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Matth, XVL 6.

Then Jefus faid unto them, Take beed and beware of
the Leaven of the Pharifees and of the Sadducees.

sgppe 5 our Lord took all Care to give
t:i'-‘:fbo\'- : Inﬂ:ru&mn to his Dlﬁ:lples how
9. t0 behave themfelves in  the
% Chrlftlan Life, {o to guard them-
GLAZN s felves, and teach others how to
Wy i%jﬁn t'Tfa guard, againft thofe Snares and

7R ¢ )

G 0 EX 2 Temptations they might be lia-
ble to, from the evil Dottrines,
Aé&ions and- Examples of Men ; and particularly here
of the Pharifees and Sadducees. The Occaﬁon was
taken, doubtlefs from fome Converfation he had had
‘with them juft before, as we read in the preceeding
Context, firft Verfe, The Pharifecs and Sadducees came,
aitd templing bim, defired, thas be would fhew them g
Sign from Heaven, and Becaufe they came with an
Appearance of Willingnefs to be convinced that he
was the Meffias, if they might fee fome Proof of it,
whereas they had already refifted the cleareft Evi-
dence that he was the Chrifts and {fo came ot to be

eonvinced that he'was fo, but hoped that he would
- not

dp
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not be able to anfwer their Requeft of 2 Sign, and fo
would appear not to be the Chrilt, Therefore our Lord,
in the fecond Verfe calls them Hypocrites, for that
they came with a far other Defign than they feemed
to manifeft: This Hypocrify of theirs, as being moft
contrary to the Truth of Chriftianity, He moft fre-
quently and with all Courage and Strength remon-
{trates againft: And here I fay, he takes Occafion to
guard his Difciples againt it, by the Caution he gives
in our Text; Take beed and beware of the Leaven of
ths Pharifees and of the Sadducees.

In fpeaking to thefe Words, I fhall firlt, Give a
large Explanation of them, 2. Shew that they age
appofite to the Occafion of this Day, and 3. Make
fome Application of them to ourfelves,

L. 1 am 1o give a large Explanation of the Words
now read : And in doing this I fhall obferve, 1.-A
Caution given: Take beed and feware : 2. To whom
the Caution is gtven. -

[1.] T obfcrve in the Words, a Caution given,
Take beea and beware of the Leaven of the Pharifees
ard of the Saaducees: And I thall confider it, 1. In
the Matter of it: 2. In the Manner of it.

(1.) I corfracr the Matter of the Gaution bere given,
or what they were to beware of, namely, The Leaven
of thz Pharifees aiid Sadducees.  Beware of the Leaven.
Our Lord will not dignify their Tenets' with the
Tile of a Dodlrine, -but rather calls them Leaven,
as intimating the Tendency they had to puff up in-
ftead of edify, to fhow allo how apt they were to
fpread upon the Minds of Men, and influence all
thetr Behaviour: Now we have our Lord telling us

in anothgr Place, Lak, 12, 1. what the Leaven ﬁ»&f
' (e
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the Pharifees was, Beware of the Leaven of the Pha-
rifees wbich is Hypocrify : And tho’ by the Ufe of this
Metaphor the Diiciples miftook their Mafter’s Mean-
ing at firft, yer the Evargelilt tells us, in the 12th
Verfe of the Context, They found that he fpake of
the Dollrine of the Pharifees and the Sadducees, But
how can This be underftood here, when it is certainly
evident, that neither the Pharifees nor any other Sect
whatfoever, taught Hypocrify by Precept, but were
all ready to acknowledge it a moft deteftable Vice
and - Wickednefs : But this notwithftanding if the
Dottrines which were taught by the Pharifees plainly
tended to Hypocrify; to make Men appear in reli-
gious Refpects what they weie-not, yea, to make
them think of themfelves that they were better than
they were, yea, that they were in a good and [afe Eftate,
when they were at the fame Time the Children of the
Devil ; then thefe Doctrines might very well, by a

common and eafy Figure be called Hypocrify, and
fuch were the Dottrines of the Pharifees: But the
Caution is given alfo againft the Doltrines of the
Sadducees, which is alfo called Lesven, as fubully
diffufing it felf thro* the Minds of Men, and there-
fore that we may underftand, what this Caution and

Guard is provided againft, we muft confider what are
to" be underftood here by the Doctrines of the Phari-
fees and the Sadducees.

" 1. Pl confider what Dosrines of the . Pharifees may

be here underftood, which are cautioned againft as leading
t0 Hypocrify. And fhall, Firft, Say what the Doc-
Ltrines are, and, Secondly, That they lead to H ypocrify.

1. I Jball foow, what thefe Dosirines of the Pharifies
are, 'The Pharifees were by far the moft nume-

rous Seft among the Fews, for they had not only the
Scribes and all the learned Men of the Law of their

Party, but they drew after ‘them “all the Bulk of the

T Common
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common People. Now as the Doctrines held by this
Se&, were very numerous, fo the Time would fail
me to make a particular Mention of them: Befides
it is only neceffary to fpeak of thofe which more
particularly and directly tended to that Hypocrify,
which is by the Caution of our Lord warned againft,
Thefe then we may fay were, 1. Tbeir falfe Equ/z'-
tions of the Law ef God. 2. Tbeir regard to the Tra-
ditions of the Elders and Fathers of the Fewifl Charch,
which they put upon an equal Foot with the written

Law; for both thefe tended to that Hypocrify which
our Lord here taxes them withal, : -

1. We may confider bere their falfe Expofitions of
the Law. And more efpecially of the Moral Law,
or rather the Doftrines which™ were the Fruits

and Effe@s of thefe their falfe Expofitions: When
God gave his Church the Law from Mount Sinal,

He defign’d it for 2 Rule of Life, both toward God
and Man ; but as this Law was comprized in a very
few Words, and contain’d only fummarily in the Pre-
cepts of the Decalogue then given; fo it rieeded Ex-
planation, that the Extent of it (for it was exceeding
broad) might be evident to them, as-a particalar Rul
of their whole Behaviour. Now the Pharifées gooﬁ
ppon them to be the great Expofitors of this Law,
and what a poor, narrow and low Senfé they ‘gdve of
it, is evident by our Saviour’s frequent. Remonftran-
‘ces againft them in thefe Regards, declaring, That
thofe that went no further in the Obfervation of this
Law, than they were taught by the Pharifees, could
never obtain Heaven, Mat, 5. 20. For I Jay anio
<511, that except your Righbteoufnels exceed .the Righte-
cufiizfs of the Scribes and Pharifees, ye fball in no Cafe
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 1. e, Ye Thall néver
obtain Heaven and Happinefs; except your Obedi-
ence ¢xcged that Obedience which the Scribes teach,

. — = L ra—— — - W " — Hﬂl'—- i — A g
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atid they themfelves pratife: For they explain’d the
Law ip fuch a Manner a might indeed be pratifed
by Men ; for their Interpretation of the Law was fo
jejune, that it is plin, their Righteoufnefs was 2

ighteoufnefs of Works, and not of Faith fo that
gf"t,he“ir*Expaﬁ;iﬁqm of the Law, they taughe Juftifi«
cation of Men by the Works of ‘the Law. -

WE an’t befter learn what their Tenets were it
this Regard, than from the Apoftle Paul,. who ‘wag
himfelf a Pharifee, and as he ‘fays of himfelf, PAi.
3 O s touching the Righteoufnefs which i in the
Law, bzg;gzdej:f. 1, e. He was in the Eye of ‘Man, of
. blamelefs Converfation; Men could” not’ tax him,
gc had behay'd himfelf o, confcientioufly: Yet when
he had his Eyes opep, he found there was no fuch
Matter of Confidence for him before God: Thefe
ﬁx’;‘em'al Performances he fdugd,t when in]ightnq*d_‘,
were far fhort of a perfect Obedichce, and therefore
he faw it neceffary to change the Ground ‘and "Foun-
datton of his Confidence, all that he before refted on,
to Cur1sT alone: ‘And it is evident from that whole -
3d Chap. to the Philippians, that the Pharifees refted
upon their Works, éven their Obedience to the Law,
accarding to their Interpretation, as that by which
they fhould obrain Heaven, and therefore he tells us,
in the 7th Verfe, what 2 low efteem he had of all
%s Pharifaica] Righteoufnefs ; But what Things were
Lrginn 1o me, thyfe 1 counted Lofs for Chrift; yea doubt-
lefs, and I counf. all. Things but Lofs, for the Excelléncy
of tbe"'}i'ﬂ&'zeikégé of Chrift fefiis my " Lord; fir whom
I bave fufler’d, the Lofs of -all Thiygs, gnd do count
e but Pung, that I may, wiy Chrift, and be found
n him, not baving on mz};é' own Righteoufirefs awbich is
of the Law, but that awbich is thraugh the Faith- of

