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JUDE, VERsE 3.

BELOVED, WHEN ¥ GAVE ALL DILIGENCE . TO WRITE
UNTO YOU OF THE COMMON SALVATION, IT WAS
NEEDFUL FOR ME TO WRITE UNTO YOU, AND
EXHORT YOU THAT YOU SHOULD CONTEND EAR=
NESTLY FOR THE FAITH ONCE DELIVERED TO THE
SAINTS, |

ther by the terms ¢ common falvation,”
and the ‘¢ faith once delivered to the faints,””
the Apoftle intended different things, or the
- fame thing differently exprefled. The latter
feems moft probable. << The faith once deli-
“ vered to the {aints”’ feems neceflarily to in-
volve in it ¢ the common {alvation.” But as
this is a matter of no great confequence, it thall
‘not detain us from the confideration of that
‘which certainly is fuch, theduty herefoevidently
enjoined of ¢¢ contending for the faith.,” Ta
take in the whole fubje&, and difculs it as fully
as the time ufually allowed to an exercife of
+this kind will permit, it may be expedient to
~'£be[’cow fome refle®tions on the osjeEcT to be
~contended for; the ~ecessiTy of contending
orit; and the manNER in which the conten-
“tton thould be carried on. | |
: B . I, The

IT has been a doubt among expolitors, whe-
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I. The object to be contended for is, <¢ the
¢¢ faith once delivered.” A queftion is at pre-
fent warmly agitated amongft us—What that
faith 1s ¥ A queflion fomewhat extraordinary at
this time of day; but certainly no trifling one;
fince either our opponents are guilty of degrad-
ing and difhonouring the Son of God and the
Holy Spirit; or the Chriftian Church has been
guilty of 1dolatry, from the very days of the
Apoftles., This faith, as we fay, is that {yftem
of truths revealed 1n the Holy Scriptures con-
cerning the difpeniations of the God whom we
adore, and into whofe name we were baptized ;
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit;
three perions, 1n one God. Thefe truths are
propofed to us as the ground of our hope, our
comfort, and our joy; as the principles on
which the conduct of life is to be framed, ac-
cepted, and rewarded. We receive the Reve-
latton which contains the truths, upon that
plenary and fatisfactory evidence vouchfafed us
of 1ts authenticity; and we receive the truths
which it contains, on the authority of the Re-
vealer. ‘T'here can be no better reafon for re-
ceiving them, when that Reveéaler is God.
Ignorance and malice have {ometimes pro-
nounced faith to be want of fenfe; but, furely,
~ there 1s as little {enfe in withholding affent
when 1t ought to be given, asin giving it when

NeLy early collected in
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fummaries, ftyled Creeds, recited at baptifin,
and conftituting thenceforth the badge and teft
of a man’s profeflion *.

By a formulary of this kind, the catechumen
himf{elf was inftruéted; the faith, once deli-
vered, tranfmitted down to pofterity; the mem-
bers of the fpiritual {ociety were kept together;
the doltrines by them believed and taught,
made known to the world, and diftinguithed
from a multitude of heterogeneous and erro-
neous opinions, by them diiclaimed; a con-
nection with the maintainers of which would
juftly have brought difcredit on themfelves and
their caufe,

For thefe reafons, the ufe of Creeds appearg
to have been at firlt introduced, and {ince con-
tinued.. They who have at any time thought
proper to depart from fuch as were eftablithed
in the body to which they originally belonged,
foon feund it neceffary to eftablith fome of their
own. T'he Arians, rejecting that agreed upon
at Nice, drew up fucceflively many others; I

* Nothing can be fironger for the doftrine of the Tri-
nity, as one of its ableft advocates juftly obferves, than
that the moft ancient Creeds thould have been comprized
(for {fo many learned men, upon good grounds, have con-
~cetved that they were comprized) in thefe few words :
¢ I believe in God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghoft 3’ finceit is declaring the Sacred Three to be One
God; and no man who had been baptized according to
this form, could be ignorant of the doftrine.—See Wa-
terland’s Jmportance of the Dofrine of the Trinity, with the
authors there referred to, p. 223,

B 2 ‘ think,
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think, not fewer than feventeen, in the {pace of
forty years. And remarkable are the words of
Moflieim concerning the Socinians: ¢ They
¢¢ dreaded the effeéts of inteftine difcord, which
¢¢ portended the ruin of their community, be-
€¢ fore it could arrive at any meafure of {tability
¢ or confiftence. This apprehenfion was too
¢ well founded ; for, as yet, they had agreed
¢ upon no regular fyftem of principles, which
might {erve as a center and bond of union.
¢ A fummary of their religious doctrine was
¢ firft publifhed in the year 1574. Their {y{-
¢ tem, afrerwards changed and new-modelled,
¢ required a new confeflion of faith, to make
‘ known 1ts principles, and give a clear and
‘“ full account of its prefent ftate. A new
¢“ form was drawn up by Socinus himfelf, and
¢ ftyled the Racoviaxn Carecarsm, which is
ftill confidered as the cONFESSION OF FAITH
¢ of the whole {e&,” *

The true quefltion therefore concerning
Creeds feems to be, not whether any fhall be
impofed, but who fhall be the impofers? Now,
let us only fuppofe, that the diretion of eccle-
f1aftical matters in this kingdom fhould pafs
into the hands of thofe perfons, who regard the
dottrine of the Trinity as involving in it an
abfurdity equal to that of Tranfubftantiation,
“and as being the grand obftacle to theconverfion

44

£<

* Mofheim’s Ecclef, Hift. Cent. xvi. Seét. 111. Part ii.
ChaP- iVn § 9-
| of
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of Jews, Mahometans, and Deifts; who deem
the worfhip of Chrift to be grofs idolatry, and
high treafon againft the majefty of the one {u-
preme God; muft not the new wunitarian
church, with 1ts confeflion and fervices, be o
conftituted, as utterly and for ever to exclude
us from becoming members of 1it? Moft un-
doubtedly, and of neceflity, it muft. < An
“ Unitarian people (we are told) will notlong
“ be {atisfied with a Trinitarian eftablithment.”
Indeed, 1 fuppofe they will not; they will en-
deavour to overturn 1it: and it is cur bufinefs
to prevent them from {o doing.

T'hereafoningthat has been {o often employed
againft the propriety of deciflions by fallible
men, feems itfelf to be a fallacy, confuted by
common {enfe, matter of fa&t, and univerfal
experience. A fociety of fallible men will al-
ways decide for themfelves: they muflt do fo;
they muft do the beft they can.” Another fo-
ciety of fallible men will decide differently.
Individuals muft likewife decide for themfelves,
to which fociety they will be united, or whe~
ther they will be united to either: and all muft
bear with one another. The nature of tlie cafe
feems to admit of.no other method. *

In the mean time, the unitarians fhould con-
fider, that we may be as firmly perfuaded of
the truth of our do&rines, as they can be of
the truth of theirs. They fhould do us the
Juftice to believe that we are fo; that we do
not {ee the abfurdities imputed to us; nor when

B 3 we
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we teach the doftrine of three rErRsons, intend
to teach that of three Gops, *

Some, once our brethren 1n the faith, have
forfaken it, and gone out from us. We lament
—we muflt lament—their defection; but we
cannot help it, ‘They have facrificed their pre-
ferment to that which we think to be their
error. What they have done cannot prove
error to be truth; 1t proves the {incerity of
their perfuafion; and, as in the courfe of the
controver{y, we apprehend, has been made to
appear, the weaknefs of their judgment.

Should a- minifter of the unitarian church,
at any future time, by reading the writings of
Englifh and -French philofophers, be feduced
ﬁrft to doubt, and then to difbelieve the exift-
ence of the God, whofe worfhip, as a minifter,
he is obliged to conduét; and, upon that
ground, relinquifh his ef’cabllﬂlment, though
the principal means of {upporting himfelf and
a family—the cafe is poflible—what muft they
fay, from whofe fociety he thus excommuni-
cates himfelf? Not that the tenet is ught, but

that the man is wrong.

