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those evidences; but there is an additional testimony to their credi-
bility and truth as well as to their genuineness, which is afforded by
their agreement with civil history, and which is too valuable to be
passed in a cursory manner.

§ 1. Testimonies from Civil History to the Credibility of the Old
Testament.

The Scripture History agrees, in a surprising manner, with the

most authentic records that remain of the events, customs, and man-

ners of the countries and ages to which it stands related. The rise
and fall of empires, the revolutions that have taken place in the
world, and the grand outlines of chronology, as mentioned or re-
ferred to in the Scriptures, are coincident with those stated by the
most ancient writers that are extant; while the palpable errors in
these respects, which are detected in the apocryphal books, con-
stitute one of the most decisive reasons for rejecting them as spurious.
The history of the Bible is of far greater antiquity than any other
records extant in the world ; and it is remarkable that, in numerous
instances, it shows the real origin of those absurd fables which dis-
grace and invalidate all other histories of those remote times; which
18 no feeble proof that it was derived from some surer source than
human tradition. The facts recorded in the Old Testament cannot
be disproved; but, on the contrary, they are confirmed by the tradi-
tionary accounts of almost all nations, Mr. Fume, indeed, affirmed
that the Pentateuch was “wrote [written] in all probability long
after the facts it relates.” That this book was written long after
some of the facts which it relates is not denied; but. that it was
written long after all or even most of those facts, there is (as we
have already shown) no reason to believe. If, as Dr. Campbell
foreibly remarked (and Mr. Hume neither did nor could refute the
remark), this writer meant to signify by the expression quoted, that
this was in all probability the case, why did he not produce the
grounds on which such. probability is founded? Shall a bold asser-
tion pass for argument? or can it be expected that any one should
consider reasons, which are only in general supposed, but not spe-
cified ?

Mr. Hume added that the Pentateuch was ¢ corroborated by no
concurring testimony.” To which we may reply, that it is as little
invalidated by any contradicting testimony ; and both for this plain
reason, because there is no human composition that can be compared
with this in respect of antiquity. Tt were absurd to require that the
truth of Moses's history should be attested by heathen writers of the
same or nearly the same antiquity with himself; since we know
that those who affected to fix upon other nations the name of barba-
rians, were in his time, and for several centuries afterwards, them-
selves barbarians. But though the Pentateuch is not corroborated
by the concurrent testimonies of any coéval histories, because if such
histories were ever extant, they have long since perished, yet it is not
on that sccount destitute of collateral evidence. QOn the contrary, its
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authority is legible in the few fragments that remain of the earliest
- writers; and subsequent historians have fully confirmed it by the
‘accounts which they give, though evidently mixed with depravation,
of the history of the Jews, and of the legislation of Moses; as will
appear from the following instances, selected out of a greater number
which have been pointed out, and treated at length by various learned
mern. :

I TestiMoNiEs T0 THE MoSAIC ACCOUNT OF THE CREATION
OF THE WORLD.

1, The heathens had a tradition among them concerning the Primeval Chaos
whence the World arose, and the production of all things %y the efficiency of &
supreme mind, which bears so close a resemblance to the Mosaic account of the
creation, as proves that they all originated from one common source : while the
striking contrast between the unadorned simplicity of the one, and the allegorical
turgidity of the others, accurately distinguishes the inspired narrative from the dis-
torted tradition. This remark applies particularly to the Chaldeman, Egyptian,
Pheenician, Hindoo, Chinese, Etrustan, Gothie, Greek, and American Cosmogonies,!

2. One of the most striking collateral confirmations of the Mosaic history of the
creation, is the general adoption of the division of time into weeks, which extends
from the Christian states of Europe to the remote shores of Hindostan, and has
equally prevailed among the Hebrews, the Egyptians, Chinese, Greeks, Romans,
and northern barbarians ; —nations, some of whom had little or no intercourse with
others, and were not even known by name to the Hebrews. It is to be observed,
that there is a great difference hetween the concurrence of nations in the division
of time into weeks, and their concurrence in the other periodical divisions into years,
months, and days, These divisions nrise from such natural causes as are every-
where obvious, viz. the annual and diurnal revolutions of the sun, and the revolu-
tion of the moon. The division into weeks, on the contrary, seems perfectly arbie
trary: consequently its prevailing in distant countries, and among nations which had
no commaunication with one another, affords a stron resumption that it must have
been-deérived from some remote tradition (as that ogtge creation), which was never
totally obliterated from the memory of the Gentiles, and which tradition has been
older than“the dispersion of mankind into different regions. It is easy to con-
ceive, that the practice, in rude and barbarous ages, might remain through habit,
when the tradition on which it was founded was entirely lost : it is easy to con-
ceive, that, afterwards, people addicted to idolatry, or who, like the Egyptians, had
become proficients in astronomy, should assign to the different days of the week
the names of their deities or of their planets.? .

3. Even the Mosaic method of reckoning by nights instead of days has prevailed
in more than one nation. Thus, the polis%xeg Athenians computed the space of a
day from sun-set to sun-sct®; and from a similar custom of our Gothic ancestors,
during their abode in the forests of Germany, words expressive of such a mode of
computing time have been derived into our own language.t The same custom also
prevailed among the Celtic nations.’

IL. Of the FORMATION OF MAN IN THE MORAL IMAGE oF Gop,
and his being vested with dominion over other animals, similar tradi.

! Sce an account of these various Cosmogonies in Mr. Faber's Horm Mosaies, vol. .
pp. 17—40. The Greek and Latin Cosmogonics are particularly considered in Edwards on
the Truth and Authority of the Scriptures, vol. i. pp. 88—102. ~The testimonies of profane
writers to the truth of the principal facts related in the Seriptures are adduced and fully
considered by Dr. Collyer in his * Lectures on Scripture Facts.” 8vo, 2nd edit. London,
1809. The subjects, noticed in this section, particularly the Creation and the Deluge, are
likewise copiously treated of in the notes to Grotius, De Veritate Rel. Churist. ib. i, c. 16.
# Dr, Campbell’s Dissertation on Miracles, p. 219, note.

2 Aulus Gellius, Noctes Attice, lib.iii. c. 2.

¢ Tacitns, de Mor, Ger. ¢. 11, The expressions of fortnight, and se’'nnight, for fourteen
nights and seven nights, are still in use among us in England,

8 Cesar, de Bell. Gall. lib, vi. c. 18,
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tionary vestiges remain in the widely diffused notion, that manking
formerly lived in complete happiness and unstained innocence; that
spring reigned perpetually, and that the earth spontaneously gave her
increase.

This was the origin of the fabled golden age, so exquisitely described by the
classic poets, and which may also be distinetly traced in the legends of our Scythian
forefathers, and in the age of perfection of the Hindoos ; and in the classical story

of the garden of the Hesperides, we may equally discover an evident tradition of
the Mosaical paradise and of the promised Saviour, who should bruise the head of
the infernal Dragon.  Nor is it improbable that, from the boliness of the garden of
Lden, the pagans borrowed their ancient custom of consecrating groves to the wor-
ship of thetr various deities.!

I1I. The FarL or MaN AND THE INTRODUCTION OF SIN INTO
THE WORLD arc related in the third chapter of the book of Genesis.
It has been the fashion with minute philosophers and philosophising
divines to endeavour to explain away the reality of the fall, and to
resolve it all into’allegory, apologue, or moral fable; but the whole
scheme of redemption by Christ is founded upon it, and must stand
or fall with it; a figurative fall requiring only a figurative redemp-
tion. Even Lord Bolingbroke (than whom Revelation never had a
more subtle opposer) justly rejected the allegorical interpretation.
“ It caANNOT,” he said, ““be admitted by Christians; for, if it was,
what would become of that famous text [that the seed of the woman
should crush the serpent’s head, Gen. iii. 15.], whereon the doctrine
of our redemption is founded ?”’?

Indeed the Mosaic account, from its simplicity and consonance
with the whole tenor of the Scriptures, was evidently designed to
represent & real transaction®;and it has been received as such by
the writers of the Old and New Testaments, who certainly were
more competent to decide than men who have lived several thousands
of years after the transaction, and whose bold contradictions of the
best attested matters of fact render their unsupported assertions of no
effect. Modern opposers of revelation have ridiculed the account of
the fall as a myth or fable. But nothing is easier than ridicule to
men who pay no regard to piety, equity, and common decency.
Whatever they may assert (and let it be remembered that assertions
without proof are not facts), and however they may attempt to
explain away the Mosaic account of the fall, or attempt to prove it
false, yet the evidently ruined condition of the human race would still
remain 28 an UNDENIABLE FACT. And the narrative of the fall is
confirmed both by natural and civil history. Thus, it agrees in an
eminent manner both with the obvious facts of labour, sorrow, pain,
and death, and also with what we see and feel every day, and with
all our philosophical inquiries into the frame of the human mind, the
nature of social life, and the origin of evil. The several powers of
the little world within a man’s own breast are at variance with one
another, as well as those of the great world; and we are utterl
unable to give a complete solution of the origin of the evils whic{;

! Faber's Hor. Mos. vol. i. pp. 41—50. Edwards on Secripture, vol, i. pp. 103—106.
? Bolingbroke’s Works, vol. v. p. 372. 8vo. edit.
* Dr. Hales's Chronology, vol. i, book i. p. 10,
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flow from these discords and from the jarring clements of the natural
world. DBut the Mosnic narrative accounts for all these otherwise
unaccountable phenomena, and is corroborated by various traditions,
more or less agreeable to it. )
1. “ The commencement of this moral taint is ascribed by the
author of the Pentateuch to the DISOBEDIENGE oF ouRr FIrsT
~ PARENTS.

- *An evil spirit, the origination of whose malignity itself is a mystery which can
never be fathomed, speaking through the organs of a serpent, tempted them to
transgress the command of God by tasting the forbidden fruit of a distinetly speci-
fied tree. The penalty of their rebellion was death.” Though Moses gives no
gecount of Satan or the tempter, yet we learn from other passages of Scripture,
‘that he was first made like other celestial spirits, perfect in his kind and happy in
his condition ; but that, through pride or ambition, falling into a crime (the circum-
stances of which are unknown to us), he thence fell into misery, and, together with
‘bis accomplices, was banished from the regions of bliss. Of this fulfof wicked
angels, the ancients had some notion, as is manifest from their tradition of the
Titans and Giants invading heaven, fighting against Jupiter, and attempting to
depose him from his throne, for which reason he cast them headlong into hell,
‘where they are tormented with incessant fire. And therefore Empedocles, in some
_ verses cited by Plutarch, makes mention of the fate of some demons, who for their
rebellion were, from the summit of heaven, plunged into the bottom of the great
abyss, thése to be punished as they deserved.!

'he fietions of Indinn mythology, with regard to contending powers and their
subordinate ministers, bot{; benevolent and malignant, are erected on the same
basis of truth.

2. The InTrRODUCTION OF PHYSICAL EVIL into the world,

By the disobedience of our first mother Eve, is_plainly alluded to by the well-
- known heathen legend of Pandora; who being led by a fatal curiosity to open &
- casket that had been given her by Jupiter, out of it flew all the evil into the world,
and she became the original cause of all the miserable occurrences that befall man-
kind. Hope alone, — the ho})e in o promised and long-remewbered deliverer, —
‘- remaining at the bottom of the casket,

"3, ORIGINAL SiN,—the carly corruption and depravation of man’s
nature in consequence of our first parents’ transgression, is a subject
of complaint among the ancient heathen moralists, philosophers, and
poets.

Thus, Pythagoras termed it the futal companion, the mowious strife that lurks
within us, and which was born along with us; — Sopater called it, the sin that is born
with mankind ; — Plato, natural wickedness; — Aristotle, the natural repugnancy of
man's temper to reason : and all the Greek and Roman philosophers, especially the
Stoics and Platonists, complain of the depraved and degenerate condition of man-
kind, of their propensity to every thing that is evil, and of their aversion from
every thing that is good. 'Thus, Cicero lamented that men are brought into life by
nature as « step-mother, with a naked, frail, and infirm body, and with a soul prone fo
divers lusts. Seneca, one of the best of the Roman philosophers, observes, We are
born in such a condition, that we are not subject to fewer disorders of the mind than of
the body ; —that The seeds of all the vices are in all men, though they do not break out
in every one;—and that To confess them is the beginning of owr cure. And
Hierocles called this universal moral taint, The domestic evil of munkind. Even
some of the sprightliest poets bear their testimony to the same fact. Propertins
could say, Every body has a vice to which he is inclined by nature. orace declared
that No man is born free from wvices, and that IHe is the best man who is oppressed
roith the least; that Mankind rush into wickedness, and always desire what is forbidden ;
that Youth has the softness of waz to receive vicions impressions, and the hardness of

' Huet, Quamstiones Alnetane, lib. 2. Edwards on Scripture, vol. i pp.. 106, 107.
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rock to resist virtuons admonitions ; and, in short, that We are mad enough lo atlacl;
heaven itself, and that Qur repeated crimes do not suffer the God of Heaven to lay
aside his wrallful thunderbolts. And Juvenal has furnished a striking corrobora-
tion to the statement of Paul of Tarsus concerning the carnal mind (Rom. vii,
18—23.), when he says that Nuature, unchangeably fived, runs back to wickedness, as
bodies to their centre, ’

Further, there is reason to suppose, that the ancient Celtic Druids expressly
taught the defection of the human soul from a state of original rectitude; the inva-
riable belief . f the Brahmins, in Hindostan, is, that man is a fallen ereature ; and
it is well known that a similar opinion was inculeated by the classical mythologists,
and especially by Hesiod, in their descriptions of the gradual corruption of the
human race, during the period subsequent to the golden age. Catullus represents
the unhallowed period, when justice was put to flight, and brothers imbrued their
hands in fraternal blood, while incest and sacrilege alienated the mind of God from
man; and Tacitus marks out the progress of depravity, from a period free from
offence and punishment, to & flagitious and abandoned wickedness, devoid even of
fear. Thus, * Providence seems to have drawn evidence of the guilt of men from
their own confessions, and to have preserved their testimony for the conviction of
subsequent times,”?

4. The ForM ASSUMED BY THE TEMPTER,

When he seduced our first parents, has been handed down in the traditions of
most ancient nations, particularly the Persians, Hindoos, Greeks, the Egyptians,
and the Scythians or Goths; and though animals of the serpent tribe were wor-
shipped by some of the Pagans, as the Egyptiauns, Pheenicians, and Greeks, as
symgols of the good demon?, yet they were more generally regarded as types or
figures of the evil principle.?®

There is nothing, in which the traditions and opinions of the
heathens bear stronger testimony to the doctrines of Scripture, than
the conviction which prevailed, of the necessity of an ATONEMENT
FOR SIN, AND OF THE INTERVENTION OF A DivINE MEDIATOR,
and the universal practice of devoting piacular victims, which has
at one period or other equally prevailed in every quarter of the
globe.

It has been alike adopted by the most barbarous, and by the most refined nations.
“ The rude idolater of the recently discovered hewmisphere, and the polished votary
of polytheism, equally concur in the belief that without shedding of Elood there can
be no remission of sins. Nor was the life of the brute creation always deemed
sufficient to remove the taint of guilt and to avert the wrath of heaven, The
death of a nobler victim was frequently rec&t‘zired; and the altars of paganism were
bedewed with torrents of human blood.” Thus, the Canaanites caused their first-
born to pass through the fire, in order to appease the anger of their false deities;
and one of the kings of Moab is said to have offered up his eldest son asg a burnt-
offering, when in danger from the superior power. of the Kdomites4 ¢Nor was
the belief that the gods were rendered propitious by this peculiar mode of sacrifice
confined to the nations which were more immediately contiguous to the territories

! Faber, vol. i. pp. 65—71.; Edwards, vol. i, pp 108—110:; Bp. Gray's Connection
between Sacred and Profane Literature, vol. i. pp. 163—165.; Fletcher's Appeal to Matter
of Fact, pp. 143—147.; Cormack’s Inquiry into the Doctrine of Original Sin, pp. 24—
26.; in which works the proofs of the facts above stated are given in detail.

