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WAR AND PEACE:

TIIE

-EVILS OF THE FIRST,

AND

A PLAN FOR PRESERVING THE LAST.

BY WILLIAM JAY.

¢“ We daily make greatimprovements in natural, there is one I wish to see inmoral
philosophy—the discovery of a plan that would induce and oblige nations to cettle
their disputes without first cutting one another’s tl'voats,—FRrRANKLIN,”

‘“ When the spirit of Christianity shall exert its proper influence over the minds
of individuals, and especially over the minds of public men in their public capacities,
War will cease throughout the Christian World,”—Bisnop Warson.
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PREFACE TO THE LONDON EDITION.

salini iy, ———

IN introducing this book to the notice of the people of England, I
avail myself of the testimony of Dr. Morison, in his Preface to a
work o1 the same writer, on ¢ Slavery in Awnerica :’—¢ The author
of the work is a pious Episcopalian, a wealthy citizen, an accom-
plished jurist, a scholar, a Christian, and a man of high character
and extensive uscfulness.  He is the Honourable Judge Jay, of West-
Chester, near the city of New York, and son of the late Hon. John
Jay, LL.D., the distinguished second President of the American
Bible Society,~a statesman of great celebrity,—a sage in the cabinet
of his country,~one of the futhers of American independence,~and
every way, clarum et venerabile nomen—an honour and & Llessing to
the New World,”

It is a great pleasure to find the son following the example set him,
by his worthy and distinguished sire. Judge Jay has done his part
well in the cause of the injured negro. His work on ¢ Slavery in
America,” did good service to the anti-slavery cause in this country.
And it is with the sincere liope that this work of his, on ¢ Peage and
War,” may lcad many to consider the solemn responsibility of pro-
fessing Churistians in this land of liberty, in the share they must take,
cither in sanctioning this dreadful evil, or in opposing the war spirit,
which now prevails to a very great extent, that a large edition of it, is
brought out in a cheap form.

The Committee of the Peace Society do not hold themselves
responsible for every sentiment in this work., It may be, that the
learned Judge does nut adopt in every respect, the principles of
the Pecace Society of London. But such, as a whole, the Committee
have considered this work, that they fully believe its wide circulation
just now, must materially aia the good cause of Peace.

The Judge has treated the evils of war in a somewhat novel, and
certainly very powerful and convincing manner ; and his remedy forwar
the Committee think worthy of the attention of every Christian senator
and statesman, The author has proved, it is thought to a demonstra-
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tion, that any two nations adopting his plan, might keep the whole
world at peace. Let the people of America and England but londly call
upon their rulers for peace, and they will never venture to wage war
against the kuown wish of their subjects. One strong simultaneons
7 effort on the part of two or three nations for peace, and a treaty signed
according to the sngzested method of Judge Jay, would no doubt
make it the interest of other nations, to seek their friendly alliance.
Thus the Gospel would answer the description of it in the parable of
the mustard-seed, wlnch grew and became a- great tree, and the birds
of the air lodged in'its branches. So would the nations of the carth
come to repose under the blessed shadow of peace. There must be a
beginning to-this: some country must set the example. May we not
consider this to be the interpretation of .the beautiful prophecy of
Isniah and Micah.  There it is said, ¢ That the mountain of the
Lord’s house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and
shall be exalted above thé hills, and all nations shall flow unto it.”
The Lord’s house. established in the top of t'.c mountain, may be
considered the nation or nations thus ad0ptm pure peace principles ;
other nations, seeing its blessed influence, will flow to them; and
then they will “beat their swords into ploughshares, and their
spears ‘into pruning-hooks: nation shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war any more.”” Is not such a blessed
consummation as tlns, envugh to make all the Philanthropists and
Chrxstmns of the wol 1d, to conccntrate theu' energies for its accom-
"~ .plishment ? The time w:ll come—it must like every other reform,
- come through human instr amentality. The nullemum doubtless will
be the effect of universal peace, and not the cause of it.. ‘Oh, that
Christians would but think,; how much they might accelerate thot
hlessed penod by =t1*enuous and continned labours on-its behalf '

1 o \T "\I HARRY Secretm J, .
' On behalf of the Commlttee of the Peﬂce Soemt}

Loxpoy, May 10th, 1842
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Monu, as well as political revoluti. ns, have ﬁ'equcntly owed thetr
omqm to canses, and been accomplisheil by agencics, whnich, to human
vision, appeared utterly poweﬂeqs.

Could the priests, the philosophers, the statesmen of the pagan
world have listened to the command of the risen Saviour to his little
band of -apostles, to teach and baptize all nations, their indignation' at
the presumption of the injunction would havc been checked by their
contempt for the weak and ignorant lllleIdll"llb to whom it was
addressed. | |

When an Augustinian friar declaimed from the pulpit of Witlem-
berg against the sale of indulgences, who could have anticipated ihat
his voice was to vousc a sleeping world, and to burst the cerements in
which the human mind had for ages been enveloped ?

But without recurring to former times, we may find in our own,
striking illustrations of our remark. Within the last forty years the
7 frican slave-trade was flowrishing in all its legalized atrocity ; ; 1t 18
at this day prohibited by every Christian natlon, and they who
engage in it ave adjudged infamous, by the unanimous verdict of the
civilized world, On the 7th July, 1783, six Quakers* met in London,
““ to consider what stepq they should take for the relief and liberation
of the negro slaves in the West Indies, and for the discouragement
of the slave-trade on the coast of Africa.”

And who were these six- men-who presumed to attempt the. aboh-
tion of slavery and the slave-trade—who aspired to move the moral
world—to arrest the'¢commerce of nations—tc proclaim liberty to the
captive, and the opening of the prison doors to them that were
bound? Did they sway the councils or lead the armies of Empires—
were they possessed of learning to command the attention of the
wise and great, or of eloquence 10 mould to their will the passions of
the multitude? They were humble and obscure individuals, belong-
ing to a small and despised sect, and precluded by their religious

* William Dillwyn, George Harrison, Samuel H, Hoare, Thomas Knowles, John
Lloyd, and Joseph Woods, Their names are registored in heaven, let them not be
forgotten on carth.
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tenets from all political influcuce. DBut they had discovered from the
Book of God, what had escaped many wise and good men, that
slavery was opposed to the attributes and precepts of the Almlrrhty
Ruler of nations. In- labouring therefore for its suppression, they
were assured of his protection, and without regarding their own
weakness or the obstacles before them, they proceeded calmly and..
steadily in the path of duty, leaving the result with Hisr, with whom
all thmgs ave possible. These humble men set in motion a train of
agencies, which, in 1807, ~ccomplished the abolition of .the slave-
trade by Great Britain 3 and in 1830, completed its abolition through-
out christendom, and which, in 1838, cffccted the liberation of the
negro slaves in the British possessions; and which, in all human
probability, will before long cffect it throughout ¢¢ the West Indies.”

These mighty changes, be it recollected, have been accomplished
solely by the exhibition of truth, and by bold and persevering appeals
to the conscience and the understandivg. No miracle has wrought
conviction, no armies have controlled the course of legislation ; no
blood has soiled these glorious triumphs of humanity.

But we live in an age of moral wonders, and behold on everv sude
of us confirmations of the promise, ¢ in duc scason ye shall reap if
ye faint not.” We are at this moment in the midst of a revolution,
perhaps not less extraordinary, and certainly not less important to
human happmess, than the one to which we have just referred.

‘Baut lately, a vice which has rendered our world a theatre of erime
and wretchedness since the waters of the deluge retired from its suv-
face, was spreading desolation in every community and almost .n
every family. In vain did revelation, proclaim that the drunkard
cannot -inherit the kingdom of heaven-—in vain did example teach
that degradation, misery and death were the attendants on this
terrific vice. It invaded every station, and nuinbered its victims in
every rark and department of society. The palace and the hut, the
temple and the prison, the crowded mart and the scquestered haunt
were alike the scenes of its disgusting triumphs. In this fair land
which we would fain believe, is peculiarly moral and enllghtened -
intemperance has mﬂlcted upon us two-thirds of our pauperism, nine-
tenths of our crime, and an annual loss of 80,000 lives, and twelve
millions of dollars!

In the midst cf this moral pestllence, the American Tempcrance
- Society arose with healing 1n its wings. Few in numbers, with no
hope but in God; with no-motive but love, with no weapon but the -
_ press, its member declared war against this potent and decdly foe to
human happiness. The wisdom of the world mocked at the enter-
prise and poured ridicule and contempt upon. its authors. But

unmoved by obloquy, undaunted by difficulties, this liitle band of
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philanthropists, like their illustrious predecessors in the conflict with
slavery and the slave-trade, procecded to arrest the public attention
by an exhibition of facts, and to influence the public opinion by
addresses to the understanding and the conscience—and what results
do we behold! Thousands and hundreds of thousands of our citizens
have abandoned the use of intoxicaling liquors—to an extent no less
cheering than astonishing; the use of those liquors has become vulgar
and disreputable, and is daily decreasing, They have been banished
from our army, and nearly so from our navy, and are rapidly dis-
appearing from our commercial marine. The wise and the good, the
po“mful and the influential of all classes, are arraying themsclves
against the fell destroyer, and the victories they arc achieving are
exciting the admiration and stimulating the efforts of other nations.
Prussia, England, Ireland, Scotland,* Sweden, and Saxony, have
oraanized their temperance societies ; and we may hope, that within
twenty-four years from the formation of the American Society, a
triumph will have been gained even more glorious for mankind than
that which in a similar period was acquired over the slave-trade.

After these splendid and blessed results, who shall presume to set
bounds to the career of Christian benevolence, or to specify the
obstacles which are insuperable to faith and perseverance, when
e'-:erclsed in obedience to the will of God. The Press, that mighty
engine for good or evil, is in this age, at the command of all who
choose to wield it, and when used in the cause of truth and benevo-
lence, continues, as in the instances we have cited, to produce effects
which the most sangmne imagination dares scarcely to anticipate.
While this world remains a state of pl'obatlon, human natuare, with
all its powers and propensities, will remain unchanged; but its
powers may be developed and directed, and its propensities controlled
by the influence of reason and l'ehn':m -

"We would appeal then to Chrlstxans, to philanthropists, and fo
patriots, and ask them, if there is not an evil under which humanity
is groaning, as great, as universal, and yet as’ surmountable as' the
s]avc-trade, .. intemperance ? WAR still ‘extends ‘his bloody sceptre
over the nations of the carth, and is still doommg countless multi-
tudes to wretchedness and umurrhter. And shall we not rise in resist-
ance to this remorseless tyrant, “and may we not hope at least to curb
his power, if we do not overlurn his throne? Shall we shrink from
the effort, in remembering how many ages his reicn has endured—
how powerful an alliance he has formed with the depraved passions cf
thehuman heart—how many millions are paid and fed and clothed

for supportmg his authority, und how apparently feeble must be any
barrier that we can oppose to his cruel despotism? Let us recollect

the anti-slaverv socicties of ‘Great Britain and the temperance
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socteties of America, and believe that the blessing of Heaven may
also descend upon the humble labours of Prace Socirrins. .

But it 'may be said, that in regard to the suppression of the slave-
trade and intemperance, success, however difficult, was seen from the
first to be attainable, and hence exertion was invigorated by hope.
In the first case; all that wos' wanted was a majority in the British
Parliament, and in the sccond, the- practice of total abstinence it was
known- would of course exterminate intemperance; but that war,
being the conscquence of human depravity, must necessarily continue
till the age of universal richteousncss foretold by prophecy.

Were this reasoning sound it would be an erroneous inference from
it that we were relensed from all obligation to labour for the peace of
mankinc, because we were assurad that wars would not wholly cease
before the milleninm. T'he corruption of human nature will continue
as it has ever done to produce crime and misery ; but are we therefore
to make no cffort to lessen their amount. Slavery and intemperance
are us directly ‘the’ consequence of human depravity as ‘war, yet it is
now obvious to ally that tliey nre not:necessary and irremovable evils.

Unhappily the great mass of . mankind believe that the very de-
pravity which-is. tlw source of war renders it at once Loth ‘necessary
and lawful; and that the preservation of liberty, property, and hap-
pmes depends on' the' disposition ' and - ability to oppose a- (orcible
resistance to aggression.” So'imperfect is human renson, and so liable
to cxtianeous “infludnce, thut the’ currency of an OplmOll too often
affords but slender evidence of its truth. | S

The supposed neccssity’ of war is foitnded 'on the'idea that however -
much ‘we may deprceate it, it nevertheless prevents-a greater evil than
itself.” But alas! few hitve any just conception of the: calamities in-
flicted by war, and fewer still have ever -inquired' whether the evils
it is intended to prevent cannot be averted by other means.  In de-
ciding how far war is replly nceessary, it is obviously important
that we should. first ascertain what sflcnhees it .cxacts, .aml what suf-
ferings it occasionsy” This is'a topic that aftords .an ample theme for
fervid declamation:.” The horrors of the battle-field, the confused noise
of the warrior, the garments rolled in’ bldod, the shricks of the
wounded and the dying, the groans and tears of widows and of
orphaus j the conﬂagratwn of cltws, and the devastaticn of 'kingdoms
may indeed be portrayed with such pathos and elaqucncc as to cause
a thrill to vibrate through “every nerve. But the impressions thus
made are transitory, our excited emntion soon recover their wonted
calmness, and the understandmg and conscience bemg unenhghtened
remain unaffected. . ST

Let us then take a sober and ummpassmncd view of. war, not as
it existed in remote antiquity, when whole nations contended in arms,
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and the soil was literally drenched with human gore—when uo
quarter was given .  the field—when kings and princes were chained
to the triumphal car .of the victor, and their surviving subjeets doomed
to hopeless slavery ;. but of war as it exists in our own days, and as
waged by enlightened and . Christian .natiens. Y’assion and policy
huave, in all ages, invested war with a halo of glory that has attracted
for it the idolatry of mankind ;. .be it our endeavour.to strip it of its
glittering dlsgmse, and, by sobm"arguments and undlsputed facts,
to exhibit it in its loathﬁome deformity, .- ... -

He is a superficial inquirer, who, in investigating . he ev:ls of war,
confines his: observation to the scenes and consequences of actual
hostility. - -War 1s a demon whose malignant. influence is felt at ali
times and in-all-.places. Paradoxical as it may seem in the very
midst of peace and sccurity, it is blighting. the lakour of man, adding
weight to his burdens, and laying snaves for his virtue. Our country
is now at peace with all the world, yet, are we not conscious of the
presence of- the Demon 7. . What means that .periodical military dis-
play which is ever. disturbing. the repose of -our; most retived, hamlets
—what.those martial. titles borne by, such multitudes of our citizens
—what our. military . schoola—our widely scattered garrisons—our
frigates travcrsmg cvery. ocean . . How, comes ithat a million and
2 half of our, population :are called .out on certain days. from their
homes to be instructed in the art.of slaughtering their fellow-men ;
and that millions of dollars.are annually subtracted from the carnings
“f labour in antwlpauon of future cmlﬂlcls? He. alone whp w:ll
estimate the- treasures expended in our mlllt'n'y preparations, and .the
time squandered,.and the vice.engeudered by our militia system, will
have some adequate iden of. the costly, s'tcrlﬁce )em'ly olfered by the
Umtul States on the altar of Moloch.* : ,

* lhc cmolled mlht.a uf tlu, Umtml States 13, ,503 . Mhis Vast ‘multitude
are called from' their homes several days each year for tHe purpoqe of inspection and
drilling. * ‘The ‘first item then of the expense’ of our 'militin systér is the annual loss
to the ¢ountry of many millions of days’ labour. .But this muitifude must be ‘{armed
and: equipped.as the. law- directs,’! . and hence an expenditure of, fifteen .ar twenty
milliqus more,, ,{Next; the commissioned q!hcers mu‘st be a rayed in reglmentals, with
all ¢ the pomp, and circumstance of glormus war.” Many thousands of the militia are
moreover mganwed in ¢ untfnrm corps;” and are, of course, compelled to provide
themselves with exponsive clothes which are useless except on parade,. - Next comes
(he cost of ‘music;.of standards, of ertillery, of -cavalry, and of state, arsenals and
magazmes. - It is impossible, for want.of nccessary statistics, to ascertain with pre-
cision tho yearly aggregate. expense of our militia, but it certmnly cannot fall much
if any, short of fifty millions, .

