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THE GRACE OF ‘GOD, WHICH BRINGETH SAL:
VATION, HATH APPEARED - TO! ALL ‘MEN;
TEACHING - US; THAT, DENYING UNGODLI-
NESS,-'AND WORLDLY. LUSTS; ‘WE':SHOULD:

LIVE: SOBERLY, RiGH'ItEOUSLY !AND GOELY;
IN THIS PRESENT WORLD. o

L
' - ‘ l"J'l“ ’ ¥ 'r
L L . 1 9 “+ 3

; ERE lt”requu‘ed t@ prdduce frem
" the Scnptures that paflage, whlch
cxh{blts,; in foweft words,h the ful»-
left account of the nature and” defign of
Chriftianity,, this is, Perhaps, the Eaﬁ"age,
that Ihould be ﬁxed on, for the purpofc.
Let us’ therefore furvey and examme the
ﬁrkagﬁ features of fo pleafing a portrait.' k

s .
¥
- &

It i is by no means intended. o' enlter 'into
2 dileuffion at. large of the Various tdfplfé'é
here fugge&cd by the Apo&fc. It will f)c
more advifable to contract our ~Vlevsfs,, and
confine them to a fingle point. It fhall be
this ; viz. the friendly afpect which Chni’cfar
nity;as here reprefented---and it 1s here trul '

A repre*-
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reprefented---bears towards fociety, and the
welfare and felicity of mankind upon earth,
In other words, I would wifh, by an illuf-
tration of the text, to convey to your minds
fome faint idea of that ftate of thmgs, which
would begin to fhew itfelf in the world,
were the. rehglon of Jefus rightly underftood,
and zealoufly practifed, among men. A
view of the Gofpel, in this light, will fur-
nifh us with proper an{wers to fome objec-
tions made by it’s enemies, as if it had been
ufelefs, nay, even prejudicial to {ociety. An
inference will likewife offer itfelf to the con-
fideration of it’s friends, {uitable to this au-
dience, and the prefent folemnity.

St. Paul, then, firft ‘declares the offgin;
univerfality, and general intent of the Gof-
pel. It was not a producion of earth
it came from-above; it was yxps O, the

grace, or g ift of God.  As a gift, we may
conclude 1t gwen, like other glfts, for the

benefit of the receivers. -As the gift of him,
who is the Father of Mercies, and the God
of all confolation, it muftbe calculated to dif-
fufe mercy and comfort among his creatures.

Iffuing from the God of peace and order, 1t

could never be deﬁgned to give birth to
wars
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wars and tumults. Offspring of that Bea
ing, who, as St. John tells us, is' Love,
it could never be intended to produce hatred
in the hearts, of which it fhould take pof-
feflion.. Proceeding frem the God of ho-
linefs, and of life, it was not defigned to be
the means of enlarging the empire -of fin
and death. It came, cwmpios, ¢¢ bringing
{alvation,” or deliverance from every ene=
my ; and it came to all, without diftincti-
on of fex or age, country or condition.
EmsQam 1 yaps T8 O 1§ TUTHEAS TAW arpamos:
it appeared, it fhone forth, manifefting it-
{elf by it’s own fplendor, like the dayfpring
from on high; like the light of the mor<
ning, when the fun arifeth, free, bright,
univerfal ; author of light and life, of joy
and gladnefs; and hailed, as fuch, by all
things in heaven and earth. It appeared,

to difpel ignorance, as darknefs; and to
diffeminate knowlege, as light; to inform

and inﬁru& mankind; Wme;}ivaua'a& ypos, tak-
ing us into training, and putting us un-
der difcipline, in the {chool of a divine Maf-
ter, who teacheth us to avoid evil, and to

purfue good ; and who alone can enable us
to do either, with effe@. In this laft par-

ticular, his fchool excells all others, with
A 2 refpect
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refpet to the benefits accruing ﬁ'om it .to
civil fociety, in proportion as it 1s better
that men fhould praltife virtue, than that
they Ihould {peak, or write of it. Man-
kind, it is true, wanted a perfe& law; or
rule of conduct: but this was not all. The
perfection of a law wsuld afford fmall coms
fort to thofe who hved under 1t, l-f the)(
could not obferve it, and muft pen{h for
tranfgreﬁing it.  Men ftood in need of other
things ; they ftood in need of pardon for
their. paft errors, and a renewal of theu:
powers unto future obedience. Herein 18
the glory of the Gofpel. Thisis the tnumph
of ¢ the grace of God,” Wthh by the Gof-
peI ““ hath appeared unto all men, teach-
““ ing us (and beﬁowmg the virtues it en-

¢ joins) that, denying ungodlinefs, and
¢ woridly lufts, we tfhould live {oberly,

‘“ righteoufly, and godly, in this prcfent
‘““ world.”

