and facred writers,
concerning all things which are contained in the Holy
Scriptures. Here it was propofed to confider,

D2 Firft,
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Firf?, The probability of the truth of this teftimony,

or of the fcripturc-revelation; and, fecondly, the cer-
tainty of it.

It has been fhown in the former difcourfe, that it
is, at leaft, highly probable that the Scriptures are
true; or that they are a revelation fent us by the God
of truth, as——becaufe a revelation from God was
nceeflary for men in their prefent fallen ftate; and
theretore it might reafonably be expeéted from him,
becaufe the Bible is cvery way worthy of God;

and therctore it bids fair to be a revelation from him,

= . | 1 »

———Decatie N0 otner voun 1 anc w2rd; that pretends
to be a revclation from God, has any thing like fo
good a claim to that honour as the Bible has, and
becaufe neither good men nor bad men can reafonably
be fuppofed to be the proper authors of the Bible;
therefore, in all probability, it is the teftimony of God
himfelf, and thofe Asly men, who wrote the Scriptures,
wwrate as they were moved by the Holy-Ghoff. 1 proceed

Now,

- Secondly, To fhow the certainty of this teftimony; or to
offer fome more certain and conclufive arguments for
the truth of the Holy Scriptures. It is not only Aighly
prabable, but it is very certain that this teftimony is frue
for we have the moft fubftantial evidences that we could

expe@, or even defire, in fuch a cale, to prove to us,
that
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that the Bible is indeed. the word of God, a revelation
which he hath fent us. Here I will begin,

Firlt, 27uth the charaéter and conditions of the writers
of this teftzmony, who folemnly declared that they wrote
it by the infpiration of God. Now the queftion is,
whether they are to be believed in what they teftifyr It
was fhown in the laft Difcour{e that it cannot be fup-
pofed that any gosd men would be guilty of fo wicked a
forgery, as to father their own conceptions and writings
upon God, and to fay, that they reccived what they
wrote from God, when they knew they did not: and it
is as improbable, and indced impoffible, that the Bible
could be the contrivance of any 4ad men; for had wick-
ed men framed a book to impofe upon the world, un-
der the notion of a revelation from God, we are mo-
rally {ure they would have made it morce favourable to
their corrupt inclinations and lufls; and, we may be.
very fure, they would not have facrificed their worldly
intereft, and their very lives to this their teftimony, as
it is certain feveral of the writers of the Bible did, if
they had known it to bea forgery. 'The only pofiible
{uppofition then that can be made, in cafe the Bibleis
not a revelation from God, is, that the feveral writers
of it were Enthufiafts, men of a diftempered brain, who
tancied they were infpired when they were not.  Such
perfons there doubtlefs have been, whofe heads were
turned, and who fancied themf{elves to be infpired, and
that they had a revelation from God, when there was

12 nothing
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nothing more in it than their own crazy imagination.
Now (an we fufpe& that this might be the cafe with
the writers of the Bible? Can we fee any reafon to
furmife that they were fuch deluded Enthufiafts? Or
have we not the beft evidence in the world that they
were fober, cool-headed men, who knew what they
faid, and were certain of what they wrote? For this
I may appeal,

1. Do their manner of writing, and to the [ubjells which
they wrote upon. For thofe facred writers did not only

deliver doltrines from God, and foretel things to come,
but they alflo related, and have recorded feveral fats
and matters of hiftory, which, at the time when they
wrotc them, could eafily have been difproved, if they
had not been true. Such as Mofes’s hiftory of God’s
delivering the Ifracelites from the bondage of Egypt,
by a long train of miracles, and of his conduéting them
through the Wilderne{s for forty years, in a very extra-
ordinary manner. The hiftory which the Apoltles
wrote of the life, miracles, death, and refurreétion of
Chrift: and they appeal to many hundreds of living
witneffes for the truth of what they related; as the
Apoftle Paul does, 1 Cor. xv. 6. where he fays that
Chrift was feen alive, aftér his death, by above frve hun-
dred brethren at once, the greater part of whom were
{1il} living at the time when he wrote this. Now this
was fair and open dealing, to appeal to hundreds of
tiving witnefles, for the truth of a matter of falt: and

docs
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does this look like enthufiaftic delufion? No certainly,
Enthufiafts, and perfons of a diltempered brain, are apt
to deal 1n whimfical fpeculations and prophecies, and
not in relating plain marters of fa&, in which they
might be contradifted by living witnefles, if what they
fay be not true. Again, let me obferve to you far-
ther,