¥ Crellius ‘himfelf is candid enough to acknowledge,
that the do&rine of three perfons in one and the fame
x{;dlwdual effence does not conftitute real and perfect tri-
eifm ; becaufe of the clofe and infeparable union between
them. See the paffage cited in Stillingfleet on the Suf-
terings of Chrift, Part ii. near theend. Voal. iii. p. 407.

of his works in foliq,
Loud
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Loud were the calls for an alteration of our
forms, fome years ago, from men, and very
learned men, of the Arian opinion, who never
once thought of denying the pre-exiftence of
Chrift, the miraculous conception, the plenary
infpiration of the apoftles, and of Chrift him-
felf, (for even thatis now denied,) the immor-
tality of the foul, or the {piritual nature of the
Deity. Had an alteration then taken place,
it muft now have been {ucceeded by another;
as the principal of our prefent opponents has
devifed quite a different {yltem, and feems to
entertain a more favourable opinion of us than
of the Arians.* But be this as it may, we
{hall be greatly blameable, if we part with our
Creeds, till our adverfaries are better agreed
what thall be fubfituted in their room; and
till we are affured, that the remedy propoled
will not be much worfe than the difeafe under
‘which they imagine us to labour.{ Till that

period

¥ ¢¢ The Arians are even lefs entitled to the appellation

‘“ of unitarians than the Athanafians, who alfo lay claim
‘€ to1t.””  Hiffory of Early Opiniens, &c, 1. 81. Seethe
Preface, p. 15. |

T ¢ 1t 1s an eafy matter for men of wit and fancy to
‘¢ find fault with any thing! but it requires thought and
-¢¢ Judgment to fettle things upon their true bottom. Let
““ thole who are difpleafed with the received doétrine,
- ¢¢ {hew us abetter, and form any other confiftent {cheme,
:°¢ (confiftent with Scripture and with itfelf,) if they can.
. Wile and good men will be always willing to reform,
. ¢ 1f there be caufe for it; but they will not be forward
+ *¢ to pull down what appears to be founded on arock, in

B 4 ¢¢ grder
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period fhall arrive, there will be a neceflity of
‘¢« contending for the faith delivered to us.”

II. There 1s fomething very unplealing in
the {found of the word conTENTION, and voO-
lumes have been written on the offence occa-
fioned by the thing itfelf. But, alas! it is one
of thofe offences, which, I fear, ¢ muft needs
“ come.”” Till the {ons of Adam ceafe to be
the fons of Adam, it cannot be prevented. So
long, on one plea or another, the city will be
attacked; and if arttacked, it mufll be defended :
the {entinel at his poft cannot be blamed for

‘“ order only to build upon the fand. 'The Trinitarians
‘“ ‘have fome tutisfaltion in obferving, how long certain
¢¢ great wits have been employed in new-modelling Chrif-
€¢ tianity, and have por vet been able to agree in any one
*“ certain fcheme.”’—Thus, while Dr. Prieftley with fo
much earnefinefs and vehemence 1s prefling upon us the
Socinian {fcheme, the author of Ben Mordecai’s Apology
laughs at the 1dea of {ettling the Chriftian faith by recti-
fying << a Greek particle in Juftin’s Trypho, or ranfack-
““ ing antiquity for the opinions of the Nazarenes, Mi-
“‘ neans, and Ebionites;’’ calling upon us to attend to
bis dolirine of ¢¢ a vifible "and inferior Jehovah.”” See
the Preface to his {fecond edition, p. v.—The woman men-
tioned in Prov, xiv. 1. is not mentioned as the wifeft of
women, who ‘¢ plucked down her houfe with her own
‘¢ hands,” to fave others the trouble, Should we everbe
perfuaded to de like her, inflead of the kingdom of God
.immediately appearing, (which fome feem to think would
be the cafe,) a very Babel would arife in confequence. If
the experience of the laft century cannot make us wife,
moft certain- it is, that we Exall never become fo. When
a man deceives me once, f{ays the Italian proverb, it is
‘B1s fault; when twice, it is MminE, _
giving
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piving the alarm, nor the garrifon for appear-
ing under arms. All that can be done In this
conteft, as well as others, is to provide, that
it be conduéted in an honourable way, accord-
ing to the laws of war. ¢ If it be poflible,”
fays an Apoftle, ¢ as far as lieth 1n you, _lnfe
¢« peaceably with all men.” * Cales, 1t 1s
therefore fuppofed, may happen, in which it
will not be poffible. 1t is not in our power to
¢¢ live peaceably with all men,” 1t fome men
will not live peaceably with us. We mult not
be the aggreflors; we muft not engage know-
ingly in a bad caufe; nor perfevere, if, in the
procefs, we fhall difcover our caule to be a
bad one.

Wonder has been often exprefied, that Re-
'ligion fthould ever have become the fubjeét of
contention. But the wonder would ceafe, if it
were only confidered, that things become the
fubje&ts of contention in proportion to their
importance ; and Religion being the moft 1m-
portant thing in the world, they who are {ferious
in their Religion will never fuffer it to be taken
from them, without contention. The fault is
not in Religion, but in the different under-
ftandings, tempers, interefts, paflions, and pre-
judices of mankind. He who can re&ify and’
adjuft all thefe, will put an end to countention,
T'11l this fhall be effected, there will be here<:
fies, The Apoftle ufes a fironger term; ¢ there

* Rom. xii. 13,

B 5 ¢ yMUsSe
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< nusT be herefies:” * and therefore, fuch as
arc able MusT combat them, and maintain the
doftrines, to which they oppofe themf{elves.
I'he truths of God are not to be tamely given
up. The mjunction 1s, ¢ Contend.” “The
Apoflles contended againft the Jews, Pagans,
and the Hercharchs of their days. The fa-
thers of the church contended againft the fame
cnemics, and others who arofe in fucceflion
after them. The heroes of the Reformation
contended againft the Romifh corruptors of
the faith: che bifhops, clergy, and others of
our own church, have contended againft ad-
verfaries of various denominations; and, if
we expect that church to fubfift, we muft con-
tend too. -

It has been hinted to vs, in fome late publi-
citions, that if the ‘Trinitarian do&rines fhould
continue to be obftinately maintained, the
churches which maintain them, and the king-
doms in which fuch churches are fupported,
will, ere long, be deftroyed, to make way for
the pure unitarian Gofpel.  This is a very fe-
rious and alarming intimation indced; for a
zcalous Antitrinitarian may fancy, that thofe
idolatrous churches and kingdoms require to
be quickened in their progrch towards deftruc-
tion: he may conceive himlelf in duty bound
to become an inftrument in executing the vene
geance of heaven upon them, for refufing to

‘¥ 1 Cor. xis 19,
admi¢
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admit an Arian or Socinian reformation, terr-
dered in a milder way. When ¢ the faith,”
by us efteemed that ¢ delivered to the faints,”
is reprefented as the * abomination which
¢« maketh defolate,” furely it muft be high
time either to give 1t up at once, if 1t bg {uch;
or to contend for it, if it be not.

Our opponents are fhrewd, active, buly,
buftling, and indefatigable. They regard the
toleration not as leave only to exercife their
own religion unmolefted, but as a door opened
to unlimited free enquiry, or, 1n other words,
a full permifiion to attack the church in every
poflible way. They dare us to pur 1 execu-
tion the laws which are ftill {fubfilting againlt
the impugners of certain received articles of
faith, enalted by thofe who were indubitably
friends to toleration in general., They repre-
fent any human eftablifhment, asf{uch, to be
a partof the Grand Apoftacy ; and with to frip>
religion, that is, our religion, of the fupport
and protection derived from its conneétion with
the ftate., They inform us, that the nation
abounds with Socinians, at prefent concealed,
but ready, on a proper occalion, to- declarez
that a mine is laid under the old building of
error and {uperftition, which a fingle fpark
may, and probably {foon will, inflame,. {o as to
Pproduce an inftantaneous explofion; in confe-

quence of which, that edifice, the ereé&ion of
:which has been the weork of ages, may be over-
sfurned in a moment, and {o effectually,, asthat
B 6 are:
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the fame foundation can never be built upon
again, Without any vifible marks of decay,
and before its bigotted friends fufpect any dan-
ger, 1t may vanifh, we are told, like a caftle
in romance. ¥

If this information be juft, we are under no
fmall obligation to the perfon by whom it has
been communicated. It is fair, it 1s manly, it
1s noble, 1t 1s kind! and we muit blame our-
{elves alone, if the caverns be not forthwith
{fearched, and the combuftibles removed. But
what a man wifhes, he eafily believes; and
great, as we all know, 1is the power of a lively
imagination. We will therefore indulge a hope,
that the above {tate of fadts may not be quite
exact; however, in procefs of time it may pof-
ibly " be realized, unlefs proper meafures fhall
be taken on our f{ide; unlefs we ¢ contend.”

