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EGCLEQ. IX. 1X.

I returned, and ﬂsz under the Sun,
that the Race i nor 0 the Swzﬁ
nor the Battle to the Strong, nei-

ther yet Bread to the Wile; nor
et Riches to Men cf Underftand-

ing, nor yet Favour to Mern of

Skill y but Time and Chance bap-
pmetb to them all.

HERE are two Things, which may
often occur to our Obfervation in
the Courfe of Providence; that have
%uzzled and . perplexed the Minds of many
Perfons: Thmgs which, at: firft Sight, have
very much the. Appearance of Faults and
Blemifhes in God’s prowdenual Government
of the World, tho.in reality each of them

1§ the Eﬁ%& of 1nﬁn1te Wifdom. One is;
+ . A 2 that

2 K
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that Providence makes {o little Difference, or
rather indeed none at all, between good and
bad Men ; that here the beft. Men and the
holieft often meet- with as uncomfortable
Providences as the worlt and the vileft; God
makes no wifible Diftinction, in the outward
Difpenfations of his Providence, betwixt thofe
that fear him, and thofe that fear him not.
This 1s what - Safamazz remarks in the Begin-
ning of this Chapter veife: 2, - Al Things
coine alike tfo all, there is ome Ewvent fo the
Righteous.and. to the TF lcked; o the Good and
to tbe Clean, and to. the. Um[mzz s 10 hun that
/czcrzﬁcetb .fmd to bim that Sacrificeth not,. as
is the Good, fo 15 the Sinner; and he . that
[weareth, as be that jqare’z‘b ar- Oath, - This
was the Thlng that fo much perplexed the
Mind of Afaph, that he was tempted upon
it even to doubt whether there was any Pro-
vidence at all, or indeed any Thing in Re-
ligion ; and whether God had any more
kind Regard to the Righteous than to the
Wicked, to the Godly than to the Ungodly.
We have the Hiftory of his Temptation,
and of his Deliverance from it, recorded. by
himfelf, Pfal, Ixxiii, |

" THE other ftrange Myftery of Prowdence'
i, -that the likelieft; and moft promlﬁng
Means of obtaining any End are, many.
Times, difappointed ; while at fometimes,. far
rore weak and unlikely Means prove very.
1uccefsful ‘This is the Obfervatlon in our

Text.
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Text, - T returned, and [5w under the Si
that’ llmlts the Obfervaulon here . made to
Worldky Matters s for- thofe are the. Tnmgs

which the wife Min evidently means by
Things under the Sun feveral Times in this
Book As to fpiritgal’ and heavcnly Matters,
God lias eftablithed a.more certain Connec—-
tion Between the Means and the End; fo
that Succefs is far more fux,e He that ée!zeq;-
eth i Ghrift fhall: be ﬁzwd and_ thofe, zhat
by patient, Continuance in Well- dazazg jéeé for
Glory, Honour and Tmiortality *, (hall cer-
tainly obtain and receive it. But in Thmgs
under z‘/?f Sun, or.in worldly Matters, it very
often proves much otherwzfe and the Suc-
cefs is not anfwerable to the Probablhty of
human ‘Means and Endeavouls I returned,
fays the. wife Man, 7. . to make my Obfer-
vation on the Courfe and. Condué&t of Provi-
dence, and on human Affairs, relating. to
this ~]_'_,uq*":_and World ; ‘and T have obferved
this further, that human Events, and the
Succels of Mens Endeavourq do not alwavs
anfwer their natural Tendency, and the moft
reafonable Expectation from them. As for
Inftance, one would natura]ly thmk that
he who clould run faftelt in a2 Race, fhould
certainly get to the End fooneft, and win
the Prize; in any Combat or War one
would fuPpofe the ftrongeft Side thould un-
doubtedly gain the ViCtory: And yet it of-

ten

* Rom, 11, 7,



[ 6]
ten falls out quite otherwife, and the Swifteft
and the Strongeft loofe the Day. So alfo,
one would naturally imagine, that Bread,
(which in the Scripture Phrafe ftands for.
all the Supplies and Conveniences of Life)
fhould always be fure to wife Men; that
the moft ingenious Artifts, and thofe who
underftand their Trades be{’c thould cer-
tainly thrive the moft; and alfo that Men
of the moft Skill in Addrefs and who beft
know how to fuit themfelves to the Tem-
pers and Humours of others, fhould always
have .moft Friends: And yet in all thefe
Cafes we fee it very often proves quite othe-
wife; we fee that the Wife and Skilful in
their Profeflion do not always profper ; and
as we read in Scripture, fo we often fee 4
rich Fool, and a poor wife Man; and. fome-
times we fee very worthlefs Men in hlgh Fas
vour, and promoted to Honour, while Men
of better Genius and far more. Wlfdom are
flighted and negle@ed. Thefe Things Sok-
mon had obferved; and the fame we may
eafily obferve ourfelves, vsz. that the Suc-
cefs of human Means and Endeavours does
not certainly anfwer to the moft reafonable
and probable Expe@ation from them. Buf.
Time and Chance bappeneth to them all, there -
are certain Seafons when unexPe&ed Acci~
dents. ftart up, and fruftrate Men’s Expec-

tations; fo that the Nlmblenefs of the Racer,
and
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and the Strength of the Warrior, prove in-
effeGual and unfuccefstul.

