drefs < A NARRATIVE
’ OF THE

LIFE OF MRS. HAMILTON.

et ) E———

The folliwing is a trus account of the dalings of God with the Widow
SARAHR HAMILTON, <who was burn and educated in the Romifb
Religion, and afterawards converted to the Chriflian Fuith, as awiil up-
pear in this Narrai:v..

WAS bora in the city of Prankfort, in Germany, in 1745. In
the 7th year of iny age my futher cam: to Charlefton, in South-
Carolina ; his name was> George Beckhmue, by profeffion a Roman
Catholic. He lived at Charleftor, until I was about 16 years of age,
when 1 was married (0 Mr. Alexander Humilton, an eminent mer-
chant, who, in the contefl between Britain and America, was fhot
dead in his own houfe, which was confumed, with 4il our property,
by fire. In this diftreflcd fitnation, having no children except an
adopted daughter, thus contemplating on my misfortune, my belt
friend with all our fubltance {natched from me, as it were in an in-
ftant, created in me new and awful feafations, which are beyond my
power to relate. I then fled to a rich uncle for an afylumn, who
treated me with the greatelt refpe&t and attention, and welcomed me
to his houle and fervaut:; with all the accommodation: that they
could yield or afford; he offercd to make me his har, and dire&ed
his fervants to treat me with all the kindnefs and refpet as though
they were really mine. I lived there in the enjoyment of all tie
comforts this world could afford, but was (lill difconfolate, in confid-
eration of my heavy lofs, and dreiled myfelf in mourning, and thus
pafled through fome lonefome days and weartiume nights, for a con-
fiderable time ; at length being defivous to obtain fome relief, went
to a theatre, or play-houfe, where I fuw divers plays acted onthe
ftage ; and one in particular, ¢xhibited General Wafhington and La-
dy Montgomery, whofe hufband was killed in battle, in Canada ; and
the agitation that fhe manifelted in the feene brought the death of
my hufband to my mind with fuch powerful fenfations, that I had
nearly fainted.  The fhortnefs of lite, and certainty of death; the
fading nature of all worldly enjoyments, were then plain to my
view, and my diltrefs was inexpreflible. I went home, took my bed
withh a heavy lieart, drowned in melancholy, and with penfive mind
and wearied limbs I fell aflcep and dreamed.* [ thonght I was in
a beautiful place as ever I faw ; where there was all the moft truly
delightful and fathionable things in the world ; alfo cards and dice,
plays that [ had been familiar with in my younger days. We drauk
wine ont of golden bowls, and had every thing the world deem
delightful. I fat at the card table with an Epiicopalian priett, and
took a golden bowl and drank a health to bim, and then catting my
eyes forward, I beheld a beautiful field adorned with Aowers of va-
rious kinds and fine colours, and a great company of fhining people,
drefled in white robes, with white palms in their bands.  They ull
fang with melodious harmony, fuch fingins as 1 L.d never hcard
before. I faw a.o the angels from heaven, joiring .hLcir fongs with
* Although some people may make light of all dreams, vet 1 wouid beg

your pardon for inserting this, for it was peculiarly int:resting fo me, howev-
er foolish it muy look tu wihers.
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them. The melody, union ard harmony of the fcene was tru.
expre(fible. I then looked en the before mentioned Prieft, and ...
looked black, and very difagrecable, and mytelf likewife. I then fat
down the bowl, and fuid to them, [ mult be gone. As foon as 1
rofe up I'faw a great wall between e and thofe fhining ones, the
mutertals of which {vemicd to be of mnetal, kone and glafs. As |
locked earneftly, I taw a pluce where I could go through, only I
muit take off an extravagaut hcad drefs which I had on. 1 was de-
termined that no ornament ia the world thould hinder me from the
enjoyment of {o happy a fituation as I faw the other fide of the wall,
or to deliver me trom iy difagrecable company.  So I calt my head
drefs into the fire and came o the wall; but I difcovered a great
few before me, and mult of necetlity pafs through it in order to get
to that beauriful ficld.  While I was meditating how 1 fhould get
through the fea, a negro came and pufhed me into it and it was
very boitterous and the waves were fo high that I was'{con drove
atbore on diy laud aguin.  The captaia of thefe {hining cacs then
came to me and fuid, do you fee @ beavdiul palace? 1 anfwered,
yes: which wWas s iarge s this gichs, but it was @il above this
world, and had {eats of folid gold all arcund it. And this beautiful
mitn afked me il { faw the golden fcats. I told him 1 did: he told
me I fhould have one of thole feats, provided I conquered my ene-
mics, And I went with the greateft joy expreflible; and there
opened a bottomlefs pit immediately before me, and the moiuth of
thie pit reached from wall to wall : and about three ttories down there
was a beam, and with grief I thought it was impoflible for mc to
get to the palace; as I made a turn to go back, the ground gave
way from under me, and I fell into the difmal pit, but happened 1o
hit upon this beam, and there I fat three days. Then there came
another man from thofe thining ones, and afked me what 1 did
there. I told him the pit was deep and I could not get out; and
then he put his hand in his pocket and took out a finall bull of
thread, and told me to take hold of one ¢nd thercof. 1 told him, I
was afraid the thread would break, and I theuld be entirely lot 5 bui
he told mie to take hold, neverthelefs, for this is Chrift the rock.
got hold of it with both hands, aud to iy inexpreflivle joy, was im-
‘mediately out of the horribie pit. I then awoke, and behold it was
a dream. .