2. ‘That as the facred writers appear to be men of a
found mind, and fober judgment, {o they alfo appear to
be very honeft and upright men. Witnels their fo often
relating their own faults and failings, and thofe of
their deareft friends. For inftance, Mofes, whofe
writings make {o confidcerable a part of the Old Tefta-
ment, how often does he, on one occafion and another,
fpeak of his own weaknefles and mifcarriages, and
thofe of his neareft kindred? as, in the third chapter
of Exodus, he relates how backward and unwilling he
was to obey the command of God, when he called him
to deliver Ifrael. 1In the latter end of the fourth chap-
ter, he has recorded his own finful necgle@ of God's
ordinance, in not circumcifing his fon. 1n Numbers
xX. he relates the ftory of his own f{inful paflion, for
which God was angry with h:m 3 and in chapter xii. of
that book, he has faithtully recorded the {edition of his
own brother Aaron, and his {ifter Miriam, for which
God fmote her with the pl\ague of leprofy. Mofes was
fo far from the vanity of moft cther hiftorians, who

commonly labour to aggrandize their own nations, that
a good
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a good part of his hiltory is taken up with the account
of the perverfenefs, the ftubbornefs and the idolatries
of his own people Ifracl. Surely this has very much
the air of an impartial and true hiftory.

The fame thingis to be obferved of the writers of
the New Teftanment, the Apoftles of Chrift. How
freely do they pubtifh their own faults, their pride,
their a:nbition, their emulation, and the like ? What a
fhameful {tory do they tell of themfelves! that, a httle
betore the death of Chrift, ¢¢ there was a {trife among
‘¢ them which of them thould be accounted the greateft™,
and how. at the time of his laft {ufferings, one of their
number betrayed their Lord, another denied him, and
all the rett ot them forfook Lim and fled . St. Matthewy
leaves a cenfure upon his own lite, viz. that he had
been a pullican, whicy was an office of very bad repute.
And {o does St, Paul, who writes himfelf #he chicf of
Sfinners, and who has recorded 1t in his writings, once
and again, that he had been a blafphemer of Chriff, and
an imjurious perfecutsr of the Church sf Ged. Wow thefe
are fuch inftances of humility and honcelly as were ne-
ver found among tmpofltors, and writers of forgery.
They always take care of their own reputaticn in the
firft place ;5 whereas it is plain thefe writers have no
regard to their own reputation, but to the honour of
(God and Chrift. Therefore, as Nicodemus {aid to

* Luke xxii. 24, + Matth, xxvi, 56.
Chiriii,
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Chirift, ¢ We know that thou art a teacher come from
¢¢« God, for no man can do the miracles thou doit. ex-
“¢ cept Gud be with him*.” So we have good reafon to
fay, concerning thefe writers of the Bible, we know
that no ian could, at leaflt we are fure that no man
would, have written fuch things of their own heads,
and if they had not been inflru€ted what they fhould
wrile by the fpiritof God. Again,

3. The perfect harmony and agreement of :he feveral
basks of the Scriptures with one ansther, is avery fubftan=
tial evidence that ihey wwere not the fruit of men's cwn
Jancies, but that they were all didiated by wne and the lame
fpirit. For fuppole the feveral writers of the oty
Scriptures, from Mufes to John, who lived in {uch re-
mote ages from onc another, had~ writtes: only ibelr
own {cveral fancies and opinions, it is more than a hun-
dred to one that they would have often contradicted one
another ; for mens fanciesand cpinions are as different
as their faces are, and it may be more fo. We thould
then have had one fett of notions and doctrines in one
book, another oppolite fctt of do&rines in another ;
whereas the Bible is plainly all of a picce, and the {fe-
veral books of it perfe&ly harmonize with one an-
other. The doérines are the fame from the beginning
tn the end.  The fame things which were reprefented
by #oes in the Old Tellament, are delivered in plain

+ John 11l 4.
words
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words in the New Teftament. Therc is 2 wonderful
harmony and agreement among all the writers of the
Bible, which affords a good a;gument to prove that
they were all inftru&ed and infpired by one and the
fame fpirit. We hardly find two other mens writings
on the fame {ubjeét, without fome clathing ard con-
tradi@ing one another ; whereas in all the vait variety
(‘)f bean‘.S which the Scripture treats of. there 1S 1o
{fuch clafhing and contraditing ; but the facred writers
of both T eftame~nts deliver the fame da&tiines, and do,
in cffe@, {peak the fame things, Now it is not to be
conceived, 1t 1s not in the leaft credible, that the merc
fancies of {o many different men thould thu: harmontze

with one arother. 1 remember to have read a few lines
of onc of cur Englith Poets, in which thisargument s |

beautifully exprefled.

Whence but from Heaven fhould men urfkiil’d in arts,

In diffeient nations horn, in d ffuient parts,

Weave fuch agreeing truths ? or how? or why?

Should .1l conf{pire to cheat us with ale?

Unafk’«d their pains, ungrate ul their advice,

Starving their gains, and martyrdom their price.
DrYDEN,

And this hints a further argument to prove that tl

writers of the Bible were inftructed in what they wrote
by the {pirit of God, viz.

