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AL THOUGH the Author of the fol-
lowing little Work 1s perfectly fenfible
that there is no want of Tralls greatly {u-

periour in point of matter, to that he here
offers to the Public, yet he could but
think there was fome room for improve-
ment in point of Form. How far he has
fucceeced 1n his attempt at {uch an ad-
vantage for the inftruttion of thofe for
whofe benefit this Addrefs 1s defigned, he
cannot pretend to be a proper judge. If
1t fhould be thought worthy the notice of
thofe who intereft themfelves in the re-
formation of the Age, he will reflect with
no fmall pleafure on the contribution of
his feeble endeavours to aid their exer-
tions 1n fo truly charitable and patriotic
an undertaking, |
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Fyiend and Neigbbour,

YoU know it is our duty to do
one another all the good in: our power:
and, as I now cume to you purely for

that purpofe, I hope you will not refufe
to lend an ear to the few words which.

I have to fay unto you: efpecially, as
ycu fee I want nothing of you, and
therefore can have no other end in view,

but that of performing a friendly and
charitable piece of fervice.

Now then to the bufinefs of my vifit;
for, fuch you may look upon the
letter which is now put into your hand, by

A3 means
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means of which I fpeak to you, though
not perfonally prefent with you.

If you fhould ‘be one of - thofe
thoughtlefs people, who are living as if
there were no God to fee, or call them
to' an actount for their doings ; fuffer
me to admonifh you to conlider In time,
what you have to expect, if you fhould
be cut off, (as thoufands have been,
and daily are) 1n this hopelefs con-

dition.

If you have been unfortunately
brought up 1n {uch deplorable 1gnorance,
as to be led to believe that, at death, there
1s an end of you; believe me, you
lie under a miftake altogether as grofs
and abfurd, as 1t 1s mifchievous and ruin

ous. Kor, even the poor bealts can
hardly
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hardly difcover a greater dégree of ftu-
pidity.  Your body dies, 1t 1s true ; and
vet, that only for & #ime: becaufe it
muft rife again from the grave, at the
great day appointed by God for the
judgment of the world. For, judgled it
muft be, as fure as it was made. But,
your foul which dwells within your body,
and enlivens, and moves it as i1t pleafes,
will never die; becaufe, being wholly
fpiritual, and not liable to corruption, or
decay, it 1s not of a perifhable nature,
T'his therefore, when 1t leaves the body,

which 1s 1ts tabernacle, only changes
its fituation, by pafling into another,
and to us, at prefent, an invifible
world.

Now, that the foulis a thing quite

different from the body, and that it is
A4 that
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that which acts upon, and animates i,
you may be affured from this circum-
{tance : viz. that the body is no more
able to think and reafon, when the foul
has left it, than a piece of wood or
ftone: as you may fce in a corple;
which lies motionlefs and fenfelefs as

a log.

- Now, this could never be the cale, if
the matter. of which it was made, had
any powers of its own, independent of
the foul: and, hence it 1s, that immedi-
ately after the feparation of the {oul from
it, it" putrifies, and returns to the duit
from whence, as your Bible tells you, it
was at firlt taken: for, the body of
Adam, the firft man, was, we are by that
informed, made out of the eartd.
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It requires no learning, to underftand:

' what has been above obferved ; as your

own common fenfe will enable you to
comprehend the truth of 1t, as well as
the wifdom of the greateft philofopher.

[ Now then, neighbour, let me afk you,
-if you ought not to be concerned for

the welfare of that immortal part of
which I have been {peaking? From
what has been before faid, you {ee
that when men die, they do not ceafe
to live, but only fhift their.quarters from
one world to another. And, their dif=
pofal in that other ftate, will be deter-
mined by their behaviour 1n ¢his.