AVETALIG TH AT FoEloLY, denymg, dlfclaun-.-
ing, renouncing, forfaking smpiety ; cvery
{fpecies of irreligion; either disbelief of 2
Deity, or miftaken notions of his nature,
attributes, providence, and of the manner 11
which he is to be worfhipped ; with all the

crro=
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ergoneousagd abbmmabie p*ré&irées‘, P o
quent thﬁrhl‘upoﬁ How prejudicial ‘thefe
were to'thé interefts of fociety, no one tah
be ignorant; to whom theé hiltory of'itht
heathen - world %, in’ any- &egrge, known.

And the cafe-muft-be the fate in cvery age.
The altions of men muft alway‘s take ‘a deep
tinfture: from’ the -colour “of their religious
or irrehgmw priniciples. He' Who belibves
in a' Deity, .6f ‘whatever kind, will eqdea—
your. to pleafe, by imitating him and’ he
who believes in none, like thie- poor demo-
piac in the Gefpe] eaﬂy burfts all other
bands, neither can any man holﬂ him,

« Den'yiing‘ ‘ungodl'ine{’s," and wdrlﬂ]y
¢ lufts” ~eees Koyianas emB‘vpia{ dzcantur ecE
cupiditates, fays Grotius, quas magor pars
hominum _/équur ea enim major pars Jzpe,
in his libris, 78 weops Vocatur nomine.
Worldly lufts, or defires, are defires whofe
objedts ‘are worldly, and by worldly meh
goveted and fought after, by undue means,
or in an inordimate thanner, beyond -the
limits deﬁgned and appomted by God ‘and
nature. And whit ic it, but -the profeci-
tion of {uch defires, that fills the world
with wickednefs and miifery; producing

loxury
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luxury and extravagance amosg fome ; pos
verty and wretchednefs among others ; hate-
ful quarrels and vexatious fuits between in-
dividuals and families; ravaging and defo-
lating wars between princes and kingdoms;
factions and tumults in the ftate; and, we
may add, generally, herefies and divifions

1n the church, as our apoftle has fomewhere
clafled zhem likewife among the works of

the fzfb *.  Let not vain man, then, under
the name and notion of - philofophy, infult
and revile as a monkifb and folitery principle,
that doctrine, on which the Son of God has
thought proper to lay the deep foundations
of his religion, the dotrine of felf-denial.
In the prefent flate of human nature, ‘the
defires of fe/f are frequently the fickly crav-
ings of a diftempered being ; the gratif-
cation of them would only tend to increafe
and inflame the difeafe; and therefore, by
our heavenly phyfician, we are, in mercy,
enjoined to deny them. All that he requefte
eth of us is, to confult our own happinels,
and that of others; ¢ let the defires that are
« contrary to the commands of the Gofpel
«t be examined, and it will be found, that

2 (3al. v. 20,
£< thcy
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« they cannot be fatisfied, -withont hurtmg
« human fociety *;” ‘and if- we  are ‘com-<

manded to refiohnce worldly lufts, it'i§ bex
caufe they have deluged the earth '}Vlth ﬁn

" and-forrow.-.

From the negative part of the apoﬁles
defcnptlon, we pafs on to that which is po-
fitive, Having ¢ denied ungodlmefs and
« wordly lufts,” we are to hve, in the firft
place, foberly, cw@pows, The noun, from
whence this adverb is formed, fignifies, 6ne
of a_found mind, one that is mafter of hlm-

felf, “having his appetites and pafiions i in due
order and fubje®ion; fince, of every “one

of thefe, if fuffered to domineer, inftead of

obeying, may be faid, what has been of-
ten faid of one of them, that it is a tempo-

rary madnefs. Thus, when the prodlgal
in the parable, 1s defcribed, as repenting’ of
his proﬂlgacy, the expreffion is, 75 ceawron
iS¢, be came to bimfelf. The phrafe inti-
mates, that, while engaged in his former
courfe, he was not himfelf. The governing
principle had been dethroncd, and he had

" Le Clerc on the Caufes of Imredui:ty, Part II.
Chap, vi.