By Chance we are by no means to un-
derftand here fuch a blind Power as the
Heathens fancied Fortune to be, which dii-
turbed human Affairs without any Senfe, or
Wifdom, or Conduct. There is no fuch
Thing as Chance or Forfune in that Senfe ;
but every Thing here is ordered, and every
Thing comes to pafs by the Direction and
Providence of an infinitely wife God. The
Hebrew Word for Chance in our Text is
otherwife as well rendered Occurrence, in
1 Kings v. 4. The Lord my God, fays Solp-
mon, bath given me reft on every Side, [o
that there is neither Adverfary, nor evil Oc-
current. . The Word comes from 2 -Root,
that fignifies o meef with *; and {o it im-
ports any Thing, that we meet with in the
Courfe of Providence, that blafts our En-
deavours, and difappoints our Expectations.

Now, though many Things, that we
thus meet with, feem to us to be merely
cafual, fuch Things as we could have no Way
forefeen, nor fo much as guefled at before-
hand; yet none of them are {o to God, A4
certain-Man drew a Bow at a venture, and
fmote and killed King Abab, 1 Kings xxii, 34.
It was merely a Random-fhot ; therefore his
Death might be looked upon as much acci-

dental
& V39 Quenrfus 5 4 Y2 ocompri,



dental as any Man’s. could be; but yet God
directed the Arrow that fmote 4hab; for he
had appointed that Ahab fhould fall in: that
very Place, in order to fulfill a” Prediction
and Threatening, which had before been
pronounced upon him by the Prophet, viz.
that - the Place where Dogs had Jicked the
Blood of Nabath, thould Dogs lick his Blood,
1 Kings xxi. 19, There is no fuch Thing
as Chance with God, for he forefees and
foreknows, and orders and direts every
Thing that comes to pafs. Nothing can be
more Chance than Lofs, as whether this Lot
15 drawn, or another; yet Solbmsn afferts an
over-ruling Providence evenin thofe Matters,
Prov. xvi. 33. The Lot 15 caft into the Lap,
but the whole difpofing thereof is of the Lord.
In thort he worketh all Things, the moft cafual
Things not excepted after the Counfel. of
bis own Will, Eph. 1. 11. and his Providence
prefides over the whole World, and all the
Affairs of 1t, ~
Now it is the Obfervation of our Te: ext,

" that this -Providence does often fruftrate
Men’s Ende eavours, and d1fappomt their moft
probable E}.p....&atlons the Race 1s not to the
Swift, nor the Battle to.the Strong, &c. So-
lomon does not mean .that it never . is,..or
that it is not fo ordinarily and moft com-
monly. Our Experience affures. us that, -or-
dmarlly, the Providence of God works by

'\/Ieans and by the moft likely Means ; {o
that
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that we are not to expect Succefs without

Endeavours. And, generally {peaking, God
has eftablithed fuch a Connection between
propet Endeavouis and good Succefs, as is
{ufficient to .encourage us to ufe them.
Therefore, it may be faid, the diligent Hand
maketh ‘Rich ®, as well as the Bleffing of God
maketh Rich ©; becanfe this Blefling of God
does ordinarily attend Diligence, and is not
to be expefted without 1t; and tho’ fome-
times indeed Diligence fails of Succefs, yet
certain it is, we have no Reafon to expect Suc-

cefs without it; zbe idle Soul fhall fuffer
Hunger °.

Our Text then is by no Means defigned
to dilcourage us from ufing proper Means
" and Endeavours to obtain defired Ends, but
only to caution us againft relying too much
upon them, It isto teach us, that zhe #ay
of Man is.not in bimfelf ¢ ; for.a {oversign
Providence fometimes breaks Men’s beft con-
certed Meafures, and blatts their moft pro-
mifing ‘Hopes: We fhould ufe Means, but
not truft in them; and, if they fucceed, we
{houid give God the Praife of all. Itisto
teach us to fay concerning cur Difappoint-
ments and Loffes, who and whatever were
the Means and Inftruments, #f2 Lord gave,
and the Lord bas token away ., And it 1s to
teach us to fay of our Succefles and Victories,

B ~ as

b Prov. x. 4. ¢ . 22, % e XIX. 15, |

¢ Jernx 23, [ Jobil 21,
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as the Plalmift fays of [frael's Conqueft of
Canaan, Plal, xliv, 3, They got not the Land
in P%’ﬁazz by their owon Sword, neither did
their. own Arm fave them: But thy Right-
Hand and thine Arm, and the Light of thy
Countenance, becaufe thou hadft a Favour unto
them. In fhort, the main Inftru€ion and
Doltrine of our Text may be fummed up
in thefe few Words, SuccEess 1s FRoM
Gop. Therefore in all our Affairs, and in

all our Endeayours, we fhould feek to God

for it, and rely on his Providence., Having
thus 0pened and cleared up the Senfe of thc
Text, I would farther propofe before I come
to make an Application of it,

I. To prove and illuftrate the Point that
is here afferted, by fome Examples out
of Scripture, and later Hiftory.

II. To confider, whence it comes to pafs,
that the moft promifing human Endea-
vours, and the moft likely Means, of -
ten fail of Succefs.

I1I. We fhall humbly fugeeft, or at leafy
guefs at, fome Reafons why God or-
ders 1t {o to be.