Wath’re'gar& to the military expendltures of the United' Stutes we can speak with
more certainty ; and we shall be scarcely credited when we affirm :that these ex-
penditures, in proporiion {o the revenye. uf. the country, are lavish beyond the example
of any European power!. ..., . .., . . .,

* - . ¥ 7T .
t F \ Y t L 'll"F}i i f-i"": .
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Yet this sacrifice, costly as it is, is but as a grain of incense to thou-
sands of heentombs, when compared with the peace establishinents of
Eurcpe.® DBut why confine our views to our own country and to
Europe? The southern continent of America, Afiica, and Asia, all
teem with countless multituades whose trade is blood.

Would we know the cost of human happiness at which thi¢ mighty
machinery of war is constructed, let us conceive the results of an equal
cxpenditure of treasure, time, talents and physical strength in the
peaccful and ordinary pursuits of life, and we shall then, and not till
then, be able to estimate the price paid by the world for being prepared
to repcl agaression. Were the millions yearly lavished by our country
in military preparation dovoted to the cause of science and religion, to
the facilities of intercourse, and the promotion of social and individual
comfort, an amount of happiness would be diffused through our land
that would cast in the shade all our past prosperity, unexampled as it

In 1838, the ordinary revenue was - - - -« 24,509,209 dollars.
Payments for the navy - = 4,403,551 dollars.
Do, for purposes strictly military,
including military pensions, 12,665,210  *F

19,068,768 ¢

Her~ we have an expenditure of 78 cents for every dollar of revenue for military
preparations.

But it will be =aid that the country cannot be falrly regarded as at peace in 1838,
because we were then engaged in the Florida war, and were compelled to expend
millions in driving from the Peninsula a few hundred Indians, that they might no
longer harbour fugitive slaves from the plantations of Alabama and Georgia. Be it
s0; let us then turn to 1833, when the country had not even a savage foe in arms,

The reverae that yearwas - - - - - < 34,948,425 dollars,
Payments for the raval service, 3,091,357 dollars.
Do. for purposes strictly
military, including mili-
tary pensions, 10,342,746 *

15,434,102 <

This gives us about 40 cents for every dollar of revenue spent in preparing for war !
In 1832, the military expenditures of France were 34 cents on a doliar, and those
of Great Britian in 1830, were only 24 cents on a dollar. Wonderful as is this
disparity, it is greatly increased, when we remember that the payments by France
and England, to which we have referred, are the fofal payments of those govern-
ments for military purposes, while to the similar payments by the federal government
arc to be added the cxpenditures in the =several states on account of the
militia, | *
¢ The armies of Europe (exclusive of the Ottoman empire) amounted in 1828, a
period of general peace, to 2,265,500 men. Balance Politique du Globe by M. Adrien
Balbi. .
In 16840, the army of Russia was said to be - - -« = - 660,000
¢ of France - - - . - - - - 330,000
¢ of Great Britain - . - . - - - 114,000
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has been, If we apply a similar supposition to Ilurope, the imagina-
tion is dazzled with the bright and blissful visions which instantly rise
tu view. The revenue of the Christian states of Europe is estimated at
823,000,000 dollars, and it is supposed that at least-one half of this
prodigious sum is expended duving peace in military preparations, and
in the payment of war Jdebts. And is it a matter of wonder that a cry
of distress is resounding through the eastern continent, and that starv-
ing multitudes are rising in resistance to the constituted authorities,
when labour is thus robbed of its carnings, without receiving in return
the smallest addition to its comfort, happiness, or virtue 7*

I'rec institutions are called for, in expectation that they will lighten
the public burdens; but in vain will nations seck for prosperity in
political revolutions, so long as they shall trust to the sword for peace
and security, The military preparations of France under her present
monarch are far more onerous than under the arbitrary sway of his
predecessor; and the people are complaining of the Government for
consequences which spring directly from their own military mania.

It may indeed be said that the expenditures caused by war ought
not to be regarded as wasted, since they afford employment and sub-
sistence to vast multitudes, and encourage various arts and trades.
True it 1s, that soldiers are fed and clothed, and so are the inmates of
our alms-houses and prisons ; but surely it will hardly be maintained
that the prosperity of the whole community i« advanced by compel-
ling one portion to maintain the other.

The treasure expended in cquipping and supporting armies, is not,
indeed, annihilated; but the labour for which it is given as an equi-
valent adds nothing to the wealth and happiness of the country, and
1s therefore useless. He who tills the soil, or produces any of the
necessaries or comforts of life, not only maintains himself, but con-
tributes to the general stock ; whereas, he who fabricates a musket for
Government is supported at public expense, while the result of his

* The total expenditure of Great Britain in 1836 was - - £48,800,000
This was appropriated as follows 1~
‘To interest on national debt, - - = -  £28,500,000
To army and navy, - - . - - 11,500,000
To civil list, - e e = e . 8,600,000
It thus appears that of every dollar of expenditure paid, there were on account of
the debt, which is strictly a legacy of former wars, - . - 68 cents,
On account of the army and navy, - e - 24

‘ 82
And now we discover the astounding fact, that of the multiplied and grievous taxes

under which the people of England are groaning, 82 cents of every dollar paid into
the national coffer are offered at the shrine of war, while the remazining 18 cents are

sufficient to support the splendour of the throne, and to provide for the necessary
. expenses of government !



12 WAR AND PEACL.

labour in no manner promotes the public weal: and hence the coms
munity sufler, fivst, the charee of his maintenance, and, sccondly,
the misapplication of his time and skill.*

These considerations lead us to perecive the magnitude and oppres-
sive weight of the burden imposed on the peoplc of Luropc by the
vastness of their mllltm'y preparations. It is not so much the amount
of expenditure as the application of the national revenues that occa-
sions.the complaints wafted to us on every eastern brecze.  Patriotie
and judicious taxation may enrich, instead of impoverishing, o nation.
The canals of New York, made at a cost to the public of ten millions
of dollars, have conferred upon the people of that state an amount of
wealth and convenience which no political economist can estimate ;
but what valuable fruits would have been the result, had this money
been e'{pcndcd in paying some thousand men for learmng thic manual
exercise; or in erccting barracks or fortifications? So also the large
sums yearly expended by the State in diffusing education amnong every
class of its citizens are restored tenfold to the peoplé in rich and varied
blessings; but what comforts, what benefits, are derived from the
numerous and onerous trainings of the New York militia, aud the vice
and drunkenness and idleness which attend them?

Were the two millions of soldiers in Europe dismissed to productive
labour, and were the treasures, now lavished in preparing -for war,
employed in. clevating. the moral and intellectual character of the
peasantry, and in prometing the happiness of all, socicty would
instantly wear a new aspect-——the jcalousy now subs:stmg between the
ruler and, the subject would give way to confidence~—~industry and
caterpiize would succeced to listlcssness and despaiv—poverty would
be exchanged .for competency, #nd the human faculties roused into
action by educstion, and stinmulated by hope would attain the greatest
perfection allowed to man by his Creator. We have said that the
malignant. influence, of wor is felt even in the very midst of peace;
and surcly the assertion is abundantly verified by the facts we have
stated. But what imagination ean conceive, what pen portray, that
mass of wretchedness, desolatmn y and woe, which mankind are capable
of accumulating, when all their malevolent passions are in full acti-
vity, and are aided by the resources of art and science, by the wealth
and the physical strength of nations! It i1s moreover an appalling
reflection that all this wretchedness, and desolation, and woe, 1s the
serious and avowed object of war, a means to an-end, and not an inci-
dental and lamented consequence. They who wage war desire and

* From 1803 to 1816, the British Government issued 1,680,000 barrels of gun-
powder,. and 3,227,715 '11115]{8173 This immense manufactory gave employment
unquestionably to-a'large number of operatives; but, independent of the waste
of the material, their labour was useless to the public.
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intend to slay their enemics. It is for this express purpose men ave
hired and armed, and navies equipped and sent to sen,  The greater
the havoc made of Luman life and happiness, the more glorious the
victory, and the more successful the war. It is also well understood
by the party declaring the war, that his own country and pcople ave
exposed to ull the evils he is endeavouring to inflict on his enemy—
that they whom he cmploys to slaughter may themselves he slaughtered,
that his own cities may be fired, his own ficlds ravaged.

What a fearfut responsibility is involved in a declaration of war!
The Scriptures abound with strong expressions of the divine abhor-
rence of murder; and with what indignation must a Being of infinite
benevolence view that enormous mass of murder perpetrated in war!
Shall the blood of Abel erying from the ground bring down vengeance
upon his murderer, and shall not the blood of thousands and tens of
thousands, shed to rrmtlf'v the ambition and avarice of monarchq or
senates be avenged b} the sovereien Ruler of nations?

That wars are frcqucntlv wnwed from the same lust of plumler that
actuates the highwayman, 1s 'thumlantly testihied by the whole course
of history ; and it is unnecessary to prove what no one will deny, that
very many wars have heen obviously unjust, and therétore highly cri-
minal. Our object, however, is to show that cvery war, without
exception, involves guilt, and must be offensive to the Deity. To
effect this object, it is not requisite to prove that all war 1s forbidden
by scripture, or that no aggression, however unprovoked, and however
dangerous, can justify a forcible resistanece. Nor do we mean to deny
the right of self-defence, nor even the lawfulness of subduing by force
of arms, when necessary, pirates and banditti ; and still further are
we from questioning the right indispensable to the very existence of
civil government of enforcing obedience to the laws.,  When ‘we say
that every war without «xception involves guilt, weancan to apply the
remark to war as it actually exists between nations with all its usages
and attending circumstances. It may be possible for the imagination
to conceive of a defcnsive war commenced in'the ‘spirit, and waged in
accordance with the strictest principles: of- Chrlstlamt} but we deny
that profane history has recorded any example of such a war.

When we recolicet the vast amount of human misery necessarily
occasioned by war, few will he disposed to question that a resort to |
arms must always be criminal when not unavoidable. Were rulers
and their subjects mindful of the tremendous responsibility incurred
by the authors of a war, with what deep and trembling solicitude -
would the question of peace or war be discussed—what numerous ex-
pedicnts and sacrifice< would be proposed to avert the necessity of
mutnal sleughter, and with what hesitation and gricf would hostilities
be atlast commenced ? Butalas! when has a patient and conscientious
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inquiry into the justice and necessity of a war preceded its declaration ?
Instead of a calm investigation, and equitable and conciliatory pro-
positions, we have lofty demands, fierce denunciations, proud references
to owr own strength, and inflammautory appeals to the passions of the
populace. Pride, revenge, the acquisition of territory, or sot.ie sup-
posed political advantage, are in general the true and only causes of
an offensgive war, while those set forth in the declaration usually agore-
vate its guilt by the addition of falschood. Nor let it be supposed
that the sin of war rests only on the party by whom it was commenced.
War is at the present day almost invariably preceded by negotiation ;
and in the communicntions of the respective parties, we seldom dis-
cover that scrupulous regard to justice and moderation which a desire
to avoid hostilitics would prompt. Few indeed of the pretexts assigned
for o war would even, in the opinion of those by whom they are ad-
vanced, justify taking the life of a single individual by the civil
magistrate ; and yet little or no compunction is felt in commencing a
contest which must inevitably prove fatal to multitudes of unoffending
persons. The guilt of the crime scems lost in~its very magnitude,
and he who would shrink from taking one life will often labour to
bring about a war in which  lic knows human blood will flow in
torrents.

A cause frequently assigned in justification of war 1s the preservation
of national honour: one party demands a concession as due to his
honour, and the other refuscs it as ineonsistent with his, and thus the
work of slaughter commences for a sentiment—for the preservation of
a character which probably neither merits nor possesses.

Sir Robert Pecl, the present Premier of Great Dritain, in a late
spcech to his constituents remarked, “I do hope that neither this
country nor the United States will be mad cnough to allow a differ-
ence of opinion dbout a boundary to set them in a hostile position
towards each other. Undoubtedly it is necessary for cach country to
maintain its honour, for without mammmmg its honour, no country s
S{Zf(’.” . :

Lann‘uan‘e like this was unworthy the character and station of the
gentleman who used it, belonging as it does, by prescriptive right, to
bar-room politicians and town-meeting demagogues. No country safe
without maintaining its hononr! Alas! then, fm' oreat Britain, for at
the very time these words were uttered she was waging against China
one of the most dishonourable and detestable wars that has ever stained
her annals, Tndeed, it is difficult to point to a war recorded in history
waced more directly against the health, morals and happiness of o
numerous people, or from motives more basely sordid, than the British
opium war; and yet he who is now the prime agent and director of this
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war talks of the safety of Great Britain as resting on the maintenance
of her honour !*

* We have urad some strong expressions in regard to this war, and we have used
them deliberately, not only froma thorough conviction of their truth, but also from a
Leliof that it is the duty of every friend of justice and humanity to bear his testimony
ngainst the eruel and henrtless conduct of the British government.,

The assault upon China affords, moreover, too strong and apt an illustration of the
cvils of war and the duty of preserving peace, to he overlooked in the present treatise.
'[his is not the place to enter into & minute exposition of the iniquity of this war, and
of the ravening cupidity of those who conduct it, even to the extorting of millions for
the ransom of a defenceless city. A few brief facts will suffice to explain the frue,
although, perhaps, not the avowed motives of the war, The British Iast India con-
traband trade in opium amounted in value from 15 to 20 millions of dollars yearly,
and yiclded an annual revenue to the India government of about a million and half,
Hence the LEast Indin proprictors have strong pectiniaty inducements for poisoning
the Chinese. Now the late energetic measures of the Emperor not only contemplated
the entire stoppage of this lucrative trade for the future, but occasioned to the East
India smugglers an actunl present loss of about ten millions of dollars. It is not
therefore surprising that the East India interest, both at home and abroad, powerful
and extensive as it is, and interwoven with the wealth and aristocracy of the nation,
should have persunded the ministry of the absolute necessity of vindicating British
honour, of placing trade with China on a sccure basis for the future, and of bringing
the insolent barbarians to their senses, '

To zome it may scem paradoxical that the same government which has exhibited
“such & sublime devotion to the rights of the negro, should be so utterly callous to the

well-being of the Chinese, The solution is casy. The opivm war is a government
measure adopted by politicians, and probably with the expectation of receiving political
support in return from the Last India interest; precisely as certain northern mem-
hers in congress, in obedience to southern dictation, and in consideration of southern
votes, trample upon the right of petition, and do many other things they ought not,
The abolition of siavery and the slave-trade, on the contrary, so far from originating
with the government, were demanded by the Peorre of Great Britain in a voice
which their rulers were afraid to disregard, DMr. Stanley, one of the ministry, in
supporting the Emancipation Bill in the House of Commens, declared that so loudly
was it ealled for by the public, that ne minislry could relain office who refused i,

Lo vindicate our strictures from the imputation of national prejudice, we are in-
duced to add a very fow Dricf extracts from British publications, and from proceedings
of public meetings held to remonstrate against this government war.  Asindicative
of the sentiments of the religious community in England, we may refer to the Jan-
gusge of two religious periodicals, the first belonging to the dissenting interest, the
other to the established charch.

