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PREFACE.

Tnr following is designed to be the commencement of a
series of biographical sketches of distinguished men of the
present generation.  The extent to which it is carried will de-
pend entirely on the success that attends it. There are many
deserving a place in history, whose lives, novertheless, do not
furnish sufficient material for a complete book. These will ba
grouped together as circumstances may determine. No at-
tempt has been made to give the various oflicers which served
under Generals Scott and Juckson, their proper praise. This
belongs to their individual sketches, or general history of the
war. Scott and Jackson are here placed together, as the two
military men who have made the deepest impressions on their
country since the time of Washington, No other two have
given 1t such character at home, or reputation abroad. Dif-
fering widely 1n somo characteristics, they were very similar in
others,
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To those who may suspeet the writer of endeavoring to
wicld a politieal influence, he would say, that one of theso
hiographies was completed, and the other begun, and the con-
tract for both made betoro cither party had nominated its can-
didate.  Dolitienl matters had nothing to do with their pro-
duction, The muaterials for them have beon accumulating for
nearly ten years, and thero scems to be no reason why a pub-
lication should be deferred, because the unexpected conjunc-
tiont of political events might give it, for the time being, o
partizan charncter, If political pamphleteering had been the
object, tho sketeh of Gen. Scott would have been used alone
long ago, and scattered on the wings of tho wind, But if
men will insist that the time of its appearanco is injudicinlly
chosen, the work will be compelled to wrap itself up in its own
rights, and falling back on the great laws of precedence, ndduca
the English Constitution, the usage of all nations, as proof that
the partics should retive till its brief existence is run.  In other
words, the book has the floor, and the speaker’s hammer must
protect its rights,

Thus much may be said without blame ; but a writer may
go farther, and insist that any time is proper in which to nar-
rate the deeds of a man who has deserved well of his country.
If his actions are worthy of record, the most appropriate mo-
ment for bringing them forward is when he is about to receivo
the reward of his deeds. There 1s a wide difference between
wrting a man into eminence, because unforescen ocecurrences
may place him in political power, and in defending and prais-
ing one whose claims to inmortality neither present success nor
failure can affect.

Many officers under Scott have been consulted in preparing
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this biography, while Mansficld’s 1istory of the Mexican War
is referred to as the best, or, indeed, tho only relinble authority
in tho great movements and features of the campaign,

Kendell's and Jenking' Lifo of Jackson, newspapers of tho
time, Nilew’ Register, cte,, are the chief sources of information
in sketehing tho life of Jackson,
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Jacksox did not rest long on hislaurels; for the war
scemed still farther from a termination than at its
commencement, The abdieation of Napoleon, and
the re-ascendancy of the oppressive monarchies of
Europe, gave England a breathing space, and the
vast fleets and armies she had loaned to feudalism
for the overthrow of free principles, could now be
transferred to this continent to carry out here the
tyrannical system which was fast covering her with
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infumy abroad. Recoiling from the nmpregnable
coust that hurled back her fleets in the North, sho
projected o grand descont on the more feebly pro-
tected Southern cities.

In the meantime, General Tlarrison having re-
signed his command in the army, Jackson was ap-
pointed major-general in his place, and the protec-
tion of the coast, ncar the mouth of the Mississippi,
intrusted to his care. Densacola was then under
Spanish authority, and as the resort of British emis-
garies, who stirred up the surrounding suavages to
massacre and bloodshed, had long occupied his
thoughts, and he was determined to take active mea-
sures against it. In August, he sent Captain Gordon
to reconnoitre the place, who reported, on his return,
that he ba+ seen a number of soldiers and several
hundred savages in Dritish uniform under drill by
British officers. Jackson immediately despatched
this report to government. Under snch a palpable
violation of treaty stipulations there was only one
course to be pursued, and Gen. Armstrong, the See-
retary of War, issued an order authorising Jackson
to attack the town. This order was made out; but,
by some mysterious process, was so long in getting
into the post-office, that it never reached its destina-
tion till the 17th of January the next year. Jackson
waited patiently for the sanction of his government
to move forward, not wishing that his first important
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slep a8 Muajor-Genoral in the regular army should
meet the disapproval of those who had entrusted
Ihim with power. DBut a proclamation, issued. by a
British oflicer numed Nicholls, and dated Pensacola,
calling on all tho negroes and savages, nay, even thoe
Americans themseclves, torally to the British standard,
put an end to his indecision, and ho immediately
made preparations to attack the place.

In the meantime, Nicholls mado an attempt on
Fort Bowyer, a small redoubt, garrisoned by one
hundred and twenty men, and defended by twenty
pieces of cannon. This fortress commanded the en-
trance from the Gulf to Mobile. To capture it, four
British ships, carrying ninety guns, and a land force
of over seven hundred men, started from Pensacola
on the 12th of September. On the 15th, the ships
took ud their position within musket-shot of the fort,
and opened thielr fire. The land forece, in the mean-
time, had gained the rear, and commenced an attack.
Major Lawrence, with the gallant garrison under his
command, met this double onset with the coolness
of a veteran. Scattering the motley collection under
Niclolls, with a few discharges of grape-shot, he
turned his entire attention to the vessels of war.
Being in such close range, the cannonading on both
sides was terrific. The incessant and heavy explo-
sions shook that little redoubt to itsfoundations ; but
at the end of three hou:s, the smoke slowly curled
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away from its battered sides, revealing the flag still
flying aloft, and the begrimed cannoniers stunding
sternly beside their heated preces.  The firing of tho
enemy had ceased, and the ship llermes disabled,
was drifting on a sand-bank, while the other vessels
were crowding all sail scaward, The former soon
after grounded within six hundred yards of the fort,
whose guns opened on her ancw with such treinen-
dous cftect that, out of the one hundred and seventy
who composed her crew, only twenty escaped. The
other ships suflered severely, and the total loss of
the enemy was one ship burned, and two hundred
and thirty-two men killed and wounded, while only
cight of the garrison were killed. Nicholls effected
his retreat to Pensacola, where the governnr received
him as his guest, and threw open the public' stores
to the soldiers. On the flag-staff of the fort were
“entwined the colors of Spain and Iingland,” as if
on purpose to announce that all neatrality was at an
end.

These things coming to Jackson’s ear, he resolved
without delay, to get poassession of the town and fort,
“peaceably if he could, forcibly if he must.” Ile
immediately hastened to Fort Montgomery, where
he had assembled four thousand men, and putting
himself at their head, in four days ecncamped within
two miles of the place. This wason the 6th of No-
vember, and he at once despatched a flag to tho
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Spanish governor, disclosing his object and pur-
pose.  Tho messonger was fired upon from the
fort, and compelled to return. Jackson’s fiery na-
ture was instantly aroused by this insult, yot re-
membering that he was acting without the sanc-
tion of governmont, ho resolved still to negotiate.
Having, at length, succeeded in opening a corres-
pondence with the governor, he told him that he
had come to take possession of the town, and hold
it for Spain till she was able to preserve her neutral-
ity. The governor refusing entirely to be relieved
from his charge, Jackson put his columns in motion
and marched straight on the town. At the entrance,
o battery of two cannon opened on his caiitral col-
umn ; but being speedily carried by storm, together
with two fortified houses, the troops, with loud
shouts, pressed forward, and in a few minutles were
masters of the place. The Spanish governor no
sooner saw the American soldiers with loud hurrahs
inundating the streets, than he rushed forward, im-
ploring mercy, and promising an immediate surren-
der. Jackson at once ordercd the recall to be
sounded, and retired without the town. The com-
mandant of the fort, however, refused to surrender
it, when Jackson ordered an assault. The former
wisely averted the approaching blow by lowering
his flag. The Dritish fledy taking with them their
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allies, four hundred of whom being megroes, were
carried to tho West Indies, and suld for slaves.