I, FirsT, T apprehend it may be ufeful
to prove, and further to illuftrate, the Poing
that is here aférted, by fome Examples
- THE Race is wof to the Swift, that is,

not always; the {wifteft Runner may ﬁum—
ble
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ble dnd fall, or fome otgler Accident may
retard him. You know the Story of 4fabe/,
- who was as lLight of Foot a5 a wild Roe;
and yet was {lain by Abner, in a Purfuit
after a Battle, 2 Sam. 1. 18, 21,

But I would more efpecially attend to
the fecond Article in my Text; the Battle
is not to the Strong s as that which comes
neareft to the Purpofe of our prefent Meeting;

viz. To beg of God, Succefs againft our Ene-
mies; both thofe that are Abroad, and thofe

which are rifen up in our own Land. One
would think, and we are apt to be too con-
fident of it, that the moft numerous and

braveft Army by Land, and the largeft;
ftrongeft, and beft-man’d Fleet by Sea, thould
be certainly victorious; and yet it is not al-
ways fo. Both Scrzpture and later Hiftory

will furnifh us with many Inftances to the
contrary. Sometimes onze hath chafed a Thou-

fand &, A large Hoft of Philiffines were put
to Flight by fomathan and a few Men,
1 Sam. xiv. Gideon with a little Army of
three Hundred; routed the prodigious Hoft
of the Midianites and Amalekites, and all the
Children of the Eaft, who lay aleng the Valley
like Grafshoppers for Mulfitude; and their Camels

werewtthout Number, asthe Sand by the Sea-fide,
Judg, vii. 2. When Pharaoh purfued afies

Ifrael, a poor weak, unarmed and defencelefs
“People, with fix Hzmdred chofen Chariots, and
B2 Captars

¢ Jofh, xxii1, 10,
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Captains over every one of them ™, he was
confident of Succefs and Victory; as indeed,
to all probable Appearance, he well might
be. He faid, I will purfie, I will owrz‘a/ee |

T will divide the Spoil i, he thought he had
nothing to do but purfue and conquer ; and
reckoned himfelf as fure of Victory, as if he
had already obtained it. But you know what
the Iflue was; Pharaoh and all his Army

perifhed in the Red Sea, while Ifrael ef-
caped in Safety. The Battle is mat to the
Strong.

AND many Inftances may be gathered
from later Hiftory, to illuftrate and prove
the fame Thing, Aswhen, in Queen Eliza-
beth’s Time, the King of Spain fitted out a
Fleet to invade England; a Fleet that was
three Years in preparing, at an incredible
Expence, and which confifted of fuch a
vaft Number of great Ships, and Men, and
Arms, that they called it the Invincible Ar-
mada T ; not at all doubting of Succefs, and.
of the Conqueft of England, which had at
that Time no Force to cope with fuch a

Fleet. ~Yet the Battle was not to the Strong.

Time and Chance fo bappened to this Tnvinci-
ble

- b Exod, xiv. 6, &c,  t——xv. 0,

1 TuE Armada, according to the Account of it,
that was publifhed by the Court of Spain, in Spanifh,
- Latin, French, and Dm‘cb confifted of 130 ]arge Ships,

befides 20 Tenders, and 10 light Galleys of fix Qars
a-piece, 19295 Soldiers, 8450 Marmers, 2088 dlaves,

and 2630 Pieces of Braﬁs Cannon.
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ble Armada, that it was in a Manner all
fhattered, and broke to pieces, and de-
{troyed. What by Storm, and Fire, and
other Providences, but very few returned
with the fad Tidings to their own Country;
while England remained in Safety and Peace,
a Monument of Gop’s powerful Protetion,
and {paring Mercy. Let not bim that gird-
eth on bis Harmﬁ boaft himfelf as be that
putteth it off ©; for we have feen that zhe
Battle is not always to the Strong. Nay,
have we not known & Run of Succefles for a
confiderable Time, at length difappointed and
come to nothing ? It is yet freth in feveral
of your Memories, with what a Series of
Victories God blefled our Arms in the laft
French War 5 and yet, when we feemed to
be juft upon the Point of obtaining, and {e-
curing to ourfelves, and our Pofterity, all we
had been fighting for, for feveral Years, ata
vaft Expence of Blood and Treafure, how
was all blafted at once, by a difbonourable
Peace, The Battle did mof prove in the End
to be 7o zhe Strong, nor the Succefs of the
Victory to the Conqueror. But it would be
- endlefs to {earch Hiftory for Examples of this
Sort; Solomon’s Obfervation may eafily be re-
newed in any, and in every Age, that zhe
Battle 15 not always fo fve Stromg. Let us
now confider, .

II, WHENCE

k1 Kings xx, 171,
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II. WHENCE it tomes to pafs, that the
moft promifing human Endeavours, and the
moft likely Means, often fail of Succefs; {6
that the Race 15 not to the Swift, nor the Bat-
tle to the Strong. Now this comes to pafs;
often through the Ignorance of Men ——-
and always through the wife and over-tuling
Providence of God.

