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| Ints the FORCE of th'e:‘
 OBJECTION

*_‘ Made againﬁ: the
RESURREGTION of CHRIST, &c.

HE Enemies of Chtift and Chiiftianity feem (0
have been always fenfiblé, that theré could be 1o
¥ Tuch thing as jultifying theit - Infidelity, without de-
NIg@ ftroying the Credibility of the Sacred Writings n
. the Article of our Lord’s Refurreétion, their mai
Strength’ therefore has beén pointed this way, and all Endea-
vours have been-us’d to. invalidate the Evidencé on which our
Faith is built: One while we are called upon fo cléar the A-
poftles from the Charge of being Deceivers and Impoftots ; at
another; we are requited to fhew that théy were not Entha-
hafts; firlt itnpofing upon themfelves, dnd then: decg¢iving others ;
and when the Argumeénts in défencé of their Charaéter feem
tao {trong to be confuted, they artfully fhift the Queftion, and
Jeaving the Witnefles, for the prefent, in poffeffion of their Cha-
ralter, fet themfelves to quibble and cavil upon the Subject-mat-
ter of their Teftimony ; I fay quibble and cavil, becaufe, I think,
that nothing has been offer’d againft the literal Story, as we

dve it, that,; cither for the matter, of manper in which it has
% Az been
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4 An Enguzry. into the Forcé of the Objetion
been urged,deferves a better Name. If indeed that Enlightened
Genius, who of late has undertaken to-fhew that the Gofpel -
Narrative of the Refurrection -contains the moft: downright
Abfurdities, Improbabslszses and Incredibslities, could make gocd
his- Charge, this would effe&ually deftroy the whole Credit of
the Hiftory: For it is certain, that if the Teftimony- of the A~
poftles, as reported to us, is big with thofe many Abfurdities,
which this Author fays it is, the Charatter of the Witnefles, be
it what it will, can be no good reafon for our believing their
Report, fince their Teftimony confutes it felf. How he has|
{ucceeded in his Defign muft be left to the Reader’s Judgment,
when he has confidered what is-advanc’d on the other fide. -

The Subftance of his reafoning lies in a narrow compafs,
and refts entirely upon one fingle Gircum(tance, confefled by
the Apoftles and Evangelifts, and univerfally acknowledged by
Chrittians in all Ages, and which he thinks, and undertakes to
prove, fufficient to deftroy the Credit of the Refurretion: The |
Circumitance infifted on is this, It is faid that God raifed up
Chrift from the dead zbe #hird day, and, when he had fo done,
Joewed bim not to all the People, but to certain Perfons before
chofen and fixed on for Watneffes, as St. Peter declares in the
tenth of the A&%s. - '

Here then the Queftion is ask’d, ¢« Why to Chofen Witnefles?
¢ Why did not he appear publickly in Fersfalesm, and make.
¢« himielf known to the Chief-Priefts and Rulers, and to all th:
¢ People of that City at Jealt? The more fliff and obflinate they
¢ were, the more reafon there was to remove all Sufpicions,
¢ He had it in his Power, and why was not it done ¢ It things
¢ had been thus conduéted, all Men would have believed in him,
¢ the Fews would bave been convinced, and have received
& him accordingly; and all the Nations upon Earth, as far as
% the Story went, would, without difpute, have aflented to
¢ the truth of {o notorious a Fatt: The Fears of Mankind
¢ would, in this cafe, have operated ftrongly in conjunction
t with their Conviftions, -and his Authority would have been
“ every where fubmitted to, out of fear that an obftinate refu-
“ fal might draw down.the Judgments of Heaven on the Heads
¢ of his Oppofers: Thus the Reformation of the World would
“« have -been fpeedily accomplithed, and all the Purpofes of His
« Miffion effeftually anfwered, without any Poflibility of 2
¢« Fajlure: Certainly if God had fent him, as he pretended, if he
¢« was really dead and raifed again, as we are told he was, we
¢ fhould have had ftronger Evidence of -it; for (God could never,
¢ fend a Prophet, His own Son,into thie World, to inftru¢t and:

* reform Mankind, without intending they fhould r.egariléhim&’
an
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!zc and be reformed by him, and therefore fince the proper mea®
¢ fures, to render fuch a defign effettual, were not taken, this is
¢ 2 direét proof that God never fent him.” o

. This is the Objeftion (2) in.its full force; and becaufe it is
founded on a circumftance in the literal Account, as publifh’d
by the Evangelifts and Apoftles, we mutt enquire whether there
sre not fuch other circumflances related by them, as, if duly
gweigh’d and compared together, may help us to a Solution of
sthe difficulty ; and by letting us, in part at leaft, into the reafon
©f the Divine Conduét, give full fatisfattion vupon this Queftion,
Why things were order’d in the way here objeéted to, and not
in that other way propofed in the Objettion. |
.. In profecution of this Enquiry, I have carefully review’d the
whole Gofpel Hiftory, .and, after the firiftelt Scrutiny, am fo
far from altering my mind, or feeing reafon to quit my Faith,
ghat I am more fully convinc’d than ever of the Truth of Chti-
flianity, and that no more is requifite to convince any man of
4t, than to fet himfelf foberly and honeftly to examine the E-
widence. The Deference which we all pay to our own Judg-
gnent and Underftanding, makes it natural for every one to
jmagine, that whatconvinceth him, may have the fame effeét upon

©thers ;and I frankly own, it was the profpect of This which firft
tempted me to publifh thefe my Obfervations : If, thro’ the weak-
nefs of my reafoning, Iamdifappointed in my expeétation, Thope it
“will be fome excufe for my troubling the Public with my thoughts,
ghat I meant well : As for my Arguments, I crave no quarter
for them, let them be fifted to the bottom ; if they will not
ftand the teft, I fhall think my felf oblig’d to any one that wiit
dhew e my miltake, and 1 promife cooly and candidly to exa-
fmine any counter-proof, that can be produc’d to fhew the in-
yalidity of mine. In the mean time 1 aflert and maintain thefe
four thin%f, which I think 1 can prove beyond all exception.

; &arfh, “That the Evidence of Chrift’s Refurrettion was fully
{ufficient, with refpeé to the Number of the Witnefles, to.con-
vince any fober unprejudiced perfon. ~

.. Secondly, That this being fo, neither the Fews then had, not
‘We 110w have, any right or reafon to defire anore. o

~ Tbirdly, That fuppofing more could and had been. given, -the
+Jews would, notwithftanding, have either. afted juft” the.fame
jpart they did, or elfe, if they had received Fefus s the Mefliah,
it muft have been agreeably to their own notions and expedia.
wtions about that Perfon.
e & o A g e ittt gy}
- {a) See pag. 23, 24, and 25. compar'd with pag, 34. in Mr, W."s
; Sixth Difequile, |

! | Fourthly,

Y
r



6 Az Enguiry into the Force of the Objection

- Fourthly, Let the Fews have t{ehaved themfelves how thej
would, if our Saviour had fhewn himfelf fo publicly, at it’s faid
he ought, the reft of the World would and muft have had. full
many, if not more and greater Difficulties and Objeétions againft
Chriltianity, than they had or have, as things were managed.

Now if this can be made out, the Objeftion is fully anfwer'd;
becaufe we hereby thew that, according to the Law of reafon, Qur
Savionr odght not to have appear’d to the Chief Priefis and Ruleis
and the People of Ferufalem. And therefore by Mr. Woolffor’s owh
confeflion, there is no Force or Truth i the Argument he
makes ufe of to prove a Fraud in the Refurreétion.— This Sub-
jeé I am now upon, has been admirably wellhandled in a fmall
Pamphlet lately publifh’d, * which is {uch an excellent Perform-
ance, and fo full a Confutation of Mr. /., that [ fhould rea-
dily confefs it to be quite needlefs, for any one elfe to write up-
on the Argument, but that I think it of great Advantage, in 2
Matter of fuch Confequence, for the fame -Argument to be
handled by difterent Perfons, if it be only for the fake of fetting
it in a different Light; this Confideration makes me venturs
to the Prefs, even after having perus’d the abovemention’d
Pamphlet: And tho’ Inever faw or heard of it ’till this Piece of
mine was near finithed, yet I pretend to nothing more than to
be a Second to that Ingenious Gentleman in the prefent Con-
trover{y,and in this Charaéter I proceed upon the Plan propos’d.

Firftthen I affert, That the Evidence of Chrift’s Refurrection,
with refpect to the Number of the Witnefles, ' wasfully fufficient
to convince any fober unprejudiced Perfon. I fay the Number
of the Witnefles, becaufe this is the only point now to be con-
fidered ; it’s therefore needlefs to enlarge upon the other particu-
lars of the Evidence, which have been fo often and fully difcufs’d;
the Number of the Witnefles is the Subjeét of the prefent -De-
bate, and the Evidence being charg’d as faulty and defetive in
this Article, which aloneis thought fufficient to overturn the Credit
of the Whole, let us enquire how juft the charge is againft the E-
vidence as it was, and how reafonable the demand in the Objection.
The Gentlemen on that fide of the Queftion are of Opinion, that
Chrilt ought to have thewn himfelf to all the People ;this 1s main.
tain’d both by Celfus and Qlibio, in the paflages referr’d to by
Mr. W.p. 24. But why to all the People? The reafon to be fure
is, becaufe it is fancy’d that by this means the Evidence would
have been taken off from the tottering foundation of Teftimo-
ny, and fixed upon a furer Bottom; “if the whole Nation, or
¢ ot leaft the whole City of Ferafalem, had been eye-witnefles of

% Entitled, An Impartial Examination, afrzd full Confutation of the
Argument brought by Mr; Woollton’s Rabos &e, ha
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-1 the Refurretion, the Nature of the Proof would have been
& alter’d much to its advantage, becaufe in this cafe the whole
% People would have believ’d upon their own knowledge, and
&« have had the evidence of their Senfes for the truth of the
"« Fagt.” Thus then they fay Tt fhould have been, and refufe
5_ %o believe it becaufe it was not thus, whereas in trath, tho’
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L{ #ey had been of Council with the Almighty, and things had
#been order’d as zhey propole, the greater part-of -the People -
{f."'*i’nuﬁ have believ’d upon Teftimony, if they had believ’d. at all,
 for it was impoffible for the Majority to have had fenfitive evidence: -
" Toclear this matter a little, let us {fuppofe. 2 Criminal executed
here in London,and the Circumftances of the Execution fimilar to
“our Lord’s at Ferafalem. In the firlt place, all the Town runs out -
tofee it, and the greater the throng and crowd,the moreit makes
' for mey let us confider thenoife and uproar, the tumult and con-
fufion there is among the People, upon fuch an occafion, how
-a)l are ftriving, and prefling, and joitling, to get a fight-of the-
l}ldan that is to fuffer, how many of them never fee him at all, -
~how few of them have more than a flight tranfient glance of
“him, and that none of them can fee and obferve him {0 exaly
as they might, if they would be all quiet and peaceable, (which
a Mobb.never was, or will be;) add to this, that the Criminal,
inftead of being rais’d up above the People, walks on foot to the
place of Execution, and, part of the way, carrys upon his Back
the Crofs he is to {uffer on, with the weight of which heis o-
‘verloaded, apd almoft bent double, ’till at laft being quite {pent,
and unable to carry it any farther, 4 man coming by is laid hold-
on, and forc’d to carry it for him ; here now is a Circumftance.
that would certainly lead great numbers into a Miftake about the
perfon ; for. it being cuftomary, that all fuch as are condemn’d to
be, crucify’d fhould carry their Crofs themfelves, and this very-
Man having done it part of the way, it is natural for all thofe
who did not fee the burthen fhifted, to fancy him the Malefac-
tor whom they fee catrying the Crofs, and confequently to fix
all their Attention on the imaginary, inftead of the real, Criminal..
When they come to the place of Execution, then begins a new
‘huftle, every one firiving and firugling to get the moft commo-
dious place he can, and this again, of courfe, takes off their re-
gard from the Prifoner : At length the poor Creature is faften’d
to the Crofs, with Nails driven thro’ the Palms of his Hands,
and both’ his Feet; and now indeed he haugs expos’d in the full
view of fuch as gre within a proper diftance, and, {fuppofing
his Face not coverd, many, who faw him not as they came
along, have a fight of himnow ; but fuch is his Anguifh and A-
gony, and every feature and mufcle of his Face is fo diftorted
' - | - with