# This is a manifest relic of the tempter’s assuming the form of a goodly serpent, and
appearing like a good demon, or angel of light, when he tempted Eve,

# Faber, vol. i. pp. 71—76. Edwards, vol. i. pp. 111—114. Gray, vol. i. pp. 161, 162.
The fullest view of this subject will be found in the Rev. J. B, Deane's elaborate treatise,
intitled “ The Worship of the Serpent traced throughout the World, and its Traditions
referred to the Events in Paradise; proving the Temptation and Fall of Man by the
Instrumentality of a Serpent Tempter. London, 1830.” 8vo. )

* 2 Kings iii. 27. Other instances of human sacrificcs may be seen in p 5. suprd,
note 4.
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vof Tsrael.  We learn from Homer, that n whole heeatomb of firstling lambs was no
* uncommon offering among his countrymen?; and the ancient Goths having laid it
down as a principle, that the effusion of the blood of animals appeased the anger of
the gods, and that their justice turned aside upon the victims those strokes which
were destined for men? soon proceeded to greater lengths, and adopted the horrid
practice of devoting human victims. In honour of the mystical number three, a
number deemed particularly dear to heaven, every ninth month witnessed the groans
- -and dying struggles of nine unfortunate victims. The fatal blow being strucgl: th
lifeless bodies were consumed in the sacred fire which was ket erpe?;uall bur :
ing; while the blood, in singular conformity with the Levit?cnlp ordinanc{.s l?vla:
sprinkled, partly upon the surrounding mu{titude, partly upon the trees of th:
hallowed grove, and partly upon the images of their idols.sy Even the remote inha-
“ bitants of Amempa retained similar customs, and for similar reasons. It is observed
by Acosta, that, in cases of sickness, it was usual for a Peruvian to sacrifice his son
'i?s\gﬁiz;glioca, beseeching him to spare his life, and to be satisfied with the blood of
“ Whence, then,” we may ask with the learned author to whose
 researches this section is so deeply indebted; < Whence, then, could
~ originate this universal practice of devoting the first-born, sither of
man or beast, and of offering it up as a burnt-offering ? Whence
~but from a deep and ancient consciousness of moral depmvation?,
; WVh!ance, but from some perverted tradition, respecting the true
sacrifice to be once offered for the sins of all mankind? In the obla-
tion of the first-born, originally instituted by God himself, and
taithfully adhered to both by Jew and Gentile, we behold the death
of him, who was the first-born of his virgin-mother, accurately
though obscurely exhibited. And in the constant use of fire, the in-
variable scriptural emblem of wrath and Jjealousy, we view the
indignation of that God, who is a consuming fire, averted from our
guilty race, and poured out upon the immaculate head of our great
Interce.ssor. Had a consciousness of purity reigned in the bosoms of
the ancient idolaters, it does not appear, why they should have had
more reason to dread the vengeance of the Deity, than to expect and
to claim his favour; yet that such a dread di universally prevail
1?5 tgo W”GP known to require the formality of a laboured demon.
stration.

IV. The TraNsLATION OF ENocH

May be traced in the Grecian fables of the translation of their heroes i

and particularly of Hesperus and Astres among the ancient Greelg:)devl:ﬂgosiz
{abled to have ascended to heaven alive, and to have been turned into stars and
celestinl signs ; of Dhruva among the Hindoos ; of Buddha among the Ceylonese,
and of Xaca (another name for uddha) among the Calmucks of Siberja.6 ’

V. The LONGEVI:I‘Y OF THE ANTEDILUVIAN INEABITANTS,
mentioned by Moses, is confirmed by various heathen writers.

- “AlL" says Josephus, “who have committed to writing the anti uities eithy
the Greeks or Batba.yia'n,ls, attest this longevity of the men before the ﬂggde.}’ ezno(f
he immediately subjoins,—* Manetho, who wrote an account of the E yptians,
Berosus, who compiled [an account of ] the affairs of Chaldses, and Moc%ms, and

! Tliad, lib, iv. ver. 202. * Mallet’s North, Antig. vol i, ¢, 7.
# Mallet’s North, Anti%. vol. i. ¢. 7.— Olai Magni Hist, lib. i.ii.qc. 7. ’
4 Acost. apud Purch. Pilgr. book ix. e, 11. p. 885.
& Faber’s Hor. Mos. yol. i. pp. 64, 65.
¢ Faber, vol. i, pp. 83—91. Ldwards, vol. i. p. 117,
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Hestiwus, and with them Iieronymus the Egyptian, who had treated of the affijrs
of Bgypt, agree with me in this. " Also Hesiod, and Hecateeus, and Hellanicus, and
Acusiluus, and Ephorus, and Nicolaus, relate that the ancients lived a thousand
years.”?  Similar traditions of the longevity of men, in former ages, are still to be
found among the Burmans of the further Indian Peninsula, and also among the
Chinese.

VI. The Mosaic account of MEN OF A GIGANTIC STATURE, who
were inured to deeds of lawless violence and rapine,

Is confirmed by the Greelk and Latin poets, who relate that there were giants in
the first ages of the world, and also by the Greek and Latin historians, particularly
Ly Pausanias and Philostratus among the Greeks, and Pliny among the Romans,
who have recorded that, on opening some sepulchires, the bodies of men were found
to be much lurger in old times. Josephus also speaks of bones seen in his days, of
a magnitude almost exceeding credibility.s These testimonies of historians of
former nges to the generilly gigantic stature of men, furnish a satisfactory answer
to the petty cavils of those who object to the credibility of Moses, from his men-
tioning the gigantic size of Og’s bedstead. (Deut. iii, 11.) But men of very large
size are oceasionally seen even in our days.  Some allowance may also be made for
royal vanity ; as Alexander the Great ordered his soldiers to enlarge the size of
their beds that they might give to the Indians, in succeeding ages, a great idea of
the prodigious stature of the Macedonian soldiers.

VII. Ne part of the Mosaic history has been more ridiculed by
the opposers of revelation, than the narrative of the Deruag; though
No fact that ever occurred in the world is so well attested by ecivil
history. Thus,

1. The Paucity of Mankind, and the vast tracts of uninhabited
land, which are mentioned in the accounts of the first ages, show that
mankind are sprung lately from a small stock, and even suit the time
assigned by Moses before the flood. To which we may add, that the
great number of small kingdoms and petty states, in the first ages,
concur to the same purpose.

* Most eminent nations,” it has been well observed, “ like great families, have at;
all times been foud of extolling up their pedigree, and carrying it as high as pos-

sible ; and, where no marks remain of the suceessive alterations in their state, are
apt to imagine that it has been always the same. Hence the many foolish pretences

! Josephus, Antiq. Jud. lib. i. c. 8. (al. 4.) On the authors above cited by Joscphus, it
has been well remarked that “these men either were in Ppossession of traditions relating
to this fact, or that they borrowed them from Moses ; and in either case our purpose is
answered. Tor, if they received them from prevalent traditions, it will be granted that
these traditions had originally some foundation in fact; and they correspond with the

sacred history. Buat if they borrowed them from Moses, two points are gained on our part. -

It is proved that such a man as Moses did really exist; that his writings were then extant;
that they were in substance what they now are; and that they bear an antiguity more
remote than these, which are allowed to be the most ancient of the heathen writers. It is
proved further, that his history was highly estecmed, and that it was supposcd by these
writers to contain facts, Whether they drow from Moses or from tradition ; and whether
their testimony sprang from this narration or from any other source; either way, the
Mosaic account of these carly ages is corroborat~d by the oldest fragments of antiquity.”
Collyer’s Lectures on Scripture Facts, p. 104.

* Faber, vol. i. pp. 92, 93,

# The passages from the historians above mentioned are given at length in Grotius de
Veritate, lib. i. ¢, 16,

* Bp. Watson’s Apology in answer to Paine, p. 34, “ My philosophy,” he adds, “teaches
e to doubt of many things, but it does not teach me to reject every testimony which is
opposite to experience. Had I been born in Shetland, I could, on proper testimony, have
believed in the existence of the Lincolnshire OX, or the largest dray-horse in London,
though the oxen and horses of Shetland had ‘not been bigger than mastiffs.” Ibid. p. 35.
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among the ancients to their being aborigines of the countries they had inhabited
time out of mind: hence they were led fo make their several gods the founders of
their government. They knew but very little of the world:: and the tradition
which they had of that little was so far mixed and corrupted w’ith romance that it
served only to conﬁ)}uul them.! Upon the removal of thig cloud by the more dili-
gent and accurate inquiry of the moderns, we see ancient histo}y beginning to
clear up, the world puts on a very different face, and all parts of it a; ear gon-
formable to qach other, and to the late better known course of things : as 1135 roved
very clearly, in various instances, by a learned and ingenious writer.;—’ We ﬁ‘:ld the
marvellous in all the annals of those times, and more especially in the great point
of their antiquity, exceedingly reduced % and our own plain accounts still morg and
more confirmed : whence we may be convinced that both the peopling and caltivy-
tion of the earth arose at first from a few low beginnings ; that it \Tcry graduall

spread itself from some one centre; and that it has at all times proceeded b )retty
near the same slow regular steps as it does at present,”$ ypretty

! “The grounds of the uncertainty of ancient history may be seen in Stillingfleet,
Orlg}xxes Sacra, book i: ch. 1. scet, 16. 18, &c. Compare Bryant’s accurate aceount of i(:.
%ﬂssml. Of‘_thc Egyptian in particular, sce Shaw’s Travels, pp. 417, 442, 4to. Compare

aker on History and Chronology Reflect, ch. 10 and 11. Shuckford’s Conneetion, vol. ii
book viii. Winder’s History of Knowledge, vol. ii. ch, 10. scct, 4. &o. Bp. Ciayt(;n'»;
Remarks on the Origin of Hicroglyphics, p. 58. &e. Goguet, vol, iii, diss. i1, p. 269
That the Babylonish empire was not o old as has been pretended, see Le Clere on Gen. x.
Concerning the fabulous antiquity of the Chinese, see Conclusion of Mod. Hist, ii. p. 95 fol.”

2 Se\;' Bryant's Analysis of Ancient Mythology, passim. T

8 «Till men come to a serutiny, they are very apt to imagine that a number is vastly
greater than it is. I have often asked people to guess how many men there havo been in
#-direct line between the present king of England [George IL] and Adam, meaning only
one man in a gencration; the king's father, grandfather, &e,” The answer made upon a
sudden conjecture, has always been, some thousands; wherens it is evident from g calcu-
lation, there have not been two hundred. For the space of time between Adam and
Christ, let us take the genealogy of our Saviour, preserved by St, Luke, in which the
names between Adam and Christ, exclusive of both, are hut seventy-four, From the birth
of Christ to the birth of the king, wore sixteen hundred and eighty years, Let it be sup-
posed, that in the list of the king’s progenitors, every son was born when his father was
twenty-five years old, which is as early as can be supposed, one with another, According
to this supposition, there were four generations in every hundred years; d.e in those six-
teen hundred and cighty-three years, there were sixty-seven gencrations; which sixty-
seven, added to the foregoing seventy-four, will make 1o more than a hundred gnd forty-
one.” Hallet on Heb. xi. 7. note a. p- 17, Comp. Goguet, vol, iii. diss, iii, pr.  Bryant’s
Analysis, passin.

4 «This has been ohserved by Isaac Casaubon in one respect, viz, in relation to lan-
guage. *Kst enim verissimum,’ says he, ¢ linguas cmteras eo manifestiora et magis expressa
originis Hebraicse vestigia servasse, et nunc Servare, quo propius ab antiqua et prima
hominum sede abfuerunt,’ &c. A confirmation of . it, in some other respects, may be had
from the following very remarkable particular, as Hartley justly calls it (Observ. on Man,
vol ii. p. 113.): “It appears from history, that the different nations of the world have had,
cesteris paribus, more or less knowledge, civil and religious, in proportion as they were
nearer to, or had more intirqate communication with Egynpt, Palestine, Chaldma, and the

revelations made to them by God: and that the first inhabitants of the extreme parts of
the world, reckoning Palestine as the centre, were in general mere savages, Now all this
- is utterly inexplicable upon the footing of infidelity; of the exclusion of all divine com-
munications, Why should not human nature be ag sagacious, and make ag many disco~
veries, civil and religions, at the Cape of Good Hope, or in America, ns in Egypt, Palestine,
Mesopotamia, Greece, or Rome ? Nay, why should Palestine so far exceed them all, ag it
did confessedly? Allow the Scripture accounts, and all will be clear and easy. Mankind
after the ﬂoog’ were first dispersed from the plains of Mesopotamia. Some of the chief
heads of families settled there, in Palestine, and in Egypt. Palestine had afterwards
extraordinary divine illuminations bestowed upon its inhabitants, the Israelites and Jews,
Hence its inhabitants had the purest notions of (God, and the wisest civil establishment,
N{ ¢ after them come the Egyptians and Chaldzans ; who, not being removed from

# Bp. Law’s Theory of Religion, pp. 238—241, 8vo. 1820
L4



152 Credibility of the Gld Testament

Sir William Jones has shown that the traditions of the present heathen nationg
of Asia arenot of more authority than the traditions of the ancient nations of
Asia and Europe.  * We find,” he says, “no certain monument or even probable
tradition of nations Flunted, empires and states raised, laws enacted, cities built,
navigation improved, commerce encouraged, arts invented, or letters contrived,
above twelve or at most fifteen or sixteen centuries before the birth of Christ.”
And it is a well-known fact that for the first thousand years of that period we have
no history unmixed with fable, except that of the turbulent and variable, but emi-
nently distinguished nation descended from Abraham. The Chinese do not pretend
that any historical monument existed among them in the age of Confucius more
ancient than eleven hundred years before the Christian epoch. And the researches
of those who are most deeply skilled in the literature and antiquities of the
Hindoos have shown that the dawn of frue Indian history appears only three or
four centuries before the Christian sera, the preceding ages being clouded by alle-
gory or fable.!

2. The late Invention and Progress of Arts and Sciences also concur
to confirm the Mosaic history of the antediluvians: for, as the Jewish
legislator mentions little of their arts, so it appears from the late in-
vention of these after the flood that those who were preserved from
it were possessed but of few arts. :

Since the history of past ages has been more narrowly examined, it has been
proved that the ancients were fur less knowing and expert than, by 2 superstitious
reverence for every thing remote, we once were accustomed to suppose. Some of
them, indeed, have described their knowledge in lofty strains, and perhaps for their
times, and in comparison with some of their neighbours, it may have been consider-
able: and yet it is more than probable that such aceoants are chiefly owing to their
ignorance of the true state of mankind. This is particularly the case with the
Egyptians, whose learning has been so much extolled. Though ‘this country has
been styled the Mother of Arts, as well as Mistress of Religion, and was, no
doubt, as early polished as most countries ; yet if e be allowed to judge of her
improvement in other parts of séience from that most important one, and that
which in all reason should have been most cultivated, viz. that of medicine, of which
she also claims the first invention, we shall not have wuch room to admire her
highest advances. It must evidently appear,” says u learned writer, “that the
Ligyptians could have no such physicians in the days of Moses as Diodorus and
Herodotus seem to suppose : it is much more probag
they were, like the Babylonians, entirely destitute of persons skilful in curing any
diseases that might happen amongst them; and that the best method they could
think of, after consulting their oracles, was, when any one was sick, to have as
many persons to see an s‘i)eak to him as possibly could; so that if any one who
saw the sick person had bad the like distemper, he might say what was proper to
be done in that condition.”?