been
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been carried. aw.ay capdvei ag the will ofhis

the bcﬁ: mémbers of fOCICtYy whg peﬁefg

the ufe of their reafon; or they; whe have
loft 1t ¢

If we confider fobnety,, a&;mplymg thf;
regulatlon of our aplﬁez‘zte.r, it fapphes 8
with the vxrfues of tempcrance, as.oppofed
to mtemperance of every kind, and induftry,
as oppofed to ﬂoth And whcrc is the ftate,
that would not with all it’s fubje&s to, be
temperate and induftrious ? - Look aﬂ: the
generations of old, and confult the ages. that
‘are paft. Enquire of kingdoms; that were
once mighty upon earth, and of empires
that now live only in the records of hiftory.
Atk them, and with one- voice they will
tell you, that by thefe vxrtues they all al,'ofe
to greatnefs, glory, and honaur, by their
contraries they funk into ruin, Ihame, ,and
reproach. Learn we, then,, as gaod, citi-
zens, duly to value the religion,, that, upon
the grounds of true reafon, and eternal Wlf-
dom, with fuch perfuafive energy recom-
mends and enjoins the praétice of thefe vir-

ues, holding them forth to view, in the

example
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example of our Divine Mafter, and thofe of

his firft'followets.” A gluttor, 2 drunkard

a debauchee, a fluggard, are monifters in the
Gofpel {yftem. - There we fec a rehglon,

which is, all over, fobriety and purity, fer=
vour and alacrity.. There we find prefcrib';
ed to us firi& temperance always, prudent
abftinence often. And why? That we
may not be brought under the power of
an appetite, and enflaved to fo mercilefs and
unrelenting a tyrant. There we are direéted,
whether we eat, “or drink, or whatéver we
do, to do all to the glory of God ; as if the
world were one vaft temple, and every good
man, through the courfe of his aGtions, a
kind of perpetual officiating prieft in it.
There, none are permitted to be idle;
every one’is to be active and diligent in
fome employment, not only innocent, but
ufeful to the community. If any do not
work, it is declared that he fhould not eaf ;

and the portion of the unprofitable is faid to
be with that of the & jbéedzmt

But -fobriety goes farther. It cormpres
hends the government not of the bodily ap-
petites anly, but of the pafions and affec-
tions of the mind. The ufe of thefe is, to

B | fr
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ftic-up the foul and put 1,t upon a&lon, to
awaken the underftanding, to -excite the
will, and to make the whole man wgorous
and attentive in the profecutlon of his. de-
figns. He whofe defigns are right, and
who, being mafter of his paffions, can di-
re their force that way, preceeds like the
mariner, who underftands his.compafs,. and
ccmmands the winds: he raifes, or finks
his affeGions, according to his judgment,
and carefully adjufts them to the nature of
things : he applies them, with all their
energy, ta the profecution of his greateft
intereft ; and makes them militate, with all
their force, againft whatever might obftru&t
it . Chriftianity informs us of the proper
objects, on which the paffions fhould be
fixed ; and enables us to fix them on thofe
objets.  It’s injunction runs thus---¢ Set
¢ your affections on things above ;> on ob-
jects, 1n the purfuit of wh:ch they may put
forth all their ftrength, and in the enjoy-
ment of which they may acquiefce, with
abfolute complacency. ‘Thefe are the ob-
jecls, to which they were orlglnally adapt-

C

Sve Dr. Heylvn’s Differtation on the Paffions, in
‘his Téeslsical LeSures, Vol i, p. 61,
' ed ;
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ed ; and therefore t1]1 pofTefTed of thcm,p
they aré unquiet ‘and’ diffatisfied. In vain
do they feek their full gratlﬁcatlon 1n thmcrs
below, in eaithly objels, not calculated to
afford it ; and when they are fet’ upon {uch,
otherwile than in perfe& fubordlnatlon to
the better things above, the man becomes a.‘
{ure prey to difappomtment and vexatlon‘.
Upon this prmmple, the Gofpel 'in the
heart where it is ‘recéived, modérates and
regulates the paflions, in their apphcatlon
to terre{’crlal objeé’cs. It reftrains the fallies
of anger that it fin not, and Pcops the iflyes -
of dlﬂlke : 1t repreffes mfolence 11 Joy, and
prevents clamour’ or defpondency in gne |
it fOI‘bldS prefumpﬂon in hope, | and bi 1dles
the 1mpetuoﬁty of défire: it pef’mlts not
fear to tranfgrefs the bounds of ‘a prudent
caution, and mitigates even courage, which,
without ‘it, becomes a favage ferocuy‘ it
balances the mind in evéry ftate and forfune ;
it produces modefty, meeknefs, patleHCe,
candour, “impartiality ; and, out of théfe'in~
gredients, forms that fobriety of charaer, in-
tended by our apoftle.” And what is”it but