8 - An Enguiry inté the Firce of the Objection
with it, that if any of his moft intimate Acquaintance were o
pafs by accidentally, without knowing any thing of the mat.
ter, they could not tell by his Countenarice who it was: How
then fhould the bulk of the ordinary Speétators, in the circum.
ftances I have defcrib’d, be able to carty away with them a di-
ftin& Idea of his Perfon? It’s eafy to apply this Account to our
Saviour, whofe cafe was exaltly the {fame, bating that he was)
no Criminal, tho’ treated like one of the greateft. i*

Now fuppofe he had appear’d publickly in Fersfalen after
his Refurredtion, and fhewn himielf to all forts of Perfons,
without diftinction, yet ftill the matter muft have refted upon
Teéltimony, with refpeét to the far preater part, and I ami fure
that I fpeak within compafs, when I fay that nineteen in twenty,
of thofe to whom he appéar’d, mult have taken it upon the
word of others, that this Perfon who fhew’d himfelf to them,
and call’d himfelf fefws, and faid he -was rifen from the dead
was the true Fef#s, who was condemn’d to die for fich and
fuch reafons, and, in confequence of this' Sentetice, was at fuch
a time led out to exeécution, and put to death. :

Nay, fuppofe, if you will, that before his death, he had fum.
mon’d or invited his Judge, his Profecators, and all the Peo.
ple in general, to come and fee him in his Grave, and then and
there be witnefles to his Refurretion, at-a certain Time ap
pointed ; that heréupon, they had all appear’d at the Sepulchx
and beef admitted, man by man, to go inand view the Body be
fore its Refurreftion, and be affired it was really there; anl
really dead; this would have been carrying things as far as pof
fible, but yet let the former circumnf{lances be remember’d, aw
what would all this have prov’d? They would indeed haw
been eye-witnefles of a Refurreftion, but as to the Refurrec
tion of Fefzs, that was a Faét which the far greater part mul
have taken upon Teitimony, becaufe they could not be fure
upon their own knowledge, that it was He, that this Perfo
whom they fuw dead, and rais’d to life again, was the [ell
fare who hung and expir’d upon the Crofs. |

I thall net {tay to enquire, in this place, whether the Evident
propos’d to the Gentile World, would in the main have bes
leflen’d or improv’d by fuch proceeding, but 1 can’t help ob
ferving, that if this method, which I dare fay the Objetors wi
fiften upon as moft unexceptionable, had been really follow'
it would have taken more time, by a great deal, to give evt
fy Man fatisfattion in thiS. manner, than was allow'd, «
eording to prophecy, for our Saviour to be in the Grave; Ar
Mr. W. himfelf owns, it ‘would have been improper for him!
have flay’d there longer than was fo allow’d; He confefle

p.1
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p. v5. that if the Fews bad not attended at the Sepulchre at the
time appointed, but bad been for confining bim to the Grave lon-
ger than was meet, accordiug to prophecy, that then bis Refnr-
rection, without their prefence, had been excufable and juftifiable ;
and if fo, 1 am Tare he muft acknowledge it to be every whit
as excufable and juftifiable, to refufe to gratify their curiofity in'
fuch a way and manner, as muft neceflarily have fo confin’dl
him : but this only by the bye. - |

It’s plain, I think, from what has been offer’d, that let the af-
fair have been managed how it would, there was no other. way
to prove the Truth of thefalt, to the greater part even of the
Fews themfelves, but by Teltimony; it was impofiible to alter
the Nature of the Evidence ;it refts upon Teftimony now, and
muft have done fo then; and if fo, how unreafonable is it to
demand fuch a degree of evidence as could not pofiibly be had,
and then deny the Faft for want of it? But this 15 a glaring
Inftance how far a Ipirit of oppofition and contradi¢tion may
carry Men. ' |

It remains now, fince I have prov’d that the Fews themfelves,
as well as thereft of the World, muft have recurr’d to Teftimony,
and there was no helping it, that we enquirewhat T'e{timony there
was, what Number of Witnefles,and whether there was any oc-
“cafion for an Increafe of their Numbers to make their Teftimony
unexceptionable.  As to the firlt, we learn from the Scripture
Account, that their numbers rofe to fome hundreds; St. Paz!
tells us, in his firlt Epiftle to the Corinthians, that Qar Lord
was [een of above five hundred Brethren at once; to the greater
part of whom he appeals as then alive, at the time of his wri-
ting that Epiftle. And as to the other, five hundred Credible
Witnefles are certainly as good as five hundred times the num-
ber. I fay Credible Witnefles, becaufe their Charaéler is not the
thitig now excepted to, and if we fuppofe them good men and
true, it’s a flat contradiétion to fuppole them ftanding -out ob-
ftinately in a known falthood ; but if we fuppofe them bad, it
will be every whit as difficult to difcredit their Teftimony, con-
fidering the circumftances with which it was attended; for fup-
-pofe them as bad as we pleafe (the worle they were the ftron-
gerthe Argument; it’s abfolutely inconceivable, that five hundred
abandon’d profligate Wretches {hould perfift in aflerting a down-
right lye, in fpite of the fevereft tortures even to death, and
“be fo clofely cemented, as that not any one of them fhould fall off
‘from the reft and retrad his evidence, and that too, at-a time,
when the People in power would have given any thing to de-
teft the fraud, and they themfelves could hope for nothing in

the world by maintaining it. In there ciroumftances, fuch num-
. bets



10 An-Enguiry into the Force of the Objection

bers are an effetual Bar againft. any Plot to impofe a Falfhood
upon the World, and as effeétually wipe oft all Sufpicion of
the Witnefles being impos’d on themfelves, in a Matter of Fa&
that was the Objeét of their Senfes: For, to ufe the Words of
the ingepious Author above-mentioned, () Lez any Man at-
tempt o [fhew any poffible Method by which five bandred, or
one hundred Perfons may either be impos’d on themfelves, or .
combine to tmpofe on otbers, (in fuch a Cafle as this) and 22
qwill be eafy. to fliew the fame to be poffible in any given Num- |
- ber. Now when the Evidence of a Fadt is thus glaring, when
the degree of Certainty riles to fo high a pitch, there can be
10 occalion for any Addition to it ; fuch Proof is fufficient to
gonvince any reafonable Man.

I kinow there is a good deal of Strefs laid upon that Expreffion
of St. Peter’s, that Chrilt was thewn to chofen Witne[Jes; this is
thought a fufpicious Circumfiance; ¢ the picking and culling of
‘ Witnefles is faid to have a frandulent Afpeét, and the choofing
¢ the Apoltles preferably to all others, looks as if zbey had con-
““ triv'd the Cheat, and huddled up Matters among themlelves.” ---
1t’s certain if there had been any Cheat, and St. Peter had been
¢oneern’d in it, as he muft have been, he would never have told
this Tufpicions Circomftance himfelf : Impoftors are us’d to be
more upon their Guard, but Honefty has no Sufpicions, and this
i a plain Inftance of it; he was under no Apprehenfion that his
Hearers would miftake him, or turn what he faid to his Difad-
vantage, he therefore told the whole Truth, without any colour-
ing or curtailing, with all that Opennefs and Freedom, which
Innocence and a juft Caufe are wont to infpire. And in trath,
it was ea{y to difcover in what Senfe he call’d himfelf and his
Brethren 1n the Apoftlefhip, the chofen Witneffes of the Refurs
retion : he does not fayOur Lord was thewn to none but them,
this would not have been Faét; they indeed were favour’d with
more frequent Vifits from bim than any others, during the time
he was upon Earth, betwixt his Refurreftion and Aicenfion ;
Many {aw him, but They convers’d with him, heard him talk,
handled him with their Hands, ate and drank with him, and had
the futlelt and {lrongeft Convitions that he was really rifen; and
it was but fit they fhould, confidering they were the chofen Wi:-
ncffes, i. e, the Perfons pitch’d upon and fingled out to go thro’
the World, and perfwade Men every where to embrace the Re-
ligion of Jefus, upon the Credit of his Refurre&ion ; it lay efpe-
cially upon them to report and teflify this Fact, it was made their

Buﬁnefs_ |



inade againff the Refurre&ion of Chrift, &e. 11
Bufinefs in particular, and accordingly we ﬁqd themn infifting on it
where-ever they come. Nor is‘itatall furprifing that they were cAo-
fen rather than any others; they had been longeft converfant with
our Saviour, his moft intimate and famuliar Acquaintance, cgn-
flantly attending upon him, and therefore the moft proper Witnef-
{es ; for rio-body could imagine that they were deceiv’d orimpos’d
- on by a falfe Appearance, becaife they kiew him thoroughty, and
could not be miftaken in the Perfon: Now, is it at all furprifing
that fuch Men fhould be chofen and deftinedto this public Office,
and in confequence of {uch an Appointiient, have the cleargft De-
monftration afforded them of the Truth they were to teftify? To
complain that fuch Witnefles were chofen to the Faét, is.to com-
plain that the propereft Perfons were chofen; and if we coms-
plain becaufe the fame ftrong perfonal Evidence was not affords
ed to all equally and alike, we complailn becaule that was not
done which was really impraéticable. T

But when Men fet themfelves to cavil, there’is no end of it.
- It will ftill be pleaded in the .prefent cafe, That Chrift’s Refur-
- re€tion was an extraordinary .[act, of great Imipottarice, much
depended on it, no lefs than the Reception of a new Revelatjon,
a new Scheme of Religion, which concerned the Happinefs of
Magkind in this World and the next, and- therefore all poffible
Evidence fhould have been:;‘f[ivgn‘:' If {nch'a degree of Proof as
is demanded in the Objeétion could not'be had, yet, when al}
the motft valuable Interelts of Mankind were {lak’d on the Be-
lief of this Faét, fome way or other thould haye been contriv'd
(and to be fure Almighty Powercould have contriv’d fome way)
to make the Evidence {o (trong, in point of Nurhbers witnefling
to the Faét, as to convince all, whether they would or no3
whereas it’s undeniable that a great part of Mankind were not
convinc’d by it, and therefore, fo far at leaft as thefe Perfons
were concern’d, it was really and achually infufhcient.

Now in anfwer to this, I aflert; Thhat if the Evidence of ouy
Lord’s RefurreCtion was and is (ufficient, with refpeét to the
Circumftance in Debate, I mean the Number of the Witneffes ;
if it was fuch as would convince any {ober Enquiter, laying all
Prejudice afide, and impagtisl]ly attending to it (which, affer
what has been faid, I fhall now take for granted) then, however
szfufficient it might be, or'is, in the Senle in which the” Word
snfufficient is here apply’d, 7. e. tho’ it fhould be allow’d that a
~ great part of Mankind then did, and fti]l do dectate themnfelves

unfatisfy’d, and really were and are {0, becaufe there was not a
greater Number of Witnefles to confirm the Faél, yert this is
far from being a juft Objetion againft the Truth of jt, and I
maintain, that, the Sufficiency of the Evidence being fuppoled,

B 2 neither



12 An Enguiry info the Force of the Objeltion

neither the Fews thenr had, nor we now have, any Right or
Reafon to infilt upon more; which is the Second Thing to be

confider’d. .

II. For, upon what muft this Right be founded? It cettainly
muft take its Rife, -if from any thing, from a real Defeét in the
Nature of the Evidence. Here’s a %'a& reported ; I refufe to be-
lieve it; Why? If I aft reafonably, it muft be becaufe the Proof
is defetive ; but this is not the Cafe; it is not argued that there
are not Witnefies enough to convince a fober impartial Inquirer,
it’s only objefted that there were not. more, and that for wantof
it, there were and are fome Perfons not convinc’d, and there-
fore, with refpet to thefe, the Evidence given is ixfafficrent. ----
Be it fo; but what makes it thus? Where does the Fault lye 2
In the Evidence, or in them? If in them, they are to account
for it, It’s to no purpofe to urge their Prejudices, that they are
under the Influence of ftrong Paflions and Prepofieffions which
incline them to the other Side; for the Queltion is, Whether
their Prejudices are reafonable? 1f not, why don’t they ule
their Reafon as they ought, in order to get the better of them,
{o as to leave themfelves at liberty fairly to attend to, and im-
partially examine the Evidence that’s before them ? » This is what
every Man has in his Power, and if they will not ufe the Power
(God has given them, to their own Advantage, they muft thank
themfelves only for the Mifchief that enfues. |

When a Matter of Faét is fo reported and prov’d, as to
leave no room for any reafonable Doubt or Hefitation about
the Truth of it, if I am fo unreafonable as to doubt of it
for all this; .Can it be thought that my acting unreafonably
cari ever give me a Title to further Satisfaction? Can any thing
be more extravagant than fuch a Claim as this, which is found-
ed on nothing but the moft wilful Obftinacy? If a Man’s Stiff-
nefs-and Obftinacy, or in other Words, his neglecting to ufe
thofe Powers, and employ thofe Facuities and Means which
God has given him for the Difcovery of the Truth, is a Reafon
why he fhould expeét to be extraordinarily favour’d and indulged,
then of courfe the Reafonablenefs of fuch Expeélation muft rife
and increafe in proportion to his Obftinacy and Negligence, and
the more obltinate and negligent he is, the better Right he has to
be particularly diftinguith’d.

