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PREFACE.

JoHN JaY's public services extended over and beyond
the formative period of our national life——from 1774
to 1801. During those twenty-seven years he devoted
himself to varied important duties with a zeal, fidelity,
ability, and success that from the beginning of his ca-
reer entitled him to rank with the distinguished fathers
of the Republic and framers of its Constitutional
system. The several official positions he occupied
called out his. talents and energies in four directions.
First, he promoted the general interests of the Colonies
durirg the early years of the Revolutionary struggle,
in serving at intervals from 1774 to 1779 as delegate
in the Continental Congress. Again, as Minister or
Envoy, at different periods, to Spain, France, and
Great Britain, he rendered perhaps his most con-
spicuous service to the country. Again, as Chief-
Justice, both of his own State and of the United States,
he impressed grand juries and all concerned with the
necessity of encouraging a profound respect for law
and constitutions in the new order of things, and at
the outset, through his own personal dignity and
integrity, gave character to our highest courts since
traditionally preserved. And again, in his native
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State of New York, he proved himself invaluable as a
member of Provincial bodies and committees in pro-
viding the sinews of war, in suppressing conspiracies,
in drafting laws, in organizing the machinery of the
new State, in urging, through the “ Federalist” and
in the New York Convention, the adoption of our
common Constitution, and finally, in twice filling the
office of Governor. As Congressman, diplomatist,
jurist, and State leader, seeking in each sphere of
action to secure substantial results without display or
effect, he was pre-eminently a man for his times. Per-
haps, also, as nearly as any one in our civil history, he
filled the ideal of a public servant.

The first “ Life” of Jay was published in 1833.
This work, issued in two volumes, one of which was
devoted to sections from his correspondence, was
edited by William Jay, son of John Jay, and ranks as
a standard contribution to our historical literature.
For many years, however, it has been out of print,
and practically inaccessible except in libraries, Other
biographies have since appeared, the latest of which,
published in the current year, and edited by Mr.
George Pellew, is a re-study from the Jay papers and
other authoritative sources. .

To meet the need of a purely documentary edition
the present set of four volumes has been prepared
upon the plan of the writings of Washington, Frank-
lin, Jefferson, Adams, Hamilton, and others. This
change and expansion provides ior the addition
of numerous letters and documents from the Jay
correspondence not published in the volumes of 1833.
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Jay’s papers were voluminous, and the greater por-
tion have been carefully preserved by his immediate
descendants and in public and private collections.
What can be said of but few of his contemporaries, he
retained with his own drafts most of the personal or
semi-official letters written to him during a period of
nearly half a century, many of which, received from
eminent and observing men, throw those side-lights
upon affairs and social and political life in general
so much sought and prized by students of American
history to-day. As the correspondence of this descrip-
tion supplements and explains much that Jay himself
wrote, a considerable number of new selections have
been introduced into, and constitute a feature of,
the present edition. The principal space is allotted,
necessarily, to Jay's own writings.

By courtesy of the Hon. John )ay, the fine collec-
- tion of Jay papers in his possession has been placed
in the hands of the publishers and editor for the
preparation of this work. It should also be said that
the labor of examination and selection has been
greatly relieved by an exhaustive and critical index
and analysis of the papers arranged by Miss Ruth
Putnam.

Some selections have been made from other manu-
script sources and from printed works.

Henry P. JornstoN.

Nrew York Ciry, Fune, 189o.
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TO JAY FRON HIS FATHER.

DEAR JOHNNY :

Your observation on ye Study of ye Law, I believe, is
very just, and as its your inclination to be of that Profes-
sion, I hope you 'll closely attend to it with a firm resolution
that no difficulties in prosecuting that Study shall discourage
you irom applying very close to it, and if possible, from
taking a delight in it.—The dictionary you 've bought is
doubtless necessary for you, but as to other Books, I
suppose you have them in ye College, or doubtless on
application to your uncle or Aunt Chambers, they would
let you have y¢ reading of such of his Books as you may
want. It’s paying verydear for them to buy them at York.
I 'ma glad you 've wrote to Doctr: Johnson. We all remem-
ber our love to you & I always am

Dear Johnny
Yr. affec. Father
Aug" 239, 1763. PETER JAY.
[Rye, N. Y.]

! This letter, indicating the time when Jay made choice of the legal profession,
is the earliest of any special p=rsonal interest found among his papers. He was
then in his nineteenth year, a studen: in the Senior Class at King's, now Colums-
bia, College, where he graduated with the highest honors in 1764. His father,
Peter Jay, member of a well-known Huguenot family in New York City and a
successful merchant there, appears to have followed his youthful course with
keen inteiest and at a Jater date sympathized with and encouraged him in his
public attitude, The Jay homestezad was, at this time, at Rye, N, Y., the
family having removed from the city in 1746.

X
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TO JAY FROM HIS FATHER.
DEAR JOHNNY : RYE, 16 January, 1704.

L ¥ o

Seal the inclosed before you delivr: it to Mr. Kissam and
you may conclude an agreemt. with him vizt:’

To pay him £200 when the time of your being with him
commences, that is, immediately after your passing your
Degrees at College in May next, tho' perhaps he will not
require y¢ whole sum te be then paid, & be satisfied to have
it in two paymts.; but leave that to himself to do therein as
he chuses.

To engage for § years if his agreemt: with y2 Lawyers
don’t allow less, but that you shall be at Liberty to apply
the two last to ye study of ye Law and attend ye ofnice oc-
casionally so as to be no hindrance to your study and to
which I believe Mr. Kissam can have no objection, consid-
ering ye sum he requires.

If you should immediately proceed to articles of agreemt:
it will be necessary to have it inserted that if etther of you
should dye before the time of your being with him com-
mences, that in that case the whole agreemt: shall be void,
as it would not be reasonable that ye money should be paid.

On the whole you must agree in ye best manner you can,
but I would observe that in case ye Lawyers do soon come
to another agreemt: (in consequence of some not approvg:
ye last made by Mr. Kissam & others) whereby a less sum
than £200 is to be required, it will then be reasonable that
Mr. Kissam do lower his demand accordingly. . .

I am, Dear Johnny Yr. affecte. Father
PETER JAY.

e

! Upon graduation in May, of this year, Jay entered the law office of Benja-
min Kissam, Esq., 2 prominent member of the bar at New Ycrk, and was
himself admitted to practice in 2768, John Adams, as he passed through the
city on his way to Philadelphia in August, 1774, wrote in his diary, commenting
on men and measures : ‘‘ Mr. Jayis a young gentleman of about twenty-six ;
Mr, Scott says, a hard student and a good speaker."”
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BENJAMIN KISSAM TO JAY.

DEAR JAY !’

I have been strongly sollicited to take a jaunt with Mr.
Inglis to Philadelphia, and he proposes to set off on Tues-
day next. 1 have consented to go provided my horse is
well, and news of the Repeal of the Stamp Act should not
arrive in the mean time.

Will you then be good enough to send my Horse down
by a careful hand, if he is fit to go the Journey. As upon
the Repeal of the Stamp Act, we shall doubtless have a
Luxuriant Harvest of Law, I would not willingly, after the
long Famine we have had, miss reaping my part of the
crop. Should this news arrive in my absence, I shall upon
hearing it, immediately return, and as soon as it reaches
you I beg you 'll come down and be recady tc serure all
Business that offers. Mr. Hicks will give you any assist-
ance you may want, in case any thing difficuit should turn
up.’ Make my Complts: to Mr. & Mrs. Jay & all the
Family—

| I am your aftectionate

B : KissaM.
25 April, 1766.

To Mr. John Jay
near Rye

P PO e Wl el

! See preceding letter and note,

? On the following day, April 26th, Kissam wrote again to Jay : ‘‘ We were
last night straizely deluded with a mistaken account of the Repeal of the Stamp
Act, and all the Bells have been ringing since Break of Day. Upon inquiry we
find that the intelligence amounts to no more than that the Bill had passed the
House of Commons on the 28 of Feb.¥ and was to be sent up to the Lords on
the 3¢ March., There is indeed a Letter dated at Falmouth on the s5th of
March which says the Stamp Act is repealed, but this can be no more than its
having passed the House of Commons, which we find they commonly call a

chu]' L} ]
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JAY TO BENJAMIN KISSAM.

NEwW-YORK, 12th August, 1766,
DEAR SIR :*

To tell you that I ofter &nd myse!f at = loss for
something to say, would be telling you noihing new ;
but to inform you that whenever 1 sit down to write,
my invention makes a point of quarrelling with my
pen, will doubtless be to account for the . . . in
my letters. In writing to those who, 1 know, prefer
honest hearts to clear heads, I turn thought out of
doors, and set down the urst 1deas that turn up in the
whirl of imagination. You desire me “ to give you
some account of the business of the office :”’ whether
my apprehension is more dull than common, or
whether 1 have slept too late this morning and the
drowsy god is still hovering over my senses, or from
what other cause, matter, or thing I know not ; but I
really do not well understand what you would have
me do. You surely do not mean that I should send
you a list of new causes on your docket ; tor I imagine
't is perfectly indifferent whether you receive a fee in
the cause A. us. B,, or B. vs. A. : the number of them,
indeed, may (as the New-England lawyers’ phrase is)
be a matter of some speculation. And, therefore, to
remove every hook and loop whereon to hang a
doubt, I won't acquaint you that there are a good
many ; for you and I may annex different ideas to
these words—but that you have ———— new ones
in the Supreme, and ——— 1n the Mayor’s Court.

N S il

1 This and the letter following were exchanged between Jay and Kissam while
the latter was temporarily absent from New York on professional business.
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If by wanting to know how matters go on in the
office, you intend I shall tell you how often your clerks
go into it ; give me leave to remind you of the old law
maxim, that a man’s own evidence is not to be admit-
ted in his own cause. Why? Because'tis ten to one
he does viclence to his conscience. If I should tell
you that I am all day in the office, and as attentive to
your interests as I would be to my own, I suspect you
would think 1t such an impeachment of my modesty
as would not operate very powerfully in favour of my
veracity. And if, on the other hand, I should tell you
that I make hay while the sun shines, and say unto
my soul,—* Soul, take thy rest, thy lord is journeying
to a far country;” I should be much mistaken, if
you did not think the confession looked too honest to
be true,

When people in the city write to their friends in
the country, I know, it is expected that their letters
should contain the news of the town. For my part, 1
make it a rule never to frustrate the expectations of
my correspondents in this particular, if I can help it ;
and that as much for my own sake as for theirs : for
it not only saves one’s invention a good deal of fatigue,
but fills up blank paper very agreeably. Things re-
main here, if I may speak in your own language,
pretty much in sfafu guo. Some, with reluctance,
shuffling off this mortal coil ; and others solacing
themselves in the arms of mortality. The ways of
men, you know, are as circular as the orbit through
which our planet moves, and the centre to which they
gravitate is seJf - round this we move in mystic meas-
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ures, dancing to every tune that is loudest played by
heaven or hell. Some, indeed, that happen to be jos-
tled out of place, may fly off in tangents like wander-
ing stars, and either lose themselves in a trackless
void, or find another way to happiness ; but for the
most part, we continue to frolic till we are out of
breath ; then the music ceases, and we fall asleep. It
is said you want more soldiers., I suspect Mr. Morris
was lately inspired by some tutelar deity. If I remem-
ber right, he carried a great many fzzés with him,
Good Lord deliver you from battle, murder, and from
sudden death.

Pray, how do all these insignia of war and blood-
shed sit upon Sam Jones's lay stomach. I wonder
how he can bear to see Justice leaning on an officer’s
arm, without getting a fit of the spleen; or behold the
forum surrounded with guards, without suffering his
indignation to trespass on his stoicism. [ dare say
he i1s not much pleased with such unusual pomp of
justice, such unprecedented array of terror; and
would rather see the court hop lamely along upon
her own legs, than walk tolerably well with the assist-
ance of such crutches. God bless him. I wish there
were many such men among us; they would reduce
things to just principles.

I have just read over what 1 have written, and find
it free enough in all conscience. Some folks, 1 know,
would think it too free, considering the relation we
stand in to each other.

If I were writing to some folks, prudence would
tell me to be more straight-laced : but I know upon
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what ground I stand; and professional pride shall
give me no uneasiness, while you continue to turn it,
with Satan behind your back.
Yours, truly,
Joun Jav.

BENJAMIN KISSAM TO JAY.