1 See this 'poinc made out, by a copious indu&ion of
particulars, in Dr, Young’s True Eftimate of Human Life.

B 2 this
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p_afﬁons, this felf government, that qu_ah-
fies a man to difcharge properly all the re.
lative duties of life ; that endears him to 3
community, and renders him a truly ufeful
and valuable member of {ociety ¢ Deftitute

of this, what is the world, as agltated by
human paffions, let loofe, thhout reftraint,

in their fury, but a troubled fea, with the
four winds ftriving on 1t for the maftery ;
where all is froth and foam, noife and cons

fufion !

From that part of man’s duty, which re-
gards Aunfe] If, exprefled by the word cw@gorws,
we pafs to that which refpes his *zegg/zéaur‘,
pointed out by the term diaws. ¢ We
«« fhould live foberly, rngteazﬂy, of jzgﬂ{y,
that is, according to the proper and original
meaning of the word, giving to all their due,
What that due is, the Gofpel | hath afcertaln-
ed, not, like the mere morahﬁs, by a fyf—
tem of rules only, but by infufing a prin-
ciple, which reduces the law to a coqmpend
and teaches the whole at once, in it's ut-
moft extent. The prmcnple here meant is
céarzty, Wthh when fincere and ardent,

needeth not the affiftance of precepts and
- durees
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dire®tions, at every.turn, but, by it’s oWl
natyre and forpe, fupe;[cdcs, and even gqcs .
beyond them alle, ¢ For thls," fays our <
apoftle el(ewhere, s Thou fhalt not. comsy
« mit adyltery, thou fhalt. not kill, thou

¢ {halt not &eal thou ﬂmll nat bear falﬁ ,

« witnefs, thon fhalt not covet; qnd if
« there be any other commandment;.. it. i§

t briefly comprehended in this faying, name-
¢ ly,: Thou (halt love thy nqghbour as thyf
« felf. Love ‘worketh no ill to his ne;gh-; |
« bour; therefore love is the fulfilling
«« of the law & It can do no ill, and
will do all the good in it’s power. ¢ Thoy
¢ fhalt love thy nelghbour, as thyfelf Py
« Whatever ye would that men fhould dg
“ unto you, do ye even fo unto them.” Let
every man allow that claim of right in ano-
ther, which he {hould think hlmfelf cnutled

to make, in llkc circumitances. A precept
this, which enables. every man to be his

own cafuift, and puts it out of his. powes
to determine unjultly; a precept, which
fhould be engraved on every heart, - as it

© See Lord Bacon’s Advancement af memg, Book vii,
Chap. 1,

¢ Rom. xii1. 9;

was
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was, by the command of the cmperor Seve-

fus;’ bn his paiace, and pubhc Bmldmgs
the univerfal rule of life, the moral dlrec-

fory of the world! Refle&; Wl‘&t an ap-
pearance focwty would wear, if men a&ed
upon- this evangehcal pr1n01ple - Inm fupe-
riors 1t would be equity and” moderauon,
Courtefy and aﬁ:ablllty, bemgmty and’ ‘con-
defcenﬁon in inferiors, ﬁncerlty and’ ﬁde-
lity; refpe& and - diligence. " In prinees,
joftice, "gentlenefs,” and folicitude for the
welfare of their fubje@s: 1n fubjeé’cs, loyalty,
fubmiffion, obedience, qmetnefs, peace, pa-
tience, and chearfulnefs. In pdrents, ten-
detnefs, carefulnefs of their childténs good
education, comfortable fubfiftence, and eter-
nal-welfare : in children, daty, honour, gta-
titude. In all men, upon all occafions, a
readinefs to affift, to relieve, to comfort one
another %.---Can we help exclaiming, with
the celebrated author of the Spirit of Laws---
¢« How admirable the religion, which while
é it feems only to have in view the felicity
¢ of-the other life, conftitutes.the happinefs
¢ of this®.”---¢ How good and how plea-