4« That they could be under no temptation, from an
profpect of worldly advantage, to impofe upom others, |

venin
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veneing that for a revelatiom from God which was nst.
I'or what could they propofe by writing a book f{o op-
pofite to the lufts and natural inclinations of men as the
Bible is? and what did they gain by it ? What indeed,
in this world, but reproach, perfecution, poverty and
death ¢ and all this they contentedly fubmitted to and
bore, for the truth which they had received and dcli-
vered from God. Many of them fealed their teftimony
with their blood ; which is the ftrongef{t allurance «f
honeity and fincerity that men could give in {uch a cafe.
Could we fuppofe them cunning enough to have con-
trived the Bible of their own heads, and wicked enough
to have written it in the name of God ; yetr what mo-
tive could they have fo todo ¢ Would they take all that
pains only to ruin themfelves in this world, and to
damn themfelves in the world to come? Wz cannot
fure fuppofe fuch moniters in nature, as the facred
wiriters muft have been, if the Bible be not the word

of God.

Thus we have made it appear, "That the writers
of the Bible were men of found mind and fober judg-

ment ; that they were honeft and upright men.—
We have obferved, that the perfect agrecement of the
feveral books of the Scripture with one another, 1s a
very fubltantial evidence that they were not the fruit
of mens own fancies and opinions, but that they were

bl written under the infpiration of onc and the fame

pirit.~And further, we have obferved that the facred
writers
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writers could be under no temptation, from any profpect
of worldly advintage, to impofe {uch a forgery upon
the world, as the Scriptuzes muit nceds be, if they

arc not the word of God. From ali which there arifes

a {trong argument in proof of the divine authority of
the Bible.

A fecond argument may be taken from the contents of
the Bibl iifelf, or from what it contains. Here many
learned men have taken notice ¢t the very langnage
and ftyle in which the dcriptures are writicn, which
{ecems to have fomething in it more than human, a cer-
tain majelty and grandeur, and emphatical propriety
in the very words and langusge of the Bible, which
are very much f{uperior to all mere human writings
whatever. But this evidence lies chiefly betore thofe
'who are fkilled 1n the orininal tongues, in which the
Bible was written y for there 1s no tran{lation that
comes up near to the beauty of the original ; and there-
fore I will not now infift upon it.

But the apparent defign and tendency of the Ferip-
tures affords a very confiderable argument for the truth
of them ; for they molt evidently tend, throughout, to
advance the glory ot God, and to promote our confor-
mity to him. ‘That is the {um of what the Scripture
aims at in every page. It difplaysthe glory of the fe-
veral perfcétions of God, much beyond what the book
of nature, or any other book in the world, cver'did or

could
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could do. ‘The Scripture teaches us to admire, to
adore and te praile God, as well for all the gocd that
we do, as for all the good that we obtain, or hope for.
¢« Who made thee to differ from another, and what hait
¢¢ thou that thou did{t not receive from God *, of him,
¢¢ and through him, and to him are all things. To him
¢ be glory t.””  So fpcaks the Scriptures. And as it
tends to advance the glory of God, fo alfo to promote
our conformity to him, and to recover us frem the
ruins of our fall : to make us hsly as God is laly; and
thereby to fit us for his prefence in Heaven; ¢ To
¢ make us meet to be partakers of the inheritanice of
the Saints in Light3. T'his is, moft apparently, the
defign and tendency of the Bible from onec cnd to the
other. It is a defign moft wworthy of the holy and
blefled God, and fuch, as we cannot but conclude,
muft come from him.

A further arcument for the truth of the Scripturcs,
taken from the contents of them, may be founded on
the Scripture prophecies, and the pun&iual fulfilment of
them. What David {péaks of the kncwledge of Gead,
concerning the conception and formation of his body,
may be very well applicd to his fore-knowledge of the
future events of time, as it appears in the Scripture
prophecies, Pfal. cxxxix. 15, 16. ¢ My fubilancc
¢¢ was not hid from Thee, when I was made in {ccret,

* 1 COI’- iv‘ T '%' Rom- xi- 36- I (:G]i i- 12.
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<¢ and curiouflly wrought in the loweit parts of the
¢ carth ; thine eyes did féee my f{ubftance, yet being
< imperfelt, and in thy Book all my members were
¢ written, which in continuance were fathioned, when
€ as yet there was none of them.” In like manner it
plainly appears, from the Bible itfelf, that, ¢ ZFhbsever
<¢ was the author of that Book, he faw the fubftance
¢¢ and frame of the future events of Providence, while
¢ they were fecrets to all men ; and he wrote them
‘¢ down in his Book, asin time they fhould come to be
¢ fafhioned, while as yet there were none of them.”
And that could be no other than the omniicient God.
‘We may challenge all other books in the world as God
<hallenges the idols of the Heathens in Ifaiah xli. 22,
23. ¢ Let them bring forth and fhow us what fhall
“ happen: fhew the things that are to come hereafter,
“ that we may know that ye are Gods.” Now this is
what the Scripture has done, in abundance of cafes;
from whence we know that it is the word of God. It
would be much too tedious to mention all the Scripture
prophecies which have already had their pundtual ac-
complifhment : 1 will only therefore inftance in #zv0 or
three, and they fhall be prediftions of {fuch future events
as no human, nor indeed any created wifdom could
poflibly forefee: events that had no conneltion with
natural caules, by which they might be guefled at be-
tore-hand ; but fuch as, to our view of things, were
merely accidental ; or fuch of which there was no pro-
bability at the time when they were foretold ; or fuch

as
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as depended on the free will of man iIn a&ing, which
therefore could be forefeen and foretold by none bt
that God whs knoweth man’s thoushts afar off.  OF th

fort is that remarkable prophecy concerning Cyrus;