After fome months meditution on my dream, I fell aflecp and
dreamed the famec dream again, and alfo 'a third time.  This
brought me to fuch fericus rcfleétions that 1 hardly durlt flecp at
all; yer was at a lois for the interpretation of my dream. 1 arofe
very early one morning and went to my uncle and aunt, and told
them that I faw my uncle and aunt, the prieit, and the people, ex-
tremely black in a dreamn, und thut I felt very much concerned about
iit; but not fo much as to prevent my going to balls, and oiher pub-
lic placeg, vhere they afked me to tell my dream, out of curiofity.
1 accord?ngly told it them frequently ; and after a while my trou-
bles entirely lefi me. But in about a year and nine months, there
came a gentleman from Georgia to vifit me; he was a very rich
man ; and pofleffed wealth in abundance. The fecond time he vilit-
c¢d me, he invited my unele and aunt and myfclt to vific him and fec
his plantation ; accordingly we all went togetaer, and beheld his fit-
uation, which was truly elegant.  His houde was very large, and or-
numented infide and out; on the top was a balcony, and a fummer

“feac therein. As he led me to the fummer feat, I thought of my
dream. We returned home from our vilit well fuited with his feat.

"I'he third time he came to vifit me, he brought me jult fuch a head

.
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drefs as I dreamed about, and ir pleafcd me. We concluded to fnar-
ry, and appointed a time when the nuptial ceremeny fhould be folem-
nized. But about that time thqe wds 1 people calied Bapriis in
that place, who were ridiculcd, and all rianner of ewil tpoken nganit
them. I confefs that T hated the very fight or th em, an: dhad it b (‘en
in my power wonld foen bave buuithed them our of n v fight «nd the
country too. The wiorefaid gentleman tock a walk cne day, 2 Ld
when he returned, he told my uncie, thot one of lis flaves was thar
" day gomg to be dipt by a man that looked mer: Nk o e oian
than a prieft ; this much ditpleafed me. ] wm.:-diat‘ly nyhu .
that I wondered gentlemen of note would taffer fuch fellows 1o o
about the country cheating and deceiving poor ignoraat peeple i
fuch a manner. My uncle f4id he would’ go and ﬁu'r the iltve home,
and not fuffer the durty wench to be 1o d. duded, were innot that a
gentleman had appointed to vifit Inm that day. 1 1d irim that I
would go, if he would furnith me with a carriage.  Acc (\rdi:)gi« [
went. I no {ooner came to the place, than 1 ftw the mumiter, and
knew as foon as [ faw him, although I never fuw him before, that it
was the fame man [ faw in my dream, that hiand-d me the ball of
thread and helped me out of the pit.  The fight oi this man {o af-
fected my mind, that I was as one thunderfiruck. e was the very
one whom [ faw amonglt the fhining threng of happy people, and
I amongft the accuried black crew, I then l';uu"‘zc 1 wis cuifed in
very deed, which flung me m:me diJLc]y almolt into detpair; and in
the greatelt agony 1 fell to the earth. Viewing mylelt undone for-
cver, and eternally loft, T wzs ia the molt deploral)le fitnation ¢on-
ceivable, and defpaired of ever going from that place. I thought
that the earth was juft about to {wallow me up alive, into everlaling
deftruétion, of bsth fonl and body, and really expeited to fall imme.
diately into the bottomlefs pit, where therz was no recovery. My
diitrefs was {o great, the people difcovered it, gathered around me-
on all fides, and fuppofed me in a fit, and {ought means to recover
me, but in vain ; for my diftrefls was of fuch a nature that medical
aflitance was entirely bafiled ; 1 fainted and fell to the ground;
they lifted me into the coach again, and carried me home to my
uncle’s houfe. A great company of people followed me. This fit-
uation of mine greatly exaiperated the minds ot the people; fome
fivore they would kill the minifter, becaufe they {uppofed he had be-
witched me : and my uncle immediately fent for the Romith Pricft
to difpel the witcheralt from me ; but his prefence was very dia-
greeable to me. I told him to bc gone, fer we were all going o hell