Ilaving thus chastised the Spanish governor, and
broken up the plans laid to renew the Indian war,
Juckson took up his march for Now Orleans, which
he knew would be the chiefl point of attack. 1llo
established his head-quartors there, on the 1st of
Deccember; and threo days after, the nows that o
large British fleet was approaching the coast, spread
like wild-fire through thecity, Tho report was soon
confirmed, and Jackson, whom danger always tran-
quillized, while it filled him with tenfold energy,
began to prepare for the approaching shock. New
Orleans, numbering at that time only thirty thou-
sand inhabitants, was but recently purchased from
France, and the population, being composed mostly
of those in whose veins flowed Spanish.and Fr\mch
blood, did not feel the same patriotic ardor that uni-
mated the Ilastern cities. Many were known to be
hostile, and were- suspected of carrying on treasona-
ble correspondenco with the enemy. Ieeling that
he had but a slender hold on the city, and knowing
that secret foes watched and reported all his move-
ment, Jackson was compelled to act with extreme
caution.

This hostility, as it were, in his own camp, added
immensely to the embarrassments that surrounded
him. But calm, keen, resolute, tireless, and full of
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courngo, lio soon inspired the patriotic citizens with
confidence. Tesourcos they had not dreamed of,
sprang up at his bidding. But it needed all the re-
nown he had won, and all his persunal influenco, to
impart the fuintost promise of success.

11le had brought only a portion of his troops with.
him from Ponsacola. But no sooner did he arrive,
than he inspected narrowly the inlets, bayous, and
channels, marked out the location of works, ordered
obstructions raised, and then called on the different
States to send him help. A thousand regulars wero
immediately ordered to New Orleans, while the Ten-
nessee militia, under General Carrol, and the mount-
ed riflemen, under General Coffee, hastened as of
old, to his side. Concealing as much as possible the
weakness of his force, and the bad appointments of
many of the soldiers, he strained every nerve to in-
crease the means of defence. The French inhahi-
tants forgot their hostility to the Americans in the
greater hate of the English, while many others, who,
hitherto, had taken little or no interest in the war,
roused by the sudden danger that threatened them,
flew to arms. The free negroes and refugees from
St. Domingo, formed themselves into a black regi-
ment, and were incorporated into the army. Jack-
son’s ¢nergy and courage soon changed, the whole
current of feeling, and, day and night, the sounds
of martial preparation echoed along the streets of
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the city. Tho excitement swellod higher and high-
er, a8 the hostile fleot gradually closed towards tho
mouth of the Mississippi. DBut one though?: occu-
pied every bosom,—one topic became the theme of
all conversation. Consternation and couragoe moved
side by side; for whilo tho most, belicved Jaclkson
to bo invincible, others, carofully weighing the forco
of the armament approaching, could not but antici-
pate discomforture and destruction, Nor was this
surprising ; for a tleet of more than cighty sail, un-
der tho command of Admiral Cochrane, carrying on
their decks cleven thousand veteran troops, fresh
from the bloody fields of Spain, and led by men of
renown, was steadily advancing on the city. Be-
sides this formidable land force, there were twelve
thousand secamen and marines. The facts alone were
sufficient to cause anxiety and alarm j but rumor
magnified them fourfold. To resist all this, New
Orleans had no vessels of war, no strong fortresses,
no army of veteran troops. General Jackson, with
his undeciplined and half-armed yeomanry, alone
stood between the city and destruction. Ile was not
ignorant of the tremendous force advancing against
him; but still he was calm and resolute. To the
panic-stricken women, who roamed the slreets, fill-
ing the air with shrieks and cries of alarm, he said,
«“ The enemy shall never reach the city.” Their tears
at once subsided, for he had the strange power of
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infusing his own confidence into all who surrounded
him, |

New Orleans, situated on the eastern bank of tho
Mississippi, was accessible not only through the
various mouths of tho river, but also with small ves-
sels through lakes Borgne and Pontchartrain, and
was thercfore a diflicult city to defend, for no one
could tell by what way, or by how many ways tho
encmy would approach. Jackson saw that he would
be compelled to divide his forces in order to guard
cvery avenue. In the meantime, while he watched
the approaching force, he kept his eyo on tho city.
The press did not manfully sustain him, and the
legislature, then in session, looked upon his actions
with suspicion, if not with hostile feelings. Al-
though a native of another State, and having no
personal interest in the fate of the place, whose
authorities treated him with coldness, he, neverthe-
less, Qetcrmined to save it at all hazards, and while
apparently bending his vast energies to meet an
external foe, boldly assumed the control of _the
city, declared martial law, and when Judge Iall
liberated a traitor whom he had imprisoned, sternly
ordered the Judge himself into confinement.

At length, on the 9th of December, the excited

inhabitants were told that the British flecet had .

reached the coast; sixty sail being seen near the
mouth of the Mississippi. Commodore Patterson
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immodiately despatchoed Lioutenant Jonos with five
run-boats to watch its motions. This gallant com-
mander, in passing through Lako DBorgne, disco-
verod that tho oncmy, instead of approaching direct
by tho river, was advancing up the lakes. In hover-
ing around them to ascortanin their designs, ho unfor-
tunately got bocalmed, and in that position was
attacked by forty barges, containing twelve hundred
men. Notwithstanding he had undor him less than
two hundred mon, he refused to surreudor, and gal-
lantly returned the fire of the enemy. Ifor a whole
hour he stubbornly maintained the unequal contest;
but, at length, after killing necarly double his entire
force, he was compelled to strike his flag. Tha
British had now complete control of lakes Ponchar-
train and Borgne, and advancing up the lattor, en-
tered a canal, and ﬁnalmfected o landing on the
levee, about cight miles from the city. This leveo
acts as a bank to keep the river from the inland,
which is lower than the surface of the water. This
levee, or bank, varies in width from a few hundred
yards to two or threo miles, and is covered with
plantations. Thus, now almost like a causeway, and
again like an eclevated plateau, it stretches away
from the city, with the river on ono side, and an im-
passable swamp on the other. _

Tho forts that commanded the river were, by this

manceuvre of the enemy, rendered comparatively
15
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useless, and an open road to the city lay hefore him,
Jackson no sooner heard that the British hiad cfleet-
¢d o landing, than he determined at once to attack
them heforo their heavy artillery and the main body
of the army conld be brought forward. On the 23,
therefore, a few hours after they liad reached the
banks of the Mississippi, his columns were in motion,
and by evening halted within two miles of the hos-
tile forco. 1lis plans were immediately laid,~—the

~8chooner of war, Caroline, commanded by Commo-

-a —n el — =
_-...-——l-"-"

dore Patterson, was ordered, soon after dark, to drop
quictly down the river, and anchor abreast the Bri-
tish encampment. General Coffee, with between
six and seven hundred men, was directed to skirt
the swamp to the left of the levee, and gain, undis-
covered, the enemy’s rearj while he himself, with
thirteen hundred troops, would march dircetly down
the river along the highway, and assail them in
front. The Caroline was to give the signal for a
oeneral attack. She, unmolested, swept noiselessly
down with-the eurrent, gained her position, dropped
her anchors, and opened her fire. The thunder and
blaze of her guns, as grape-shot and balls came rat-
tling and crashing into the eamp of the DBritish,
were the first intimation they received of an attack.
Atthe same time, Generals Coffee and Jackson gave
the orders to advance. Night had now arrived, and
although there was a moon, the fast rising mist from
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the swamiws and river mingling with the smolke of
tho guns, so dimmed her light that objects could be
discerned only a short distance, save the watch-fires
of the enemy, which burned brightly through the
rloon, Guided by these, Coffee continued to ad-
vance, when suddenly he was met by a sharp five.
The enemy, retiring before the shot of the Caroline,
had left the bank of the river, not dreaming of a foo
in their rear. Coflee was taken by surprise; but
this gallant commander had been in too many peri-
lous scenes to be disconcerted, and ordering the
charge to be sounded, he swept the field before
him,

Again and again the Dritish rallied, only to he
driven from their position. At length they made
determined stand m a grove of orange trees, behind
a ditch which was lined with a fence. DBut the ex-
cited troops charged boldly over the ditch, fence,
and all, and lighting up the orange grove with the
fire of their guns, and awakening its echoes with
their loud hwzzas, pressed fiereely after the astonish-
ed enemy, and forced them back to the river. Ilere
the latter turned at bay, and for halt an hour main-
tained a determined fight. DBut being swept by.such
close and destructive volleys, they at length clam-
bered down the levee, and turning it into a Dreast-
work, repelled every attempt to dislodge them.