Cori, he Righeoof hich 7 of God by
’ B™ - < - Byd
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Bu befides that Expofition of the Law, whereby
they led Men to expet Juftification by their Works,
they refted in their external Performiances without Re-
gard to the Heart, fo that thiere was alfo this fundamental
Defet in their Expofitions of the Law. The Law
doubtlefs extended not only to overt- Ads; but even
to the leaft idle Word, and alfo the fecret Thoughts
and Intentions of the Heart 3 butthe Doctrines of the
Phirifees regarded only the external Behaviour, and
accordingly they were extieamly punétuai in the Gb-
fervation of all Externals, {uch as might be obferv’d
by Men, and hence they regularly paid cheir Tithes,
nof only of greater Things, but of even Mint, Annife
and Cummin, not neglecting the fmalleft Things:
And that they thus infifted upon thefe Externals with-
out Regard to the Motions of the Heart, is evident
from our Saviour’s Cate to teach them, that it was
ot fufficient to obferve what was fald to them of old
Time, as to the Letter only, but that they were to
regard the higher and fpiritual Senfe of it; o #hat
they <were not only not 1o kill, but not o much as to be
angry without a Canfe: Hence alfo He ‘tells them,
that Adultery might be committed iri the Heart, as
well as by the outward A& ; agreable to which He
tells them, 15th Matth, Zbat which cometh out of the .
Heart defleth the Masi. Which Do&rine the Phati-
fees were {0 undcquainted with, ehat they were offend-
ed.—And this their Manner of explaining the Law
was influenced by thofe Traditions, which they had
received to hold.—Which leads me to confider,

2. The Regard the Pharifees bad to the Traditions
of the Elders and Fatbers of the Jewith Church:
which is another Doctrine of the Pharifees, leading
to Hypocrily.—Indeed the great dittingtithing Cha-
racter of this Sect, was their Zeal for the Tradition
of the Elders, which they would derive fromfathe

| me
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fame"Fountain with the written Word it felf, pre.
tending both to be deliverd to Mofes from Mount
Sinaj 5 and therefore they afcribed to both equal Auy.
thority, or rather the Traditionary {wallow'd up the
written L.aw, according to that of our Saviour, 15th
Maith. 6, Ye bave mads the Word of God of sone Ff-
feit by your Tradition. B

Axp thus I have confider’d the Do&rines of the
Pharifees, which we may fuppofe our Lord had here
a peculiar Regard to; and my Bufinels now will be
to thow, * -+ | |

2. That thefe Dofirines led to Hypocrify. So that
tho’ the Pharifees did not teach Hypocrify by Pre-
cept, for this would have been a Contradiftion to
Reafon and Commoan Senfe; yet if the Doétrines
which they taught, and’ Tenets which they held, led
or were naturally conducive to Hypocrify, then fuch
Doctrines (asT faid befare) might well be call’d Hy-

ocrify. - And this was diretly the Cafe, as to theip
Fﬁ]f& Expofitions of the Moral Law, which they gave
their Difciples; For Hypocrify is making a Pretence
by our Actions and outward Appearani:e, to that
Religion which we have notin the Heart: Now, as
we have heard, the Interpretations of the Pharifees
did not extend to any fpiritual Senfe of the Law,
but were confin’d to outward A&s, and fuch Things
as were plainly in the View of Men; fo that accor-
ding to tlI')leir corrupt Gloffes upon the Law, a Man
might be a very good Pharifee and a very good Man,
if he were but blamelefs in his outward Behaviour,
‘Now nothing is more certain than that a very blame.
lefs outward Behaviour may confift with a very falfe
Heart; and yet the Heart is what God looks at,
without which He will reje¢t every Thing elfes Bug

when this wag the Manner of the Fharifees expound-
o B 2 ing
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ing the Law, how natural was it for every Man t&
be contented with that Cloak of Rellglon, wh'lch was
thus prepar’d for him, while he indulg’d all Lufts in
his Heart? For it is much the more difficult Thing to
reform the Heart, and to guard againft mdweﬂlr%
Sin, than to abftain from the oumard A& of fu
sz. as would expofe to the Reproach of the World.

| BuT then again, as every Man has 2 great deal of
Pride in his Heart, which often produces a ‘great deal
of Hypocrify ; {o was this Vice gretly encourage
by the Doftrine of Juftification by their 'Works, ac-
cording to their exact and careful Obfervance of the
Law; wh..,reby they confider’d their Salvation, or the
Power of obtaining 1, as in their own Hands,. and
that when they had performyd the Law, a ccordmg to
their narrow Senfe of Things, they counld not mils of
Happinefs, and &cceprance with God; And {o upon
a Survey of their exact Behaviour in fhowy and ex-
ternal Things, they trufted in their own Righteoul
nefs and defplfed others. And when Pride was thus
encouraged in their Hearts, how nardra] was it for
them to make all the Show and fplendid Appearance
of Religion and Devotion that they could; while
l'.hn.lI' Hearts were not touched with thefe Thlngs ?

MorEovVER, their Dottrine about Tradltton greatly
helped on this Hypocnfy and Falfenefs of the Heart
in Religion: For as true Relmon, and condu&mg
-the Heart and Life, according to a proper Evangeli-
cal Holinefs, fo a5 to obtain Happinefs, is the mofk
difficult Thing in the World, and as all Men a are con-
cerned in this :&Fa*r, fo it is natural for every one
to" endeavour to be happy in as cheap and eafy a
Way as he can; and hentce it is that carnal Men. have
from Time'to ‘Time made fuch Expofitions. of the
Rules of Rellcrloq 35 may | terd to favour their Lufts ;

* an
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and When once thefe are receiv’d as good and gentine
ve Affair will ftill go on, @l 3t 14k the Life of
Religfon will be explain’d away: and fo indeed it
}E:as in Fa&, with the Pharifees, whoth cur bleffed
ord tells plainly, They bad made the Word of ‘God of
wome Effeft, by their Tradifion. By réafon of their
Pretences to a more.nice and regular Oblervation ‘of
the Law, 'atcb’l‘din'g to their Traditions they had
fuper-added to it, they look’d upon themfelves ds
more holy than cther Men, and fepardiéd themfelves
from them ds Sinners and prophane, fo as not to ‘¢€dt
or drink with them s and yet from their Preténces to
Sanctity and a greater Righteoufnefs than othérs, in
the Obfervation of the Law, they drew the cominoh
cople after them, and they had them in highéft
fteem and Veneratioh. This Hypocrify then oiir
[ord frequently chirgeés them with, Becaafe the:
placed the Worfhip of God, and gréar Santity, and
Religion, 'in ‘Ceremonies of humane Invention, and
‘inder a pretended Regard to Purity in Religion, did
‘nothing from 2 pure Refpect to the Glory of God, -
but all to befeen of Men; and alfo becaufe being fo
fuperftitioufly carefdl to dvoid ‘thé outward Pollutions
of the Body, by abftaining from every Thing legally
unclean, and wafhing their Hands when they fear’d
they had thus defiled themlelves, they left that which
was within, vsz. their Hearts, full of Hypocrify and
Iniquity, Uncleannefs, Extortion and Excefs. Now this
being _the State and Condition of their Hearts,. no
“Wonder they were guilty of fuch Erormities as our
Lord taxes them with: For tho’ they endeavour’d
to be very punttual (as we have faid) in- external
“Things, yet this was only to hide.themfelves from
‘Men; for when. they were tempted by any. great
worldly Gain, they eafily brake through the Law of
‘God ; for our Lord fays, They devour’d Widows Hou-
Jes, fa that at the fame Timg that they for 'p}*ék}:;e
- Ihaag
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made long. Prayers, their Hearts went after Covetouf-
nefs: and hence was that Diretion of our Lord to his
Hearers, Matth. 23. beg. The Scribes and Pharifees fit
in Mofes Seat, all therefore that they bid you cbferve,
that obferve aﬂd dg, 1i.e. all'that they teach you from
Mofles: But do not ye after their Works s for they [ay,
ard do not : 1. e, They regard not Mercy and Judg-
ment, and the Love of G:}d So that whatever Pre-
tences of great Devotion were made by thefe Men,
yet they failed in Regard of their Obfervance of the
fubftantial Parts of the Law, and fo their Hypocrify
was not difficult to be difcern’d, and yet fuch is the
Fafcination of high Pretences to Devotion and Reli-
cion, that the People neverthelefs had a great Efteem
for them: And indeed we may have a like Efteem
for any who are exact in Externals, and have ap
high Appearance of Devotion, unlefs we know them
to “be immoral; for we fhould here note, That we
are not to be forward, from the Example of our