But then the Difficulty is, where to flop: When fhall we fay
there is Evidence enough? If this is allow’d, there can be no
eind to fuch Pretenfions. For fuppofe God had humour’d the
fews then, and were to humour Mankind now, in all the De-
mands, however unreafonable, that Freak, and FFancy, and Pre-

, judice



i made againft the Refutrection of Chrift, &, 13

Mdice could invent and infift on, What would be the Confe-
“guence? . Is it not probable they would indulge their Curiofity
“to the utmoft, and, if for nothing elfe but to gratify a Paffion
{o natural to the human Mind, as  foon.as one :Miracle is over
infit upon another; and a greater, and, if that fhould not.be
.granted, declare all palt ones infufficient, and not worth regard-
fg?  And thus Miracles muft become as common as any other
“Event, and when fo, would be ‘as little attended to; and then
%me other Method of Proof muft be invented, to- convince
fuch as are not to be affe€ted by any thing but what is unufual
and extraordinary, and thus on iz infintzim. - ‘
.. We are told in the 12th Chapter of St. Matthew, of a mira
culous Cure that our Lord performed on the Perfon of 2 Max
blind and dwmb, publicly, in the Prefence -of the People, at
iw,hich they were mightily-aftonifh’d, and immediately expre{s’d
their Surprize, and their prefent Opinion of him, by crying out,
Iy:u0t this the Son of David? But how did the Scribes and Pha-
rifees behave upon it?  They could.not doubt the Miracle, they
had feen it wrought before their Eyes, but they impute it to =
Power derived to him from fome Evil Spirit: To remove this
Sufpicion, they demand a Sigs from him, .7. e. fome other i-
raculous Inftance of his Power; "And what if they had been
comply’d with? Is it probable they would have-believed on
him? Was it not as eafy to impute the latter Miracle to an
Evil Spirit, as the former ? Again; When. Our Saviour was
hanging upon the Crofs, they call out to him, Come down now
from the Crofs and we will believe ow thee; {uppofe he had,
:-Would they have made good their Promife? 1 doubt it much :
They might.perhaps have been amaz’d, and firuck dumb for the
prefent with Wonder and Aftonifhment, but that would foon
have-worn off, and then they might have recurr’d to the fame
Evafion as before, and given Beelzebut. the Reputation ef this,
as,well as of other Inftances, wherein the Divine Power ope-
rated to bear T'eltimony to the Miflion of Jefus. In fhort, if
.the Evidence of a Faé be plain and diltinét, and.I refufe to ad-
mit it, for no other Reafon but becaufe it is not plainer, there is
no ftopping ; and fuch Condué is very ridiculous and abfurd,
{omething beneath a Man; it’s behaving our felves with the
Frowardnefs of Children, who throw away all you give them
10,2 Pet, becaufe you will not humour them in fome thing
elle which they have a mind to. It’s little to the purpofe, in the
prefent Cafe, to talk of convincing People whether they will or
1o; tor it’s one thing to convince a Man of the Truth of a Faét,
or Propofition, and quite another, to engage him to aét in con-
formity to fuch Conviion ; but more of this hereafter. -
111,
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III. Icome now in the Third Place to thew, That providy
Our Saviour had appeared publicly in Ferzfalem to all forts i
Perfons, and that fuch a OStep would have confirin’d ap
firengthen’d the Evidence of his Refurrection, to the Fews, yy
ftill the Leading Men among them, the Scribes and Pharifes
the Chief-Priefts and Rulers, and their numerous Dependant .
would not, in all Probability, have been at all more inclin’d N
embrace true genuine Chriftianity, upon the real Plan of it, by]
have either ated juft the fame Partthey did, or elfe, if they, ap/
the reft of the People had received Jefus as the Mefliah, it woul
have been in'fuch a2 way as was agreeable to their Notions ap;
Expetations about that Perfon. And if this can be prov’d, he!
is a plain Account given, why Our Saviour did not appear thy4
publicly, becaufe it would either have anfwer’d no Purpofe::
all, or a quite contrary one to what was his Defign in comi
into the World. - k

If we look into the Gofpel Hiftory, we fhall find reafon t
think, that the Leading Men among the Fews really did beligr
the Faét of Chrift’s Refurre€tion, upon the Evidence as it wa
And what could any Evidence have done more, than engy:
them to believe it? And if they flill perfifted, after all, in:
obftinate Refufal to receive him, if they continued to rejecthin
notwithftanding their Belief of this furprizing Event, is it n
probable they would have done the fame, let the Evidence b
been what it woulde |
- But let us proceed to examine their Conducdt, according to tt
Account we have of it in the Gofpel Hiftory, and the Ads
the Apoftles, immediately after the thing happen’d, while it w
frefh in every one’s Memory, and the Story in every Man
Mouth.

Only firft obfevre what 8t. Mazthew tells us; with refpeét:
the Care and Cantion that they us’d to prevent all' Poffibility-
Trick and impofture, and it is much to the Advantage of t
Chriftian Caufe that they did fo: They remember’d what ]l
Jatd while He was yet alive, that after three Days be wonld r
again ; this they thought fair Warning, and therefore they- cor
to Pilate, and defire that the Sepalcire may be made [ure ns
she third Day, lefp his Difciples foould come by Night, and fi
bim away, and [ay-unto the People be was vif¢n, and thus the |
Trick, or Impoflure, thould be of worfe Confequence than the fi
for fo they were pleas’d to call Our Saviour’s former Claim:
a Divine Authority, and all the Miracles he wrought in conf
mation of it. How does the Governour behave upon this?

bave alWatch, 1ays he, go-your way, and make i+ as fure a5 you v
What follows? . o
1{
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J YWhen the appointed time came for our Lord, according to
Jhis own Prophecy, to triumph Over Death and the Grave, Be-~
(Bald there was a great Earthganake, and the Angel of the Lord de-
ofeended from Heaven, and came and rolled back tbe Stone from the
«dsgr of the [epulchre, and [at wpon st 5 His countenance was like

A :gmfng, and his ratment white as [wow, and for fear of him

ke

AP Keepers did fhake, and became as dead men., AS foor! as they
1@ recovered themfelves a little, fome of them went into the
v Gity, and fhewed unto the Chicf Priefts all the things that were
Ldgie, all that they had feen and felt, the Egrthqual{e, the Angel,
xand their own fear and furprife. Upon this an Affembly is im-
»mediately called, And when t/?ey bad tﬁk&ﬁ.mm?ﬁ'!, they gave
vfarge money to the fonldiers, j?_r:a ing, fay ye, bis ;D{{'cfpla came by
\BgIt and [tole bim away while we ﬂept, and 1f this come 20 the
yGovernor's ears, we will perfuade him, and fecure you; fo they
tEg& the money, and did as they were taﬂgbf, and 1015 [aying is
“;_Q}Zimuﬂly reported among the Fews _:um:"l this day, Here 1s the
+ Rgked Story without Ars or Colouring, and one need only read
. itZover, plainly to difcover what the chief Priefts and Rulers
. veally thought, when this Account was brought them. How-
. gvet for the further clearing matters, I fhall make fome Obfer-
, vations which naturally arifé upon the perufal of it.
¢ ..J€ it be asked how St. Matshew carae by this Story, 1 anfwer
. thet I cannet pofitively tell ; but I think it’s bighly probable that
the Soldiets difcovetred it themfelves; no doubt their Comrades
¢ 4dd Acquaintance thought them mad, when they heard them
.openly confefling fuch a thing as this, the owning of which
; Was as much as their Lives were worth, and therefore immedi-
g &tely asked them what they meant by it, and advifed them to
held their Tongues, and not expofe themfelves to fuch immi-
. heat.danger; upon this, not caring to lye under the imputation
.. '0f being cither Fools or Madmen, they whifpered their Coms
; panions in the ear, that they knew very well what they were do-
( 1083 that to be {ure they would not have told fuch a thing of
. themfelves if it had been true; but the Chief Priefts had fet them
; &t work, and not only promifled to bear them harmlefs, but
, pad given them a good fum of money into the bargain: And
 thus I truly believe the Story got vent, and was told about
;. §tom one to another, ’till at laft it was in too many hands to
) Pe a fecret.
i St. Marzhew indeed is filent as to one Atticle, whether the
y Sgldlers faw Our Lord himfelf or not, and therefore we can
; pronounce nothing certain about it, though it’s very likely they
 Aid; but the Earthquake, and the appearance of the Angel, which
Preceded his coming out of the Sepulchre, had fo frighted and

| afto-
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aftonithed them, ‘that they were not ¢apable of taking notice ay; .

] rd

obferving, 10 as to remember, and give an Account of wh:
pafled immmediately upon it, while they were in that conditiop; ;
however as it was,-they witnefled to enough-to make the Fey,
or any one elfe believe the -fact ;- When they were a little 1
covered out of their fright, they certainly looked into thé Sepy
chre, and faw the Body was gone : Here then is fomething v -
ry extraordinary, the Earth quaked, the Angel defcended, rolle
away the Stone,-and fat upon it, and prefently after the Bodyi
mifling. Now could any man, in his wits, believe that all t}
happened, that the Divine Power had thus fenfibly interpofy
that God had -moved Heaven and Earth, only to’{care t
Watch, and give the Difciples an opportunity to fteal away the
Malfter, and cheat the World ! No man could believe this, ay
certainly the fews did not believe. it : It’s plain:what the
thought, they thought the-true Story not fit to be told, and ther
fore they bribe them to tell another of their making, while v
flept His Difeiples came by night and flole bim away. Was the
ever fuch a poar evafion, fuch an ill‘contrived Story ¢ "
Here is a Watch fet to guard the Sepulchre, to watch again
any fraud or deceit, and in the very nick of time, in the critis -
minute, they every man of them fall afleep ; it is {omethin
ftrange that not- ene fhould be awake to obferve what paft, an
~ if there had, the Plot muft have been difcovered, and all broke -
and difconcerted; and {till {tranger, that being all afleep, ti
fhould be able to give fo particular an Account who-ftole awa .
the Body. ~' . - ’
But, to take the moft favorable interpretation the words wi -
bear; if we fay the meaning is, that the Soldiers fell afleep, th: °
when they awaked they found the Body gone, and therefo
fuppofed His Difciples had ftole it, becaufe no body elfe wou,
have given themfelves that trouble ; if this be the meaning
it, yet ftill the f{tory betrays itfelf; and orie cannot help findin -
out the truth, v7z. that they were heartily bribed, and. promif -
fecurity as ot. Matzhew lays, before they could pofiibly be pr-
vailed on to tell fuch a Story. For is it conceivable that *
Guard, a number of Centinels, fhould all, openly and bold}
accufe themielves of {leeping on their Poft, a Crime that by -

Military Law expofed them to Capital -(¢) Punithment, unle |
Wt

(a) Death was the Punifhment of this Crime both among Gred
apd Romans; that it was [o among the Greeks, fee Meurfii Them
1 ‘I |

Attica, lib. 2. cap. 2. the Law there quoted is this, NouGr, & 2%
| Adi©



made againft the Refurretion of Chrift, &, 17

“Fwell paid for it, and protected by fuch as had power and intereft
Bto procure their pardon? Sarely there never was a worfe con-
Htrived tale than this, | L

% If it -had been true, and the Fews had believed it to be fo, it
+is not likely they would have promifed all of them an Indemni-
“ty and a Reward, upon condition they would declare the truth,
gas Mr, . fuggells; it is much more probable, that they would
‘shave taken the common method in {uch Cafes, and have tryed,
“£by fair promifes and the hopes of pardon, to gain over fome of
ithem to. be evidence againit the reft : For though they had been
(all afleep when the Body was removed, yet it is not likely, if
‘we [uppofe there were but five or fix -of them, that they all a-
_woke at once, in the very fame inftant of time; but if they had
all waked together, -yet {ome of them might have bore witnefs
1t0 thus much at leaft, « that when they waked, and found the
%¢ Body gone, they were all equally furprized and frightened;
-4 and thofe very perfons who now difown’d the fa, did then,
A& without referve, confefs themielves equally guilty with the reft,
- and that their pleading not guilty was the refult of after~thought,
#¢ in hopes to get clear for want of evidence ; whereas atthe time,
# every one freely blamed himfelf for his carelefsnefs and neglet
¢ of duty,and all entered into joint.confultation, how to bring
¢ themfelves off the beft way they could.” Now if fuch Depoti-.
tions had been taken, and fome of the Soldiers had been there-
“upon tryed, convicted, and publicly executed, the Fewifh Ac-
‘count of the matter might then have lpoked a little plaunfible,
this would have been fomething like proof, that the Centinels
were afleep, and if that had been. proved, it would certainly

.have bred great fufpicion about the fact.