The Eclectic Review speaking of the ¢“wholesale confiscation of opium,” and of the
“ breaking up of the haunts of respectable British smugglers,” declares, ¢ wo have
been dealt with according to our deserts. Day it provoke us to repentance and a
change of conduct.”.

“If we must havo war,” says the Christian Observer, ¢ it ought to be for g more
honourable object than that of indemnifying smugglers whose contraband goods were
legally seized and destroyed.”

At a public meeting held in London, without reference to party distinctions, the
Earl of Stanhope presiding, the following resolution, among others, was past: “ Re.
solved, that this meeting deeply Iaments that the moral and religious feeling of the
country should be outraged, the character of Christianity disgraced in the eyes of the
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tl.'il.*

The I‘rcnch Repuhhc, the tcmﬁc progeny of atheism and of crime
noi only remaiued safe amid. the assaults of her mvndor" but turning
the tide of war, she pourcd upon Burope '1 glcsohtwg ﬂood which
threatened to engulf' every throne and cvery altar. The power of

£, ¢F 0"

the republic’ became concontrated in Napoleon , of whose e\tramdmnry
character, honour formed no elemcnt Yet Napolean was not only
safe but trmmphant, tl“ he had ncarly acqmred tlm mastershlp of
Europe ; and his_fall was occamoned not by the Tosa of' llonour hut

by the.frosts of Russm.._.l _ B
Perhaps the most suhhmated wmkudness and bascness in degree,

although limited:in extent, perpetmted by any ’cmhzed government

f i j ;'

at the, present day, is practlsed in_the, city of| Washmtrton. "There,
in the.:boasted . citadel of Amenc'm llberty native’ horu ‘American
citizens are seized and 1mpr1soned on suspicion, of being | fugitives from

bondage ; and when the suspicion is. dlsproved by the non'-apl enrance
of a clgimant, the. prtsoners are sold ag slaves f'or hf‘e to raise nmney

to pay theirgail fees!! , . .
Does Siv, Robert Peel, impute lhe capture of' 1]1@ natloml metropohs
in the last,war to this, stain on its honour, orto, the enterpmse and

valour of British troops? . | .

It would be madness,, ,the Premler tells }}q f'or"thé two nations to
go to, war, about the, bqundaw The land in dlspute is not worth

ﬁn‘htmg fu but qelf-presel'vatmn requn'es each natum to maintain
its fionour. . If;_, therefore, elther party mmsts cm cuttmn* a tree cm the
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world, - and this kingdom involved in war,with. upwaula of . three hundred and ﬁi'ty
mlllmna of people, in consequence of British subjects mtloducmg oplum mtn Chmu
in direct and known vw]attpn of the laws of tlmt empire,”” "

The U‘lﬂbl‘&tLd Camphull in 0 poetieal’ remonstrande to his nation against the war,
after H“LIEIOIIS to her fnrmer glai-y, thug gives vent to his. md;gnatlon at her present
baseness Y ;'"- T R R TS TR TR TP pe Gl 1

' “Ahd all. thy merchant princes s\vellad the. oy .,

Thaq the wle drug must sell, though nations die~—

~ - * No -more be styied the empress bf the rhmn, L
Pt - Who strike not:now for glory, but, fov.gain;, . ..

' . Pour o ‘er the feeble land the poison flood, : :
And drwe the ‘guilty b.irgain Home With' blood s i

As a sample of the spirit in which this war is carried on by the'invaders,; we give,
in conclusion, an extract from:a letter by an eyu witness, relating to the capture of
the island of Chusan, on the 5th-July, 1840, . ¢ Every house, .was indiscriminately
broken open, -every drawer and box ransaoki.d the streets strewed with fragments
of furniture, pictures, chairs, tables, grain of all sorts, &e., &e. For two days the -
bodies were allowed to ]n.y, exposed to sught where'they fell. The plunder; however,
‘was cartied to’ an extreme ; that is'to say, did not cease till there was nothing else to
take, and the plundﬁrers wili, no- dnubt be"able, on:our returh to, Calcutta, to place
at their friends’ disposal, am] for the omamenting their houses, tmph:es gained, not
from the Chinese st;ldters, or from a field of battle; but.from the harmless and peace-
uble inhabitants aml tradesmen of a mty doomed to destrucnon by our-men of war,

» ' |.: . hr’
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wrong side of the alleged line; or shounld a silly minister think it
expedient to display his paty fotisn by writing o blustering and insult-
ingr letter, then indeed two great and ‘Christian nations must, for very
Bflf’ety, commence the work of human butchery.

Would to heaven this rant about national honour was confined to
those who are now at the point of the bayonet easing the Chinese of
their purses. But we also have pohtmmns who are far more con-
cerned for the honour than for the morality of the nation; and these
oentlemen have just made the extrnordinary dlscovery that the
honour of the Republic requires that her flag shall prove an egis to
villains of all nations, who may think proper to traffic in human flesh.

. In 1814, the United States bound themselves by treaty with Great
Britain, to usc their ¢ best endeavours’ to promote the entire abolition
of the slave-trade-—a stipulation which has been falsified by the con-
duct of the late government from the date of the treaty to the present
hour. Great Britian France, Spain, Portugal, Belgium, Holland,
Denmark, Sweden, the Empire of Brazil, and the South Ameucfm
Republics have mutually agreed that the eruisers of each other may
search suspected slavers, bearing "any of their flags; and if found
engaged in the traflie; to send them to certain ports for trial and con-
demnation.  Russia, dispensinn' with the formality of a treaty,
publishes an ukase virtually giving permlsswn to the cruisers of all
nations to do what they please with any slaver who dares to dishonour
the Russian flag. But the  United' States, so far from joining this
league of christendom arramst an accuvsed traflic, now aim at render-
ing it nugatory, by insisting that the star-spangled banner shall
pr otect, even from vn.ltatlon, cevery slaver- above whose deck it may
be unfurled! In vain docs Grcat Britain protest that she claims no
right to interfere with Am.rican slavers; but inasmuch as they are
-the only privileged ones on the ocean, and as it is a matter of public
notoriety that slavers of other nations seck safety in carrying the flag
of the republic at their mast head, she does claim the: nght to ascertain
‘whether a suspected slaver dxsphymg the American flag, is, or is not,
a boni fide American vessely by a sight of her papers. In vain does
she admit the right of every Amcmcan crusier to ascertain in like
manner the national character of any vessel bcftrmg the British flag.,
In vain does every maritime power in Europe, and all, with one
exception in America, accord to all others the same right. The
oreat slave-holdmg Republic is too jealous of her Lonour, to permit
an inguiry to be made into the nationality of any vessel frcm whose
mast the stars and stripes ave streaming, although that vessel should
be a Chinese junk.* Let the slave-trade revive in all its unutterable

* The American govemment vamly attempts to avn'd this absurdity by disclaim-
ing any desire that their flag should exempt foreign vessels from visitation, but,
at the same time, it insists that to board ar. Amerizan vessel, bearing the Ameuean

B
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horror—let thousands and tens of thousands of human beings be con-
siencd to wretcheduess and death 3 but let not a vessel carry a picce
* of buntmg with certain devices be ruquu*c,ll ta,show her papers under
ihe penalty of wan.

Such is national honour, the saf‘egnm*d of nations, and for the
maintenance of which, natmnal slaughter is indispensable !

But whether, the contest. be for national honour, ov . for some less
mtangthle and Jmaglqatwe, object, still it should be recollected that a
party, in declaring war, is acting as judge in his own cause, and is,
thercfore, liable o all the bias and prejudice which passion and interest
arc ever prone to exert over the frailty of our nature.. Surely there
is danger, lest a government, in deciding on its own rights, and even
on its honour, may not always judge righteous judgment : and may,
in & moment of: Irritation and passion, not only invade the rights of
others, but hazard  the peace, security and happiness of its own
citizeng, A. recent occurrence forcibly illustrates the justice of this
remark.

An Amemcan slfwcr named the Crea?e, ¢ .well nmanned and pro-
vided, in every respect, and eqmpped for carrying slaves,”* sailed
from. Virginia for. New Orleans, on. the 30th October, 1841, with «
cargo of 135 slaves.. ‘When cight days out, a portion -of the slaves,
under . the direction of. one of their number, named Mapisox
W asmixaroy, . succeeded, ‘after a slight struggle;. in gaining the
éommand of the. vessel.... The sagacity, bravery, and humanity of
this man, do honour to. his name, and, but for his complexion, wonld
excite unjversal.admiration.. Of the. twelve whife men employed on
board the ¢¢ well-manned”  slaver, only one fell a victim to their
atrocious husiness. .. This: man, after. d'scharging his musket at the
neerocs,. rushed forward with o handsrike, which in the darkness of
the evening,, they mistook for. another musket-—he was stabbed with
a bowis, knife wrested from. the. captain.. Two . of the 'sailors were
wounded, and ¢ their wounds were dressed by the negroes.” The
captain was also me'cd, and he ¢ was put into the forehold and his
wounds, dressed ;77 .and. his.wife, child, and. niece, were unmolested.
It:__gm es not appear that the blacks.committed a single aci of robbery, or
treated their captives with the slightest unnecessary harshness; and
they declared at the time, “that all they had done wasfor theirfreedom.”

flag, and to require & sight of her papers, is an indignity that cannot, and will not,
be borne. Now it unfortunately omitz to point out by what natural or nautical
magic a cruiser can ascertain, without boarding, whether a slaver, carrying the re-
publican fiag, belongs to American or Spanish scoundrels. When reminded that
such o rule must givo entire impunity to the slave-trade, it cuoly rephes, “'This may
be deplored, but cannut be avmded."—-Sce Mr. btevensons leuer {o Lord Aberdeen..

Oclober 21, 1841.:
* The very wordsused in & proteat mada by five of tha slavers crew, a New

Orleans, 7th Decemaber, 1841, 'The facts given ahove are taken from the protest.
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The vessel was earried into Nassau, and the British anthovities at
that place retused to consign the liberated slaves again to bondage, or
even to surrender the ¢ mutincers and murderers” to perish on southern
eribbets, |

Admittinge Madison Washington and his associates to be murderers,
do the laws of nations require the surrender of murderers? To this
question the American government has returned an emphatic answer:
first, by making the mutual surrender of murderers an article of
the treaty concluded with Great Britain in 1794; and in constantly
refusing, since the -expiration of that treaty, to surrender murderers
when requested to do so by the British aunthorities. Henece it is
obvious, that the refusal of Great Britain to surrender murderers to
us cannot be a just cause for war. |

But these slaves, aftér ‘breaking their bonds, took refuge in the
British dominions, and henceé arises the question, do'the” laws of
nations require the surrender of fugitive slaves? This question, also,
our government has itself answered, and of course must be estopped
in its claims by that answer. Some years since, our minister in
England was -instructed to propose a‘treity stipulation, whereby the’
British government should agrée to surrender all theslaves who might
take refuge in Canada, we offering, tn consideration, and on condition
of such agreement, to surrender such slaves as might escape to our
shores from the British West India Islands, - We also endeavoured,
bat in vain, to:induce Mexico to ‘enteir into a treaty stipulation to
restorc our fugitive slaves. Should a ship load of fugitive slaves
from Martiniquey arrive in New York, there is no authority known
to the constitution or laws that could surrender then. .

Bearing in mind tho facis we have detailed, we may now form an
opinion - how far the judgment the slave-holding members of the
United States’ senate are prepared to render in the case of the Creole
is impartial, and dispassionate, -and consistent with wisdom' and
justice. ‘The subjeet was incidentally brought before the senate on
the 22nd Decentber; ' 7 - | - |

Mr. Kina, of Alabama, ¢ If such ontrages continued, he solemnly
believed nothing could prevent a collision—unless that the govern-
ment [ Great Britain] should retrace her steps, WAr must inevitably
come.” ;i SR - |

My, Carntouvy, of South Carolina, held the liberation of the slaves
of the Creole ¢ to be the most aTnocious ouTRAGE ever perpetrated
~ on the American people.® As soon as they could get full information,

they ought to demand that those who committed the piracy should be
delivered to this government, If we cannot obtain justice, cvery
man with an American heart will be veady to raise his hand against
oppression?!” .. . -~ - o -

Mr. Barrow, of Louisiana,  vas not willing that those he repre-

o R .
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aented should submit any longer: to the insolence. of .a fovcign power.
He wished the committee to -present to. the people the: trud principles
of national law, which wowould maintain at all:hazards. The people
of the South:would not submit to British interpretation of the lnws of
nations, drawing a-distinction between slaves and goods. The trans-
fer of slaves- from ' one :state to another.is a.matter of every-day
occurrence, and if* these -aontemptible. British subjects :of' Nassau are
permitted to go on in this way, scizing by force of arms, and liberating
slaves bielonging to. American citizens, the 'South would be compelled
to fit out armameonts, and .destroy . Nassawand other British tonns
that ‘trample on the laws of nations and. the: rights of our citizens.”
And are men; in-.whom thé moral senso-is 8o perverted by interest
as to regard: Madison:Washington a prirate, and who, although vin-
dicating.‘the convorsion: of millions of their fellow-countrymen into
Dbensts:of burden, can: yet decluim.about ¢ oppression,”’- fit- to decide
questions -involving. tha rights: of man? . Apain, we ask in. sober
earnestness, i3.it prudent, 18 it safe,ithat men so.blinded with passion
as to talk ‘of thet slave:holders fitting .aut expeditions to destroy .the
towns:of the West Indies, when iithis well known a mighty arn.y of
black soldiersds rendy: to reciproeate.the. visit, and: to .plant the stand-
ard of .emancipation: in..the_cotton, fields of the.South; should. be
entrusted with the awful power of kindling a conflagration .which
would..consume: their. own :Jiomesteads; spread ;terror and desolation
through a large portion of our country, and be finally: quenched only
in the blood of'tmultitmles;?mh. VRS ey G e st e s
If we have reason to believe that rulers too.seldom inquire into the
justice of the wars they wage, wé are morally certain that. by their
armicsithe question neither is nonean bemnderstood,.,. Of the multitudes
hired to kill their fellow-men, how: faw have the capacity or inclination
& ‘Phesd gentlometiin theit wrath seein to hivi forgditen the folldiviig significant
]ﬁﬂti&.ilhﬂy had recpived mly lll; few dtlyh t')l‘&\’iﬁhsyr fl'ﬂln'thﬂi\i.rmﬁﬂnﬂ 11[1\‘}}' denrt..
D105 114 1A LIRS ENCENINCIEY FUE ST TR TRT S FYTY L ST R PP S TR BN ST
. ¢¢ The works intended for the more remote Suutherp portions,of eur, tetritory par-
ticulasly require attention, Tudications are alr:c-mlj nade c;f lléhighs of the woarst
characler against that vegion in the cvent of hostilifics, from 'a “cerfain quarter, to
which we cantiot be'inserigible” 'Reporl of et of WieerhiDed: 1 i i
- ¢« A war between:the United States and any considerable marilime power would
not be conducted at this day, as it would have been twenty yearsago, The fivst blow
would be struck at us, through our institulions. WNo nation, it is presumed , would
expect to be successful ‘over us for any length of time in a fudr contest 6f arms on
our own ' goil ; ‘and no'wise nation would ‘uttémp_t‘ 1 'Al. more promising expedient
would be sought in arraying what are supposed to be' the hostile elenienls of our $otial
system against ohe another.” “An enemy =0 tieposed, and free to land upohs any part‘of
our soil which might promige suceers to the enterprise, would be armed with a four-
" fold powet of annoyance. * Of the ultimate reswlt of suéh incuvsions we have no redson
to be afraid (?) but even in the best event, war upon our own soil would Le the more
~expensive, the more embarrassing, and the more horrible inits effects; by compelling
us at the same sime to oppose an enemy in- the field, und to'uard against attempls
tosubvert our scoial system.”  Report of Sec. of the Navy, Dec, 4.
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to oxuntine the merits of national diflerences, the meuns ised to seftle
them, or the necessity: and’ morality of -the contest. in -which they
are employed? + Armies we::know-are ‘usuelly: raised - by - voluntary
_enlistment, and can it. be ngrcenble to the will of the Holy and all-
merciful God, that his intclligent and accountuble creatures should,
from mercenary motives,-engagre in the work of haman -destruotion,
wholly ighorant and rwhu]ly rbgmdlesa* of: the JllEtICB and necessity of
the act?. Y LT A Gt

-In:almost every army there are ‘foreign adventurers who have no
nal.umal interest “whatever: in the-pending contest-—men who have
taken urms from nosentiment: of :patriotism o2 justice, but solely for
their: wages, whicly;in such a case, are literally: the price. of blood.