The neceflity of contending for the faith
being thus evident, we are to confider

* See Dr. Prieftley’s Importance of Free Enguiry, p. 39,
A40. It 15 fomewhat remarkable, that, in a fermon written
and preached above four years ago, a fiiend of mine,
aware of that ‘“ gunpowder,” which Dr. Prieftley and his
friends (as he tells us) have been for fome time employed
in ‘¢ laying, grain by grain, under the old building,”’
fpoke then of ‘¢ a mine, waiting, perhaps, only till fome
¢ unforefeen occurrencé fhould kindle it, to deftroy, at
%< one tremendous explofion, the conftitution in church
“¢ and ftate.”’1hele were his very words; as if he had

bee?‘ the bearer of the lanthorn, while the Doétor was at
WOI »

111. The
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I11. 'The manner 1n which that contentiorn
fhould be carried on.

When I fay, conTeEnp, I do not mean, by
pains and penalties. Such we may infli¢t upon
our adverfaries; and, if they get into power,
(which, as they feem to think, will pretty {foon
be the cafe,) they may 1nfli¢t upon us, But by
proceedings of this kind nothing is proved.
The faith is apoftolical ; the contention thould
be {o likewife. The weapons of our warfare
muft be Scripture and Hiftory, Reafon and
Argument. By thele the caule mult be de-
fended. By thefe it has hitherto been defended,
and the invaders have left many ftrong forts
behind them, untaken. We have {een nothing,
as yet, which fhould induce us to depart from
the doétrines of our Lord’s Pre-exiftence, Di-
vinity, and Satisfaétion, and to adopt the in-
terpretations of Scripture devifed by the Soci-
nians; which, of all the interpretations at any
‘time offered to the world, feem to be the far-
theft from RaTIONAL * :—2 diftinction to which

perions of that perfuafion have of late claimed
a kind of exclufive right.

¥ ¢ Cannot one know (fays an excellent writer, tho-
*f roughly converfant in thefe fubje&s) that the Socinian
interpretation of John i. 1. and Heb. i. 10. or of the
texts relating to Chrift’s pre-exiftence, is not the mind
¢¢ of Scripture? Yea, one may know it as certainly, as

that a counter is not the king’s coln, oF that a monfter
iK & 29 .

But,
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. But, though pains and penalties are out of
the queftion, we are not to be remifs and luke-
warm in the conteft;” we muft ‘¢ contend
¢¢ parRNESTLY.” The word ufed by St. Jude,
swafwnlecben, refers us to the fevere ftruggles
of the champions in the Grecian games. The
{fame allufion, upon the fame f{ubjelt, is em-
ployed in the Epiftle to the Philippians.
<« Stand falt in one Spirit, with one mind
<« firiving together, (Cwabrsilsc, wreltling to-
s¢ ogether, for the faith of the Gofpel, and in
€¢ nothing terrified by your adverfaries.” *—s
Firmnefs and intrepidity become the warrior in
the day of battle. An appearance of timidity
and irrefolution will give the enemy occafion
to {ay, that we are not {incere; that we diftruit
the goodnefs of the caufe in which we are en-
gaged. The fpeftators of the combat will
ealily be led to think fo, and fall off to the
adverfe party. Of two contrary opinions, men
may be at liberty to profefs either: but both
are not therefore true. In a matter of {o much
moment, neutrality mult be criminal, ¢ Why
«¢ halt ye ?”’ fays the prophet. Inother words,
¢«« Ufe your judgment; chufe your fide; and
¢ adhere to it, till you {ee good reafon to the
¢ contrary.”” It is eafy to foretel the iffue of
a confli&, 1if all be aftivity on one part, and
indolence on the other. Athanafius once ftood
fingle againft the world, and prevailed. But

* Phil. i. 274 |
ghe
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the faithful have not yet {fo far ceafed from
among us. Numbers of great, googi, and a?le
men are left, {found 1n faith, and mighty inthe
Scriptures. A field worthy of their abilities
and attainments 1s open before them, and there
are many adverfaries. Some opinions may be
fafely trufted with the public; they will die
away of themielves: but others are of a nature
fo flattering to human pride, fo congenial to
the prejudices of an age long trained to defpife
myiteries, and propagated with {o much in-
duftry, management, and confidence—that they
ought to be withftood.* Tares will be fown,
1f the hufbandman fleep; and he may be afto-
nithed, when he awakes, to behold the luxu-
riancy of their growth. No mifchief will arife
from difcuflion. Truth always has been, and
always will be, a gainer by it. It is a whole-
fome exercife for us: it excites attention, and
prevents INDIFFERENCE, the enemy, of all
others, moft to be dreaded. -
But while zeal is recommended, let notcha-
rity be forgotten. They are by no means in-
compatible. Who more zealous than the great
Apottle of the Gentiles? and where can be

¥ They hawe been withftood, and we// withftood. The
thlanks of the Church of England are due to Dr. Ho RSLEY,
for his feafonable, learned, and judicious writings in her
defence. Let him occupy the department he is fo tho-
roughly qualified to fill, and go on fruftrating the at-

t@mpts of our adverfaries to. deprive us of the argument
from tradition.

*1 found



[ 16 ]

found a brighter example of charity ? Boldly
confuting and reproving falle doctrines, and
corrupt practices; but ever ready to devote
himfelf for the welfare of thofe among whom
they prevailled. After his own example, he
direCts others to be winbevorles &y aycmriny, 1O
« {peak the truth in love*;” {fo to maintain
truth, as not to violate charity. A golden pre-
cept, worthy to be engraven on the hearts of
all who may be called forth to ‘¢ contend for
¢ the faith;”” thatthey may do honour to their
caufe by the arguments propofed, and no dii-
honour to. themfelves by the manner of pro-
poling them, The weight of the reafons will
not be at all diminifhed by the courteoufnels
of the addrefs: 1n its effect it will be much
increajied. Mankind care not to be driven;
they muft be led into all truth. It was the
method pratifed by the Apoftles; it thould be
practifed by their fucceflfors. Thus, and thus
only, they are to ¢ heap coals of fire on the
¢« headst” of their opponents. The drofs will
feparate, and the metal flow pure. Logic
{hould be ufed without acrimony ; and wit, if it
beufed at all, tempered with good humour, {o as
not to exafperate the perfon who 1s the objelt
of it; and then, we are {ure, there is no mii-
chief done. 'The difputant ought to be at once
firm and calm; his head cool, and his heart
warm. T husa controverfy fometimes begins ;

* Ephef. iv. 15, | + Rom, xii. 20, .
391k}
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but thus, alas! i1t feldom ends; the irafcible
paflions being generally excited, and full ut-
terance given to them in its progrels: allow-
ance muft therefore be made, on all fides, for
the failings of humanity. That the obium
THEOLOGICUM exceeds every other, i1s {aid, per-
haps, without fufficient reafon. The vche-
mence of a conteft will be in proportion to its
fuppofed 1mportance, the length of its conti-
nuance, or the frequency of its repetition,
When men are earneft, in fhort, they are apt
fometimes to be violent. Qur adverfaries have
taken to themf{elves and their opiniéns the epi-
thetof LiBERAL, as well asthat of RATIONAL.,
It may be with equal reafon; for why it is
more liberal to deny, than it is to affirm, the
doltrine of the Trinity, feems hard to fay:
- and {fome pages might eafily be filled with lan-
guage concerning that doétrine, employed by
the Polonian fraternity, which would make
every ear 1n this audience to tingle.* -

- There is another property which one would
moft devoutly witha controverfy to poflefs,
namely, brevity. A great book, in this way,
1sundeed a great evil, if the point cun be fet-
tled in afmall one. The fuperfluity of naugh-
tinels fhould be cut off; all flourifh and decla-
mation, felf-adulation and perfonal altercation,
rhetorical amplification and digreflion, every

L] I‘I' 3
,T
[ ] -: ir.
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*i}k . . . '
%% :* Plenty of it may be feen in that ufeful work-—=Dr.
I Lﬁ?nathan Edwards’s Preferoatiove againft Sociniani/m.