DEAR SIR :
I just now received your long letter of the 12th inst.,

and am not a little pleased with the humour and freedom
of sentiment which characterize it. It would give me pain
if I thought you could even suspect me capable of wish-
ing to impose any restraint upon you, in this high and
inestimable privilege of friendship. Because I can see no
reason why the rights of one relation in life should destroy
those of another, 1 detest that forbidding pride which, with
formal ceremony, can stalk over the social rights of others,
and elevate the soul in a vain conceit of its own dignity
and importance; founded merely in some adventitious cir-
cumstance of relative superiority. Take this, therefore, if
you please, as a noll: prosequ: for the heinous crime of
writing a free and familiar letter to me; with this further,
that whenever you transgress in the other extreme, you
must not expect to meet with the same mercy.

I really believe, Jay, your pen was directed by the rapid
whirl of imagination; nay, I am convinced that this whirl
was begun, continued, and ended with a strong tide. I
can’t help conceiving it under the idea of a mill-tide, which
keeps the wheels in a quick rotation, save only with this
difference, that the motion of that is uniform, yours irregu.
lar—an irregularity, however, that bespeaks the grandeur,
not the meanncss of the intellectual source from whence the
current flows.
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1 will now explain to you what 1 meant by asking how
business went in the office. And first, negatively, I did not
want a list or the number of the new causes; neither was 1
anxious to know how often you visited the office. But, as
a regard to your modesty on the one hand, and your veracity
on the other, has induced you to evade an answer to the
last, 1 will, nevertheless, solve the dilemma for you by say-
ing, that I believe you have too much veracity to assume a
false modesty, and that you are too honest to declare an
untruth. And, as you have left me between two extremes,
I shall take the middle way ; and do suppose that, upon the
whole, you attend the office as much as you ought to do;
so that you see I save both your modesty and veracity, and
answer the question as you state it into the bargain.

But, affirmatively, I am to tell you, that I did mean to ask
in general, whether my business decreased much by my
absence; and whether my returns at the last term were
pretty good ; and whether care has been taken to put that
business forward as much as possible. I conclude, however,
that though you did not take me, as the Irishman said, yet
these things have been properly attended to.

Here we are, and are likely to be so, I am afraid, these ten
days. There are no less than forty-seven persons charged,
all upon three several indictments, with the murder of those
persons who lost their lives in the affray with the sherifl.
Four or five of them are in jail, and will be tried this day :
what their fate will be, God only knows; it is terrible to
think that so many lives should be at stake upon the
principles of a constructive murder: for I suppose that the

immediate agency of but a very few of the party can be
proved. . .

- I am, your affectionate friend,
EENJAMIN KISSAM.

ALBANY, the 25th of August, 1766.
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BENJAMIN KISSAM TO JAY.

DEAR JACK:
When you consider that all the causes you have hitherto

tried have been by a kind of inspiration, you will need
only a small degree of enthusiasm to be persuaded that
my lameness is a providential mercy to you, by calling
you to action again. If it was ‘not for you, or some other
such apostolic lawyer, my clients would be left in the lurch
this court, as I am afraid I cannot attend myself. But, sir,
you have now a call to go forth into my vineyard ; and this
you must do, too, upon an evangelical principle—that the
master may receive the fruits of it. All I can tell you about
the causes is little more than to give you a list of their titles;
but this is quite enough for you. One is about a horse race,
in which 1 suppose there is some cheat; another is about
an eloped wife ; another of them also appertains unto horse-
fiesh. These are short hints; they may serve for briefs.
If you admire conciseness, here you have it. There is one
writ of inquiry.

As to the cause about Captain’s island, this, tell Mr.
Morris, must go off. Because, as you are concerned against
me, I can’t tell where to find another into whose head the
cause can be infused in the miraculous way of inspiration ;
and without this it would rather be too intricate for any one
to manage from my short hints. There will probably be
some of my old friends, who may inquire after me, and
perhaps some new ones will want to employ me: will you
be kind enough to let them know that you will take care of
any business for me. 1 ask these favours from you, John,
with great freedom. I wish you good success with my
consignments, and hope they 'll come to a good market. If
they don’t, I am sure it will not be the facror's fault ; and if
my clients’ wares are bad, let them bear the loss.

You will see my docket, with memoranda to direct what
Is to be done, If my leg is better, perhaps I may see you on
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Wednesday; bat it is very uncertain. Where Mr. Morris
is not against me, I am sure he will be w2 me; and you
may call on him for that purpose with as much freedom
as if I had a perfect right tc command his service. I
know the goodness of his heart; and his friendship for
me will make him embrace every opportunity to serve me
with pleasure.
I am, your humble Servant,

BENj. KISSAM.
Nzw YORK, 6th Nov,, 176¢.

JAY TO DOCTOR KISSAM.,®

DeAr Kissam:

The manner in which you tell your brother that
you expected a letter from me contains a reproof
which gives me pain. 1 confess appearances have
been against me, and my conduct even to you, my
friend, must have appeared exceptionable. My last
letter I hope will apologize for seeming omissions ;
you have doubtless received it before this. Neglect
of friends is a species of littleness to which I think I
am a stranger.—No, my dear Sam, your former
attachment to my happiness has made too deep an
impression ever to be erased by ahsence—an absence
which when I suffer my feelings to be influenced
by regard to my own pleasure I most sincerely
regret. 1 assure you few incidents can happen so

1 Dr. Samuel Kissam, then at Paramaribo, South Awerica, where, as he
wrote to Jay in 1771, he found business prospects flattering,
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conducive to my satisfaction as the return of those
happy days when our mutual confidence created
mutual happiness and reciprocal good offices prom-
ised permanence to friendship. The duplicity and
disengenuousness which shades the characters of
many about me daily remind me of the openness
and sincerity of my absent friend, and I think I
know the value of these amiable qualifications too
well to be remiss in cultivating his esteem. These
are the genuine effusions of my heart; rest satis-
fied of their reality and remeniber that the confi-
dence characteristic of friendship disdains the fetters
of distrust and suspicion. Be not surprised at this
remark. 1 do not mention it because I think your be-
haviour would otherwise be uninfluenced by it. No!
my dear Sam, the generosity of your temper excludes
such a thought. 1 mention it with no other view
than that you may the more readily mark the con-
sistency of this sentiment with the general tenor of
my conduct.

You may remember that my last was interrupted by
a call to Rye. I found my mother extremely [ill], but
she is now better. From thence I went to Fairfield to
try two causes, and returned to New York the day
before yesterday. I have much news, but as your
brother sends you the papers I shall not trouble you
with repeating it. I suppose he has informed you of
Miss Scots having gone off with and married to Litch-
field. 1 am glad you correspond with Fady [Jay's
brother Frederick]. I am sure it will afford him no
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less improvement than pleasure. Our old friends are
well. Let me hear from yocu by every opportunity
and
believe me to be
Your friend

JoHN Jav.
1st March, 1770.

PETER JAY TO WILLIAM LIVINGSTON.

RYE, the 31st Jannary, 1774.
SIR :

My son having iniormed me of his Inclination of being
connected in your Family, and your favourable reception of
his application, I take the earliest opportunity of acquaint-
ing you with our concurrence.

Tho' we have not the pleasure of knowing the young
Lady, yet the confidence we have in our son’s Prudence,
satisfies us of tbe Propriety of his choice. Give me leave,
Sir, to assure you that I will always readily adopt every
measure that may conduce to their happiness, and tend to
render the Connection between our Familys agreeable to
both.

Be pleased to present our Compliments to Mrs. Living-
ston and the young Lady.’

I am, |
Sir, your very humble servant

PETER JAY.
To William Livingston, Esq.
at Elizabethtown.

! The *‘ young Lady” in question, whom Jay married, April 23, 1774, was
Sarah Vsn Brugh Livingston, daughter of William Livingston, subsequently
Governor of New Jersey, etc. See Miss Philipse's letter to Mrs. Jay, July 1,
1774. A portrait and sketch of Mrs. Jay appear in Mrs. Eliett's * Queens of
American Society."’
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LETTER TO THE COMMITTEE OCF CORRESPONDENCE,

BOSTON.*

NEw YoRrK, May 23, 1774.
(GENTLEMEN :

The alarming measures of the DBritish Parliament
relative to your anclent and respectable town, which

: Jay's public career begms with his participation in the meetings held by
citizens of New York during the alarm and excitement consequent on the
passage of the Boston Port Bill, March 31, 1774. At the first meeting,
May 16, 1774, a committee of fifty, with Isauc Low as chairman, was nominated
to correspond with the other colonies ' upon all matters of moment,” and on
the 1gth ‘‘a great concourse of the inhabitants” assembied at the Coffee
House and confirmed the nominations. Of this committee, known as the
Committee of Correspondence, Jay was a member. On the 23d it met in the
forenoon and appointed a sub-committee, consisting of Messrs. McDougall,
Low, Duane, and Jay, to report ‘‘ at 8 o'clock P.M."” the draft of an answer to
a2 communication from the Boston Commiitee of Correspondence. The
citizens of Boston had held a meeting May 13th, and voted °*‘ That it
is the opinion of this town that if the other Colonies come into a joint
resolution to stop all importations from Great Britain, and exportaiions
to Great Britain, and every part of the West Indies, till the Act for block-
ing up this harbour be repealed, the same will prove the salvation of
North America and her liberties.,” The answer from New York appears
above, it being the draft of the sub.committee, of which Jay, as stated,
was 4 member, Its historical importance lies in the fact that while suggestions
for holding a general congress of the colonies to consult on common rights had
previously been made in Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, and elsewhere, the
proposition to the same effect from New York was framed in such pointed
terms as to hasten action in the matter and, with a similar call from Virginia,
to lead to the assemblage of the famous Congress in September following. This
New York draft was possibly from Jay’s own pen.

Jay took an active part in the proceedings of the General Committee. At the
meeting of July xgth, for example, he moved, ‘‘ That a committee be appointed
to take the distresses of the poor of the town of Boston, and ways and means
for their relief, into consideration, and make their report with all convenient
speed.” Such a committee was named with Jay as a member, and donations
for Boston secured. The Committee of Correspondence was succeeded,
November 22d, by another composed of sixty members, called the Committee
of Inspection, which in turn was succeeded, May 1, 1775, by still another
General Committee of one hundred. Jay was elected to both, but, as appears
from the succeeding note, p. 17, he was to be preoccupied much of the time
with the duties of a more important station.
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has so long been the seat of freedom, fill the inhabi-
tants of this city with inexpressible concern. Asa
sister colony, suffering in defence of the rights of
America, we consider your injuries as a common
cause, to the redress of which it is equally our duty,
and our interest to contribute. But what ought to
be done in a situation so truly critical, while it em-
ploys the anxious thoughts of every generous mind,
is very hard to be determined.

QOur citizens have thought it necessary tc appoint a
large Committee, consisting of fifty-one persons to cor-
respond with our sister Colonies on this and every other
matter of public moment, and at ten o'clock this fore-
noon, we were first assembled. Your letter enclosing
the vote of the town of Boston and the letter of your
Committee of Correspondence were immediately taken
into consideration.

While we think you justly entitled to the thanks of
your sister Colonies for asking their advice on a case
of such extensive consequences, we lament our in-
ability to relieve your anxiety by a decisive opinion.
The cause is general, and ccncerns a whole continent
who are equally interested with you and us ; and we
foresee that no remedy can be of avail unless it pro-
ceeds from the joint act and approbation of all. Froem
a virtuous and spirited union much may be expected,
while the feeble efforts of a few will only be attended
with mischief and disappointment to themselves and
triumph to the adversaries of liberty.

Upon these reasons we conclude, that a Congress
of Deputies from the colonies in general is of the
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utmost moment ; that it ought to be assembled with-
out delay, and some unanimous resolutions formed in
this fatal emergency, not only respecting your de-
plorable circumstances, but for the security of our
common rights. Such being our sentiments, it must
be premature to pronounce any judgment on the ex-
pedient which you have suggested. We beg, how-
ever, that you will do us the justice to believe that
we shall continue to act with a firm and becoming
1 regard to American freedom, and to co-operate with
i our sister colonies in cvery measure that shall be
|

thought salutary and conducive to the public good.
We have nothing to add, but that we sincerely con-
dole with you in your unexampled distress, and to
request your speedy opinion of the proposed Con-
gress, that if it should meet with yvour approbation,
we may exert our utmost endeavours to carry it into
execution.
[ ALExaNDER McDoucaLL,
Isaac Low,
JaMEs DUANE,
JoHN JAv.
Com. on Draft of Letter.]

MISS PHILIPSE TO MRS. JAY.