In the meantime, Jackson had advanced along
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tho river. Guided by the guns of the Caroline, and
the rockets of the enemy, that rose hissing fromn tho
gloom, he pressed swiftly forward, e had given
directions to move by hends of companies, and, as
koon as they reached the enemy, to deploy into line,
which was to be extended till it joined that of General
Coflee, thus forcing the Dritish back upon the river,
and keeping them under the guns of thée Caroline.
Dut, instead of doing this, they formed into line at the
outset. The levee being wide where they formed, no
inconvenienge was felt from this marching order; but,
as it grew narrower, the left wing was gradually
forced in, and being a little in advance, crowded and
drove back the centre, creating confusion and arrest-
ing its progress. The troops, however, continued to
advance, and soon came upor® the enemy, entrenched
behind a deep diteh. Jackson, perceiving ata glance
the advantage of their position, ordered it to be
charged. The troops marched up to the edge of the
ditch, ponred one destructive volley over, then leaped
after, The British retired behind another, and an-
other, only to be again forced to retreat. At length,
Jackson halted ; the enemy had withdrawn into the
darkness, the Caroline had almost ceased her fire,
while but rando:n volleys were heard in the direction
of Coftee’s brigade. The uproar had ceased around
him, while the rapidly increasing fog shrouded every-
thing in gloom. Finding, too, that his left wing had
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got into inextrieable confusion, and that a part of
Collee’s troops weroe in no better condition, he deter-
mined to withdraw.

11e had laid his plans with skill, and entertained no
doubt of success; and but for the fact that the Curo-
line commenced her fire a little too carly, and that
the after false movement of his left wing prevented
the rapid advance of the centre, he no doubt would
have slain or captured ncarly the whole three thou-
sand opposed to him. Dut night attacks are always
subject to failure through mistakes caused by the
darkness, especially if the movements are at all con-
plicated. A sudden, heavy onsct, overturning cvery-
thing before it,—a single, concentrated blow, like tue
fall of an avalanche,—are best fitted for the night.

Still, Jackson did not despair of success, and deter-
mined at daybreai:, to renew the attack., Dut it was
soon ascertained, from prisoners and descrters, that
by morning the enemy would be six thousand strong,
making a disparity against him he could not hope to
overcome, Ile therefore. fell back to a deep ditch
that stretched from the Mississippi, across the entire
levee, to the swamp. DBehind this he arrayed his
troops, resolved, since nothing else could be done, to
make there a determined stand. In his unsuccessful -
assault, he had lost, In kﬁled, wounded, and prison-
ers, two hundred and forty men; while the enemy
Lhad been weakened by nearly double that number.
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Still, his plans had failed. One disuster after another
had overtaken him, till now all his hopes rested on o
bold and desperate battle, Tho gun-boats had been
destroyed, lenving the lakes open to tho enemy’s
ships, All the passes to the city had been guarded
in vain. Through an unimportant and almost un-
known canal, the enemy had passed unmolested, and
landed where nothing but undisciplined troops lay
between him and tho city. Loo strong to be assailed,
the Dritish could now completo their arrangements
and array ‘their strength at leisure. Undism:i.ycd,
however, and unshaken in his confidence, Jackson
eathered his little band behind this single diteh, and
coolly surveyed his chances. Ile knew the -history
. and character of the troops opposed to him j he knew
also how uncertain untrained militia were in a close
and hot engagement. Still, he had resolved to try
the issue in a great battle. No sooner was this deter-
mination taken, than he set about increasing the
strength of his position with every means in his
power. Ile deepened and widened the ditch; and
where it terminated in the swamp, cut down the
trees, thus extending thoe line still farther in, to pre-
vent being outflanked. The gallant Coffee was placed
here, who, with his noble followers, day after day,
and night after night, stood knee-deep in the mud,

and slept on the brush they piled together to keep
them from the water. Sluices were also opened in
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the levee, and the waters of the Mississippi turned on
the plain, covering it breast-deop. The carth was
piled still higher on the cdge of the ditch; cotton
bales were brought and covered over, to increase tho
breadth and dopth of the Dbreastwork. With a will
unyiclding as fate itself, tiroless energy, and @ framoe
of iron to mateh, Jackson no sooncr sct his heart on
n great object, than he toiled towards it with a reso-
lution—nay, almost ficrceness—that amazed men.
Night and day the soldiers were kept at work, the
sound of the spade and pickaxe never ceased, while
the constant rolling of wheels was heard, as wagons
and carts sped to and from the city. Jackson, with
his whole nature roused to the highest pitch of excite-
ment, moved amid this busy scene, its soul and centre.
Iipervious to futigue, he worked on when others sank
to rest; and at midday and midnight, he was seen
revicwing his troops, or traversing the trenches to
cheer the laborers, and for four 'dnys and nights
scarcely took a moment’s rest.

In addition to the breastwork he was rearing on
the cast bank, he ordered General Morgan to take
position on the right bank, opposite his line, and
fortify it. To prevent the ships from ascending the
river to co-operate with the army, he despatched
Major Reynolds to obstruct and defend the pass of
Barataria,—the channel through which they would
in all probability attempt to approach.
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In the meantimo, the British wero not idle. Thoy
had deoponed the canal through which they had
offected o landing, and thus assisted Dby tho high
waters of the Mississippi, been able to bring up larger
boats, loaded with tho heavy artillery.

" On the third day, a battery wus observed, erected
. opposite the Caroline, which, after the good service
. sho did in tho night attack, had floated to the op-
posite shore, where she continued to annoy the enemy.
Jackson knew her perilous position, but there had
‘been no wind sufficiently strong to enable her to'stem
the rapid current; and, on the morning of the 27th,
tho battery opened on her with shells and red-hot
shot. She was soon in a blaze; and the crew, see-
ing the attempt to save her useless, escaped to the
shore. Soon after, sho blew up, with a heavy ex-
_plosion. '

* The next day, Sir Iidward Packenham ordered an
attack on the American works. The columns ad-
vanced in beautiful order, and at the distance of half
a mile opencd their batteries, and, with bombshells
and sky-rockets, endeavored to send confusion among
the American militia. But the guns of the latter
wero admirably served, and told with great effect
on the exposed ranks of the enemy. The Louisiana
sloop of war, that lay opposite the American line,
swung her broadside so as to bear on the advancing
columns, and raked them with such a deadly fire that
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the nssault was abandoned, and tho army returncd to
its camp, with the loss of over o hundred men, while
that of tho Americans was but seven killed and cight
wounded. DBut among tho slain of the latter wus
Colonel Ilenderson, of tho Lennessee militia, a man
decply lamented.