together.  Another minifter then came to me, but I could not bear
the fight of him ncither ; for it appeared to me lie had helpzd me to
commit the unpardonable fin. 1 told him to be gone quick ; and
that he was a wicked wretch, and a woli in flicep’s clothing ; that
he would ncither go to heaven himfelf, nor let others: and as he
was turning to go from me, my aunt told him not 1> mind what I
faid, for I was crazy. 'I'hen this miniiter began to weep to fee nie
in fuch a fituation, and advifed my uuacle to fend for that Buaprtiit
nunifter to fee if he could take the witcheraft irom me. e uc-
cordingly fent for him feventy-five miles. The minilter wiilingly
came-—they fet vitualc and drink on a table tor him, but durft not
lct even a fervant go into the room where he was, left he thould be-
witch them alfo. At length he came to {peak with me, and atked
me how I did: I told him I was a poor, miferable, loft creaturc.
He told me if I was loft, 1 was one of thofe very perfons whom
Chrift died for, and came to feck and to fave. I told Lim that w:xs
impoflible, for I had committed the unpardonable fin: he faid that ,
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ihe thought it was my miftake, for I did not know enough. Afier
he had talked fome time, he put his hand into his pocket and took
'out the New-Tettament ; it was the firft that ever [ faw. He read
ithe thicd chapter of Mark, and gave his mind concerning the unpar-
'donable fin. He told me he was going to vifit a gofpel finner, whofe
cafe he thought was much worfe than mine, which frightned me
very much indeed ; for I thought he did not underftand my cafe at
all: he faid, God wiliing, he wonld fee me again to-morrow. I
faid, pray §ir, don’t forget me ;.and when he faw me f{o affedted, he
faid, thail I pray for you before I go ? I anfwered, yes: what fhall
I pray for ! I told him to pray that the Lord might have mercy on
me ; with thefe words he feemed afleted, which gave me to under-
ftand that be thought there was no mercy for me ; but he kneeled
down and prayed ; I kneeled alfo ; and when he fpake of the {pot-
lefs purity of God, before whom finlefs angels veiled their faces, cry-
ing, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, and that the helinefs and
pprity of God filled immenfity, I thought it was impoilible that [
could have mercy ; and when he had finithed his prayer, he went
away>» After he was gone, I remembered that the man of God told
me that Chrilt came to fave even the worl of finners, and 1 thought
that I could not be worfe thun the vileft. [ then confidered that the
{potlefs augels, of whom he fpake, would rejoice over one finner that
repenteth, though ever fo vile. I then imagined myfelf in a great
king’s houfe, who had an only fon, and cne of the king’s fervants
committed 2 crime worthy of dcath, and the executioner was about
to ftrike the fatal blow, when the king’s fon came forward and offer-
ed to die that the fervant might live, which he did, and fet the fervant
at liberty 3 which circumf@tances moft readily applied to my cafe. I
thought I was the very fervant; furprifing aftonithment filled my
foul. I beheld the Son of God expiring in agonies unknown, to grat-
ify the malicioys rage of wiciked men. I thought he died to fave
my life, and arofe again for my juftification. I alfo viewed him as
having died for all men, but was at firlt at alofs to {ze how one could
die for fo many ; but when 1 faw and confidersd that the natural fun
could fhine on thoufands, and each perfon have as great a fhare of
the fun as though he was alone, I by this fimilitude underftood the
myftery, that, although Chrift died for many, yet each one had a
whole Saviour. 1 then faw that God could be juft and juftify him
that believeth in Jefus, even fuch a wretch as I was. In this view, no
tongue can tell the extacy of joy that I was the fuhje& of 5 my difirefs
l:ft me, and I could give glory to God with all my heart. 1longedto
praife him with every breath; my prayer was, Lord, what wilt thou
have me 10 do? Lord, {peak; for thy fervant heareth.