The pretences which the Egyptians made to antiquity so much beyond the times
recorded in the Scriptures, proceeded from their culculating by lunar years or
months, or from their reckoning the dynasties of their kings in succession, which

therr first habitations, and living irr fertile countries watered by the Nile, Tigris, and
Euphrates, may be supposed to have preserved more both of the antediluvian and post-
diluvian revelations; also to have had more leisure for invention, and more frec communi-
cation with the Israclites and Jews than any other nations. Whereas those small parties
which were driven farther and farther from each other into the extremities of heat and cold,
entirely occupied in providing necessaries for themselves, and also cut off by rivers, moun-
tains, or distance, from all communication with Palestine, Tgypt, and Chaldma, would lose
much of their original stock, and have neither inclination nor ability to invent more,’
Compare Bryant’s Analysis, passim.  Of the several arts, customs, religious rites and civil
ingtitutions which first arose in Asia, see Conclusion of Mod. Hist. p. 120. fol. Any one
that fairly exumines history will find those accounts more probable than that extraordinary
supposition of Lord Bolingbroke, viz. that science may have come originally from west to
east. Lord Bolingbroke’s Works, vol. iv. p. 14.”

! Sir W. Jones's Works, vol, iii. pp. 191, 145. 8vo. edit.

? Shuckford, Connect. book ix. p. 167, Bp. Law’s Theory of Religion, p. 246,

le that long after these times-
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were contemporary,  For Ierodotus ! mentions twelve Layptian kings reiguing at
one time. They had such different accounts, however, of"cln‘onolngya tlmta as lnt is
affirmed, some of them computed about thirteen thousand years moxze thu’n others
from the original of their dynasties to the time of Alexander the Great? The
solar yenr, in use among the Egyptians, who were most celebrated for astronomy
was so0 imperfect, that tlhey said the sun had several times changed its course sincé
the beginning of their dynasties; imputing the defeet of their own computation to
the sun’s variation, or else affecting to speak something wonderful and extravagant,
And Cassini has found the sccount of eclj ses, at the beginning of Diogenes Lner-
tius, to be fulse;'\vhich is a further confutation of the fabulons pretgnces of the
Egyptians to antiquity. The earliest astronomical observations to be met with
which were made in Egypt are those performed by the Greeks of Alexandria, less
than three hundred years before Christ, as Dr. Halley has observed3 : and since the
recent discoveries in the Egyptian Hieroglyphics of our great archeeologist, Dr.
Young, and of MM. Letronne and Champollion in France, it has been ascertained
th‘at the celebmtgd zodiacs of Esné and Dendera, to which some modern antagonists
of divine revelation bad assigned an incalculable antiquity, ave posterior to the time

- af Jesus Christ, as well as the edifices on the ceilings of which they were })aintedl 4

The pretensions of the Chaldeans to profound attainments in science have been
shown to be equally unfounded, According to Berosus, they supposed the moon
to be a luminous hody, whence it is evident that they could have no great skill in
astronomy : besides, they wanted instruments for making exact culcu?utions. All
that remains of their boasted astronomical discoveries is only seven eclipses of the
moon’; and even those are but very coarsely set down, the oldest not being more
than seven hundred years before Christ: whence it is evident that they had made
but little progress in’this science. And though Callisthenes is said by Por, hyry to
have brought observations from Babylon to Greece upwards of nineteen Ymn red
Years older than Alexander, yet as the proper authors of those observations neither
made any mention nor use of them, this circumstance renders his report justly sus-
pected for o fable.®  So little ground is there for us to depend upon the accounts
of time and the vain boasts of antiquity which these nations have made.

The Greeks had their astronomy from Babylon®; and the Athenians had but
three hundred and sixty days in their year in the time of Demetrius Phalereus?:
yet Dr. Halley further observes, that the Grecks were the first practical astro-
nomers, who endeavoured in earnest to make themselves masters of the science, and
that Thales was the first who could predict an eclipse in Greece, not six hundred
years before Christ, and that Hipparchus made the first catalogue of the fixed stars
not above one hundred and fifty years before Christ.

¥ Lib. ii. ¢. 151, ? Diodor. Sic. lib. i.

¥ Wotton on Ant, and Mod. Learning, ch. 23, Jenkin's Reasonableness of Christianity,
vol. i. pp. 835—as7. ’

* Cellérier, de 'Origine Authentique et Divine de I’Ancien Testament, pp. 100—104.
Qn the planisphere or zodiae of Dendera, M. Champollion discovered an evidently Roman
title, that of ATOKPTP, Abroxpdrwp, or emperor, in phenetic hieroglyphics; which, most
probably, may indicate Claudius or Nero, as both those sovereigns, in their medals struck
in Egypt, are very often designated by that identical appellation. On prosecuting his
‘reaearcheg still farther, M. Champollion read on the great edifice, in the ceiling of which
that planisphere had been placed, the titles, names, and sarnames of the emperors Tibe-
xius, Claudius, Nero, and Domitian; and on the portico of Esné, the zodiac of which was
reputed to be older than that of Dendera, by several ages, he read the imperial Roman
names of Claudius and Antoninus Pius, Consequently these monuments, for which
Volney and other infidel literati had claimed an incalculably remote antiquity, belong to
that period when Egypt was under the domination of the Romans, and they cannot be
dated earlier than the first or second century of the Christian mra, Greppo, Essai sur le
Systéme Hiéroglyphique de M. Champollion, pp. 262, 263. Paris, 1829, Sce also M.
Poole’s article on Egypt, in the eighth volume of the Encyclopsdia Britannica (eighth
edition); and also his Hors Algyptiace; or, Chronology of ancient Egypt discovered from
+ « . « Hieroglyphical Records, London, 1851,

* Dr. Halley, in Wotton’s Observations on Learning, ch, 23. Stanley, in his History of
Philosophy (pp. 757, 768. Lond. 1758), has shown that Porphyry’s account is intitled to
Littl / -redit; since there is nothing extant in the Chaldman astrology more ancient thap
the ¢ ra of Nabonassar, which begins only 747 years before Christ.

¢ derodotus, lib, ii. ¢. 109, ? Pliny, Hist, Nat. lib. xxxiv. ¢. C.
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According to the well known observation of Varro!, there wag nothing that ean
deserve the name of history to be tound among the Grecks before the Olympiads,
which commenced only about twenty years before the building of Rome ; anc Plu-
tarch informs us how little the tables of the Olympiads are to be relied on.2 What-
ever learning or knowledge of ancient times the Romans had, they borrowed it from
the Greeks,  For they were so little capable of transmitting their own affairs down
to_posterity with any exactness in goint of time, that for many ages they had
neither dials nor hour-glasses by which to measure their days and nights for
common use ; and for three hundred years they knew no such things as hours, or
the like distinetions, but computed their time only from noon to noon,

The pretensions of the Chinese to antiquity appear equally vain, and upon the
same grounds, They, too, understand little or nothing o astronomy. Indeed,
they themselves confess that thejr antiquities are in great part fabulous, and they
acknowledge that their must ancient books were in hieroglyphics, which were not
expounded by any one who lived nearer than one thousand seven hundred yenrs to
the first author of them ; that the numbers in computation are sometimes mistaken,
or that months are put for years. But of what antiquity or authority soever their
first writers were, there is little or no eredit to be given to the books now remaining,
since the general destruction of all ancient books by the Emperor Xi Hoam Ti.
He lived only about two hundred Years before Christ, and commanded, upon pain
of death, all’the monuments of antiquity to be destroyed velating either to history
or philosophy, especially the books of Confucius ; and killed many of their learned
men: so that from his time they have only some fragments of o{d authors left, —
The Chinese are a people vain enough {o say any thing that may favour their pre-
tences to antiquity, and love to magnify themselves to the Europeans, which makes
them endeavour to have it believed that their antiquities are sufliciently entire,
notwithstanding this destruction of their books. But the fact is well known to ba
otherwise: — and, upon inspection, it was found that their instruments were use-
less ; and that after all their boasted skill in astronomy, they were not able to make
an exact calendar, and their tables of eclipses were so incorrect that they could
scarcely foretell about what time thas of the sun should happent In like manner,
the boasted antiquity, claimed for the science and records of the Hindoos over
those of Moses by some modern writers, has been fully exposed since scientific
Europeans have hecome thoroughly acquainted with ~their language.  « The
Hindoos, perhaps the most anciently civilised people on the face of the eartl, and
who have least deviated from thejr originally established forms, have unfortunately
no history. Among an infinite number of books of mystical theology and abstruse
metaphysics, they do not possess g single volume that is capable of affording any
distinet account of their origin, or of the various events that have oceurred to
their communities. ‘Their Maha-Bharata, or pretended great history, is nothing
more than 4 poem. The Pouranas are mere legends ; on comparing which with the
Greck and Latin authors, it is excessively difficult to establish .a few slight coinci-
dences of chronology, and even that js continually broken off and interrupted, and
never goes back farther than the time of Alexander? It is now clearly proved
that their famous astronomical tables, from which it has been attempted to sssign a
grodioious antiquit,y to the Hindoos, have been calculated backwards®; and it has

een :iately ascertained that their Surya-Siddhanta, ‘which they consider as their. .

most ancient astronomical treatise, and pretend to have been revealed to their nation
wore than two milliens of years ago, must have been composed within the seven

¥ Censorinus, De Die Natali, ¢. 21,

* Martinii Iist. Sin, — Le Compte's Memoir.

* Jenkin’s Reasonablencss of Christianity, vol. i, pp. 839—343.; and see also Winder’s
History of Knowledge, vol. ii. chapters X.—xX., where the facts abov. stated are confirmed
by proofs. Additional testimonies to the late date and imperfect progress of knowledge
among the Chinese may be seen in the facts and authorities collected by Bp, Law, in his
Theory of Religion. pp. 243—245. note (z). i

* Consult the elaborate memoir of Mr. Paterson, respecting the kings of Magadaha
¢mperors of Hindostan, and upon the epochs of Vicramadityia and Salahanna, in the
Calentta Memoirs, vol. ix.

¢ Bee Expos. du Syst. du Monde, by Count Laplace, p. 330,

* Plutarch, in N"uma, initio.
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hundred and fifty years last past.!  Their Vedas, or sacred books, judying from the
calendars which are coujoingd with them, and by which they are guided in their
religious observances, and estimating the colures indicated in these calendays, may
perbaps go back about three thousand two hundred years, which nearly coincides
with the epoch of Moses,? Yet the indoos are not eutirely ignorant of the revo-
lutions which have affocted the globe, as their theology has in £OMme measure conse-
crated certain successive destructions which its surface has already undergone, and
is still doomed to experience : and they only carry back the last of those which
have already happened, about five thousand’ years$; besides which, one of these
revolutions is described in terms nearly corresponding with the account given by
Moses* It is also very remarkable thut the epocL at which they fix the commence.,
ment of the reigns of their fest hunan sovereigns of the race of the sun and nioon,
is nearly the same at which the ancieng authors of the west have placed the origin
of the Assyrian monarehy, or about four thousand years ago.”s

From all these particulars it is evident how little credit is o be
given to the pretences which the several nations among the heathens
have made to antiquity, without any ground from history, but upon
uncertain calculations of astronomy, in which science they actually
had but little or no skill,

3. The truth of the Mosaic history of the deluge is confirmed by
the Tradition of it, which universally obtained. If such an event had
ever happened, it is natural to expect that some traces of it will be
found in the records of pagan nations as well as in those of Seripture.
Indeed it is scarcely probable, not to say possible, that the know-
ledge of so great a calamity should be utterly lost to the rest of the
world, and should be confined to the Jewish nation alone. We find,
however, that this is by no means the case s & tradition of the deluge,
in many respects accurately coinciding with the Mosaic account of it,
has been preserved almost universally among the ancient nations,

! Sce the Memoirs, by Mr. Bentley, on the Antiquity of the Surya-Siddhanta, in the
Caleutta Memoirs, vol. vi, P- 587, and the Memoir by the same author on the Astrono-
mical Systems of the Hindoos, ibid. vol. ix. p. 195.

? See the Memoir by Mr. Colebrooke upon the Vedas, and particularly p. 493., in the
Calcutta Memoirs, vol. viii.

* Voyage to India by M. le Gentil, i, 235, Bentley in the Calcutta Memoirs, vol. ix,
P. 222. Paterson in ditto, ibid. p. 86,

¢ Sir William Jones 88ys, “W}L may fix the time of Buddah, or the ninth great incar-«
nation of Vishnu, in the year 1014 before the birth of Christ. The Cashmirians, who
boast of his descent in their kingdom, assert that he appeared on earth about two centuries
after Crishna, the Indian Apollo, We have therefore determined another inte-
resting epoch, by fixing the age of Crishna near the year 1214 before Christ, As the
three first avatars or descents of Vishnu relate no less clearly to an universal deluge in
which eight persons only were saved, than the fourth and fifth do to the punishment of
impiety and the humiliation of the proud, we may for the' sresent assume that the second,
or silver age of the Hindoos, was subsequent to the diiarsion from Babel; so that we
have only a dark interval of about a thousand years, which were employed in the settle-
ment of nations, and the cultivation of civilised society.” Works of Sir William Joncs,
vol i p. 29. TLondon, 1799. 4to.
* Cavier's Theory of the Earth, Pp. 156—159. The extravagant priority claimed for
2 the Hindoo records and sciences over the writings of Moses by M. Bailly and some other
modern infidel! writers, has been fully disproved by Count Laplace, in his Exposition du
i Systéme du Monde, é)p. 298, 294, 4to. or vol. ii, Pp. 253, 254, of Mr. Pond’s English
transiation; and by Captain Wilford and Mr. Bentley, in their elaborate Memoirs on
Hindoo Chronology, inserted in the fifth volume of the Caleutta Memoirs or Asiatic
Researches. The subject is also considered by Mr, Carwithen in the second of his
Bampton Lectures; but the most compendious view of it is to be found in Dr, Nares’s
Bampton Lectures, pp. 222227, and especially his Incid and satisfacto note, pp. 256
—278.; which, depending upon minute calculations and deductions, will not admit of
abridgement.
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It is indeed a very remarkable fact concerning the deluge, that the
memory of almost all nations ends in the history of it, even of those
nations which were unknown until they were discovered by enter-
prising voyagers and travellers; and that the traditions of the deluge
were kept up in all the rites and ceremonies of the Gentile world,
And it is observable, that the farther we go back, the more vivid the
traces appear, especially in those countries which were nearest to the
scene of action. The reverse of this would happen, if the whole were
originally a fable. The history would not only be less widely dif-
fused ; but, the more remote our researches, the less light we should
obtain ; and however we might strain our sight, the objects would by
degrees grow faint, and the scene would terminate in clouds and
darkness. Besides, there would not have been that correspondence
and harmony in the traditions of different nations, which so plainly

subsisted among them : now this could not be the result of chance,

but must necessarily have arisen from the same history being uni-
versally acknowledged. These evidences are derived to us from
people who were of different ages and countries, and, in consequence,
widely separated from each oﬁler: and, what is extraordinary, they
did not know, in many instances, the purport of the data which they
transmitted, nor the value and consequence of their intelligence. In
their mythology they adhered to the letter, without considering the
meaning ; and acquiesced in the hieroglyphic, though they were
strangers to the purport of it. With respect to ourselves, it is a
happy circumstance, not only that these histories have been trans-
mitted to us, but also that, after an interval of so long a date, we
should be able to see into the hidden mystery, and from these crude
materials to obtain such satisfactory truths, We now proceed to
notice a few of the most striking of these traditional narratives.