- To such'men the war mwhich they' ave- fighting'; 18"and must be
unjust. -~ They are hirell to-kill menwho 'have injured neither them
nor-their country,and:against whomt tliey' have no eause of complaint.

It not unfrequently happens that these:mercenarios are engaged on
opposite sidesy and: are thus brouglit into' niortal  conflict with each
others :In the late’ disgusting strifé in Portuganl, Eiglishiiien were
arrayed against Englishinen, and' Feetichmen aainst’ Frenchmen.*
If the conduct of such ien be' sinful;can they who employ' and pay

them be-innocent 2~=and }et wlmt bellwefent ever refused the: aid of
Caercenarieg 7ot o T b e e

- Anjdther revolting pi*acllce in'war, is‘that of cneouraging: deserters,
In cvery cnmpmgn*tllelc is'an interchange of ‘the'men) and wretches
covered with treason and perjury are cordially: wblcoﬁled, -and arms
are put: into-their hands to ‘murdei ihml late dssociates: and fellow-
cmmtrymen. R I T Y E FAR 2 R TR

It a fundamental lawviof the*])lvme economy that gin'shall be
pmushed althoughiin reégard to individuals, this lawis fully’ executed
only in another state of being: yet.as.in that,state .nations do not
exist, t).eir punishment is: inflicted here. - Henee cvel'y war, without
exception, brings with it its own retribution, and this retribution is
wholly irilépendent of the final’ ‘resulty bemn‘ e.‘sperwnced by the
victor ag well as the vanqmahed N '1, .

The sacrifices of labour .and of wealtll 1'eqlurcd by the mere. pl'e-
paratwn for war lmvc already bt.cn noticed. Thoqe sacrifices are

| * In J ul}' ]833 t“ () humhed and hfty Enghbh sailors wbo had enlisted for the
SEI}‘ICE} of DunrMIgunl wero discharged without leaving England in consequence of
tha news of the victory obtained by Captain Napier, (English,) in the service of Don
Pcdro, over Don Miguel's fleet. . ‘The. boatswain headed a deputation sent to the Lord
. Muyor by the discharged sailors to ask for redress. . ‘That mugistrate inquired if they
were aware they. had hoen enlisted to fight agninst their own countrymen, who were
selving. uuder Don Pedro, 'I'he. ‘reply. was in the, affirmative. His Lurtlslup then
,l‘emarked “ As you make such a pounds, shillings, and pence affair of it, perhaps you
_have no objection ta fight for Don Pedro.”—¢ If we are well paid for lt," replied the
Yohtswain, ‘S it do2s not signify. whom. we fight for.”
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increased whinost heyond caleulation by actual hostility., The war
expenditures of Great Britain, from 1798 to 1819, are estimated at
3,200,000,000 dollars, a sum of which the mind. can form no definite
idea. And v before we can arrive at-the whole cost of this pro-
tracted war, wewust add to this sum the:value of the time lost, and of
the property destroyed in consequence of the contest: It should also
be recollected, that the heaviest burdens of war are imposed ata time,
when in consequenec of the interruption of commerce and ¢ rerrular
industry, the commumty 18 least able to bear them,

But the pecuniary -sacrifices demanded by war are far from heing
the only or most costly offering made at the altar of this cruel and
insatiable demon. Ha requires from his: votaries a surrender not .
merely of their Wealth but of their social enjoyments and affections,
their comforts, their morals and theirlives. He who could witness
the anguish of parents, wives and children, -caused by the mere
enlistment of an army; and the débasement and ruin of thousands
of ingenuous and promising youths, would have before hin a more
vivid and heart-rending picture of the evils:ef war than any pencil
czn psint; and yet the picture would be incomplete and the colours
faint, when compared with the accmnulatt,d 1101*101‘3 of a smgle
campaign. ~ - *

Let the mind dwell for a few moments on the invasion of Rubsm
by Napoleon, and reflect on the griefs, the anxietice, the pungs of
scparation endured by thé innumerable families from ~which were
cathered the-vast host composing the contending armies ; let it watch
the progress of the war—the toilsome marche:-—the carnage - of
battles—the: conflagrations of Smblensko' and Moscow-——the desola-
tion of wl>le provmces-—the famine and cold, and agonizing deaths
which crerwhelmed the retreating army ; let-it imaginc*th'e wailings
of muhiiudes for their slaughtered relatives, and let it contemplate the
fearful a-~ount -to which ‘hundreds of. thousands:of immortal ‘souls
were untimely summoned,-and it will form some idea of the nature
and extent of that awful retribution with which war is' visited by .the -
Governor of the universe. And let it be remembered that this retri-
bution as- already observed, is not confined to the defeated -paity.
Russia was victorious over her invaders, but being the seat of war, the
amount of suffering that fellt o her share was 1mmenqcly more than
that endured by her enemy. The French army was, it is true, nearly
annihilated, but its numbers were few compared with the Rassians
who perished in Dattle, and those who were called to - Mmourn over the
destruction of cities, and the devastation of provinces.¥ “

And now let us ask, why do mations volantarily expose themselves
to such calamities ? Hov. ever unworthy may be the reel purpose, the

* In the battle of Borodino, the killed and wuunded are su..d to have been 75 000,
of whom 45,000 were Russians, - . . Co i
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only one which respeet for the moral sense of mankind. will permit
to be avowed, is the removal of .some present, or the prevention of
some future ovil. Could we be sure that the means we use would
produce the desired cffect, the wisdom of employing them .would still
depend on the.proportion between their cost and the value.of the
object to be obtained..:But war is an instrument wholly uncertain in
its operation, and frequently if not generally exceeding in its expense,
the importance of the purpose for which it is used. . .. .

It is customary for nations to appeal to heaven for the justice of
their cause. . Such appeals arc rarely sincere, and too often are more
likely to repel than invite Divine assistance, But whether sincere or
not, the justice of the cause affords but little if .any ground for antici-
pating the favourable interposition  of heaven: . oth sacred and
profane: history teach us that base and. perfidious: men. have often
waged with success most iniquitous wars: and that conquerors, lixe.
other instruments of wrath,. are but agents in executing Divine, judg-
ments. . Nations are .all in. a greater or less degree, deserving of
punishment,  and 1t frequently, comports with the providence of God
to inflict that pumshment l)y permImng them to be the prey of lawless
violence. . : L 1.

If then the result of war i3 whol]y mdependent of the ']llHtch of . its
origin, on what 1s it dependent? To this.the. common. reply is, the
relative strength and skill of .the parties.. But the race is not always
to the swift, nor the battle: to, the strong, A powerful nation has
often been folied 1n 1ts attempts. upon:s weak one, and .numerous are
the instances. in. which unexpected revolutions -and - alliancss have
turned the tide of war, .- Indeed, the very existence of war is owing to
the uncertainty of . its result, for it 1s.obvious that if success conld be
distinetly. foreseen, the. party doomed to defeat .would refuse to
confend. .. - - ST

The follv of war is a]so apparent fmm the fact tlnt the ob_]ect for
which it i1s waged could almost always. be nbtamed by.other.and - less
hazardous means, and that when obtained it is ravely, worth. the blood
and treasure lavished in its. acqulmtwn. T S IT RV

Cicero- long since declared. *¢. iniquissimam: pacem). JllStlSSlmo bello
'mtlfero 3’ and the sagacious Franklin remarked—¢ Whatever ad-
vantage one;nation would obtain from another, it would.be cheaper to
purchase such advantage with ready money, than to pay the expense
of acquiring it by war ,” and only eight days after this illustrious
patriot bad placed. his name to the,treaty of peace, which acknow-

ledged the independence of his country, he wrote to a friend, . may
- we never-see aunother war, for, in my opinion, there never was.a good
one, nor-a bad. peace.” Both reason and experience bear their testi-
" mony fo the correctness of these sentiments. The chance of defeat,

which is always great, of course lessens the valuc of the obJect for

;
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which we contend, for the'same reason, that when the result of o law-
suit is doubtful, a prudent man will accept-a compronise rather than
hazard his whole demand. 'The value of the object is aleo lessened
by the prodigious expense at which alone it can be obtained,  Let us
test these principles by an appeal to hlstory'.

Great Britain: claimed the right of raising a revenue from her
colonies by taxation, und made war upon them for the purposc of
collecting this revenue.. The colonies, on tho other hand, took arms
to establish, not their'independence as a distinet nation, but simply -
their exemption . from.taxation by the Riitish parliament, instead of
their own coloniel legslatures. To human view the contest was un-
cqual, and tho success of the mother-country beyond a doubt. Yet
in her attempt to extort a few thousand.-pounds from her feeble and
defenceless colonies, she drew upon herself a scven ~years’ war, in
which she fouund. the power of F ‘rance, Spain, and Holland, arrayed
against her, and after sacrilicing, as is estimated, 200 00001‘ her sub-
jects, and adding .£103,000,000 to her national debt, she was cotn-
pelled to purchasc. peace by the severance of.her cmpiro. Had she
condescended .to hintit her demand on the colonies, and to ofter equiva-
lent privileges aad immunitics, hier blood and her treasure would have
been spared, and her power would have been augmented instead of
being impaired,

But it may be said, that however disastrous may have been this
war for Great Dritain, it was glorious and happy for the colonies,
Let 1t however be recollected that this glory and happiness consisted,
not in excinption from British taxation, the sole object of the war on
the part of the colonies, but in the establishment of a great confede-
rated vepublic, an mcldent of the war, as unwished for asit was uncx-
pected,®  Iad the war been continued by the colonics as it com-

* As this avertion wilt startl~ niany, and is in direct contradiction to the annual
declarations of the 4th of July orators, and others who are fond of representing our
fathers as resorting to arms {or the purpose of establishing a republic, it may not be
amiss to correct the prevailing error on this subject, by an appeal to indisputable
authoritics.

The Congress of 1774, speuﬁed the acts of Parliament which infringed upon the
rights of the colonies ; and in their net:tlﬂn to the King, after setting forth their
grievances, remarked, ¢ these sentiments are extorted from hearts that would much
more willngly bleed in your Majesty’ gservicc—we wish not a diminution of the pre-
rogative, nor do we solicit the grant of any new right in our favour: your royal
authority over us, and our connexion with Great Britain, we shall always carefully
and zealously endea-. our to support and maintain.”

" The Cougress of 1775, aftur the commencement of hostilitics, and the capture by
the colonists of the fortress of Ticonderoga, ordcred an inventory of the royal stores
taken in the fort to be made, in order that they might be returned ¢ when the resto-
ration of the former harmony between Great Britain and the colonies, so ardently

wished for by the laller, should render it prudent and consmtent with the overruling
law of sclf-preservation.”
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menced only in resistance. to Dritish taxation, and had the peaco of
1783, guaranteed thom from all future taxation by Parliament, the
ohject for which they had appealed to arms would have been obtamed,
and we may fairly ask, if> they: would not have obtained it at a price
incalculably beyond its value? Let us endeavour to form some
estimate of the amount of taxation which the colonics imposed upon
theinselves, rathor .than pay the stamp and other duties claimed by
Grent Britain. - It appears from official documents, that so carly as
September, 1770, the money borrowed by Congress for carrying
on the war, independent of thie procecds of taxcs, amounted to
197,682,985 dollars 3 other and large loans, it is well known, were
afterwards made both at home and aubroad. If to the amount expended
by Congress, we add the contributions of the several States, and
the losses sustained by individuals, we cannot resist the conviction
that the mere intcrest of the aggregate sum would grcatly cxceed any
taxes the British ministry had ever contem plated imposing upon the
colonies. - - . - 3 -

But pecuniary disbursements formcd as usuwal but a secondary
ytem in the cost of the ware The slaughter of their fellow-citzens®

After organizing the army, and making every prepatation for war, Congress pub-
lished a declaration, in which they aflirm ¢ ¢ We mean not to dissolve that union
which has =o long and so happily subsisted between us, and which we, sincerely wish
to sce restorcd. [Necessity has not yet driven us into that desperate mcasure: we
have not raised armies with ambitious demgns of separ almg ﬁmu Grmt Britain and
eslablishing independent stales.” |

Hut the pertinacity of the British ministry prevented the colonists from laying
down their arms, and they scon found it inpessible to use them with efficieney in the
character of loyal suhjects, and hence the necessity which, in 1776, drove them into
the ¢ desperate measure” of w declaration of independence., ‘The New York Con-
vention, on receiving this declaratmn, resolved, ¢ that while we lament the cruel
necessily which has réndered this measaré unavmd'lblo, we approve the same,’”’ &c.

Should it Le pretended that these official azseverations were hypocritical, and the
subterfuges of state policy, we appeal to the following individual testimonies :—

¢ 1 never heard in any conversation from any person, drunk or sober, the least
expression of a wish for sepamtmn or & hint tnat such a thing would be advantageous
to America,”— Dr. Franklin in 1775,

¢ During the course of my life, and until afler the second petition of Congress in

715, I never did hear any American express a wish for the independence of the
colonies.”—John Jay.

¢ That there existed a general desire of independence of the crown in any part of
Amnerica before the Revolution, is as far fiom truth as the zenith is from the'nat]ir-—-
For my own part, there was not a moment daring the revolution, when I would not
have given every thing J possessed for a restoration to the state of things before the
contest began, provided we could have had a sufficient security for its continuance.”
—John Adams.