1. T'u1s is often dapparently oiving to the
Inorance and Unfkilfulnefs of Men. Many
a Ship has been loft through the Ignorance of
the Pilot; and many a Battle through thé
Mifcondué? of the General. The wifeft Men
are by no Means' exempt from Miftake and
Error: We are apt to expe too muich from
Governours and Mimflers of State, atid to
look upon any Miftake of theirs as a Thing
~unpardonable; we feerh to forget they aré
but Men, and that the wifeft and honefteft
of ‘them all are liable to Miftake and Exrror,
as well as other Men, And how often has
fome more Inadvertency of {fuch Men, {fome
little Miftake, as it appeared at firft, brought
on fatal Effe@s to a whole Nation? So that,
confidering the Weaknefs and Ignorance of
Men, of 2/l Men, it is no Wonder, that hu-
man Means and Endeavours, however likely
in themfelves, fhould yet fail of Succefs. But
we are chleﬂy to afcribe this,

2dly, To the wife, over-rulmg Providence

of God, God makes ufe of all Means and
Inftruments
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Inftruments as he pleafes; be works all Things
after the Counfel of bis own Will'. If he
pleafes the Weak fhall e as David ™ ; and
the Walls of Fericho fhall fall down flat at
the Blaft of a few Ram’s Horns: The moft
unlikely Means {hall effect the greateft Mat-
ters. Or if he {o pleafe, the Men of Might
fhall not find thesr Hands ™. As all good
Succefs is from God, {o all Difappointments
likewife are from his Providence : And how
eafy is it for God, to difappoint the beft laid
Schemes, and the moft promifing of all hu-
man Endeavours and ExpeCtations, who has
a {overeign, abfolute and uncontroulable
Power, not only over the whole wmaterial
World, but over the Hearts and Spirits of
Men themfelves,
~ First, God has an abfolute Power over
the whole material World, to order it, and
to alter it, as he pleafes. Fire and Hail,
Snow and Vapow s, Wind and Storm fulfill bis
/4 ord ° ; all Naturc 1s wholly at the Com-
mand and Beck of its Maker, God. What
Dependance then can there be upon Nature,
without the God of Nature ? Or upon the
Creature, upon any Creature, without the
Blefling of the Creator? The Race 15 by no
Means certainly 70 the Swiff, for God can
weaken bis Strength in the Way ®, and caufe
him to ftumble and fall. Nor is #be Battle

1o
YEph.i. 11,  mZech.xii, 8.  n Pfal, lxxvi, s,

¢ —— cxlviii, 8, 7 —— cii, 23.
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#o the Strong: For how eafily, and how fpee-
dily, can God fweep away the gallanteft Ar-
- my, by a Plague, or a Eamine, or the In-
clemency of the Seafins! Who can endure
his {corching Heat? Or, who can fland before
his Cold 3¢ "The great God of Nature conld,
in one Night, freeze a whole Army to Death;
or at another Seafon, his fultry Heat fhould
melt away their Lives. He can difmay them
with his Thunder. The very Stars in their
Courfes fball fight againft Sifera*. A Horfe
15 @ vain Thing for Safety * by Land, and
fo is alfo a Ship at Sea, without the Favour
and Protection of God ; for if be commandeth,
and raifeth up, the flormy Wind, the Mari-
ners are prelently af their Wits-end, their
Souls are melted becaufe of Troublet. 'The
Invincible Armada, as the Pride and vain
Confidence of Man was pleafed to call it;
how {oon is it fhattered by a Storm, and broke
to pieces! Thus when the pious King ¥ ehofba-
phat joined with the wicked King Ahaziab, to
build a Flect of:Ships, to go to Tar/bi/b, it dif-
pleafed the Lord that he fhould, in any refpeét,
joih himfelf to fo wicked a2 Neighbour, there-
fore the Lord has broken thy Works, fays the
Prophet, and the Ships were broken that they

were not able fo go fo Turfbifh, 2 Chron.
xX. 35. and there was an End of the Proje&.

How eafily could ‘God difappoint it, after
. all

o Pfal, exhvi. 17. * Judg, v, 20. f P-I'a!.,
XXXl 17, © —e——cvil, 20, 27,
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all their Expenceé of Building Ships, and all
their Schemes of Trade and Profit. God
who holds the Winds in bis Fift©, as it were,
fends out a Blaft, and breaks the Ships
to pieces: And our floutelt Men of War
can no more bear the Force of fuch 2 Tem-
peft as God could fend, than ‘Febofbapbar’s
Ships could. The Battle then is not to the
Strong without the Favour of God, There is

no fafe Dependence upon any human Strength
whatever, not on the largeft Army, nor the
ftouteft Navy ; for God, who has abfolute
Power over the whole material World, can
eafily difappoint our Expeltations from one
or the other of them. And this may fur- -
ther appear, if we confider,

SeconpLy, 'That God has likewife an
obfolute Power over the Minds and Spirits of
Men. The King’s Heart 1s in the Hand of
the Lord, and he turneth it whitherfoever be
wilf ¥ ; and {o is the Heart of every Man.
The very Will of Man 15 fubjett to God’s
Controul ; 2hy People fhall be willing in the
Day of thy Power, is a Promife of the Fa-
ther to Chnift, Pfal cx. 3. God could not
only promife what fhould be done, but what
Men fhould be willing to do; his powerful
‘Grace can make the ftubborn Enemies of
Chrift to become his willing People. There
1s a remarkable Promife of God to Jfreel,. in