5

and his reftoring the Jews from their captivity, and rc-
building their temple, Ifaiah xliv. 28. ¢¢ "Thus faith
‘“ The Lord of Cyrus, He is my thepherd and fhall per-
*¢ form all my pleafure, even {aying 10 Jerufalem theu
¢ {halt be built; and to the Temple thy foundation
““ {hall be laid.” Now it is remarizable, that this pro-
phecy was given out long before the captivity of the
Jews began, when as yet there was no likelithood of
any fuch thing as that they fhould be carried into ¢ap-
tivity, and their temple deftroyed, and nced to be ro-
built again. ‘And it 1s {till more remarkabie, that this
prophecy was given out a bundred years, atleait, fon
fay rws bundred years, before Cyrus was born: !
therefore, probably, long before his parents were born
and then, who could foretel there would cver be fucls
fuch a man in the world, and that his parents, who
were at liberty to call him by what name they pleafed,
would call him Cyrus ; and that he fhould be {o kindly
affeCtionate to the Jews, thcugh he was a Heathen, as
not only to give them free liberty to return to their
own land, but to encourage and aflift them in building
their Temple. None could forelee, none could foretel
all this, butGod himfelf. rom hence therefore we

may {urcly conclude, that the Scripture, in which all’
E.a this .
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this was forctoid {o long before it came to pafs, is the
word of God.

I might inftance again, in that famous prophecy
which was delivered by Jacob, concerning Shiloh, or
the Melliah, Gen. xlix. 10. ¢ The f{cepter fhall not
. l:.p vt trom Judan, nor the lawgiver from between
*¢ his feet, until Shiloh come ; and to him fhall the ga-
“ thering ef the people be.” Now at the time when
this prophecy was dclivered there was no manner of
ikelihood that the pofterity of Jacob fhould ever have a
{cepter among them. However, if fuch an unlikely
thing fhould come to pafs, that any of thefe thepherds,
or their pofterity fhould rife to be kings; there was no
icetithood that the feepter thould be in the hands of
judainy tor he had three elder brethren, Reuben,
Simeon, and Levi, who, in all human probability,
would be preferred before him.  When Mofes record-
cd nis prophecy, fome hundreds ot years after it was -
arft given, there was {till no likelihood of the {cepter’s
ever being in the tribe of Judah; for Mofes, who was
then the {upreme magiftrate under God, was of the
tribe of Levi, Jofhua, his {ucceflor, was of the tribe of
Ephraim; and when afterwards God appointed them a
king, it was Saul, who was not of the tribe of Judals,
but of Benjaming and yet at length, again{t all human
probability, the tribe of judah did actually obtain the
fu premacy ; and the {cepter did continue in 1t, in one

fG.-.II-.,
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form of government or another, until Chrift came*..

So that you fee, here wasa prophecy of an event, very
long before it came to pafs, which no human fagacity

could poflibly forefee. But God, who had appointed.

it, he forefaw it, and he only could foretel it: there-
fore the Scripture, in which this prophecy is contain-
ed, muft needs be the word of God.

We will go on now to mention two or three pro-
nhecies of the New Teftament, which will as infalli-
bly prove that alfo to be the word of God. As our Sa-

viour’s predi¢tion of the deftrué&tion of the Temple,.
and the utter ruin of the Jewith {tate and nation, when, .

at the time of his delivering that prophecy, there was

no appearance, nor human probability, of any fuch.
thing. His predition of the wonderful {pread of the-

Gofpel, after his departure; and the vaft increafe of his
church, which he compares to a grain of muflard feed,
which grows up, in a few months, to be a large and
fpreading tree. Now nothing was more improbable,
to all human reafon, than {fuch an increafe of the

* It is not necefiary, to the punctual {fulfilling of this prophecy,
that the perfons, in -whofe hands the f{cepter was, fuould be ali of
the tribe of Judah, as indeed they were not; fur the Alinonean
V'rinces, or Maccabees, who were chief Governors upwards of a
hundred vears, were priefts of the Tribe of Levi: but ftill the
Tribe of Judah was the State, and the Governmens was in ir, until
Judea was reduced 1nto the form of a Rosnan Provinge, which was

after the birth of- Chrift,

E 2 church
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church of Chrift, after he, the founder of it, had been
crucified, as an infamous malefalor: and yet {o it
came to pafs, juft as he had foretold it would be.
Again, the rejeCtion and difperfion of the Jews are
foretold, both in the Old Teftament and in the New :
and it is alfo foretold, that in time (the time that God
has appointed for that greatevent) there fhall be a general
converfion of the Jews; they fhall be again received
into the church and favour of God; and all ¢ Ifrael
¢ {hall be faved*.”” Now, though this prophecy is
not yet accomplifhed, yet the fteps of Providence
which are-leading to it are fuch, and fo wonderful, that
one cannot but believe that it {hall be accomplifhed in
the appointed. time. I mean, God’s preferving the
fews a diftin&t people, feparate from all others,
though f{cattered abroad into all lands; and that for fo
many hundred years together. It isa moft marvellous
thing, fuch as no hiftory of any other nation or peoplz
in the world can fhow the like.