Thus Berosus, the Chaldean historian, following the most ancient writings, a3
Josephus affirms?, has related the same things as Moses, of the deluge, and of man-
kind perishing in it, and likewise of the ark in which Nochus, the restorer of the
buman race, was preserved, being carried to the summit of the Armenian moun-
tains. Hieronymus the Egyptian, who wrote the antiquities of the Pheenicians,
Nicolaus of Damnscus, and many others, mention these things, as Josephus? also
testifies. Further, there is a fragment preserved of Abydenus?, an ancient Assyrinn
bistorian, in which mention is made of the deluge being foretold before it happened,
and of the birds being sent forth three different times to see whether the earth was
dried, and of the ark %eing driven into Armenia. He and others e with Moses
in the main circumstances, but in lesser particulars sometimes adulterate the truth
with fabulous mixtures. Alexander Polyhistor, another ancient historian, is cited
by Cyril* of Alexandria, together with Abydenus, and both to the same purpose. He
sys, that in the reign of Xisuthrus (the same s Noah) was the great deluge ; that
Xisuthrus wus saved, Saturn having predicted to him what should happen, and that
be ought to build an ark, and, together with the fowls and creeping things and
cattle, to sail in it. .

Among the Greeks, Plato® mentions the great deluge, in which the cities were
destroyed, and useful arts were lost; and suggests that there wus a great and uni-
versal deluge before the particular inundations celebrated by the Grecians, He

! Josephus contra Apion, lib. i, § 19. edit. Hudson.

% Joseph. Antiq. lib. i. cap. 8.

* Abyd. in Buseb, Prep. Evang. lib. ix. cap. 12. edit, Vigeri.

¢ Cyril contra Jul lib. i. p. 8, edit. Spanhemii.

* Plato de Leg. 1ib, jii. p. 677, tom. ii.; Timwmus, p. 23. tom, iii. edit Scrrani.
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)}ru‘h.ﬂy"thogght that there had been several deluges, but one greater than the rest
Aloreimer, it was ;Bxisﬁfgglfrllm}:lor zht; Egyptiic_mﬁ, as Diodorus ! infortus us, that most
g cres 1€ deluge, which was in Deucalion’s t} Ovid's?
description of Deucalion’s flood is so well know hered by orery s
ipti : n and remembered | 1
that it is needless to point out its identity wi to 2y onC ke
) 3 with Noah's flood ¢
reccived the least tincture of lotters Pluty 3, in bis treatise of tpe o0 A8
: ' X arch3, in his treatise of the i
a“l’(m“]s! observes, .that a dove was sent out b Deucalion, which ente]rinsr‘rlé;"mtntyﬂ()f
Ark agam, was a sign of the continuance of the flood, but afrerv:’ardé fl 'ﬁwnz? v
was };1 sxgrll) 05 serene weather. Homer also plainly alludes to the partic)ula? ofwt?,
ramug;:rl,n y ct:'xlhng it a srg;]n or token to men, répic HepdTwr dulp iy e
mentions® more than once the great deluge in Deucalion’s ti
! i st a
a}}c lwhxch Preserved t’he small remnant of human kind, He describes :l]:(; :}::a(l ’t‘l;f
::lecélrll 1:;';5 olf]' o?fluc‘};lmtl z;) ﬂ:mll af_ter the example of Noal's flood : the present I"l(]:(; of
rC Hrst, but the former generation was all destro ed ; this second
! ; bu n wy second
sp}:"m;lg from Deucalion ; the former was a wicked and prnﬂlgnt:e generation ”;'gg
W ich reason this great qulm:mty befel them ; the eqrth gave forth abundzinéc of
;chtﬁl& g(-lz'::teshc:ge:s t.ﬂf xiu_m fell, and the rivers increased, and the seq swelled to
gree, that all things were water, and all men perished: D i
e : ¢ Deucali
er:asség:te (fiori : s:}clzi(:nd generntuiln, (g1 :iccount of his prudence and Iiety; nnc(l) 1111: 131;(;
r manner; he built a great ark, and entered ; it wi i
wife and children, and to him swine, " i ind serense o bis
. , and horses, and lions, and serpents,
:]flel;rhﬁnﬁ?;e: v:lnch ttlllme earth mamtlt;ins, came in pairs: he ;eceivedrl:hem’a?;lda;g
OLj on the contrary, there was, by divine instinet, great friendshi
3:5):(? tl:fﬁ'h anbd they ssule?1 togither in the same ark, sg long ;lsgthe wl:teel;'d;?ép
. ¢ beginning and in the conclusion, he professes to h i te
account from the Grecian ] o re_cexv.ed this
fooqunt fi clans, 80 that he cannot be suspected of borrowing it from
The orthodox among the ancient Pers; i i
] ersians believed in a deluge, and that ;
Zx}mvgrsa], and overwhg%‘med the whole earth, Similar tradition;; l;ave preﬁ'tailli(‘iv?z
C;e_ ‘ax:zt.among the Hindoos, Burmans, and Chinese: of these, the tradition of the
”)‘u]n.s‘, 18 particularly worthy of note, as it not only refers, hoth directly and indi-
rectly, to the deluge itself, but also to the cause of it. The same tradition of
a general flood is also to be traced among the ancient. Goths and Druids, as well ag

among the Mexicans, Peruvians, Brazilians, and Nlcaraguana; to whom may be

" added tl : i i i i
¢d the very lately discovered inhabitants of Western Caledonia?, the Cree

Indians in the “polar regi 1 i
:  poiar regions of North America®, the Otaheitans thei
version to Christianity, and also? the Sandwich I’sla.nders.20 before their con-

From these various evidences it is manifest that th
. C e heathen
well acquainted with all the leading circumstances of the uniiz?resﬁ
deluge; that their traditions (though largely blended with fable)

! Diod. Sic. lib. 1. p. 10, edit. Rhodomani. ? Ovid, ib, i
* Plutarch, de Solértia Anim ium, p. 968, t il edi is, 165 Metamor. lib. ,
+ Lot xi.,28. alium, p. om. ii. edit, Paris, 1624, .
- 8 Lucian in Timon, p. 59. De Saltation i i
883. tom. ii. cdit. Benedioti, ¢ P 930. tom. i. et de Syria Des, pp. 882,
: l];whop Ne:}ton’s ?Vorks, vol. i, pp. 188—191.
arman’s Journal of Voyages and Travels | :doni; i i
Ql:agerly i‘{review, el of Y ,;) 4gl ] tavels in Western Caledonia, abridged in the
apt. Franklin’s Journey to the Polar Sea, P. 78. London, 1828, i
i . 78, 23. 4to. »
11.3, 114, 8vo. edit. “The North American Indian,” says Majo; Strickl:gd o‘fizot!:;,z:;ilri)gx:
with the hlst_ory of ti.le deluge. Indeed, the general idea of the flood all ov’er the world
:ﬁen';g ﬁl?s(;ld in t}txbe1 mmg i(;fﬂ the hu'x’nan family, from pole to pole, as if to give the le to all
o f00 s + . §
oo 89.qm es of delity.” Strickland’s Twenty-seven Years in Canada West,
:o ];]vlllis’s Polgnesian Researches, vol. i, pp. 62, 63,
. Most of the above noticed traditions are given at length in Mr. Faber's H
saices, vol. L. pp, 98—136. with references to various authorities for each, ngrghtfrdoor;
Turner !ms :a:lso collected a truly valuable series of historical testimonies to the fact of the
deluge,m hig « Sacred ngtory of the World,” vol, ii., Pp. 270—289, eighth edit M,
Bryant's Analysis of Ancient Mythology (8 vols. 4to. or 6 vols, 8vo.), howevey, s the
completest work on the subject of the deluge, as preserved in the traditiong 'of the

ancients; an abstract of hig system is given in the E i! i i i
thensis, article Deluge, 4 8 : neyelopedias, Britannica aud Per.



158 Credibility of the Oid Testament,

Lear a striking resemblance to the narrative of Moses; and that the moral certainty
of that great event is cstablished on a basis sufliciently firm to bid defiance to the
cavils of scepticism. Instead, therefore, of asserting (as it had been asserted, con-
trary to all the evidence furnished by civil history), that we have no suflicient
evidence to induce us to believe that the deluge ever took place,—*let the inge.
nuity of unbelief first account satisfactorily for this universal. agrecment of the
pagan world, and she may then, with a greater degree of plausibility, impeach the
truth of the seriptural narrative of the deluge.”?

VIIL The first remarkable occurrence after the flood was the
attempt to build the Zower of Babel (Gen. xi. 1—4.); and this is
not omitted in pagan records.

Berosus, the Chaldee historian, mentions it, with the following additional circum-
stances, that it was erected by giants who waged war against the gods, and were at
length dispersed, and that the edifice was beaten down by a great wind.  Accord-
ing to Josephus, the building of this tower is also mentioned by Hestizus, and by
one of the ancient sibyls?, and also, as Eusebius informs us, by Abydenus and
Rupolemus.® 'The tower of Belus, mentioned by Herodotus, is, in all probability,
the tower of Bubel, repaired by Belus I1., king of Babylon, who is frequently con-
founded by the ancient historians with Belus L, or Nimrod. That it was con-
structed with burnt bricks and bitumen (as we read in Gen. xi. 8.) is attested by
Justin, Quintus Curtius, Vitruvius, and other heathen writers, and also by the
relations of modern travellers, who have described its ruins.4

IX. The History of the DESTRUCTION of Sodom and Gomorrah

Is expressly attested by Diodorus Siculus, Strabo, Solinus, Tacitus, Pliny, and
Josephus; whose accounts mainly agree with the Mosaic narrative; and their
reports concerning the physical appearance of the Dead Sea are confirmed in all
material points by the relations of modern travellerss, and especially by commander
(now captain) Lynch, of the United States’ Navy, who in 1847 first navigated the
Dead Sea since the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, in his Narrative of the
United States’ Expedition to the River Jordan.t

X. Berosus, Alexander Polyhistor from Eupolemus and Melo
(writersmore ancient than himself), Nicolaus Damascenus, Artapanus,
and other ancient historians cited by Josephus and Busebius, make
express and honourable mention of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and

! Faber’s Hors Mosaice, vol. 1. p. 136, For & notice of objections made by modern un-
believers to the Mosaic Narrative of the Deluge, as being contrary to matter of fact, see
the Appendix to this volame, No. VIIL infra,

* Josephus, Ant. Jud. lib. i. ¢ 4. (al. e. 5.) § 3.

* Rusebius, de Praep. Evang, lib. ix. ¢. 14.

* The testimonies above noticed are given at length by Mr. Faber, Horm Mosaices, vol. i.
pp. 146—170. See also Dr. Hales's Analysis, vol. i. pp. 850~-855.; Mr. Rich’s Memoirs
on the Ruins of Babylon, 8vo. 1818 ; Sir R. K. Porter’s Travels in Georgia, Persia, &c.,
vol. ii. pp. 308-—332.; and especially the recent learned researches of Mr. Layard, which
contain one of the noblest monaments of the credibility of the sacred writers that can be
furnished by profound learning and patient researches combined.

¢ Diod. Sic. lib, xix. ¢, 98, tom. viii. pp, 418—421. edit. Bipont.  Strabo, 1ib, xvi. pp.
1087, 1088. edit, Oxon. Solinus, ¢. 36, Tacitus, Hist, lib. v. c. 6. (al. 7.) Pliny, Hist.
Nat. lib. v. c. 16. lib, xxxv. ¢. 15.  Joscphus, de Bell. Jud. Iib. iv. ¢, viii, § 4. Taber,
vol. i, pp. 171—174.

¢ *Capt. Lynch gives the following account of the impression made upon himself and
his friends by their careful examination of the river ” [Jordan] “and of the lnke” [or
Dead Sea] in which it ends: —* It is for the learned to comment on the facts which we
have laboriously coliceted. Upon ourselves the result is a decided one; we entered npon
this sea with conflicting opinions. One of the party was sceptical; and another, I think,
a professed unheliever of the Mosaic account.  After twenty-two days’ close investigation,
if I am not mistaken, we were unanimous in the conviction of the truth of the Seriptural

account of the destruction of the cities of the Plain.” (Narrative, P- 253.) Rawlinson’s

Bampton Lecture for 1859, p. 371
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Joseph, agrecing with the accounts of Moses; and Josephus states
that Hecataus wrote a book concerning Abraham, which was extant
in his time, though it is now lost.! ’

XI. That Moses was not a mythological person (as has recently
been affirmed, contrary to all history), but areal character and an
eminent legislator, we have already shown in a preceding page.? To
the testimonies there adduced, we may add, that the departu?'e.of the
Israclites from Egypt, and their miraculons passage of the Red Sea
1s attested by Berosus, Artapanus, Strabo, Diodorus Siculus, Nume.
nius, Justin, and Tacitus. Of these, the testimonies of Artapanus
and Diodorus are particularly worthy of notice.

According to Artapanus, the Heliopolitans gave the following account of the
passage of the Red Sen : —“ The king of Egypt, as soon as the Jews had departed
from his country, pursued them with an immense army, bearing along with him
the consecrated ammals. But Moses having by the divine command struck the
waters with his rod, they parted asunder, and afforded g free passage to the Israel-
ites. The Egyptians attempted to follow them, when fire suddenlyaﬂashed in their
faces, and the sed returning to its usual chaunel, brought an universal destruction
upon their army."$ A similar tradition, though less minutely particular, is men-
tioned b{v Diotlorus, as subsisting even at the time when he wrote. He relates that
among the Ichthyophagi, the natives of the spot, a tradition is given, which is bro-
served from their ancestors, that by a great ebb of the waters, the w’hole bosm%x of
the gulf became dry, disclosing its weeds, the sea rolling upon the nppusite‘ shors,
Bug the bare earth having been rendered visible from the very bottom of the abyss
the tide returning in its strength restored the passage once more to its former c}ox;:
dition.* Nor is the ol tradition of the country evgn yet extinet,  According to g
learned and respectable modern travelier, the inhabitants of Corondel and its neigh-
bourhood (on the eastern side of the Ited Sea) to this duy preserve the 1'e|11é;n—
brance of the deliverance of the Israclites ; which event is further confirmed b
the Red Sea being called, by the Arabian geographers, the sea of Kolzwm, that is
of destruction. . “The very country, indeed, where the event ig said to have hup:
pened, bears testimony in some degree to the nccuracy of the Mosaical narrative
bl..l” is the scriptural Etham denominated Liti; the wilderness of Shur the moun-:
tain of Sinai, und the country of DParan, are still known by the same n:unesG ; and
Marah, Elath, and Midian, ave still familiar to the ears of the Arabs. The érove
of Elim yet remains; and its twelve fountains have neither decreased nor diminished
in number since the days of Moses."? ‘

XIIL Turther, the HEATHEN WRITERS BORROWED IMAGES from
the accounts communicated in the Scriptures, and attributed to their
deities distinctions similar to those which are ascribed to the Divine
Majesty, when God manifested himself to the world. Thus, both
poets and historians represented the heathen deities to be veiled in
clouds, as Jehovah appeared, -

Many of their religious institutions were likewise evidently derived from the

! Josephus, Ant. Jud. lib. i, ¢. 7. Eusebius, Preep. Evang. lib 1:x cc. 17—23 The;
%ﬂs:_gle;;bove referred to are given at length in Mr. Faber’s Horse Mosaicm, vol. i. pp.
' % See pp. 49—55. suprd. :

s E?sebius,.Prmp. Evang. lib, ix. ¢. 27. This circumstance (Mr. Faber remarks) of the
Egyp-mms being struck with lightning, as well as being overwhelmed by the waves, is
mentioned in Psaln Ixxvii. 17., although unnoticed in the Pentateuch. ’

: Diod. Sie, Iib. {ii. ¢ 39. (vol. ii. p- 279. edit. Bipont.)