YONKERS, July 1%t [1774].
You will I hope, my dear and amiable friend, excuse my
not writing to you before. 1 have severai times been pre-
vented from doing myself that Pleasure; but as it is not
yet too late, accept of my Congratulations on an event that
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has contributed so much to the felicity of my dear Mrs Jay,
and my ardent wishes for the long continuance of the Hap.
piness you enjoy.” The fan and gloves I received, and beg
my thanks. It was no small mortification to me in not
having it in my power to accept of your kind invitation by
Cousin Kitty Livingston of being one of the Bridesmaids,
In town I own that I had flattered myself with the pleasing
expectation of being one of the number. Had it not been
for my Papa (who thought the weather tos warm for
me to be in town) I should have reallized all those
pleasures of which I had formed such a delightful idea.
The being with my dear Mrs. Jay would have been my
principal inducement, and spending with her some hours
as agreeable as those 1 enjoyed at Elizabethtown. But
apropos—Mama and I were a little Jealous at your stop-
ping twice at Collo- Cortlandts and not once at Philips-
borough, you being such a prodigious favorite. However,
we all hope soon to be favored with a visit from you and
Mr. Jay. Papa and Mama beg their compts: to you and
Mr. Jay with Congratulations.

Cousin Kitty Van Horne has spent three weeks with me
and proposes staying a week longer. But, my dear Sally, do
not you intend to favor me with a letter. Remember you
are a long one in my debt, and that I cannot think of losing
my correspondent. It would not indeed be generous in
you in depriving me of so great an opportunity of improve-
ment. If at Elizabethtown, please to give my love to
Cousin Livingstons, and to Cousin Susar and Xitty, and
believe me to besincerely

Your truly affectionate Friend
MARIA ELIZA PHILIPS.

Do not omit my Compts:
to Mr. Jay & congratulations.

! See letter, ante, from Peter Jay to Wm. Livingston, January 31, 1774.
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ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE OF GREAT BRITAIN.’

From the Deleaates appornted by the several Englisk
Colonies of New-Hampshive, Massackusetts Bay,
Rhode [sland and Providence Plantations, Connects-
cut, New-Yore, New-Fersey, Pennsylvania, the
Lower Counties on the Delaware, Marviand, Viey-
ginia, North Carolina, and South Carolina, to
consider therr gricvances in General (omgress, al

Philadelphia, Sepiember s5th, 1774,

FRIENDS AND FELLOW-SUBJECTS :

When a nation, led to greatness by the hand of
liberty, and possessed of all the glory that heroism,
munificence, and humanity can bestow, descends to

Sl—

e

! During the spring and summer of 1774 the several Colonies, through their
Assemblies or Committees of Correspondence, resolved upon holding a General
Congress of Delegates to take common action against the alarming encroach-
ment of Parliamentary authority. The Boston Port Bill, like the Stamp Act,
had aroused indignation arnd distrust, and a crisis threatened. Delegates being
clected to the proposed Congress, that body met at Philadelphia, Septembei s,
1774, and on October 20th adopted the well-known Articles of *‘ Association
interdicting all trade with Great Britain, that were to be followed later by still
stronger bonds of union. Important addresses were also 1ssued. The dzlegates
representing New York City and County were Messrs. Philip Livingston, Jokn
Alsop, Isaac Low, James Duane, and John Jay. They were unanimously elected
by the freeholders, freemen, and other taxpayers of the city, July 28th, upon the
platform of a ‘‘ non-importation agreement,” as the most efhicacious means of
compelling a redress of grievances. See note p. 13.

It was during the session of this Congress that Jay first became known beyond
the limits of his own constituency as a writer of marked ability. He was the
author of the above ‘‘ Address ” to the people of England, which Jeflerson,
among others, admired and praised. Lee, of Virginia, and Livingston, of New
Jersey, were his colleagues on the committee appointed to prepare the document,
See ‘! Life of Jay,” vol. i., p. 30, and vol. ii., pp. 380-84. Jay also served on
the committees *‘ to state the rights of the colonies,” to prepare a letter to the

Colony Agents in London, etc.
Vol I—=2
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the ungrateful task of forging chains for her friends
and children ; and instead of giving support to free-
dom, turns advocate for slavery and oppression, there
is reason to suspect she has either ceased to be virtu-
ous, or been extremely negligent in the appointment
of her rulers.

In almost every age, in repeated conflicts, in long
and bloody wars, as well civil as foreign, against
many and powerful nations, against the open assaults
of enemies and the more dangerous treachery of
friends, have the inhabitants of your island, your
great and glorious ancestors, maintained their inde
pendence, and transmitted the rights of men and the
blessings of liberty to you, their posterity.

Be not surprised, therefore, that we, who are de-
scended from the same common ancestors; that we,
whose forefathers participated in all the rights, the
liberties, and the constitution you so justly boast of,
and who have carefully conveyed the same fair in-
heritance to us, guarantied by the plighted faith
of government, and the most solemn compacts with
British sovereigns, should refuse to surrender them
to men who found their claims on no principles of
reason, and who prosecute them with a design that,
by having our lives and property in their power, they
may with the greater facility enslave yox.

The cause of AMERICA is now the object of uni-
versal attention : it has at length become very serious.
This unhappy country has not only been oppressed,
but abused and misrepresented ; and the duty we owe
to ourselves and posterity, to your interest, and the
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general welfare of the British empire, leads us to
address you on this very important subject.

Know THEN, That we consider ourselves, and do
insist that we are and ought to be, as free as ourfellow-
subjects in Britain, and that no power on earth has a
right to take our property from us without our consent.

That we claim all the benefits secured to the sub-
ject by the English constitution, and particularly
that inestimable one of trial by jury.

That we hold it essential to English liberty, that
no man be condemned unheard, or punished for
supposed offences without having an opportunity of
making his defence.

That we think the Legislature of Great Britain is
not authorized by the constitution to establish a
religion fraught with sanguinary and impious tenets,
or to erect an arbitrary form of government in any
quarter of the globe. These rights we, as well as
you, deem sacred. And yet, sacred as they are, they
have, with many others, been repeatedly and flagrantly
violated.

Are not the proprietors of the soil of Great Britain
lords of their own property? Can it be taken from
them without their consent? Will they yield it to
the arbitrary disposal of any man, or number of men
whatever ? You know they will not.

Why then are the proprietors of the soil of
America less lords of their property than you are
of yours? or why should they submit it to the dis-
posal of your parliament, or any other parliament
or council in the world, not of their election? Can
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the intervention of the sea that divides us cause
disparity in rights? or can any reason be given why
English subjects, who live three thousand miles from
the royal palace, should enjoy less liberty than those
who are three hundred miles distant from it ?

Reason looks with indignation on such distinctions,
and freemen can never perceive their propriety. And
yet, however chimerical and unjust such discrimina-
tions are, the parliament assert, that they have a
right to bind us in all cases without exception,
whether we consent or not; that they may take and
use our property when and in what manner they
please ; that we are pensioners on their bounty for
all that we possess; and can hold it no longer than
they vouchsafe to permit. Such declarations we con-
sider as heresies in English politics, and which can
no more operate to deprive us of our property,
than the interdicts of the pope can divest kings of
sceptres, which the laws of the land, and the voice of
the people have placed in their hands.

At the conclusion of the late war—a war rendered
glorious by the abilities and integrity of a minister,
to whose efforts the British empire owes its safety and
its fame: at the conclusion of this war, which was
succeeded by an inglorious peace, formed under the
auspices of a minister, of principles, and of a family
unfriendly to the Protestant cause, and inimical to
liberty; we say, at this period, and under the in-
fluence of that man, a plan for enslaving your fellow-
subjects in America was concerted, and has ever since
been pertinaciously carrying into execution.
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Prior to this era, you were content with drawing
from us the wealth produced by our commerce. You
restrained our trade in every way that could conduce
to your emolument. You exercised unbounded sov-
ereignty over the sea. You named the ports and
nations to which alone our merchandise should be
carried, and with whom alone we should trade; and
though some of these restrictions were grievous, we
nevertheless did not complain : we looked up to you
as to our parent state, to which we were bound by
the strongest ties; and were happy in being instru-
mental to your prosperity and grandeur.

We call upon you yourselves to witness our loyality
and attachment to the common interest of the whole
empire: Did we not, in the last war, add all the
strength of this vast continent to the torce which
repelled our common enemy? Did we not leave our
native shores, and meet disease and death, to pro-
mote the success of British arms in foreign climates ?
Did you not thank us for our zeal, and even reimburse
us large sums of money, which, you confessed, we had
advanced beyond our proportion, and far beyond our
abilities? You did.

To what causes, then, are we to attribute the sud-
den changes of treatment, and that system of slavery
which was prepared for us at the restoration of peace?

Before we had recovered from the distresses which
ever attend war, an attempt was made to drain this
country of all its money, by the oppressive stamp act.
Paint, glass, and other commodities which you would
not permit us to purchase of other nations, were
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taxed ; nay, although no wine is made in any country
subject to the British state, you prohibited our pro-
curing it of foreigners without paying a tax, imposed
by your pariiament, on all we imported. These and
many other impositions were laid upon us most
unjustly and unconstitutionally, for the express pur-
pose of raising a revenue. In order to silence com-
plaint, it was indeed provided, that this revenue
should be expended in America for its protection
and defence. These exactions, however, can receive
no justification from a pretended necessity of protect-
ing and defending us. They are lavishly squandered
on court favourites and ministerial dependants, gen-
erally avowed enemies to America, and employing
themselves by partial representations to traduce and
embroil the colonies. For the necessary support of
government here, we ever were and ever shall be
ready to provide. And whenever the exigences of
the state may require it, we shall, as we have hereto-
fore done, cheerfully contribute our full proportion
of men and money. To enforce this unconstitutional
and unjust scheme of taxation, every fence that the
wisdom of our British ancestors had carefully erected
against arbitrary power has been violently thrown
down in Americs, and the inestimable right of trial
by jury taken away in cases that touch life and
property. It was ordained, that whenever offences
should be committed in the colonies against particular
acts imposing various duties and restrictions upon
trade, the prosecutor might bring his action for the
penalties in the courts of Admiralty : by which means
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the subject lost the advantage of being tried by an
honest, uninfluenced jury of the vicinage, and was
subjected to the sad necessity of being judged by a
single man, a creature of the crown, and according to
the course of a law which exempts the prosecutor
from the trouble of proving his accusation, and
obliges the defendant either to evince his innocence,
or to suffer. To give this new judicatery the greater
importance, and as if with design to protect false
accusers, it is further provided, that the judge’s
certificate of there having been probable causes of
seizure and prosecution, shall protect the prosecutor
from actions at common law for recovery of damages.

By the course of our law, offences committed in
such of the British dominions in which courts are
established, and justice duly and regularly admin-
istered, shall be there tried by a jury of the vicinage.
There, the offenders and witnesses are known, and
the degree of credibility to be given to their testimony
can be ascertained.

In all these colonies, justice is regularly and im-
partially administered ; and yet, by the construction
of some, and the direction ef other acts of parliament,
offenders are to be taken by force, together with ali
such persons as may be pointed out as witnesses, and
carried to England, there to be tried in a distant
land, by a jury of strangers, and subject to all the
disadvantages that result from want of friends, want
of witnesses, and want of money.

When the design of raising a revenue from the
duties imposed on the importation of tea into America,
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had in a great measure been rendered abortive by our
ceasing to import that commodity, a scheme was con-
certed by the ministry with the East India Company,
and an act passed enabling and encouraging them to
transport and vend it in the colonies. Aware of the
danger of giving success to this insidious manceuvre,
and of permitting a precedent of taxation thus to be
established among us, various methods were adopted
to elude the stroke. The people of Bosten, then
ruled by a governor, whom, as well as his predecessor
Sir Francis Bernard, all America considers as her
enemy, were exceedingly embarrassed. The ships
which had arrived with the tea were by his manage-
ment prevented from returning. The duties would
have been paid, the cargoes landed and exposed to
sale; a governor’s influence would have procured and
protected many purchasers, While the town was
suspended by deliberations on this important subject,
the tea was destroyed. Even supposing a trespass
was thereby committed, and the proprietors of the
tea entitled to damages, the courts of law were open,
and judges appointed by the crown presided in them.
The East India Company, however, did not think
proper to commence any suits, nor did they even de
mand satisfaction either from individuals, or from the
community in general. The ministry, it seems,
officiously made the case their own, and the great
council of the nation descended to intermeddie with
a dispute about private property. Divers papers,
letters, and other unauthenticated ex parfe evidence
were laid before them; neither the persons who
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destroyed the tea, nor the people of Poston, were
called upon to answer the complaint. The ministry,
incensed by being disappointed in a favourite scheme,
were determined to recur from the little arts of
finesse, to open force and unmanly violence. The
port of Boston was blocked up by a fleet, and an
army placed in the town. Their trade was to be
suspended, and thousands reduced to the necessity
of gaining subsistence from charity, till they should
submit to pass under the yoke, and consent to be-
come slaves, by confessing the omnipotence of par-
liament, and acquiescing in whatever disposition
they might think proper to make of their lives and
property.