Again, the prophccy of the man of {in, which is de-
{tvered by St. Paul. 2 Theill ii. and which is fo plain-
ly fulfilled in popery, inevery particular of it, amounts,
1 think, to-no lefs than a demonftration that the Apof=
tle wrote under tiie infpiration of the Holy (hoft. For
{ am fure no human wifdom or fagacity would havc
conjectured that fuch a monfler as popery fhould ever

"‘2 RUTH- Ril, 2‘1
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rife out of chriftianity*. Now from thefe Scripture
prophecies, and many more which might be mention-
ed, there arifes a more {ubftantial evidence of the truth
of the Scriptutes; or that they are indeed the word of
God. And thus you fee, in a few inftances out of
many, that the Scripture has foretold fuch things as

none could poflibly forefee, and therefore nonc could
foretel, but God.

Thus we have proved the truth of the Scriptures
from the chara&er and condition of the writers,—and
from the contents of the Scriptures themfclves. 1 fhall
add but one proof more, which arifes,

Thirdly, from the good effets which the Scriptures
have produced. Here let us firft take notice of that
miraculous teftimony which God gave to the word of
his grace, by the wonderful fuccefs of the Gofpel when
it was firft preached; and then we fhall fpeak of the
more f{tated and ordinary effe€ts of it in other ages.

I. I fay the truth of the Gofpel was ruracilsufly evi-
denced by the wonderful fuccefs of it, when it was
firlt preached by the Apoftles. Miracuioufly, I fay, tor

“ See Dr. Benfon's Differtation on the Nan of Sin, at the end of
his Paraphrafe on the fecond epiftle to the Thellalonians ; in which
it 1s fhown, with convincing evidence, that ail the charadters of the
Maun of Sin, in that prophecy, do exaélly fuit to gopery : and there-
forewwe cannot doubt but that popery was intended by it

I look
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I look upon the {uccefs of the Apoftles preaching tobea
greater miraclethan any other whichthey wrought. I am
fure that our Saviour gives it the preference to all the
miracles which he himfelf had wrought, John xiv, 12.
He faid to his difciples, ¢¢ He that believeth on me,.
¢ the works that I do fhall he do likewife ; and great-
¢ er works than thefe {hall he do, becaufe I go to the
< Irather.” Plainly referring to the converfion of {in-
ners, by their preaching of his Gofpel, after his afcen-
fion to heaven. Never was there any event of Provi-
dence, never any work performed among men, in
which there were fuch evident traces and tokens of a
divine power concurring, aiding, and fucceeding, as in.
the wondertul fuccefs ot the Apoftles preaching: here-
by God did, in a moft furprifing manner, give teftimo-
ny to the word of his grace. Let us here fingle outa
few inftances, rclating to their preaching and their fuc-

cefs, which manifeft tnat the hand of the Lord wasvith
them, as,

1. Confider what difficulites thefe preachers of the Gaf-
pel had ts enccunter with. ‘They were fuch as made
their fuccefls exceedingly improbable. For the world
was generally funk into the dregs of idolatry and wick-
ednefs; and nothing could be more contrary to the cor-
rupt inclinations of mankind, than the dofrine which
the Apcitles preached. It was no fine {ftory to plealc
the fleth, and humour fenfuality; but quite the con-
trary, It {aught and it required felf-denie! and mortifica-

{100,
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tisny, 2nd univerfal purity. This doétrine, therefore,
muft needs be very unpopular.  And further, it would
be no little prejudice againit it, that the author of this
dotrine was but a mecan and obfcure perfon, and a
man of a very obnoxious charaéter, Jelus, the fonsf acar-
penier, who had been accuied, by his own countrymen,
of treafon and blafphemy, and had been condemned by
Pilate, the Roman governor, to {uffer the molt paintul
and ignominious death. Now, .10 invite men to be-
come difciples to this Jelus, after he was crucified and
dead, how prepofterous would it feem? totell men that
they muft truft for eternal life and fulvation, on one
that could not, or however did not, lave himfelf from
being put to death, who would not laugh ar fuch a wild
propofal? ¢ We preach Chrift crucified unto the Jews
‘¢ 3 ftumbling-block, and to the Greeks foolifhnefs*."”