** Before the commencement of hostilities, I never had heard a whisper of & dis-
position to separate from Great Britain; and after that, its possibility was contem-
plated, with afMiction, by all.—Thomas Jefferson

* The militia and regular troops called into service duting the _revolutionary war;
were 287,954 men.
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the capture of their cities, th: devastation of Jarge porlions of their
country,'together with the depreciation of morals always consequent
on a long war, are to be included in the price paid by our futhers for
their exemption from British taxation, - And can we doubt thut
Britain would: have. rejoiced to have sold that exemption at a trific
compared with what wo actually paid for it? And what an accumu-
lation of human misery would such a contract have prevented ! To
the colonies it would have secured without a groan all the independ-
cnce they desired ;- and to England, and to Europe, it. would have

saved the lives aml happiness of multitudes.
A lnter period of our history furnishes a still more atmknm 1llug-

tratiow of the imprudence of resorting to war as o .mode of rcdrassmg
injuries, - In 1812, the United States declared. war against Great
Britain, on account of certain orders in council destructive of neutral
commerce} and also on account.of the right claimed and exercised
by Great Britain of impressing her native subjects from the merchant
vessels of other.nations when on the high seas. The obnoxious
orders were revoked before the news of the war reached England,
and the contest was continued solely on account of impressment,*
The greatest nuraber of . American seamen ever officially alleged to
have been compulsorily serving in the British Navy was about 800.
To suppress - this abuse, the United States drew the sword, and
formally threw pway the scabbard 3 and the honour of the mpubhc
WS pledged again. and again to rescue her seamen {rom this oppres-

sive claim on the part of Great Britain,+ .

b

- » Immcdmtel; on the recelpt in A:nenca of the mtﬂlhgence tha.t ltha orders in
council had been repe&led the Brttmh commanﬂers proposed a su5pen3mn of hosti.
lities, presuming that as oné'prominent cause of the war was removed, peace might
be restored. - But the ‘cabinet' of- Washington, would -listen to no accommodation.
¢ As a principal object of the war is. to .obtain redress against tha British practice of
impressment,” said the Secretary of Stute, ' an agreement .to suspend hostilities,

even hefore the Bntlsh government is heard from on the sub_]ect mlght be con-
sidered a relinquishmont of that claim.->dmerian State Papers, vol. viii, p. 333.

$ ¢ ‘The impressment of our seaman,” ‘tay the committee of foreign relations in

1813, % being deservedly considered a principal cause of the war, the war ought to be

prosecuted until that cause is.removed.; . Lo appeal to arms in defence of a right,

and to Iay them down again without securing it or a satisfactory evidence of a good

disposition in the opposite party to secure it, would be considered in no other light
than & relinquishment of it. War having been declared, and the case of impress-
ment being necessarily included s one of the most impostant causes, itis evident that
it must be provided for in the pacification; the omission of it in a {realy of peace,
would not leave it on ils former ground;. it would in effect be an obeolute relinquish-
ment ; anidea at which the feelings of every American must revoll.”—dmerican Stale
Paypers, vol, viii. p. 429 y

In the negotiations for peace the relinquishment by Great Britain nt' the right of

impressment was made & sine qua non. Your first duty will be to conclude apeace
with Great Britain, and you are authorized to do it, in case you obtain a satisfactery
stipulation against impressment, one which shall secure under our flag protection to
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Ay

To sccure our scamen from impressment, the whole country was
subjected for about three years, to the burdens, hazards, and vicissi-
tudes of war. Our commerce was swept from the ocean, our citizens

oppressed with taxes, the villages on the Canadian frontier were laid
in ashes, and the very metropolis of the republic’ captured, and its
public edifices fired by forcign troops.

Great Britain, who, at the same time we declared war against her,
was engaged ina mighty struggle with the colossal power of Irance,
found hersgelf, by the overthrow of Napoleon, at liberty to direct her
flects and armies exclusively against the United States. Our govern-
ment, despairing of extorting from Great Britain a velinquishment of
the obnoxious claim, and foresecing only an accumulation of calami-
tics from an obstinate prosccution of the war, wisely directed their
negotiators, in including a treaty of peace, to “omit any stipulation
on the subject of impressment,” The instruction was obeyed, and
the treaty, which once more restored ‘to us-the blessings of peace
which we had rashly cast away, contained not the most distant allu-
sion to the subject of impressment, nor did it provide for the surrender
of a single American sailor detained in the service of the British
Navy, and thus, by the confession of thé federal government, ¢ The
United States had appealed to arms in vain.” - 1

But was the conduct of Great Britain more consistent with true
wisdom than that of their assailants? Although she must be
regarded in this war as the victorious party, not having surrendered
the claim on account of which it was waged ; yet at what an immense
cost did she avoid the surrender? To retain the privilege of taking
from American merchant vessels a few straggling seamen, she en-
countered a three years’ war in which 2422 of her vessels were cap-
tured by the Americans ; more vessels probably than all the seamen
she had ever recovered by impressment! In return for these losses,
and for the cost of the war, and the consequent additions to her debt
and taxes, she retained a claim, which, for the last twenty-six vears,
she has not found it necessary to enforce. -

The last fifty years have been fruitful in wars, and. also in proofs
of their exceeding folly,  The impetuous and frantic proceedings of
the French Legislative Assembly, struck Europe with awe, and her
monarchs trembled on their thrones, while witnessing the indignities
cast upon the unfortunate Louis. It was supposed that the perma-

be the crew. If this encroachment of Great Britain is not provided against, the Uniled
States have appealed to arms in vain. If your efforts to accomplish it should fail, all
further negotiations will cease, and you will return home without delay,” Instrue-

Lions lo American Commissioners.— American State Paprs, vol, viii. p. 577.

Tn a subsequent letter of instructions it is intimated to the commissioners that
the treaty should secure wages from the British government to all American im-
pressed geamen who shall be discharged under the trealy!



28 WAR AND PEACE.

neney -of- all: monarchical: governments was involved in the future
fortunes of the French: king, ‘and ‘lience the ‘declaration at Pilnitz,
(22nd August, 1791,) by which Austria and Prussia virtually invited
the other powers of Europe, to unite with them in breaking the fetters
with which the! French 'people-had bound their sovercign. The
invitation not being aceoptedy the eiiiperor of Austrin and the king of
Prussin;resolved! td hasten alone to:the rescud of: their royal brother,
and us a' preliminhry step, isubmitted to 'TFrance ‘such demands as
plainly intimated an intention to resort, if necessary, to force, These
demands: probably hastened thie fate of him' in whose'behalf they were
made. - They were:answered by 'a-deeclaration” of: war, and in o few
months - Louis ‘was led ito' thei:ecaffolds The allied army invaded
France,:and 'were soon compelled to-retreat. 'They-were followed by
the enemy who gpread dismay through Germmw, and wrested the
thhellapds from the sway of Austria,: ¢ e
Great Britnin, on the execation of 'Louis, reealled her ambagsador
from Paris, and refused any longer ‘to ‘ackiowledge the French
minister at -her court; and was prepaving, without any justifiable cause,
to joih in:the meled ‘when her:intentions' were anticipated by the
eucrgetic leaders-of the new republic, - An Tinglish army wag sent to
the Continent, and driven from:it 'with disgrace. -
~ Prussia, wearied with defeat, soughtfor peace andobtained a treaty,
whicly, inktead:of le-vﬂtabltshmg the French monar chy, t mns{‘cm,d to
thie regidides @ portion-of herown dominions. S
Ausum, after u disastrous-war of 'six’ years, saw a victorious ariny
approaching her capital, and joyfully accepted peace ax a hoon,
although fnurchased at the cvpbnse of ‘the Netherlftmh aud ! portlon
of her Ttaliahi possessions, ¢ v s : -
England, descrted by her 'ﬂlu’,s, conlmucd tlm war with an obstinacy
that no cﬁpemence of its futlhty could: shuke, and ‘wlth a pride that
disdained to'inguire for' what'object it' was waged.' '
France,’ ti*mmphmw over every'encmy: acc-ﬁwblu- fo lier arms,
resolved, it her wantonhess of power, to plant her standards on the
Pyrmmds, and 'without ‘condescending to offer an excuse for assault-
ing an unoffending people; alrendy 1ooked ot the fand of the Pharaohs
as an appendage of the preat republlc. On the 10th of May, 1798,
the most formidable and magnificent armament that had ever been
equipped on the French shores took its departure for Egypt, Within
three months that proud fleet had been ca}:tmed, and-the army it
tr ansported WRS c;ubqequently wtm-nﬁd as pnsonms in the ver—sds of
their cnemies. ' * - A
“The Frerch troops having taken: possmsmn of the papal territories,
the king of Naples, alarmed by the proximity of such formidable
neig 1hours, although- without 'other ‘cause of complaint, thought it
etpeﬂlbat, for'the sue untv of lus own dominions, to throw down the
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eauntlet to the I'rench vepublic.  Tn o few months e found himself
n fugitive, and his kingdom for whose safety he had -declared war, i
the entire posqcsumu of his enemics, - .

The growing power.of France, which had been ﬁggmndlzed by
every cffort made to check. it, now excited an. allianceaganst it
between Austrin and Prussine. During the progeess of this new wany
the fortunate .soldicr who swayed. the destinies, of I'rance, proposed
pence to Great Britnin, That nation, safe in her Istand fortress, and
enarded by her wooden walls, had little to fear-from'.any continental
power., But seduced by the meteor of glory shie preferred war to
peace, and her people were burthened Wltll taxes, not.mervelyito main-
tain her own armaments; but.to. replenish the exhausted cofters of
Austria... That rash.and unfortunate state, weakened and. humiliated
by successive defeats, at Jast closed the contest she had commenced by
the i ignominious treaty of Luneville. . Prussia, likewise, after a mur-
derous counflict, concluded a peace wlich.gave no guarantee whatever
of her own safoty or thatof others.. .. - o0

England.was thus left to struggle alona wnh her gigantic foe. The
war she had provoked and.prolonged, contributed nothing to her
prosperity or security 3. and had in.truth no real object.but the gratifi-
cation of her national pride,: That. pride, however, was at.length
compelled to submit to the.inglorious: peace. of:-Amiens, by -which
England obtained, in.return for her prodigal expend;tum of blood and
treasure, Ceylon in the Iiast, and Trinidad. in. the West. Indics—

posqecsmns which would have been dearly. purclmsed at the. cost of
one ycar’s hostility, . ... .. b t

r r ] ' ‘ . b t " 1‘ I'F“

Such was .the result of' ten: .years’ awar, wage tl aﬂmmt ‘the Irench
republic, not to resist but to prevent aggression, ]Iaq the pawers of
Europo remained simply .on. the defensive, and. abstained from all
interference with the internal dissensions of I'rance, order.would soon
have succeeded to confusion, either.throngh the energy of some, suc-
cessful chieftain, or the.cstablishment of a regular.government... But
the attempis, made. to. coerce and,.cen(111e1n,F1'uuc_e; armed a -whole
nation in defence of its liborties,.and ereated that. military enthusiasm
and desperation whichy: like. ai. volennie: eruption,. hurst forth with
resistless fury, spreading terror and desolation in its course. . ~

Never had the precarious issue of war, been more forcibly taught to
mankind ; . but it was a lesson unheeded by Lurope, and least of all by
England. . Mortified by the failure of all her vast efforts to limit the
power of the new republic, confident. in her naval superiority, and
trusting to her pecuniary resources to enlist new allies in-her cause,
she panted to renew the contest from which she had so recently retirved.
When a war is desired.it is mrely difficult.to find pretexts to justity it,
In the present instance, however, Britain could not complain of any
infraction of the late treaty, as it.had been violated only. by herself.

* By the refusal to surrender Malta.
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Yrance had offered her no violence, nov was there proof that nny was
intended,  She’ wag therefore compelled to assume the attitude of
champion and protector of Turope, and, searcely twelve moauths after
the peace of Amicns, she renewed the war against France avowedly
on account of the grasping and inordinate ambition of her ruler, as
manifested in‘his recent encronchments on Switzerland and Pwdmant’
But the hostility of Grent Britain, instead of curbing the ambition of
Napoleon, opcned new paths for its splendid and adventurous. career,
and the petty encroachments which had excited her alarm were instantly
followed by the occupation of Ilanover, the patrimonial possession of
the house of Brunswick. " In the course of ¢ few months England he-
held, with amizement and diemay, arrayed on the opposite coast, a
numerous-foree, indicoting in the name it bore, ¢ Army of Bngland ?
the invasion it meditatel, The terror nspired by this ariny is evinced
by the preparations made to repel it.” To nearly 100,000 troops of the
line were added 80,000 disciplined militia, and about 300,000 volun-
teers. ¢ The land,” says a distinguished historian, ¢ secmed con-
verted into an immense ¢amp; and the Whole nation into soldiers.”
The mere expense of thess pl*:.,pm ations must far lave exceeded the
value of any néquisitions the nation could rationally have ilill,lf‘lp'lteil
from the war: ‘an: expense mcuncd by its 0w Wl“ll] rejcetion of the
blessings of pedce, ' - T |

The war; as we have stated, wis commenced to repress the ambition
of the: Flc sl rulersand, in léss than onc ycmpftcr its- dcclmutmn,
that ruler had ctclmhgéd thc trlmcheon of first Consul for the imperial
sceplro,: o S

Soon after his coronation,’ Bonaparte once mere offered peace to
England 3 but:hor passion for war led her not only again to refuse the
proferred” boon, but-to lavish'her wedlth in rchdlmg on the Conti-
nent the flames which had but just been extinguished,  An alliance
was formed between Great ' Britain,’ Anﬂ-trm, and Russia, against
France, - This new war wag annéunced by Napoleon to his senate on

the 22nd- Septemb'ér, 1805, nud on the 1‘3th November follomnrr, he
entered Vienna in tuumph -

The Russiang linsternéd 'to ‘the suceour of their unfortunate allv, and
ori the 2nd December the battle of Austerlitz dizsolved the confederacy,
and, in a few days after, the treaty of Presburg completed the humi-
liation of Austria, by dépl iving her of more than a million of square
miles of territory, and two and a half millions of subjects. .

With a folly bordering on insanity, Prussia now resolved to take
the field against a mt:on of whose eneray and strencth she had just
witnessed ‘such a tremendous exhibition. The grievances of which
she complained were trivial and utterly unworthy thie risk of an appeal
to-arms.” On the 1st of October; 1806, she 1ssucd hcr declaratwn of
war, wnd the campaign 1mmédmtc]y commenced. After gaining some

qclvautagcs, Bonaparte offered pence to ‘Prussia; but her infatuated
/
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monarch did uot deign to return an answer; and, on the 18th day
after his declaration of war, his power was prostrutcd in the battle of
Jena, he himsclf was o f'ngltwc, and his capital i the occupation of
the very enemy he had just defied.

At Berlin the French emperor issuad a deoree which was the begin-
ning of what was afterwards called the continental system: by which
all commereial intercourse F~tween Great:Britain aud France, and her
allies, was interdicted. 21 oporation of this system occasioned vast
loss rmd distress {o Lngland, and greatly aggravated tlm sufferingy
she endured from this unnecessary war,

The Russians had advanced to the support of Prussia ; but findine
their ally already conquered, immediately retreated. . They were pur-
sied by the victor, and a sories of murderous conflicts ensned, in one
of which 50,000 human heings perished. At length the treaty of
Tilsit gave pence to Prussia and Russia, and cmwcrted them from
ollics into cnemics to Great ritain, and supporters of lhe conti-
nental system.