Livents were now cvidently approaching a crisis;
and the anxiety and interest deepenced daily and
hourly. To add to the weight which already pressed
the heart of Jackson, he was told that the legislature
had become frightened, and was discussing the pro-
priety of surrendering the city. Ile immediately
sent a despateh to Governor Clairborne, ordering him
to wateh its procecdings, and the moment such o pro-
jeet should be fairly tormed, to place a guard at the
door of the echamber, and shut the members in. In
his zeal and warm-hearted natriotism, the governon
determined to make sure work of it, and so turned the
whole of them out of doors. Just before the exceu-
tion of this high-handed measure, a committee of the
legislature waited on Jackson, to inquire what he de-
signed to do it compelled to abandon his position.
“If,” he replied, “I thonght the hair of my head
could divine what 1 should do, I would ecut it oft
forthwith, Go back with this answer: say to your
honorable body that if disaster does overtake me,
and the fate of war drives me from my line to the

city, that they may expect to have a warm session.”’

e
-
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To one who asked him afterwards what ho would
have dono in such nn emergency, he said, ¢ I would
have retreated to tho city, fired ¢t, and fought the
encemy amid the surrounding flames”’ A moro horoic
speech nover fell from the lips of a commander,
New Orlcans in flames and Jackson charging down
its blazing streets, would lave prosented one of tho
most frightful oxhibitions furnished in the annals of
the war. |

. The British, after tho attack of the 28th, occupied
their whole time in landing heavier cannon., Ilaving
completed their arrangements, thoy resolved, on tho
1st of Junuary, to make another attempt on the Ame-
rican works., The New Year oponed with a heavy
fog, which shrouded the whole plain and British en-
campment from. sight. Bat, from its mysterious
bosom, ominous, muflled sounds arose, which were
distinctly heard in every part of the American line;
and the trbops stood to arms. At length, as the sun
gathered strength, the fog lifted and parted ; «@and no
sooner did the enemy, who had advanced their bat-
teries within six hundred yards of the American in-
trenchments, see their long, black line stretching
through the lmzc,'than a tremendous burst of artillery -
shook the solid levee on which it stood. - A flight of
Congreve rockets followed, crossing and recrossing
the heaveus in all directions, and weaving a fiery net-
work over the heads of the astonished but undaunted
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Americans, Tho first heavy explosion sont Jackson
to tho lines; and luckily for him it did; for tho
British having been shown by a spy the houso wlich
lie occupied, they dirceted a battery upon it, and in
a fow winutes it was riddled with balls, The Ameri-
can artillery replied, and it was a constant roar of
cannon till noon, when most of the English batterics
being beaten down or damaged, censed their fire.
One near the river continued to play on the Ameri-
can works till three o’clock, when it also became
silent, and the-enomy, baflled at every point, retired
sullenly to his camp. |

The two armies, each expecting reinforcements.
now rested for a week from decisive hostilities. In
the meantime, Jackson continued to strengthen his
works and discipline hismen. A I‘renchman having
come to him.to complain of damage done to his prop-
erty, the latter replied that, as he seemed to be a’inan

<of property, he knew of no one who had a better right
to defend 1it, and, placing & musket in his hands, or-
dered him into the ranks.

During this week of comparative repose, New Or-
leans and the two hostile camps presented a spectacle
of the most thrilling interest. The DBritish army lay in
full view of the American lines, their white tents look-
ing, amid the surrounding water, like clouds of sail
resting on the bosom of the river, while, at intervals,
a random shot, or the morning and evening gun, sent

|
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their stern challengo to the foo. There was marching
and countoermarching, straing of martial musie, and
~ all the confused sounds of a camp life, while to thomn

the Amorican intrenchment, which stretched in a
‘dark line across the plain, scomed silent as death, ex-
copt when a solitary gun sent forth its sullen defiance.
At intervals, in different parts of tho plain, would bo
Lhoard the rattle of musketry, as skirmishing partics
encountored each other, To the farmers, merchants,
mechanics, and youths, who lay behind that broast-
work, tho scene and the thoughts it awakened wero
new. DBehind them stood their homes; before thom,
tho veterans of Spain, whom, in a few days, they
were to meet in final combat. In the city, the ex-
citement kept increasing; but after the first battlo,
the patriotism of the population received a new im-
- pulse. In the night attack many of the troops had
lost all their clothing except that which they wore on
their backs, and hence soon began to suffer. No
sooner was this known to the ladies than their fair
hands were in motion ; and in a short time the wants -
of the soldiers were supplied.

In the meantime, the long-expected Kentucky
troops, upwards of two thousand strong, arrived.
Courier after courier had been sent to hurry their
march ; and the last day had been one of incredible
toil and speed. Only five hundred of them, how-
ever, had muskets ; the rest were armed with fowl-
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ing-piecos, and such woapons as they could lay
their hands on. -Nor were thore any means of' sup-
plying them, so that tho accossion of strength was
comparatively trifling, Goneral Lambert, too, had
reinforced the British with sevoral thousand veteran
troops. A canal had been widened through the
loveo, by which boats were 'transported to the Mis-
sissippi for that portion of the army which was des-
tined to act against the fortifications on tho west
bank, commanded by General Morgan; and now
- nothing remained to be done but advance at once to
“the assault of the American intrencliments, or aban-
don the expedition. The latter alternative was not
to be contemplated ; and, on the night of the 7th,
Jackson, surveying the encampment through his
glass, discovered unmistakeable evidence that the
enemy was meditating an important movement,
The camp was in commeotion ; the boats which had
been dragged through the canal, and now lay moored
to the levee, were being loaded with artillery and
munitions of war, and everything betokened -a hot
to-morrow. Coflee still held the swamp on the left;
Carroll, with his Tennesseans, the centre; while
Jackson, with the regulars under him, commanded
in person the right, resting on the river. Behind
Carroll were placed the Kentuckians, under General
Adair:—in all; less than four thousand effective
men. This was the position of affairs as the
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Sabbath morning of the 8th of January began to
dawn, The light had scarcely streaked tho cast,
when tho inhabitants of New Orleans wore startled
from their slumbers by an explosion of cannon that
shook the city. Tho battle had opened. Under
cover of tho night, heavy batteries had been erccted
within cight hundred yoards of the American in-
trenchments, and, the moment the fog lifted above
them, they opened their fire. A rocket, rising
through the mist ncar the swamp, and another an-
swering it from the shore, announced that all was
rcady. The next moment, two columns, eight or
nine thousand Btrong,--;-ouo moving straight on Car-
rol’s position, the other against the right of the in-
trenchments,—swept in double guick step across
the plain, Three thrilling cheers rose over the dark
intrenchments at the sight, and’ then all was still
again. ,

The levee here was contracted to four hundred
yards in width, und as the columns, sixty or seventy
deep, crowded over this avenue, every cannon on
the breastwork was trained upon them by Barrata-
rian and French engineers, and the moment they
came within range, a murderous fire opened. Fright-
ful gaps were made in the ranks at every dlscharge,_
which were closed by living men only the next mo-
ment to be re-opened.

The Americans stood with their hands clenched
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aronnd their muskots, gazing with astonishiment on
this now, unwonted scene. Thoe ealm and stead y
advance under such an incessant and crushing fire
carried with it tho prestige of victory. As they ap
proached the ditch, the columns swiftly, yet beauti-
fully displayed, and under.thoe cover of blazing
bombs and sky-rockets, that filled the air in every
direction, and stooped hissing over the "American
works, pressed forward, with loud cheers, to the
assault, Nothing but cannon had hitherto spoken
from that low breastwork ; but as those two doomed
columns reached the farthest brink of the diteh, the
word “Ifire” ran along the American line,—tho
next moment the intrenchments were in a blaze. It
was & solid sheet of flame rolling on tlre foe.  Stun-
ned by the tremendous and deadly volleys, the front
ranks stopped and sunl in their footsteps, like snow
when it meets the stream. DBut high over the thun-
der of cannon were heard the words of command,
and drums beating the charge; and still bravely
breasting the flery sleet, the ranks pressed forward, -
but only tomelt away on the brink of that fatal diteh.
Jackson, with flashing eye and flushed brow, rode
slowly along the lines, cheering themen, and issuing
his orders, followed by loud huzzas as he passed.
From the eftect of the American volleys, he knew,
if the troops stood firm, the day was his own, and .
with stirring appeals and confidant words he roused
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them to the same enthusiasm which animated his
breast and beamed from his face.  The soldiers of
Gien, Adair, stationed in the rear of Carrol,londed for
those in front, so there was no cessation to the fire,
It was a constant flush and peal along the whole
lino. Every man was o marksman, every shot told,
and no troops in the world could long withstand such
o destructive firo. The front of battle, torn and
rent, wavered to and fro on the plain, when Packen-
ham galloped up, and riding bravely through tho
shaking ranks, for o moment restored order. The
next moment ho reeled from his saddle mortally
wounded. Generals Gibbs and Keane, while nobly
struggling to rally the men, were also shot down,
-and the maddened columns furned and fled. Lam-
hert, hastening up with tho reserve, met the fugi-
tives, and endeavored, but in vain, to arrest the
flicht. .They never halted till they reached a ditch
four hundred yards distant, into which they flung
themselves to escape the scourging fire that pursued
them. Ilere heat last rallied them to another charge.
The bleeding column, strengthened by the reserve,
again advanced sternly, but hopelessly, into the
deadly fire, and attempted to deploy. It was a last
-ain effort,—it was like charging down the mouth of
a volcano, and the troops again broke and fled,
smote at every step Ly the batteries. Col. Kennic
led the attack against the redoubt on the right, and
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succeeded in ontering, but found thero his grave.
Driven forth, the troops sought sulety in flight ; but
thie firo that pursued them was too fatal, and they
throw themsolves into a ditch, wlero they lay shel-
tered till night, and then stole away under cover of
the darkness,