Let it be obferved asain, That the doétrine and
preaching of the Apoftles were vigoroufly oppofed by
men of figure, and that they were perfecuted where-
ever they came. "Then was remarkably fulhilled that
prophecy, Plalm ii. 2. ¢ The Kings of the earth fet
¢¢ themlelves, and the rulers took counfel togcther
¢ againft the Lord, and againft his anointed.”” And
what hope could the Apoftles have of any fuccels of
their preaching, under zll thefe difadvantages and dil-
couragements, when their dodtrine was {o unpopular

* x Cor. 1, 27,
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in 1tfelf, and when the whole world, 1n a manner, ftood
againft them. And further lct it be confidered,

2. What fort of men ihefe firfl preackers of 1he Gafpel
were. It any enterprifle ever required men of educa-
tion and learning, of power and intereft, to render it
fuccefsful, furely this aid. But svere the hrft preach-
ers of the Gofpﬂl fuch mens No, far otherwife.
Chrift commilfioned. and fent forth a few fithermen to
preach his Gofpel; men of mean rank 2and condi-
tion, without credit or intereft, without the authority
of power, or the charms of eloquence: thefe were the
men whom Chrift fent forth to preach his Gofpel, and
to fet up his kingdom in the world; to confound Fu-
daifin and overturn Faganifm. ¢ You {ee your calling,
¢ brethren,” fays the Agpoftle, ¢ how that not many
¢¢ wife men after the flefh, not many mighty, not many
¢¢ noble are called,” or rather, it {hould be rendered,
¢ arc employed in calling you.” 1 Cor.1.26. Thefe
are the men that are fent to confute the learned rabbi’s
and the famous philofophers. Was ever any thing {o
unlikely, and improbable? The heavenly treafure is
olaced in eartbern weffels like (Gideon’s lamps in earthern
pitchers, ¢ that the excellency of the power might ap-
¢¢ pear to be of God.” 2 Cor. iv. 7. Let us now lee,

3. What fuccefs they bad. FHere we fee the power of
God {hining out very illuftrious, by which he gave tef-
timony to the word of his grace. For, notwithftand-

ing
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ing all thefe difadvantages and difcouragements, the
fuccefls of their preaching was aftonithingly great.
They made profelytes and cenverts to the faith of the
Goflpel by hundreds and thoufands at a fecrmon; and
fpread their doltrine in a few years over moft coun-
trics of the then known world. And the change it
wrought in the hearts:and lives of men was very won-
derful. It was fuch indeed as was not poflible for any
power but that of God to effeét. Wherever the Gof-
pel came, it transformed Pagans into Chriflians. They
renounced the religton of their anceftors, in which they
had been educated; and ¢ turned from their idols to
‘¢ {crve the living and true God*. All the power of
human learning and cloquence, could not fland againit
the power of the preaching of thefe poor fifbermen; and
notwithftanding the mighty oppofition that was then
made to the Gofpel, in every country where thofe
preachers came, yet it {pread through the world with
amazing {wiftnels. "Tertullian, who lived in the next
age after Chrift, has thefe words in his apclogy, which
1e addrefles to the heathen magiftrates, ¢ If,” (ays he,
‘ we were encmies to your ftate, you might well feek
‘ new cities and countries to govern; for you would
"have more enemies than friends in your empire. We
have hlicd your towns, your citics, your provinces,
your caftles, your camps, and your courts; only we
have left your idol temples to yourlelves; all other

A 1 Thelll i, g.
: ¢¢ places
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¢¢ places are full of chriftians.” Thus was the izt
floack of Chrift encreafed in a few years ; Sfo mughtily
grew the word of God and prevailed. Now we muft
{furely be blind, if we don’t {ce there was fomething
more than human in all this. And thus was the truth
of the Gofpcl attefted from Heaven, by the miraculous
fuccefs of the firft preachers of it. And if the Gofpel
be true, the whole Scriptures are the true word of
(God: for Chrift ¢ came not to deftroy the Law or the
¢ Prophets, but to fulfil them * ;” and the new Tef-
¢ tament gives teflimony to the Old, that ¢ all Scrip-
‘¢ ture was given by infpiration of Godt;” and ¢ that
“ holy men of old {pake as they were moved by the
<¢ Holy Ghoft t.”

Thus you fee the miraculous fuccels of the firlt
preachers of the Gofpel gives a {ftrong evidence to the
truth of it, and of the wholc Scriptures.  Let us alfo,

Al

¥
I1. Alictle attend 15 the more Slated and crdinary ef-
fects of the word of God, which are common to all ages. It
is moft commonly by means of this word that finners
are converted, that dead fouls are revived and raifed to
newnefs of life. So it was in ancient times., ¢ Of
"

¢ his own will begat he us with the word of truth. ;.
Jamesi. .18,  And fo itis {till. < Faith cometh by