Let justice and humanity cease to be the boast of
your nation! Consult your history, examine your rec-
ords of former transactions, nay, turn to the annals of
the many arbitraryv states and kingdoms that surround
you, and show us a single instance of men being con-
demned to suffer for imputed crimes, unheard, un-
questioned, and without even the specious formality
of a trial ; and that too by laws made expressly for the
purpose, and which had no existence at the time of the
fact committed. If it be difficult to reconcile these
proceedings to the genius and temper of your laws
and constitution, the task will become more arduous,
when we call upon our ministerial enemies to justify,
not only condemning men untried and by hearsay, but
involving the innocent in one common punishment
with the guilty, and for the act of thirty or forty, to
bring poverty, distress, and calamity on thirty thou-
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sand souls, and those not your enemies, but your
friends, brethren, and fellow-subjects.

It would be some consolation to us if the catalogue
of American oppressions ended here. It gives us pain
to be reduced to the necessity of reminding you, that
under the confidence reposed in t..e faith of govern-
ment, pledged in a royal charter from a British sov-
ereign, the forefathers of the present inhabitants of
the Massachusetts Bay left their former habitations,
and established that great, flourishing, and loyal
colony. Without incurring, or being charged with
a forfeiture of their rights, without being heard, with-
out being tried, without law, and without justice, by
an act of parliament their charter is destroyed, their
liberties violated, their constitution and form of gov-
ernment changed: and all this upon no better pre-
tence, than because in one of their towns a trespass
was committed on some merchandise, said to belong
to one of the companies, and because the ministry
were of opinion, that such high political regulations
were necessary to compel due subordination and
obedience to their mandates.

Nor are these the only capital grievances under
which we labour. We might tell of dissolute, weak,
and wicked governors having been set over us; of
legislatures being suspended for asserting the rights
of British subjects ; of needy and ignorant dependants
on great men advanced to the seats of justice, and to
other places of trust and importance ; of hard restric-
tions on commerce, and a great variety of lesser evils,
the recollection of which is almost lost under the
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weight and pressure of greater and more poignant
calamities.

Now mark the progression of the ministerial plan
for enslaving us, Well aware that such hardy attempts
to take our property from us, to deprive us of the valu-
able right of trial by jury, to seize cur persons and
carry us for trial to Great Britain, o blockade our
ports, to destroy our charters, and change our forms
of government, would occasion, and had already oc-
castoned, great discontent in the colonies, which might
produce opposition to these measures; an act was
passed to protect, indemnify, and screen from punish-
ment, such as might be guilty even of murder, in en-
deavouring to carry their oppressive edicts into execu-
tion ; and by another act the dominion of Canada is
to be so extended, modelled, and governed, as that
by being disunited from us, detached from our inter-
ests by civil as well as religious prejudices, that by
their numbers daily sweliing with Catholic emigrants
from Europe, and by their devotion to an administra-
tion so friendly to their religion, they might become
formidable to us, and on occasion, be fit instruments
in the hands of power to reduce the ancient, free
Protestant colonies to the same state of slavery with
themselves.

This was evidently the object of the act: and in this
view, being extremely dangerous to our liberty and
quiet, we cannot forbear complaining of it, as hostile
to British America. Superadded to these considera-
tions, we cannot help deploring the unhappy condition
to which it has reduced the many English settlers
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who, encouraged by the royal proclamation, promis-
ing the enjoyment of all their rights, have pur-
chased estates in that country. They are now the
subjects of an arbitrary government, deprived of trial
by jury, and when imprisoned, cannot claim the bene-
fit of the Aabeas corpus act, that great bulwark and
palladium of English liberty. Nor can we suppress
our astonishment that a British Parliament should
ever consent to establish in that country a religion
that has deluged your island in bleod, ana dispcrsed
impiety, bigotry, persecution, murder, and rebellion,
through every part of the world.

This being a state of facts, let us beseech you to
consider to what end they lead. Admit that the min-
1stry, by the powers of Britain, and the aid of our Ro-
man Catholic neighbours, should be able to carry the
point of taxation, and reduce us to a state of perfect
numiliation and slavery: such an enterprise would
doubtless make some addition to your national debt,
which already presses down your liberties, and fills
you with pensioners and placemen. We presume,
also, that your commerce will somewhat be dimin-
ished. However, suppose you should prove victori-
ous, in what condition will you then be? what
advantages or what laurels will you reap from such
a conquest 7 May not a ministry, with the same
armies enslave you ? it may be said, you will cease to
pay them ; but remember, the taxes from America,
the wealth, and we may add the men, and particularly
the Roman Catholics of this vast continent, will then

be in the power of your enemies; nor will you have
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any reason to expect, that after making slaves of us,
many among us should refuse to assist in reducing you
to the same abject state,

Do not treat this as chimerical. Know that in less

than half a century, the quit-rents reserved to the
rown from the numberless grants of this vast con-
tinent, will pour large streams of wealth into the royal
coffers, And 1if to this be added the power of taxing
America at pleasure, the crown will be rendered inde-
pendent of you for supplies, and will possess more
treasure than may be necessary to purchase the re-
mains of liberty in your island. In a word, take care
that you do not fall into the pit that is preparing
for us.

We believe there is yet much virtue, much justice,
and much public spirit in the English nation. To that
justice we now appeal. You have been told that we
are seditious, impatient of government, and desirous
of independence. Be assured that these are not facts,
but calumnies. Permit us to be as free as yourselves,
and we shall ever esteem a union with you to be our
greatest glory, and our greatest happiness ; we shall
ever be ready to contribute all in our power to the
welfare of the empire; we shall consider your ene-
mies as our enemies, and your interest as our own.

But if you are determined that your ministers shall
wantonly sport with the rights of mankind : if neither
the voice of justice, the dictates of the law, the princi-
ples of the constitution, or the suggestions of human-
ity can restrain your hands from shedding human
blood in such an impious cause, we must then tell
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you, that we will never submit to be hewers of wood
or drawers of water for any ministry or nation in the
world.

Place us in the same situation that we were at the
close of the last war, and our former harmony will be
restored.

But lest the same supineness, and the same inatten-
tion to our common interest, which you have for sev-
eral years shown, should continue, we think it prudent
to anticipate the consequences.

By the destruction of the trade of Boston the min-
istry have endeavoured to induce submission to their
measures. 1 he like fate may befall us all. We wil!
endeavour, therefore, to live without trade, and recur
for subsistence to the fertility and bounty of our na-
tive soil, which affords us all the necessaries, and some
of the conveniences of life. We have suspended our
importation from Great Britain and Ireland; and in
less than a year’s time, unless our grievances should
be redressed, shall discontinue our exports to those
kingdoms, and the West Indies.

It is with the utmost regret, however, that we find
ourselves compelled, by the overruling principles of
self-preservation, to adopt measures detrimental in
their consequences to numbers of our fellow-subjects
in Great Britain and Ireland. But we hope that the
magnanimity and justice of the British nation will fur-
nish a parliament of such wisdom, independence, and
public spirit as may save the violated rights of the
whole empire from the devices of wicked ministers
and evil counsellors, whether in or out of office: and
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thereby restore that harmony, friendship, and fraternal
affection, between all the inhabitants of his majesty’s
kingdoms and territories, so ardently wished for by
every true and honest American.
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LETTER TO THE COMMITTEE OF MECHANICS, NEW YORK.'

GENTLEMEN :

The polite and respectful terms in which you are
pleased to communicate your approbation of our con-
duct, in an important office, demand our most sincere
and grateful acknowledgments.

Honoured by the united suffrages of our fellow-
citizens, and animated by a sense of duty, and the
most cordial affection for our oppressed ccuntry, how-
ever unequal to the delicate and arduous task, we
undertook it with cheerfulness, and have discharged
it with fidelity.

While, from abundant experience, we bear testi-
mony to the unshaken zeal for constitutional liberty,
which has ever distinguished the worthy inhabitants
of this metropolis, and is nobly exerted at the present
alarming crisis, your anxious solicitude for the restora-
tion of that harmony and mutual confidence between
the parent state and America, on which the glory and
stability of the British Empire so absolutely depend,
cannot fail of recommending you to the esteem of all
good men, and of holding you up as an example
worthy of imitation and applause.

el Sl i lewilir

' Letter in answer to an ** Address from the Committee of Mechanicks of New
York, presented to the Delegates who represented the City at the General Con-
gress.” Printed in Force’s ‘* American Archives,”
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To soften the rigour of the calamities to which, in
this tempestuous season, we may be exposed, let us
all, with one heart and voice, endeavour to cultivate
and cherish a spirit of unanimity and mutual benevo-
lence, and to promote that internal tranquillity which
can alone give weight to our laudable efforts for the
preservation of our freedom, and crown them with

success.
We are, gentiemen, with the most affectionate

regard, your obliged and very L. ible servants,

PHILIP LIVINGSTON, James Duane,
JouN Avsop, JoHN Jav,
Isaac Low,

To Mr. Daniel Dunscomb, Chairman, and the Committee of Mechanicks in
the City of New York, [November 18 (7), 1774.]

LETTER FROM CONGRESS TO THE ‘‘ OPPRESSED INHABI-
TANTS OF CANADA.”?

FRrIENDS AND COUNTRYMEN :

Alarmed by the designs of an arbitrary Ministry to
extirpate the rights and liberties of all America, a
sense of common danger conspired with the dictates

! Before its adjournment the Congress of 1774, referred to in note, p. 17,
made provision for the meeting of another similar body on May 10, 1775. In
New York a Provincial Convention was called for the special purpose of elect-
ing delegates to the new Cengress, and on April 22, 1775, Mr. Jay wag again
chosen, with Messrs. Philip Livingston, James Duaune, John Alsop, Simon
Boerumn, William Floyd, Henry Wisner, Philip Schuyler, George Clinton,
Lewis Morris, Francis Lewis, and Robert R. Livingston, Jr., representing the
different counties of the Province, as his colleagues. This Congress of 1775,
which met, as before, at Philadelphia, became the continuous body known as
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of humanity is urging us to call your attention, by our
late address, to this very important object.

Since the conclusion of the late war, we have been
happy in considering you as fellow-subjects ; and from
the commencement of the present plan for subjugating
the Continent, we have viewed you as fellow-sufferers
with us. As we were both entitled by the bounty of
an indulgent Creator to freedom, and being both
devoted by the cruel edicts of a despotick Administra-
tion, to common ruin, we perceived the fate of the
Protestant and Catholick Colonies to be strongly
linked together, and therefore invited you to join with
us in resolving to be free, and 1n rejecting, with disdain,
the fetters of slavery, however artfully polished.

We most sincerely condole with you on the arrival
of that day, in the course of which the sun could no
shine on a single freeman in all your extensive do-
minion. DBe assured that your unmerited degradation
has engaged the most unfeigned pity of your sister

R

the Continental Congress of the Revolution, the individual members changing
from time to time. Jay's first connection with it lasted until May 25, 1776, a
little over & year. During that time he was closely absorbed with his public
tduties and served on many important committees, as the published proceedings
of the Congress show. On May 26th he was appointed with Samuel Adams
and Silas Deane, to prepare and report a letter to the people of Canada, which
was approved, on the 2gth, in the form given above. Jay’s biographer credits
him with its authorship (vol, 1., p. 34), as he does with the authorship of the
'*Address to the People of Ireland,” a document similar in style and having
the same object as that to the Canadians. It appears in Force’s * American
Archives.” Jay was also one of the committee to prepare the declaration issued
by Congress July 6th, *‘ cctting forth the causes and necessity ” of taking up
arms against the mother country. Two days later the ¢ Petition to the King "’
tag signed by the delegates, the document being drawn up by Mr. Dickenson ;
the measare, however, originated with Jay, and was successfully urged by him

against _thioi:g opposition. In regard to this, see ‘‘ Life,” etc., vol. i.. p. 36.
ol 1—3
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colonies; and we flatter ocurselves you will not, by
tamely bearing the yoke, suffer that pity to be sup-
»]anted by contempt.