The ground in front of the American intrench-
ments presented a frightful spectacle. It was red with
the blood of men, The space was so narrow on
which they had fought, that the dead literally ¢um-
bered the field. .

The sun of that Sabbath morning rose in blood,
and hefore he had advanced an hour on his course,
o ‘multitude of- souls * unhouseled, w1:11111e101.i,” had
passed to the stillness of eternity. New Orleans
never beforo witnessed such a Sabbath morning.
Anxiety and fear sat on every countenance. Theo
road towards the American encampment was lined
with trembling listeners, and tearful eyes were bent
on tho distance to catch the first sight of the retreat-
ing army. IBut when the thunder and tumnlt ceased,
and word was Dbrought that the Americans still
held the entrenchments, and that the British had re-
treated in confusion, there went up a long, glad
shout,~—the.bells of the churches rang out a joyous
peal, and hope and confidence revived in every
bosom.

The attack on theright bank of the river had been
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suceessful, and but for tho terrible linvoe on the loft
shoro, this strokoe of good fortune might had changed
thoe results of the duy. The fort, from which Gen.
Morganv. had {led, ecommanded the interior of Jack-
son’s ontrenchments, and u fire opened from it would
soon have shaken the steadiness of his troops. But
Col. Thornton, who had captured it, seeing the com-
plete overthrow of the main army, soon after aban-
doned it, |

The Americans, with that noble-hearted goneros-
ity which had distinguished them on every battle-
field, hurried forth, soon as the firing was over, to
succor the wounded, who they knew had designed
to riot amid their own peaceful dwellings. ¢ Beauty
and booty,” was the watchword in an orderly-book
found on the batfle-ﬁéld; and though there. is not
sufficient reason to believe that the city would
have been given over to rapine and lust, yet no
doubt great excesses would have Dbeen tolerated.
The recent conduct of the English troops on the
Atlantic coast, where no such resistance had been
offered to exasperate the troops, furnished grounds
for the gravest fears. |

The British in this attack outnumbered the Amer-
icans about two to one, and yet the loss on the
part of tho. latter was only ?Zharteen killed and
wounded, while that of the former was nearly two

thousand. P
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An armistico was soon after concluded, and the
British were allowed to retreat unmolested to their
ships. The sails of that proud fleet, whose approaoi
had sent such consternation through thoe hearts of
the inhabitants, wero seen lessening in the horizon
with feelings of unspeakable joy and triwmph.,  All
danger had now passed away, and Jackson made
his triumphal entry into the city. The bells wero
rung, maii(l%us dressed in white, strewed flowers
i;;all_ig-;lilifh, }he heavens echoed with acclamations,
and blessings unnumbered were poured on his head.
| But_q,{ there had been foes and traitors to the
Amerié’an causc from the first appearance of tho
Dritish fleet, so there were those now who stirred up
sfriib*;'nnd by anonymous articles published in one
of 1:110'cityf*pz‘spers, endeavored to sow disscusions
among the troops. It would, no doubt, have been
better for Jackson, in the fulness of his trimmph, and
in the plenitude of his power, to have overlooked
this. DBut these very men he knew had acted as
spies while the encmy lay before his entrenchments,
cansing him innumerable vexations, and endanger-
ing the cause of the country, and he determined as
martial law had not yet been repealed, to seize the
offenders. Ile demanded of the¢ editor the name of
the writer of a certain article, who proved to be a
‘member of the legislature. IIe then applied to

Judge Hall for a writ of habeas corpus, which was
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eranted, and tho rec¢reant statesman was thrown into
prison,  Seon after, martial law being removed,
Judge Tlull issued an attaclunent against Juckson
for contempt of court, and he was hrought before him
to answer interrogatories, This he refused to do, and
nsked for the sentence. Tho judge, still” smarting
under the remembrancoe of his former arrest by Jack-
son, fined him a thousand dollars, A Dburst of indig-
nation followed this sentence, and as the latter turned
to enter hig carriage, the crowd around scized it, and
drageed it home with shouts,  The fine was paid im-
mediately ;3 but in a few hounrs the ontraged citizens
refunded the sunvto tho general, Ile, however, refused
it, requesting it to be appropriated to a charitablo
institution. Judge Ilall by this act secured for him-
self the fame of the man who, to figure in history,
fired the temple of Delphos.

The arbitrary manner in which Jackson disposed
of the State legislature and judges of the court, be-
came afterwards the subject of much discussion, and
during his political life the "ground of heavy accusa-
tions. If the contest is respecting the manner in
which he assumed arbitrary power, it is not worth
discussineg. But if) on the other hand, the assumption
of the power at all is condemned, then the whole
thing turns on the necessities of the case, and whether
that use was made, of it which the general good and
not personal feelings required. That 1t was necessary,
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we have no doubt. Ile had a right, as commander-
in-chicf of the army in that seetion to whom the de-
fence of the Southern frontier had been intrusted, to
force tho civil power into obedience to tho orders of
the general government, Ile was to defend and save
New Orleans, and if the civil power proved treacher-
ous or weank, it was his duty to see that it did not act
aeainst him while plainly in the path of his duty.,
New Orleansso considered it} and six years after, the
- corporation appropriated fifty thousand dollars to the
crection of a marble statue of him in the city, Con-
gress thought so, when, thirty years after, it voted
the repayment of the fine, with interest, from the date
it was inflicted. |

Jackson remained in New Orleans till March, when
he was relieved by General Gaines. On taking leave
of his * troops, who, by their cheerful endurance of
hardships and their bravery, had become endeared to
hin, he issued an address full of ecomiums on their
conduet, and expressions of love for their character.
Ile concluded by saying, ¢ Farewell, fellow-soldiers !
The expression of your General’s thanks is feeble; but
the gratitude of a country of freemen is yours,—
yours the applause of an admiring world.” What a
contrast does 'tliis man, covered with the laurels of
his two recent campaigns, present to the cf{.ptive boy,
whose hand was brutally gashed by a sub01d1mto
British officer, because e refused to black his boots 1
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This world has changes. The Iad with his oye to tho
knot-hole at Camden watching tho dofeat of tho |
American troops with anguish, and the hero gazing
proudly on the ilying columns of the vetoran troops
of the British empire, aro the same in soul,~but how
different in position! They say, * Time sets all
things even.” In Jackson'’s case, the wrongs done to
his family by an oppressive nation, and the outrages
he himself had received, werd terribly avonged.

Thoe country was once more at peace, and General
Jackson turned his footsteps towards his peaceful
home near Nashville. Acclamatiops, and bonfires,
and salutes of artillery marked his progress ; and
“ Old IIickory,” as he had been named, both from
the firmness of his character, and from. the * hickory
grounds” where he prostrated the:Creek nation, was
in every one’s mouth.