*« Matt. v, 17, + 2 Tim. iii. 16. t 2 Petot, 22, |

¢¢ hcaring
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¢« hearing: and hearing by the word of God*,” Itis
alfo by this word, that the fouls of good people are edi-
fied and comforted, that the divine life of grace 1s ad-
vanced, and at length ripened into the heavenly life of
glory. As when John the Baptift fent fome of his dif-
ciples to Chrift with this queltion, ¢ Art thou he that
¢ fhould come, or do we look for anothert” Qur Sza-
viour rcturncd no other anfwer, but this, ¢ Go and
¢¢ {hew John thofe things which you do hear and fee,
¢¢ the blind receive their fight, the lame walk, the le-
“ pers are cleanfed, the deaf hear, the dead are raifed
¢ up, and the poor have the Golpcl preached to them.”
Matt. xi. 4, 5. That was cnough to fatisfy any con-
iiderate perfon, that Jefus was the Chrift; for the mi-
racles which he wrought were too great and glorious
fer an impoftor; and befides in them an ancient Scrip-
ture prophecy, concerning the promifed Mefliah, was
very literally fulfilled, viz. ¢ When he, their Geod,
“¢ will come and fave them, then the eyes of the blind -
¢ fhall be opened, and the cars of the deaf {hall be un-
« ftopped, &c.” Ifa. xxxv.5,6. ¢ So, if the quel-
¢ tion be put, whether thefe Scriptures are the word of
¢ God, is it not fuflicient to fuy? Hereby dead finners
“¢ are often raifed to newnefs of life; the eycs of thofe
¢ whom the God of this world had blinded are opened;
¢ hearts, which were full of uncleannefs, are purified;
«¢ and poor dejected fouls are wonderfully fupported
<¢ and comforted. And can we think that the tree

¥ Rﬂ‘n P, g 7#
I ¢¢ which
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c¢ which bears fuch good fruit as this, is of any other
<¢ planting than God’s? Are thele the effets of the
¢« words of men only? No, what man could fpeak
¢¢ the dead to life, or the forrowful and dejetted, into
t¢ joy and comfort:” But this is what the Bible has
done in a thoufand inftances. Therefore fuch as have
experienced the power of thofe divine truths, which
the Scripture teaches, in their own fouls, need no other
evidence to prove to them that the Bible is the word of
God. This is that Witnefs, which St. John {peaks of,
which the beliecver has in his own heart, 1 Joha v. 10.
¢« He that believeth on the Son of God, hath the wit-
¢ nefs in himfelf.,”” And it is fuch a witnefs as no
bribes can {ilence, no fophiftry of men, or devils, can
confute: it is the moft conﬁrﬁﬁng teftimony of all
others, to the man that has 1t; who has heard, as it
were, God {peaking to him by his word, to whom the
word of God has been an eftetual means of drawing
his foul to him. But this witnefs is like that <¢ white
¢ {tone, with a new name written upon it, which no
-¢¢ man knoweth {aving he that receiveth it*.”” It isin
vain therefore to alledge this teftimony to unbelievers,
who have never tafted of the grace of God, nor expe-
rienced the power of the Gofpel upon their own fouls 3
-but. to thofe who have experienced it, none is fo fatis-
factory, none fo confirming. Aswhen fome of the Co-
rinthians, who had been converted by St. Paul’s preach-
ing, were tempted to doubt:of his commiflion-to be an
* Reve ile 174

o Apoftic



EXAMINED AND CONFIRMED g

Apoftle of Chrift, he advifes them only to examine
themfelves, as to the effe of his miniftry upon their
own fouls, 2 Cor. xiii. 3, 5. ¢ Since you feek-a proof
¢ of Chrift’s [peaking in me, examine yourfelves whe-
¢¢ ther ye be in the faith.” For if Chrift had fpoken
effcCtually to their {ouls.by St. Paul’s preaching, fo as
thereby to convert them, and implant in them faving
faith, they could not have a better evidence that Chrift
owned him for his Apoftle, and had fpoken by him: fo,
if at any time a doubt is fuggelted to your minds, about
the truth of the Scriptures, cxamine yourfelves as
to the effe they have had upon your own fouls.
Has God, by them, awakencd you out of your carnal
fecurity? Has he, by them, raifed you up to newnefs
of life? Has he, by them, fpoken peace and comfort to
your fouls, when they were in diftrefs and trouble?
Has he, by them, fantified you, and f{upported you
hitherto ?  What ftronger evidence can you have, that

thefe Scriptures are the word of God ? | |

Thus I have fintfhed the argument which I propofed
from my text. And now, upon the whole, cannot we
make thefe words our own, and fay, ¢ We know that

¢¢ this. teftimony is true #’