Lord, in charging them [ frequently with Hypocrify,

to pronounce Men to be Hypocrites and Pharifees ;
becaufe we have neither that Authority nor Know-

ledge of the Heart, which he had, to vindicate fuch
Rcﬁeé’uons as theie And thus T have confider’d the

Doétrines of the Pharifees, which our Lord might
have a fpecial Regard to.—We praceed to conﬁ*der.

II. Tue Doftrines of the Sadducees.

Trzsk were a fort of Free-Thinkers or Deifts of that
Day ; tho’ they were rather lefs heterodox chan the Deifts
of our Day, in that they acknowledg’d fome Revela-
tion from God. = QOf thefe then Chrilt bids us beware,
as well as of the Pharifees, And as we are here
warn’d of the Dosrines of the Pharifees, a3 we have
confider’d them, fo may it be fuppofed that our Lord

here means that his Difciples fhould take heed of the
Dostrineg
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Dostrines of the Sadducees ; -for as to their Pradtices,
they were rather more juft and righteous than the
Pharifees themfelves, tho’ they made {o much more
Noife about them; but their Principles were moft
pernicious.

As to the Dottrines of the Sadducees then,
we fhall more particularly confider them in - thres
Articles. 1. Their denying Part of the Revelation
of God. 2. The Refurrettion. 4. All Predeftina-
tion whatfoevet,

1. Then we confider the demying of Part of ihe
yevealed Will of God in the Scriplures; as one of thofe
‘Doftrines of the Sadducees, which the Cantion in the
Text guards the Difciples agamfi.

. It is true, the Sadducees were nbt more diftisi-
¢uithed from the Pharifees by, nor more hated of
them for, any Thing, than their -denying all Tradi-
tion, “which was the very fundamental Doétrine of .
Pharifaifm ; but certainly our blefled Saviour cannot
be fuppofed to condemn them for this, fince the very
Reverfe is what he condemns the Pharifees for. But
as they, the Sadducees, denied all Tradition, and held
to the written Word, fo they did not hold it all to
be from God, but deried all the Scriptures but the
‘Five Books of Mpfes, - It is true, there is a diverfity
of Opinions among learned Men as to this Point;
Jome holding that they did not reje& the other Scrip-
tures, but only prefer’d the Five Books of Mpfes to
all the reft; but I think Dr. Prideaus’s Argutnent
tpon the Cafe very ftrong, from the Quotation which
our Lord made to prove the Refurrection to the Sad-
ducees, from the Books of Mofes; for fays he, ¢ See-
“ing there are fo many Texts in the-Prophets and
%¢ Hagiographa, which plainly and-direétly pr;c(we 2
" 8 Tuture
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cc future State, apd. the Refurre&xon &am the Dead,
« no other Reafon can be givep, why Chrift waved
¢ 2] thefe Proofs, and drew his Argument oply by
< Confequence, from what is faid in the Law, byt
 that he knew that they had rejeCted the Prophets
¢ and Hagiographa, and therefore would admit of no
<¢ Argument, byt from the Lawonly.” - Not dogs it
at all deftroy the Dogtor’s Argument, to fay here,
That our Saviour dlq not mention the Arguments
for the Refuprection that might be taken from the

Prophets and Hagiographa, becaufe they, the Saddu-
cees, had a greater Regard to the Book of the Law, than
to thole; for if the reft were owned to come from
God (and without this, they pwn’d nothing .to this
Purpafe) however they prcfmcd the Law to them,
yet the Proofs found in the other Books, are fo ver

full and ftrong to our Saviour’s Purpofe, that we mul{
fuppofe he wonld bhaye had fome Regard to them,
as well as to that Text he quates from the Book, of
the Law : By ufing that. Text then out of thofe Books
which they acknowledg’d 10 be genuine, and to come

from God by Mpfes, he. pus them to Silence. -—Euti
am led here to fay,

}

2. THe Sadducees denied the Refurre&lqn, and
all Angels and Spmts Ai. 23. §. For the Saddz(ceps
1335 that thre is w0 Rqﬁtrreﬁ:qn, neither Angels noy
Spirits. Their Notion was, that there was no {pirt-
tual Being but GOD only, that as to Man, this
World is his all, that Body and Soul dye together,
never o live again, and therefore that there are np
future Rewards or Punithments: they qcknowledged
thac God made this World, and governs it by his
Providence, and ordain’d Rewards and Pumihmengs
for the good Government of the World; but thep
they thought that thefe Rewards and Pumfhmen:s
took phcc in this World only. And thrs impjous

| * Dottrine
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Dolrine is doubtlels one of thofe that ate intended by
our Saviour ih the Words, ‘

3. The Saddicees denied all Manner of Predefiination
whatfoever. And their Dotrine in this Point was,
That God had made Man abfolute Mafter of all his
Aétions, with full Freedom “and "Power to do Goad
or Evil as he fhall choofe, without any Afliftance to
him for the one, ot any Reftraint upon’him as to the
otlier ;- fo that whether Man choofe Good or Evil,
it is wholly from himf{elf, becaufe he hath it" abfo-
lutely in his own Power to do the one and avoid the
other: Ina Word; they were as to thefe Tenets, the
Pelagi:m;‘of that Day, who denied any Help from
God, either of his preventing or affifting Grace, but
that without any fuch Help every Man hath in him-
{elf full Power, to avoid all the Evil, which the
T.aw-of God forbids, and to do all the Good which i¢
commands. And thus I have confider’d the Doc-
trines of the Sadducess.—So we have thewn what that
Leaven of the Pharifees and of the Sadducees is which
i1s here caution’d againft. - And thus I have finith’d
the firlt Thing I propofed; to confider the Mattex
of the Caution in the Words. 1 proceed,

(2.) D0 confider the Manner of the Caution bere pi-
ven 3 exprefs’d in thofe Words "0p«Te, mposexels: The
fitft ‘of which Words is ufed to exprefs our be-
holding any Thing with our bodily Eyes, but often
to regard any Thing attentively with our Minds, and
is well render’d by our Englifh Expreflion, Lok 1o it,
and agreably our Verfion well turns it, Také beed,
The other Word is yet ftronger, and fignifies to re-
pard any ‘Thing with a fingular Attention of Mind
Both-of them-then being ufed here, mtimates a ftrong
Charge given to the Difciples that they fhould b
very~siccumipect, .with Regard 0 the Dottrine or

SR C Leaven
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Leaven of the Pharifees and the:Sadducees 3 that they
are of fuch a poifonous and noxious Influence, that
they cant be too much aware of them; Take bead
and beware. of the Leaven of the Pharifees and of the
Sadducees. And thus I have done with the firft
Thing I propofed to confider, #be Caution which is
here given by our Lord.— And proceed to confider, .