. Dr. Shm’v's Travels in Barbary and the Levant, vol. ii. pp. 99, 100. Edinb. 1808,

. Niebuhr's Travels, vol. i pp. 189, 191.

o ?‘;.be{% ;ol.‘:.l gp‘; 1‘89——191. See also Huet’s Demonstratio Evangelica, prop. iv, vol, i,

. 78—153., where very numer iti i i i
Sredibilig of i A\Iosnic{vritings.ous additional collateral testimonies are given to the
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Mosaic appointments, as that of marringe and the observance of stated d:
the Greeks and Romans, and, indeed, imong almost all nations. '_(123111:13;2 gfm glr;g_
C'l‘lnl)t‘,lil}m‘].,] which was appointed by the Almighty as a sign of a distinctive covenant
;11‘(; el]':l )ri::t‘i?)ln, and (;lesxgned to be expressive of spiritual purity?, was adopted by
several ‘Th(l)l: not elgﬁend'ed from that patriarch, as the Egyptians, Colchians, and
'”)(";.t The eb:\re ikewise other particulars in which the Greeks and Romans
ap) f o have orrowed customs from the Jews. Thus Solon, conformably to the
J ;\:1 Sexl 1}11 dwctgtei dcclx;eed that the time of ghe sun setting on the mountains should
pe deemed t ¢ a&:t bour of the day. This law was copied into the laws of the
elve tab es, and observed by the Romans ; whose laws concerning the inheritance
and adoption of children, retribution in punishment of corporeal injuries, and other
points, seem to have been framed on principles sanctioned by Moses ; and traces of
resemblance between the Hebrew and Roman codes are still to be discovered in the
Institutes of Justinian. The Jewish custom of orphan girls marrying their next of
km'lalso obtained among the heathens. The appropriation of a tenth part of the
:pox sé %f the produce of lands, and of other things, to religious purposes, is men-
11<t;n<. L y many | a%an writers. Lyeurgus distributed the possession of lands by
ot, aud rendered them inalienable;. Those feasts, in which servants were put on
alx: equulltj with their masters, were apparently borrowed from the Jews, and from
the feast of tabernacles: and the reverence which the Jews paid to the state of the
moon also influenced the Lacedemonians, who are supposed to have been early con-
3(3i,‘ted with the Jews; and who, in consequence of their superstition, havin
I);‘:chceigaizt]ilsan;ir(;g ofhthexr arfl'n); till laflger the new moon, were thus dep,rived ogf
‘ticipating e honour of the celebr: by di
arrive till the day after it had taken plice?’ted bastle of Marathon, a9 they did not

The preceding statements and facts are surely suffici i
rece , cient to satisf
aMny candid inquirer, that the principal facts relz:ted in the bos:k;so);'

oses do not depend upon his solitary testimony; but that they
are supported by the concurrent voice of all nations,” Upon what
E;nmple (ia,n this coincidence be accounted for, if Moses had not
occ::r:efie? person, and if the events recorded by him had not actually
XIII. Many other things, which the Old Testam
ent relates to h
happened, subsequently to the giving of the law until the Bai)y(iorfi:ﬁ

captivity, are to be found .
shall be 5 dmced s . Thas, among profane writers, A few of these

1. From the story of Moses's rod (Exod. iv. 1 i
of the Thyrsus of Bacchus and the a.ducetzav of 7&::1'fu113;? thens invented the fables

; iompa;e Gen. xvii, 1?. ;hRom. ii. 28, 29.; Phil, iii, 8.
modern opposer of the Bible has affirmed, contrary to i

l});)rro;ved the rite of circumcision from th'giEg;E;tians.mFro::n aglsgﬁgﬁg utats};e o
H :;qfrggxs} l::h(}z‘. go:t; several hum}lred years after Moses (and who collected hirs, infagr?n;n
ptian priests, whose extravagant claims t iqui o

been refuted), some learned men have conjectured The Hobrovsy oY have long since

€ ] that the Heb derived i
Egyptians; but conjectures are not U Indeo i et o bo mied e
8 proofs. Indeed, so little d d
the historical traditions of the Egypti ; o Das b oo Dlaced o
8 of ptiang, the falsehood of which h: i
.’]"ol{:e \lgagihﬁrl?r,n :}éia:ttelt 131 t]morehtha.nhprc:]ba,ble that the Egyptia:: b;:gvzﬁp?:egolg’ tsl::
- or I} ites; although, at this distance of time, it is i ible ti
the way in which circumeision became established 1 R
he T c the Egyptians. It i
worthy of remark, that the practice of this rite aamong h ore i 3 very consi.
derably from that of the Egyptians. Among the tm o e Hebrews' v Al
furmed on the eighth day after the birth of t%e m'dgl::xllﬁr' 1 ot e e S ony per.
y : ild; but i

point of mere decency and cleanliness, and was not pcrformgd zilglllgﬂfc}; ctllltit::::;:hw;:af
’

‘and then upon persons of both sexes. See Marsham’s Chronicus Canon Zgyptiacus, and
]

Spencer, de Legibus Hebrorum,

Bp. Gray’s Connection between Sacred i
and Profane i
1Iuct, Demonstratio Evangelica, ut suprd, Literature, vol. i. pp. 187—193.

v
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2. The circumstance of Jephthal's devoting his daughter gave rise to the story of
Iphigenia being sacrificed by her father Agamemnon.
8. The story of Scylia having cut off the purple lock of her father Nisus, kin

" of Megura, and given it to his enemy, Minos (with whom he was then at war), an

by that means destro red both him and his kingdom, — was in sll probability taken
from the history of Sumson's being shaved.

4. When Herodotus, the father of profane history, tells us, from the priests of
Egypt, that their traditions had informed them, that in very remote ages the sun
had four times departed from his regular course, having twice set where he ought
to have risen, and twice risen where he ought to have set, —1t is impossible to read
this most singular tradition, without recollecting the narrative i the book of
Joshua, which relates, ® That the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted not
to go down about a whole day ;” and the fact related in the history of Hezekiah
“ that the sun went back ten degrees, on the dial of Ahaz.” 'The priests ot Egypt
professed to expluin the revolutions of the Nile, the fertility of their country, and
the state of public health, by the influence of the sun; and, therefore, in mention-
ing the unexampled traditional phenomena alluded to, they adverted to a circum-
stance, which to them appeared as remarkable as the facts themselves, that those
singular deviations of the sun from his course had lpx'oducecl no sensible effects on
the state of the river, on the productions of the soil, on the proigress of 'diseases, or
on deaths. The circamstances are not mentioned in the same form by Joshua and
Herodotus, but they are in substance the same in both the narratives.  And, sup-
posing the traditions to have been founded on facts, it can scarcely be doubted that
they relate to the same events ; especially when we recollect, that where so much
was ascribed to the influence of the sun, such remarkable deviations from the course
of ordinary experience could not fail to be handed down through many ages.!

5. Eupolemus and Dius, as quoted by Eusebius and Grotius, mention many
remarkable circumstances of David and Solomon, agreein with the Old Testament
history?; and Herodotus has a remarkable passage which evidently refers to the
destruction of the Assyrians in the reign of Hezekiah, in which he mentions Sen-
nacherib by name?® As we advance further to the Assyrian monarchy, the Serip-
ture accounts agree with the profane ones rectified; and when we descend still
lower to the sera of Nabonassar and to the kings of Babylon and Persia, who are
posterior to this wera, and are recorded in Ptolemy’s canon or series of them, we find
the agreement of sacred and profane history much more exact, there being certain
criteria in profane history for fixing the facts related in it. And it is remarkable,
that not only the direct relations of the historical books, but also the indirect men-
tion of things in the prophecies, correspond with the true chronology ; which is an
unquestionable evidence for their genuinenass and truth,

The history contained in the Old Testament is throughout distinct,
methodical, and consistent; while profane history is utterly deficient
in the first ages, and full of myths or fictions in the succeeding ages;
and becomes clear and precise in the principal facts, only about the
period when the Old Testament history ends: so that the latter
corrects and regulates the former, and renders it intelligible in many
instances which must otherwise be given up as utterly inexplicable.
How then can we suppose the Old Testament history not to ‘be
genuine and true, or a wicked imposture to be made, and not only
continue undiscovered, but even to increase to & most andacious
height in a nation, that, of all others, kept the most exact accounts of
time? It is further worthy of remark, that this same nation, who
mav not have lost so much as one year from the creation of the world
to the Babylonish captivity, as soon 2s they were deprived of the
assistance of the prophets, became the most inaccurate In their

N .

e %::ggﬁx?,s,g;:t%’;gé.liﬁ: }:5 'cec‘.hgothlllf' 39—41. Josephus, Ant. Jud. lib. viii.
* P Lib. i e, 141. '
VOL. L M
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methods of keeping time; there heing nothing more erroncous than
the accounts of Josephus and the modern Jews, from the time of
Cyrus to that of Alexander the Great : notwithstanding that all the
requisite aids might easily have been horrowed from the neighbouring
nations, who now kept recular annals, Whenee it appears that the
exactness of the sacred history was owing to divine assistance.! To
the preceding considerations and facts wo may add, that the manners
of the persons mentioned in the Scriptures are characterised by that
simplicity and plainness, which is also ascribed to the first ages of the
world by pagan writers, and both of them concur to prove the novelty
of the then present race, and consequently the deluge.

. XIV. Lastly, the FERTILITY OF THE SOIL OF PALESTINE, which
1s so frequently mentioned in the Secriptures, is confirmed by the
unanimous testimony of ancient writers?, as well as of most, if not
all, the travellers who have visited that country.® Its present reduced
anc! miserable state, therefore, furnishes no ground for the objection
which some modern opposers of revelation have raised against the
Bible. "Were Palestine to be as well inhabited and as well cultivated
as formerly, its produce would exceed all calculation.

Besides these attestations from natural and profane history, we
may consider the Jews themsclves as bearing testimony to this ’da.y
in all countries of the world, to the truth of their ancient history,
jnhat_is, to the truth of the Old and Now Testaments. Allow this anci
it will be easy to see how they should still persist in their atta/chr’nenl:
to that religion, those laws, and those predietions which so manifestly
condemn t%em, both in past times and in the present.  Suppose
however, that any considerable alterations have been made in their
ancient history,—that is, any such alteration as may answer the pur-
poses of infidelity, and their present state will be inexplicable.t

§ 2. Testimonies of Profane Writers to the Credibility of the New
Testament.

Striking as is the evidence for the credibility and truth of the facts
and events related in the Old Testament, furnished by natural and
civil history, the books of the New Testament are verified in a
nmanner still more illustrious ; these books being written, and the facts
mentioned in them being transacted during the times of Augustus
Tiberius, and the succeeding Casars. The learned and most exact
Dr. Lardner has collected from profane writers s, variety of important
testimonies to the truth of the 1\? ew Testament, in the first part of his

! The variouns proofs of the facts above stated may be seen in Dr, Ed 3 Seri
4 . ) 3 ds on Serip-
ture, vol. i. pp. 193—223, Sir H. M. Wellwood’s Dise Yo,
Mm;, Pl d lscourses, pp. 18, 19. Hartley on
* See Josephus, Ant. Jud. lib. v. ¢, i. § 21 lib. xv. . 5. § 1. De Bell Jud. lil. is;
§ 2. and Hecateeus in Josephus, contr. Apion. lib. 1. § 22, §Pliny, i Ngg'lilrl;b\:"écig'
agtétns, Hist, lib. v. ¢, 6, Justin, lib, xxxvi. ¢, 8, and Ammianus Maxcellinus,' lii;: .xiv‘
by . xiv,
* Sce particularly the testimonies of Maundrell and Dr. Shaw, collected i -
';lzl(l)ghsiﬁl l:urmony, vol. i discourses vi. and vii. Dr. E. D. Clarl'ce’s 'I?rca:((:ilsl,np?r? IXNI;‘J;
20, 521. 4to, or vol. iv, pp. 283—285. 8vo, edit. Seo also Vol. ITL 287, infrd.
3 llartley on Man, vol.p 1}1) 117. ol 1L pp. 84—s7. nfre.
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+ Credibility of the Gospel History,” and also in his *Jewish and
Ileathen Testimonies;” from which elaborate works the following
particulars are chiefly abridged. The results of his observations may
be arranged under the following heads; viz. Testimonies of Jewish
and Pagan authors to the account of princes and governors mentioned
in the New Testament ; — Testimonies to the character of the Jewish
and heathen nations, which are either directly mentioned, or inci-
dentally alluded to therein ; — Testimonics of Jewish adversaries to
the name and faith of Christ; — Testimonies of Pagan adversaries
to the character of Jesus Christ, and also relative to the doctrines,
character, innocency of life, and constancy of the first Christians in
the profession of their faith.

I. TesTiMoNiEs OF JEWISH AND PAGAN AUTHORS TO THE
AccouNT oF PRINCES AND GGOVERNORS MENTIONED IN THE NEW
TESTAMENT.

Josephus and various heathen writers mention Herod, Archelaus,
Pontius Pilate, and other persons, whose names occur in the New
Testament ; and they differ but little from the evangelical historians,
concerning their offices and characters.

1. From the New Testament we learn that Jesus was born at Bethlebem of
Judza in the days of Herop the king; and Josephus informs us that a prince
of that name reigned over all Judwa for thirty-seven years, even to the reign of
Augustus. Concerning this Herod, Matthew (i, 1—16.) relates that he commanded
all the male children in Bethlchem and its immediate vicinity to be put to death;
because he had heard, that in that place was born one who was to be the king of
the Jews. To us, who are accustomed to the finer feelings of Christianity, this
appears almost incredible ; but the character of Herod, as portrayed by Josephus,
is such a compound of ambition and sanguinary cruelty as renders the evangelical
parrative perfectly credible. Herod left three sons, Archelaus, Herod Antipas, and
Philip, among whom his territories were divided. According to Josephus, Herod
by his will appointed Archelaus to succeed him in Judswma, with the title of king ;
and assizned the rest of his dominions to Herod Antipas as tetrarch of Galilee, and
to Philip as tetrarch of Trachonitis and the neighbouring countries ; and, accordin,
to the narrative of Luke (iii. 1.) these two princes were tetrarchs in the fifteent
year of the reign of Tiberius Casar,

2. The will of Herop, however, being onl f)artially confirmed by Augustus,
Archelaus was appointed ruler over Judea angv dumea with the title of ethnarch,
the regal dignity being withheld until he should deserve it. But Archelaus soon
assumed the title ; and Josephus, who has given us an account of this limitation,

- calls him the king that succeeded Herod, and has used the verb reigning with

reference to the duration of his government. It likewise appears from the Jewish
historian, that Archelaus was a cruel and tyrannical prince. All these circum-
stances attest the veracity of the evangelist Matthew, who says (ii. 22.) that when
Joseph heard that Archelaus did re16N in Judea, in the room of his father Herod, he
was afraid to go thither, and turned aside into the parts of Galilee, whick were under
the jurisdiction of Herod Antipas.