 Aend ) nabBeddeay, § SavaTe (npsdy.  And that the panifiment
was the [ame among the Romans, when, through a neglest of Duty,
what was entrufled to the care of a Guard was loff, appears from the
Story of the Soldier 1n Petronius, cap. 72. Some thieves had been cru-
-cifyed, by Order of the Prefident of the Province, and a Centinel et
t0 watch the bodiesy one of 1hem being foles the Author [ays, Miles
-veritus fupplicium, mulieri, quid accidiflet, exponit: nec fe expe&tatu-
rum Judicis {ententiam, fed gladio jus diGurum ionavie fue: But if
:Death had uot been the punifhment of his crime, he would never have
-thought of lilling himfelf. It matters not whether the Story was falk
or: fable : This we may be fure of, the ufual [entence in fuch cafes was
death ; if 1t had not,the Story muft have been told in another manner
Jor in alluding 1o cufloms, truth muft always be kept up, for the [ake
of probabiliry.  And though the Scene -is laid at Ephefus in the leffer
Af1a, yer that Country was then a Roman Province, and [ubjeit to
Roman Gowernors, at the time when Petronins wrote.

C L At



18 An Engiiiry into the Force of the Objection - |

At firft fight perhaps we may wonder, how the Soldiers durft |
venture to take money of the Chief Priefts, upon fuch perillous
terms, for fuch was their Malice and Inveteracy, that it allowed
them to flick at nothing; they had forced Pilaze to Crucify Fe-|
f#s againft his Will, though he declared he found no faultin|
him ; fo that it was plain Blood and Murder would not ftop |
them, when it was for their purpofe ; and therefore the doldiers
might very jultly have been afraid of the Jfews playing them a!
trick, and when they had once got them to own they were a-!
fleep, have then ufed their Intereft with the GGovernor; to have:
them condemned for it, upon their own Confefiion; it 1s certain:
the Soldiers might very juftly have been aftaid of this, or fome-|
thing like it, if they had given themfelves leave to think; but
fuch fort of people are not ufed to trouble themielves much
with thinking, efpecially when there is money to be got; the
reward promifed them. to be fure was great, zhey bad large mo-
ney given them, and this was a tempting bait, which there was
no withftanding ; if they had been really guilty, they would have:
been more jealous and wary ; but knowing themielves not to
be guilty, they were under no apprehenfion of being accufed
for doing what, they knew, they had not done; or if they had
been apprehenfive of it, yet ftill they might believe it much
more daugerous of the two, to exafperate the Chief Priefts and
Rulers by a {liff' refufal of their money, and an obftinate adhe-
rence to the truth, than to belie themfelves under a promife of
protefion and reward : Neither way indeed was abfolutely fafe,
but they might think the latter the f{afeft, confidering the Fews
were under a neceffity of deftroying the Credit of the Refur:
re&ion, if they would maintain their own ; and therefore, if the
Soldiers had refufed to accept their ofter, they would probably
have been fo enraged at them, that, to prevent the Refurrectior
being believed, and to be revenged on Them, both at once
they would have accufed them to Pilate, and fubborned Wit
nefles to fwear to the Accufation. Mr. /. indeed is of op:
nion, that, if there bad been a real Refurretion to the Aftouifs
ment and Amazement of the Watch, as it is veprefented in th
Gofpel, no money conld fo foon bave corrupted them to a fal
witiefs, being under [uch fears of God and of Fefus (6). Bu
who does not know, that the Hopes and Fears of this Worls
operate, much more (trongly, upon the minds of the generality o
Mankind, than the Hopes-and Fears of the next? We have In
ftances every day of Men’s aéting againft their Confciences, ou
of the hopes of gain, to ferve a turn, or gratify a paffion, ¢
avoid fome evil or other which they are afraid of. 1f we loo!
into the fir and fixth Chapters of 2 Kings, there are two ln

(b) Pag, 21, ftance
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| flances that hit our prefent purpofe exaétly; the Perfons con-
‘1 cerned had all the reafon in the world, in both cafes, to be un-
1der Fears of God and his Prophet, and yet atted direftly con-
j trary to what one might reafonably have expeéted from Men in
 their Circumftances (¢). But to proceed,
f; if the Rulers of the Fews had really believed their own Sto-
41y, if they had really believed there was any Trick or Impo-
*qfture, any Theft or Fraud, why were all the proper Methods ta
“ddetet it neglefted? Why was not immediate fearch made after
“ithe fufpeéted Perfons? Why were not public Rewards promifed,
4and an Indemnity publithed to any of the parties concerned, that
‘would come in and make a Difcovery of the reft? Were they
fure that all the parties concerned in the Impofture were {0
clofely united, that none of them were to be worked on, by
~the hopes of gain, and the aflurance of pardon, to defert the
#Caufe and divulge the Secret? They could not think fo, if they
‘;f‘gkelieved it an Impofture. They knew the force of money, and
“had tried its influence on the Perfon of Fadas, againft Our Lord
?}ﬁmfelﬁ They gave money then, and fucceeded; and why was
:‘ﬁot fomething of this kind tryed now ? Certainly they would
have given any thing to have had the IFraud -proved, if it could
have been done : But it is plain they believed the Fa& was true,
and were unwilling to have it fifted into and examined, for fear
the truth fhould come out. When the News was brought
them, they were at their wits end, their Confciences {mote
them, they knew not what to fay or do, what face to put upon
things, {0 as to maintain their ground, and efcape the fhame
and fcandal of having put to death that F## Owe, who now
prov’d himfelf to be, what he faid he was, The Son of the
moft High God; In this hurry of Spirits, they were not at lei-
fire to fet down, and think cooly, to contrive a plaufible Sto-
r}; but iri their fright and confafion,- at a lofs how to colour
matters over, and ward oft the blow that threatened them, from
this unlucky incident, before the truth came out, they greedily
Catch at any thing to give a turn to the affair, and are in fo
tuch hafte to fay fomething, to prepoflefs the People with an
opinion of the whole bufinefs being a Cheat, that they mind not
what they fay, but rafhly and inconfiderately vent this nonfen-
fical infipid Tale. However, bad as it was, it was the only fhift
they thought on, and they refolved to make ufe of it, rather than
confels the truth, and take fhame to themfelves. *

(c) If the Reader defires fuller fatisfaition upon this point, let him
sonfult the [econd Chapter of the Ingemous Mr, Lardner’s Vindication
of the Miracles wrought by our Saviour, on Jairus's Daughter, 1he Wi-
dow of Naim's Son, and Lazarus,
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20 .An Enqusry info the Force of the Objection I
- 1f, after what has beeii faid, we want farther proof that thel
Fewsfl Rulers really believed the Refurrection, though they pre-
tended the contrary, let us enquire how they behdved towards|
the Apoftles, both before the Day of Penzecoff, and afterwards;
upon their preaching and publifhing it openly in the. T emple, and;
‘all public places. |
We learn from the Gofpel Hiftory, that the firlt timé Fefus-
appeared to his Difciples in a Body, was on the firft Day 1z zh
Evening, the Day on which He rofe, and the Text fays, zk
Doors of the place, where they affembled, were fant, for fear o
the Jews: And again, wheh He made His {econd Appearanc
eight days after, and fatisfy’d the {crupulous St. Thomas, it i
{aid, that zhez likewife the Doors were fhuz : This, I own, i
plain proof of their fear and concern, that they expeéted fearc}
would be made after them, to apprehiend them; and indeed this
was what any reafonable men, in their circumftances, wouli
have expefted, though it appears, by what followed, they wer
in no danger ; however, there is nothing f{urprizing in their endex
vouring to kéep out of the way, and conceal themfelves for the
prefent; they knew what they were charged with, they knew
the Keennefs and Inveteracy of the fews, and had no reafon to
believe their Innocence would protet them from the greatef
Severities, if they fell into their hands: And befides, they wer
hot yer confirmed and emboldened, as they were afterwards, by
the frequent repeated Appearances of their Mafter: But wher
they had feen His triomphant Afcenfion, they inftantly "toof
Courage, and duoring the ten Days that pafled betwixt his Alcen
fion and the Defcent of the Holy Ghoft, zhey were coutinnal
in the Temple praifing and blefjing God. Now if this was fad
as [ think we are led to believe it was, from what St. Lake {3
at the end of his' Gofpel, here were the very Mexn whom t
Fews charged as Primctpals in the Frand, appearing openly; f
tar were they from concealing themielves, that they reforte
daily to the molit public places, and fhewed themfelves to t
World, for {o many days together, without any Referve or Dil
guife ; and all this while no notice taken of them, not one ¢
them, that we hear of, laid hold on, and brought before a M:
giftrate, fo much as to be examined upon the faét of whic
they were accufed: It is probable indeed they had not yet b
gun to proclaim, {o loundly as afterwards, the R-furretion ¢
their Mafter, and His Divine Authority, becaule they had e
yet received, from on high, thole Powers which were to cor
firm and enforce their Teftimony, and for which they were
wait at Ferufalem, ’till the Day of Pentecoff. But ftill, th

were the Perfons charged with {tealing away the Body of OSL
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Saviour : And is it poflible to imagine; that the: Fews fhould
really believe the Apoftles had played them this Trick, which
they were at fo much pains to prevent, and were: fenfible was
of To much confequence, and yet be at no; pains to dete¢t the
Impoftors, and bring them to condign punifhment ; but on the
contrary, let thefe very Men, who were charged with being the
Contrivers and Managers of this Fraud, appear publicly under
their Nofes, and yet they meddle with noné.of them, fo far -as
even to qutiﬁbn them on the hiead ? This is to ‘me plain proof,
that They were convinced of the T'ruth, that they believed they
fhould get nothing by an Examination, that too. narrow an ens
quiry would not mend matters, but make them worfe, that the
Charge of Forgery would fall at laft uvpon themfelves, and. not
upon the Apoftles, and therefore it was beft for them to let the
Story die, if poflible, and ask no Queftions about it.
. But how did. they behave afterwards, when the Apoftles, ha-
ving received the Gifts of the Holy Ghoft, proceeded to execute
their Commiflion, and proclaim the Faét to the World? .
We read in the fecond. of the Adfs, that St. Pezer’s firft Ser-
mon converted threée thoufand, and in the Fourth, that the num-
ber of Believers was then about five thoufand ; which increafe
was owing to a miraculous Cure perforimed, by St. Pezer and
St. Fobu asthey went up tothe Temple, on thePerfon of a certain
Man lame from his Mother’s Womb: The Man was generally
known, having been conftantly ufed to be carried and lasd at
the Gate of the Temple, which was called beautiful, 2o ask
~ Alms of the People as theywent in. The People all filled with
~ wonder and amazement at what had happened, St. Peter im-
proves this Occafion, and tells them, that throngh the Name and
Power of Fefus of Nazareth, whom they bad killed, and whon
God had rasfed from the Dead, and of which he and St. Fobn
were witnefles, was this man made whole: "T'he Chief Priefts and
Rulers, allarmed at the effet of their preaching, and dreading
the confequence, come #pon them with the Captain of the Tewm-
pley, while they were [peaking, and lay bands on them, and put
‘them in hold: The next Day, they bring them before the High/
Prieft and his Afliftants, where they {tand boldly to their Affer-
tion, and maintain the fame truth over again, that by the Name
of that fefns whom they crucified, and whom God raifed from the
dead, this cure was wronght. What {ay the Rulers to all this 2
Why feeing the bolduefs of Peter and fohn, and knowing thas
tbqy bad been with Fefus, and perceiw:?ig tée_y were #unlearied
and ignorant men, and beholding the man that was healed fland-
ing with them, They marvelled, and could fay mthing ; but com-
manding them afide, they entcr 1ato confultation what to do in
the
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the affair; 2bat a great miracle was wronght, they own, sz is i1z
20 be dewied, they fay, they cannot contradi¢t any thing of what
the Apoftles had advanced, but the Queftion is, how to prevent
their Doétrine from fpreading among the People. This puzzles
them heartily ; but at laft they come to a refolution to zsreazen
zhem, that they [peak no more to any man 11 this wame. This
being agreed on, .the Apoftles are called in, and commanded ac-
cordingly ; But are fo far from promifing Obedience, that they
tell them plainly, they cannot but {peak zhe things which they
bave feen and heard, and appeal to themielves, whether iz be
right to hearken unto them rather than wuuto God.. Upon this
they threaten them agasn, and then difmifs them, without doing
any thing elfe ; not but that they would have punifhed them,
if they durft, but they were afraid of the People, whofe eyes
began now to be opened, and that reftrained them, when the
fear of God would not have done it, though, it is plain, His
Hand was vifible to them in the whole affair. -But to pro-
ceed : | -