Exod, xxxiv. 24. which thows, what an ab-
| C {olute

“ Prov, Xxx, 42 ¥ e, Xxi, 1.
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folute Power he has over the Hearts and
Wills of Men., In the Verfe before, hehad
given them this Law, that three Tzmes in the
Year, all their Males flould appear’ before the
Lord, .in the Place which be fhould choofe,
which was afterwards Ferufalem. Now it
might be objeted to this Law, and truly
with a great Appearance of Reafon thatas the
Fews lived in the Midft of Enemies, it would
be very dangerous for all their Men to leave
their Towns, and go to Ferufalem ; for that
would be giving their Enemies the faireft
Opportunity that could be, to make Incur-
fions into the Land, and plunder their Houfes
and Families, when the Men had all left the
Country. But God could undertake, and he
- does undertake, and promife, that he would
fo over-rule the Hearts even of their Ene-
mies; that nothing of  this fhould ever
happen; Mcm fhall defire .thy Land,
woen thou fbalt go up to appear before the
Lord, - thrice in the Year. So entirely are
the Hearts and Wills of Men at the Difpofe
of God. As he can caufe that rbe Mighty
fhall not find therr Hands, fo allo that the
‘Wife and Valorous fhall not find their Hearts.
He can turn the Counfel of. Abithophel into
Foolifbnefs =, or throw a Damp on the Cou-
rage.of thofe who are to fight our Battles for
us.  He can, if he pleafes, make our Ene-

mies to be at Peace with us; or he can
caule

2 9am, xv, 31,
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caufe our Friends to become our Enemies.
One Thing remarked in our Text js, that
Favour is not to Men of Skill, We depend
it may be, .a good deal, on the Favour, and
friendly Affiftance of weighbouring Allies, in
cafe of encreafing Danger; but we fhould
remember, that Favour is not to Men of Skill,
without the Favour of God. There 1s a
great deal more in that Scripture Expreflion,
than we commonly think for, God gave fuch
an one Favour in the Eyes of fuch an one.
If God does not pleafe to give us Favour
in the Eyes of our Neighbours, their Friend-
{hip, however we may depend upon it, wiil
fail us, "It 1s not our Skill in Addrefs, and
all the Arguments or Perfwafions we can
ufe, that will engage their Favour and their
Afliftance, unlefs God 15 pleafed to incline:
their Hearts. And thus you fee how eafy
it ‘is for God; by various Ways, and by a
Thoufand Ways more than I can tell you of|
to difappoint the Defigns and Projects of Men;
and to render ‘their beft Endeavours, and the
moft promifing Means, fruitlefs; and then
we are-not - to wonder, that zhe Race is not
te the Swift, nor the Battle to the Strong.
We are now to enquire

HI. InTo the Reafons of this, and fuch-
like Difpenfations of God’s Providence. What
Reafon can we conceive, why God fhould

C2 - {ometimes
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fometimes fruftrate the beft Endeavours and
Means, that Men can ufe, and bring Difap-

pointment on their ExPeé’catlons and Hopes

We, it may be, fuch poor, fhort-fighted
Lleatures as we, are apt to think it would be
a wifer and better Way, that Succefs fhould
always be anfwerable to the Means; that {o
Men might be more encouraged to thgence
in the Ule of proper Means. But God, who
feeth net as Man [eeth, has cer tamly wile
Reafons to order it fometimes otherwife ; fo,
that the Race fhall not be to the Swift, wor the
Battle to twe Strong. May we not humbly
guels at fuch Reafons as thefe?

1. To humble the Pride and Arrogance
of Men, and to convince them of the Vanity
of their Confidence in any Power, but God’s,
When Pharaoh fays, I will purfie, I will
overtake, Iwill divide the Spoil ¥, God will
let Pharcab know, and all Egypt and Ifracl
{hall know, that it is not for Man to talk
thus proud]y I will do o and fo, is pro-
per for God to fay, but not Man: he 7e-
f fleth the Prond ®, and will make them know
there is a God above them. It 1s our Duty
to ufe proper Means, for obtaining a defired
End; but then we fhould remember they
are bt Means, and that after all that we
can do, Success 1s FRoM Gop: and if we
put our Truft in Means, and thereby put
tLem in the room of God it 15 a wife, as

;o Well

7 Exod. xv.9. % Jam, iv, 6.

-
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well as a righteous Thing, for God to blaft
them with Difappointment. Thus faith the
Lord, curfed be the Man that truffeth in Man,
and maketh Flefb his drin, and whofe. Hearr
departeth jfrom the Lord, Jel xvii, & It is
a very affronting and pI‘OVOklI]g Sin to God,
when we make any Creature to be that to
us, which he alone can be, and which he
has undeltaken to be, to all that put their
Truft in him; as when we put that Truft
in the ’Wlfdom and Power, and Kindnefs,
and Fmthfulnefs of Men, thch {hould be
placed in thofe Attributes of God only.
When we make Flefb our Arm that we
ftay upon, or under which think to .
fhelter ourfelves, in a Forgetfulnefs of God

and his Providence, it is a departing from
the Lord, it is a pracical Denial of his