! 8. Luke relates (Acts xii. 1—3.) that Herobp the king stretched forth his hand to
vex certain of the church, and that he killed James, the brother of John, with the
sword ; and because he saw that it PLEASED the Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter
also. The correctness of this statement is also confirmed by Josephus, from whom
we learn that this Herod was a grandson of Herod the Great, whom the favour of
the emperors Caligula and Claudius had raised to royal dignity, and to whom
nesrly all the territories that had been possessed by his grandfather were gradually
restored. 1Ie was also exceedingly zealous for the institutions and customs of the
Jews ; and this zeal of his accounts for putting James to death, and causing Peter
to be apprehended. The death of this monarch is related by Luke and Josephus
with so much harmony, that if the latter had been a Christian, one would have cer-

w2
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tainly believed that he intended to write
haughty monarch had deferred giving an a

bassadors, who had solicited peace with him, until a certain day.! And upon a set
day*® Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat upun his throne®, and made an oration unto
thom. And the people gave a shout, saying, “ It is the voice of a god, and not of «
man” 4 And immediately the angel of the Lord smote him S, because he gave not God
the glory.® And he was eaten of worms %, and gave up the ghost. (Acts xii. 20—23.)
Both historians relate the fact, as to the chief particulars, in the same manner.
Luke describes the pride of the kin, , as well as the nature of his illness, more cir-
cumstantially ; and omits a superstitious addition which is recorded by Josephus ;—
a proof that the former surpasses in fidelity, accuracy, and judgment, even this
learned historian of the Jews.® Herod had three daughters, Bernice, Mariamne,
and Drusilla; the last of whom, according to Josephus and Luke, was married to
Felix, who was appointed governor of Judses on the death of Herod.

4. According to the testimonies of Tacitus and Josephus, this FrLix was an
oppressive, avaricious, and tyrannical governor, who had persuaded Drusilla to
abandon her lawful husband, Azizus, king of the Emesenes, and to live with him.
It wes not unnatural for such a man to tremble, when Paul reasoned of righteous-
ness, temperance, and judgment to come, and to hope that the Apostle would have
given him money to liberate him. (Acts xxiv. 25, 26.)°

5. Luke (Acts xviii. 14—16.) gives an honourable character of the temper and
manners of GaALLIo%; and this account is confirmed by Gallio's brother, the cele-

a commentary on that narrative, This
udience to the Tyrian and Sidonian am-

! Josephus (Ant. Jud. lib. xviii. c. 8, § 2.) has not mentioned this particular circum-
stance; but ho informs us, that the termination of the king’s life succceded a festival which
had been appointed in honour of the emperor Claudius. Hence we may conceive why
Herod deferred to receive the ambassadors from Tyre and Sidon untit that particular day,
viz. that he might show himself with so much greater pomp to the people.

? Josephus determines this day expressly. [

t was the second day of the shows, which
were exhibited at Cesarea, in honour of the emperor,

# Josephus snys, that he came into the theatre, early in the morning, dressed in a robe
or garment made wholly of silver (oroAw &duodueros 2 dpylpov memomuéimy TTAZAN) of
most wonderful workmanship; and that the reflection of the rays of the rising sun from
the silver gave him a majestic and awful appearance,

* In a short time (says Josephus) his flatterers cxclaimed, one from one place and one

from another (though not for his good), that “he was » god;” and they entreated him to
be propitious to them, saying, “ Hitherto we have reverenced thee as a man, but henceforth
we acknowledge that thou art exalted above mortal nature.”

* Josephus has here inserted a superstitious story, that Herod, shortly after, looking up,
perceived an owl sitting on n certain cord over his head, which he held to be an evil omen,

The fuct itself he thus relates: — Immediately after, he was seized with pains in his
bowels, extremely violent at the very first, and wus carsied to his palace!!
¢ Th

¢ very same cause is assigned by Joscphus, viz. Because the king had neither
reproved his flatterers, nor rejected their impious adulation.

? Josephus has not described the disease so circumstantially

worn out by the excruciating pain in his bowels,

These narratives are perfoctly consistent. Luke relates the cause, Josephus the effect of

his disease; on the nature of which the reader may consult Dr. Mead’s Medica Sacra, c. 5.
8 Less on the Authenticity of the New Testament, pp. 314, 815,

® The proofs of all the above particulars are stated, at length, by Dr, Lardner, in his Cre-
dibility of the Gospel History, part i, book i, chap. i. — Works, vol. i, pp. 11—31. 8vo, or
vol, i. pp. 9—20. dto,

‘¢ ¥rom the conduct of Gallio on the occasion deseribed by the evangelist Luke in Acts
xviii. 14—186. the terms “ Gallionism” and « Gallio-like ” have been invented, and are not
unfrequently though erroncously used, to denote utter indifference to religion. But “ that
he took not cognisance of the cause which was brought before him, proceeded not from his
stupidity, indolence, or negligence, but from his sirict adherence to the Roman laws.”...
It is well known, that the atfairs of religion were always a principal part of the care of
the Roman magistrates and senate; and as they had many laws on that subject, 50 we fre-
quently read of their exceution. The true reason, why Gallio did not interpose in the
uffair brought before him, was, because the senate and emperors had by various decrees,
and particularly the then reigning emperor Claudius, allowed the Jews everywhere under
their dominion to govern themselves according to their own lawsin all matters of religion,

This being suc ce: therefore he says (verse 15.), < wifl

+ he relates that Herod died,
Luke states that ke was eaten of worms.

h, he estecmed it not of his cognisan
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ts hi et and gentle dis-
3 ilosopher Sencca, who represents him as & man of a swe (
b:)s;it;(énplg;c:(:)}?much generosity and virtue.!  Gallio is slt)(;lred Eyttgleepizggfsﬂ;czlf
> 1 H py -
istorian, i ion, the deputy, but in the original Greek,
istorian, in our translation, ; y by : e e ane
in? T suracy of Luke in this instance is very remarkable. :
?tcil(;;l\u:f th%zhlfrgg(i‘r‘::(:s )(’)f the Roman empire, Macedo;}% émq Acafm were a::x,%r{:si(ll
' ; in the reign of Tiberius, they were, g
and senate of Rome; but, in the reign of , the
e thc:‘g eﬁ}:);: ;ransferred to the e’mperor. In the reign of Claudius (a.v.o. 797,
o 43) they were again restored to the senate, after which time proconsuls were
- ];;' into thi:‘?r country. Paul was brought before Gallio, a.n. 52 og 53, colpl:e-
l;Lnentl he was proconsul of Achaia, 28 Luke expressly terms him. There is li el
?v\ilse zi{;eculiar ropriety in the name of the provml(lee of which Gallio ;v:ﬁepxx:‘g;% ,
j i 11 Greece ; but the proper name o
e o e bt Ak s from various passages of the Roman
Romans was Achaia, as appears {rom various passag )
ﬁ?;:;‘%a;geand especially from the testlmoany of the Greek geographer Pausanias,
which are given at length by Dr. Lardner.

iki i ing testimonies to the credi-
1. Equally striking with the precedin
bil}ty ofqthe ew Testament history, is the agreement between the
evangelical historians and profane writers, relative to the Sgcrs,
MoravLs, AND CUSTOMS OF THE JEWS,

j free exercise of their
i ars from Josephus, that they enjoyed the "
elli. igilh uv:i::l:l tﬁgepower of accu‘;ing’ and prosecuting, but not of puttmgfan :;:,u.
t dg ath. In consequence of this power, they 1msortunpd Pilate to cruct yIt e 3
tacr’ulewhe:n he commanded them to take him and gliu)cxfy him, they said, It is n
an to death. (John xviii. 31. . .
W;fullc ::ﬂ?:rto‘t t;:;:zlag from Philo, JoseEhus, and other writers, ths:t th&a gei‘v:
were disperse:i into many countrie; befor;,. t;he czastn:lc:smr:hc;f; th'e;::lsa}l;x; : h:r:l = ‘:,he
i .
el e o e Pantiodh, Tooniun 0Th esalgzica "Athens Ephesus, and Rome.
Jewish synagogues at Antioch, Iconium, T es: lonics, Ather ]”hnrisees, gnd Rome.
3. The accounts, related by the evangelists, o  of Pharisees, Sadduoces,
i depravity of the Jewish nation, i
and Herodians, as well as of the dep Jowish nation, in the it of
“hri ipathy that subsisted between the Samarite (
Chmﬁ z%?ngn:lgg %1;:.1 z:eghtls; and the Roman mode of t}'eatmgbpmsonde:; atrlxl(:
orn ?f ing criminals, as mentioned in the New Testament, is gorroaﬁrate by the
:rv:.: }c,)ni%s of Cicero, Plutarch, and other writers, who have mcldei:xt r:en gned
i: ? lmAccordiug to Luke's narrative T(%ctl: ix. 3%), th'e p:‘xl‘so; :p g;:rs i‘r z:;n rJose-
» i orcas ;
from the dead at Joppa was named Tabitha or oo ! eppears from Josc
i t that time in common use. e same geli X
B s s grcat fomi e throughout the land of Judma in the reign of the
:]:;et::)ir%gﬁiitsggz%tsfazi\j n28, 29.);g Josephus also mentions this calamity, which

i f injustice, violence, or crimes
1 % matters:’ had you accused this man o ,
ie :iz;ﬁ:fgz %{‘;1: I?v’ould willingly have heard you; but I am not slent }’1’eraB ?sscg.gugx;get }(‘:g
ygur religious differences: these are to be rectified among yourselves,
. Oxford edition, 1829, p. 55. “
‘LA?'S:‘ g;ﬂziam tibi dicere, Gallionem fratrem meum (quem nemo n%n 1}:1:;‘11;1; u&:x)n:.g,j s: ;af
qui amare plus non potest), alia gitlia nmtl noise, 1}11i(<’:c 0:;1:3’1“?. e ﬁ ot: 8;1 ‘3) e oon o
i rtalinm uni tam dulcis est, quam : 8. — e loc
§::iin;°t§;‘?e;33t ut exclamares invenisse te inexpuynabilem virum adversus 1;;1«13;, ctl:;ls
’ non in sin’nm recipit.” L. Ann. Seneca, Natural. Quest. lib. lvil:)r';slp;; hshe; om.
;‘f n[l)o 267. edit. Bipont. The learned J ohan:ldela, in 31 ;e:rcriet& 3;;:8 ibish tﬁors, mfaﬁve
Jected the various passages, which are to be found in
:glgglltei% thes‘efldeni 0’})81‘&, ‘tom, ii. part ji. cols. 1712 and 1718, 12
3 TwAAlwvos ANOTTIATOY ONTOZ wiis 'Axafas. Acts xvill. e 8 Bve or
3 Tardner's Credibility, part i. book i. chep. i § xii. —Works, v p. 32. .
YO T ahove s i infrd, Vol IIL Dr. Lardner has treated
ticed particulars are illustrated, infrd, I ]
th;n;r :te fz}l’lol‘;;:hlics lul; Credibility, part i book i, chapters ii.—x. Works, vol. i. pp. 33
H ol. i . 20—130. 4to. N
—'2 s(;;tgivg'ﬁic(i)lre;g:mhe‘;p Josepho ad Novi Testamenti illustrationem, pp. 278, 279. 8vo,
Log Bat. 1741, us
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began in the fourth year of that reign, but r
and suys, that many persons died for want of means to procure food. !

4. When Paul was taken prisoner, in consequence of an uproar which the Jows
aL Jerusalem had excited against him, the Roman chiliarch, according to the rely-

i v, Art thou not that Egyptian, which before

tion of' Luke (Acts xxi. 38.) asked hin

these days (or a short time since) madest an uproar, and leddest out into the wilderness

Jour thousand men, that were murderers ¥ Josephus has recorded at length the
cd. During the government of Felix, and

transactions here incidentally mention
consequently at the time alluded by Luke, an Egyptian, who pretended to be a
usand wen, and marched against Jeru-

prophet, led into the wilderness several tho ;
command. But Felix

salem, promising that the walls should fall down at his

marched out of the city with a strong force, and attacked the impostor, who
eseaped with only a small part of his army, There is a remarkable agreement
The former says,

between the chiliarch or chief captain in the Acts and Josep!xus. s
osephus has nowhere mentioned the name of this

iged chiefly in the two following years s

Art thow not Tuar Eayprian P

man, but calls him Trg Egyptian, and e Ecyrrian Jfalse prophet?

5. In Acts vi. 9. the sncred historian speaks of a synagogue at Jerusalem
belonging to a class of persons whom he calls AgBspriva” (in our version rendered
Libertines), “a term which is evidently the same with the Latin Libertini. Now,
whatever meaning we affix to this word (for it is variously explained), — whether
we understand emancipated slaves or the sons of emancipated slaves, — they must
have been the slaves or the sons of slaves to Roman masters ; otherwise the Latin
word, Libertini, would not apply to them, That fAmong persons of this description
there were many at Rome who professed the Jewish religion, whether slaves of
Jewish origin, or proselytes after manumission, is nothing very extraordinary.
But that they should have been so numerous at Jerusalem as to have a synagogue
in that city, {;uilt for their particular use, appears at least to be more than might be
expected.  Some commentators, therefore, Enve supposed that the term in ques-
tion, instead of denoting emancipated Roman slaves, or the song of such persons,
was an adjective belonging to the name of some city or distriet: while ot hers, on

term itself. But the whole difficulty
ge in the second book of the “ Annals of Tacitus®;" from
which it appears that the persons whom that historian describes as being libertini
generts, and infected (as he calls it) with foreign — that is, with Jewish — super-
stition, were so numerous in the time of the emperor Tiberius, that four thousand
of them, who were of age to Carry arms, were sent to the igland of Sardinia; and
that all the rest of them were ordered cither to renounce their religion or to depart
from TItaly before a day appointed. This statement of Tacitus is confirme by
Suetonius 4, who relates that Tiberius disposed of the young men among the Jews
then at Rome (under pretence of their serving in the wars) In provinces of an une
bealthy climate; and that he banished from the city all the rest of that nation, or
proselytes to that religion, under penalty of being condemned to slavery for life,
if they did not comply with his commands. We can now therefore account for
the number of Libertini jn Judeea, at the period of which Luke was speaking,
which was about fifteen years after their banishment from Italy,

III. The CmArAcTERS AND Pursurr

NATIONS, which are incidentally introduced into the New Testament,
are equally corroborated by the testimonies of profane writers,
1. The dilig

ent investigation and pursuit of wisdom formed the general character
of the Greeks.