The Apoftles, upon their difmiffion, perfifting in the Office
they had undertaken, and to which they were commiffioned,
made a mighty progrefs, their Fame grew and {pread ; this nettled
the High Prieft and his Party; who juftly frighted for them-
felves, at what would be the confequence, if they could not
ftop their mouths, laid hold on them again, and clapt them in
prifon ; from whence God delivers them by his Angel, and or-
ders them exprefly, 2o go and fiand and [peak in the Temple, to
the People; thither they go, and here they are again feized, and
brought before the Council : The High Prieft, he is Speaker,
and by his Speech manifeftly betrays their Guilt and Fears, D1d
yot we ﬁmz’gbt?r command yon, 1ays he, hat you [honld not teach
in this Nawe ¢ and bebold ye have filled Fernfalem with yonr
Dorine, and intend to bring this man's blaod apon ns. Thele
Words favor of 2 guilty confcience, and his talking thus looks
as if they were now unwilling to be thought the Authors of
Our Lord’s Death, and were defirous to fhift off' the guilt from
themfelves, at any rate. - But St. Peter maintains his Doétrine
and his Charge; Zbe God of our Fathers, {ays he, raifed up Fe-
fusy whom ye flew and hanged o a tree; Him bas God exalted,
and we are His Witne[les, and [o is alfo the Holy Ghoft : This
put them quite mad with rage and fury, and they refolve to dif-
patch them at all adventures. W ben they heard this, they were
cut 1o the beart, and took connfelto flay them.

This feemed to be the general Refolution, when up rifes Ga-

maliel, a Pharifee, a noted Do&or of the Law, of great reputa-

tion, and having commanded the Apofiles to be put out, he
| makes
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makes a fpeech to the Affembly; wherein, after enumerating
fome former Inftances of Impoftures which had all come to no-
thing, He adviles them 7o refrain from thefe men, left haply they
foonld fight agasnft God, for if this connfel or work were of men,
1t wonld come to nought ; but if it were of God, they could not
| gyerthrow 7¢ : With this mild and prudent Motion they comply,
Efo far as to quit the defign of putting them to death, and, in-
| flead of it, only beat them again, and command that they
E fhonld not [peak iz the Name of Fefus, and then let them go,
- without proceeding to any thing further.

- Now upon the whele, is it poflible for any one who reads
“over, and in the leaft confiders, this Account of their behaviour,
to conceive it at all probable, that the Fewifs Rulers fhould have
“believed their own Story, 2hat the Difeiples flole away their Ma-
flery and that all that was reported of his- Refurrection was Cheat
and Impoftare, and at the fame- time, at fuch a Crifis, when
they were {o nearly concerned to do it, when fuch Numbers
were giving into the delufion, never take one ffep to undeceive
“them, and vindicate their own allegation ? Would not any men,
-in thefe circumftances, have tried all ways to make out what
i they believed to be the truth? Would not one expet to hear
_evidence called, of fome fort or other ; to have had the Apoftles
-examined and crofs-examined; or at leaft to -have had the Sol-
>diers {ummoned to make their appearance, and publicly give
“their teftimony to what they knew of the fact ? But inftead of
 this, there is nothing done towards deteéting the Impofture, but
‘only the Difciples are threatened, and fcourged, and command-
‘ed to fay nothing of the matter: Certainly this looks as if they
"were confcious that their own Story would not bear the tel-
:ling, and that therefore they had nothing elfe left for it, but to
;huth-up matters as well as they could, and ftifle the truth if
‘poflible.

. It cannot be denied, with any color of reafon, but that the
~Jews might have profecuted the Difciples as vigoroufly as they
- pleafed, ‘in order to a difcovery of the Fraud, it there had been
~any, without any hindrance from the Roman Governor; it is
plain they were at liberty to do as they thought fit; they took
-up the Apottles, they beat them, they let them go, juft as they
had a2 mind, fo that there is no appeararice of Pilate’s interpo-
fing to fcreen the Apoftles ; but quite the contrary. Nay, if he
-had been fo difpofed, it is evident the Chief Priefts and Rulers
knew how to intimidate him ; they would certainly have threa-
lened him, for countenancing this Fraud of the Refurretion,
and endeavouring to prote¢t the Authors of it, in fome fuch

Inanner as before, when they found him inclined to releafe Our

Sa-
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Saviour ; there. would have been .the fame reafon, to charg
him with a Neglect of Cefar’s Interefts, in the one Cafe as in the
other; and if they had done fo, it’s - realonable to believe it

~would have had the fame effeét upon him, and have made him|

deliver up the Apoftles to their refentment.

+

I

I

For I perfwade my felf it will not be pretended, that-the Or;-E

der Mr. 17 {peaks of; as given by Ziberins, had yet reach’d Fa-|

deq: The Emperor’s Command was this, Noz 20 moleft or call
in queftion the Difciples of Jefus; and it is {fuppofed to have
been ifiued, -upon bis receiving a Letter from Pilate, giving an

Account of Our Saviour’s Life and Aétions, of the Miraclési
wrought by him and his Difciples, and acquainting him particu-!

larly with their Charadter, what fort of Perfons they were, and:

how they behaved themfelves. In this Letter, to be fure, Pilate, or
‘whoever was the Author of it,reprefented themas honeft inoften-,
five People, all of thelower {ort, without any body of confequence|
on their fide; who might talk indeed fometimes of a temporall
Kingdom, which they expected their Mafter was to ereét, but!
had no thoughts of medling to do any thing towards it them-|
felves, ’till Chnft fhould come down to them again from'

¢
|
|'

Heaven, and put ‘himfelf at their head; and that in the mean

time they liv’d peaceably and quietly, in {fubmiflion to the prefent’

‘(overnment, without plotting any thing againft it. Thus muchat
Teaft muft have been faid, or the "Emperor would never have
beeninclin’d tofavor them : And itis not likely.that Pilaze would
write thus, ’till iome time after the Day of Pewzecoff, when
the Apofties enter’d Openly upon their Office, and, by the Power
of God that was withthem, having converted many thoufands,
inftead of growing infolent upon their Succefs, or abufing their
Intereft with the new Converts to raife difturbance in the State,
they all behaved themielves with fo much Sobriety and Mode-
ration, as left no room for the ‘Governor to fufpeét them of
any mutinous defign, or be in the leaft apprehenfive that the
Roman Government would be endauger’d, by the Refurreétion
of Fefrs being reported and believed. Burt there’s no occafion

toinfift upon this point; for if ever there was fuch a Letter of

Pilate, or fuch an QOrder qf 7 sberius, it’s beyond all difpute,
there was no regard paid to fuch Order, for a good while after
the Apoftles began their Miniftry.

If I am not very much miftaken, there never was a groffer
mifreprefentation of a -act, than what we meet within the paflage
here refer’d to in Mr. /7. his fixth Difcourfe; he there tells
us, ¥ That Pilate for the fake of Rule over the Fews was 1
«« Countenancer of cvery faftion among them; and particular-
< ty Tiberizs, npon Pilate’s reprefentation of the matter, foon
+ - : ‘% cone
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|
'}i,“ commanded that the Difciples -of Fefxs thould not be mo-
%“ lefted.” Thefe are his very words, and any Man upon rea-
iding them would cenclude, that Pzlate had by Letter communi-
Fcated his politicks to T iberins, and upon his acquainting him
-that, to maintain his Rule, he countenanc’d every different Fac-
Ation among the Fews, the Emperor had enter’d into his Scheme,
dand {o far approv’d it, as to command, for the fame Reafon,
§that the Chriftians fhould be countenanc’d, and the Difciples of
1 fefus not molefted : This is the plain obvious meaning of this
dpaflage ; whereas the truth was quite otherwife, and Mr. 7.
Aknew it was fo, unlefs he has found out fome other Letter of
“4Pilate to Tiberius, befides that on which he formerly wrote 2
“Differtation under the Name of Myffagogaus 3 for he there af-
derts point blank the contrary to what he maintains here, and
all the Evidence he brings to prove that there was fuch a Let-

#.,fter at all, fhews at the fame time what mult have been the Con-

© A

tents of it, wiz. An Account of our Saviour’s Life and Aétions,
sof the Miracles that he wrought, and what extraordinary things
sbefel him' and his Difciples ; And that if ever there was fuch
@n Ortder of Z7berins in their favour, it was truly the ‘refult
wf. a full Conviltion that our Lord was a. Divine Perfon,
swhich Conviftion was {o ftrong upon him, that he mov’d the
Senate to have him Deify’d, and tho’ he could not carry that
”ﬁgiut, yet he was all his Life after againft perfecuting the Chri-
2tans.

Every tittle of this Mr. /#. maintains in the abovemention'd
Differtation (), and therefore he had better have let alone fay-
ing any thing of it here, becaufe it only ferves to prove him
‘guilty of thegrofieft prevarication; for if he has alter’d his mind,
iand now thinks that Diflertation good for nothing, he is ar=
guing againft Chriftianity from Circumftances which, be kwows,
‘are nothing to the purpofe; and if he s fhll of the fame opi-
inion as when he wrote that piece, be maft be confions that
Ae has fet matters in a falfe light now; and there is this un-
Jucky Circamftance befides , unlucky to him I mean, that he
has fornifh’d his hated adverfaries the Clergy, with at leaft one
“important Witnefs againft himfelf, in favor of Chriltianity, which
it may be they would have never thought of, if he had not put
them in mind of it. But to proceed in our Evidence.