Thus had Britain the mortlﬁcatlon of w:luessm{: the con]mons hep
subsidics and intricues had raised against France, serving only to
swell the trmmphs and augment the. power of hcr rival. . She had
renewed the war to resene Europe from the grasping ambition
of the first Consul, and yet, notwithstanding all  her mighty
efforts, that Consul ]md become emperor. of I‘rancc, and his brothers,
kings of IIolland, Naples and Westphalin; and Austria,. Prussia,
and Russia, had Lem_'ollgd themselves among his allies. . - Could peace
have rendered France more powerfu!, Luropec more enslaved, or
England hergelf more burthened and exposed.? .. e

Soon after the treaty of Tilsit, France and Russia jointly offered
peace to England, consentmg to leave her in . possession of- whatever
she had acquued in the course .of the war. - Bat agam wag the
blessing spurned, not because the rights of Britain .were in jeopardy,
hut bccau se the same boon was not alsatendered to Spain.and Sweden!
And on what, pr mmple of duty, on w hat plea. of, state expediency can
the continutance of the contest by Britain under. such circumstances
he justified 7 Had it been. in the power of: Britain to rescue Spain
and Sweden from the designs of their encmies, her right to shed her
own blood in defence of othcr nations might well be questioned. The
result of her former efforts as the champion of Turope ought to have
tanght her humility, and she was doomed soon to receive another
]esson not more gratifying to her pride. As if Providence designed
to 1ebuku her arrogance, only a few months elapqed after she had
lCJEClCd peace, that she anight extend her protection to Spain and
Sweden, before Madrid surrendered to the French empéror; an
English army was 1gnommwusly driven from the Peninsula,* and
Finland w:ested from Sweden beeare a provinee of Russia.

* Umler Siv John -Moore.
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“The infatuation of Ilnglaml communicated izclf to Austrine To
that power France had given no canse of cnmplamt since the treaty
of Prc%berg but lmd fmthfnlly observed all its-niticles.  Still Austria
found in the over mcreusmg power of anoluon n pretext for rencw-
ing lostilities ngmuat him. An army of 550,000 ‘men {lattered
Austrin with a glormus isstie to the war she commenced on the 9th
April, 1809. * In thirty days Vienna was once more in possession of
the French, and on the Gih July the Dbattle of - Wagram pluced the
house of Austrm, for the third time, at the inetey of Napoleon; and
for the third timo wAs peace purchased by prmhglom sacrifices. -

Surely  this brief retvospect of the wars arising from the Frencls
revolution is sufficient to humble the prideof human reason. We
ace nations voluntm'lly rusllmg to combat, rejecting pence: as an evil,
countmg war as @ blessing, spirning ﬂlL fessons of “¢xperience,. and
again and agnin seeking’ snfety atid power in the same paths which
had mpeatedly led tliem to defeat and spoliation. It has been very
far from our design in'this rotroupect to" justify the conduct o' the
great conqueror of Lurope. ‘The einds he pursied and' the means he
omplovetl were genamﬂy alike unlawful, but tlie lmpai*tlal iguirer
into his lustory will bié compelléd to adtmt that, for ‘very many of
the wara wqged agamat him, he lind ‘given no other provacation than
the posaessmn of great power and nwrdnmle dambition.” That his
power was augmented atid his ambition mdulgcd by the very assaults
of his cnemlcs cannot bé “questiohed § and unleds “we are greatly
deceived, our retrospect f'orclbly 1|lush'ates the little dependence that
can ranonaﬂy be placed on war as n means of nntional seeurity.

But it may be contended that the successwe defeats susthined by
Russia, Prussin, 'mul Austrm, wele owmn‘ to 'their inferiority in
military sitength and skill to their enemy ; “and tht the 'nation that
can bring in'o  the ﬁeld the most nurnerous and hest -appointed ‘army,
must mvunably he ‘suceessful,  Weic we to ndwit thie truth of this
assertion, it is, nevortheless obvmus, that unless’ the “"supetiority of
the army to wlu(,h victory s deatmed can be prewbusly fscertained,
war mu;,t wmam uudwested of nny portion of' its ‘uncer tumty But
if this supeuorlty can be discovered before thé contest is commenced,
how, we may ask, are we to account for the filct, thiat A'usttia, Russm,
and Prussin, were in numerous instances so rruevm\sl} deceived ?
The wars they waged against Irance were cither declared or
invited Dby themsclvea, and they must therefore have flattered
themselves' that they - had at least an even chance for success.
All history, however, and none more fully than that of I Vapoleon .
Limself, bears testimony to the great and instructive truth, that
thie battle is ‘not-always to- the strong, and .that no mlhlm*y force
or skill whatever, can enable the ey of man to penctrnte the future,
and distinetly to foresee the result of a single campaign. Does this

bold asserllon excite the smile of mcreduhty Teetve again nppeal to
/ .
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that mighty cnptum whoso astonishing exploits we have just recapi-

tulated. .. . . .
Napoleon, on hkmg 1! am'vny of Elll‘OpE ul'ter his Tast conquont of

Austrin, beheld the whole Continent cmutmg hig nlhauwo and protec-
tion, with. the single. exception of Spmn, in “]uch the arms and

‘_.l.

treasures of England, were, empluved in ﬁtlcntrlheumg o pnpu]m' resist-
ance .to lis wnll Ient on the destructlon of his msuiar foe who,
innccessible to his armies, was both, mdcfatmabie and 1mplacab]e n
her. hostility, he delormined to enforce, gainst her the continental

systent in, every country that coulq be conlrolled iuy his' power,
Russia-refused to submit to all the restrnctmns of this system,,and he

sternly resolved to compel; obedience, to_his manda'tél.m

‘The, preparations for. tlnv, war by Tranco etceede«l in_effective

M SN N N 140

strength .any the world, had ever mtnessed Grenter nambers’ may,
in ancmnt umeﬂ,;lmvp asuembled in, avms, hut, ]nstory alfurds no ren-
sou to believe that any hody of. men, were cver, anmoned tp 'the field
possessed. in as great.a degree of the const:tuentq ol‘ mlhta'ry power,
as the. army now collected by Napoqun. The gross amount of the

LI R |

regulav disciplined force of the empire, and 1{ dependetncws ;md allies
amounted to the nlmosL mm'cdlble number of' 137 000* I'1  this

mignty . mags. the emperar could] dmw at plr;asure to m_mntam the

el

war; and he selected about, half a mllhon to corTy the Fl:em,h eagleq

into the heart of Russm.{ ﬂ:hlﬂ prm}lllglouis'*11!1}11;1}5[‘1}4!? were mured to

arms,,.aud, accustomed to, victory, and weze, commamled npt by a
* Xerxes or: Davius, but by ong of. thc mogt pneféfq’plc sk ﬂfuf ind for-

tunate soldiers that Europe: h'ul eyer -..:féwnl Cmﬂ 1 }htai*y supe-
riority insure suceess, surcly N'lpD Lon WAS . Justtﬁeﬂ in his'confident

SRR L) RINEL 1. l"' )

anticipations,, of trinmph: and yct n‘lna f(,w months ﬂns mtﬂhty

moncich was_seen descrtmcf at nlgh!; thq tqu?]\ of hiis g arm mm ‘seek-
Vi 1 l..f bag i
ing safely in, ﬂlgllt undcr f bOl‘l‘OWg nam ¥ i‘l Isﬁﬂ’emms and
:

CEEY Cyivi s

destruction of this,onee. proud m'my;])e ong to }{stor . Bl}ﬂlce it §b say,
that 450 OOQ P(.l‘lshcd et o 1! 8 ‘. ‘1

1It.is unnccessry, to, trace {:l“'l'i]‘lffl't the prpg cils? hf this c'nlorable

war, which, it s well ll{HQWH, termmuted in_the éntire snanuﬂatlon
FoLen 1 Jffiifi; Iit, 1{ 't

and lluuulmtlop of ];‘ranlu ”J ip} ib cx:]e am} captivi y of het late

.'I'Ili r T 1 E

powerful emperor, of wllom it may | he smd w:th _morp truﬂi thfm of
the Swedish hem—- ‘ |

e 6 Ha loft aname at which thu workl grow, pule, - o
-+ ..t To,point.a moral, or adora o ta]e." "

".)f‘;‘-ﬂ‘*i: I"|

L%

“Happy would it be for mankind, would they learn the moral: wlnchp
the namée of Nupoleon sb: stmng]y enf'm‘ces, that- mlhtary;.pawer
cannot confer national happiness or secunt.y S

We have already noticed the pertmamt}r wnth wlnch Great Brltam
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prosecuted the war against . I'rance, : For thig protracted contest
which . lasted with a trifling intermission from 1793 to 1818, the
moralist will, w 1th_dlﬁicult3, find any. justifinble motive; or the con-
siderate statesman any adequate object. The private grievances of
which. she complained. were utterly insignificant, and, indeed; her
avowed reason fov refusing so often the proffers of pence was the
necessity of preserving the balance of power in Xurope by raising
barriers to the encroachments of France, Yet no dispassionate inves- .
tigator ,of the history of that. period .can doubt that the hostilities
excited by England on the Continent, weve the chief. cnuses of that
vast accumulation of power which. centred in the French cinperor.
To attain her object Great Britain expended, as is. said, the sum of
3,200,000,000 dollars, but it was spent in vain. The power of
Napolcon was, indeed, checked and finally destroyed, but not by the
arms of England, and his banishment to Elba was effected alinost
without the aid of a British musket, . |

British troops, indeed, caused his overthrow at Watm'loo, but had
there not been a British soldmr on the.Continent, there is no reason to
believe that he could have retained possession of a throne from <lach
he had once been driven, and which ‘was no longer guarded by the
affections of the people or the moral influence of uninterrupted
vietory, 1 | .

For her wanton waste of human life and lmppmecs, Great Britain
is now  suffering a severe retribution. . The whole nation groans
beneath a load of debt that represses industry and hus filled the king-
dom with murmuring and sedition.. Institutions which, till lately,
were the pride of Brltons, arc now' tottering. to their fall, and so far
as it.is permitted to human ken to penctrate the future, it belmlda the
shadows_of an approaching and poricntous revolution. For her
blood poured out like water, for the millions. wrung from her people
and lavished in subsidies and military equipments, Great Britain has
reccived no.one substantial. good ; aud. the vain-glorious prmlege of
pronouncing with exultation the names of n few victories, is her only
veward for her immense sacrifices, Lier present troubles, and her
gloomy fm'ebedmgs. . + S

But we may be told, that hawever foohsh and criminal may be wars
of ambition and conquest, yet that national liberty is a blessing worth
every sacrifice, and that war is often indispensable to its acquisition
and protection. Could liberty be always attained aud preserved by
war, there would certainly be often strong inducement to wage it: we
flatter ourselves, however, that we have already shown that the result
. of war is precarious, and that it often disappoints the most rational
expectations.  Would we consult the records of history, we should
find that war has proved far more frequently the foe than the friend of
frecdom. Rareb have usurpers triumphed over the liberties of thelr-
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country but by the sword. The ancient despotism of Trance was
overthrown by representative nssemblies awd a republic cstablished
on ite ruing, That republic was annihilated by an adventurous sol-
dier through the ageney of the army entrusted to him for its defence.
The liberties of England have heen nvqmlcd not by foree of arms, but
by the encrgy of pm'hamcnts. The ruin of almost every republic
that has been blotted from the list of nations, may be agcribed to the
military spmt fostered by its citizens.

That war is inr its nature adverse to political freedom, is not a dis-
covery of modern days. A Roman statesman long since declared that
laws were silent in the midst of arms, and the expericnce of ages has
converted the words into a proverb. Civil liberty requires the substi-
tution of laws for the will of the ruler; but in war, the will of the
ruler and of his'subordinates becomes the source of legitimate autho-
vity. - Salus populi is acknowledged as the suprema lex:; and the
bulwarks erected around the civil 11g]1t=3 of the citizen are all levelled
on the proclamation of martinl Iaw.’

Innumerable instances might be cited of the voluntary sacrifice of
constitutional liberty to the policy of iar,* and almost cvery cam-
paign produces its dictator. All history bears testimony to the natural
tendéncy of war to establish and' strengthen arbitrary power. The
pride and pomp of war; the unlimited power of the commander; the
gradations of rank and the blind mechanical obediénce exacted from
the troops, nll conspire to render an army a fit instrument of tyranny.

Happy would it be for our race, could it be said of armics as of per-
secutors of tlie Christian faith; that they-can only kill the body, and
after that have no more that they can do.  Alas! the souls as'well ns
the bodies of men'are sacrificed ift every eamprign, The acknowledged
demoralizing cffect of war necessarily results from the great dcn'ree in
which:those engaged in it are'withdrawn from the softening influences
of domestic hife, and from religious worship and instruction; as well
as from tha stzanlus given by hostilitics toall the mahgnant passions
of our nature, Famlllamy with violenze, cruelty and death, tends to
harden the heart ‘and- deprave the mind ; while the frregular admini-
stration of ptstmc amid the hazards and tumult of war, encourages
fraud and erime.” Surely no one who has examined the subject—who

* Few men h}wc ever heen more ]caluus of encroachinents on thmr rights than tho
fathors of the Amierican revolution, yet wore they frequently induced by the exigen-
cles of the contest in which they wore engaged to submit to most despotic measures
und to entrust to their delegates most dangerous powers, At one poriod of the revo-
lution no:citicen of the state of New York was permitted to pass from one county
into ancther without a _passport ;. and the convention of the samo state authorized a
~ committee, of three, to send for persons and_ papers—to call out detachments of
the mﬂltla—-tu appmhend 1mpnson, ‘and banish whom they thought proper—to im.
pose’secrecy on those they employed—to make draughts on the treasury, and to rawl,,
officgrs and employ ns they pleased 220 soldjers, -

c2
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han listened to, the testlmony of history and obgervation, will deny that
in the long and glooming train of the attendants on war, ave always to
be found t]le worm that dleth not, and the ﬁre that shal never be
quenched L i ,

In the pohey o_f" n‘ajzl_ons no. moxlm 1S .mare unlversfﬂly recewed
witit full and undoubting conﬁdence in its truth than that ¢ to pre-
serve peaee 1t 13, necegsary to be prepn'e(l for war.” But the wisdom
of man s foolishness with, God, angd; upon few maxims of wovldly
w:sdom has Prewdenee more mdehbly mlpresse the stamp of folly
and of_ .,f'o.,lee_l}eo‘di The maxim is founded in ;gnoraneo or forgetful-
ness of the depravity of human nature, . It supposes that aggression
will be prevented ;by the. pawer to repel, it, while the incitement to
aggression by, the power to,commit it, is wholly overlooked.. Tt is not
true that. military preparanon prevenle assaults. .. The very possession
of power provokes enyy, jealousy, and hatred, and thns invites hostility.
When has Europe beheld a nation, more thoroughly, prepared for war
than France under. Napoleon ;, and when has any, nation,.in the same
periad. of time, been more frequently and violently attacked * 7 History
affords no etamPIe”ef a, pation, so..powerful as 1o be, exempted from
enemies. On the other hand, great military strength has certainly no
tendency, to encourage; -pacific dispositions in.its poss:ssor—while .the
nature of. man remains unchanged, his cupidity, oppression and in-
justice, will: ordmarll_y ;be proportloned to his means of indulging them ,
and those nations, will be most frequently"eugaggd{.m wat “jho, are
most, competent to wage it. .. . TP TRTT A SIS S