O " fentence
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fentence not immediately ad rem, as ulelefs and
noxious excre{cences, pared away ; that point
difcovered, on which the difpute turns, and
the opponent clofely confined to it.* Terms
fhould be defined, to prevent ambiguity and
cvafion; arguments and objections carefully
collected, and methodically arranged, ftated
and anfwered with all pofiible conciienefs and
peripicuity, leaving as little room as may be

* In doing this, no difputant, perhaps, ever excelled
Mr. Leflie. ¢¢ The polemical fkill of a Leflie,”” 15 an
expreflion of Bolingbroke. A clergyman’®s library fhould
not be without this author’s Theological Works in two
volumes, folio, containing his pileces againft Deifts, jews,
Romanifts, Socinians, and Quakers. He is faid to have
brought more perfons, from other perfuafions, into the
Church of England, than any man ever did; his fkill 1n
.converfation being equal to that in writing. Allowance
muft be made for a {tyle, which, though {ufficiently per-
Ipicuous and nervous, is not according to the modern
1deas of corretnefs and elegance. ¢¢ Bayle ftyles him 2
‘“ man of great merit and learning. Mr.'T. Salmon ob-
¢ {erves, that his works muft tranfmit him to pofterity,
‘¢ as a man thoroughly learned and truly pious. Buta
‘“ better and more difinterefted judge, Mr. Harris, in-
¢« forms us, that he made feveral converts from Popery;
““ and fays, that, notwithftanding- his miftaken opinions
‘“ about government, and a few other matters, he deferves
‘¢ the higheft praife for defending the Chriftian religion
‘¢ againft Deifts, Jews, and Quakers, and for admirably
¢ well fupporting the do&rines of the Church of England
““ agamnft thofe of Rome.’” See Biggraphical DiZivnary.~—
Mr. Leflie’s writings have been negle¢ted, becaufe he had
the misfortune to be a Nonjuror. But fince the age 1
difpofed to drop prejudices, it is a pity that this alont
fhould be fuffered to remain ; efpecially as the fubjet of
1t1s now ¢ waxed old, and ready to vanifh away.” ¢

* of

$



L 19 ]

for replies and rejoinders, the fad confequence
of which is not only lofs of time and temper to
the writers, but difguit in the readers, who
‘grow weary, and defpairing of being able to
fix their opinions, refolve to give themf{elves no
farther trouble about religion.. For general
utility, perhaps, the didaétic form, with the
objeltions duly noticed and obviated in their
places, is preferable to the ftri&tly polemical.
The latter is often laid afide, with the difpute
which occafioned it; but the former, if well
executed, may continue to be read and referred
to, as a {taple and {tandard book of inftruction
on the fubje& of which it treats, from age to
age.

‘The conduét of our opponents of different
denominations imprefles one leffon upon us
with great foree. It is this: however our
tudies may be employed, never to lofe fight of
the grand obje@, but to keep it conftantly in
view, and contrive by all means to forward ir,
It s marvellous to behold in what manner
cvery department of literature has been occu-
pied, and converted into a battery againft the
faith and the church. Half our danger does
not arife from tracts profeffedly penned on the
fubje of religion, but from writings of other
k!,é,dS, carrying nothing hoftile in their appear-
ance. ‘T'he unfufpe&ing reader, who fate down
to'inform or amufe himfelf with a piece of
hatural or civil hiftory, biography, a poem, a
tai&e, or a fable, if he have not his wits about
e | him,

r
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him, finds his reverence for the do&rines of
Chriftianity, and thofe who teach them, filched
from him ; rifes, to his great {urprize, half an
infidel ; and is not {fure whether he has a {foul,
a Saviour, or a God. As it has not yet ap-
peared. that the talents cof believers are lefs
various, or lefs excellent, than thofe of unbe-
lievers, all thefe methods of diffuling error
fhould be counreralted by the advocates for
truth. ‘The talte of the age fhould be attended
to, and inftruction adminiftered through {uch
vehicles as are moft likely to make it palatable,
Every man, 1n that way to which his genius
direts him, (hould exert his abilities 1n the
fervice of his Maker and Redeemer. He
fhould early form a plan for this purpofe, to
.be kept 1n view during the courfe of his read-
ing, whether {tated or occafional. He will be
pleafed to find, when he does this, how every
book he opens will lend its affiftance, and fur-
nith fome hint that may be improved, for the
promotion of his defign.* An obfervatios
may be here added, that as in political, fo m

* In this particular, among others, one of ourold di
vines ufed to fay, he found the good effeft of a cuftom ke
had long prattifed, which was, on a Sunday evening, U
put a freth fermon on the tocks for the Sunday eafuimng
Something always occurred, that was of ufe, in the read-
ing of the week ! during which, he never failed to alk
himfelf, as he went on, To what purpofe can 1 appl
this, in the way of my profeffion #=~~An excellent ruic
See that improving little book, The Life of Dr. Ham
mond, by Bithop Fell. o

religious
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religious contefts, execution is_; done among
the people, not by bulky treatiies, but {imall
pamphlets, written down to the apprehenfions
of the vulgar, diligently circulated, and fold
at a low price. # _

My brethren of the clergy will, I am fure,
confider, with me, and lay thefe things to
heart. We engage, at ordination, not only
““ by the Scriptures to teach and exhort with
‘¢ wholefome doétrine,” but likewife to ¢ with-
 ftand and convince gainfayers; to be ready,
¢ with all faithful diligence, to banith and
“ drive away all erroneous and firange doc-
‘¢ trines, contrary to God’s word; and both
. privately and openly to call upon and en-
¢“..courage others to do the fame.” + The faith
1s a precious depofit committed to our charge.
No care, no pains can be too great, to preferve
1t _to our people, and deliver it.down to our
fucceflors in the minifiry, pure and unadulte-~
rated. Neither violence nor fraud fhould be
Huffered to rob us of the ineftimable treafure.
‘God and his church expe& and require, that
we fulfil honourably this engagement, fo fo-
lemnly formed in the prefence of both, Whena

. * An excellent little tra& was printed for Rivington,
in.1774. 1 wifh 20,000 of them were difperied through
the kingdom at this time. It was intituled, . Preferva-
fi‘f@@ againfl the Publications difperfed by modern Socinians s
B wbich the Impiety and Abfurdity of their Principles are

t‘fmr{j) Soewn, Adddreffed by a Countr y GQlergyman to bis
Barihioners, , .

% Ordination Office.
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ever our faith i1s aflaulted, to us the world
naturally looks up for its defence; and it i
well, if a failure in this part of our duty be
not one day urged againft us, as an argument
for the abolition of an ufelefs order of men,
It 1s the property of our great adverfary, firfl
to TEMPT, and then to ACCUSE.

The propagation and {upport of true reli
gion conftitute, indeed, our peculiar tafk, the
prefcribed employment of our time, the pro-
per exercife of our powers and faculties; for
want of which, they will be either turned t
other purfuits, quite foreign from our profef:
fion, or diffipated in frivolous amufements
or permitted to ruft in floth and indolence.’
Study of the Scriptures and Ecclefiaftical Hif
- tory muft ever be regarded as the firft duty o
a clergyman, becaufe that alone can prepar
and qualify him for a difcharge of all the reft
Lt is a duty which, 1f cordially taken 1n hand,
and rigoroufly profecuted, will foon becoms
his pleafure. And when a man’s duty become:
his pleafure, he is a happy man. Till then
he never can be one; being indebted for hi
peace of mind, if he ever enjoy any, only
the want of confideration and reflection. Bu
what is there which can fo enlarge, improve
and delight the human mind, as a contempla

% When a friend told Bifhop Cumberland, he woul
wear himfelf out by his inceflant application; ¢¢ It!
“¢ better, replied the Bifhop, to avesr out, than to ¥

€5 out.”’
tiof
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tion of the truths and difpenfations of the Al-
mighty ¢ Where is the pleafure that can ftand
the comparifon for a moment? I know of none
that is not as much inferior as earth is to heaven,
The Church of England, from the time of
the Reformation, has gloried in a learned
clergy, who {tood prepared to repel, with {kill
and vigour, the affaults of her various adver-
faries. Some would perfuade wus, that this
glory is departing from her. ¢ The number of
¢ learned Socinians, 1t is faid, 1is increafing;
€¢. that of learned Trinitarians, decreafing.”*

- The remark cannot but excite {ome wonder,
when coming from one fo evideuntly over-
matched, as he appears to have been, in point
oflearning, by his very refpeftable antagonift,
It affords, however, an ufeful hint to us, not
to grow f{lack and remifs in our profeflional
ftudies ; not to think of fubfifting on the fame
acquired by our predeceffors, but, diligently
availing ourfelves of their labours, ftill farther
to..advance and fet forward the truth by our
own. A general diffufion of knowledge in
thefe latter days has enabled the lower orders
of .mankind to become acquainted with the
objettions urged againft do&rines laid down by
our church as effential and fundamental. Her
minifters, therefofe, will be frequently called
upon for anfweis to thofe objetions; which,
without having read and thought well upon the
fubject, they may be at a lofs to furnith. Ad-
Uy * Importanceof Free Enquiry, p. 1.