If we had no other proof, Gamalsel, in his Speech before re-

cited, fays enough to convince any man, beyond all Contra-

- () Entitled, Differtatio de Pontii Pilati ad Tiberium Epiffola circa
-res Jefu Chrifti Geftas. Per Myflagogum, |
| D | diction,
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diction, that the few:fs Council, at lealt the Majority of them,
believed not one fingle word of the Story they had publifh’d]
with reference to our Lord’s Refurre&tion: He was in the right|
to have the Apoftles put out before he began ; it certainly was!
not fit for them to hear fuch a plain conceflion in their favor;|
For what is his Argument? RKeframm, {ays he, from thefe men,)
lay afide your intended ill purpofes againft them, lef baply y
fight againft God,-for if this Connfel or work be of God, ye cann
overthrow 1t. Now what is this Counfel or Work of which
Gamaliel {peaks? Is it not the faét of Chrift’s Refurreétion? theF
truth of which the Apoftles were by Divine Commiffion en:
deavouring to eftablifh, and for aflerting which, the Chief Prielt
and Rulers were fo exafperated at them, that they refolved to
put them todeath. T'he meaningthen of his Wordsis this, if Go¢
has interpofed, and done. thefe great Wonders, which ' are re.
ported, in the Perfon of this Man, you cannot overthrow tht
Caufe which God efpoufes, and therefore take heed what you
do, for fear, if it thould be thus, ye fhould fight againft Godt
But how comes it to pafs, if he believ’d it a Cheat, that he wa
in any fufpence whether God was concern’d in it or not? H
certainly knew, and this was a plain confeflion, that the tal
they vented in the beginning, was of their own contriving, an
without any foundation ; And his talking in this manner, wit
-what fcllowed upon it, is a dire€t proof, that the far greate
part, then and there prefent, believed not one Syllable of the
fact they had reported. For it is faid that zbey agreed to thi
realoning of his, and thereupon quitted their former cruel pur
ole. -
’ It matters not what or who Gawmalrel was, whether in th
Plot with the Apoftles, as ifome have reprefented him, or o
of it; be he what he would, the Argument is the fame, for the
were not all in a Plot with the Apoftles; and what influene
could fuch reafoning as this poflibly have on a fet of Men, wh
believed zbe Difcipies came by Night, and ftole away the Bod
while the Soldiers flepr? 1f they believ’d the Apoftles to b
Cheats, it could not admit of a Debate, whether the Wor-
was of Men or of God; and they would certainly have urge
againft him, if they had thought it worth while to make an
reply to fuch a filly Speech, that there could be no danger
fighting againft God in this cafe, becaufe they knew it to be.
trick and impolture of Men-; whereas on the contrary, they ow:
the jufinefs of hs reafoning, and, 1n part ar leaft, come overt
his fide; which could never have happen’d, if they had not bee
Confcious that all the trick and impolture, all the lying an
falfhood, was on their fide of the Queltion. There’s no a
counti;

L .
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counting for the Refolution they came to, in confequence of
Gamaliel’s Argument, upon any other {uppofition.

Thus then, I think, it is evident, as evident as a thing of
i this kind can be, that the Chief Priefts and Rulers, tho’ fo ob-
) fhinately. fet upon oppofing Chrilt and Chriftianity, did yet, in
1 truth and reality, believe the faét of the Refurreftion, whatever
4 Pretences they made to the contrary; and if this be allowed,
¥1t’s an undeniable confequence, that they would, in all probabi-
3 lity, have aéted juft as they did, let the Proof of the [Fact have
3 been what it would. :
1 After fuch a glaring Inftance of Men’s adting in direct Con-
straci€tion to the fulleft and ftrongeft conviétions, it feems need-
clefs to attempt a formal reply to that part of the Objetion,
swhich infifts upon the propofing fuch Evidence, as would have
?been {ufficient to convince them, whether they would or no.
1lor we fee the Fews were convinced, whether they would or
no, but acted, for all that, in direét oppolition to their con-
victions; fo that the meaning of this demaad, if it means any
thing, muft be this, that the Evidence fhould have been luch
ias would not only have forced their Conviction, but have forc’d
Zthem to a {uitable conduét in confequence of their Inward per-
wafion : What fort of evidence this muft have been,I know
“not; I think I have thewn, that the Evidence propos’d in the
tObjection would not have done it; for if they really and truely
believ’d the I'act upon the Evidence as it was, and yet ated
“the part they did, there’s no room to fay, that the fears and
apprehenfions; which would have rifen in their Minds in Con-
fequence of their conviftion, would have operated fo {trongly,
;fas effetually to deter them from making any oppofition to
4Chrift and his Do¢trine : T own indced that fuch fears and ap-
sprehenfions for themfelves, if they oppofed the Truth, might
“have been reafonably expeéted, in fuch a Cafe as this, where
they really believed it; but then it was as realonable to expelt
-them, upon fuppofition of their Conviétion in one way, as of
gtheir Conviétion in another ; for their Fears muft be the refult of
stheir Conviction,and of nothing elfe; and therefore, fuppofing
sthem convinc'd, no matter how, if they were not fo frighted,
Gif they were under the influence of paflions and prejudices
Atrong enough to overbalance their Fears, or draw off their At-
stention, {0 as to prevent their making, and weighing thofe con-
‘clufions,- which fober minds would have come to upon a Con-
‘viftion ;in thefe Circumftances, it’s reafonable to think, that their
paflions and prejudices woula have had the fame effeét, in
-whatever way they had been convinced. But there’s little oc-
:cafion to argue this Point, which is fupported by daily expe-
- D2 rience:
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_rience: We have frequent examples of Men’s. Faith and Prac.
tice runhing direétly counter to each other, in matters of the
laft importance; and if we had not this f{urprifing Inftance, i
the cafe of the Fews, which we have been new confidering
yet there are others enough upon record, of this very Peoplef

- 10 put the thing beyond all difpute. (4} é
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In, fhort, it is certainly true, that when the evidence of a Fad}
or Propofition rifes to a certain Pitch, if then our Paflions an
.Prejudices are {o {trong and predominant, that tho’ the Evn[
dence convinces our Judgment, and engages our Affent, yet i
does not incline us to aét 1n fuch manner, as in reafon we oughtf
upon {uch a belief; when this is the cafe, it's highly probable,
not to fay abfolutely certain, thatno Evidence would be fuffi
.cient,to mafter the force of our vicious habits and prepofleflions;
And this I take to be the true meaning of that Expreflion of
.our Saviour, in the Parable of Dives and Lazarus, Thofe whi
bear not Mofes and the Prophets, neither will they be perfuadedi

b0’ one rofe from the dead. ;
But waving what has been offer’d upon this Head, that our:

Adverfaries may .have no room to complatn, let us fet afide’
what has been now faid, tofhew that it is probable an alteration!
in the Evidence would have made no alteration in the Condud
of . the Fews; And fuppofe the clean contrary, and then tsy
what will be the confequence of fuch a Suppofition. Suppofe
then that our Lord had fhewn himfelf publicly after his Re-
furreflion, as it is faid he ought, and that fuch an Appearance
had made {o deep an Impreflion on the minds of all the Peo.
ple, that they had unanimoufly believ’d in him, and received
him as their Mefliah ; yet flill; I affert, they would have been
very far from cmbracing true genuine Chriftianity, upon the
real plan of it. As for the Scribes and Pharifees, the Chief
Priefts and Rulers, it is my. opinion, they would never have
received and owned him as the Mefliah upon any terms, a5
long as it was- poilible for them. to avoid it. For confidering
how matters{tood betwixt him and them; I'hat He had inveighed
againft them and their whole Conduét, and all their darling
Principles and Practices, with the greatelt warmth and eagernefs,
thro’ the whole Courfe of his Miniftry ;and They, in return, had
treated him with ali the Contempt and Cruelty, that Rage and
Maljce counld invent; in thefe Circumftances, for their own
Intereft and Safety;they would certainly, to the utmoft of their

(@) See the fecond Chapter of Mr. Lardner’s Vindication before ree

ferred to,
: POWCI,
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] power, have oppofed the acknowledging his Title to 2 Cha.
i rater, which, according to the then opinionof the whole Nation,
1 gave him a right to the Sovereignty, and. confequently would
3 transfer- the Adminiftration into the hands of a. Perfon, under
3 whom the leaft they could expet, was to be immediately dif-
4 graced, and turned out of all employment. However, Mr. #,
{ {eems to think that they and the whole People would have re-
% ccived him as their Meffiah; he tells us, p. 16. I# was the conds-
3 tion of the Sealed Covenant, that if Jelus rofe from the dead in the
W prefence of the Chief Priefts upon their opening the Seals of the Se-
palchre, at the time appointed, then ke was to be acknowledg’d to
5 be the Meffiab ; this was the teft they had fixed on whereby to
¢ try his Meffiahthip. And p. 22. he fays, that 4 Manifeffation: of
3 Chrift rifen afterwards to the Chief Priefis wonld have been e-
{ quivalent to their prefence at, and fight of the Miracle. So
%that it is his opinion, thatif Chrift had appeared publicly, the

34 Yews would have ftood to the condition upqn their part, and
have own’d him for their Mefliah: Be it fo, I fhall not difpute
iit with him; But if the People had received him as the Meffiah,
it muft undoubtedly have been according to their own notions

4 and expeétations about that, Perfon.. -
'+ What thofe were is well known, that.they expeéted the Mef
“ fiah to ereét a temporal Kingdom, and not only deliver them
' from a ftate of Slavery and Subjeétion, but carry on his Con-
iquefts over the whole Earth, and reduce all the Nations of it to
“his Obedience. This was an Expetation calculated to flatter
_the Pride and Vanity of any. People, but particularly of this,
who had been long ufed to confider themielves as the fpecial
Favourites of Heaven, and look down with an infolent Con-
tempt upon the reft of Mankind; to a People of this Com-
plexion the Yoke of Servitude muft be exquifitely gauling, and
5t is no wonder they gladly and generally cherifhed a Perfwafi-
on, that the time would come, when they, in their turn, fhould
‘be even with their Conquerors, and reign over thofe who at
‘prefent had the Maftery over them; this was a pleafing thought,
“all the Paffions of human Nature confpir’d to perfwade them;
‘that this delightful Dream would fhortly be a Reality; this they
;were firmly convinc’d of, and their Hopes were at the higheft
Juft about this time: Now, if at this Crifis our Liord had fhewn
himfelf publickly in Ferafalem, rifen from the dead the third
day after his Crucifixion, and the People had been generally per-
{waded of the Truthof fo miraculous an Event, and, in confe-
quence of their Conviétion, had concluded him to be the Deli-
verer they look’d for; there would have been no fuch thing . as
keeping them within any bounds, they. would no longer have
kept
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kept any terms with their Mafters, but immediately have thrown:
off all obedience to the Romawns.
This, I verily think, would have been the Cafe. And the,
Chief Priefts and Rulers were of the fame Opinion; upon
occafion of fome extraordinary Miracles which Chrift wrought
in his Life time, they cxprelsly declare their apprehenfions, /#4as
do we? Lot this Man does neany Miracles, if we fuffer him to go
012, all Men will belreve on bim, and the Romans will take away
both our Place and Natson: And their {olliciting Prlate with fo]
much eagernels for a Guard, with what they fay upon that oc-
cafion, is a plain Proof that they thought it of the laft Impor-:
tance to prevent the Difciples from ftealing away the Body, and|
fhews clearly, they were atraid, if any fuch thing thould happen,
and the People be made to believe he was rifen, that all would!
immediately be in an uproar, and it would be impoflible to;
hold- them in from committing the greateft Extravagancies.|
But perhaps it may be faid, ¢ there was a Circumftance int
“ the Charalter of the Mefliah they expeéted, which would ef-
¢¢ fectually have prevented all Confufion ; He was to be their;
““ General and Commander, they were to fight under his En-|
“ figns, and he was to put himfelf voluntarily at their Head to
“ conduct them to Victory and Triumph; and therefore if
¢ Chnift had not done {o, there would have been no ftir og
“ buftle, all would have been quiet. :
Now there is one Inftance in the Gofpel of St. Fobu, which is
enough to end all Difpute upon this point : We are there told that
upon our Saviour’s feeding five thoufand Men, with five Loaves
and two {mall Fifhes, they who had feen- the Miracle, come in-
ftantly to this Conclufion, Z4is is of 4 truth that Propher which
fhordd come into the World: Upon which our Lord perceiving!
that they wonld come and take him by force to make him a King,
bad nothing elle left for it, but to retire, and get out of the
way ; for there 1s no fuch thing as talking a mad Populace into
reafon when under the Influence of a frantic Conceit: St. Mat-
thew likewife informs us, that Fefus, after working a Miracle
of the fame fort, when he was retired, and got off with his
Difciples, begun to ask them what was the general Opinion
about him, what they could gather, from the courfe of their
Obfervation, that the People thought of him; upon which they
tell him that fome faid He was John the Bapiif, others that He
was Llias, and others that He was one of the old Prophets rifen
agasn: But, {ays our Saviour, whom fay ye that I am? St. Peter
immediately anfwers, zhe Chrift of God.” This was right. But
what fays our oaviour to it? He direCtly gives them a ffriff
Commandment not o gell any Maz that thing. But why? The
reafon
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reafon follows, becanfe the Sm'of Man muft fuffer many things,
and be refecled, &c. Whereas if the Fews conceived this No-
tion of himi, he would be fo far from futtering, or being rejeét-
ed, as it was- expedient he fhould be, that the People would fet
him at their Head, and make him a King whether he would or
no. Here then we have Chrilt’s own Teftimony in favour of
my Affertion; and indeed there is no likelyhood, that the People
“would have fcrupuloufly adhered to every fingle Circumftance
in the Charaéter of the Mefliah, as they had pre-conceived it, or
have made- any Diftinétion, if he had been but among them,
betwixt His leading them, and their hurrying Him along with
them whither they had-a mind.