8 OF THE HEATHEN

ivation of philosophy and literature. Not to
we may remark, that there is a passage in Hero-

! Ant. Jud. Iib. xx. . 2. fine, and ¢. 5. § 2,

* Lardner's Credibility, part i, book ii, chap. viii, Works, vol. i, PP. 414-—419, 8vo.;
or vol. i, pp, 225—298, 4to,

! Annal. lib. i, ¢, 85, Bp. Marsh’s Lectures, Part VL. p. 70,
¢ In Tiberio, ¢, 36,
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aul's charncter of them. IHe says, that
i ronoly corroborates Paul's character of ¢ . s t

W M lxngxs &SSE: 231-‘131 (ﬂmt Anacharsis was sent by the Scythian momn]f:']h :;\t(;
o Pek,l)cfntll)lhsz; 1'ec‘s purpose of improving himself in science ; and they nf ) 'd”i‘n
Greg*Cc for lfe i,\lf)‘()r;le(l his employer, that all t/le'[‘)et)plg of Greece u'er_e occupz; din
ﬂ't.hls-remm its, except the Lacedemonians.”' To this general character o 1.
scwntg_ﬁc lhursui.e’mm{ ! allusions in the writings of Panl. He informs us, th:qt t! 1e‘);
Grecks (fi):fe uChrie‘tiayn sloctrine with sovereign contempt, as fooh.(;hne.s‘.;,i beu‘lusz;‘ la
regarde lzmente‘d with wisdom of words, and W.lth the figures an(_l olwexs ‘} 2
was not 0? rhetoric; and he urges this very circumstance ns a signa px:olo :1
z}?md%xvuiln: (tjx‘:x);h and a\:thority of the Christian rehglnlgn, that ltﬁ':::((llea?a (Il'np;:il (:;;:}

e di . ’ ng this very re s0-

i n the world, and even among : ine y
t”}’mlpha%t {;m%l:if«lh totally divested of all those studied de(i;)xlz;plgn(si wx%‘ h:?ﬁl;
plhu.:n sgferpal schemes of philosophy were so industriously em ne ;sh eem. 1 Thus he
:élellsrghe Corinthians that when he ﬁrsdq pl_lbhshedbthet 1&03?:;.11?% fgsuperi’o he studied

i legance of diction, or :

for it omﬁzrsl?;e:lt dl:){eimignatirm to disclaim a]{ knowledge among‘ 1them, e:i%(;%tl;
{?f llgn‘:::vsledlne of Jesus Christ and his cruciﬁxto?l H th(;x't bg agpﬁg;:le?w;ﬁ hem

° a i i in, artless, and undisguise ; :

i flidence, in a plain, ar y ‘
ixx}s?)‘ﬁlt?l?: rd?sggu?ses did not recommend thamselzles by };mys peil]:;l)l?:{u;i t:l:\;ﬁsll\;;
I iti firmed to them by it )

. dition, but were confirm y !
i Oltc:,slfu;])m:h::utheir conviction of the truth of the Gospelf gl;idr;ot stand in
mirac 1 arguments philosophically expressed, but in tl)le ower o o e very
leﬂ;"%‘\r‘th"regard to the ATHENIANS in partlcula(;“ Igulre res:nd e s vy
out, i igi ractice: entirely devote
. ddicted to religious practices, and v A >
g;‘vtohl::t’nﬁ(i?i% ic?ty of deities which they had received ; and he takes notice tha
ther e pbaliorial idgliimis(é::grﬁa?i:f%fgﬁg Athenian character all antiquity
T 88 O ] .

o :l::mc::‘x;ec‘h:\d that they adopted the gods of all %ttxgnsirggéls svr:lzd:lﬁ! lllz:lt:
i)l?:irrsc:pital all the divinities of the.flhen lénown_ woxi;i.A a :;r :0 cets were enoum-
od wi that it was said to be easier, sy :
be;:(% Wl'tll‘lhzt?&?&:: given of the Athenm;xs b{ St.'Luktel:irTg ?L?: czilttt};etgltﬁ:n’::;z:

m . Iy - . . » zn no
: re in their city spent their time 1 X ;
o ”m:zl? tc;z‘:t;” ’Zg](l:ttsvz:iimm.) - ig cgnﬁrmed by the ti;tlm(inge:f; Perflﬁh::::n’
who des iteri 1 inquiring in the pla 'ty
i as loitering about and inquir
¥h;ilgf:c€: eznt;vm::aws? Iamglichus passes a sxmﬁar censure upon the Greeks in
geger’ai!i:e general character of the CreTawns, noticed in Paul's epistle to Titus, is
f stimony of antiquity. . s
".Ol'}*ﬁl:‘;ni;ci{l;hsvi?ti;l toyTitus, who had b(;.ep lef;? in C;e;ies (fx?dI; & ;t:nﬁ:;e?g,a:—
¢ i i man
isti that island, complains o re
. theugfl}zfll;t:z?::l czl;]r‘:i;c ;allllzers and dec’eivers, who subvert whole houses (or families),
many

( 2 1 Cor. ii. 1—5.
ib. i i. p. 277. Oxon. 1809, )
I Herodotus, lib. iv. ¢. 77. tom. i. p. ( 0% 6. | .
¥ to the New Test. vol. ii. p. 6 . . ]
A Dol 2’%:;(:3;?12323 above alluded to occurs in his first orqtlonna(ﬁ‘a;tﬁ:t ﬁ;l:lg;
“ s passadg ¥ oa.nd is noticed by Longinus (sect, 18.) as a“ﬁne.speclme ,of the use of
king of Mace .<>n,me sublime. — % I it,” says the orator, — ‘Is it yog;‘;gs o o
i hongh the publc ace, e g o e sl Wit Newa . Con oy
: ;] co, tom, 1 f Demo-
thing be more new, than that aman of M e Tasds ha dlese o
g i, a Reiske, tom. i. p. ] .
thme’w:ryat_i;n( gfta%;ﬁpg?;t,er tothe A,thenian}s‘, the or;:}t:;r,l :ﬁf::(;;:ghci):‘ :l:n zuﬁi?s:fx ::)h
ey i 1% How is it that, in y
ili (R 1 k
Ph’h?’ has the fg]lo%lllilgg ir;atsliggcnuse (for 1 wil} speak with unfdayuu:f:‘%l?eﬁigdmc)ﬁthgsgng:
guperior ff{rtunef- rdures its toils, and shares its dangers; no favou ‘d lo incident cacapes
ﬂ}e feld lu_msel y fe‘ the truth must not be coucc_ealegl) are coxllpnel )1 hin our walls in
h“:f: bm(l:?i:'li’:y( gzluying, and voting, and z'nqui;l-mg n:n :I;ef]::z’wt l}:a(xlxc:ls;at hethtr. there is
poctinall ’ s thing better deserve the name s th o amian
ANY THING KEW? Cn’n i A 7.) The modern Athenians are not less inqui
1 "—(Ibid. pp. 156, 157.) 3 o Sicily. &o el
:%:(i)':gdtl:::;“éltnﬁﬂ:«?xﬁ;ors.( Sce ?m instance in Mr. Hughes's Travels in Sicily,
i tually runnin,
p- ,3(')1‘61'10 are, says this philosopher, greatly addicted tt% 1;10:«:‘1‘?%}:}?:& e llz{ut. Iam%
about, fr)c')m one place to another, in pursuit of it, ~—unstable,
blichus, Do Mysteriis, seet. vil. § 5. ua
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teaching things which they ought not, for filthy lucre’s sake (Tit. i. 10, 11.} ; and he
quotes (12.) the following verse from one of themselves, a prophet of their own, viz.

Epimenides, who was a Cretan poet, and whose writings were by the ancients
termed XPHEMOI, or oracles,

Kpilreg dei Yedarar, caxd Inpla, yaoripeg doyaill

The general import of which passage is, that the Cretans were always a_false people ;
and wunited in their character the Jeracity of the wild beast with the luzury of the domes-
ticated one. The circumstances of Paul's styling Epimenides a Dprophet is sufficient]

explained by the fact of the words poet and prophet being often used promiscuously
by the Greeks and Romans,—probably because their poets pretended 10 be ins ired,
and were by some believed to be so. 'The Apostle adds, that the testimony of Epi-
menides i3 but too true,— this witness is true. How true the first part of it is,

with respect to their deceit and lying, the following facts will attest. From the

time of Homer, the island of Crete was regarded as the scene of fiction. Many
authors affirm that, a3 a people, its inhabitants weré infamous for their violation ot
truth ; and at length their falsehood became so notorious, that KpyriZew, to cretise,
or imitate the Cretans, was a proverbial expression among the ancients for Lying.

1V. Tae TESTIMONIES FURNISHED BY JEWISH ADVERSARIES
TO THE NAME AND FAITH oF CHRIST ARE FURTHER CORRO-
BORATIONS oF THE NEW TESTAMENT.

1. Thus Joseruvs, — in a passage of his Jewish Antiquities, which.the opposers
of Christianity (unable to resist its force) have, contrary to all evidence, affirmed to
be spurious, — bears the following testimony to the cl);
trines of Jesus Christ.?

After relating a sedition of the Jews against Pontius Pilate, which the latter had
quelled, he says,— “ Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be
lawful to call him & man; for he performed many wonderful works. He was the
teacher of such men as received the truth with pleasure. Fle drew over to him
many of the Jews, and also many of the Gentiles. This was the Christ ¢!
Xpuwrde obrog ). — And when Pilate, at the instigation of the principal men among
us, had condemned him to the cross, those who had loved him from the first did not
cease to adhere to him. For he appeared to them alive again, on the third day;
the divine prophets having foretold these and ten thousand other wonderful things
concerning him. And the tribe (or sect) of Christians, so named from him, subsists
to this time.” ’

2. The Tarmups?, though blended with much falsehood and with malicious in-
sinuations against Jesus Christ, refer to his nativity, relate his Jjourney into Egypt,
and do not deny that he performed numerous eminent miracles.

But they absurdly ascribe them to his havin acquired the right pronunciation of
the Shemmaphoresh, or the ineffable name o God, which (they say) he clandes-
tinely stole out of the temple; or they impute it to the magic arts, which he learnt
in Egypt (whence they affirm that he brought them, having inserted them in his

! Epimenides. apud Fabricii Bibliothee, Graee. lib.. i, ¢. 6. §3. Harwood’s Introduc-
tion to the New Test, vol, ii. PP 70, 71. Dodd’s Translation of Callimachus’s Hymns,
P. 3. note, where it is shown that Paul did not cite Callimachus, as some learned men have
thought; and some additional testimonies, from classic authors, are produced for the bad
character of the ancient Cretans.

* Josephus, Ant. Jud. lib. xviii. ¢. 3. § 3. That the
the Appendix to this Volume, No, VIL infrd,

* The Talmuds are two in number, and consist of two parts, viz. the Mishna and the
Gemara. — The Mishna is a collection of Jewish traditions, which are said to have been
committed to writing by Rabbi Jehudah, surnamed Hukkadosh or the Holy, about the
middle of the second century, On this there are extant two commentaries by the Jews,
called Gemara, i. e, perfoction; viz. that of Jernsalem, which was compiled in the third or
fourth century; and that of Babylon, compiled in the sixth century. When the Mishna
or text, and the Gemara or commentary accompany each other, they are called the
Talmud ; and accordingly as the Jerusalem or Babylonish commentary accompanies the
Mishna, it is called the Jernsalem or Babylonish Talmud,

Passage referred fo is genuine, sce

o

aracter, miracles, and doc-
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xercised with greater dexterity than any other impostor ever did!
g‘ehs}a‘)?’c:lrlﬂhi?n ?Tesus of Nazngreth, the son of Mary, the}zln_ughter of Eli, whose son
he was without the knowledge of her husband. After this, they say, he fled into
Egypt, and there learned those magic arts by which he was enabled to perform all 'lus
miracles. Again, they own that two witnesses were suborned to swear against him,
and declare that he was erucified on the evening of the passover. Mention is also
made in these writings of several of his disciples, of Matthew, Thaddeeus, and Bauni,
the name of him who was afterwards called Nicodemus, and of whom, as a very great,

~and good, and pious ruler, much is related in these books. In one of them Eliezer

is friend Akiba, that he met with James, a disciple of Jesus of Nazareth, in
tZeilIl;)})lrl'? rft‘l ;t)wn in G'::lilee, who gave him the interpre&atmn (_)f a passage in the Ol
Testament, which he had received from Jesus, and with which Eliezer was at that
time pleased. That the disciples of Jesus had the power of working miracles, and
the gift of healing, in the name of their Muster, is confessed by these Jews; who
give an instance of it in the grandson of Rabbi Joshua, the son of Levi, who being
in great danger, one of the disciples came, aud would have cured him in the name
of Jesus. This power is again acknowledged in the case of the son_of Dama,
grandson of Ishmael, who was dying of the bite of a_serpent, when James, the
same who had the conference with Eliezer, came and offered to cure the young
man, but the grandfather forbad it, andhe died. Ina much later work of the Jews
(the Toledoth Jesu), and that the most virulent of all the invectives against Jesus,
his power of raising from the dead, and healing leprous persons, is repeatedly
acknowledged.! Further, it appears from the Talmuds, that Christ was put to
death on the évening of the passover, and that a crier preceded him for forty days,
proclaiming, * This man comes forth to be stoned because he dealt in sorcery, and
persuaded and seduced Israel” But the Talmudical acknowledgments of the
miracles, of his preaching, and of his suffering as a malefactor, are blended with

. most virulent aspersions of his character, of his mother Mary, and also of the Chris-

ians.? he falsehood of these assertions has been well exposed by Professor
%mem TC?mc‘:zrning the destruction of Jerusalem by Vespasian and Titus, the
testimony of the Talmuds is very valuable.

V. Nor are the testimonies of heathen adversaries to Christianity
less explicit or less satisfactory than those stated in the preceding
pages: these may be arranged under two classes, viz. 1. Testimonies
to the lite and character of Jesus Christ; and, 2. Testimonies rela~

i he Christians. :
tlvle. to’]j‘cx«:senmoums To THE LIFE AND CHARACTER OF JESUS
CHrIsT A8 A REAL Livine AND HisTORICAL PERSON.

(1.) Poxtius PrLaTe.— The ancient Romans were particularly
careful to preserve the memory of all remarkable events which hap-
pened in the city ; and this was done either in their dets of the Senate
-(Acta Senatiis), or in the Daily Acts of the People (Acfa Divrna
Populi), which were diligently made and kept at Rome. In like
manner, it was customary for the governors of provinces to send. to
the emperor an account of remarkz} le transactions that occurred in
the places where they resided, which were preserved as the acts of
their respective governments.  Of this custom the letter from Pliny to
Trajan, givenin pp. 178, 179., is a memorable example. Sucha ccslustcam,
indeed, is necessarily incident to all states possessing conquered or de-

! Dr. Sharpe’s Argument in Defence of Christianity taken from the concessions
of thlzr;n%:: izZent aé):ersari%:.n;)p. 40—48. (London, 1755, 8vo.) In the notes he has
given the passages from the Talmudical writers at length, in Hebrew and English.

% Dr. Lardner’s Jewish Testimonies, chap. v. Works, vol. vii. pp. 138—161, 8vo. or
vol. iil. pp. 547—560. 4to. . 255—264,

% In his Traité de la Vérité de la Religion (,hr?menne, tom. X, pp. —264,

4 See a further account of theso des in Adam’s Roman Antiquities, p. 18,

L]
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tached provinces, In conformity with this usage, Pilate kept memoirs
of the Jewish affairs during his procuratorship, which were therefore
called Adcta Pilats, Ref’erring to this usage, Lusebius (who wrote
about the year 318) says: ¢ Qur Saviour’s resurrection being much
talked of throughout Palestine, Pilate informed the emperor of it, as
likewise of his miracles, of which he had heard ; and that, being
raised up after he had been put to death, he was already believed by
many to be a God.”! These accounts were never published for
general perusal, but were deposited among the archives of the empire,
where they served as a fund of information to historians. Hence we
find, long before the time of Eusebius, that the primitive Christians,
in their disputes with the Gentiles, appealed to these Acts of Pilate
as to most undoubted testimony. Thus, Justin Martyr, in his first
apology for the Christians, which was presented to the emperor
Antoninus Pius and the senate of Rome, about the year 140, having
mentioned the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, and some of its attendant
circumstances, adds, —  And that these things were so done, you may
know jfrom the Acts made (or, written) in the time of Ponrivs
PiraTe.”  Afterwards, in the same apology, having noticed some of
our Lord’s miracles, such as healing diseases and raising the dead, he
says,— dnd that these things were done by him, you may know from
the ACTS made in the time of PoNTIUS PILATE,”S
The learned Tertullian, in his Apology for Christianity, about the
year 200, after speaking of our Saviour’s crucifixion and resurrection,
and his appearance to the disciples, and ascension into heaven in the
sight of the same disciples, who were ordained by him to publish the
Gospel over the world, thus proceeds: —* Of all these things relating
to Christ, PILATE himself, in his conscience already a Christian, SENT
AN ACCOUNT to Tiberius, then emperor.,”® The same writer, in the
same Apology, thus relates the proceedings of Tiberius on receiving
this information : — ¢ There was an ancient decree that no one should
be received for a deity, unless he was first approved by the senate.
Tiberius, in whose time the Christian name” (or religion) * had its
rige, having received from Palestine in Syria an account of such
things as manifested the truth of his” (Christ’s) « divinity, proposed
to the senate that he should be enrolled among the Roman gods, and
gave his own prerogative vote in favour of the motion. But the
seuate” (without whose consent no deification could take place)
“rejected it, because the emperor himself had declined the same
honour. Nevertheless, the emperor persisted in his opinion, and
threatened punishment to the accusers of the Christians,  Search
YOUR OWN COMMENTARIES” (or public records), you will there find
that Nero was the first who raged with the itmperial sword against this
sect, when rising most at Rome.”* These testimonies of Jqustin and

! Buseb, Ecel, Hist, 1ib. ii. e, 2.