When hardy attempts are made to deprive men of
rights bestowed by the Almighty; when avenues are
cut through the most solemn compacts for the ad-
mission of despotism; when the plighted faith of
government ceases to give security to dutiful subjects ;
and when the insidious stratagems and manceuvres
of peace become more terrible than the sanguinary
operations of war, it is high time for them to assert
those rights, and with honest indignation oppose the
torrent of oppression rushing in upon them.,

By the introduction of your present form of govern-
ment, or rather present form of tyranny, you and your
wives and your children are made slaves. You have
nothing that you can call your own, and all the fruits
of your labour and industry may be taken from you
whenever an avaricious governor and a rapacious
council may incline to demand them. You are liable
by their ‘edicts to be transported into foreign coun-
tries, to fight battles in which you have no interest,
and to spill your blood in conflicts from which neither
honour nor emolument can be derived. Nay, the
enjoyment of your very religion, on the present
system, depends on a legislature in which you have
no share, and over which you have no control; and
your priests are exposed to expulsion, banishment,
and ruin, whenever their wealth and possessions
furnish sufficient temptation. They cannot be sure
that a virtuous Prince will always fill the throne ; and
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should a wicked or careless King concur with a
wicked Ministry in exacting the treasure and strength
of your country, it is impossible to conceive to what
variety and to what extremes of wretchedness you
may, under the present establishment, be reduced.

We are informed you have already been called upon
to waste your lives in a contest with us. Should you,
by complying in this instance, assent to your new estab-
lishment, and war break out with France, your wealth
and your sons may be sent to perish in expeditions
against their islands in the West Indies.

It cannot be presumed that these considerations
will have no weight with you, or that you are so lost
to all sense of honour. We can never believe that the
present race of Canadians are so degenerated as to
possess neither the spirit, the gallantry, nor the cour-
age of their ancestors. You certainly will not permit
the infamy and disgrace of such pusillanimity to rest
on your own heads, and the consequences of it on your
children forever.

We, for our parts, are determined to live free, or not
at all ; and we are resolved that posterity shall never
reproach us with having brought slaves into the world.

Permit us again to repeat that we are your friends,
not your enemies, and be not imposed upon by those
who may endeavour to create animosities. The tak-
ing of the fort and military stores at 7zconderoga and
Crown Poiné, and the armed vessels on the lake, was
dictated by the great law of self-preservation. They
were intended to annoy us, and to cut off that friendly
intercourse and communication, which has hitherto
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subsisted between you and us. We hope it lias given
you no uneasiness, and you may rely on our assurances
that these Colonies will pursue no measures whatever,
but such as friendship and a regard for our mutual
safety and interest may suggest. |

As our concern for your welfare entitles us to your
friendship, we presume you will not, by doing us an
injury, reduce us to the disagreeable necessity of
treating you as enemies.

We yet entertain hopes of your uniting with us in
the defence of our common liberty, and there is yet
reason to believe, that should we join in imploring the
attention of our Sovereign, to the unmerited and un-
paralleled oppression of his American subiects, he will
at length be undeceived, and forbid a licc .ous Min-

istry any longer te riot in the ruins of the rights
of mankind.

JAY TO MRS, JAY.

My DEAR SALLY :

My last to you was by Mrs. Graham which I hope
you have rec’. It would give me Pleasure to have an
opportunity of acknowledging the Receipt of one from
you. I sometimes fear you are indisposed and that
your silence proceeds from a desire of concealing it.

Your Papa is hearty and well. The Congress spent
yesterday in festivity. The Committee of Safety [of
Philadelphia] were so polite as to invite them to make
a little voyage in their Gondolas as far as the fort which
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is about 12 miles from the City. Each Galley had its
company and each company entertained with variety
of musick, &c, &c. We proceeded six or eight miles
down the River when the tide being spent and the
wind unfavorable, we backed about and with a fine
breeze returned, passed the City and landed six miles
above the town at a pretty little place called Parr’s
Villa. It appearsto have been the property of a gen-
tleman of some taste—a garden, a walk, a summer
house, &c, much out of order and partly in ruins. [
wished you and a few select friends had been with me.
This idea, tho' amidst much noise and mirth, made me
much alone.
Adieu my beloved
I am most sincerely yours

JoHN JaY.
PHILA,., 29 Sept., 1775.

JAY TO COL. WOODHULL, PRESIDENT NEW YORK PRO-
VINCIAL CONGRESS.

PHILADELPH1A, November 26, 177s.

SIR :
[ have the honour of transmitting to you the

enclosed resolutions of Congress relative to the Island
of Bermuda.

We have not yet had the pleasure of hearing that
you had made a House, and are not without some
anxiety on that head. In a few days we shall write
you collectively, and should be glad frequently to be
informed of the State of the Province.
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The New England exploit * is much talked of, and
conjectures are numerous as to the part the Conven.
tion will take relative to it. Some consider it as
an ill compliment to the Government of the Province,
and prophesy that you have too much Christian meek-
ness to take any notice of it. For my own part, I do
not approve of the feat, and think it neither argues
much wisdom nor much bravery; at any rate, if it
was to have been done, I wish our own people, and
not strangers, had taken the liberty of doing it. I
confess I am not a little jealous of the honoar of the
Province, and am persuaded that its reputation cannot
be maintained without some little spirit being mingled
with its prudence.

I am, Sir, with respect and esteem, your most
obedient servant,

JouN jav.
To Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull,

at New York.

JAY TO MRS. JAY.

My Dear Wire :

I have now the pleasure of informing you that the
New York Convention has at length made some pro-
vision for their delegates, vizt., 4 Dollars per day for
their attendance on the last and this Congress, so that
I shall not be so great a Sufferer as 1 once appre-

! The reference hereis to the destruction November 23, 1775, of the Tory Riv-
ington’s press in New York by a party of light horsemen from Connecticut under
Captain Sears, 'The party also seized Bishop Seabury, ¢ Lord " Underhill, Mayor
of Westchester borough, and Judge Fowler, who had protested against the pro-
ceedings of the Continental Congress, and carried them off, with a portion of
Rivington's type, to New Haven,
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hended. The allowance indeed does by no means
equal the loss 1 have sustained by the appointment,
but the Convention I suppose consider the honnr as an
equivalent for the residue.

The Congress this day refused to give me leave of
absence for next week. There are but five New York
Delegates here, Col* Morris and Mr. Lewis being
absent, so that should etither of us leave the town, the
Province would be unrepresented. We expect, how-
ever, soon to adjourn, and your Papa has engaged
Mr. Hooper tc accompany him to Elizabethtown,
where I hope we shall soon be all very happy. My
horses were new shod, wheels greased, cloaths put up
and everything ready to set off early in the morning,
when on going to Congress this morning all my pleas-
ing expectations of seeing you on Christmas Day were
disappointed. Don’t you pity me, my dear Sally ? It
is, however, some consolation that should the Congress
not adjourn in less than ten days, I am determined to
stay with you till , and depend upon it nothing but
actual imprisonment will be able to keep me from you.

At present | find the objections of the Congress so
reasonable that I am sure you would blame me were
I to attempt leaving them without permission
To-morrow or on Tuesday next the Congress will I
believe determine the time of adjournment, so that it is
probable 1 shall have the happiness of wishing you a
happy New Year.

Adieu my beloved
Your aftec

Jonn Jav.
PHILA. 23 Dec™, 1775.
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JAV TO COLONEL McDOUGALL.!
DEAR Sir:

Since writing my last to you I find the Congress
“will not adjourn even for the holidays. They have
not indeed so determined but that seems to be the
opinion of the members.

Where does Mr. Alsop stay? Should any thing
happen to one of us the Colony would be unrepre-
sented. For my part I wish some of the absent
Gent™ would return; we but just make a quorum.
Did not this circumstance forbid my leaving the
Congress I would pay you a short visit during the
session of the Convention. What has become of
Queens and Richmond? Rival governments or gov-
ernors are solecisms in politics.

It appears to be prudent that you should begin to
impose light taxes rather with a view to precedent
than profit. Suppose salt petre, wool, or yarn should
be received in payment; I think such a measuyre
would tend to encourage manufactures. They are
- essential to the support of the poor and care should
be taken to increase materials for them. The people
of this place are amazingly attentive to this object.
It keeps people easy and quiet; by being employed
they gain bread, and when our fellow mortals are
busy and well fed they forget to complain. [ hope
your Convention will leave a Committee of Safety.

Adieu—yours most Sincerely

JoHN Jav.
Phil,, 323 Dec*, 1775.

' Alexander McDougall, of New York City, at thisdate Colonel of the First New
York Continental Regiment and later Brigadier and Major-General in the army.
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ALEXANDER HAMILTON TO JAY.

N. YORK, Decem™ 315t 1775.
DEAR SIR:

It is hardly necessary to inform you that I received your
favour in answer to my letter on the subject of Capt. Sear’s
expedition, and that I shall be at all times ready to comply
with your request of information concerning the state of
the province, or any matters of importance that may arise.
Any thing that may conduce to the public service or may
serve as a testimony of my respect to you wiil be always
gladly embraced by me.

I have much reason to suspect that the tories have it in
contemplation to steal a march upon us, if they can, in
respect of a new Assembly. I believe the governor will
shortly dissolve the old and issue writs for a new one. The
motives for it, at this time, are probably these— It is
hoped the attention of the people being engaged in their
new institutions, Congresses, and the like, they will think
the Assembly of little importance, and will not exert them-
selves as they ought to do, whereby the tories will have an
opportunity to elect their own creatures, or at least it is
expected the people may be thrown into divisions and
ferments, injurious fo present measures.

The tories will be no doubt very artful and intriguing,
and it behooves us to be very vigilant and cautious. I have
thrown out a hand bill or two to give the necessary alarm,
and shall second them by others.

It appears to me that as the best way to keep the atten-
tion of the people united and fixed to the same point, it
would be expedient that four of our Continental delegates
should be candidates for this city and county,—Mr, Living-
ston, Mr. Alsop, Mr. Lewis, and Mr. Jay. The minds of
all our friends will naturally tend to these, and the opposi-
tion will of course be weak and contemptible, for the whigs
I doubt not constitute a large majority of the people. If
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you approve the hint I should wish for your presence here.
Absence you know is not very favorable to the influence of
any person however great. 1 shall give you farther notice
as I see the scheme advance to execution. I am D" Sir
Your very humb. servant,
A. HAMILTON.'

el

JAY TO ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON.?®

Pu,, 6th Jan,, 2776.
DEAR ROBERT :

Amid the various sources of consolation in seasons
of poignant distress, which the wise have long amused
themselves and the world with, the little share of
observation and experience which has fallen to my lot
convinces me that resignation to the dispensations of
a benevolent as well as omnipotent Being can alone
administer relief. The sensations which the first
paragraph of your letter has occasioned mock the
force of philosophy, and I confess have rendered me
the sport of feelings which you can more easily con-
ceive than I express. Grief, if a weakness, is never-
theless on certain occasions amiable, and recommends
itself by being in the train of passions which follow
virtue, But remember, my friend, that your country
bleeds and calls for your exertions. The fate of those
very friends whose misfortunes so justly afflict you, is
linked with the common cause, and cannot have a
separate issue. Rouse, therefore, and after vigorously

1 ¢ Young Hamilton,” as Jay speaks of him at this date, then in his nine-
teenth year.,

* Delegate from New York in Continetal Congress; subsequently Chancel-
lor, etc. -



P ey e - yrialiiale - R — s

gy ayr . — ————. ——

JAY TO ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON. 43

— -— —_ _— e A A i oy o2 Am— T — T ww am— -_r m —

discharging the duties you owe your country, return
to your peaceful shades, and supply the place of your
former joys, by the reflection that they are only re-
moved to a more kindred soil, like flowers from a
thorny wilderness by a friendly florist, under whose
care they will flourish and bloom, and court your em-
braces for ever. Accept my warmest thanks for the
ardour with which you wish a continuance and in-
crease of that friendship to which I have long been
much indebted. Be assured that its duration will
always be among the first objects of my care. Let
us unite in proving by our example that the rule
which declares juvenile friendships, like vernal flowers,
to be of short continuance, is not without exceptions,
even in our degenerate days. NMr. Deane has this
moment come in, so that I must conclude, as I hope
to conclude every letter to you, with an assurance that
I am

Your affectionate friend,
Joun jav.

P. S.—s50 tons of saltpetre arrived this day.

i W Eiiph. w Ep———————
P

JAY TO ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON.