2.1 To whom ibis Caution is given. 'This we
find 1o the Verfe immediately preceeding the Text,
And when the Difciples were come to the other Side,
Fefus faid -unto them, Take heed and beware, &c, So
then the Caution was given to his Diiciples, 1. e. to
the Twelve ; thofe whom he defign’d to {end forth
as the Preachers of the everlafting Gofpel, to inftruét
the World in the Doctrines of Chriftianity 3 thofe to
whom he afterwards gave that Commuffion and Pro-
mife, Matth. 28. 19, 20.. Go ye aud Difciple all Na-
tions, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, the
Son and the Holy Ghoff: Teacting them 1o obferve all
Things whatfoever I bave commanded you. Andlo! I
am with you alway, ever to the End of the World,
This Charge then, that they fhould teke beed and be-
aware of the Leaven of the Pharifees and of the Sadducees,
is not given to them as Apoltles, and 1n their extraor-
dinary Capacity, but as they were Minifters of the
Gofpel of CrrisT ; for that certainly the Minifters
of Jesus CHRrIsT are to take heed and beware of
the {preading of thele falfe Doctrines to the End of the
World 5 they are always to take heed and beware
of them, as tending to obftruct the Progrefs of the
Gofpel in the Hearts of Men, and the. utter Over-
throw and Deftru@tion of Chriftianity. And thus I
have at length finifh’d the firft general Head 1

propofed; wiz. To give a large Explanation of the
Words, I proceed now,

fi

it %
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TL. To fhew that the Cantion given by ouy Savioys
i the Werds, is appafite to- the prefent Ociafion,

+ You have thought fit, my Fathers and Brethren,
to make Choice of me- -(tho’ -greatly unworthy)- to
give you this Day a Word of Exhortation, a$ you:
are Minifters of the everlafting” Gofpel of Curysp g
in which Cafe, it 15 doubtlefs highly proper that 1.
infift upon the Care and Vigilance which is to be ex-
ercifed by you, in behalf of our commor Lord and-
Mafter, and the Souls given youin Charge. To you:
then 1s this Word of Exhortation {ent this Day, Tafe-
beed and beware of the Leaven of the Pharifees and of thy
Sadducess, Take:heed and beware of thofer Tenets
and - Do&trines which are pernicious and deftru&ive
to- the Defign of the Gofpel-Miniftry : And in Con.
fideration of the prefent State of Things, as to Reli-
gion, ‘both in our Nation and here with our felves, |
cannot but think the Caution given in: the' Text,
highly- proper for your Confideration, |

- Tug -Doltrines of the Sadducees, all of them; arg
not (I fuppofe) avouch’d by any at this Day; yet
are there thole that favour fome Part of their Doc- -
trines, and fome other Tenets fimilar to them, which
are not a whit lefs ‘deftru@ive to the Souls of Meny
fuch are the Deiffs and Free Thinkers of the prefent
Age, who pretend to difhelieve all' Revelationfrom
God: Of thefe, how many faever are to be found in
our Nation, I-hope there are few in our Land; yeg
as- it is much to be’ feared, that there are fome, they
are then to be guarded againft, with the higheft Cay-
tion. This fort of Men, being beat out of the Ip-
trenchments of Atheim, and convinced of the Being
of-a GOD, pretend to believe a State of Rewards
and: Punifhments in another Lifes but then as they
difbeligve the Gofpel, and blafpheme that holy Name,

C 2  than
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than which zhere #5 none other -under Heaven given
among Men, wherehy we mufl ke faved, they are ne-
ceffarily as far from Salvation, as the Alheifts them-
felves. Thefe alfo according their . Priciples, muit
with the old Saddueces deny the Refureflion: Bor,
as they regard natural Religion only, fo Nature;
knows nothiag of the Refurreftion, ner can we have
any Relief of it, but as revealed from GOL). And
ypon the fame Bottom, they cannot admit of any:.
Predefiination and Eledion 1o Eterpal Lite 3 but muft,
as the Sadducees did, fuppofe 2 Man to have full
Power in himfelf, to procure to himfelf all the Hap-:
pinefs which he hopes for.— Since then-there are this,
{ort of Men 1n the Chriftian World ; {ince it 1s much,
tq be fear’d, that there are Endeavours to {pread this
T eaven in our Land ; fince thefe Dolrines are abfo.
lutely deitructive to the Souls of Men; the Caution
of our Lord in the Text, muft be appofite tp the
Occafion of this Day.— Bur then much more-are- we
here to confider Szdducifm 1 another View, to which
the Caution is appofite, viz. as to that Infidelity,
which (together with a mixture of great Enthufialm)
overfers the Foundations of the Golpel, by denying
the Mediation of Curist, and deltroys the very
Effence of the Gofpel-Covenant; I mean the worlt
Part of Sgeintanifm, which 1s {o rife among the SefZa-,
rizs in many Parts of our Land. But this I now pals,
becaufe I thall {peak more of it by and by.

Acarty, It is evident from the Planfatim of the .
2vefent Day, that the Cantion in our- Text is feafonable.
o7 1his Qceafion.—Indeed as to that Part of Pharifaifm,
the Awtachment to the Traditions and Opinions of
any Fathers of the Church whatfoever, to the weak.
ning cur Arrachment untp the Scripture-Rule of Doc-. .
trine, which many Churches in the World may. be. .
taed with, 1 fhall fay the lefs, becaufe I think the..

| | | Churches
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Churches of  New-England are built upon’ the Founda-:
tion :of the Apoftles and -Prophets, fESUS*CGCHRIST
bimfelf. being the chief Corner-Stone. And tho’ anAr-
gument againft Innovations 'of any kind, taken from
the Principles and Practices of our Fathers, who'laid
the Foundations of thefe Churches (as when you fet
before the People their Leirning, their Purity of
Doctride and Manners, and their Zeal for the Glory
of CHrR1sT) may be a good and proper Argurhent
with, and :may-be regarded by, fuch @s have neither.
Leifure nor Ability. t0. examine " the ‘Foundation of
Things: Yet as the fame  Argument 15 ufed by the
Bapifts, to-confirm.their People in theit Supérftitions,’
and as fuchis no rational Argument, therefore are' we
not to reft any Controverfial Point upon the Auitho-
rity. of our Fathers, but upon the Word of GOD.—
However, as it'is a ‘moft evident Truth, that our
Fathers who fettled thefe'Churches of CurisT, ‘were:
Men. of Learning, ‘and holinefs of Life, and of an
excellent Spirit, nothing can be  more unreafonable:
than for any to go off from their Tenets of Doctrine’ .
or. Difcipline, till they have firft' examined and con-
fylted what They:have to fay in thefe Things. ' And
tho’ we are to call no Man on Earth Mafler, and are
always to make that Inquiry, What faith the Scrip-
tyre? Yet.when we with Care and Diligence and
an 1npartial Regard to Truth, confult the Writings :
of the firft Fathers of thele “Churches, and compire
them with the Law and the Teftimony, doubtlefs
we fhall find that 1n moft ‘Things, and efpecially in
all which are by any accounted to be Fundamental,
they have {poken .as becomes the Oracles of GOD.

Bur then as to that Article of the Pharifaifm of
the prefent. Day, viz. the giving fuch a Turn to the
Dottrines of the Gofpel, as tends to take off our ab-

{b{g;r; Depengance upon the Righicoufnefs of CHRIST,
o | angd
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and lead us to- any good Thought of our felves, ‘and
as to any of our own Works, whereby we fhall feek
Juftification by the Law, you are doubtlefs highly
concern’d. to receive the Caution of our Lord in the
Text, The Heart of Man is naturally fo baugbty,
that .he: fcorns to be oblig’d. to another for what he
can do himielf, nor fhall we give to CrRrisT the
Glory of our Salvation, f we have any fuch
Value for our own Righteoufnefs. Befides, #be. Heard:
#s deceitful above all Things; and how many ferioug
Chriftians: will tell us, that upon.a fober. Self- Exami-.
nation, they really found- they had much trufted and
depended upon. their Works, nor had that entire
and abfolute Dependance upon the Righteoufnefs: of
CHRisT, that they flatter’d themlielves with.—The.
Do&rine of the Righteoufnels of CurisT alone en-
tirely anfwering all the Demands of the Law, making;
full Satisfaction for our Sin,. procuring Pardon for us,
and the fantifying Influences of the holy Spirity is
doubtlefs 2 fundamental Doctrine of the Gofpel: And
therefore thofe Doltrines that are preached for Gofpel,
which in the leaft Regard t2ke us off from a Depen-
dance upon the Righteoufnefs of Cur1sT, they are
deftrufive o the Souls of Men. For as the Way.
of Salvation of loft Man, was inveftigated with an
high Regard to the Glory of .the Divine Attributes,
{o is there- 2 moft wonderful Difplay to us efpeci-
ally of the divine Grace: And therefore are you to
be always jealous. for the Doctrines of Grace, that
they be not impugn’d by fuch as call themfelves Mi..
nifters of the Gofpel of Chrift 5. and tho® I hope there
1s not that ground for Fear in this regard which fome:
Imagine, yet to be jealous with a godly Jealoufy, for
the glory. of the divine Grace, is:fafe ; nor to.be- faul-
ted, uplels fuch Jealoufy fo burn and.rage,.as.rafhly
to impute the contrary Do€trines or Tenets to thole
who by no means avow them,