¢ See Dr. Barrow on the Profitablenefs of Godlinefs,

Vol. I. Sermon ii.
& Seirit of Laws, Book xxiv. Chap. iii,
¢ {ant
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« fant would it be,: for. brethren - to; idyeld
“ together in rumty, under the mﬂuence of
all the members of a commumty, J,frgzq
the hlghef’c to.the loweﬁ grateful as ¢ \the
¢ precmus ointment upon the head, that ran
“« down upon the beard, even upon Aarpn’s
« beard, and went down. to the {kirts:.of 1h;§
« garment ;” chearing and ref"refbmg

« the dew of Hermon, or that which .fel},

““ on the mountains of Sion.” .
We have confidered man’s duty to /zzm—
felf, and to his neigbbour : he 1s to live ﬁ-
berly and righteoufly. He 1s allo to live god~
Jy, woiffws. The word conveys the idea of
every thing that relates to the acknow-
ledgment and worfhip of God ; of dev_otmn,
piety, or of religion, properly fo called, as
diftinguithed from morality. Here 1t is,
that we muft look for the main {pring and
principle of action; for motives to virtue,
capable of controlling the appetites, regulat-
ing the paffions, and overcoming every ob~
ftacle objected by felf-love to the pra&g,ge
of juftice and charity among men. ¢ God-
““ linefs, eworefeic, is profitable unto all thingS,
‘ havmg promife of the life that now 1s, as

¢ well
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s well as of that which is to cofme® and
they, who affert religion to have been the
invention of priefts, or pollncians, to keep

the world in order, do thereby confefs,
that it 1s, at leaft, good for that purpofe.

~ Of human words and altions, highly
pertiicious to fociety, how many are there,
not cognizable at an earthly tribunal ! Yet
our -happinefs or mifery, in our converfe
~with others, depends upon the 'regulation
" of thefe. Now, implant but a thorough
fenfe of religion in the mind ; teach a man
always to confider himfelf as acting, fpeak-
ing, nay even thinking, under th¢ eye of
that Being, who f{eeth in fecret, but will
one day reward, or punifh, openly; you
ftop the ftreams at the place of breaking

forth, and ftaunch, at once, the fountain of
corruption, -

Of crimes that are cognizable by courts of
judicature, how few would fall under their
{fentence, were it not for the obligation,
which religion lays upon thofe perfons, to

i 3 Tim. iv. 8.
féé'ak
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fpeak the -truth,, by whofe evidence. the

falts 1n qucﬁwn m,uﬂ: be proved anql afcer«-;
tamed? TR S

' Ip‘.h-
v

' There is-a connedion between ,religion
and morality, ;like- that" between -{oul and
bodys not to be-diffolved -without the death
of the latter. . Speculative men- may amufe
thémfelves -and. othérs with difquifitions on
the beauty . of ivirtug, and. the.- relations of
things, ifdependently..of -the will: ofGod,
and: the -motives {uggefted by the Scriptures.
Virtue, :'without. doubt; : 15 beautiful; .and
there -are ; pelations of things,- with- corre-
{fponding duties: refulting thercfrqm,r But
will. thefe. confiderations- charm. tb ‘reft -the
eager appetites and turbulent pafiions of hu-
man nature, in it’s prefent condition f; ¢f..A8
« well might you. think to bind;an: hungry |
& tlger w:th a thread.”; ST

But obferve the ﬁrm baﬁs, on wh;ch is
for ever-fixed the morality of - the: Gofpei -
How clear in: it’s prmc:plcs, how powerful
in it’s motives !---¢ We, love God, : becaufe
“ he firft.loved us, and :gave his Son to b
“ the propitiation for our fins. If God fo
“ loved us,: we ought alla to love one ano-

C ¢ ther.
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¢ ther. For he tha’t loveth ‘him “who ' be-
¢ oat, toveth him alfo;-who is begotten: of
¢« him.” The head of the moft unlearned
cannot but comprehend the meaning of thefe
few words; and -the heart of the moft
learned muft feel the. force of them: . Such
is the ground of that charity, which; as wé
before obferved, performeth “every duty. of
focial life, and fulfilleth the law:. - To. . in-
culcate aﬁd~ produce in-us:this heavenly dif-
pofition, is the end. of the Gofpel; and of
all it's doCtrines. It it deduced i Scriptire
éven from ‘thole, that ‘muy: feem tasbe of
the moft myfierious and fpeculativeinature ;
the unity of the divine perfonsy the .divis
hity, and the (atisfadtion: of Chrift ; do&rines
which cannot, therefore, be denied; or: de-

graded, - without rBHio‘%nng, or -proportions
ably !eﬁ'emng the moft ‘endearing. and iaffect