Provxdence and a Sort of renouncing our
Share and Interef’c in the divine Protection

and Care. Therefore, when Men are guilty
of this Sin, God often takes humbling Me-

thods, in the Courfe of his Providence, to
convince them of it, and to bring down their
Pride and Arrogance. Thus, when Peter
trufted to the Strength of his own Refolu-
tions, he was left to himfelf in an Hour of
Temptation.  So when we truft in Men,
and truft in the Creatures of God, inftead
of God himfelf, it is no Wonder if he leaves
us in a Time of Difficulty and Danger ; or

if, by fome unexpe€ted Providence, he blafts
thofe
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thofe Means which we {o finfully depended
upon, and difappoints all our Expettations
from them.
" 24, Gob may thus fruftrate the Succefs of
Means, and /eca:zd Caufes, to convince Men of
bis over-ruling Providence, For did Succefs
always, ‘and in all Cafes, anfwer to natural
Means, the Providence of God would not
be near fo confpicuous in his Government of
the- World, Men would afcribe all to the
Means, and nothing to God, who gives them
their Succcfs Therefore, he will fometimes
difappoint the moft llkely and moft power-
ful Means, and fometimes work by, and
“oive Succefs to, more weak and unlikely ones;
that it may appear to all, that there is a
God and a Providence, which rules over the
Children of Men, and that Means are no-
thing, but what he makes them. It is eafy
to obferve, that Ged-has fometimes very re-
markably ordered the Concurrence of Events,
efpecially in the greater Affairs of ngdoms
and- Nations, fo as on purpofe to make the
Hand: of - h!S Providence eminently confplcu-
ous 1n them S
- I eannoT but, upon this 0ccaﬁon re-
colléét the remarkable. Appearance of God S
Providence in favour:of this finful, unthank-
ful Nation, by the REVOLUTIO\I when.
we were-upon the very Brink of Rum when

we bad a Popifb King aftually on the Throne

which was worle than a Popifb Pretender to
- the
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the Throne.  Popery and Tyranny were pout-
lng in upon us like a Flood ; and our Lizber-
ties, both Crvil and Relzgzozzs were going
apace, But God, in his Mercy, raifed us
up a Deliverer, the Great and Glorious
ng Wirriam. I have been much af-
fe@ted with reading the Account, which a
celebrated Hiftorian T gives us, of the Voyage
of our Deliverer and his Army from Hol-
land to Em/mza’ God and Providence were
remquably to be feen in it, from Beginning
to End. Soon after the Fleet failed out
they were taken with a Storm at Sea, which
lafted 2 Night and a Day; by which they
were fhattered, and driven all back again.
God would let them fee, at their firft fetting
out, that they could not proceed without
his Permiffion, they could do notbing with-
out him. Thus he gave them Notice to
eye his Providence ; and, at the fame Time,
by a Very watchful Pr omdence guarded the
Fleet from any real Harm ; o that not onc
Ship was loft, and but one Man This De-
lay gave Time and Opportunity for fitting

out a ftrong Fleet, to oppofe and hinder our
Deliverer’s coming to our Refcue; and {o

the Danger of the Expedition was now greater
than before, But God is moft feen in the

Mount of Danger. At length the Fleet, with

our Deliverer, fets out a fecond Time ; and
now

1 Bithop Burnet, in his Hiltory of his own Times,
Vol. 1. pag. 782, &,
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now -they - have a fair Wind to bring them
over; and at the fame Time 1t is directly
againft their Enemies; fo that they:conld
not come out to- meet them, The Prince
and his Fleet are driven' by a firong Wind
in the Night, quite beyond the Place where
they intended to Jand; which brought them
into - fuch imminent Danger that the Ad-
miral declared, A/ was loff- But on a Sud-
den, to our Wonder (fays the Hiftorian,
who was himfelf in the Fleet) it calm’d a
little, and the Wind turned to the South,
and a foft and happy Gale carried the Whole
Fleet fafe into Torbay; where a Place was
found (which they came to by mere Acci-
dent) fo convenient for landing the Horfe,
that, if the whole Ifland round had been -
founded no properer Place could have been
found for it.  No fooner were they-landed,
but the Wind turn’d about quite the contrary
Way, and blew another Storm, from which
their Fleet was well fheltered ; bat their Ene-
mies Fleet, ‘which was now got to Sea, was
quite (hattered by it, and tendered anfit for
any more Service that Year; and fo, fays the
Hiftorian, we were Mafters of the Sea with- -
out a Blow, He adds, “ I never found a
‘ Difpofition to SuPerf’utlon in my Temper,
““ ‘T was rather ‘inclinéd' to be Philofophical
“upon all Occafions; yet, I muft confefs,
““ this ftrange Ordermg of the Winds and

b€ Seafons thus to change as our Affaiis re-
- L qu:rcd
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“ quired it, could not but make a deep Im-
« preflion on me, as well as on all, that
«« obferved it.” On this Occafion, he quotes
two Lines out of a Latin Poet, "which he
tranflates, and applies to the Prince of

Orange.

Heaven’s Favourite! For whom the Skies
~ do fight,
~ And all the Winds confplre to guide thee

right, ¥
" Turs is a Part of that wonderful Work

of Providence, which our Enemies are now
endeavouring to undo again; but we hope,
we truft in God, that He will not far]m’ze

the Work of his own Hands.
- I 1AvE given youa fhort Abftra& of this

‘remarkable Story, as an Inftance of God’s
ordering providential Difpenfations fo, as to
make his Providence gppear in them; and
it is for this Reafon, no doubt, that he
fometimes difappoints powerful and likely
Means, and gives Succefs to weak and morg
unlikely. Ones.