Still holding his rank in the army, he was once " -
more absorbed in agricultural pursuits, and tho
warrior became the peaceful farmer. Ile thus con-
tinued the life of an ordinary citizen for two years,
when the troubles on the Southern frontier, arising
from the depredations of the fugitive Crecks and
Seminoles, together with runaway slaves, directed
the attention of the government to’him. General
Gaines had been stationed on the frontiers to pre-
serve peace; but instead of succeeding, he had lost
one of his best oflicers, Lieutenant Scott, who with
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forty-soven others,several of them women and children,
wero massacred in cold blood. A prompt, resolute, ex-
ccutive man, was cvidently needed in that quarter, and
Jackson was at onuce ordered to proceced to Ifort Scott,
and tako command. Ile was authorized to call, if neces-,
sary, on the neighboring States for help 3 also, if circums
stances should justify it, to cross the boundary line of
Florida, on to Spanish ground. Putting himsclf ot
the head of the Tennessee volunteers, lie repaired to
tho post assigned him. Iinding that large Lands of
hostile negroes and Indians were protected by tho
Spanish authorities, either through fear or through
cnmity to the United States, he did not hesitate to
cross the border.. Ile marched at once into the
Seminole towns, where strings of recent scalps attested
the success of these marauders. ITastening on to St.
‘Mark’s, he found that it was virtually in possession of
the enemy. Chiefs and warriors, and British incen-
diaries, carried on their machinations, and held their
councils of war in the commandant’s own quarters.
1le, therefore, at once demanded the surrender of the
fort, to be garrisoned by American troops for the pro-
tection of American interests. A refusal being sent,
he quictly marched his army into it, and seizing
several Dritish bandits, who were stirring up the
Indians to massacre, made summary work with them,
One Arbuthnot, an Indian trader, was tried by court-
martial, and shot. Ambrister, formerly a lieutenant



39.4 ANDREW JACKHSON,

in tho Dritish marine corps, recoived a milder sok-
tence, which Jackson disapproved of. It was, thore-
fore, reconsidered, and he, ton, was shot. 1By this
stern and decided action, haying quelled the disturb-
ances, ho was about to dismiss the troops, when he
received information that the Governor of Pensacola
was giving protection to the hostile savages, furnishing
them with ammunition, provisions, &c., and that a
number had lately sallied out from that place and mur-
dered eightcen Americans. On their return, thoy
were received with favor by the Governor, and sup-
plied with the mecans of escape from the pursuit of
Anherican troops. Enraged at this violation of treaty
stipulations, Jackson, with twelve hundred men, took
up his line of march forthe town, scouring the coun-
try as he went, The Governor of West I'lorida, hear-
ing of his approach,sent a stern protest against the in-
vasion of his territory, and threatened, if he advanced
farther, to repel him by force of axms.” The next day
the latter was in Pensacola. The terrified Governor
fled to Fort Carlos de Barrancos. Thither the inde-
fatigable American commander followed him, and
soon the Stars and Stripes were floating above the
fort. He then sent out small companies to overrun
the surrounding country, and annihilate the small
bands that still huhg together,

Thus, in a short time, he finished the Seminole
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cnmpaign; and in Juno of the same year returned to
tho Ilermitage.

The bold course he had taken, the responsibility ho
had assumed, demanded inquiry. -Many blamed him
for the execution of Arbuthnot and Ambrister,~—others
denounced his violation of Spanish territory. But
his course, throughout, was sustained by the govern-
ment; and next year, when Ilorida was coeded to tho

United States, the president appointed him commis-
~ sioner to roceive the provinces, and governor, endcwed
~with all the civil and judicial, as well as military author-
ity,which the Spanish governors had wielded. e ac-
cepted the appointment, though with reluctance, and
in July, 1821, issued his gubernatorial proclamations
at Pensacola. It was stipulated in the Treaty of
Cession that all public documents and papers relating
to the government should be surrendered. This,
however, was not done; and Jackson having received
a petition stating that papers affecting the rights of
gome orphan females were wrongfully kept back by’
the ex-governor Callava, and that they were now in the
hands of a man named Sousa, ordered three officers to
wait on the latter gentleman, and demand them. IRe-
fusing to surrender them, he was summoned to ap-
pear before the American Governor. IHe came;
but stated he had sent the papers to the ex-
ocovernor. Jackson then despatched officers to

the ex-governor, with orders to demand them,
16
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and if he refused to give them up, to seizo both him
and his steward, Tho Governor treating the demand
with contempt, he was unceremoniously walkoed off
to Jackson. Refusing to surrender thom to the latter
also, he-waa locked up in prison, Next morning tho
papers were obtained, when the declaration of the
petitioners was found to be true. " IIaving obtained.
the papers, Jackson ordered the ex-govornor to be re-
loased from confinement. The latter afterwards pub-
lished a severe attack on him in one of the journals,
and the high-handed measures of the American Gov-
ernor, as they were called by many, wero ‘denounced
in various quarters. Buthe took the sane course with
the ex-governor of East Florida with regard_to im-
portant documents, who in turr protested against
the act. Several Spanish officers attacked him
through the newspapers, and attempted to create
dissatisfaction and disturbance. Jackson disposed
of them inore effectually than he did of the ex-
governors. Telling them that by the treaty they
were to leave the provinges in six months after its
~ratification, and as the time had now more than
expired, he would give them only-a“week to depart-
They hurried away from the jurisdié‘tign of & man
whose blows followed his words so fast, and who
seemed to have so little respect for Castilian blood.
Murmurs and complaints can make but little pro-
gress against such prompt and decisive action, and
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order and penco were soon restored. Ilis health,
liowover, failing, he was compelled to leave tho
direction of nflanirs in the hands of his scerotaries,
and return home. |

It ie not our province to discuss the conduct of
Jackson in relation to the Seminole war, or his
measures as governor. They were carofully sifted
* by the government, and approved of, and though
afterwards used against him by political opponents,
.lhey have never been condemned by the only tribu-
nal that has a right to adjudieato.in the matter.
~ Jackson’s health continuing fecble, ho resigned .
his commission in the army, and became once more
a- private citizen. -In 1823, President Monroe ten-
dered him the office of minister plenipotentiary to
Mexico, which was declined. In the fall, he was
electéd to the Senate of the United States, and held
his seat for two years. During this time he beeane
a candidate for the presidency. It is well known
that at the election in 1824, although he received
more electoral votes than either of his three rivals,
he did not obtain the majority over all combined,
as required by the Constitution, and the election,
thercfore went to the House of Represent‘ltwes,
which threw its vote for John Quincy Adams.

The next campaign, of 1828, was of a viclent
character. Jackson was again a candidate, and
party-spirit ran so high, and became so 1inscrupu-

™
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Jous, that the most inonstrous accusations worc
brought against him, Ilis sorvices to his country
seemed to be oblitorated from the minds of his as-

. snilants, and hatreds wore bogun, and feelings en-
gondered, whoso-desolating offects have scarcely yot
passed away. Jackson, however; was triumphantly
oleccted, having received a hundred and seventy-
eight of the electoral votes, while but eighty-threo
were cast for Mr. Adames.

The removal of the Indian tribes, intimation of
his approaching attack on the United States banlk,
and the avowal of a determination to adjust at onco

~ the northeastern boundary with Great Britain, then
a bone of contention, and obtain payment of the ..
claims of 1 nerican citizens against France, wero
the chief topies of interest in his first inaugural.
ITis voto of the bill which passed both houses of

~ -~ -"Congress-in May, 1830, authorizing a subscription of

stock in the ¢ Mayswlle, “"Washin, aton, Paris, and Lex--
mgton “Turnpike.Road Company,” was an act which '
excited much discussion during the year.1830;

In ’32, the bill to recharter the Bank of the .
United States passed both houses of Congress, but
was vetoed by Jackson. Probably the currency of
a country never received so sudden and disastrous a
blow from the band of its ruler, as ours did from
this veto message. |

But, notwithstanding the terrible derangement

——— -



L]

ARRLESTS DISUNION. 3990

into which the moneyed interests had been thirown,

and the wide-spread denunciation of the arbitrary
act that had eflocted it, ho was in this ycar re-
elected to the prosidency by an overwhelming ma-

jority, receiving two hundréd and nineteen votes, -

while Ilenry Clay reccived but forty-nine, John
Floyd eleven from South Carolina, and William
" 'Wirt seven from Vermont.