-é_g' 4#”: ;
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Again, There is another Article of Pharifaifin,
which the Caution in the “T'ext certainly has Regard

to, and that is an bigh pretence to Devition, -which
is not anfwer’d by the Life and Converfation. And
this, I believe, is.fo appofite to the Occafion of this

Day, that :we have more. Reafon to fear this kind of
it, than any other. We have heard that the Hypo-
crify of the Pharife¢s is here.more particularly intend-
ed in this Caution, True, it i1s faid (as I obferved)
the Difciples found, that it was the Dofrine of the
Pharifées, which. our Saviour intended as leading to
this Hypoerify : But, let what would lead to it, cer-
tainly Hypocrify itfelf was the Thing,: the great
Thing, - that .our Lord would have his Difciples take
heed and beware of. It is the Hypocrify of the Day
then, which we are now to guard againft, - And
this, alas! how evident 1s it to any Man, that will
not be dazzled and blinded with -the Glitter-of a zea-
lous outward Profeffion ¢

Tuis our Land was firft planted by an excellent -
Set of Men, both Minifters and People; who not
only made an high Profeffion, and great Pretenfions to
Religion, but alfo honour’d that Profeffion, by true
Religion, and a fervent Devotion, proved to-all Men
by thelr exemplary Lives, But,alas! -bow is the Gold
become dim, and the moft fine Gold changed 2 We have
lof# our firft Leve: And tho’ Religion is fill -in Fa-
fhion with us, yet it’s evident, that.the Power of it
s greatly decayed.—Indeed thofe 1wo piows and valn-
able Men of GOD,: who. have been -lately lnbouring
more abundantly among us, have been greatly inftru-
mental in the Hands of GOD, to' revive this-blefled
Work 5 .and many, no. doubt, have been favingly
converted from the Error of their Ways, many more
have been convited, and. all have been i1 fome Mea-
fure rouzed from their Lethargy,. But the Power of
L | ~ Religion
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Religion had been greatly weakned; “and hath “for 2

long “Time beern too much: in Show- and Proﬁ:ﬂiuh
only : This 1s evident from the Lives and ‘Coriverfa-
tions of thofe that neverthelefs make a full Profeffion,
They are conftant perhaps in their Family- Devotions,
fhew an high Regard for the Sabbath, diligently at-
tend on the pubhc Worfhip, and come up to all the
Ordinances of Religion; and fo far they appear to
be Saints: But confider them in the Affairs of Civil
Life, and you cannot diftinguifh théim from thofe that
make no Profeffion: at'all ; ; nay, you cafinot diftin-
ouith fome of them from' very Heatlien, unlefs it be
by their worfe Morals. Nay, {ome feem to ‘make
their extraordinary Profeffion, only to cloak and hide
themfelves from Sufpicion, that they - might - more
effeCtually deceive fuch -as they deal with. And this
appears in their having no Reégard to their Woid and
Promifes 5 in their Falﬂmod as to their Merchandizé
and Sale of Things, giving fuch a Chara&er of them
as they by no Means deferve, thereby to over-reach
an ignorant Chapman: Whereby it is evident, that
nomlthﬁandmn' their high Profeffion, - Mammon s
heir God, and they mitid earthly Things: * By fuch
Men we are made to ftink in-the Noﬁrlls of the
People of other Countries ; who, tho’ they make no
Profeflion like “ours, yet are maily .of them much
honefter in their Dealings, and may be much morg
{afely trufted than we. : And -this holds not only -as
to thofe that are concern’d in Trade with other Coun
tries and People ; but it is fo among thofe who call
themfelves very good Cliriftians, in all our “Towns, 1n
Dealing and Commerce one with another, even i
{maller Things. If they abftain from Drunkennefs;
Theft and Fornication, and the like open and {canda-
lous Crimes, neverthelefs they look upon Idlenefs,
their falfenefs to their Word and Promife,- their want
of Brorherly Lave- (evident by their quarrelfoime,
litigiong
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hitigious Difpofition, and Law-Suits without number)
their Malice, Revenge, and Evil-{peaking, their_Ex...
tortion, their private Cheats, and_their fecret Cove=
toufnefs, and defrauding both GOD and the Poot of
their Dues, to {upport their own Pride aid Vanity ; {
fay, they feem to look upon thefe Things as litde
and trivial Things.

Tauis kind of Pharifaifm then, as it i§ ‘greatly
chargeable on the prefent Day, fo 13 not this what
you dre. to take heed and beware of in the Station
which GOD hath placed you in? There aré no Laws
can be made by the: Civil Magiftrate againft any
(fearce) of thefe Things. The Sanctions of theie
Laws will fignify little, as to the Pride and Vanity
of Men: They can’c pqni_{h Covetoﬁfnefg, nor the
malicious and revengeful Tempers of Menj§ nay,
fome of the moft palpable Cheats are oftentimes fo
manag’d, as'to elude all the Laws that éan poffibly
be provided againft them.

Tuese Things then (my Fathérs and Brethren)
lie peculiarly in your Province to reprove, and endea-
vour to convince the Minds and Confeiences of all
fuch nominal Chiiftians, that their moft diligent Per-
formance of the Externals of Religiqn, without a ftrict
Regard to their moral Condu®t; s but downright
Pharifaifin and Hypocrify, and that shey fball in ns
Cafz enter into ibe Kingdom of Heaven,

~ Taus I have gone glirough the fecond general
Head I propofed; To fhow that the Caution here
urg’d is appofite to the Occalion of this Daj. And
1 am now in the laft Plate, ‘ | |

b 1L, To make o full Applicatios of ther——And
¢re | | |
il Bt . - 1. Henee
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t. Hence we learn what thofe Things are, iobich
in Pyrjuance of the Caution in our Text, we are’ ihis
Day 40 take beed and beware of —We have faid, that
fome of the Doftrines of the Pharifees and of the Sads
ducezs, or thofe ‘which are fimilar to them, are {G
much in Repute in the prefent Generation, as makes

the Caution in the Text appofite -to the Occalton of
this Day. N |

ALt {uch Doétrines then as lead us to feek Juftis
fication by our Works, or at all fo depend upon our
own Richteoufnefs; fuch as tend to diminith the
Glory of divine Grace in the Salvation of Man, and
therefore tend alfo to the weakning the Power of
Religion ; thefe are to be diligently guarded againft,
—But then as we are thus to beware of Arminianifin
on the one Hand, fo we are on the other Hand to
beware of Antsnomianifm, which thofe feem to favour,
that with all their Orthodoxy with refpect to the
Doétrines of Grace, and Exaftnefs in the Externals

of Worlhip, take lLittle Care of their moral Beha-
viour in Life. i |

Acair, 1f we are to guard againft Arminians
end Antinomians, much more are we to guard againft
thofe who are tainted with the Doftrines of Arius g
who tho’ they call themfelves Cbriftians, are not
worthy of the Name, while they endeavour to rob
CurisT of his Divinity, and fet him at an infinite
Diftance below the divine Nature, Thefe. Hereticks
then, tho’ they are not included in the Pharifaifiz
which our Lord cautions us againft 1n the Text; yet
1 here mention, as by an Argument 4 Minori,

Acain, Befides thefe, we are to. iake heed and
bescare of ihe Leaven of the Pharifees, which is Hypos
¢rify, that is, of the Effefls af thefe pharifaical Doc<