" And from this Account of things we are helped to a reafon
-for the Condué& of Providence, in not permitting the Apoflles
' to enter upon their Commiffion, and openly proclaim the Re-

furreétion of their Mafter, till after his Alcenfion, and for not

communicating, till then, thofe Powers from on high, which
were to accompany their Teftimony; for if fuch Numbers had
‘been convinced, as we find there were, directly, upon the Preach-
ing of the Apoltles, and they had owned him as the Mefliah, and
_our Lord had been then upon Earth; or they had believed he
Ewas, the firft Queftion would have been, Where is Hef And
. their firt Bufinefs, to find him out if poflible; and, in all likeli-
" hood, a general uproar among them would have been the con-
 {fequence of their Conviftion: The out-cry would have been
. prefently raifed, The Meffiab is among #5, and we are in queft of
i Him; and Multitndes would have inftantly joined themfelves to
tthe ficlt Converts; for when a tumult is once raifed, be the oc-
scation of it what it will, in a populous City, there is no know

ring where it will ftop, fo catching 1s the Infection, and efpeci-
{ally when the Cry, that is given out, hits the Humour and coin-
fcides with the Pafiions of the People; which would have been
ithe Cafe here. In thefe Circumftances, it would have been
equally dangerous for Chrift to have fhewn himfelf, or abfcond-
.ed; if He had appeared, they would have proclaimed him King
and if He had contipuved to ablcond, they would have falien
foul on the Apoftles.as a Set of Deccivers, who told them of

a Mefliah that was not to be found, and wrought Miracles to de-

lude them, by the Power of the Devil. -

Contidering and judging  of things upon the Principles of
‘human Reafon, this feems to be a natural Account of what
-would really have happened, and, according to all the Views
-We can have, the belt way to prevent it. was to let our
Lord be firit afcended, before his Mefliahfhip was publicly
preached ; that {o having no Profpect, at prefent, of getting him

winong
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among them, they might not think of erefing a temporal Do-
minion at this Jun&ure, but defer it to fome properer Seafon;
And it is certain they were for a great while fully perfwaded, that |
fuch a Seafon would come, fome time or other. How long;
the Jewifh Converts to Chriltianity continued in the Belief of
a temporal Kingdom to be ereéted by the Mefliah, I know not;
but the Opinion was not confined to them only, it fpread it felf
among the Gentiles likewife, and fuch an Expeétation of Chrift’s|
reigning upon Earth {till fubfifts, among fome few of us even at|
this day, though a little varied from what was then the Opinion;

l

of the Ffews. ;,
It is tono purpofeto fay, * that our Saviour might haveappear.

“.ed, and all thefe Extravagancies have been prevented, even tho'
¢ the People had univerfally received him, if he had but acquaint.
¢ ed themthat they were miftaken in their Opinion about him, and;
¢ given them a true Account of himfelf, and the Errand that he|
¢ came upon: ”’ lor it is evident, as I have already thewn, that,
in His Fudgment, all he could fay to them would not do. The|
Notion of a temporal Kingdom made fo eflential a Part of their|
Idea of the Mefliah, and was fo clofely united to the found of;
that Word, that it was next to impoflible for them to feparate
the two, or hear the one, without inftantly thinking of ths
other alfo: If then He had told them plainly, that He had no
defign of interpofing in temporal matters ; that His Commiffion
was of quite another nature, and that they muft lay afide all
expettation of a temporal Deliverance by his means; if he had
dealt thus plainly with them, and they had believed him upon
this Article, 1 will not pretend to fay pofitively what Conclufion”
they would have come to about him ; whether they would have
thought he was Fobz the Baptift, or Elas, or one of the oli
Propbets rifen again, or the like; or whether they would have
rejeted him altogether as a Deceiver, who performed Wonders
by a Communication with Beelzebzt: But whatever they had
thought of him, this 1 am fure of, they would never have con:
ceived him to be the Mefliah: And yet it was highly expedient,
if they received him at all, that they {hould believe him to be
that Prophet, and not look for another; that {0 they might not be
continually liable, as they had been,to Impofture and Delufion;
but live quietly and peaceably, obferving all that our Saviou
had taught and commanded them; but of this there could have
been no fecurity, if they had expeéted another Mefliah after him;
for if any Deceiver had arifen among them, and fet up in a way
agreeable to their Notions and Expeétations, they would proba
bly have followed him, and quite and clean forgot all the Pre:

cepts and Inftrutions of Fefws. I
t
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3 Tt is very remarkable, how warily and gradually Our Lord
jproceeded with the Difciples -and Apoftles themfelves, who be-
Hlieved him to be the Mefliah, and for 2 long while expected the
dvery fame things from him, that the Fews did from their Mef-
#fah; How he opened himfelf to them in {ome things, Step by

N

“4Step, and ‘wholly concealed others from them, becanfe theywere
2ot able 30 bear them. As long as he continued with them, a
#@emporal Kingdom ran conftantly in-their Heads; one of the laft
:2hings they (ay to-him is, Lord, wilt thow at this time refiire the
Ef(fﬂgcﬂ’om to-Ifrael? What is His Reply? Iz 55 %0t for you to
Snvw tie Times and the Scafons. Inftead of taking occafion from
fhence to explain himfelf to them upon that Head, he chufes to
Jeave them in Tufpence. He knew, if he fhould then make a {ull
Difcovery to them, how things were to be conduéted, it would
be a great Difappointment, and could not but know what Ef-
;‘%ﬁ& {uch a Difappointment would have upon them: A former

done which they met with, vz, that. of his being crucified cons
“drary to their Expeétation, tho’ he had warned them of it be-
Aorehand over and over, funk their Spirits to fuch a degree, and
“syrought {o upon them, that they gave up all for gone, and e-
yen concluded him to be an Impoftor; as might eafily be fhewn,
4f there was occafion for it.  All things therefore confidered, he
ithought it beft to decline giving: them a dire¢t Anfwer,. and in-
Atead of it, promifes them, thdt in a few Days they thould be
@ndued with Power from on high, and in the mean-tithe orders
them back to Ferafalesn, there to wait, 'till this fliould happen.
i The chief Reafon perhaps, why fuch an Order was given
‘them, was this, That thofe who were the greateft Enemies of
“Chrilt and his Followers, might be Witnefles to the Miracle
“wwrought on the Perfons of the Apoftles; but I cannot help
thinking there was another Reafon befides, which moved Our
“Saviour, jointly with the other, to command them not to ftir
from Ferafalein, "till they had received the Powers he fboke of:
Flofh’d, as no doubt they were, upon the fight of Chrifi’s tri-
‘tmphant Afcenfion, and in all probability concluding nothing
Hefs than that he was gone to fetch Succours from above, t0 e-
{tablith him on his Throne, they might have been in danger, thro”
fhuman Frailty, in this Interval, before the Delcent of the Holy
Ghoft upon them, of undertaking fome rafh inconfiderate At-
tempt, much to the prejudice of Chriftianity, if they had not
Been feparated from the main Body of the Brethren, and fent
Mtrait back into the City, into the midft of their Enemies, where
the Fear they were in of the Fews might keep them a little n
Awe, be a ballance to their Hopes and Paflions, and incline
them to wait quietly for a few Days, ’till they faw what became
of their Mafter’s Promifcs. E but
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But let us fee how Matters were managed afterwards, whep;
the Apoftles had received the Gifts of the Holy Ghoft, and, un.
der His Dire&ion, began to publith boldly the Refurrection of
Fefus; and preach his Mefliahthip to the Fews: We do no
find that they told them in exprefs terms, That they were
give up all Hopes of the Mefliah’s ever doing any thing for then;
in a temporal way, as they had groundlefly imagined; No; if
this had been faid, T dare fay none of them would have ownef
him as the Mefliah, for this was a thing that, according to aj;
their Notions, they could never have conceived; and therefor
if we may be allowed to guefs at the Reafons of the Divi
Condu&, from the Temper of the Fews, and the method ¢
proceeding with them, it feems eafy to account for St. Peser!
addrefling them in the manner which he did in the 3d of ti
Adéls, and without entering into a particular Detail of Circum
ftances, acquainting them, in general Terms, of a future Even
which would certainly happen, and which, at that In{tant, the|
might apply and interpret, if they pleafed, in their own way:
When the time of Refrefbing (fays he) fhall come from the Pr:
fence of the Lord, He will fend Fefus, who before was preach:
znto Yon: He tells them indeed, that the Heaven maft recen
bim, till the time of the Reftstution of all things, of which Gu
had [poken by the Mouth of his Prophets; but he does not tel
them how long it will be to this Time; he does not fay that i
will not be ’till the laft Judgment, or near it, when zhe faluefs;
the Gentiles fhall be brought in, aud Ifrael be converted and faved’
but only in the general that it will be, tho’ not yet, and, witi
out fixing the Time, leaves them at liberty to apply what he {3
upon the Return of the Mefliah, in a {enie agreeable to their ow
Notions and Expetations about him: the time of Refrefbing,an
of the Reftitution of all things, they would probably underftan
to be a Time when the Meiliah fhould appear again in their f
vour, to execute what was not yet accomplithed, to deliver ther
from their prefent Subjetion and Dependency, and raife themt
a {tate of Sovereignty and Dominion above what they ever e
joy’d; the Words would admit of this Acceptation, and I ar’
apt to believe they took them {o. |

Thus far then [ think is clear, that it was expedient for th
Fews, if they received Our Lord at all, to receive him as ther
Mefliah; and confequently it was neceflary he fhould be pro
-pos’d to them under that Charaéler; and if there was no likelf
hood of their receiving him when {0 propos’d, unlefs they wer
allowed to conceive ot him in fome meafure agreeably to the:

* As St, Paul expreffes himfelf to the Romans, Cap, xi, 2.5, 26.
ol
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\d Prejudices and Prepoffeflions, as to the worldly Advantages
ihey expeéted from him ; and if it ‘was the moft rational way of

L&ﬂm"" iy

roceeding in this, as in all-other cafes, to.gain the main Point
firt, and endeavour afterwards, as opportunity offer’d, to cor-
‘teét their Miltakes, and remove their Prejudices, by degrees; if
Ahis be allowed, it will appear, that there could not be a better
yvay taken, than what was, to propofe QOur Saviour to them
f‘%mder that Charaéter, and, as far as poffible, prevent all Incon-
‘eniencies. For, fuppofe he had appear’d openly and publicly in
Fferufalem, after his Refurre€tion, in the Gharatter of the Mef-
fiah, and been owned. and confefled as fuch, and, to prevent

‘Confufion, had interpofed his Authority with thePeople, and en-
‘joined them to commit no Diforders; yet it was impofiible for
3 Perfon to refide, tho’ but for a few Days, among.them in that
' Charalter, without the Roman Governor’s taking  Umbrage at

jta for the Multitude would certainly have followed him where-
#ver hie went, Men of all ranks would have been crowding to
E%nake their Court tohim; and if, to guard againtt all Events, the

L » " » .
:Prefident of the Province had given Orders to feize on Fefws,

ahﬂ Fews would undoubtedly have protected their Mefliah, and
in the heat of their Refentment, to revenge fuch an Indignity
ioffer’d to their King and Nation, have run to. Arms dire@ly,
nd renounced all future Subjection to the Romans.