‘During the first smmmer of his second administra-
tion, South Carolina openly procluiméd the right of
secession from the confeueracy. The organization
of an army was commenced, and arms procured
under the sanction of the State, to repel all attempts

by the general government to exccute the revenue

laws, which she declared to be unjust in their oper-
ation on her. The strength of the tie that bound
the Union together, was now to be tested. The
power of a separate State to retire from the compact

~ “wasniolonger-a-claim-loudly vaunted, it had been

assumed, and now it was to be seen, whether the

"""-—'-'--III-H-—_._

power of the Federal-government was_only in words
or whether it would dare to exercise it, if necessary,
even at the bayonet’s point. The attitude of this
wayward, selfish, and disturbing State, had brought
on & crisis, the termination of which would affect
the history of our republic to remotest time. A
weak and temporizing President, would, inevitably
have produced a state of things from which the

e -
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Federal government must have emerged weakened
in its aunthority and crippled in its power. The
Union would have been a fiction and an unmixed
republic the jest and bye-word of Europe. Ior such
a crisis as South Carolina presented, no Presidont
since Washington was so well adapted as Jackson,
The very cxccutiveness of character—the readi-
ness to assmune responsibility, fearless of conse-
quences—the frightful energy with which he exe-
cuted what he thought to be right—qualities and
characteristics certain to lead to error in the ordi-
nary course of calin legislution, ware just what was.
wanted in this collision between a State and the
Union. The same determination which overawed
the lawless frontier men of Tennessee, quelled mu-
tiny in his ‘army, and frightened into inactivity the
discontented spirits of New Orleans,- shone -forth - .
~ conspicuously and gloriously here. He immediately
garrisoned the fortifications in that State, and in his
next annual message called on Congress to attend
to this- matter.—-Still-..pursuing _her_ treasonable
course, South Carolina declared officially that the acts
of Congress to which she had objected, were null
and void. _This was followed by Jackson’s famous

TR Ay A
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proclamation, which remains to this day, the noblest
monument to his memory.— Planting himself on the
Constitution, he calmly, yet irresistibly struck down
every argument used by the State, made clear as
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noonday the duty of the Ifederal government, and
then appealed to his native State in the language of
true patriotism, calling on his fellow-citizens to re-
member her Sumter’s, Rutledges, and Pinckneys,
to remember the glorious Union, for which they had
fought, and implored heaven to preserve them from.
the guilt of “rrrason.” In the meantime, ho took
stops which clearly indicated the course ho had re-
solved to pursue. Ilis well-known character—the
promptness and fearlessness with which he executed
his plans—the absolute certainty that his blow
would exceed the threat that preceded it, and that
in pursuing the path of his duty, he would walk un-
flinchingly over State authority; local legislature,
armed citizens, and prostrate towns, awed the clam-
orous, and hushed into silence the loud-talking poli-

__ ticians, who delighted in high-sounding speeches,
but swerved from an encounter, which was to-be so-- - ..

_deadly and final. - A thousand errors growing out ot
such dn executive character and affecting only the
financial affairs of a nation, could be forgiven for
.one act, springing from the same source, that pre-
served the integrity of the Union. His conduct in
this crisis is a precedent for all our future chief ma-
gistrates ;. and taking into consideration not the pos-
stble but the probable evils which are to threaten us,
will more than compensate for the dangerous and
unconstitutional use which he made of the veto



389 : ANDREW JACKSON.

power. Now that the hatred and injustico of party
spirit have passed away, or been buried in tho truo
patriot’s grave, we can look calmnly on his political
life, Ilis conduct towards the United States Bank,
cannot be justified. Granting the corruption of that
institution and the abuse of its influence and power,
the duty of the President remained the samo., The
responsibility rested on Congress. In a republic,
cortuption and the abuse of public’confidence is
sure to be avenged in time, and the pecuniary loss
which shall occur in the short interval between the
crime and punishment, is not to be compared with
the dangerous precedent set by a ruler who inter-
feres with the ordinary course of legislation with his
individual opinions, enforced through his oflicial
power. Tore-charter the United States Bank, grant-
ing all to be true that was said of it (and of its cor-
ruption there can be no doubt,) would not have been
so great a violation of the spirit of the Constitution, as
was this stretch of the veto power, and the removal
of the deposits in direct violation of the vote of Con-
oress. Such conduct, if continued in and legitimately
carried out, would end in making the Congress of the
United States as destitute of authority and power as
the French Senate and Assembly are under Louis Na-
poleon. It would, in fact, place the control of the
legislative action entirely in the hands of the execu-
tive. The Constitution bestowed the veto power to

.
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check plain and intentional violations of its decreos,
not to arrest the natural course of logislation. Ina
republic, Congross has nothing to gain from the use
of arbitrary power, but an individual may have
much to gain. A corrupt institution is bad, but the
establishment of a principle or precedent dangerous
to represontative frcedom is worse. At first sight,
it.8ecms strange, that one with Jackson’s democratic
feelings and tendencies, should have departed so far
in this respeet, from all who had preceded him, from
those even who believed in concentrating all the
~power that could be obtained from the Constitution
and patronage in the executive. DBut, it must be
remembered, that he not only always exhibited this
contradiction of character, but it made him the
remarkable man he was. Ilec loved the untutored
freedom of western life, but he allowed no discus-
sion or remonstrance to interfere with the discharge
of his duty. He loved the volunteer system, and
called on the young men of his State as ffeemen to
gather under his banner, but when there, he de-
manded implicit .obedience to his commands, and
paying no attention to remonstrances or menaces,
punished with unrelenting severity those who refused.
It is unjust and exhibits a narrow spirit to judge
such a man by ordinary rules, DBorn evidently, to
fulfil a certain destiny, he became a law, as it were,
to himself, which those who denounce the strongest
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at first, in tho ond are compolled to acknowledgo as
good in its general workings. Besides, the same
independent, regolute, and fearless character, which,
in the commencemant of his carcer, prompted him
to disobey the orders of the Sceretary of War, to
disband his troops,—tho same which faced down a
mutinous army, and carried him gloriously through
the Creek Campaign—tho same which laid violent
Lhiands on the legislature and court of a State, and
finally trinmphed over the veteran troops of Eng-
land,—the same which to finish the Seminole wanr,
hesitated not to march into the territory of another
State,—the same which saved the republic from
civil war and the Union from shipwreck, would
inevitably lead in civil matters to the arbitrary use
of power. A character so formed by nature, and
educated by circumstances cannot bend to a course
that wars witll its convictions. To expect it is to
expect impossibilities. The use of the veto power
and the removal of the deposits from the United
States Bank, were undoubtedly unconstitutional, if
the definition of one of England’s greatest historians
of an unconstitutional act be correct, viz., ¢ one that
is a perilous innovation on former us;tges.” In this
réspect, Jackson was like Tiberius-Gracchus, one of
the Roman tribunes, who forcibly removed Octavius,
his colleague, because he vetoed his Agrarian bill.
The speech by which the latter endeavored to justify
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himself, reminds one forcibly of Jackson’s defence.
They were both made after the same model of Roman
virtue and feurlessness, and while striving for the wel-
fare of the people sometimes transgressed their legiti-
mate powers, and like Vorgniaud, the great and olo-
quent Girondin, were called upon to ponder that
fearful problem which the latter uttered in the,French
Assembly, “ Is a magistrate to e suffered constitu-
tionally to ruin the Constitution #”