Good fouls will be admitted mnto a
place of inconceivable happinefs called
Heaven ; and, the wicked will be

AS turned
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turned -Into an abode of as extreme mj.
fery called Hell; which is defcribed in
the Holy' Scriptures, as a lake burning
with jfire and brimflone, echoing continu-
ally with the difmal founds of weeping
ond wailing and gnofbing of teeth : than
which, I doubt not you will think with
me, there cannot any thing be imagined
more terrible. And, that all this is really
and ftrictly true, yor may be rper-
feCtly -aflured, becaufe God bimfelf hatb
exprefsly <told s fo; who can no more
deceive, thao he can be himfelf de-

cerved.

To atk you i you would know-
ingly throw yourfelf into this dreadful
place, would be to afk you, if you
had loft your fenfes. I will only therefore

afk you, if you have ever thought about
the
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the matter. For, if you have not, it is
certainly high time you fhould, left
you drop into it before you are aware ;
becaufe there is no avoiding it, if you
die unprepared foryour departure: thatis,
before you have repented, and made your
peace with God. For, remember, there
1s no repentance 1n the grave; but, as
you go down to 1t; you muft rife
from it to judgment. And, remember
further, that that is no repentance which .
1s not followed by a change of life.

To think, therefore, that it will be
enough to cry for mercy on a death-bed,
15, of all others, the greateft errour you
can poflibly fall into. And, you may
depend upon it, it is nothing but a vile
trick of Satan, to perfuade men into {uch
an opinion, that he may more fecurely

AG lead
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lead them to deftrution, and gratify his
malignant temper by reproaching, and
infulting them for the folly of their cre-

dulity, For, this cruel treatment will

furely be experienced by every one of
thofe unhappy fouls, who fall a prey to ’
the wretched delufion of the Prince of
darknefs here pointed out. And, as 1t is
one of the moft capital pieces of policy,
by which he enlarges the boundaries of
his kingdom, it is here I would advile

you to place your ftrongeft guard.

Lofe no time then in leaving thofe
wicked courfes, whatever they may be,
in which you have hitherto been engaged,

and by which you have expofed yourfelf 10
the wrath of God. For, there is no fuch
thing as falvation to be hoped for, till

you have humbled yourfelf by unfeign ed
i forrow,
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forrow, and confeflion of your fins, and
earneft prayer for the divine forgivenefs,

through the nerits of the Lord Jefus
Chrift, accompanied with a fincere refolu-

tion of obedience to the commandments
of God for the time tocome, and fervent
fupplication to him for grace, to enable
you to keep that refolution. For, take
notice, the weaknefs of your corrupt na-
- ture is {uch, that you will not be able to
do 1t without the aid of his Holy Spirit ;
which, for your comfort, I am alfo to ob-
ferve, he hath promifed to all that faithfully
afk ic; that 1s, by humble and hearty

prayer. Be fure, therefore, to be diligent
and fervent 1n the difcharge of {o necef-
fary and important a duty,

Confider, how great reafon you have

to be thankful to Almighty God for ad-
mitting
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mitting you again to his favour upon fuch
eafy terms; for, if he had treated you, as
you have deferved, by your numberlefsand
heinous offences, you muft long ago have
been condemned to the vengeance which
you have provoked. And, what would
then have been your condition! How inf-
nitely then fhould you think yourfelf in-
debted to His. goodnefs for having o long
{pared you, after having fo daringly flown
in the face of his authority !

If what 1s here faid to awaken you to

fenfe of your danger, fhould have that
happy effect, (as, I hope, through the
Divine blefling upon this humble en-
deavour i1t may) you will foon fhew it
by the change of your conduct; no
longer difgracing your nature, as well as

the heavenly religion into which you
have
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| 1ave been baptized, by that reprobate

{ converfation, and thofe heathenith man-
{ ners, which have hitherto o fadly

| marked YOUI‘ chara&er, but liVing a5 2

| man, and efpeciallyas a Chriftian, ought to
live. Inftead of Curfing, Swearing, Ly-
ing, Slandering, Stealing, Drunkennefs;
| 17boredom, Idlenefs, Sabbath - Breaking,
and fuch like, by which you have given
fuch great offence to:all geod men, 25
well as grieved the Holy Spirit of God,
b you will henceforth practife the direét
contrary to all thefe: you will ftudy to
approve yourfelf fober, modeft, chafle,
and temperate, true 1n your words, honeft
1 in your dealings, and peaceable 1n your
§ actions, eafy to be entreated, gentle and
‘ kind to all, not wifhing to hurt even your
bittereft enemies ; but returning blefing
{or their curfes, and ready to for-

give,
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give, as you yourfelf hope to Ze for.