W ey g el gt T
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¢rines,.as we have already mention’d them, viz, That
Contradiction to all the Rules of moral Life, which
thofe allow themfelves in, who neverthelefs pretend
fo a great dea] of Religion and Devotion, - However
il and unfound Principles in Divinity may lead to -
Hypocrify and a Diffolution of Manners, this that I
fpeak of, is the Thing itfelf, which is the Effet of
tE’efe Principles. And as thofe who hold fuch Prin-
tiples, are erroneotis inytherr Underftandings, whereby
they are in Danger of wandering from the Path of
Life; . fo thefe I now fpeak of, are erroneous in
Heart and Life, and  of all that we have mention’d,
have the leaft Ground for Hope of the Mercy of
GOD.. Thefe then are Things you are to take heed
and.beware of, as Minifters of Jesus CHrisT,

Acain, There are the Do&trines of the Sadducees,
which you are to, take heed and. beware of.— As,
the Deifm of -the prefent Day ; this kind of Infidelity
which is fo rife in.our Nation, and indeed in feveral
others that are called Chriftian, is greatly to be be- .
wiiled, and the greateft Care taken by the Watchmen
of GOD, that the Leaven of it do not diffufe it felf
among us: for that it is as tryly deftruttive of 3}
Religion as Aheifm itdelf.

~ Anp very little lefs fo are the Errors of Socinus,

which may well be rank’d under the Head of Saddy-
¢ifins in that the Men of this Way rejett the Reve-
Jations of. the Gofpel, at the fame Time ‘they pretend
to believe fomething of them, For while they affert,
That CarisT was 32 meer Mans That he had ng
Exiftence before he was born of the Virginy That
what he did, was not to give Satisfaction to GOD for
Sin, but only to give Men a Patiern- of heroic Vers
tue, and to feal his Dolrines by his Death; Whilg
Qriginal. §in, Grace, and Predeftination pafs with
‘ D3 them
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them for meer Chimeras, the Sacramepts are eﬁeem’d
empty Ceremonies, and they alfo deny the Immenfity
of GO and his Qmanifcience, for they allow him
not the Knowledge of Contingencies; I fay, while
thefe and ‘many more grofs Herefies are held by
them, they undermine the very Bottom and Founda.
tion of the Religion of Jesus, the Son of GOD,
and are therefore in Dmﬂer of Hell-fire.—But 1

pafs to fay,

2. LT us then attend to and receive the Caution
of our Lord this Day, Take Heed and beware of the
Leaver: of the Pharifees and of the Sadducees,— But
now (1.) With refpe@t to whom are you to beware ?

and (2.) How are you t0 bcwarc? What is the Cay-
tion to be uled ?

Fith refpect to Whom are you 1o beware?
.&nd here ¥ fay (1.) Doubtlefs with refpe& to Your
felves, (2.) With refpeét to the Churches of CHRIsT
in’ general, through the Land. And (3.) With re-

fpect o the parucular Flocks committed ta your
Charﬂ'e |

204 are ﬁrﬂ of all to beware doubtlels with
re f*#ﬁ 1 20ur flves,.——You are to {ee that your
Prmc:p les be agreable to the Word of GOD; that

yoa abhor all ‘thofe “Tenets, which tend to fprrltual
Pnde and Hypoml’y —Yau are alfo 1o take Heed
{0 your Beba'vtazzr in Lifé, and while you prcach to
others, while you exhort others to beware of Hypn-.
ctify, to fee that you allow not your “felves 1 in any
Praticés cantrary to the Dotrines you preach. For
I dcubr not, that Deifm ancI all other kinds of Infidé-
lity owe their lec., morc 50 the bad Lwes of - r.hq _
Clercry, than 0 any other €aufe whadoever. It
grcazly kehoves” you-then, that "you be Examples I

{be
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the Believers, in Word, in Copverfation, in Charity, in
Spirit, in Faith, jn Purify: that ye may be able to
give that Exhortation to the People (Phi, 3. 17.)
Be ye Followers together of us, and-mark (i. e. obferve
for your Imitation) them which walk fo, as ye bave
us for an Enfample. We may preach (my Fathers
and Brethren) till we are worn out with Labour, and
to the Deftruétion of our Health and Life; and yet
if our Converfation agnd Practice are not anfwerable
to fuch 3 Zeal, we fhall by our ill Example do more
Hurt, than ever we have done Good, We had need
then be ipfinitely careful of oyr Lives, that they be
conform’d to the Example of the.blefled Jesvs, who
as he could not be charg’d with Sin, fo be went about
doing good. Confider, We may fhew much Zeal in
the Service of oyr Mafter, and perhast_ by the Sove-
reign Grace of GOD, be nftrumental to the helping
on others in the Way of Salvation, and yet never
obtain it our felves, Let then that Deftruction from
GOD be a Terror to us; Matth, 4. 22, 23. Many
will fay unto me in that Day, Lord, Lord, bave we
not prophefied in thy Name, and in thy Name caft out
Devils, gnd in thy Name done many wonderful Works 2
And then will 1 profefs unto them, I never kngw you,
depart from me ye that work Iniquity. |

2, You are to take Heed and beware with re-
fpeCt to the Churches of GOD in general. Not thag
You fhould be Bufy-bodies in other Men's matters;
or, as the original Word (in the Place I here refer
to) much begter fuits the prefent Cafe, That ye (hould
ot be mMnr'pmqfnym;, V{high 1S ﬁﬁ&ly’, that y¢
fhould not play the Bifhop in another' Man’s Charge ;
that ye pretend not to the Government ®f other
Men’s Confciences, nor endeavour to over-rule the
Altjons - of other Churches; which has fometimes.
ghrough a mifguided Zeal been the Cafe; Bue l;llm
3 AL
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here, more efpecially, the Care and Caution which i3
t6 be ufed by you, with refpe to thofe whom you
ardam, and are Inftruments of fetting up, a§ Mini-
frérs of the Gofpel in other Churches ; hat you lay
a6t yoir Hands ﬁzddenly #pon them, nor till you have

fatisfied your felves, that (in a’ Jutgment of Chrity)
they afe Men of true Religion, firft guarding as td

the Hesrt; and then as to thé Hedd, that théy be
Men of found and orthodox Prmc1ples in Rehglon 5
who will be likely to feed the Souls you commit’ to
their Charge, with wholfome nourithing Food. I
inéan not, that you fhould be over-zealous for their
falling in with every nice and miniite Diftinction, you
may have in your Schéme of Thlngs, which are per-
haps no ways heceflary to guard the Dottines of the
Gofpel, For it 1s this Endedvour to bring -every
Man to our own particulaf Scantling, that tends to
praduce Anger and Wrath, and o much S&paratmn
from one another. But I mean riéverthelefs, that you
thould fatisfy your felves, that they be fuch as will
take Care to deliver the Dotrines of Grace to’ their
People, atcording to the profefs’d Principles of our
Churches; whereby the Pharifaical Dotrines, which

we have fpoken of, fhall be in no Danggr of Growth
and- Increafe among us.

i

But then alfo with refpe& to the Churches of
GOD ih general, you are to tike Heed of the Doc-
trities of the Sadducees; that Iufidelity be dilcouraged :
That you guard againlt that Sadduiifin, in ‘2 great
Difbelief of the Oracles of GOD, and thofe Errors
of Sociuiazifm, as we have touch?d at them, which are
fo much nourifi’d by many in the Inﬁdel Parts of
bufr Land. For there are thofe that call therf{elves
Chriftians, in many, efpecially the Soathern Parts of
our.Land, thar are little better than Heatbén, as 1

the Do&rmf:s and Teuets they profefs to hald, WEIIQ
| they
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ey difregard and difbelieve the fubftaritial Parts of
the Gofpel, and pretending to walk by The Ligh
awithin, are perifbing without Vifion, being wrap'd in
Egyptian Darknefs. In order to take heed and be-
ware of thefe, we are to do every Thing in oup
Power, that the Golpel in all its Purity may be
preach’d among them: And in ordet to this it is ne-
ceffary, that we be ready to conttibute of our Sub-
ftance to the Support of luch as are willing to labour
in this Work.. ‘Now this being the main End of
the pious Contributions of this Day, let me fay, That
whatever Zeal we fhow againft modern Sadducifm,
yet if we are not willing to contribute liberally of our
Subftance, that fuch Infidels may be brought to enjoy
the pure Difpenfation of the Gofpel, we can’t be faid
to zake beed as we ought, and to beware of the Lea-
wen of the Sadducees: And on the other Hand, if we
this Day from a fincere Regard to the Gofpel of
Curist make our Offerings to GOD, we may be
fure, they fhall be {uch fpiritual Sacrifices, as will be

of & fweet-/melling Savour in the Nofirils of GOD, by |
FESUS CHRIST our Lord.—But then,