ing incitements to the Chrittian.life 5=/ ‘In-
deed, the happy temper, of which we are
{peaking, is the natural’ and kindly effe® of
the great evangelical truths, when treafured
up in the mind, -and made the fubjects of
frequent meditation, - The ideas of 2 recons
ctled- God ;- a- Saviout and Interceflor on

k See Dr. Waterland’s incomparable tra& on the Im-

pertance of the Dofirine of the Foky Trinsty, chap.n,}u 1 .
. ‘ E . g ;
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high 5 4 gracious Spirit, informing ,our igs
norance;, purifying our bearts, relieving our
neceffities,. alleviating our cares; -and come
forting out forraws-~- Such ideas: as 'thefe
enable us to bridle:the appetites of the body,
and to calm the emoations of the mind; to
bear with : patience ‘and chearfylnefs the ca
lamities of Jife ; they {weeten the temper,
and harmanize the affeGtions, refolving them
all into one, diverfified according to the dif-
ferent fituation of it’s proper objet;- of
which grzef laments the abfence, and fear
apprehends the lofs; defire purfyes it ; fAope
has it in view ; anger rifes againft obftruc-
tion; and joy triumphs in pofleflion’. Thus
religion fixes the heart on t's teeafure, in
faith without wavering, and; refignation
without teferve : it draws the affetions up-
wards towards heaven, as. the fun:does the
exhalations of the earth, to return in fruite
ful fhowers, and blefs the world. 1

Buch, then, is the friendly afpe@ which
Chriftianity,. as reprefented by.the Apoftle
in the text, evidently bears to-the_ true in-
terefts of civil Society. -Yet a noble writer ®

! See Dr. Heylyn’s Difcourfes, Vol i, P-S.
® The Eatkof Shaftbury. . -
C 2 has
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has objected it to the Gofpel, that by con-
fining a man’s views to himfelf, and his fpi-
ritual concerns, it caufeth him to ﬂight the
focial affetions, as things appertaining to
this world, and of little moment. ‘The re-
verfe, as we have feen, is the truth. A dif-
charge of all the focial duties in this world,
15, by the Gofpel, pointed out, as the way
to promote true felf-intereft, and to obtain
falvation in the world to come. For the
performance of thefe duties, the doérines of
Chriftianity {upply new motives; and the
grace, which accompanies it, endues us with
new powers.

The fame noble author complains, that
there is in the Gofpel no mention made of
private friendfhip. Surely, if it be among
thofe things, that are ¢¢ lovely and virtuous,
‘¢ and praife-worthy,” it is commanded, and
will be rewarded. Evangelical principles
extend it farther, and cement it better, than
all others. The Saviour of the world ftyles
his diiciples, friends; and, among them,
there was one, on account of his heavenly
temper and difpofition, more peculiarly fa-

o red and beloved, than the reft, Chrif-

tisnit / procures, for it’s fincere profeflor, the

ff zezm"ﬂ?q}
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ﬂzma_’/inp of God ; and incites him; ip. imi~
tation of his dear Lord and Maﬁer, t0: de-
ferve a more g'lornous title, than ever adpr-
ned the imperial diadem--~The F rzend of
mankind, -~ - . |

It is yet:again made matter of complaint,
by the aforefaid author, that public: fpirit,
or the love of our country-is pafled over in
filence by the Gofpel. That paffion for:the
foppofed glory of their country, which led thc
Romans to carry war into all the kingdoms
around them, is not, indeed, inculcated by
the Gofpel. Had it been {o, Jefus, in con-

formity to his do&rine, muft have put him-

{elf at the head of the Jewifh armies ; and
it would. foon have appeared, that the Son
of Man came not to fave mens lives, but to
defiroy them. If the love of our country
fignifies a true and affeCtionate concern for
the public good whither can we go for an
example of it, in it’s higheft exaltation, bet-
ter than to the chara&er of our Lord ?* He*
was born for his people; he laboured for
them ; he preached for them; he mourned
for them ; he wept for. them; he lived: for
them---and, to crown all, he p1eDp for
them,--~-And blefled are thofe fervants,

whom
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whom their Lord, when he cometh, fhall
find to be, or to have been employed, like
himfelf, in endeavouring to promote the
temporal welfare of the community, no lefs
than the eternal falvation of individuals; by
turning their fellow-citizens from fin to
righteoufnefs, and bringing them to the
knowlege and obedience of the heavenly
law. This is a fpecies of patriotifm difinte-
relted and unfufpected : applauding angels
view it with delight; and by the Lord of

angels 1t will be had in honourablé¢ and ever-
lafting remembrance. |

The celebrated Sceptic, Bayle, bad affert-
es, that true Chritians could not form 2
government of any duration ®. ¢ Why not!”