PHILADELPHIA, 4th March, 1776.
My DEARr FrienDp :

Fame says you are still much indisposed. I pray
God she may on this, as she does on many other
occasions, prove a liar. 1 wrote you last week from
Elizabethtown. Tell me whether you have received
that, and which other of my leicers. I was in hopes
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of finding a letter from you here for me; and the
disappointment is the greater, as the state of your
health for some time past has given me much anxiety.
The prospect of being soon deprived of a father, and
probably a mother, whom you know I tenderly love,
the unhappy sitvation of my family, added to the dis-
tress I feel for the late misfortunes and sickness of
my friend, have occasioned more gloor. y ideas in my
mind than it has ever before been the subject of : de-
spondency, however, ill becomes a man. ! hope I
shall meet every severe stroke of fate with firmness
and resignation, though not with sullen indifference.
It gives me consolation to reflect that the human race
are immortal, that my parents and friends will b=
divided from me only by a curtain which will soor: be
drawn up, and that our great and benevolent Creator
will (if I please) be my guide through this vale of
tears to our eternal and blessed habitation.
Notwithstanding your letter, I shall expect that
your disorder is to be ascribed more to your solici-
tude than constitution. I well remember that though
to appearance not robust, you could endure great
fatigue, and few of our contemporaries have enjoyed
more health than yourself. 1 have a kind of conf-
derrce that exercise, temperance, and cheerfulness
would be as friendly to you as they were to old Cor-
NARO. 1 wish you could get away from home and
pursue no other objects. Try, if it be only for a
month or two, and give up all kind of business of
what nature soever. -Don’t permit anybody to say a
word to you about your causes, your rents, your farm
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—nay, for the present avoid even politics, defer join-
ing the Congress, the Assembly, or any other body
of men whose object is business. Suppose, when the
season becomes more mild, you were to take lodgings
at Bristol? The waters would probably be useful to
you, you would see as much and as little company as
you pleased, and I promise to go to church with you
every Sunday. Tell Mrs, Livingston 1 beg she wiil
join her persuasion to mine. Such a little journey
would be useful to you both, and I should think the
middle of April would not be too early for it.

The Committee for Canada was appointed before I
~reached this place. It consists of Dr. Franklin, Mr.
Chase, and a Mr, Carrol from Maryland. Had I
been here I should have proposed you, though I
must confess I think you can employ your time more
to the advantage of your health in many other ways.
Your country has no demands upon you till that be
re-established. Let me entreat you, therefore, to
confine your attention to it. Twenty-seven tons of
powder, some saltpetre, and three hundred arms ar-
rived here yesterday, and we hear from good authority
that five tons of powder have arrived safe at North
Carolina.

This is all the news I have heard since I have been
in town. As to politics, you know the letters of Con-
gress people should be silent on that subject in these
times, when letters often miscarry, &c. God bless
you and give you health.

I am yours, &c.
JOHN Jav.
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COLONEL McDOUGALL TO JAY.

HEAD QUARTERS, 78 March, 17%6.
DEAR SIR:

While I am waiting for General Lee, just at the Point of
his departure, I am induced to put a few incoherent thoughts
together. 1 fear the Confederacy will suffer by altering
(General Lee's destination, from Canada. The officer who
is to command there should speak French, if such an officer .
can be procured; a Frenchman's eyes sparkle when he is
addressed in that Language ; many reasons might be urged
in favor of his taking that command. The confidence the
well affected Canadians would have in his experience, as
well as our Troops loudly proclaim him to be the man.
The advantages of his acquaintance with the manners of
the people of that nation is among the many motives that
designate him for that Colony. The object of the Enemy
there will be more fixed than in Virginia, which renders it
more necessary the officer should be a man of experience.
In Virginia the attacks of the Enemy must fr- n the nature
of the Country be ‘rregular, and may therefore be more
easily repulsed by an officer of less experience than those
made on Quebec, in the Spring. For you may rest assured
the ministry will pay particular attention to the relief of
that Town & Colony, for there they have some prospect
with a tolerable force to secure the Province, not only
from the Confederacy, but to gain some strength by awing
the inhabitants to take up arms in their favor. Such an
event would greatly increase our embarassment. If these
reasons have any weight pray reconsider the expediency of
sending the General to the Southard. The sloop we are
fittir g out is ready, but waits to know from Congress what
pay you allow the officers and saylors on board the Smalest
Continental Vessels, and the description of the Continental
Colours. [ deg you to furnish me with a Copy of these with-
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out delay as tie Public Service suffers, without regarding at
whose expense the armament i1s to be. Send me also a
sample of the Pikes made at Phil®.
I am in great Haste
Your affectionate
ALEX®. MCIDOUGALL.

FREDERICK JAY® TO JAY.

NEW YORK, 16" March, 1776.
DEAR JACK:

Yours of the 1oth Inst., I have now before me. 1 received
a letter from Papa yesterday, by which I find that he is
better—tho’ very weak. You may depend that if he does
grow worse 1 shall acquaint you of it. I should have re-
turned to Rye long ere this, but receiving a cargoe from
Curacao, was obliged to stay. Have sold all off & put £200
in my Pocket; the first cost was £288— ~—6-—good busi-
ness—but times are such at present z. deters me from
order® any thing more. This Day all our militia turned
out with great spirit. They are throwing up entrenchments
at the Hospital, Bayard’s Mount, at the Furnace, Peck’s
slip, Beekman’s slip, Ten Eyck’s wharf, Back of the Gover-
nor's House, & several other Places. Never did People in
the world act with more Spirit & Resolution than the New
Yorkers do at this present time.

Your affec Brother

F. Jay.

B s

! John Jav’s next younger brother, who had been with him on the N. Y.
Committee of One Hundred in 1775, and who was associated with the local
committee in Westchester Co. in 1776 ; afterwards member of the N, V.
Assembly to thc close of the war.
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ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON TO JAY.

CLAREMOUNT, 20th March, 17%6.
DEAR JOHN:

Your letters of 26th Jan., 25th Feb., and 4th inst., are all
before me." They are written with so much friendship and
affection as to afford me great consolation, and convince
me, notwithstanding my heavy losses, that in you I have
more left than falls to the lot of most of my fellow-mortals,
May the blessing be continued to me, and 1 know how to
value it.

I sympathize most sincerely with you in your melancholy
apprehensions about your parents. I know and [ can feel
such a loss ; but you draw your consolation from a never-
failing source, which will enable you to bear this misfortune
whenever it shall happen, with that resignation to the will
of Heaven which becomes one who is satisfied both of its
wisdom and geodness. If we could shake off human frailty
in the hour of affliction, we should certainly think it less
reasonable to lament the death of a good man than to com-

plain of the absence of a friend, who by that absence infi-
mtely Increases his happmess to wish them back is selﬁsh

N el ey

oy

IIna letter of the 25th February, Jay writes to megston

' Your letter of the 152 inst. informs me that you continuc indisposed and
that you are nursing yourself at home. 1 am sorry for both. The first alarms
me on account of your health and the second forbodes your being long sick.
Amusement and exercise ovght to be your objects ; at home you can have little of
éither. Domestic concerns, variety of business and twenty things going wrong
for want of that care and ittention which a sick man should not think-of, agitate
your mind and prevent that even flow of spirits and that calm throughout the whole
man so necessary to invite the return of health. This would be my case were
I in your situation, If it pe yours get rid of it. The spring advances fast and
as scon as the roads will permit you, go to the camp, to Philadelphia, in short
anywhere, so that you are but moving. You must, however, leave off riding
post-—no more 60 or 70 miles a day. Travel like a citizen of the world who
thinks himself at home at every inn, and leaves it as you would your house when
you are about to take an airing. If I can with any tolerable propriety leave
the Congress I will accompany you, and as I have often done, save your horse
from many a sweat.”
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and unworthy of true friendship, and yet we may, we must
grieve when we are not permitted to take leave. It is, I
am sensible, a weakness, but I cannot help suffering myself
to be afflicted at this circumstance. I know the pleasure
that the best of fathers always took in my company and
conversation; and when I indulge the thought, I am un-
happy that by my absence I lessened any of his enjoyments.
But where am I running. God bless you—farewell.
Y our {riend,
ROBERT R. L1IVINGSTON.

e -, —
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JAY TO COLONEL McDOUGALL.

PHILADELPHIA, March 23, 17706
DEAR COLONEL:

When the clerk of the Congress gave me the
printed papers which [ enclosed you, he told me they
contained the navy establishment. Whatever defi-
ciencies there may be in them as to that matter, will
I hope be supplied by the extract now enclosed.

As to Continental colours, the Congress have made
no order as yet concerning them, and 1 believe the
captains of their armed vessels have in that particular
been directed by their own fancies and inclinations.
I remember to have seen a flag designed for one of
them, on which was extremely well painted a large
rattlesnake, rearing his crest and shaking his rattles,
with this motto, “ Dor't tread on me,’ but whether
this device was generally adopted by the fleet, I am
not able tc say,—I rather think it was not.

I am by no means without my apprehensions of

danger from that licentiousness which in your situa-
Vol I—4
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tion is not uncommon ; nothing will contribute more
to its suppression than a vigorous exertion of the
powers vested in your Convention and Committee of
Safety, at least till more regular forms can be intro-
duced. The tenderness shown to some wild people
on account of their supposed attachment to the cause,
has been of disservice. Their eccentric behaviour,
by passing unreproved, has gained countenance, and
has lessened your authority, and diminished that dig-
nity so essential and necessary to give weight and
respect to your ordinances. Some of your own peo-
ple are daily instigated (if not employed) to calumniate
and abuse the whole province, and misrepresent all
their actions and intentions. One in particular has
had the impudence to intimate to certain persons that
your battalions last campaign were not half full, and
that Schaick’s regiment had mcre officers than pri-
vates ; others report that you have all along supplied
the men-of-war with whatever they pleased to have,
and thrcugh them our enemies in Boston. By tales
like these they pay their court to people who have
more ostensible consequence than real honesty, and
more cunning than wisdom.

I am happy to find that our intermeddling in the
affair of the test is agreeable to you. For God’s sake
resist all such attempts for the future,

Your own discernment has pointed out to you the
principle of Lord Stirling’s advancement; had the
age of a colonel’s commission been a proper rule, it
would have determined in favour of some colonel at
Cambridge, inany of whose commissions are prior in
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date to any in, New-York. The spirit you betray on
this occasion becomes a soldier.

The enclosed copy of a resolve of Congress will, 1
hope, settle all doubts relative to rank, which may
arise from your new commission. The consequence
you drew from that circumstance was more ingenious
than solid, for I can assure you that the Congress
were not disposed to do any thing wrong or un-
civil ; and 1 can also add, that your not having joined
your regiment last summer has been explained to their
satisfaction, as far as I am able to judge; with respect
to this, however, as well as some other matters, I shall
defer particulars till we meet. In a word, with some
men in these as in other times, a man must either be
their tool and be despised, or act a firm disinterested
part and be abused. The latter has in one or two
matters been your fate, as well as that of many other
good men. Adieu. 1 am, dear sir,

Your friend,
JouN Jav.

JAY TO COMMITTEE OF SAFETY, NEW YORK.

PHILADELPHIA, April 7, 1770.
(GENTLEMEN :

The Congress having been informed of a very
extraordinary oath, ordered by Gov. Tryon to be
administered to passengersin the late packet, whereby
they bound themselves not to disclose any thing rela-
tive to American affairs except to the ministry, have
appointed a Committee {of which I am one) to
ascertain this fact.



e s S sl el il A "l —— R o

el ——

Y WS- i .yl e—

—— et e ———,

52 CORRESPONDENCE AND PUBLIC PAPERS.

S ———— e i —— ol &

ik s ——

I must therefore request of you, gentlemen, to
appoint proper persons to examine into this matter,
and if possible ascertain the truth of the report, by
affidavits taken before the mayor or one of the judges
of the Supreme Court.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen,
Your most obedient servant

JorN Jav.
To the Honble. the Committee of Safety

for the Colony of New York.

CONGRESS AND INDEPENDENCE.®

It has long been the art of the enemies of America
to sow the seeds of dissensions among us and there-
by weaken that union on which our salvation from
tyranny depends. For this purpose jealousies have
been endeavoured to be executeds and false reports,
wicked slanders, and insidious misrepresentations in-
dustriously formed and propagated.