4 - But let-us. ftretch our Fancy, and fuppofe, that Fefus upon his
“goming out of the Grave, in the prefence of the Chief-Priefts and
Rulers, and all the People, to prevent the ill Confequences of
‘his continuing upon Earth, had afcended {treight towards Hea-
‘Ven in their fight ; and, when he was got out of their reach, had
-fvith an audible Voice addrelled them, and himfelf been the
“Preacher of his Meffiahthip; That, to lay their Paflions, and pre-
fj’;},‘?eilt-;heir immediately running into Mutiny and Rebellion, he
Jad told them exprefly that he was now going to leave them:;
_.g%et probably he would have {ubjoined fome qualitying Circum-
“Atance, much to the {fame purpole with what St. Pezer {aid, that
"Wwhen the time of Refrefbiug or Reftitnution came, be wonld thex
“@ppear again; fomething of this kind was expedient to be faid.
“‘Now fuppofe that Matters bad been thus conduéted, :and the
‘whole Nation, Priefts and People, moved with this pompous
‘manner of Proceeding, an{werable to their Conceptions of the
iMefliah, had received Him as fuch: If a few Days after the
‘Afcenfion, the Holy Ghoft had delcended on fome of them, as
~he did on the Apoltles, and they had all been confirm’d in 3 Be-
lief of Fefus being their Meffiah, had publicly deciared him to
be fo, and with one Voice united in confidently reporting the
-Falts of his Refurre€tion and Afcenfion, and had vndauntedly

E 2 ftoad
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ftood to the Truth of them, What muft the Romans hay
thought when they received an Account of this Affair? Having.
been informed, from good hands, what the Fews expected of thejl -
Meffiah; how unealy under a foreign Yoke; and how difpﬂfed[;
to revoit, and fhake it off; they would have coniidered the: whulei .‘
25 2 Contrivance of ‘the Chief-Priefts and Rulers, the politic and[;é%
mtriguing Heads of the Nation, to try the Humours, to raifef‘;
the Paflions, and keep up the Spirits of the People, ’till fome Pl
they had on foot againft the Roman Government fhould be rip
for Execution. . A
No doubt the Romans would have Tufpected- a Plot, and haw -
believed that the Men of Power and intereft, of Credit a
Dignity in the State, had formed a Defign to raife a Rebellion;
for confidering how the People were prepared, that they were
perfwaded they had fecn their Mefliah, and buoy’d themfelve
up with the Promile made to them of his returning ; it was ns
tural to apprehend:that the Contrivers and Managers of thi
Affair intended, as foon as Meafures were duly concerted, t
lay hold on fome public Occafion, when the People were af:
fembled in great Numbers, to produce fome Perfon or othe,
whom they would prefent to- them as their Mefliah returned
and- whom they had properly inftruéted for that purpofe; o
elfe, which perhaps might aniwer their end as well, aflure- then
that the Mefliah had appeared to them, and given them Order
to acquaint his People, That it was his Will and Pleafure they
fhould immediately begin an Attack upon their Enemies ; and H
Himfelf would fhortly be with them: It was natural, I fay, fo
the Romans to have fulbefted fomething of this. kind; and thd
fome time had paffed without any Attempt being made againf
the Intereft of the Empire, yet they would certainly have con
cluded that it was defign’d, and that the only Reafon why no
thing had been done was; becaufe the Confpirators were no
ready. INo Proteftations, on the part of the Fews with refped
to their peaceable Intentions, would- have been regarded; th
Komans would have thought their Sufpicions too well founde
to be removed by fair Speeches, and formal Declarations of Du:
ty and Submiilion, which they would have conceived as intend
ed only to lull them into a fatal Security, and gain Time ’til
their Enemies had ftrengthen’d themfelves, and prepared mar
ters for a Revolt. INo account would have been made at Rom
of the Miracles which the Fews talk’d of; their own Interelt
and an eager Defire to maintain their Power and Authority over-
a conquer’d Nation, would have gunickly helped them-to a Solu
tion, by refolving allinto Fraud or Magic, by means of which, ti
Heathen Nations then, as well as others fince, believed that vers
wonderful things might be perforin’d, Unac
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Under thefe Apprehenfions, Ordersiwould have been'prefent-
ly. difpatched. into-the neighbouring Provinces, for Forces. to
march into Fudea to fupprels the.growing Rebellion, and firict
Command given, to fecure all the Perfons of ‘moft. weight and
influence in the Country; the Confequence-of ‘which muft have:

been this, that-:the Fews perceiving what Preparations were ma-

king. againft them, and concluding that their. Nation .was.mark’d
ont for, Deftruétion, would: have thought it high time to ftand
upon their- Defence.

The Men of Power, dreading the: Refentment of the: Ro-
mans, would have armed the People to oppofe.them; and.the
People, enrag’d at-an Attempt (as they would-have thonght it)

~ to make them Slaves entirely, would have readily followed: the
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Direétion of their Rulers; and no-doubt but all Sorts would
have comforted themielves: with-a Perfuafion, that the Meffiah

~would appear for their Deliverance,. when unjuftly attacked,

and reduced to thefe: Extremities. Thus a War would have
been begun, a Struggle;, muft have comnmenced betwixt the two
Nations; for the Maltery; and whatever had -been the iflue of the
Conteft, true Chriftianity ;muft, in all likelyhood, have unavoid-

-ably bled to Death, through the Wounds. & would have received
in that Quarrel ; for if:the: Romans had {ucceeded, Chriftianity
muft have funk with the Jewifh State-and Nation; and if the
- Fews had fucceeded, tho’ the: Mefliah had not appeared, they
. would have argued from their. Succefs that He was virtually,
tho’ not perfonally, prefent.among them, and fausfying them-
- {elves with this Diftinétion, have- proceeded in their Scheme of
cerecting a-Iifth Monarchy.
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IV. After what has been faid, there’s but little Occafien to
enlarge upon the Fourth thing propofed, v:z. To fhew, that
fuppofing. Chrift had appeared publicly, let the Manner of his Ap-
pearing have been what it would, .there would, notwithftanding,
with refpe¢t to the Gentile World, have-been full as mauy, 1if

not more-and greater Difficulties and Objections againft Chriftia-
nity, than there are, or were, in the way that things. were ma-
naged. And befides, this Point has-been {o well and fully hand-

led in the Pamphlet before mentioned :at the beginning. of this

Difcourfe; that it is quite needlefs to dwell long. upon this Par-
ticelar; and_therefore. [ fhall be: very brief upon this Head, and

{ay no more than is abfolutely neceffary to bring the Argument
10 a fair Conclufion.

Waving-then all other Confiderations, let us fee how Matters
would have lool’d to the reft of the World, upon any ot the fol-

Eaf,

lowing Suppofitions.
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Firft, Suppofe that our Lord had fhewn himfelf openly to the
Fews, and the Féws had for ‘all that continued obftinately to re-
jett:him, What muft the reft of the World have thought about
the Affair, if they had thought it worth their while'to ‘think at
all about ‘it? Here are the Apoltles,upon one fide, aflerting pofi-
tively thdt their Mafter thewed himfelf openly, and the Fews,
upon the other, as-politively denying the fa&, or at lealt affirm-
ing, that.there was indeéd a Perfon appeared, who called himfelf
by the fame Name, and was {fomething like him, but was found
upon enquiry not.to be the fime. What muft diftant Nations
have thought, what Conclufion could they have come to, from
this contradi&ory Evidence, this Oppofition of Witnefles:
Again,

gSlepofe ‘the. Fews had univerfally received our Saviour as
the Meffiah, according totheir Notions of the Mefliah, which
I have fhewn they muft have done, if they had received him
at all ; what would have been the. Confequence? In all pro-|
bablllty it ‘'would ‘have occifioned a2 War betwixt them -and
the Romaus ; this I'think'is the natural and diret Confequence, |
and if 1o, the whole Affair would have been fet in 2 political |
Light, and look’d upon merely as a Contrivance to Ipirit up
the Nation to a revolt, and under the {pecious Name of Li-
berty, forward and fupport the ambitious defigns of fome afpi-
ring Men. Thus it would have look’d to the People, in ether
Countries, then alive, and in this fhape it 'would have appeéared
in Hlﬁory to all pofterity. Nay,tho’ an open Rupture had. been |
prevented by the timely precaution of the Romans, or- the;
timoroufnefs of the Fews, yet flill the whole Story of our:
Saviour would have been ‘confidered as a Stratagem, cunning-.
ly devifed, to raife the Paflions and try the ‘Hamor of the:
Nation, by fome Perfons who underhand were meditating a
revolt, And thus Chriftianity would have been reprefented as
a Plot to undermine the Government; whereas In the way
that things were ordered, there could be no fufpicion of a
Plot, becaufe the cunmng intriguing Heads were all upon the
other fide of the Queftion:

But laftly, fuppofe the whole Body of the Nation had em-
braced Chriftianity upon the true real plan of it, which, [ think,
it’s certain they never would have done, yet their embracmg
ir, would of it felf have been a powerful Argument with the
reft of the World, for them to rejed it as not worth theif
Notice. For it is well known how the Fews [tood in the
opinion of the reft of Mankind; their general Chara‘ter was
that of a proud, obftinate, particular, unaccountable People,

who delpifed all the reft of the World, and confequently met
the
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the fate they deferved, were defpifed by all the reft in their turn:
“And we.may leave any one to judge, whether fuch a People’s
receiving 2 Doctrine would have been any recommendation to
_others to embrace it.
Toremove the Difficulties, which thofe, who call for fironger
evidence in proof of Chriftianity, are neceflarily involved in, they
| may poflibly after all recur to Almighty Power, and argue, That
fince God has the Hearts of all Men in his Hands, and can
tarn them which way he pleafes, the Obje&tions raifed againft
 their Scheme, areno Reafons - why it thould not have been fol-
: lowed ; becaule Infinite Wifdom could have contrived a way,
: which Almighty Power could have executed, to bear down
s all the Prejudices of mankind, and force their' Aflent to the
§trUth, in fpite of all their paflions and prepofleflions : But if
j this is a fufiicient folution to the Difficulties urged againft their
1 9cheme, 1t 1s certainly full as good an one to the Objeétions
' brought againft us ; For tho’ we own and confefs, that nothing
is too hard for Infinite Wifdom, and Almighty Power to ac-
. complith; and are far from aflerting, that God cannot, if He
pleafes, adl in an irrefiftible manner upon the Minds, the Wills,
-and Affe¢tions of His Creatures, yet, if the difficulties upon
“their fide be but equal to the difficulties upon Ours, we may
; lafely defy them to fhew .a reafon, why God, or indeed any
 rational Agent who had determined to aél, or interpofe in an
affair of any kind, thould change one method of proceeding for
. another in no refpeét preferable.
. Upon the whole, the Foundation of our Religion, our
. Lord’s Refurre€tion I mean, ftandeth fure and unfhaken, in
Ipite of all that’s urged to the contrary, in the Objeftion I have
“been now confidering; For if the Evidence, 6n which our Faith
-18 built, was and is fufficient to convince any fober unpreju-
“diced Perfon ; if, this being fo, neither Fews then had, nor we
“now have, any right or reafon to defire more ; And tho’ more
bad been given, if the Fews would, notwithftanding, have ei-
‘ther aéted juft the fame part they did, or elfe if they had
received Fefus as the Mefliah, have done it in a way agreeable
to their own Notions and Expetations about that Perfon; And
laftly, If the difficulties and obje@ions againft Chriftianity, in-
ftead of being diminithed, would have been rather multiplied and
dncrealed upon the Scheme propofed; If this be a true Account
of things, there can be no difficulty in the Circumflance menti-
oned by St. Peter, that Chrift thewed himfeif after His Refur-

rection to fome and not to others, 20 Ghofes Wituelfes, and not
20 all the People.

And
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- And now -perhaps-it ‘might not be amifs, to make fonie Re:
inarks upon the Manner -in which -the prefent Controverfy has
béeri.-managed ;.-but as I -have -already exceeded the Bounds |
at firft prefcribed my {elf, I thall fay nothing of the infipid Drol:
lery, and rude Burlefque that has been made ufe of, upon this
Occafion ; nor-enter-into-an Enquiry how far it may be proper to

introduce Raillery and Ridicule into Religious Controverfies;
Bt this Iam fure of,"and it deferves our Notice, being fupported)
|

by thé Authority-of that great Mafter of Wit (), whom o ma.
ny have miltaken, and therefore aukwardly mimicked, That
Buffoonery ought to be excluded from every Argument ; and be.
fore we takeupon us to laugh out aloud at the Praétice or Opinions;
of others, we (hould try matters by our felves, and fee whether they:
will bear a Laugh. For, as He jultly obferves, Ridicnle cas
never lieagainft Reafon ; and He who langhs wrong, is bimfelf ri.
dicnlons, and bears a donble fhare of Kidicule (5). - S0 that this%
Point all Sides are agreed in, however widely they may differ in
other matters, ©'hat as it 1s the Mark of 2 weak Mind, to believe
‘without Enquiry, fo it i1s the diftinguifhing Badge of a Fool to}
laugh without Reafon.

|l |

(4) Lord Shaftésbury. (6) See Letter concerning Enthufiafm,|
P. 11, Effay on Wrirand Humour, Par: 2, Seft, 1. p. 83, and Part 4
'.Seﬁ. 3. ?l 14‘9- p e r
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