Upon my unclc and aunt hearing this of me, they came to the
door : 1 {aid 1o them, dear vncle and aunt, T (hall not go to hell,
"for Chrilt died for me, and [ have got a whole Saviour. My urcle
then fhut the door, but my aunt burft into tears in hearing me talk
on this fubject. It then cume into my mind that Chrift was baptiz-
ed of John in fordan, and I muft follow the example, and convince
»the world that I was not athamed to own my Saviour before men.
The next day the minifter came, as he told me, with the man whom
.he went to vifit, and I told them that I had found comfort, that Jefus
;had appeared for my relief, and that I was now willing to take him
i for my prophet, prieft and king ; that I felt determined to obey him
.in all things ; that I thought his laws and commands were perfeétly
' jult and happifying to every obedient foul. This declaration from

me came {o unexpeted to the minifter, that he was overjoyed and
turprifed, and faid to the other map, that yefterday was the firlt time
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that ever I heard any thing read from the Bible ; and now fhe is able
to teach me, (faid he.) Glory to God in the higheft, for he teaches
as never man taught, neither is heavenly inftruétion dependent whol-
ly on human education. I then afked him if he was willing to bap-
tize me ; he told me he was glad of the opportunity if I defired it ;
I told him 1 longed to follow my Lord and Mafter down the banks
of Jordan, and that he would have to fend for me, for I could not
go to the place myfelf ; he told me he would, and accordingly feut
tor me the next Lord’s-day morning. When I came down to the
water fide, I related the dealings of God with me, wlich account
proved infirumental in God’s hands of the awakening of fifteen
fouls. After the baptifm was adminiltered, they helped me home to
my uncle’s ; but behold he thut the door againil me and refufed to
let me in. I called 10 my daughter, but the gave nie no anfwer. 1
now began to conclude, that he that would live godly in Chrift Jefus
muit {utter perfecution.

I was difowned by all my formu- friends and relations, in that
place, and the minifter feeing me in this diitrefled fituation, pitiod
me, and told me that as long as he had one fhilling of money left, 1
fhould fhare part of it, and defired me not to give way to trouble of
this kind. He then carried me away and hired my board for three
weeks ; at the end of which time he came again and baptized thofe
fifteen perfons before mentioned, for they all gave fatisfa@ory evi-
dence of the work of grace in their hearts, and alfo brought a car-.
riage for me to go with him to North-Carolina, where I lived with
him and his people three years; and a happy three years it was to
my poor foul, though rejected by niy natural relations: yet I think
that I had daily communion with a friend that fticketh clofer than
carthly friends and relations ; even Jctus, who was to me the chiefet
among ten thoufand, and altogether lovcly. Ireally enjoyed that peace
of mind which the world can ncither give nor take away ; yea, this
peace was like a river flowing from the right hand of God. So great
and inexpreflible was this peace and happinefs, which I then enjoyed,
that all other happinefs looked extremely defpicable and unworthy
my attention. The world with all its gay and enticing charms
courted my affections to nc purpofe. I thought I had rather fuffer
afflicions with the people of God, thah to enjoy the pleafures of fin
for a feafon, having refpe¢t to the recompenfe of reward, which I -
daily enjoyed ; elteeming the reproaches of Chrift greater riches chun
the treatures in Egypt: yea, I efteem the prefent afllitions not wor-
thy to be compared with the glory that fhall be revealed hereatier ;
and I bad rather be a door-keeper in the houfe of my God, than to
dwell in the tents of wickednefs, being potleffed of all the pon.p,
grandcur and affluence that this world can afford. I think, ther .
tore, that however unworthy I may be of fuch honour, I wifl to in-
vite and exhort all who know not thefe thinps by happy cxperience,
that they would try the experiment for themfelves.  You may thick
it ltrange that I talk as [ de: but O, my friends ! 1 long for your
happinefs : I long to fee you rcjoice in hop= of the lory of Ged
yea, I long to fee the faints on carth join thuir 1cjuicing forn;?:s I
praife to God, with the feraphic angels in heaven, at the news of the
retarn of one mere prodigal. Come then, O finner! come and be
happy ; for why wiil ye dizc? That God in whom you live, move,
and have your being, telis you plainly that he delighteth not in the
death of him that dieth ; but that he turn and live ; faying, Turn
ye, turn ye, for why will ye die ? Behold Jefus interceding at the
right hand of the throne of God for you ; that God would exert his
almighty power, in turning your minds from fin to righteoufnefs,
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How can you rejed {uch patb-ric expreflions of Divine Benevolence ?