Well knowing that while the people reposed confi-
dence in the Congress the designs of the ministry

[

! In the ecarly stages of the discussion on the expedaency of formally separat-
ing from the mother country, Jay, with the majority of his colleagues in
Congress and the leaders of the day, took a conservative position. The above
paper was doubtless intended, with ta.:v others printed at the time, to forestall
precipitate action on so vital a questios, Whether it was published in the
form here given does not appear, but a longer communication signed ¢ Seek
Truth,” foliowing the same line of argument and containing the same or like
extracts from the records of Congress, is to be found in Force’s ** American
Archives,” 4th Ser., vol. v., p. 1011, suggesting the possibility that it may have
been Jay's own elaboration of this first draft preserved among his papers. As
the situation changed and 8 Declaration of Independence became the one
necessary and saving step, few men Jabored more zealously to make it an accom-
plished fact than Jay. See his resolutions in N. Y. Convention, July g, 1770.
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would probably be .ustrated, no pains have been
spared to traduce that respectable assembly and mis-
represent their designs and actions. Among other
aspersions cast upon them, is an ungenerous and
groundless charge of their aiming at independence, or
a total separation from Great Britain. Whoever will
be at the trouble of reviewing their Journal will find
ample testimony against this accusation, and for the
sake of those who may not have either leisure or
opportunity to peruse it, I have selected the following
paragraphs which abundantly prove the malice and
falsity of such a charge.

Page 59.—The Congress in giving orders for securing the
stores taken at Crown Point and Ticonderogah direct * That
an exact inventory be taken of all such cannon and stores,
in order that they may be safely returned, when the Resto-
ration of the former Harmony between Great Britain &
these Colonies, so ardently wished for by the latter, shall
render it prudent and consistent with the over-ruling Law
of self Preservation.”

Page 63.—The Congress after resolving that the Colonies
ought to be put in a state of Defence, thus proceed—¢ But
as we most ardently wish jfor a Restoration of the Harmony
formerly subsisting between our mother country and these
Colonies, the interruption of which must, at all events be
exceedingly injurious to both countries, ¢kat with a sincere
Design of contributing by all the means in our Power, (not in-
compatible with a just regard for the undoubted Rights and
true interests of these Colonies) 2o the Promotion of their
most dessrable Reconciliation an humble and dutiful Petition
be presented to his Majesty, Resolved 2hat measures be
enteved into for opening a negotiation, in erder Lo accommodale
the unhappy Disputes subsisting between Great DBritain and
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these Colontes, and that 741s be made a Part of the Petition to
the King.”

Page 64.—The Congress recommend to the Convention
of New York “ to persevere the more vigorously in prepar-
ing for their Defence, as it is very uncertain whether 24¢
carnest endeavours of the Congress to accommodate the unhappy
Differences between Great Brifain and the Colonies, by con-
ctliatory measures will be successful.”

Page 84.—The Congress in order to rescue the Province
of Massachusetts Bay from anarchy, advise their ‘* Assem-
bly or Council exercise the Powers of Government «n#:/ o
Governor of his Majesty's appointment will consent to govern
the colony according to its charter.”

Page 87.-—The Congress in their vote for a general fast
recommend that we should * offer up our 1oint supplications
to the all wise, omnipotent and merciful Disposer of all
izvents (among other things) Zo dless our rightful Sovereign
King George ihe third, that a speedy end may be put to the
crvil Discord between Great Britain and the American Colonies
without further effusion of Blood, and tHat all America may
soon behold a gracious Interposition of Heaven for the
Redress of her many Grievances, the Restoration of her
invaded Rights, and a Reconciliation with the parent State on
Lerms constitutional and honourable to both.”

Page 149.—The Congress after declaring the Reasons
which Compelled them to recur to arms, then express them-
selves—* Lest this Declaration should disquiet the minds of
our {riends and fellow subjects in any Part of the Empire,
we assure them that we mean not to dissolve that unson whick
kas so long and so happily subsisted between us, and which we
sincerely wzs/ to see restored. Necessity has not yet driven
us into that desperare measure, or induced us to excite any
other nation to war against them. We Aave not raised armies

with ambitious Designs of separating from Great Britain, and
establishing independent States,”
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150.—* We most humbly implore the Divine goodness #o
dispose our adversaries to Reconctliation on reasonable terns.”

Page 155.—In the Petition to the King, every line of
which breaths afiection for his Majesty & Great Britain, are
these remarkable sentences:

‘““ Attached to your Majesty’s Person, Family and Gov-
ernment, with all the Devotion that Principle and affection
can inspire, connected with Great Britain by the strongest iies
that can unite Societies, and deploring every Event that lends
in any degree to weaken them, we solemnly assure your
Majesty, that we not only most ardently desire the former
Harmony between her and these colonies may be restored, but.
that a Concord may be establisied between them upon so firm
a basis as to perpetuate its blessings uninterrupted &y any
Sfuiure Dissentions to succeeding Generations in both coun-
tries.” “ We beg leave further to assure your Majesty that
notwithstanding the suffezings of your loyal colonists during
the course of this present controversy cur Breasts retain
200 tender a Regard for the Kingdom from whick we derive orwr
origin, to request such a Reconciliation as might in any man-
- ner be inconsistent with ker Dignily or welfare.”

Page 163.—In the last address of the Congress to the
People of Great Britain are the following Passages :

“We are accused of aiming at Independence ; but kow is
this accusation swpported ? by the allegations of your mun-
ssters, not by our actions. Abused, insulted and contemned,
what steps have we pursued to obiain Redress ¢ We have car-
rted our dutiful Petitions to the Throne,; we have applied to
your justice for Relief.”

Page 165.—*¢ Give us leave most solemnly to assure you
that we have not yet lost sight of the object we have ever /iad in
view, a Reconciliation with you on constituitonal Principles, and
a Restoration of that friendly Intercourse whick to the advan-
tage of both, we till lately maintained.”

Page 172.—In the address of the Congress to the Lord
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Mayor, Aldermen and Livery of London, there is this Para-
graph, vizt:

“ North America, my Lords, wishes most ardently for a
lasting connection with Great Britain on terms of just and
equal liberty.”

From these testimonies it appears extremely evi-
dent that to charge the Congress with aiming at a
separation of these colonies from Great Britain, is to
charge them falsely and without a single spark of
evidence to support the accusation. Many other
passages in their Journal might be menticned, but as
that would exceed the limits of this paper, I shall
reserve them for some future publication.

It is much to be wished that people would read the
Proceedings of the Congress and consult their own
judgments, and not suffer themselves to be duped by
men who are paid for decerving them.

el S — - R, S Ty
a—

JAY TO MARINUS WILLETT.®
DIR :

It is much to be regretted that all human affairsare
liable to errors and imperfections, and that real as
well as imaginary evils are so widely spread thro’ the
world. |

The subject of your letter deserves attention ; it is,
however, unnecessary for me to repeat what I have
already said relative to it, except again to assure you
that my endeavours shall not be wanting to obtain for
you an appomntment equal to your merit. General

* Marinus Willett, lately captain in McDougall's regiment, and subsequently
lieutenant-colonel in the New York Continental Line ; mayor of New York, 1807,
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Schuyler’s letter does you honor, and had it been
made known to the members of “"Ingress a few
months sooner, I am confident 1t ouid have had
all the influence you would have wished.

I hope care will be taken of the officers you allude
to; men who deserve well of the country are entitled
-to its regard, and in my opinion no opportunity of
distinguishing and rewarding merit ought to be
omitted.

I am glad your indisposition is removed, and hope
it will not be long before an occasion of again calling
you to the service of your country will present itself.

I am, sir,
Your very humble servant,

JOHN JAv.
Philadelphia, 27 April, 1776.

JAY TO COLONEL McDOUGALL.

PHILADELPHIA, 27th April, 1776.
DeArR COLONEL:

Accept my thanks for your friendly letter of the
16th instant, and its enclosures, which contain useful
as well as agreeable information. I am glad to see
New York doing something in the naval way, and
think the encouragement given by your Convention
to the manufacture of arms, powder, saltpetre, and
sea-salt does them honour.

Many of the reasons you allege for delaying taxa-
tion are weighty, and I confess did not occur to me.
It is certainly unreasonable to impose on the city, in
Its present circumstances, so great a share of the
public expenses.
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The late election, so far as it respects yourself, has
taken a turn I did not expect, and at a loss to account
for, except on the principle of your holding a military
office, or that mutability which from various causes
often strongly marks popular opinions of men and
measures in times like these. But whatever may
have been the reason, I am persuaded that the zeal
you have shown and the sacrifices you have made in
this great cause will always afford you the most pleas-
ing reflections, and wiil one day not only merit, but
receive the gratitude of your ‘ellow-citizens. Pos-
terity you know always does justice. Let no circums-
stances of this kind diminish your ardour; but by
persevering in a firm uniform course of conduct,
silence detraction and compel approbation.

I am much obliged to you for your kind attention
to my house; and be assured that I shall omit no
opportunity of evincing the esteem and sincerity
with which I am |

Your iriend and humble servant,
JoHN Jav.

ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON TO JAY.'

PHILADELPHIA, 7% May, 1776.
DEAR JOHN:

I was so unfortunate as to miss the last poust, by which
means 1 was prevented from letting you hear what I had
done about getting vour lodgings at Bristol, & the lmport-

e e e e S—

! Jay, who had been an almost constant attendant on Congress for a year, was
now for many months to be associated with the public bodiec and affairs of his
cwn Province, On the third Tuesday of April, 1776, he was elected member
of the New York Congress, and on May 25th he took his seat in that body.
His seat in the Continental Congress was not vacated by this change, and he
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ant business that had been trans~cted here before I arrived.
I could not find a tolerable hou: .n Bristol, the rooms that
were unoccupied were all too small & hot for invalids,
& there was no house that could furnish more than two so
that we could not have been together, tho' had the rooms
heen tolerable we might have made out by taking two ad-
joining houses had not the landladys nose placed such an
obstruction in my way as my regard for your future poster-
ity rendered it impossible for me to get over. However I
have provided three Bedrooms & a large parlourin a retired
country house, about two miles from Bristol upon the banks
of the [Delaware] where we shall have plentiful provisions
for our horses, good fishing before the door, a tavern about
4 of a mile from us to lodge our friends, & in short every
thing that we can wish to render our situation agreeable.
The lodgings are to be entcred upon next Wednesday, by
which time I hope to see you & Mrs. Jay there; it is abso-
lutely necessary you shd. come to settle the arrangement of
our family. And (what is much more important) to settle
another arrangment which I most heartily wish we could
unite in making. Mr. Duane tells me he has enclosed you
a copy of the resolutions of the 15th. I make no observa-
tions on it in this place for fear of accidents. It has occa-

probably would have returned to Philadelphia but for the important matters to
come before the New York Congress requiring his presence there. The recom-
mendation of the Conutinental Congress to the several colonies to adopt new and
constitutional forms of government especially required careful deliberation, and
the New York Congress directed him not to leave them *‘without further
orders.” Jay's letters show that he was heartily in favor of a change in the
provincial government, but as the House had not been instructed on this issue,
it called for the election of a new body, which took the name of the New York
Convention—Jay being :cturned as a member from New York City. The
Convention met at White Plains, July gth, and 2 committee subsequently
appointed to report on the proposed measure, The exigencies of the campaign
for that year, however, delayed action on the adoption of a new form of gov-
ernment, until March-April of the following year, as appears from the note to
the Livingston-Morris letter of April 26, 1777. Jay, meantime, was buried
in the work of important committees.
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sioned a great alarm here, & the cautious folks are very
fearful of its being attended with many ill consequences
1ext week when the Assembly are to meet ; some points of
the last importance are to be agitated (as we imagine) very
early. I wish to God you could be here. 1f you do not get
this Iecngth meet me at least at Bristol next week from
whence you may return in a few days & send some of our
delegates along as the province will otherwise be often un-
represented, since I find it inconsistant with my health to
be close in my attendance in Congress. You have by this
time sounded our people, I hope they are satisfied of the
necessity of assumming a new form of Government ; let me
hear (if you dont come yourself) in what channel it will
probably run. Let me know the mode in which new
powers (for the old are insufficient) are to be obtained;
it by a dissolution it will be necessary to go home. Let
me also know in what spheie you yourself chuse to move.
You are so necessary here, that 1 will consent to no law
" which will make the honours I wish you to possess incon-
sistant with your attendance on Congress. I have a thought
which if carried into execution might render ours the favor-
ite colony, & offset the absurd claims of our neighbours,
which may hereafter be very troublesome, but it requires
much consideration, & may perhaps be impracticable. I
will reserve it (with other of my reveries) till one of those
happy hours in which I permit myself to think aloud in
your hearing. If you should see Benson it would not
be amiss to let him know that I am a little hurt at his
conduct ; it may induce him to alter it without my coming
to an explanation which might possibly occasion a coolness
which I wish to avoid. Farewell—may heaven bless you &
put an end to these evils which break in so cruelly upon our
Domestick enjoyments even, & render our reflection on past
pleasures the most agreeable part of our present friendship.
Your friend &c.