"'7"3,
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vantage will be made of this circumftance;
their people will be feduced, and the enemy
will exult. A very {inall portion of time, ap.
plied regularly and conftantly to any one pur
fuit, will foon effect things almoft 1ncredible
It 1s recorded of the great Usuer, that wilh
ing to know, at firft hand, the fentiments o
antiquity on the points in difpute between the
Romanifts and ourfelves, he went through
between the age of 20 and 38, the voluminou
writings of the Fathers, by devoting, amidl
his other labours, a f{mall proportion o
time every day to that purpofe. Tafks d
this extent and difficulty need not be now 1m-
pofed on a clergyman. The evidence on.mol
controverted docltrines has been colleéted an
. arranged for him; and by means of a few well
chofen books, * perufed with due attention,

% Such as—Bithop Bull’s Lazin Works 3 Waterland”
Importance of the Dolirine of the Trinity; his Serwmons d
Lady Moyer’s Leltures; Dr. Ridley’s, at the fame lelture
on the Holy Spirit ; the writings of Dr. Randolph; Mr
Jones’s Catholic Doéitrine of the Trinity ; Full anfawer toti
Eflay on Spirit 5 Letter to the Common People 5 to a Youly
Gentleman at Oxford ;5 Remarks on the Confeffional.

On Socinianifm.—Grotius de Satisfacitione ; Stilling
fleet’s Difcourfe on the true Reafon of Chrifd’s Suffering
againft Crellius; Bifhop Coneybear’s Sermon on the d#
tisfactzon ; Edwards’s Preferwvarive ;3 Lie{lie’s Dialogues &
Socinianifm 3 withMofheim?s Account of its Rife and bro
grefs, in his Ecclefiajtical Hiffory. |

For the FTudgment of the Feawifb Church againft the Un
¢arians, Dr. Allix’s book with thattitle ; a moft learned

valuable, and decifive work, on that part of the fubje&-h
. {
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he may become a {ufficient mafter of the {ub-
ject, and of the arguments which have been,
or indeed can be, produced; for there 1s but
little frefh matter at this time to be ftarted.
What progrefs might he muke, within the
compafs of a year, at the rate of a couple of
hours only 1n each day

4 By fuch an employment of his hours, he will
.be prepared, whenever fummoned, to render a
good account of them. Confcious that he muit
“render an account, ‘and cannot render a good
-one, 1t 1s impofiible for him, 1f he refle&t at
all, to continue long at eafe. The grand quef=-
tion concerning our conduét is, how it will
appear at the great {crutiny; and he alone is
“truly wife, who {pends his time as, at the laft
hour, he will'with to have fpent it. Happy
the man, who may be able with all humilit
%0 {ay, when that hour fhall come—*¢¢ The
“¢-time which thou haft given me has been
¢ pafied in thy fervice. 1 have not {uffered
": my{elf, through indolence or diffipation, ta
- }lvlellp ignorance of thy truth, or to with-
4 hold it from others. I have laboured dili-
‘:é_‘?‘ently and taithfully to find it; and, when
sk’tound, to publith and defend it. It is not
*:Zi:ly fault, 1if the people perith for lack of
Eﬁfnowledge. I have done my belt: I have
B ought a good fight: I have kept the f{aith,
}ﬁ} and,e?deavoprgd that others thould do the
%% fame.” This is a ftate of {atisfadion and
“comfort for a minifter of Chrift, weighed acainft

:,"‘;;i:t Tﬁ C . L
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which, the world, with all its wealth, all
pleafures, and all its honours, 1s ¢ duft upo
<¢ the balance, without weight, and witho
¢« regard.”’

But befides the teftuimony borne him by h
confcience within, other witnefles will appe:
in his favour from without. FHe will have {l
approbation and thanks of all thofe who wil
well to the church and to their country; wi
do not apprehend that the latter will be ben
fited by the deftruftion of the former, or
nation {aved by apoftacy from its Saviour. 1
will have the atteftation of multitudes, thatt
his miniftry, by his difcourfes, by his writing
they were preferved or reclaimed from e
and from death, and conducted in the way
truth and life. ¢ Behold him, and the ch
¢« dren which God hath given him, like ¢
¢ arrows in the hand of the mighty : happy
¢ the man that hath his quiver full of then
«¢.he fhall not be alhamed when he fpeake
<« with his enemies, at the feat of judegment.

- On that feat he will view the blefled Perfo
for whofe faith he has contended ; whofe ca
he:has maintained ; the honour of whofe na
he has afferted and vindicated ; who has be
a fpectator of the conflict, and will award?
Crowila

*:Ifa, viil. 18. Fkb, xi. 15, Pf. cxxvii, 4, 5
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which, the world, with all its wealth, all s
pleafures, and all its honours, 1s ¢ duft upon
¢ the balance, without weight, and withou
¢ regard.”

But befides the teftimony borne him by his
confcience within, other witnefles will appear
in his favour from without. He will have the
approbation and thanks of all thofe who wilh
well to the church and to their country; who
do not apprehend that the latter will be bene.
tited by the deftruction of the former, or
nation {aved by apoftacy from its Saviour. T
will have the atteftation of multitudes, that by
his miniftry, by hisdifcourfes, by his writings
they were preferved or reclaimed from erro
and from death, and condudted in the way d
truth and life. ¢ Behold him, and the chil
< dren which God hath given hun, like th
« arrows in the hand of the mighty: happy s
« the man that hath his quiver full of them;
¢ he fhall not be afhamed when he fpeaked
¢ with his enemies, at the feat of judgment.”

- On that {eat he will view the blefled Perfos
for whofe faith he has contended ; whofe cauk
he: has maintained ; the honour of whofe nan
he has aflerted and vindicated; who has bee
a {fpeltator of the confli¢t, and will award tht
Crowil.

% -Ifa. viii. 318, Ieb. xi. 15. Pi cxxvil, 4, 5.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

- IT was obferved, in the preceding difcour{e,
that little new can now be advanced on the
fubject 1n hand. The difcourfe which follows
wil confirm the obfervation. It is indeed no
-more than a very compendious extract from
certain parts of three books, which have been
for fome time before the world, and to which
1t 1s intended only as a mark of reference and
recommendation, for ftudents in theology.
They are, Dr. Waterland’s eight f{ermons,
preached at Lady Moyer’s leGure, on the Di-
winity of our Lord : Dr. Ridley’s incomparable
difcourfes, at the fame leGure; on the Divinity
and Operations of the FHoly Spirit: and the Ree
verend Mr, Jones’s Catbolic Doftrine of the Tri-
mly proved by above an bundred Texts, &c. If
in thefe books the reader do not receive con-
viction, I much fear it is not in my power to
give it him. He muft purfue his own way,
‘and pen:nit me to purfiue mine. -He will do me
fifhe juftice, however, to believe, I thould not
g%ﬁproduce old arguments, did I not find myfelf
dble to anfwer objeltions, to my own fatisfac-
%On. That I can anfwer them to the fatisfac—
fon of Dr, Prieftley, I have not the vanity to