gé’wn.r | Aﬁd, you will take care to com-
plete this courfe of duty towards men, by
devotion and piety towards God; keep-
ing ftrictly his Sabbaths, reverencing
his fantuary, and walking blamelefs in all
bis commandments and ordinances, You
will delight yourfelf in the law of the
Lord, and jind your pleafure in bis _fervice.
And, an additional motive for you to be
more zealous 1n this work of reformation
is, that you may repair, as far as 1
in your power, the mifchief done by your
former bad example; which you will
be the more defirous of doing, when
you confider what a cruel thing 1t is to
be the meansof leading others into mifery.

If, as is too likely to be the cafe, you

fhould be laughed at, and ndiculed by
| the
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the former companions of your vices, for
fuch an alteration of your conduét, do not

be moved thereby from your purpofe ;
but, by patient forbearance, and manly
perfeverance, endeavour to convince
them of the wifdom of your determina-
tion, and gain them over to your fide.
For, when they fhall fee you become fo
much more refpectable and happy, by

doing what their confciences continually
tell them they themfelves ought to do,
how know you but you may be
the mftrument in the hand of God of
konverting them from the errour of their
bvay, and fecuring to yourfelf by that #o-
V'o/k of oll affs of charity, the glorious
ewnrd of fbining in the kingdom of hea-
Cnas the fiars for ever apd ever 2 Think
cn only what an encouragement this is

to
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%!.c former companions of your vices, for
{i.ch an alteration of your condu&, do not
%c moved thereby from your purpofe ;
ut, by patient forbearance, and manly
f' erfeverance, endeavour to convince
&cm of the wifdom of your determina-

™

#ion, and gain them over to your fide.

¢

¥or, when they fhall fee you become fo
%'nuch more refpeltable and happy, by

ell them they themfelves ought to do,
:%’mw know you but you may be
Ale infirument in the hand of God of
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to conftancy, and exertion 1 the dj.
charge of your duty.

Let me affure you, neighbour, it i

e
5

oniy through ignorance that men look farg
happinefs in wickednefs; and, that n
they once linew the fatisfattion and en-i
joyment attendant on a virtuous, and it-

[ ]
F
1

higlous life, they would not continue ¢,

moment longer in their evil courfes

iy L T

But, how are they to know this, 1f they
will not make the fria/ ¢ And, what
the reafon that they will #ot make tie

trial ¢ Surely, the experiment muft bef

worth the making, where fo much i

!

promifed to pay them for their trouble:

d
+

efpecially, as nothing could be /of, ever

if nothing were gained by the attempt.

But, tell me, ncichbour, have you

ever felt any thing like pleafure in thote
~ heathenid
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cathenifh ways above-mentioned ? Did

T MY Vet T e :.-E*HM

10t your con{cience reprove, and {mite
é‘ou 1for the commiflion of any of thofe
s there {pecified * 7 Did you not fecl
Lcafy, dlifpleafed and angry with yourfelf
having done ‘what deferved punifh-
4 yent, and feemed to call for it? And,

%id not the fecret apprehenfion of 1t

£nd make you, at times, weary of your
fic? 1 am certain, whether you will
bown it or not, this s have been the
wafe: becaufe 1tis the declarasion of God
il that there is wo pence 1o the
Foicked; bur, they are like the troubled
*:}ﬁ:’:.?, woen it cannot reft.  Thisis the fate