3d{y, Axorser Reafon may be, to en-
coyrage our Truft in bim, even when we have
byt hittle natural, or reafonable Probability ¢f

Succef It is, in fucha Cafe, a comfortable
| D . Thing

¥ O Nimium dile@e Deo, cui militat zther

Et conjurati veniunt ad Claffica venti!
CLAUDIA.H.
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Thing to remember, that #he Race is no
always fo the Swift, nor the Battle fo the
Strong; but that God can, and fometimes
does, work by weak Means, as well as
mighty ; and he can fave by many, or by
few, When God, 1n his Providence, denies
us the Ufe of ordinary Means, in any Dif-
trefs or Danger, he thereby calls us to a more
entire Dependance and Reliance on his Power
and Goodnefs: And many have found the
good Succefs of this, while others have been
difappointed of their confident Hopes from
thofe Means, 1n which they much trufted.
Truyus 1 have explained my Text and
Subje ; what further remains is to make a
practical Application of it.
i/t Ir there be fuch an Uncertainty in
all human Affairs, and human Events; let
this teach us, to look after thofe better Blef-
fings, which we may furely obtain, and which
we fhall be in no Danger of bemg ever de-
prived of, 1. e. {piritual and heavenly Blef-
fings, that good Part which fhall never be
teken away * from ws. Surely our Portion
and our Happinefs muft not lie in thefe
precarious and uncertain Things; uncertain
whether we {hall obtain them, or if we do,
it s uncertain how long we thall poflefs and
hold them. Blefled be God, there are furer
Mercies and Comforts than all thefe, which
may certainly be obtained, and held fpr ever ;
| o eyen
P Luke x, 42,
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Vet thofe, which the S¢ripture calls, #he fire
Mercies of David®; . e. the fpiritual and
everlafting Bleflings' of the Covenant of
. Grace. Here, as to worldly Matters,
the Race 1s not always fo the Swiff; but in
the fpiritual Race or Path-way to Heaven
there is no fuch Uncertainty: So run, that
ye ‘may obtain ©5 and all, that ruyn with Pa-
fience the Race that is fet before ¢ them,
{hall {furely obtajn the Prize of Glory; there-
fore, fays the Apoftle, I fo #un, not as un-
certainly ¢, ——Here the Battle is not always
fo the Strong; butall that fight the good Fight
of Faith, thall lay hold on eternal Life f. You |
are fure of Conqueft and Viftory; -2he God
of Peace foall bruife Satan under your Feet
fhortly 8, =—~Here Bread is not always to the
Wife s therefore labour not for the Meat that
perifheth, for perhaps your Labour may be
all invain: Let the Uncertainty of Succef,
check your too eager Purfuit of worldly
‘Things. Bur labour for the Meat, that en-
dureth fo-everlafting Life, which the Son of
Mar fball giveunto you ™. In this, your Labour
will meet with no Difappointment; it is but
afk, and you fhall receive, feek, and you [hall
find, knock, and it fball be opened unto you'.
s In this World Riches are not always o
Men of Underflanding ; but hearken to Chrift’s

bz Counfel,
b Tfai, Iv. 3. c 1 Cor. ix. 24. 4 Heb. xii. 1.
1 Cor. xii, 26. f 1 Tim, vi, 12. £ Ronm,

XVi: 20, R John vi, 27,0 I Mat, vii, 7,
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Counfel Come and buy zf me, Gold tried in
the F:re that. thou mayf? be rich*, His Righ-
teoufnefs, and the Graces of his Spirit, fhall
make you rich fowards Ged 5 you fhall have
durable Riches, to live upon and enjoy, when
this World, and all the Things that are therein,

Sfhall be burnt up ™ ——Here again, Favour s
wot always to Men of Skill; -the Favour, -and

Friendfhip of Men, 1s precarious and uncer-
tain; but {o is not. the Favour- of God, T
love toem- that love me, fays he, and-thofe
that [eek- me early, fball find me®, And he
1 2 fure, and conftant Friend, who will
never Wlthdraw his Favour. from his own
People; for it is the Promife of his Cove-
nant, I will never turn away from them, to
do them Good®. Such a Friend St. Paal found
him to be: No Man flood with me, but all
Men forfook me; notwithftanding the Lord
Sood with me, and firengthened me, 2 Tim,
iv. 16. Thus let the Uncertainty of all hu-
man Affairs, and worldly Events, be im-
proved, to wean off our Hearts, and to check
our too eager Defires.and Purfuits after thefo
Things; and let it quicken us to feek after,
and make fure of, thofe better, fubftantial,
and durable Bleﬁings Oh! never let fuch
precarious, uncertain, and perithing Things,
as thefe, be the Portion of our Choice. I

would fay to my Soul, God is thy Portions
and

k Rev..}p. 18, . 1Lukexii. 21, ™2 Pet,iil, 1C
* Prov, vili, 27, ° Jer, xxxii. 40,
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and then, when I am once fecure of his
Favour, and Love, through Chrift; what
have I to lofe, what have I to fear? Then,
though whole Nations trembled and fhook,
or though the Earth were removed, and the
Meuntains carried into the Mzdft of the Sea®,
I would ftand upon the dreadful Ruins, and
rejoice, and triumph in my Portion, and fay,
I have loft nothing. |

2dly, LET us learn from our Text, not
to be confident of the Succefs of any worldly
Undertaking, or of the Ifiue of any worldly
Affair.  None can be fo, but God., Who s

be that fays, and it cometh to pafs, whenthe

Lord commandeth it not, Lam. 111, 37. We are
but of Yeferday, and know nothing  béyond
To-day, concerning the Events of Time and
Providence. Boaft not thyfelf of To-morrow,
Sor thou knoweft not” what To-day will bring
forth ', -Whatever Probability there may be,
of the good Succefs of any Thing, yet we
-muft not be confident of it; for we can
bring nothing to pafs with our own Power,
and God does not always work by the moft
likely Means, nor does he make Events al-
ways to anfwer the Probability of fecond
Caufes. We may hope, or we may fear,
what may be; but God only knows, what
wil] be; for what he has appointed, that will
he bring to pafs, And therefore,