ﬁﬁ
"!‘.1‘;5"
i C 3 prefume,
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prefume. e 1s {furnifhed, T am very fenfible,
with replies (n his own opinion, and that of
his friends, {ufficient ones) to any thing that
can be written by myfelf, or by thofe who are
much better qualified to difcufs the queftion.
My objelt, in throwing out this fhort diicourfe,
18, to bear mvy teﬁlmony to that faith 1n which -
i propofe to live, and for which, if called upon,
¥ fhall, 1 humbly truft, be prepared to die,
Whether Dr, Pr ieftley wﬂl order me to rank
undér the ftandard of ignorance or infincerity,
{two claffes into Wthh; it feems, he has di-
vided us,) 1t isimpoflible for me to telle I am
confcious to myfelt of being an honeft man,
L, after {o many years pmed in {tudies of this
kmd I am ftill in ignorance, (and I fear it is
of the invincible for t,) I am a very unfortunate
one. Ior his induftry and diligence 1n literary
purfuits, no perfon living can refpﬁ& and ho-
nour Dr. Prieftley more ” than myfelf. They
are qualities wiich, 1 hope, we fhall endeavour
to imitate. To follow him, paffibus equis, few
indeed are able; perhaps none: and in his phi-
lofophical refearches, all {uccefs attend him!
We have only to with, that, as touching mat-
ters theological, his abilities had been employed
- in a line mote, as we apprehend, to the benefit
of the Chriftian world, If the do&rine of our
Lord’s Divinity be not the doétrine of the
Scriptures, and of the primitive church, it

matters not how, when, or by whom, it was
afterwards
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afterwards introduced. It thould not have beemn
recewved ; 1t ought not to beretained. On the
‘'other hand, if it really be the doétrine of the
.Scriptures, and of the primitive church, (as L
‘declare before God, in the fincerity of my {oul,
upon the beft judgment I can form, I am verily
perfuaded it 1s)—THEN—al]l that Dr. Prieitley
has written, in four large volumes, concerning
“the Jews, and the Gnoftics, and the Ebionites,
-and the Nazarenes; concerning Plato, and
Philo, and Juftin Martyr, and Tertullian
concerning philofophers, fathers, and heretics
many and diverfe, butall unitarians; concern-
1ing the f{uppofed caution of the apoftles, and
-the metaphyfical and injudicious arguments
and difquifitions of writers, whether ancient
or modern, upon any part of the fubjeét; all
this, with the goodly edifice raifed on {uch a

foundation, falls directly to pieces, vanifhes
into air,

And, like the bafelefs fabric of a vifion,
Leaves not a wreclk behind.

- Refpe&ting fuch animadverfions as may be-
made on thefe difcourfes, itis not My intention:
10 carry on any altercation, in feparate pam-
‘phlets.  They will be confidered in a tralt, to
_be compofed, if God fhall orant life, health,.
Aand fufficient leifure from other neceffary em-

et

loyments; on the doétrine of our Lord’s Di-
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vinity, and the different arguments which havs
been urged againftit.  Indulgence 1s requefled
as to the article of ¢ime. 1 cannot write fo faft
as Di. Prieftley does ; and 1 wifh to execute the
work with care and attention : after which, 1t
fhall be lefr to the judgment of the learned,

the pious, and the candid, of all denomina-
t1ons,

MAT T



MAT T, XXVIII. 1o9.

GO YE THEREFORE, AND TEACH ALL NATIONS, BAP-
TIZING THEM IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, AND
OF THE SONy AND OF THE HOLY GHOS7To

NUCH is the folemn form of baptifm,
prefcribed by our bleffed Lord himfelf, as
a perpetual ftanding law to his church. Having
redeemed mankind, and thereby acquired anew
.and {pecial claim to their homage and fervice,
“he entered upon and took pofleffion of his pur-
‘chafed inheritance. And for what end ? Plainly,
-that he mightbring all nations, thus made his
-own by right of redemption, to the knowledge
~and worfhip of the true God. And how is this
‘done ! Why, by making them acquainted, in
the very firft inftance, with the obligations con=
ferred upon them by three ever blefled perfons,.
-€alled by the names of Father, Son, and Holy
Ghoft. Thefe three perfons, therefore, thus
-related and thus named, conftitute that one
-&rue God, into whofe name,. faith, and profefi
;;%ﬁon, people of all the nations of the earth,.
and, among them, we who are here-affembled,.
2Rave been baprized, 1n this confitted the fum:
;;;gf Chri{‘cianity: on this. foundation- were: the:
w@poltles to erett a church throughout all: the:
¥
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world, Here, if any where, a right under-
ftanding, upon {o important a point as the
nature of God, and the manner of his exiitence,
would be highly neceffary ; nor could any one
miftake more dangeroufly, and fundamentally,
than in fuch an article as this.—Let us then
confider, if you pleafe, how much 1s implied
in the form of baptifim thus prefcribed by our
T.ord to the univerfal church, and by that
church retained, and obferved, from its firlt
foundation to the prefent hour; how this 1s
confirmed by the declarations of Scripture at
large; and the intereft we have 1n the doctring

that fhall be thus eftablifhed.

I. Now, by the being baptized into the
name of -God, can be meant no lefs than en-
tering into covenant with a perfon, as God;
profefling faith in him, as {uch ; enlifting one’s
felf into his {ervice; and vowing all obedience
and fubmiffion to him. Such is the natural,
the obvious import of this rite, by which we
are admitted into the church of Chrift, this
folemn form of baptizing in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghoft; that is, into the faith, fervice, and

worfhip, of the Holy Trinity.
) For let us refleét a little

'The nations were to be baptized in the nam¢
of three perfons, in the fame manner, and there-
fore, furely, in the_ feme fen/e, as in the namft:r

| | A
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of one. Whatever honour, reverence, or fe-~
oard, is paid to the Father, in this {folemuo rite,

the lame we cannot but fuppofe paid to all

three. Is he acknowledged as the object ot
worfhip ? So are the other two perfons likewile,
Is he God and Lord over us? So are they,
Are we his fubjets, fervants, and foldiers, en-
rolled under him ? So are we equally underall..
Are we hereby regenerated, and made the:
temple of the Father? So are we likewile
of the Son and Holy Ghoft. ¢ We will
< come,” fays our Lord, © and make our
<« abode with him.”* The outward act re-
{peéts all the three; the inward meaning and:
Qignification muft do the fame.

. We may confider likewife, that 1n the very
“names.of Father and Son, a near relation, al-
“liance, and unity,. between two of the perfonss,.
ds intimated ; and in reafon, we muft infer
fomething of a fimilar kind for the third; fos
«clofely joined with.them, It is not faid, ¢ in
#&¢ the name of God and his two faithful {er-
‘¢ vants;” nor ¢ of God, and Chrift, and the-
¢ Holy Ghoft;” which might have {fuggefted:!
-a thought, that one only of the three was God 3:
‘but, ““ in the name of the Father and: of' the-
& Son,” aftyle perfectly equal and. familiary,
swithout. any note of diftinétion. more than:
wahat of a perfonal relation, carrying with it the:
%%dea()f a {amenefs.of: nature;. as,. among.Mmeny,

¥ JohnXive.22,-

Q 6. | CWOryy
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every Father and Son are of the {fame human
nature with each other. Irom the very word-
ing of the form of baptifin, therefore, moft
reafonably might it be prefumed, that the two
firlt perfons named were equally divine: and
the inference trom thence would fairly, and in-
deed unavoidably, reach to the third, to make
all {uitable and confiftent; befides that the
terms Holy, and Spirit, evidently point the
fame way.

But itis yet farther to be confidered by us—
and a confideration it 1s of very great weight
indeed -upon the {ubjeft—that a new religion
was to be introduced with this folemn form of
words. And among whom was it to be intre-
duced ? Among Gentiles, or Heathen nations. -
Thefe were to be taught to turn from their
vanities to the living God ; to renounce their
idols and falfe gods, and fo to be baptized i
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghoft. Now, what mufl occur to
THEM, upon this occafion, but that, inftead of
all their deities, to whom they had before bowed
down, they were in future to ferve, worfhip,
and adore, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, =
the only true and living God? From the
pompous and folemn proclamation of theft

three perfons, in oppofition to ali other gods
whatcould THEY conclude, but that thefe T hree

poflefled in reality that Divinity which wu
falfely prefumed with refpeét to the gods of the
nations; that they had a natural right to Iall;
* ghal.
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.that homage and fervice, which men {fhould
pay to a Divine Being? We may add, that the
circumftance of the form running in the NAME
~not NAMES, but in the f{ingular number,
"NAME of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghoft, might and did in the ftrongeit
manner intimate, that the authority of all the
‘Three was the fame, their power equal, their
perfons undivided, and their glory one.

The laft confideration under this head fhall
be, that nothing can appear more unreafon-
.able, orunnatural, than to {uppofe, that God
and two cREATUREs are here joined together in
o folemn a rite of admiffion into a new reli-
‘gion, into the fervice of the living God, 1a
dire¢t oppofition to all CREATURE-WORSHIP.
-¥or no rational account can be given, why the
don and Holy Ghoft fhould be thus clofely and
equally joined with the Father, in an a& {o
public, and of fo high importance to the falva-
tion of all men, unlefs it be, that all men are
required to believe in, to worfhip, and to ferve
THEM alfo, as well as the Father : neither can
it bereafonably imagined, that they are recom-
mended to us in any {fuch capacity, as perfons
.£0 be believed in, ferved and adored, if they
D€ CREATURES only; much lefs, if Chrift be
%t: more than a mere man, like one of usg
and the Holy Spirit, a property, or quality
only, of the Father:—in fhort, if the three,

L
-
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‘Thus far we have been arguing on the words
of the text, and the dotrine implied in them,
without taking in what the Scripture has re- .
vealed at large concerning the Diviaity of the
three perlons, which was, 1n the

11" Place, propofed to be done.