- From; the, commencement of  the 18t11 century Great Bntmn,
Franee, and Russia, .have. ;been the most . formldable powers; in
_Eurepe, while Hollend Denmark, and . Portugal have ranked among
the mynor states. From 1700, to the general peace, in 1815, these
countries.had been, engage( n, W ay, as follows, vi

phy *oo S T b b

Great Britain - - - - 69 yeal'
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Tlne Blatement, however ]mmllmtmg to the moral cho,raetel‘ of

mankind, affords_some lmpresswe lessons., Tt. teaehes us the awful
prevalenee of war, and, of conyse, the (luty of Chrlstmns to, labour
{or its stppression ; ond it reveals the 1mporlant tm:]l, the morq im-
-'porlant from. our, mdnspesumn to heheve it, that in, the nghteous_
retribution of Prov:denoe, those _natnona whnch mosr culuvqte the em ~
statement we o,lso lemln the folly of the opmlon w]neh hasIl e, eum*ent
in, all ages, , thet nattonal power la condl}ewe lo matlonal lmppmoss.
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To extend the limits and augment the vesources of his native country
has ever been thc'aspimtibil’éf the patriot, and a nation’s s gratitude is
claimed for him, who,'by 'policy or force, adds another province to
the national domain. The importance attached by statesmen to
national wealth, population and military i'é‘s'oiii'ceh; arises from’ the
wretched dehlmo’d taut' national h"lppmeBS can’ only be insured by
force of arms:’ But what truth” cai be more cbvious than 'thas
national happinese is merely the arrgl'eg:ato happmess of individuals,
and surely the linppiness 'of individuals rests on ‘other grounds than
the revenues, fleets, and hriniés’ of the" gm ernment to ‘which they are
subject: - Military power has no niccessary ‘tonnexion’ with the general
diffusion “of vxi‘tue, education, and’ frecdom, the clements of human
happiness ;°itis, on’ the ‘tontrary, but too’ often the instriiment of a
barbarous and debﬁsmg despotlsm. The actual'amount of individual
and doinestic suffering in' Franee, - while Napoleon ‘was" arbiter of
Europe, was | pl'obably gréater than ‘any under any othér sovereign
who had cver wielded' the: Freneh sceptre’; and who can doubt for a
moment, that thére is’ comparatively ‘more comfort, and’ less misery,
in the dlmmutw‘e shte 6f Connectlcut”ﬂl'm in the mlghty cmplre of
Russia 27 " SR A

“The' last, plen that can’ b2 uvged 'in ‘behinlf of war, s, that it is .
mdlspensable in-self-defetice. To this we' l'ep]?' that every war is pro-
fessedly defenswe, whilé scircely tny’is 80 in fact, It will Ve difficult
to specify’ a single ‘instancd ‘it which &' war “might 1ut have been
averted by honest and sincere negotiation, ‘or"by u sacrifice far less
costly to  cither party than ‘the' prosecutwn of hdshlltles.' Let ‘it be
remembéred; thit p*'eelse]y the'same plea is* '‘advanted in‘vindication
of" dhel]mn"- a plea“ e all i knOW"be ulterlv 'falgel’ * War s
national duellmg, in which' each party'is cxtiosed to ‘calamities in-

Tie |

comparabl} more e dreadful’ than” the’ grlevance’s thev are seeking to
redress, 'Y R
Surely, the facts we have adduced confirm the truthy of Jefferson’s
assertlon, that “ "W'u' is an instrument entively iiiefficient toward
redressing .vt*ongs—-lt muluphes, instead of 1ndefnﬁif‘j"' lossus.,”
But afer all’ tlmt can pe said against war;‘afid fter the fullest
‘admlssmn of its’ folly, cruelty, and wwkedness, still' the question
recuis, how can'it’ be preventbd" Tt would' e’ an lmpeachment of
‘the’ divine econoﬁiy to supposé that an ‘evil so‘dreadful; was insepar-
ably'and mé itabl 7 connected with Timan 'society. \Ve are mf‘ormed
by divine autlwuty, that ‘wars I'iroceed from ot
:a]thohgh itatural 16 us; are fiot’ unconguerablé,” He who' admtts the

ﬁ'ee"afrency of' man, mll not readlly allow tlnt ul:hcr mdm(]uals or

» Pk o,

tian’ 15rmcnples nmst neceﬂsarlly extérminate wars) as well as-all other
WYY TIRE

niionil crimes, and hience we'dré informed, by Tevelation, that whe.

h
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righteousness shall cover the earth, ¢ the nations shall learn war no
more.”’

And are we to wait, it will be inquired, till this distant and un-
certain period, for the extinction of war? We answer, that revelation
affords us no ground to expeet that all mankind will be previously
governed by a sense of justice, but that, on the contrary, there 18
ubundant reason to believe that the regeneration of the world will be
a gradual and progressive work. Civilization and Christianity are
diffusing their inducnce throughout the globe, mitigating the suf-
ferings and multiplying the enjoyments of the human family. Free
institutions are taking the place of feudal oppressions; education is
pouring its light upon minds hitherto enveloped in all the darkness of
ignorance ; the whole system of slavery, both personal and political,
is underminod by public opinion, and must soon be prostrated; and
the signs of the times assure us, that the enormous mass of crime and
wretchedness, which is the frnit of' intemperance, will, at no very
remote period disappear from the carth. And can it be possible, that
of all the evils nnder which humanity groans, -twar is the only one
which religion and civilization, and the active philanthropy of the
present age, can neither remove nor mitigate? Such an opinion, if
aencral, would be most disastrous to the world, and it will now be
our endeavour to prove that it is utterly groundless.

Individuals possess the same natural right of sclf-defence, as nations,
but the organization of civil society renders its exercise, except in very
extreme cases, unnecessary, and therefore criminal, A citizen is in-
jured in his person or property—were he to attem)t to redress his
wrong, a forcible contest would ensue, and as the result would be un-
certain, the injury he hadalready sustained might be greatly aggravated.
Instead therefore of resorting to force, he appeals to the laws, His
complaint is heard by an impartial tribunal, Lis wrongs are redressed,
he 13 scenred from farther injury, and the peace of society is preserved.

No tribunal, it is true, exists for the decision of national controver-
sics 3 but it does not, therefore, follow that none can be established.

We have often seen extensive national alliances for the prosecntion
of war, and no sufficient rcason can be assigned why such alliances
might not also be formed.for the preservation of peace. 1t isobvious
that war might instantly be banished fromn Europe, would its nations
regard themselves as members of one great society, and, by mutual
consent, erect a court for tue irial and decision of their respective dif-
ferences. But such an agreement, we are told, is impossible. That
the immediate or early cstablishment of such a court is impossible, we
are not disposed to deny, since time would be necessary to enlighten
and direct public opinion, and produce general acquiescence in the
plan, as well as to arrange the various stipulations and gaarantees that
would be requisite. It is not surprising that those who suppose such

F 4
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a tribunal can only be established by a simultancous movement nmong
the nations who are to continue warring with cach other till the smnul
1s given for universal peace, should be stultled at the boldness and ab-
surdity of the project. Of such a project we are wholly guiltless.
We have no hope or expectation, in the present state of the world, of

& general and simultancous negotiation throughout Cllllﬂtf}!ld{)nl in
behalf of  tribunal for the decision of national difterences and the
suppression of war, Such o movement can only be expected after an
cxtensive although partial abandoument of the military policy ; and
must be decmanded and eftccted by the pacific sentiments of mankind.
We have no hesitation, therefore in avowing our belief, that, under
existing circumstances, the idea of a congress of nations for the ex-
tinction of war, is utterly chimerical. But both reason and experi-
ence warrant the hope that some one nation may set an example which,
through the blessing of Providence, may be made instrumental in
ushering in the reign of universal peace.

But by whom and in what manner, it will be asked, is this ex-
ample toboset? It may be a feeling of national vanity,and it may be
an inference froin the peculiarities of history, position, aud institutions,
that leads us to hope that to the United States will be reserved the
happiness and glory of teaching to mankind the blessings of peace and
the means of securing them. |

The American government was the first to prohibit the slave-trade,
and the first abolition of negro slavery was effected in our Northern
states ; and to this country justly belongs the origin of the temperance
reformation. The local situation of cur Republic, and the nature of
her foreign relations, scem to indicatz her as the first of the nations of
the carth by whom the sword is to be sheathed, to be drawn no more.
No nation has less reason to covet the possessions of others, or to ap-
prchend the loss of her own, At peace with all the world, we are
placed in circumstances peculiarly favourable for the experiment of a
policy avowedly and permanently pacific. At the same time, our
widely diffused commerce, our extended territory, and our rapidly in-
creasing population, all unite in attracting observation, and will ne-
cessarily give to the experiment, if successful, a powerful influence
with other nations,

But still the question recurs, kow is the experiment to bo made?
Certainly, in the way least likely to excite alarm and opposition.: 'In
every effort to promote the temporal or spiritual welfare of mankind,
we ought to view their condition as it really is, and not as in our opi-
nion it ought to be—and we should consult expediency as far as we
can do so, without compromising principle. Wilberforce and his as-
sociates were, from the first, fully sensible of the cruelty and injustice
of West India slavery, yet they forebore taking any mcasures for its
removal till they had accomplished the abolition of the slave-trade ;
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being well -assured that by :pursuing both .objects al the samoe time,

. they would exeito a combined. opposumn that would prove insur-

f

\

mottntable. . . o | ~ TS R PR R R '

- Any attempt . to- persuade Congrcss to abmulun all mlhtm'y prepa-
ration,.to disband the army, to sell the navy, to raze the forts which
protect our harbours,.and to proclaim to the world that the United
States would nover. again- take arms. to repel.invasion‘or to enforce
their rights,:would.-only quicken into new wgour the military preju-
dices of the community. Letius.then inquire whether a mode for
prescrving .peace may not. be .devised that will:shock no prejudice,
and excite no-reasonable alarm,. . - .0 L

Of .all.the nations with whom we have relations, none, perhups,
enjoys in.an equal degrec:our good:will as our first and ancient ally.
Between. us. and. Franco ‘no-rivalry exists in' commerce ot manufac-
tures; and we perccive at present no prospect of an interruption of that
harmony which has so long marked the intercourse of the two nations.

Suppose in our next {reaty with I'rance an articlo were inserted of
the following import—¢¢ Lt: is agreed: between- the contracting -partics
that if, unhappily, any controversy shalliercafter arise between them
in respeet to. the: true. meaning:and intention of any stipulation in this
present treaty,.or./in. respect: taiany-other: subject; which controversy
cannot. b, sntisfactorily adjusted- by ncgotiation; neither party shall
resort to hostilities agninst. the:gther; but:the matter in dispute, shall,
by a special convention, be submitted to the arbitrament of one or more
friendly powers; and the: pprtics- hereby .agree to abide by the award
which may be given in pursuyance of snch submission.” "

To what:well-founded: oljection: could such a stipulation be subject?
It i3 true, treaties of this kind.have been but of rare occurrence, but
all experience is in-their favour,.. Vattel remarks, (Law of Nations,

-book ii.ichap, 18,) .4¢. Arbitration .is. a method very reasonable, very

conformable to the law of nature, in determining differcnces-that do

‘not directly..interest the safely: of the:nation. . ‘Though the strict right

may. be mistaken by the arbitrator, ¢t 25 still more to be jeared that it
will be overnhelned .by. the fate of -arms. . The Swiss have had the
precaution in.all their.alliances among . themselves, and: even in those
they have contracted with the neighlouring powers, to: agree before-
hand on the manner in which their disputes were to be submitted to
arbitrators in casc they could not adjust them in an amicable maniner,
T'his nnse precaution has_not a liltle contributed to mamntain the Hel-
vetic Republic in-that flourishing state .which secures ils liberty and
renders it respectable throughout Lurope.” . SR

But, it may be said, One nation ought not to permit another to sit
in judgment on her rlghts and.claims.: Why not? Will the decision
be less consistent with justice, for being. lmpartlal and ' disinterested ?
It is.a maxim. conﬁrmed by unwersal experience, that no man should

-i" {-
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bo a judge in his own ciusc: and are nations less under the influence
of passion and interest than-individuals-——nay, ave they not less under
thie control of moral obligation? Treatics have often been violated by
statesmen who would have shrunk from similar perfia v in ther private
contracts. Is it to be supposad that Sweden or Russia, or onc of the
South American Republics, in a controversy between us and France,
without the slightest bias of interest, and with the observation of the
civilized world dirccted to her decision, would be less likely to pro-
nounce a fair and righteous opinion than cither France or ourselves?

But we can decide our own controversies. That is, we can go to
war and take our chance for the result. - ¢ It is an error (says Vattel),
no less absurd than pernicious, to say that war is to decide controver-
sies between  those who, as is the casc of nations, acknowledge no
judge. It is power or. prudence, rather - than . »ight, tlmt victory
usually declares for.” - |

The United States, as we have secn, chose to dec1de for herself the
controversy about impressment by appealing to the sword. In this
appeal they, of. course, placed no reliance on - the- reasonableness,
humanity, and justice of their demand, since such considerations could
have no mfluence-on the fate of *battle..* They depended solely on
their capacity to inflict more-injury than they would reecive, and this
balance was to turn the scale in their favour. But it so -happened that
Greai Britain, far from. offering to purchase peace by relinquishing
the practice. of impressment, sccmed: rather disposed to continue the
war, and we finally thought it most .expedient to conclude a’ treaty
having no reference to the matter in dispute. -

L.t us now suppose that a Stlpulﬂtlt)n similar to-the one we have
proposed with France, had, in 1812, existed between the United
States and Great Britain, - The question of impiessment would then
have been submitted to one or more fnendly powers in somethmg hke
the following form: -... . | . |

¢¢ Grreat Britain c]mms the right of' takmg her own secamen in time
of .war, out .of neutral vessels, on the high seas ; -and she accords a
similar richt to all other nations, The *Unit'ed States, on the con-
trary, claim.that their Hag shall protect all who sail under it;ivhether
British deserters or u;hers, and they further objeet to the right
claimed by Gueat Brztam, on account of the abuses necessauly con-
nected with its. exercise in reference {» American vessels, in con-
sequence -of the great similarity in language and appearance of the
seamen of the two nations, whereby American seamen are frequently
impressed, under the pletence, whether real or aﬂ'ected that they are
British . subjects.”. core

. It 13 scarcely: possible that the: umplres could have given any de-
cision .on this -question, so injurious. to- either party, as was the
prosecution of the war, .. Had the claims of Britain been confirmed,
some American scamen would, no doubt, have been compelled



42 WAR AND PEACE.

occagionally to serve in the British navy ; hut as the British govern-
ment claimed no right to detain such, and always professed their
readiness to suri.nder them when proved to be Amaricans, the abuse
would not probably have been carric? to a very great extent, and
regulations might have been made to lessen, if not prevent, it alto-
gether. But, after all, how small would bec the number of such
compared with the .thousands who perished in the war; and how
insignificant their sufferings. rcsulting from serving on bomrd a
British. instead of an American vessel, when weighed against the
burdens, the slaughters, the conflagrations, inflicted on their country
by the contest. If, on the other band, the decision had been in our
favour, Great Britain would have lost a few seamen from her marine,
but she would have saved the lives of a far greater number, and she
would have saved: an amount of treasure which would have com-
manded the services of an hundred fold as many sailors as she could
ever hope to recover by impressment. |

It is not probable that the umpires, uninfluenced by passion or
prejudice, would have sanctioned, without qualification, the claims
of cither party. Desirous of doing justice to each, they would not
unlilkely have regarded the British claim as warranted by the mari-
time law of Europe, but as:causing in its exercise injuries to the
United States to which no European nation was exposed. They
would, therefore, have endeavoured to compromise the conflicting
claims by requiring' Great Britain to abstain from impressing any
scamen whatever from American vessels. - On the other hand; as a
compensation to Great Britain for relinquishing her right in defer-
ence to the security of :American seamen, they might have called on
the United States to pay to Great Britain such a sum as, upon
investigation, might be decmed a full equivalent .for the services
of such of her sailors as might enter the American marine.

Such an award would not have been acceptable to either party, and
yet it! would have promoted -the.interests of both far more than the
war which they fruitlessly waged against each other:.