3. THE Caution in the Text is more efpecially to
be exercifed by you with regard to your particular
Flocks.~—As you have thefe Flocks of GOD commit-
ted to your Charge, fo the great Shepherd expeds,
That you lead them in the right Way; That you
keep them from wandring from the Path of Life;
That you caufe them to lie down in green Paftures,
whence they may receive true Ipiritual Nourithment,
and be fat and flourifhing s That you lead them be-
fide the ftll Waters, wherewith their Souls fhall b
refrefh’d, which fhall increafe their Appetite to the
Waters of Life, and the Rivers of Pleafure which
flow at the Right Hand of GOD for evermore,—
Thicwas the firft Inquiry, With refpet w0 whom are
you t¢ beware ? I proceed to fay, :

&t %
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2. How you muft beware; what is the Caution;
which is to be exercifed in this Regard. Now as$ ta
the Manner how you fhould beware as to your felves,
and the Churches of CurisT in general, I have an-
ticipated myfelf, and have. faid enough under the for-
mer Hesds.—1¥ fhall therefore only fay here how you
inuft beware, and what Caution you are to take, as to
the - particular Churches committed to' yodr Care and
Charge.—Firft then, you are to fearch the State of
your Flocks, Secondly, To ufe ail poffible Endea-
vours to guard and feduce them, -

1. You fhould doubtlefs fearch into the State of your
Flocks.—This is the firft Thing you havetodo, in the
Exercile of that Caution you.are to ufe with refpect
to them. The Search for this Leaven fhould be dili-
gent, not to be exceeded even by the diligent Search
made by the modern Fews for Leaven in their Hou-
fes before their Pafloever. Every Minifter certainly
ought to endeavour that he may know the Condition
of his Flock in fpiritial Regards, what are the pre-
valing Sins or Errors among them, and what their
Tempzations. |

Ao, here it is the Duty of a Minifter (doubtlefs)
to guard his Flock againft all Herefies 5 That he par-
ticularly take Care as to any the firft. Motions of
Infidelity and modern Szdducifm, which will abfolute-
y {ubvert the whole Defign of his Miniftry ; and as well
alfo of Ariaisifm and Socinianifm : But then he s like-
wife to guard againft.the Leaven. of the Pharifes,
in the high Opinion'which. Men are apt to have of
their own Works, and which greatly clogs and impedes
the Gofpel in its Progrefs in the Hearts of Men.
Thus are you to {earch the. State of your Flocks, as
«ithful Paftors, . 77 7, T 07 U0

| No®

il % Alerw -
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-~ Nor do I in this'Advice and Dire&ion aét a8 the
Pharifées of old, ‘who laid beavy Burdens on Men's
Shoulders, but touched them not with orie of their Fin-
gers: For it doubtlefs becomes me; in the public
Station I hold; to inake Exarhination as to the State
of Things in thefe Relpedts, in the School of the Pro-
phets : For that from thence proteed thofe Streams,
which we troft will make glad the City of God s but
if the Fountain be cortupt; the Streams will doubtlefs
be foul and impure. Wherefore I am glad I can from
iy own Eximination of Things, aflure this venera-
ble Audience this Day, That that Society hath not defer-
ved the Afpetfions, whi¢h have of late been made up-
on it, either as to the Principles there prevalént, or the
Books there read : and tho® fuch as have given out 2
difadvantageous Report of usy in thefe Refpe&s, I
doubt not have done it in a godly Jealoufy for the
Churches of Chrift, which ate fupply’d from usy yet
g:;iel’fed be God) they are at leaft miftaken herein s
or has that Society been in fo happy a State as to
thefe Things, from the Time that I firft was acquain-
ted with the Principles " there, which muft be allow’d
to'be ‘the Space of four or five and thirty Years at
leaft, as it is at this Day. But I proceed.— |
- Tur Minfter of the Gofpel 15 to fearch his partl-
cular Flock; as to- Pharifai/m in the other Senfe, in
which we faid it was to be confider’d; That Mer:
deceive not themfelves by a full Profeffion and high
Pretences to Religion and Devotion : Exaniining;
whether Religion ‘prevail in the Power of it upon.
their Hearts, as well asis vifibly own’d by them in their:
external Attendance upon Ordinances. And not only:
i¢ he to be careful in vifiting the fick in Body, but.
fuch too as are fpiritually fick and weak : That hey’
endeavour to rouze Sinners out of their Security,.
comfort the forrowful, and carefully diftinguith be-
- sween thofe Troubles that arife from 2 proper fpiritual.
v X Concern,

-
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Concerny and fuch as are but the Effeét of a Diforder
of animal Spirits, and proceed only from a diftem-
perd Body : That when he finds any of his Flock

properly under the Terrors of the Law of GOD, he
gake all poffible Care to guide them; and lead them

o Curist; That he be careful, as not to comfort
them too foon, fo to beware according to -the natural
Pifpofition of their Minds, that he warn againft de-
fpairing of the Mercy of GOD, and urge to a patient
waiting for the Joy of his Salvation.—He muft take
€are alfo, that he rejoice with them that rejoices and
when thofe who have been in Darknefs, have the
Eight of GOD’s Countenance lifted up upon them,
that be affift them to regulate their Joy: That he in<
firsct them; that the beft Proof of their proper joying
in the Lorp, 1s their ftronger Attachment to the
Rules of holy living 5 that this fhould be their Re-
joicing, even the Teftimony of their Confciences for
them; in all ther firiCteft Examinations, that they
have at Beart the Honour of God, as well as the Geood
of all their Fellow-Creatures; herein exercifing them-
felves always to keep Confeiences void of Offence toward
God and toward Man. They muft be told, their Re-
foicing fhould be this, the Teftimony of their Confeiences,
that in Simplicity and godly Sincerity they bave their Con-
erfation in the World, For this is a better Foundas
tion for their Rejoicing, than any fudden Flathes of
Light that may break in upon the Mind: Not bug
that the Saint rmay feel, this very fenfibly, and it i
a Foy wnfpeakable arnd full of Glory: Yer fill: I fay,
_the beft Proof, even to a Man’s felf, that this INlumi-
nation is a Work of the Spirit of God, is a Confciouf-
nefs that he 1s more watchful unto Prayer, that he is
more moriified to the World, and that his Defires
are more.and more enlarg’d after {piritual Bleffings and
heavenly Things ‘in Chrift Jefus. For I look upon

it as an undoubted Truth, That the Fruits of Satica
| fification
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Vification are the beft Evidences of onr Fuftification,
And as it is the beft Proof to a Man’s {clf, fo it ig
the only Proof to others; For let 2 Man talk pever
fo much of Joy-and rejowcing in GOD, and being
filled. with the higheft Tranfports of Delight, yet if
it be'eyident that he is the fame Man he was before,
or in 3 Word. is not a more watchful Chriftian, we
have Reafon to fear, he decetveth himfelf, — Bug
then,

2. You:are not ‘only to fearch and know the State
of your Flacks, dut to ufe all poffible Endeavours, bot;
to guard and reduce them.—This 1s the next Thing to
be dope with refpet to the Caution to be exercifed
But thep thefe Endeavoyrs are o be ufed both pri-
vately and publickly.

(1.) Privately, in two Ways.