= Plotinus, as we are told by Porphyry, defired the
‘emperor Gallienus to rebuild a ruined city in Campania,
and to give it to the philofophers, propofing to dwell there
himfelf, with his difciples, and to eftablifh Plato’s repub-
lic. But though he was much in the emperor’s favour,
his project met with oppofition at court, and came to no-
thing. Thus phiJofophy, as Tillemont obferves, though
patronized by princes, could never, in any age, intre-
duce it’s rules even into one city; and Jefus Chrift hath
eftablifhed his all over the world, in fpite of all worldly
oppofition from the great and learned,---A republic of
‘madern deiffs and moral pbilofophers would be as great a cu-
riofity as this city of plnlsfophers would have been, but per-
haps not quite fo well regulated. Dr. Jortin’s Remarks
en Ecclefaftical Hiftory, Vol. i. p. 376.

replics
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replies Mmtefquleu----“ Citizens -of thjs
« profeffion;being infinitely: enlightened Wl;;h
6 refpe& to the various duties of hfcn 3'}4
«« haying : the .warmeft- zeal to fulfil _,tl}qm,
« muft ba perfe&ly fcnﬁble of the rights of
« natural defence. . The. more. they beligve
« themfelves indebted to ;ell,glon, the morg
« they would think due to thexr country,.
« The principles of Chriftianity, deeply en-
« graved oni the heart, would be infinifely
« more powerful than ‘the ,falfe honour, .of
‘ monarchies,, than the humane virtues: of
«« republics, .or’ the fervile fear of dcfpoglc
¢ ftates. . And the Chriftian religion, winch
¢ ordains that-men fhould.love each other,
« would, :without doubt,: have every nation
« bleft with. the beft civil, the beft political
«“ laws; becaufe thefe,; next to this rclgg:on,

“ are. the greateft good that men can. Live
““ and rccewe“ " | e

I S

+ )

The laft objeGion that {hall be mention-
ed, as made againft the Gofpel, relative to
the prefent fubject---for I fear I begin to
trefpafs upon your patience---is one, which
is very frequently made; and therefore,

o Spirit of Laws, B, XXiv, Chap 1. and Vi,
ought
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bught not to pafs entirely unﬁoﬁcéd. It s
this ; that Chriftianity feems often not-6ily
to have failed in-it’s-defign of removing evilg
from Society, but to have been, itfelf, the
caufe of introducing fome of the worlft,
as it has given birth to religious' controver-

fies, ‘factions, perfecunons, wars; maﬂ'acres,
and the like.

- The author of #he Spirit-6f Laws hds re-
turned, in few words, and in-hi$ ufual maf
terly ‘manner, the prdper anfwer:to this ob-
jetion---¢¢ To fay that religion is not a re-
¢ ftraining motive, -becaufe it does not al-
¢ ways reftrain, - is equally abfurd as to fay,
¢ that the civil -laws'are not a‘reftraining
¢ motive. It is-a falfe:way- of . reafoning
¢¢ againft religion, -to colle&, -in -a  large
¢« work, a long detail of the evils it has
< produced °, if we do not give, at.the fame
< time, an enumeration of the advantages
¢« which have flowed from it. Were I to

® This is the method invariably purfued, i1n the nu.
mercus novels, and other traéts, of Voltaire. When one
confiders, for what end fuch talents were given, and to

m‘xat purpofe they have been, . for fo many years together,
oplied----

Ouis, talia farda,
Temperet a lachrymis |

¢ relate
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o relate all the evils that have arifen in the
o« world from civil laws, and civil govern-
«* ment, I might tell you of frightful things.

# The queftion is hot; to know whether it
«« would be better; that a certain man; or a
s certain people; bad no religion, than to
* abufe what they have; but to know,; which
te is the leaft evil; that religion be fometimes
« abufed, or that there be no fuch reftraint;
 as religion; on mankind 7.”  Nothing can
be more judicious and folid than this re-
ply, a8 far as it goes. A confideration of
two may be added.

- The Gofpel has fot dlways produced it's
proper_ effe@s--~-Through whofe fault: has
this happened ? God- gave religion, as he
gave the éarth; to man; that, in peace and
comfort; he might cultivate, and reap the
fruits of it. Inftead of fo doing, man layg
it wafte, and drenches it in blood. Can we
blame-God, or the earth, or religion? No;

to man alone the blame is due: on man
alone let it, then, be laid.