Concerning the Divinity of the Father, there
is no difpute. Refpecting that of the Son, you
thall judge for yourfelves, when 1 have laid
hefore you what the Scriptures teach. relative
o his ftitles, his attributes, and the actions
afcribed to hum.

The divine titles given to the Son 1n Holy
Scripture are as follow. He is called < the
« Word that was 1n:the beginning with. God,
¢« and was Gop;”’ that ¢ was made flefh,”
and whofe ¢ glory was the glory of the only
«¢. begotten of the Father.”®* When it is fai,
¢« A virgin fhall conceive, and bear a fon,” it-
is faid alfo,. ¢¢ they fhall call his name Imma-
« nuel, that is,, Gop witw us.”} He 1s the
Lorp, before whofe face John the Bapuft wa
fent ;] the LorDp Gop-foretold by Ifaiah, who
was to- < feed his flock like a Shepherd.”§ Of
Jefus Chrift it 1s affirmed by St. John, ¢ Ths
¢« js THE TRUE Gob,. and eternal life.”’}}. St
Paul mentions ¢ the appearance of the GrEaT
& (Gop-and.ourSaviour,” or, ‘““our GREaT GOF

* Johu i 14.  + Matt.i.23. 1 Luke i, 76
8 Ifat. %l 10,.1.%,. | 1 John.v..20,. d
' A
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«¢ and Saviour, Jefus Chrift,”* foritishe who
fhall appear to judge the world. Ifaiah ftyles
him, ¢ Wonderful, Counfellor, the MicuTy
¢ Gop ;"1 St. Paul again, ¢ Gobp over all,
¢¢ bleffed for evermore.”f In the Old Tefta-
ment, Chrift is frequently called JErOVAH,§ 2
name which can belong to no one but God. In
the Revelation he 1s introduced as {aying of
himfelf, ¢ I am Alpha and Omega, the Be-
““ ginning and the Ending, faith the Lord,
¢ which is, and which was, and which is to

¢ come, the Almighty.”| By St. Paul heis
ftyled ¢« The Lord of Glory ;”* and by St. John,
¢ King of Kings, and Lord of Lords.” And
thus much for his titles.

# As to his attributes, he is ‘declared to be
€ternal, ¢ without beginning of days, or end
““ of life;” § unchangeable, remaining the
fame, when the heavens, and the earth,. and
ll that is therein, fhall be changed, and pafs
away; ¢ Jefus Chrift, the fame yefterday, to-

}
*Tit.xi, 13+ 1Pet.i. 7. + Ifai. ix. 6. ¥ Rom.ix. ¢.

. ;L;§ JT?'XKEIﬁ' 6. Zech, x1i. 10, cited John xix. 34. Rev,
e 77+ 1131, XI. 10.

ol Rev.i, 11, ¢ I cannot forbear recording it, (fays.
F%Dr. Doddridge,) that this text has done more than any
tSiother in the Bible, towards preventing me from giving.
thiinto that fcheme, which would make our Lord Jefus
g%ﬁChrxit no more than a deified creature.’” A denial of
SHE-EXISTENCE muithave feemed firange doftrine to H1 M.
N Kippis, who was his pupil, when he comes to Dre..

Boddridge’s life, in the BroorarHIa, will.tell us, pere
weps What he thought of it..

s day,
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¢ day, and for ever;* knowing all things,}
<s knowing what 1s i man, fearching the heart;
¢¢ and reins:”§ prefent every where, i the
midf{t of his people wherever affembled,| to
hear the prayers put up at the {fame time from
the different quarters and ends of the earth;
which cannot be the cafe of faints or angels.

Of the altions afcribed to Chrift, it may
fuffice to name four only. According to the
Scriptures, he created the world by his power;§
he governs it by his providence ; how elfe can
he {uperintend the concerns of his church ¢ He
redeemed it by his mercy; and he will judge
it at the laft day, Surely no Being, lefs thun
Divine, can be egual to works iike thefe
When he fhall appear on his throne, as the
Judge of all the Earth, who is the man tha
will refufe to worthip him ? **

"The holy Spirit 1s defcribed 1 Scripture 2
the immediate author and worker of miracles;
the infpirer of the prophets and apoftles ; the
fearcher of all hearts, and the comforter of

* Hecb, xi11, 8. + John xvi, 30. xx1. 1. § John xt. 23
§ Rev, xt. 23. || Matt. xxviii. zo. q Johni. 3, Heb. 1.10

** [ do not fee my Saviour only in ¢ afew detache!
¢¢ paffages’” of either Teftament. I fee him conducting
the ceconomy. of the divine difpen{ations,. through both,
from the creation to the confummation of all things, &
the mm 727 the min b0 and O Aayag 18 @evn  Da, AlllE
and Mr. Taylor have both demonftrated this point, Ith;
only to be wifhed, the latter had drawn the conclufith
drawn by the former—the juft and.proper concluiion"

ghat the perfon. fpoken.of muft indeed be vEry Gop. Oj.
gov.

F
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good Chriftians 1n difaculues, To lie to him,
1s the fame thing as to lie to God. Blafphemy
againft him is unpardonable. To refift him,
i1s the fame thing as to refit God. He is in
God, and knows the mind of God as perfeltly
as a man knows his own mind; and that 1n
refpeét ot all things, even the deep- things ot
God. . Thebodies of men are his temple, and
by being wis temple, are the temple of Gob.,
He is joined with God the Father, not only in
the folemn form of baptifim, as we have {een
above, but in religious oaths, and invocations
for grace and peace; inthe fame authoritative
miflion and vocation of perfons into the mi-
niftry, ¢ The Holy Ghoft faid, Separate me
$¢ Barnabas and Saul.”* Muft he not then
be a person? In a word, heis LorD, or JE-
BovaH, and Gop, and LorD or HosTs.+
# To thefe teftimonies for the Divinity of the
son and Holy Spirit, I thall add only one ob-
fervation more, namely, that in a great number
of inftances, the very fame things are faid, in
different places of Scriprure, of all the three
divine perlons, and the very fame aions af-
cribed to them.f The whole Trinity is faid
be eternal, holy, true, living, and every

wnere prefent; to have made man; to in-

B

Adts xiii. 2.

fd 1 Sce the Conclufion of Mr. Jones’s Catholic Do&rine,
See alfo Dr. Ridley.”

Sce the @onclufion’ of Mr. Jones’s Carhbolic Doftrine,

ftrult
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ftruct and illuminate him; to lead us, to fpesk
to us, and to be with us; to give authority to
the church; to fanctify the eleft; to perform
cvery divine and {piritual operation; and to
raife the dead. 'Therefore thefe three were,
are, and will be, one God, from everlafting to
everlafting,*® *

Having now confidered the do&rine of the
Trinity as implied in the words of the text, and
confirmed by the declarations of the Scriptures
atlarge, I am to fhew, in the

% and latt place, The intereft we all have
in the dottrine thus eftablithed ; or, in other
words—we have endeavoured to thew what the
three divine perfons are in themfelves, and
what relation they bear to each other. Let us
now enquire what they are, and what relation
they bear, to vs, and what are the duties on
our {ide, refulting from that relation; the be-
nefits conferred by them, and the return, in
love, honour, and gratitude, due from us.

* Such being the fa&, all difputations concerning the
manner of the Diftin&tion, the meuner of the Union, the
manner of the Generation, and the manzer of the Procef:
fion, 1s needlefs, and fruitlefs :—=needlefs, becaufe if we
have divine authority for the fadt, it fufficeth s zbaris all
we are concerned to know :—efruitlefs, becaufe it is a dil,
~ putation without ideas; after 2 long, tedious, intricate

and perplexed controverfy, we find ourfelves—ejuft whcrfif
we were—totally in the dark. Such has been the cﬂf"},
refpetting this and other queftions, God is pleafed ©}
reveal the fatt ; man infifts upon apprehending the mode ‘tﬁ
in his prefent ftate he cannot apprehend it; he therefunt
clenies the fa®, and commences unbelicver.

|
Manj|
'|
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~ Many apprehend the doftrine of the Trinity
to be what is called a specuraTiveE doltrine
only, that is to fay, a doctrine concerning
which men may think, and conjeture, and
reafon, and difpute, for their amufement, but
of no effet or importance in a religious life.
This is a conliderable miftake in judgment;
and to prove that 1t is fo, let us only afk one
queftion ;—What is the dottrine of moft 1m-
portance to man, in his religious concerns ¢
{Jndoubtcdly, it is that of his Redemption
from fin and forrow, from death and hell, to
righteoufnefs and joy, immortality and glory.
But of fuch redemption what account do the
feriptures give us? By whom was the gracious
fcheme originally concerted, and afterwards
carried into execution? Was it not by the three
‘perfons of the ever bleflfed and adorable Tri-
Rity?