1. A wﬁﬁ: and prydent Ue of private Arguings and
Warnings 15 to be attempted, with thofe who are out of
the Way, and to guard ibofe who may be in Danger.—
As to the Advantage of a Minifter’s private Admo-
mtjons in thefe Refpelts, it muft depend upon his
Wifdom and Prudence: And as thofe who are natg-
rally wife and prudent, and underftand Men, as well
as Books, will not need fo much Direftion in this
Cafe, fo to a Man that is naturally jmprudent and
unwife, all the Rules of Prudence in the World will
fignify very little, Therefore I fhall only fay here,
That in our Talk wich thofe, we adminifter any pri-
vate Admonitions to, We are to beware of irritating”
their Paflions; choofe fit Times of fpeaking y and
endeavoyr to evidence it to them, that all we fay
proceeds from a fincere Love and Regard to theje
Soulst And then no Man who is not a fordid brutifly
vcorner, can beangry with us,— But | proceed tofay,

2. Besipes all this prudeng Care in private Warpe
ings, yoy muft be much in Prayer to GO for yoyr
Flocks. Geale not DayEnor Night to prefent them

2 to
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to the great Shepherd and Bithop of Souls; pleading
with him, That as he hath purchafed them with his
Blood, He would take a pecualiar Care of them ; That
he would teach yon to Jead and guide them, free from
all Errors and Wandrings from the Path of Life
That not one of them be loft by your Neglect; That
He would affift you to feed them with Food conve-
pient for them; That they may be filled with the
Knowledge of his Will in all Wifdom and {piritual
Underftanding, that they may be fruitful in. every
good Work, and increafing in the Knowledge of
GOD.—Which leads me to fay, ‘
(2.) The great Truths and Doirines of the Gojfpel
are in your Sermons to be pre['d upon your Hearers :
and thus are you to endeavour .to guard and reduce
them in a public Way.—Thofe Truths (I fay) are tq
be prefs’d upon them, which are properly Evangeli-
¢cal, whether they be prafltical or more {peculative, .
- Tbe prafical Truths of the Gofpel are to be urged
tben uipon your Hearers. For if we would not bere-
proach!d as Antinomians, we muft preach Morality s
that Is tp fay, the abfolute Obligatian, which everﬁ
one pretending to Chriftianity is under, to have a ftrit:
Regard to his moral Conduét in the World, to the
Practice of Temperance, and -Juitice, and Charity,
and the like. But then we are to take heed to enforce
thefe Dutles by the Motives and Arguments of the
Gofpel, as our Saviour himfelf did; For atherwife
they will fignify nothing to the Chriftian; and the
‘Weorks of the heathen Moralifts, fuch as Sewece and
Zypifictys, will be as goad Divinity.  And here I can-.
not better clofe the Direction under this Head, than
in the Words of the excellent Mr. Jeunings, in his.
Two Difcourles (Of preaching CHRIST, &c.) lately.
reprinted among ps. T

““ Some (fays he) having npt arrivid at the Relith.
°* for the DofZrigies of Grace themielves, fupprefs them

- . B in
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# in their Preachmg, and- are altotrether on Mamlz{y 3
<. enforcing it with no Motives of ‘thé Gofpel, except
* fome of thofe addrefs’d to Fear. Thele, -if-they
¢ are Mafters of much Fire, ‘may convince fome'
¢ but it fares ‘with moft of their' Convidts, as with
““ the Man in the Parable, out of whom- the Uncleg
¢ $pirit - went for a while, but finding his Houfe
“ empty, return’d ‘with feven miote; and the “lattep
“ End of fuch is worfe than the Begmnmg —Orélfe
¢ the awaken’d Hearer takes up with'a proud De-
¢ pendance upon a 'miftaken, external, and Pbarzﬁu-
“* cal Righteoufnefs.— Or elfe the convmced Sinner,
‘¢ not: béing by his Teacher fed to Gurisr, proceeds
‘ not, fettles not; but abidin long under the doubt-
¢ ful Concern, is wearied with it, ' weary of it, and
¢ comes to norhmg —Or laftly, if any are converted
* under his Miniftry, ’tis véry ufual, that they are
“¢ forced to defert it, to find richer and: fweeter Paftore
% for their Souls.?—Thus he. -

- Again, 1f you would not be juftly ftigmatiz’d as
Arminians, or worle, furely you ought to preach the
Docirines of Grace. Toilluftrate which, will neceffa-
rily come in the Doétrine of Original §in; whence is
evident the Neceflity of an imputed R{gbreauﬁzaﬁ, if
ever we are acceptable to GOD, and the infinite Free-
dom of elefting Love, the abfolute Neceffity of the
Influence of the Spirit of GOD in Regeneration, as
alfo his Affiftance to every good Wotrk.— And it
Gught to be inculcated, that our Dependance for Jufti-
ﬁcatlon and Acccptance with GOD, muft be only
upon the perfect Righteoyfnefs of our glotious Media-
tor and Redeemer ; becaufe it’s impoffible for us to
abtain 1t by our own Righteoufnefs : And yet are yoy
to be perpetually urgmg your Hearers to Holinefs of
Life, and that they nevér negleét their Works of
Faith and Love, left they be not able to give up their

accoynt with Joy1 when the;,r thall be examin'd of
, the
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the Deeds done in the Body., And in this Cafe alf

fet me give you the Reﬂe&mn of the Rev. Mr, Fens
sings, in his Difcourfes above-meption'd.

¢« Some Preachers (fays he) finding their Thoughts
¢ fow molt readily and affectionately ypon the Doc~
¢t trines of Grace, and that by thefe they bely coms
 mand the Affections of their Hearers, are altoges
< ther upon them and neglet to Jeach tbeir People
< to obferve what CHRIST bath commanded them. F
<¢ bear many of them Witnefs, that they have a Z¢al
< for GOD; but I with it were more according 19
¢ Knowledge. They do not fure fufficiently confider,
< that Holinefs is the Defign of Chriftianity; and
< our Preaching on other Feads is in order the better
<¢ to enforce Duty, and make Men like to CHRIsT!
< T am afraid, from what I have obferv’d, that this
< Strain of Preachlng will increafe the Number of
¢¢ fuch Hearers, whom our Saviour defcribes by the
< Stony Ground 1n the Parable of the Sower; namely,
<¢ fuch who are all Notion and Affection, with a for-
«¢ ward meefﬁon, but have an unfubdued Will, ne
¢ Root in themfelves, and bring forth no Fruit to
¢« GOD. This Strain I fear, tho’ it bring many to-
¢ wards Cur1sT, will bring but few fafely to him ;.
“« many of their Hearers, with CHRr1sT much In their
““ Mouths, will prove but Hypocrites fettled on their
«¢ Lees, and Slaves to Luft ; nor 1s this Strain more
¢« happy for the uniform Gmwth of the fincere Chri-
¢« ftian 5 they that fic under it are fo frequently low,,.
t¢ imperfect, and partial, in practical Godlinefs ; dif-
¢« temper'd with a conceited and prepofterous Zeal
¢ for Words and Phrafes, and Things of little or ng.
& Conﬁ:quence , perple,«;ed and perplexing others,
¢¢ with a Thoufand groundlcxs Scruples 3 Children in
¢* Underftanding : And it were happy that they were
¢ {o in Malicetoo. Butalas, their narrowpefs of Mind
¢ Infeds thc Heart with uncharitable Affeftions ta
t¢ Chriftians of different Perfuafions.”” Thus he.

WHEN
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Wi e x then Minifters of the Gofpel take fuch Care;
as we have faid; of the Principles and Pratice; both
of themfelves; of the Churches of GOD in general,
and of thofe Churehes of CHRr1sT particulaily com-
mitted to their Charge; they may be faid to take beed
and beware of the Leaven of the Pharifees and of the
Sadducees. And thus doing we may hope, that GOD
will blefs your Care of; and Solicitude for the Caufe
of Ciarist; That true Religion fhall revive and
flourith in the Churches of New- England, and the
Power of it be every where evident and confpicuous ;
That you (my Fathers and Brethren) fhall be burning
and fhining Lights, in Candlefticks of pure Gold 5 yea,
that you fhall be as Stars, by your Light, Heat and
Influence, inftrumental of turning many out of their
natural Darknefs into marvellous Light ; and finally,
that you fhall heréafter fbive as ibe Brightnefs

of the Firmament, and as ibe Stars for ever and ever,
AMEN,

S e
F I N I1G.
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