" 3dly, THIs

E P{a]. KIVL 2! 3 JOb Viiil gl f PfOV. XXVii. Iu'
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-~ 34dly, This alfo fhows the Folly and Siti;
“of undertaking any Thing without God, 2. ¢
‘without fecking to him for his Help, and hum-
‘bly depending oni his Blefling for Suceefs. Suc-
cess 18 FrRoM Gop; he, and he only; can
command, and give it to.any of our Under-
takings and Works, Go #0 now, ye that fay,
To-day, or To-morrow, I will go to fich a
City, and continie there a Year, and buy and
Jell and get Gain; -whereas ye know not what
will be on the Morrow : Yo oyght to [ay; If
the Lord will, we fhall live; .and do this and
that, James iv. 13, 14; 15, It is fit, dnd
highly -proper, we thould thus acénowledge
God in all our Ways ' ; and hé expecls; and
requires it, that we fhopld own his Provi-
dence, by Prayer for his Blefling, and for
Succefs. . Thou fhalt wake thy Prayer imnto
bim, .and -he fhall hear thee ; and then fhalt
thou decree o Thing, .and 3t fball be eftadlifhed
unto thee, and the Light fball fbine upon thy
Ways; Jobxxii, 27, 28. Butif, ontheother
Hand, we forget God, -and fet out without
him, is it any Wonder he does not attend
us: with his Blefling? And.then all our En-
deavours are fruitléfs and unfuccefsful.: It is
a practical difowning Providence; and as
fuch, God has in many Cafes remarkably
(hewed his Refentment of it. ‘When Per-
fons or Nations have fet out.in an Wndertak=
g, in avain Confidence and Prefumption of
their
5 Prov, iii. 6,
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their own Power and Strength, how often
has it been feen, that God has remarkably
frowned upon them, and humbled them,
and made them know it 1s not for Man #0
talk thus proudly *. 1 cannot but fufpe&
that this, among many other crying Sins of
our Natlon lies at the Bottom of thofe heavy
Judgments, that are now upon us. You

cannot but remember, what Shouts we heard
at the proclaiming of the War, as if now
we had nothing to fear, and nothing to do
but conquer; for, we bad fuch Navies and
Armtes, that o doubt we Should effectually

humble our Eneinies, in two or three Years at
molt, and bring them down to our own Terims.
"This was the common Talk ; but how few
faid any Thing, or thought any Thing, of
God and Providence. I was afraid #hen,
this proud and prefumptuous Spirit muft be
humbled by Difappointment ; and {o it has
proved And now may we not fee our Sin
in our Punifhment? If ever any ]udgment
bore the Signature of the Sin, for which it
was fent; furely the prefent Dz/z’reﬁ points
out our prefumptuous Se/f-Confidence, and our
Forgetfulnefs of God, as the procuring Caufe
of it. Will it be beheved by Pofterity, or
will it not fhake the Credit of the Hifto-
rians of this Age, when 1t fhall be read, in
their Account of thefe Times, that feven Per-

Jons only landed in the Northem Parts of - this
Iffand,

t 1 8am, ii, 3,
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Ifland, and rofe up in Rebellion againft the

King and Government, and having gathered a
contemptible Rout, they ravaged and plunder-
ed, for feveral Hundred Miles, to thevery Cen-
ter of the Land ? And though the Nation had
Forceenough, asmight reafonably be fuppofed,
to have quathed ten fuch Rebellions, yet it was
not able, for feveral Months, to quath this,
Surely, thisis to make us fee, how vainly we
prefamed upon our own Strength, and how
foolithly and finfully we forgot God and Pro-
vidence. Isnot this a very fenfible Inftance of
what our Text fays, that the Racé is not to the
Swift, nor the Battle to the Strong. Here
we may fee, that God can corre&t our Pride
and Haughtinefs by weak Means, as well ag
by mighty. Oh, that we might be truly
bumbled under the mighty Hand of God *, and
‘repent, and furn unto bim that [mites us ¥ |
Could we but once fee this Effe&t of the
Judgment, we fhould then have hope, that
God will turn, and have Mercy upon us,
and remove it in bis due Time, And then,
if he fhall be pleafed at length to give us
Vi&ory and Succefs, I hope we thall be ready
to own his Hand, "and to give him the Praife,
But I will not take up more of your Time,
Jeaft 1 thould too much break in upon that,
which is the more proper Work of this Day;
namely, Prayer, The Times never more
needed Prayer; the Call of God’s Provi-

dence

S apPetv, 6 ¥ I ix 13
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dence was never louder to his People, to
pray. It may be God will yet be entreated
for us, that we perith not. His Name 1s
ftill a God bearing Prayer *.  As great Mer-
cies, as we want, have been obtained by
Prayer; and as heavy Judgments, as we feel
or fear, have been prevented, or removed,
by Prayer. Oh, that God would now -
chne our Hearts to pray; and then, we are
fure, he will zncline bis Ears fo bear!

® Pfal, Ixv, 11,
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