# Spirit of Eatws; B. xxiv. Chap, ik,

D The
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The Gofpel has not always produced 1it's
proper effects---It was foreknown, - it was
foretold, that it would not. Nothing has
fallen out new ; nothing contrary to the ex-
pectation of it’s divine author, and his fer.
vants. Chriftianity would have all.men to
be temperate, {ober, pure, induftrious, meek,
peaceable; juft, and loving ; in which cafe,
paradife would again {pring up amongft us,
and earth would be a lively image of heaven,
In one word, were it perfectly obeyeﬂ, it
would eftablith the happinefs that is .attain-
able here below ; and to 1t, imperfectly as
it is practifed, is owing-the quietnéfs, {ecu-
rity, and good order, that a great part of
the world now enjoys.

But, after all, the argument againft religion,
drawn from the bad conduét of it’s profefiors,
though not conclufive, will always be preva-
/ent 3 and though many good anfwers may
be given to it, the beft of all would. be, to
forfake our fins, and amend our ways. QOur
good a&tions would then fpeak for us, and
wipe off this imputation caft upon our faith.
It was a fingular honour and advantage to
the caufe of Chriftianity, that it’s ancient

writers
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writers, in their apologies for it, could ad-
drefs themfelves to the Romans in fuch
words as thefe---We are grown fo many in
number, that if we were only to withdraw
ourfelves from your dominions, we fhould
ruin you ; you could not fubfift without us.
Yet 15 our 1innocence as remarkable as our
increafe. - Your jails fwarm with criminals
of your own religion : but you fhall not find
there one Chriftian, unlefs he be there be-
caufe he is a Chriftian, and purely on ac-
count of his faith . We are not, it will be
faid, in thefe days, to expe® a return of
the golden age of religion.  But this may be
faid, and faid with truth, that we know not
what may be done, till we have made the
experiment ; that it'is in every man’s power
to take off his thare of the objetion ; and

if every man ‘were to do fo, the whole would
be removed,

---Let us, then, awake---and, from the
rifing up of the fun, to the going down of
the fame,  call all the world to awake, with
us, to righteoufnefs---kings of the earth, and

all pcoplc',' princes, and all rilers of the

« Dr, Jortin's Difcourfes concerning tbe Tmtb of the
Chriflian Religiony p.-169.

World )
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world ; high and low, rich and poor, ong
with another. It is rxghtcoufnefs which

«« exalteth a nation;” it 1s rlghtcoufneﬁs
which ¢ eftablifheth a throne.” Do we de-
fire to live in felicity, and would we fain fee
good days ? Would the priace have the fub-
je&t loyal and obedient ? Would thc mafter
have his fervant honeft and obfervant?
Would the parent have his child dutiful and
grateful 7 Would every man have his friend
faithful and kind ? his neighbour benevolent
and charitable ? Let all, without delay, be-
come, in truth, difciples of the holy Jefus,
and take away his reproach among men, by
ftudying to ¢ adorn the doétrine of God our
«« Saviour in all things.” But, chiefly, we of

the clergy, who are ordained tp thc mini-
ftration, and fet for the defence of the Gof-

pel ; we, who are ﬁatsoned in th,efe Uluf-

trious and far renowned femmanes, that have
long been the delight of the pations, and a
praife in the earth ; here to behold the. fu-
ture ornarnents of their country, and pro-
tectors of it's eftablithment, growing up un-
der our care---we are more efpecially obli~
ged to thew forth, not only with our lips,
but in our lives, the praifes of hlm, who
hath brought us to his marvellous light ; and

ap,_-r
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appainted us to publith the glad tidings of
his falvation to the {fons of men. Religion,
bad as the times were {uppofed and feared ta
be, hath not wanted friends, among the go<
vernors of Ifrael, who willingly offered them-
{elves to ftand forth in her caufe. The fences
of the vineyard have been happily fecured,
Let the vine yield it's produce, grateful to
God and man; that while fome are as
« plants grown up in their youth,” others
may *¢ Bring forth more fruit in their age.”
---*¢ So let thy work, O Lord, appear untq
« thy fervants, and thy glory unto their
« children, ~And the glorious majefty of the
« Lord our God be upon us: profper thou

« the work of our hands upon us, Q profper
¢ thou our handy work.”