That Jackson reverenced the Constitution no im-
partial man can doubt; and yet the resolution in-
troditced by Mr. Clay in the Senate, declaring that
he had acted 1n élerogation of it, is also true in fact.
The passage of this resolution called forth a protest
from the President, and it now stands on the re-
cords of that body, surrounded by a great black
mark, put there by the expurgating act. The
protest was an able one, and the closing sentences
eloquent and noble. The imputation of acting from
corrupt motives filled Jackson with sorrow.. Said
he: “I have lived in vain, if it be necessary to en-
ter into a formal vindication of my character and
motives from such an imputation. In vain do I
bear npon my person enduring memorials of that
contest in whiclhh American liberty was purchased,—
in vain have I since perilled property, fame, and
life, in defence of the rights and privileges so dearly
bought,—in vain am I now, without a personal aspi-



J30 ANDREW JACKSON.

ration or the hopo of individual advantage, encoun-
tering responsibilities and dangers from which, by
mere inactivity in relation to a single point, I might
havo been exempt,—if any serious doubts can be
entertained as to the purity of my purposes and
motives. If I had been ambitious, I should have
sought an alliance with that powerful institution
which, even now, aspires to no divided empire. If
I had Deen venal, I should have sold -myself to its
designs. Ilad I preferred personal comfort and of-
ficial ease to the performance of my arduous duty,
T should have ceased to molest it.© In the history of
conquerors and usurpers, never, in the fire of youth,
nor in the vigor of manhood, could I find an attrac-
tion to-Jure me from the path of duty; and now I -
shall scarcely find an inducement to commencé their

career of ambition, when gray hairs and a deecaying

frame, instead of inviting to toil and battle, call me

to the contemplation of other worlds, where con-

querdrs cease to be honored, and usurpers expiate

T

their crimes,

“ The only ambition I can feel is, to acquit myself
to IIim to whom I must soon render an account of
' my stewardship, to serve my fellow-men, and live
respected and honored in the history of my coun-
try. No! the ambition which leads me on 1s an
anxious desire and a fixed determination to return to
the people, unimpaired, the sacred trust they have

i}
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confided to my charge; to heal the wounds of the
Constitution, and preserve it from further violation ;
to persuade my countrymen, so far as I may, that it
is not in a splendid government, supported by pow-
orful monopolies and aristocratical ostablishments,
that they will find happiness, or their liborties pro-
tection, but in a plain system, void of pomp, protect-
ing all, and granting favors to none, dispensing its
blessings like the dews of heaven, unscen and un-
folt, save in the freshness and beauty they contri-
bute to produce. It is such a government that the
genius of our people roquires ;—such an one only
under which our States may remain, for ages to
come, united, prosperous, and free. If the Almighty
Being, who has hitherto sustained and protected me,
will but vouchsafe to make my feeble powers instru-
mental o such a result, I shall anticipate with plea-
surc the place to be assigned me in the history of
my country, and die contented with the belief that
I have contributed, in some small degree, to in-
crease the value, and prolong the duration of Ame-
rican liberty.”

There is a noble sorrow in this allusion to his ser-
vices and suffering in the cause of his country’s free-
dom,—a lofty candor in the declaration of the purity
of his motives,—which 1t is impossible to resist.
He loved his country above life or fame. A more
patriotic heart never beat in a human bosom; and
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't was tho consciousnoss of this that gave him such
* strong hold upon tho heart of tho Amorican
peoplo. |

This collision, howeover, betwoen him and the
Benate embittored the close of his administration ;
for, ns8 ho had disregarded the resolutions of that
body, .80 thoy disregarded his nominations ; and
much hostility was engendered, which spread among
the partisans of each. |

I'ranco neglecting to pay the instalment agreed
upon in the Convention of 1831, Jackson, in the
messaze of 1833, recommended the passage of a
law authorizing reprisals to be made on French
property on the high seas. This bold and decided
step aroused the anger of the French government;
and our minister at Paris was offered his passports.
Louis Philippe, however, thought better of it, paid
the instalment, and, several years after, sent an !*
artist to take Jackson’s portrait, that he might hang
it up beside that of Washington.

Just before the close of Jackson’s second term, he
was seized with a severe hemorrhage of the lungs,
which completely. prostrated him. He, however,
sufficiently recovered to attend the inauguration of his
successor, and then returned to the Hermitage. No
president since the time of Washington ever wielded
so great a political influence after his retirement as
he. He was still the oracle of his party; and every
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ear was turned to catch the words of counsol. that
ghould full from his lips. Though fecble in health,
he took a great interest in tho politics of his coun-
try, and watched the course of public events with
unceasing anxiety. '

IHo lived eight ycars after his retirement from
office, most of which time he spent on his estate.
Ile was & member of the Presbyterian church ; and,
to accommodate his servants and family, built o
house of worship on his own plantation, In 1845
" his health began to fail rapidly. His discaso was
dropsy, from which he suffered great:pain, so that,
for months previous to his deatl, ho was unable to
lie down at all, and could get no sleep except by
takmg opm.tes IHe bore all, however, with forti-
tude; and the principles which his mother had in-
stilled into his youthful heart now began to bear
their fruit. The hero of so many battles, and the
fearless and desperate warrior, turned, with the
meekness of a child, to the Bible for solace and sup-
port. Said ‘he: “] am'in the hands of a merciful
(God. I have full confidence in his goodness and
mercy. My lamp of life is nearly out, and the last
glimmer 18 come. L am ready to depart when
caled. The Bible is true. Upon that sacred vol-
ume I rest my hope of eternal salvation, through
the merits and blood of our blessed Lord and
Saviour, Jesus Christ.” Sunday morning, the 8th
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of June, he swooned for a while, and it was supposed
tho spirit had fled. But, at length, reviving, he
called around him his family and servants, and took
Lis last farowoll of them, Said ho: ¢ Do not grieve
that I am about to leave you, for I shall be better
off. Although I am afflicted with pain and bodily
suffering, they are nothing, compared with the suf-
ferings of the Saviour of the world, who was put to
death on the accursed trce. I have fulfilled my
destiny on carth ; and it is better that this worn-out
frame should go to rest, and my spirit take up its
abodo with the Redeemer.” In this strain of reli-
gious feeling he continued, at intervals, to talk to
those around him, gradually sinking lower and
lower until evening, when he quietly passed away.

As memory runs batk over the career of this in-
domitable man, one turns with amazement to this
death-scene. What an exhibition of the power of
religion to calm and subdue the passionate nature,
and turn the lion into the lamb!

Andrew Jackson was one of the most remarkable
men our country has produced. He was a type—
although a somewhat exaggerated one—of the true
American character. Kind and gentle in domestic
" life, prompt, fearless and inflexible as a soldier,
rapid in his perceptions, and resolute in executing
his plans, cool and courageous in the hour of danger,
‘and generous and self-sacrificing to a fallen foe, he

-y
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had mingled in him the finest tl'nitw. Ilo

had also the power of adapting himself to the-sjt-
uation ho was in, and seemed always equal to et:j:y\
cmergoney. Warmn in his attachments, and fierco
in his angev, he had devoted friends, and bitter enc-
mies, Diritable and impetuous, he, in moments of
excitement, did many things that cannot be justified.

Perhaps the wealest point in his character was
his inability to deny a friend a favor. IIo could
say “No” to a foe, but not to onc who loved him.
From this fuiling, no doubt, sprung that bad feature
of his administration which has now become a set-
tled policy,—viz., the distribution of all places of
profit or honor to partisans.

General Jackson was tall and thinj—a perfect
Cassius, as all men of irritable and impetuous tem-
peraments are ; and it was the spirit, more than the
body, that gave him such wonderful endurance.
Iis blue cye, when no emotion mastered him, gave
no indication of the terrible fire that lay bencath its
kind expression ; for, when suddenly roused by pas-
sion or danger, it shot forth lightning, and his
large features were written all over with the soul on
fire.

Honors were everywhere paid to his memory;
and friends and foes acknowledged that a great man
had fallen.
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