For the improvement of this fubject let us
Firfl, Reverence and prize the Bible. Read it and re-
gard it, not as the word of men, but of God; as if
God himfelf was fpeaking to you from Heaven, as he
) {poke -
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{poke to Mofes, or as Chrift fpoke to Paul. Read
this word of God with reverence, and fpeak of it with
reverence @ never turn any of the words of Scripture
into a jef?, nor ufe them to adorn a piece of wit; but /is

tire word of God dwvell in you richly in all wifdem. Confider
vour Bible as the oracles of God j and give it due re-
verence, for its author’s {fake. And how fhould you
prize it on account of its vaft ufefulnefsf Was there a
book written that could teach you a fure and certain
way to be rich and profperous in this world, who
would be withcut it But this book, the Bible, will
teach ycu much more important and uleful leflons than
all that ; for it will make you wife unto falvation. It
will teach you how you may be reconciled to God,
whom you have f{o grievoully offended ; how you may
obtain his favour, which, is better than life, and how
you may cfcape his wrath, which is wsrfe than death.
"I'his book 1is your beft, ard your only f{ure guide in the
way to immortal life and bleflednefs. Reverence
and prize the Bible as the book by which you fhall be
judged in the laft day; when ¢¢the books fhall be
¢ openced (the book of Scripture no doubt for one) and
¢¢ the dead fhall be judged out of thofe things which are
¢ written in the books, according to their works *.”
Open it therefore beforehand. There you may fee
what your doomn is then likely to be; and if you find
that you are in danger of being condemned in the judg-

* Reve XX. [,
ment,
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ment, and doomed to everlafting punifhment, this
book will thow you how you may fly from the wirath to
csmey and obtain eternal life.  Or if you can find your
own charadter among the Scripture-characters of the
children of God, and the heirs of his heavenly King-
dom, how will that railc and enliven your hopest How
will that fupport and comfort you under all your
worldly troubles? How wwill it {wecten this mortal life,
when you-can fee it flowing on apace to an immortal
life of glory ! Reverence and prize the Bible therefore,
as the grand charter of all your bieflings, and of all
your hopes ; and therefore,

.

Secondly, Be very thankful to God that ysu have the
Bible. Be thankful that he has been pleafed to give us
a new revelation, after we had cafll off the knowledge
of the Moft High, and brought fuch difmal darknefs
on cur minds by fin ; that he has given us{o clear a
revelation of his goodnefs and love, to encourage ous
rcturn to him, and our truftupon his mercy for pardon
and eternal life ; and that he has marked out the way
to cternal life, fo plain before us, in his word. Be
thankful to (God, and blefs his name, that he hasgiven
you {uch abundant cvidence, that thefe Scriptures are
indeed his word ; {o that you may, moft fately, venture
your fouls and your eternal falvation upon them. Bc
thankful that you have the free ule of the Scriptures ;
that your lot was not caft either into a Heathen crun-

try, where the Bible is not heard of, or into a Popifh
country,
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country, where it is little more than heard of ; where
it is locked up from the people, and' they are not {uf-
fered to read 1it. How gracioully has God diftinguifhed’
you from Heathens and frem Papifts. And, efpecially,.
if he has been pleafed to attend his word with an cfh-
cacious blefling to your fouls; if God has begotten you
again by bis ward of trutl:, how are you diftinguifhed
from many others who dwell in Proteftant countries,
who may have the frec ufe of the Bible, but have no-
heart to ufe it ; and whofe dreadful condemnatmn it
will be, that light came inta the warld, the hght of the
glorious Gofpel fhone all around them, ¢ but they lov-.
¢ ed darknefs rather than light, becaufe their deeds

" % were evil *.” You have reafon to regard the Bible
as an invaluable blefling, as the greate{t and beft gift of.
God next to the gift of his Son ; and without which:
you would have known nothing of Chrift, and of fal-

vation by him.. Thanks be to God for this b:s un*eak-
able gift.

Thirdly, Manifeft your high efieem of the Scriptures,.
and your thankfulnefs for them, by your diligent ufe of
them. Read and {tudy the Bible, fet your hearts to it,.
for it isnot avain thing for you, becaufe ir is your life.
Let it bc as the man of your counfel, your conftant
gulde in the way of your pilgrimage. Labour to un-
derftand what you read; and pray for the teaching of

* John il 19,
the
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the good fpirit of God to gpen yoer wnderfivnding, ihat
you may unaerfiand the Scriptures ; and alfo, to fet home
divine truths upon your hearts, tiwat fo, ¢¢while you
<¢ behold in the glafs of the word the glory of the Lord,
¢: you may be changed into the fame image from glory
< to glory*®.” Be not fatisfied with all the knowledge
you can gain by reading and ftudying, without feeling
the power of divine truths upon your own hearts, in
your growing conformity to a holy God, your delight
in his word and ordinances, your fubmiflion to his
will, and obedience to his precepts, and in the devout
afpiration of your fouls after a more intimate commu-
nion with him, and a more perfe& enjoyment of his
prefence and love ; and fo fhall your fouls Ye nourifbed
up in the words of faith, and of gosd doclrine, until you
come unto the meafure of the Sflature of the fulnefs of
Chrif? ; when all darknefs fhall be diflipated by the light
of heavenly glory ; and when your faith fhall be
changed into vifion, and your hoge into cverlafting en-
joyment.

®* 2 Cor. iii. 28,
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