{ |
.1:35(;.‘5 cvery wicked man, from the leaft eo

tic greateft: and, the worlt curfe that
;.11

E * See Page 13,
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the moft malicfous bofom could ventf
againft it's moft inveterate enemy, would ;

doubt not, be, that he might become the

wickedeft of all men,

7

And, as this is the invariable frutt of
wickednefs, fo no lefs certain is 1t that

the very contrary is the lot of g::)r:)dncfs;,?t

and, that of all men living, the virtuousg
and pious are the moft truly to be envied. |
For, whatever their outward COl‘ldl[IOﬂ

may be, they inwardly enjoy a peace] 5'

which paffeib underffanding, anfing frem)
an affurance of the divine favour a0 |
protection in this life, and trom a bﬁ*-’
full of immortality in the next. And, i
you want further farisfattion on this
head, let me recommend it-to you to g
to a truly good mar in his Cottage, and

afk him if he would change {ituations wnh
thc
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e richeft and greatet finner in the
ingdom : whether he would not rather
b, q door-keeper in the boufe of bis God,
klan to dwell in the moft {plendid tents of
ngodlinefls.  You may depend upon
he would, and that all the world would
hot tempt him to determine otherwife,

[ have only to add therefore to this

1endl» addrefs, my moft earneft wiih,
nd defire, that you muy make no
ltlay to secome this happy man, by enter-
¢ upon that virtuous, Chriftian life,
hich, and which alone, can beftow fo
valuable a privilege. In your prefent
ate of flavery to the lufts that war in your
lméer.r, your captivity to that evil {pirit,

®ho 15 equally the enemy of God and

il

énan, and who feeks to inveigle you into

n here, only that he may plunge you
into

B e A vt s s SRS
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‘nto everlafting mifery hereafter, it s
impoifible you fhould have any {old
enjoyment while you live, or any hope
when you fhall come to die: {ceng
you are every day encreafing your guilt,

and treafuring up to yourfelf wrath againf
the day of wrath.

Think then in time of this pertlous,
¢his terrible condition, and while 1t 1S

yet in your power, lay bold of eternal lifs
by embracing the gracious offer of falva

tion, which God of his infinite mercy
tenders to you in the Gofpel, througf

the merits and mediation of that well-
belpved Son, whom he fent into the world,
that he might die for our fins, and 1if
again for our juftification.  And, think,
oh ! with trembling think, how juitly
you may be denied the opportuniy

9 of
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iof another day, or even another hour, #2

3 Aoz from the wrath to come, if you
IMould refufe to liften to the call now

{oiven you, by me, the unworthy inftru-
$ment of his Providence,

If you wifh, as I hope you do,
i;:for fuller information, let me refer you
jto the minifter of your parifh, as your ap-
épointed {piritual paftor; who will rejoice

iin receiving the loft theep again into his
afold. Lay without referve your wants be-
dfore him, that he may guide you by his

jcounfel, and relieve you by his comfort.

BLNEVOLUS.



APPENDIX.
AFTER I had finithed the forcgoing L.

hortation, 1t came 1uto my mind, neighbour,
that, confidering how little notion you might
probably have of the nature of the duty of
Prayer, which was {o earneftly recommended
to your practice ; it may not be amifls to ob-
{ferve, that you need not make your(tlf at all
uncaly about the manner in which you exprels
your meaning. God knows the thoughts of
the heart, before they arc clothed in words;
and tnerefore, if you be but f{incere, you may
be {ure your petitions and fupplications for the
pardon of your {ins will be gracioully accepted
at the throne of mercy, however fimply, or
imperfe&tly they may be made. If you {hould
{ay only, “ Gid be merciful to me a finner!”
¢¢ Lord fave me that 1 may not perifl, for thy
Son Jefus Chrift’s fake !—Lord, give me grace
to turn from my evil ways ;" and fuch like: If
it be the real language of your heart, accompa-
nied with an unfeigned forrow for your paft
tranfgreflions, and a firm reflolution of obedi-
ence to the will of God for the future, doubt
not of being heard, and of obtaiping the blefling
you afk for. But, whatever afiiftance you want,
I take it for granted, you will eafily acquire i,
by betaking yourfelf to the Miniiter of your
Parith, to whom I have referred you; and
with whom I now leave you.

THE END,

app—

il

Printed by Bye and Law, St. John’s Square, Clerkenwell,
e e e e e e e, e