R. R. LIVINGSTON.
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JAMES DUANE TO JAY.

I wrote you, my dear Sir, a hasty scrawl by the post ona
most important subject.” You know the Maryland Instruc-
tions and those of Pensylvania. 1 am greatly in doubt
whether either of their Assemblies or Conventions will
listc. to a recommendation the preamble of which so
openly avows independence & separation. The lower
Counties will probably adhere to Pensylvania. New Jer-
sey you can gain a good judgement of from the reception
this important Resolution has met with. The orators of
Virginia with Col. Henry at their head are against a Change
of Government; the body of the people, Col. Nelson, on
whose authority you have this sent, thinks are for it. The
late Election of Deputies for the Convention of New York
sufficiently proves that those who assumed [excessive] fer-
ver & gave laws even to the Convention & Committees
were unsupported by the people. There seems therefore
no reason that our Colony shou’d be tco precipitate in
changing the present mode of Governmenrt. I wou'd first
be well assured of the opinion of the Inhabitants at large.
Let them be rather followed than driven on an occasion of
such moment. But, above all, let us see the conduct of the
middle Colonies before we come to a decision: It cannot
injure us to wait a few weeks: the advantage will be great
for this trying question will clearly discover the true prin-
mples & the extent of the Union of the Colonies. This,

! Duane was one of the delegates from New York in the Continental Con-
gress., In the first sentence of the above letter he refers to one of May 16th,
in which he wrote to Jay as foliows :

‘‘ Yesterday, my dear Friend, was an important day productive of the Reso-
lutions of which I enclose you a copy. 1 shall not enter into particulars : the
Resolution itself first passed and then a Ccmmittee was appointed to fit it with
a preambiez. Compare them with each other and it will probably lead you
into Reflections which I dare not point out. I hope youn will relieve me soon
as | am impatient to visit my Friends : 1 look upon Business here to be in such
& train that I can well be spared.” The resolution referred to change oi
colonial governments already mentioned.
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my dear Sir, is a delicate subject on which I cannot enlarge
at present. If I can be [of service] I would immediately
set out and give you a meeting—pray hasten the release of
one of the Gentlemen. I know you ought to be at the Con-
vention who are not informed of the state and temper of
their neighbours, & want, at least in this Respect, some
Assistance.

I am pleased with the situation Mr. Livingston has found
for your Saturday's retreat on the Banks of the [Delaware)
—nothing cou’'d have been more convenient. Present my
compliments to Mrs. Jay and |

believe me to be with great Regard
Dr. Sir
your affectionate & most obdt. Servt.

JAS. DUANE.
PHILAD,, 18% May, 1776.

ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON TO JAY.

PHILADELPHIA, 21 May, £776.
DEAR JOHN:

I am much mortified at not hearing from you. I wrote
to you last week, and am just now setting out for Bristol in
order to meet Mrs. Livingston. T could wish to find Mrs.
Jay there also. Pray send some of our coileagues along,
otherwise I must be more confined than either my health
or inclination will allow. You have doubtless seen the
account brought by the Riflemar irom London, by which it
appears we shall have at least 34,000 commissioners.

If your Congress have any spirit, they will at least build
fourteen or fifteen light boats capable of carrying a twelve-
pounder, to secure Hudson River, which is to be the chief
scene of action, The carpenters employed on the frigate
would buiid two or three a day, if they were built in the
manner of batteaux, which is the true construction.
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I wish you would direct Gaine to send me his paper. God

bless you.
Yours, most sincerely,

R. R. LIVINGSTON.

JAY TO JAMES DUANE,
DEAR SIR:

Since my last, I have had the pleasure of receiving
your letter of the 25th inst. and am obliged to you
for the intelligence contained in 1t.* So great are the
inconveniences resulting from the present mode of
government, that I believe our Convention will
almost unanimously agree to institute a better, to
continue till a peace with Great Britain may render
it unnecessary.

The proceedings of Maryland will probably check
the ardor of some people; I fear that the divisions of
Pennsylvania will injure the common cause.

Mrs. Jay is so much better as to quit her room.

1 In a letter of May 25th, Duane informs Jay that Maryland dissen.s from
the recommendation of Congress to institute new governments in the colonies,
and that there is division of sentiment in Pennsylvania. Respecting the latter
Duane writes: °‘‘ The General Assembly of Pensylvania is averse to any
Change. The people of this Town [Phila.] assembled last Monday in the
State house yard & agreed to a set of Resolutions in favour of a Change.
Another body are signing a Remonstrance against the acts of that meeting and
in support of the Assembly. The Committee for the County of Philadelohia
have unanimously sapported the Assembly & protested against any Change.
It is supposed the other Counties will follow their example & take a part In
the dispute. Is it not to be feared tbat this point of Dissention will spread
itself into the adjoining Colonies? But I intend to make no Reflections—the
facts I have hinted at will be published.” Duane adds that he is awaiting the
return of one of the absent delegates from New York to visit his own family :
‘“ It is more than 9 months since I have seen my children & I have spent
but about ten days in that time with Mrs. Duane.”
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When 1 shall return is uncertain, the Convention
having directed me not to leave them till further
order.

Be so kind as to inform Mr. Lynch that I have not
yet been able to procure a horse for him. We find
mares fit for riding have, in consequence of the re-
solve of Congress forbidding races, been put to
breeding; and I believe it will be difficult to get a
handsome gelding. 1 shall, however, continue my in-
quiries, and should I meet with any thing very clever,
shall perhaps be rather lavish of his guineas. Be
pleased to present my Compliments to him and Mr.
Rutledge, and don’t forget either Merkle or White
Eves. I am, dear sir,

Your most obedient servant,

JoeN JAv.
New YORK, 2q9th May, x776.

JAY TO ROBERT R, LIVINGSTON,

NEw YORK, zgth May, 1775.
DEAR ROBERT:

The pleasure I expected from a junction of all our
families at Bristol has vanished. "Dr. Bard tells me
the waters there would be injurious to Mrs. Jay’s
complaints; so that I shall again take a solitary ride
to Philadelphia, whenever the Convention, who di-
rected me to abide here until their further order,
shall think proper to dismiss me.

Messrs. Alsop and Lewis set out nexi Saturday for
Philadelphia. Mr. Duane informs me that he is
about to return home, and considering how long he



m -y i, Sl —— e el e Al e S s el wai il S el S Wiy S .

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO JAY. 6

e il - . e - -

has be :n1 absent from his family, I think him entitled
to that indulgence. I pray God that your health
may enable you to attend constantly, at least till it
may be in my power to relieve you. Is Mr. Clinton
returned ?

Our Convention will, I believe, institute a better
government than the present, which in my opinion
will no longer work any thing but mischief; and al-
though the measure of obtaining authority by instruc-
tions may have its advocates, I have reason to think
that such a resolution wiil be taken as will open a
door to the election of new or additional members.
But be the resolution what it may, you s.all have the
earliest advice of it. And should my conjectures
prove right, I shall inform the members of Duchess of
your readiness to serve, and advise them to elect you.

Don’t be uneasy at receiving so few letters from
me. | have been so distressed by the ill health of
ny wife and parents, that I have scarce written any
thing.

I am, dear Robert, your aftectionate friend,
JouN Jav.

P sl iy e————

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO JAY.®

Genl- Washington presents his complimts. to Mr. Living-
ston & Mr. Jay—thanks them most cordially for their kind
Information & Invitation; but is so exceedingly hurried

sl Vre—_

! For the proceedings against Gilbert Forbes, a gunsmith in New York,
charged with conspiring against the person of the Commander-in-Chief, see
‘“ Am. Archives,” 4th Series, vol. vi., p. 1178. Livingston, Jay, and G. Morris

were a secret committee appointed by the Convention to ferret out the plot.
Vol I-—5
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just at this time, that it is not in his power to attend the
examination of G. Forbes. He begs it may go on, and will
take it exceedingly kind if Forbes and the examination when
taken, be sent to head Quarters at half after four o’clock,
when the Genera! will have an officer or two present to
question him, & com.pare his answers with the information
given Mr. Livingston and Mr. Jay.
HEAD QUARTERS 20" June, 1776.

EDWARD RUTLEDGE® TO JAY.
PHILADA: June 2¢'", 1776.
My DEAR JAY:

I write this for the express Purpose of requesting that if
possible you will give your Attendance in Congress on
Monday next. 1 know full well that your Presence must
be . . . useful at New York, but am sincerely con-
vinced that it will be absolutely neczssary in this City
during the whole of the ensuing Week.—A Declaration of
Independence, the Form of a Confederation of these

i Edward Rutledge, delegate from Charleston, S. C. In aletter of June 8th,
he wrote to Jay:

‘‘ The Congress sat till 7 o'clock this evening in consequence of a motion of
R. H. Lee’s rendering ourselves free & independant State, The sensible part
of the House opposed the Motion~they had no objection to forming a Scheme
of a Treaty which they would send to France by proper Persons & uniting
thi; Continent by a Confedracy ; they saw no Wisdom in & Declaration of
Independence, nor any cther Purpose to be enforced by it, but placing our-
selves in the Power of those with whom we mean to treat, giving cur Enemy
Notice of our Intentions before we had taken any steps to execute them. . .
The event, however, was that the Question was postponed ; it is to be renewed
on Monday when I mean to move that it should be postponed for 3 Weeks or
Months, In the mean Time the plan of Confederation & the Scheme of
Treaty may goon. I don't know whether I shall succeed in this Motion; I
think not, it is at least Doubtful. However I must do what is right in my
¢ n Eyes, & Consequences must taeke Care of themselves. I wish you had
been bere——the whole Argument was sustained on one side by R. Livingston,
Wilson, Dickenson & myself, & by the Power of all N, England, Virginia &
Georgia at the other.” See note p. 52.
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Colonies, and a Scheme for a treaty with foreign Powers
will be laid before the House on Monday. Whether we
shall be able effectually to oppose the first and infuse Wis-
dom into the others will depend in a great measure upon
the exertions of the . . . and sensible part of the Mem-
bers. I trust you will contribute in a considerable degree
to effect the Business and therefore I wish you to be with
us. Recollect the manner in which your Colony is at this
time represented. Clinton has Abilities but is silent in
general and wants (when he does speak) that Influence to
which he is intitled. Floyd, Wisner, Lewis and Alsop tho'
good men, never quit their chairs. You must know the
Importance of these Questions too well not to wish to [be]
present whilst they are debating and therefore I shall say
no more upon the Subject. I have been much engaged
lately upon a plan of a Confederation which Dickenson has
drawn : it has the Vice of all his Productions to a consider-
able Degree; I mean the Vice of Refining too much.
Unless it's greatly curtailed it never can pass, as it is to be
submitted to Men in the respective Provinces who will not
be led or rather driven into Measures which may lay the
Foundation of their Ruin. Jf the Plan now proposed
should be adopted nothing less than Ruin to some Colonies
will be the Consequence of it— The 1dea of destroving all
Provincial Distinctions and making every thing of the most
minute kind bend to what they call the good of the whole,
is in other Terms to say that these Colonies must be sub-
ject to the Government of the Eastern Provinces. The
Force of their Arms I hold exceeding Cheap, but I confess
I dread their over-ruling Influence in Council. I dread their
low Cunning, and those . . . Principles which Men
without Character and without Fortune in general possess,
which are so captivating to the lower class of Mankind, and
which will occasion such a fluctuation of Property as to
introduce the greatest disorder. I am resolved to vest the
Congress with no more Power than that is absolutely neces-



el ey 7w e T el -l S Sy nlliier ] el o

" e P e ey S Tl i e Tl .

68 CORRESPONDENCE AND PUBLIC PAPEKRS.

— L T T — - - —— el — el ol i Anl— . P

sary, and to use a familiar Expression, to keep the Staff in
our own Hands; for I am confident if surrendered into the
Hands of others a most pernicious use will be made of it.
If you can’t come let me hear from you by the Return of
the Post. Compliments to Livingston & G. Morris. God
bless you.
With Esteem & affection
Yrs.

E. RUTLEDGE.

JAY TO EDWARD RUTLEDGE,

6th July, 1776.
DEAR RUTLEDGE :

Your friendly letter found me so engaged by plots,
conspiracies, and chimeras dire, that, though I thanked
you for it in my head I had no time to tell you so
either in person or by letter. Your ideas of men
and things (to speak mathematically) run, for the
most part, parailel with my own; and I wish Gov-
ernor Tryon and the devil had not pr--—ented my
joining you on the occasion you mentic..:d. How
long I may be detained here is uncertain, but I see
little prospect of returning to you for a month or two
yet to come. We have a government, you know, to
form ; and God only knows what it will resemble.
Our politicians, like some guests at a feast, are per-
plexed and undetermined which dish to prefer. Our
affairs in Canada have lately become the subjec<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>