& It was’ not an after-thought, a new deflign,
formed upon the tranfgreflion and fall of our
'j{_g.'_;lrf’c parents. That event was forefeen, and
{Eroviﬁon made accordingly: for upon the very
@eft authority we are informed, that Chrift was
% the L.amb flain from the foundation of the
5 world;” * that is (for it cannot.be otherwife
Mnderftood) flain in effe&, in the divine pur
Role, and counfel. It is likewife faid, that
@ grace was given us in Chrift Jefus, before
21 the world began.” ¥ The words irntimate,

, é{ REV; Xiii' 8' 1‘ a- Tim- i. 9; Titl il pe
£ thﬂfﬁ
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that, previous to the creation of the world,
fomething had pafled in our favour above; that
the plan of our future redemption was then
laid’; that fome agreement, {ome covenant, re-
lative to 1t, had been entered into: ¢¢ grace
‘¢ was given us,” not in our proper perfons,
for as yet we were not—we had no being—but
in the perfon of him who was afterward to be-

come our reprefentative, our Saviour—¢° in|

¢¢ Chrift Jefus.” Now the plan muft have been '
laid, the covenant entered into, by the parties

who have been fince gracioufly pleafed to con-
cern themfelves in its execution. Who thefe

Tl gy .

are, we cannot be ignorant, Itwas the Son of:

God who took our nature upon him, and in

that nature made a full and {ufficient oblation,
{atisfaction, and atonement, for the {ins of the

world. It was the Father who accepted fuch|
oblation, fatisfation, and atonement, and i}

confequence forgave thofe fins. It was the

Holy Spirit who came forth from the Father!
and the Son, through the preaching of the|
word, and the adminifiration of the {facraments,|
by his enlightening, healing, and comforting
grace, to apply to the hearts of men, for all|
the purpofes of pardon, {anétification, and fal-]
vation, the merits and benefits of that oblation;]

fatisfaction, and atonement.

Say no more, then, that the do&rine of the
Trinity is a matter of curiofity and amufement
only, Our religion is founded upon it; for
what is Chriftianity, but a manifeftation Ofl the

thred
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three divine perfons, as engaged in the great
work of man’s Redemption, begun, continued,
and to be ended by them, 1n their feveral rela-
tions of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, Creator,
Redeemer, and Sanctifier; three Perions, one
God? If there be no Son of God, whereis our
Redemption? If there be no Holy Spirit, where
1s our Sanctification ? Without both, where 1s
our Salvation ? And if thefe two perfons be any
thing lefs than divine, why are we baptized,
equally, in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghoft? l.et no man
therefore deceive you: ¢¢ This is the TRUE
‘“ Gop, and eternal life.”” ® _f

~And while you {uffer no man to deceive you,
do not, I befeech you, deceive yourfelves.
iBenefits conferred require duties to be paid.
Remember what the three divine perfons have
idone for you, and forget not what they expe&t
-5th‘at you thould do 1in return. For how little
will it avail you, to believe aright concerning
ithe Trinity, if you live fo as to difpleafe the
i1 rinity >—~You know and believe in the true
God: you do well. But let not that which is
an honour to you, be any encouragement to dif-
fonoudr God ; the knowledge of whom can only
jerve to increafe your condemnation, if you live
g0 the pradtice of pride and malice, envy and
patred, luft and intemperance, even as the
¥icathen who knew him not. And though it be
g faith of a Chriftian which diftinguifhes him

* 3 John v, 20.
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from the relt of mankind, yet that faith, |
profit him, muft appear in the condu&t of his|
life; as love to a friend 1s beft witnefled by
readine{s to do him fervice, It 1s true, the|
fervice is not the love, nor of equal value with!
it; vet the leve that refufes the {fervice will be
accounted as nothing. The myfery of faith isf
an 1nvaluable treafure, but the vefiel that con-!
tains it muft be clean and undefiled ; it muft be:
bolden in a pure confcience ; as the manna, that
olorious {ymbol of the word of faith preached
to us by the Gofpel, was confined to the taber-
nacle, and preferved in a veflel of gold. Ar
mind that i1s conformed to this world, and given
up to its pleafures, though it repeat the Creed
without queftioning a fingle article of it, will
be abhorred 1in the fight of God, as a veffel un-;
fit for the mafter’s ufe, and unworthy, becaule
unprepared, to ftand in the moft holy place.
It 1s the great excellency of faith, that it can
produce {uch a transformation in the life and
manners, as no other principle has any power;
to do. But many are poffefiled of this truta,
without applying it to their own advantage
L.et them, however, bear in mind, that, €€ with
¢ out holinefs, no man fhall fee the Lord:"
none of the world’s drofs or impurity will b
fuffered to continue in his fight. And in thi
he is no hard mafier, reaping where he has noj
fown, and requiring the fruit of good work!
without giving us ftrength and ability to bring
them fogth. He has provided for us the prf-"; :
. C10WY
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cious blood of the Lamb, and offered to us the
~fiftance of his Holy Spirit, that we may be
enabled to ferve that true and living God in
whom we believe. If we are purged by Him,
we {hall be clean: if ue wafhes us, we thall be
whiter than fnow; and when the kingdom of
God fhall come, and nis glory fhall appear, we
fhall be prepared to behold his face in righte-
oufnefs.®

The {fum of the whole matter, as St. Paul has
wonderfully exprefled it in a fingle ver{e, is this
—<¢ Through Chrift we have an accefs by one
«« Spirit unto the Father. + To the Father,
with a due fenfe of this great honour and pri-
vilege, as fons of God, let us therefore addrefs
ourfelves, for pardon, and admufiion to our
heavenly inheritance; ¢ O God, the Father
« of heaven, have mercy upon us miferable
¢ finners!” But as we have no deferts of our
own, no works of righteoufnefs by which to
claim his favour, and are entitled only through
the fufferings and {fatisfaétion of Chrilt, let us
})efe_ech‘ HIM to intercede for us, and plead his
merits with the IFather; O God the Son,

‘*‘ It has been afked, ¢ Of what importance the doc-

trine of the Trinity can be to the State ?’> We aniwer,
huch, every way; as it is a dofrine of the Scriptures, .
nd as 1t is a doltrine pregnant with the nobleft motives
0 Chriftian love and obedience. It therefore requires
nd demands the fupport of every ftate, withing to enjoy
e favour and proteétion of that God, who, for fuch

racious purpofes, hath revealed it,
t Ephef, ipi.w;S.-. |

“ Redeemer
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~of glory in another, be afcribed, as is moft d¥;
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¢ Redeemer of the world, have mercy upony
«“ miferable innners!” And f{ince the bencii
of his merits are applied, and our pardon fealed
and ourielves enabled to render an acceptabl
fervice, only by the operations and affiftance
of the Holy Spirit, let us implore nm1s aid aliy
“ O God the Ioly Ghoft, proceeding fron
¢ the Father and the Son, have mercy uponu
°“ miferable finners!” Yet remembering, tha
how various {oever the ceconomy may be, fil
vation 1s the one {ole undivided end and wor
of all; therefore to arv let us addrefs ov

earneft prayers and invocations, as to the Gre

Power to whom we have confecrated ourfelve
and fervices; ¢¢ O holy, blefled, and gloriou

. ¢¢ Trinity, three Perfons, and one God, har

‘“ mercy upon us miferable {inners 1’

And thou, almighty and everlafting Gof
who haft given unto us, thy fervants, grace b
the confeflion of a true faith, to acknowleds
the glory of the eternal Trinity, and, in
power of the divine Majefty, to worfhip t
Unity; we befeech thee, that thou wouldd
keep us [tedfaft in this faith, and evermore &

fend us from all adverfities; who livelt au

: : »
"To this one God, for the means of griq

vouchfafed to us in this life, and for the hopy

all honour, majefty, and dominion, all pi :
and adoration, both now and for ever,




	Horne.Contending part 1.pdf
	Horne.Contending part 2.pdf