Indeed, we can scarcely anticipate any future national difference
which it would not be more safe-and prudent to submit to arbitration,
than to the chance of war. However just may be our cause, however
united our people, we cannot foresee the issue of the conflict, nor tell
what new enemies we may be called to encounter, what concessions
to make. . - o

We have already partially commenced the experiment of arbitration
by referring three of our disputes to as many European-sovereigns.
A question relative to the interpretation of the last treaty of peace
with Great Britain ‘was referred to the emperor of Russia, and
decided in our favour, The king of the Netherlands made an award
on the subject of the boundary line between us and Canada, which

=
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was, in fuct, a compromise unauthorized by the terms of submission,
and satisfactory to ncither, but fur less injurious to either than would
have been ono month’s hostility. A war with Mexico has lately
been averted by a reference of the matters in dlspute to the king of
Prussia, ~

France also has s'mcnoned the punmp]e of arbltratlon in her treaty
of peace with Mexico, negotiated in 1839, Each party preferred
claims against the other for allcged injuries, and, instcad of continuing
the war for the enforcement of these claims, they terminated their
hostilities, and, by treaty, agreed to refer the decision of these claims
to ¢ a third power,” thus giving to othcl‘ nations a novel and most
sa]utary example.¥

It is one of the auspicious signs of the times, that the importance
of adopting some plan for averting war is beginning to attract the
attention of American legislators. *

In 1838, the Legislature of Massachusetts passed a resolution,
declaring it to be “‘the duty of all civilized communities to unite in
the adoption of any practicable plan caleulated to effect so noble an
object as the abolition of war, and the preservation of peace among
the nations of the earth;” and they expressed the opinion that a
congress of nations for the establishment of a tribunal for the seitle-
ment of national controversics, was a schemé deserving the consider-
ation of enlightened governments. These resolutions were directed
te be laid before Congress and the several state legislatures.

The same year an able report was presented to the House of Repre-
sentatives of the United States by the committee on foreign relations
on the subject of a congress of nations for the suppression of war.
The committee pointed out the obstacles in the way of such a congress,
but they recommended ¢ & »eforence to a third power of all such con-
troversies as can safely be confided to any tribunal unknown to the
constitution of our couniry. Such a practice (say the committee)
will be followed by other powers, and will soon grow up into the cus-
tomary law of civilized nations.”

Notmthstandmg the wisdom and: humanity of the recommendation
of the committee, there is too much reason to fear that it will often be
unheeded by the parties to a controversy, after their feelings have be-
come Irritated and their passions inflamed. Something more than 2
recommendation is wanted to prevent a national conflict. ‘No plan
will be effectual in suppressing war that does not, in time of peace and
good will, anticipate future differences, and provide for their accommo-
dation. The plan we propose is of this character, and its practicabi-
lity arises from its extreme simplicity.

A treaty with France like the one we have descrlbed would exert
* See treaty concluded at Vera Cruz, March, 1839.

t ‘This report is ascribed to Mr, Legare, the chairman of the committee, and the
present Attorney General of the United States. ‘
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an.influcnce. far -boyond the two nations immediately affected by it.
The importance:of the United States would be iminediately raised in
the estimation of Yurope, because it would be seen and felt that what-
ever nation might enter into gollision with us, it could not expeet the
aid of France, but.thaty under all circumstances, we should continue
Lo enjoy: the. friendship’ and commerce of our ancient aind powerful
ally. ... These considerations -would not be without their effect upon
England...i She has colonies near us which we may capture or essen-
tially injurey:and which cannot -be defended by her but at greatexpense
and inconvenience.: + A war with us must ever be undesired by her,
since, in sich a contest, she has much te lose and very little to gain.
Our treaty.with Francc would, moreover, deprive England of the aid
of the anly nation in: Europe that could afford her very important as-
sistance-in'a war against us. . - She would, therefore, find it her interest
to avail hersclfiof a st.nilar treaty, and thus'secure to herself an unin-
terrupted and lucrative- commerce, and protect her Canadian posses-
sions from the assaults of aipowerful neighbour.

~ Once assurediby such treaties of permanent peace with France and
Britain,iwe:should find .ounalliance ‘courted 'by - the other powers of
Europe, whoiwould not readily consent that these two nations should
alonc have guarantced :to: them: continted pcace and comnmerce with
the United Statesi: - Hence;:there can‘be no doubt that they would
cheerfully enter- Into 'similar treaties withus. =~ Under such circums-
stances -we might: offer tolour- South American  neichbours the same
stipulations with full confidence of their cordial acceptance.

And will:it.be said that al] this is-visionary and impossible?  Let
it be remembéred, the planwe propose violates no principle-of human
nature, and is founded,not oniany supposed- reformation in the pas-
sions, and, prapensities of: mankind; but upon obvious principles of na-
tional policy, deduced: from reason and experience; and susceptible of
the plainest demonstration.: ~ It is:a’plan adapted to the existing 'state
of civilized:society;and accommodated to ithe passions'and’ prejudices
by which: that society-is influenced. ./ It:is; indeed, perfectly consistent
with theprecepts of Christianity; but it is:also in accordance with the
selfish dictates-of worldly policy. Tt-interferes'svith'no military pre-
parations, and it offends no plﬁjlldlce of the most u]tra advocate of
pacific prmmplcs. - s e

. To-this plan-we can imagine only one plaustble objection, which is,
that such: treaties: would not'be observed.- It is readily admitted that
if the.only:guarantee for their faithful performance consisted' in the
virtue and integrity of statesmen.and politicians, the confidénce to be
reposed.in- them would be but faint. :Happily, however, we have a
far .stronger guarautee ‘in- national "interest, and in public opinion.
Every government that felt disposed to violate such a treaty would be
conscious that by:doing: so-it would be sacrificing substantial interests

!
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for precarious advanfages; exchanging the blessings of -continued
peace for the hazavds and calamities of war. It would, indeed, re-
quire some very powerful.temptation to induce a people to forego the
peace, security, and exemption, from -military burdens conferred by
such a treaty. .Public opinion, moreover, would unite, with: self in-
{erest in preserving these treaties inviolate.. A government who, for
the purpose of avoiding war, had :pledged its faith to abide by the
award of umpires would, by going to war in defiance of-that award,
and in.palpable violation of its solemn: ecngagements, shock: the moral
sense of mankind, and would probably disirust even -its .own subjects.
At the present day all governiments are.move or less controlled by pub-
lic opinion ; and the progress of education and the power of the press,
enables every individual- to sit in. judgment on the conduct of his
rulers. Such a war would:be odious, because it would be felt by all to
be unjust-and dishonourable, . It would also.be reprobated by the
umpires, whose decision would thus be contemned, and by every nation
which had entered into a similar treaty. It ought,.also; to be remem-
bered that each new treaty would tend to.secure-the observance of all
the preceding. oncs,-as each nation would feel that the value of its own
treaty would greatly depend on the. faithful performance of all the
others ; since, if one were. violated . with impunity, the power of the
others to preserve peace would necessarily- be iweakened.: i In-short,
such a war would.most probably be. plevenfed or speedily terminated
by the interference of other. powera interested in enforcing treaties for
the preservation of peace.... . . - e P TS
But, surely, it would be the he:ght of fully to refuse entering into
an advantageous treaty, because it. might possibly - be violated. “What
profitable commercial treaty was ever.r¢jected:on this ground? Even
admitting the case supposed, .our local: situation,. our. papulation, and
resources, relieve. us from all danger of .a.sudden- and ‘hostile-attack.
No future enemy of the. United States! will ever-indnlge the idea of
conquest, and the only scrious. consequences we could-apprehend from
hostilities, would. be the. interruptiou. of'. our- commerce; while ‘the
nation, strengthened in.all its resounrces; by : her' past.exemption ' from
war, could immediately. place:itself in the attitade . of defence.:!:
+ Dismissing then all idle fears that these tredties honestly con-
tracted, and obviously condncive to the highest interests of the parties,
would not be observed, let us .contemplate the rich.and -splendid
blessing they wonld confer on our.country. - :Protected :from  liostile
violence.by a moral defence,: more..powerful than all the armies-and
navies of Burope, we might,. indeed, :beat. our:swords into-plough-
shares, and our spears into. pruning. hooks.: The millions. .now: ex-
pended. in.our military cstablishments . could -be: applied ‘to- objeots
directly. ministering .to ‘human. convenience and happiness. - Our
whole militia system,.with its long train: of. vices: and ' its vexatious

. i
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interruptions of . labour would be swept away. The arts of peace
“would alone be cultivated, and would yield comforts and enjoyments
in a profusion and perf‘ectwn of which mankind has witnessed no
parallel. In the expressive language of seripture, our citizens would
each ¢ sit under his own "vine and under his own fig-tree, with none
to make him afraid,” and our peaceful and happy republic would be
an example to all lands. | '

It 18 impossible-that a scene so bright and lovely should not attract
the admiration and attention of the world. .The extension of eduea-
tion in Europe, and' the growing freedom of her institutions, are
leading ber population to think, and to express their thoughts. The
rovernments of the castern’ continent, whatever may be their form,
are daily becoming more and more sensitive to popular opinion.
The people, already restive under their burdens, would soon discover
that those burdens would be reduced, if not: wholly removed, by the
adoption of the American policy, and they would - mqulre why they
were denied the blessings of peace, = Before long some minor states
would commence the'expériment, and the example would be followed
by others. In time thesc treaties would be merged in more extensive
alliances, and a greater number of umpires ‘would be selected ; nor is
it the vain liope of idle credulity that at last a union might be formed
of every Christian nation for guaianteeing the peace of ¢ Christendom,
by establishing a tribunal for the adjustmeént of national dlﬂ'erences
and by preventing ‘all forcible resistance to its decrees. -

It is'ubnecessary to-discuss the character and powers with which
such a tribunal should be -invested.” Wheénever it shall be- scriously
desired, “but: little difficulty will be cxperienced: in placing ‘it on u
satisfactory - basis. ‘That such a court, formeéd by a congress of
nations in obedience to thie gencral wish, would; next to Christianity,
be the richest gift ever bestowed by heaven .upon ‘a suffering world,
will scarcely be: quesncmed bv any’ who have patiently aml candldly
mveshgated the'subject, 7~ - i - - ST

"But many; while admlttmg the expedicney’ of the p]an We pPropose,
will be tempted to despair of its adoption. That many-and formidable
difficulties must be encountered in-inducing this or any other govern-
ment to engage to . 1bmit all its future claims and grievances to arbi-
tration cannot be. denied.: But similar difficulties have been ' ex-
| pe1'ienced and surmounted. 'The abolition of the slave-trade and the
suppressxon of intemperance were once as apparently hopeless as the
cessation of war, - Let ns-then once more recar, for -instruction and
encourpgement, to the course pursued’ by the friends of freedom and
of temperance. Had the British abolitionists employed themselves
in addressing memorials to the various courts of Europe, soliciting
them' to unite in & general agreement to “abandon the' traffic, thele

can he no doubt that they would have laboured in vain, and: spent
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their strength for nought. . They adopt the wiser plan of awakening
the consciences, and mfmmmg the understandmgs of their country-
men, and persuading them to do justice and love mercy; and to set
an example to the rest of IEurope, infinitely more eflicacious than ail
the arguments and remonstrances which reason and elorjuence could
dictate., |

In vain mmht momhsts and plll]ﬂﬂﬂllﬁplStb have declaimed for
ages on the evils of drunkenness. had no temperance society heen
formed till all mankind were ready to adopt a pledge of total absti-
nence. The authors of the temperance reformation did not lavish their
strength and resources in attempting to convince the world, but they
commenced at home, and, forming. themselves into a temperance
society, gave a visible proof that the principle they recommended was
both practicable and salutary. And, surely, if we desire to convince
mankind that war is an unnecessary cvil, it is indispensable that we
- should be able to point them to some instance in which ‘it litis been
safely dispensed with; nor can we hope to persuade the people of
Europe while our own countrymen remain unaflected by our facts and
argnments. :

Here, then, must be the ﬁeld of our. labours, aml let those labours
be guickened by the reflection, that while they.are aimed. at the happi-
ness of the human race, . they are calculated to, confer on our beloved
country a moral sublimity. which no wo: Idly glory ean approach.

But what means shall we use ? | The same by which the commerce
in human beings was abolished, and which are now driving intempe-
rance from the carth—voluntary associations, the pulpit, and the press.
Let the friends of pcace concentrate their exertions in peace societies
—-let the ministers of the Prince of Peace inculcate universa: love,
and call upon their hearers to engage in this, blessed work ;, and let
the press proclaim,.throughout the lnngth and breadth of the land,
the folly, the wickedness, and the horrors of wvar; and let it eall on
the people to petition their rulers to secure, by treaty, the future peace
of. the country. .In:the first treaty that shall be formed for. this pur-
pose we shall. behold the:dawn of. that;. rr]orious day, the theme of
prophets and the asPu'atmn of saints, when, ¢ nation-shall not lift up
sword against natlon, neither shall they learn war any more.”

"The plcsent age is propitious to the .enterprise, It is an age of
energy and of freedom. -All the powers of mind are in full activity,
and every eye and every ear is cpen to the reception of new truths.
Science and philanthropy. are daily achieving trinmphs which the past
century dared not imagine. The world 1s no longer governed . by
princes and senates, but by public opinion. Yet this despot wields
only.a delegated authority, and each individual, however humble, can
enhance or -diminish his power., Who then will refuse his aid to en-.
able this.-mighty potentateto say to the. troubled. nations, peace, be



48  WAN AND PEACE. -

still ; and to compel the rulers of the earth to stay the slaughter. of
their subjects by veferring their disputes to another tribunal than the
sword ?

In this cause every man can labour, and and it is & cause in which
interest and duty call upon every man to labour.  But it is a cause
which peculiavly claims the zeal and devotion of Christinng, They
ave the servauts of Him who is not only the mighty God, the ever-
lasting Father, but the Prince oF Prace. They know that war is
opposed to all his attributes, and contradicts the precepts of his word.
Conscience gives her sanction to the means we have proposed, and
propheey assures us of the accomplishment of the object to which they
are directed. Why then will not Christians use the talents and influ-
ence given them from above to effect this blessed consummation? Let
them not plead in excuse for listlessness and indifference, that it is God
alone who ¢ maketh wars to cease to the end of the earth.”” In the
moral government of the world, the purposes of its Almighty ruler
are. accomplished by his blessings upon human means. He has
promized that richteousness shall cover-the whole earth, and, in reli-
ance on this promisc, his servants are now bearing ithe everlasting
gospel to all nations, and kindreds, and tongues, and people.” He has
also promised that nations shall learn war no more, and, in his faith-
fulness, we have all the incentive which certainty of ultimate success
can give to human exertion. And in what cause can the energies of
Churistian benevolence be more appropriately exercised? To arrest
the practice of war 18 lo stop the effusion of human blom] and the

peace, and comfort, and happiness, through the great fimily of man
—it is to foster the arts and scicnces which minister to the wants of
society—it i3 to check the progress of vice—to speed the advance of
the gospel—to resct.e immortal souls from endless misery, aud to
secure to wultitudes of our fellow-men a felicity as durable £s it is
inconceivable.

For him who, in faith and zeal, labows in this great and ho]y' cause,
-a rich reward is reserved. While doing good to others he is k:imself
a participator in the blessing he bestows, The very exercige of his
benevolent affections affords a pure and exquisite delight; and when
he enters the world of peace and love, he shall experience the full
import of those cheering but mysterious words, ¢ Blessed are the
peace-makers, for they shall be called the children of God.”
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