. Why {hail Jefus entreat in vamn ? Why wili you oppofe the withes of

your belt fricnds 2 How can you bear the thoughts of being caft off
trom the prefence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power, fen-
tenced to everlafting deftru@ion? O, my dear friends! think of
thele things, lelt fudden dcltrudiion come upon you, and you cannot
elcape. But left I weary your patieuce, I will purfue my narra-
tive :—

Atfter living three years in North- Carolum, as I obferved, T began
to think of my futhecr, and his family, all buried in mifery and Popith
fuperltition, and wiltully ignorant. I thought it was poflible, in cafe
b could fee them, that I might be an inftrument in God’s hands, of
Loading them to a confideration of the folly of their ways. I there-
fore iele very anxious about the matter. [ alfo felt a natural affec-
tion for them. I allo conidered that miy father was a rich man, aund
J in a dependent {ituation, and knew that if he had not loft his for-
mer regard for me, that he would help me, notwithftanding our dif-
ference of opinion; and that be would delight to have me Tive with
him. When I told my iutentions 1o the Lzeth.en, they tola me I
need not go away on account oi being burthienfome to them, for they
were williig 1 {hould live with them as long as I withed ; that 1
need not regard their expenic, for they had as licves maintain me as
their own children 3 for we arc ore, faid they; but fill, if I could
not content myfelf to (tay, that they would help me—which they
did. I thanked them and took my leave. I rode in a carriage, and
the driver condudted very difagrecablv s T refented his condu& to-
wards mc, and jvas ‘mgx) with him, w lmh gave me fcruples. I'was
filled with doubts concerning rr)zu[ and be egan to think I was not a
Chriftian, but a mere hypocrite, and had been trying to deceive my-
felf and others 3 but I could not deceive God, for he knoweth all
things. I had thouglit I never fhould be angry again, let what
would happen to me.  This gave me great anxiety of mind, which
lafted tor a confiderable time. We at lenu th arrived within three
miles of my father’s houfe, where 1 ﬂopped in hopes that my father
would fend for me to come home. But the next day my brother
came to the houfe where | was, and the woman of the houfe faid to
me, there’s your brother.  The reader can hardly imagine the joy
I felt to fee my brother «gam, whom I had not feen for many
yeais. I thought he would rejoice alfo to fee me, and therefore
went 1o meet Inm, and reached out my hand to him as a toker of
friendihip ; but, thocking to relate, { faw in his face figns of
difapprebaiion; he frowned and flepped back, and refufed to
give his hand; and faid to me, My father fays you fhall
not enter his houfe, for you are a dilgrace to the whole family.

12 efteens you as a ranaway, and a deluded heretic.  Thefe reflec-
tions from iy brother, you may weil think, excited powerful fenfa.
tions in my mind. To be difowned by my own father and brother,
and called a heretic ; uow came a fair trial of my faith and confidence
i God. I concluded that the caufe of their alienation of affection
towards me, was becaufe I was a Chriftian, and if {o, it would be-
come me to act like Chrift ; who when he was 1eviled, reviled not
again; and when he was perfecuted threatened not. I think I can
tra’y fay, that all he fi'd to me only ferved to engage my ioul to
pive glory to God that I was counted worthy to fuffer for Chrilt’s
!le;e, w‘nich I through grace was determined to do 3 but ftiil Satan
tempted me to give up my determination to live devoted to God ; 1
was almoft tempth to go te my father, and fugn a repertance of my
didenting fig the Romxm Clurch. Dut no fooner bad | looked