® Justin Martyr, Apol. prima, pp. 65, 72. edit, Benedict.

# Tertullian, Apologia, c. 21.

‘TIbid. e 5. To Tertullian’s account Eusebius adds, that Tiberius threatened the
aceusers of the Christians with the punishment of death: and he considers this inter-

ference of the Roman emperor as providentially designed to promote the propagation’of
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Tertullian are taken, not {rom any Acts of Pilate in their own pos]-
session (who might have been unpos.cd. upon -by an ea}'ly forgery)',
but from publie apologies for the Christian religion, which were pre-
sented either to the emperor and senate of Rome, or to magistrates
of public authority and great distinction in the Roman empire. Now
it is incredible that such writers would have made such appeals, espe-
cially to the very persons in whose custody these documents were,
had they not been fully satisfied of their existence and contents.
Nor can therc be any doubt that it was from this source that Sueto-
nius and Tacitus (whose testimonies follow this paragraph) derived
their knowledge of Christ and of Christians; Just as modern histo-
rians obtain their materials from state-paper oflices and government
archives. Modern infidels, indeed, hnve.: affected to sneer at the§e
appeals of Justin, Tertullian, and Iusebius to the Acts of Pilate in
the Roman archives; but it is important to remark, that these appeals
were never contradicted by the heathen infidels of the first four cen-
turies, Celsus, Porphyry, and Julian, ¢ Celgus attgmpted an elabo-
rate confutation of the new faith, and published his treatise abmft
A.D. 175, thirty-five years after the appearance of Justin Martyr's
first Apology. The Pagan unbeliever had the Christian work before
him, and must have studied it diligently, page by page, and sentence
by sentence. Why did not the learned and vindictive Celsus meet and
contradict the bold appeal of Justin Martyr to ‘the Acts written in
the time of Pontius Pilate?’ He did not, because he dared not.
By such contradiction he would have come into direet collision with
the public records of the empire.

“ About the year 270, and a little more than seventy years after the

s Gospel, in its infancy, without molestation; _whilc t.;oth he and Chrygostom consider
:}:: gzxallgk’c‘)le refusal ot'ythc Roman senate to deity Chr}stw, as equally owing to ‘tl;he con-
trol of Divine Providence, in order that the Divinity of Christ might be established, nl())t. )
by hwman authority, but by the mighty power of God; and that Jesus m_xght not ]c
ranked or associnted among the many infamous characters who were deified Dy the
Romans. Euscbius, Iist. Ecel. lib, ii. c. 2. 'Chrysostom, IImml: 26. in 2 Cor, (?11. tom.lx.
p. 624. A. The originals of all the preceding passages are given by'I‘).r. Ifzudnc.r,h wI ho
has investigated the subjects of the Acts of Pilate, n:nd his letter to Tiberius, wit uls
* accustomed minuteness and accuracy. See Heathen ngnmomes, chap, H. Works, wlr .
vil. pp. 231—244. 8vo.; or vol. iii. pp. 599-—606. 4to. The same subject is also copious y
treated by Vernet, in his Traité de ln Vérieé de la Religion Chrétienne, tom. ix. pp, 283
?513;'0(’. Tischendorf (to whose learned labours sacred literature is most deeply m(?ebtgd)
has argued that, as all that we hear of the Acts of Pilate from Justin and Tu t.ulhm:.
¥ coincides with what we find in a Christian forgery, known in later years as the Gospel of
Nicodemus, but in early times” (as he thinks) “ by the very name of the * Acts of P}l‘nflc i
he has printed these pretended Acts in pp. 266—300, of his “Evangelica Ap]o(fx )lp-m,”
ipsiee, 1858], “ it is reasonable to believe that this was the work Pulluded rt.o ))B t guix: ’
(Ihid. Prolegom. pp. Ixii.—Ixvi. Christian Olserver, August, lSao.‘p.. 56.;.)‘ '.l‘u ntn.
eonjecture of the learned professor is not borne out hy facts, Thc‘fc,&x's m; ;)‘: lu :nc’? 0
prove that Justin and Tertullian were actually possessed of thcse~ ¢ Acts of ] 'l-'k},f (l)x:
the contrary, as is shown above, they appealed to public gluctxx{:egta _14n‘t‘hg are X'i\eb o). ; )'\:

man empire, which were in the custody of the enemies of (.hrl.snamti‘,l who neit ler
could nor did gainsay or deny the fidelity and accuracy of their appeal. hlb ,(;oliuectll)m,
made by Prof. Tischendorf in the prolegomena to his « E.vangihcg A.PQCTYPC;’; i te au 89&
quently traced more at length in an university thesis, entitled Pllxttx’lerqa ( nls um qui
lucis afferatur ex Actis Pilati . . . scripsit Constantinus Tischendorf.” Lipsis, 1855. 8vo.
An epitome of this curious tract is given in the Christian Obscrver for August. 1855.
Pp. 565—567.
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publication of Tertullian’s Apology, heathen infidelity, personified by
Porphyry, one of its most renowned champions, made its second great
cffort to write down the faith of the cross. Open before the eyes of
Porphyry lay the writings of the two Christian apologists : his ears
he could not close to the challenge of Tertullian,—* Search Yougr
OWN commentaries’ (or public records). How overwhelming must
have been the triumph of the Pagan combatant, could he have averred
and shown that the imperial archives contained not the pretended re-
port from the procurator of Judea! How would the Christian world
have been humbled and confounded, as it Eazed on the public immo-
lation of its two favourite advocates by infidel hands, not as martyrs
to the truth, but as fabricators of falsehood! Yet, upon the pressing
emergency, the wary Porphyry stood speechless as the grave,

“In the fourth century, and about fifty years after Eusebius had
reiterated the standing appeal of evangelical antiquity to Pilate’s
official report of the crucifixion, the apostate Julian brandished his
imperial pen against the new relicion. He was an accomplished
scholar and a profound statesman. His own experience had impressed
on his mind the ancient and universal usage of the empire, requiring
from governors of provinces official reports of such extraordinary
events as marked their administrations. He had before him the
works of Justin Martyr, of Tertullian, and of Eusebius, He could
not be ignorant that the appeal of the faithful to the report of Pon-
tius Pilate had been sounded, and echoed and reverberated along the
track of centuries. He must have felt the pressure of the appeal,
Yet even the emperor Julian passed over, in ominous silence, the
subject of that memorable letter from the governor of Judea to his
imperial master; which, unless subtracted by Pagan cunning, still
survived — a speaking witness from his own archives.”

Moreover, “it is a principle of universal justice, that, if a party’
rightfully demands the production of a document in the possession of his
adversary, its non-production creates a decisive presumption against
the party withholding it ; for its suppression must have been prompted
by views incompatible with truth. This principle strongly recom-
mends itself to the common sense of mankind, The official report
of the crucifixion, transmitted by Pilate to Tiberius, was a document
perhaps decisive of the great controversy between Christianity and
unbelief. It was in the hostile custody of heathen Rome, who ought
to have held it for the common benefit of all her subjects. The
advocates of primitive Christianity appealed to the document and
demanded its production; they named the place of its custody, and
stated its momentous contents, The champions of Paganism remained
dumb as the idols they worshipped. This silence, continued for cen-
turies, was a virtual confession that the Christian asseverations of the
existence and contents of the document were ‘the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth.’” !

(2.) SueroNIUs, a Roman historian who flourished in the reign of
the emperor Trajan, A.D. 116, refers to Christ, when he says that
“Claudius Cresar expelled the Jews from Rome, because they raised

! Griffin’s Gospel its own Advocate, pp. 3134, New York, 1850. 8vo.

3
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inual its at the instigation of Christ,”! who (it is well

: ]c'(::)i:;llsazvgr:(;netimes called Cbhrestus, and his disciples Chre_st-m.ns.2

'i‘his event took place A, D. 52, within fwenty years after the crucifixion.

3.) Tacrrus, the historian, who also ﬂonrlshod.mzder Trajan,

4.D. 110, when writing the history of Nero (Claudx:zss successor),

and speaking of the Cllristlans,'At D. 64, says that “ the auj;hox" of

“ithat” (sect or) “mname was Chrls'gus_, who, in the reign of T1bemp5,

was punished with death, as a criminal, by the procurator Pontiue
Pilate.”® And, Lo ' Trai )

(4.) The younger PLINY, in his celebrated letter to Trajan, Vérxgten
A.D. 107, says that Jesus was worshipped by his followers has. od,—
¢ They sing among themselves, alternately, a hymn to Christ as to

"y

Go((;..) The historian AL1Us LAMPRIDIUS relates, that the emperor
Alexander Severus (who reigned from A.D. 222 to 235), had two
private chapels, one more honourable than the other ; and that in the
former ““were. the deified emperors, and also some eminently good
men, and among them Apollonius, and, as a writer of his time says,
Christ, Abraham, and Orpheus (whom he considered as deities),
~and the images of his ancestors,”® The same historian adds, that
the emperor “ wished to erect a temple to Christ, and to receive him
among the gods. But he was forbidden by those who consulted the
oraelc;;, they having found that, if that was done, ’fmrll men would
become Christians, and the other temples be .forsaken. "

(6.) CeLsus, one of the bitterest antagonists of Christianity, who

' impulsore Chresto, assidue tumultuantes Romé expulit.  Suetonius, in
Cloudl;g,m: s§5fmx.)1l‘hm'xgh the Jews aloue are mentioned by the hlst?(i‘n}n,_ y'eg, ﬁ;(})lmﬁtll;:
nature of the thing, we understand that Christians were com‘preher.ld‘c in xt,f O;de ({: st
professors of Christianity being of the Jewish nation were 'fpl some 'm'ne_ con 011 dod witl
. the disciples of Moses, and participated in all the hardships that w ere. l{n[éo}fgct' . Wh(.)
Accordingly, in Acts xviii. 2. we read of Aquila and Prlsqlla, two Jewish '1\‘ llas 1]11!1 c’ o
had been banished from Rome by the above-mentioned edict of Clalld;lig. 1 z glls o:‘;:c
attributes the tumaults of the Jews in that city to the instigation of (1] xrlé;, b tli i\ ](?hurch
state of the affair was this: — The admission of the _G'emxle§ into the m aJ church
without subjecting them to the institutions of Muses giving great offence to txlc 1]1c‘aG ‘n;:
Churistians at Rome, they joined their unbelieving brethren in opposing, noto c:‘n )l’lt Il:;‘ tioﬁ)s
tile converts, but also such of their own nation ns espoused thir cuu.ee. e a Dations,
thie Jews were the most fierce and obstinate in their religious d)sputcls, Xn. ﬁg Prcand iﬁ
of the Gospel to the Gentiles wa: partlcu]arlylofc:}g;z; tg\ tc}:gm\;ﬁ nxv?iliu' m?]':gnce din
osed it by main force, as we lear Acts xvi— L3
g:r(;fl;e;zl‘?gugﬁsptlmt in 51is quarrel they procecded to sumllax" .outmbgcg at gzglewa}.llisc%
Macknight’s Credibility of the Gospel History, p. 300. The cl?u?elfn ?‘ eﬁr:c:l ; ced, which
was issucd, not by the senate, but by the emperor Clandius himse ,bton d]d n forco
only during his life, if so long; for, in no long time after this, Rome abounded aga
Je:s s1"0:1'1)01‘:1!11 Chrestianus pronuneiatur 3 vobis. Tertullian, Apol. c. ‘3.( E:g ;x Z:eir;z?;
hujus nominis ratio est, propter ignorantium errorem, qui cum x}rlnmuta]\ 4 porh Creatum
solent dicere. ILactantius, Instit. Divin, hp. iv.¢. 7. Lucian, gx}l t et au 1%; gdner dial gm
entitled Philopatris, which is uscribed to him, also calls Jesus, Chrestus. , vol. viii,
70,5 vol., iv. p. 154. 4to. . . -
P ‘781'&18;:0'; ng::iorlisl ejlfs Chrirslfus: q;:\i Tﬂie;‘xg x}z:'nvpe:m;ie per procuratorem Pontium Pila.
supplicio affectus erat. Tacit, Annal. lib, xv. ¢, 44. . o .
tm‘n él;l:x)r)xle;lque Christo, quasi Deo, dicere secum invicem. Plin. Epist. lib. x, ep. 97.
ii, p. 128. edit. Bipont,. R ] . .
toT'Ii;n?pri?lisus, in vit%, Severi, ¢. 29. apud Historis Auguste Scriptores, vol. i. p, 278.
edit. Bipont. . - .
¢ Ibid. c. 43. vol. i. p. 280,
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wrote in the latter part of the second centary, speaks o. the foundep
of the Christian religion as having lived but a very few years before
his time, and mentions the principal facts of the Gospel history rela-
tive to Jesua Christ,— declaring that he had copied the account from
the writings of the evangelists,  He quotes these books (as we have
already had oceasion to remark '), and makes extracts from them ag
being composed by the disciples and companions of Jesus, and under
the names which they now bear. He takes notice particularly of his
incarnation; his being born of a virgin; his being worshipped by the
magi; his flight into Egypt, and the slaughter of the infants.” He
speaks of Christ’s baptism by John, of the descent of the Holy
Spirit in the form of a dove, and of the voice from heaven, declaring
him to be the Son of God; of his being accounted a prophet by his
disciples; of his foretelling who should betray him, as well as the cir-
cumstances of his death and resurrection. He allows that Christ was
considered as a divine person by his disciples, who worshipped him ;
and notices all the circumstances attending the crucifixion of Christ,
and his appearing to his disciples afterwards. He frequently alludes
to the Holy Spirit, mentions God under the title of the Most Hi h,
and speaks collectively of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. i‘-Ie
acknowledges the miracles wrought by Jesus Christ, by which he
engaged great multitudes to adhere to him as the Messiah. That
these miracles were really performed he NEVER disputes or denies, but
ascribes them to the magic art, which (he says) Christ learned in Egypt.?
(7.) PorpuYRY, another learned antagonist of Christianity (perhaps
the most learned and acute antagonist Christianity ever had), who
flourished about a century after Celsus, has also borne evidence to the
genuineness of the books received by the Christians3: and his testi-
mony is all the more valuable from’ the fact that he conversed with
Christians at Tyre, in Sicily, and at Rome. Porphyry not only
allowed that there was such a person as Jesus Christ, but also
honoured him as a pious person, who was conveyed into heaven, as
being approved by the gods.” ¢
(8.) About the middle of the fourth century reigned the emperor
JULIAN. It is a remarkable fact, that this very learned and in-
veterate enemy of the Christian name and faith could produce no
counter evidence in refutation of the truth of the evangelical history,
though (as we have already seen®) he attests the genuineness and
early date of the four Gospels; and that he never attempted to deny
the reality of Christ’s miracles. J esus, he says, did nothing worthy
of fame, unless any one can suppose that curing the lame and the
blind, and exorcising demons in the villages of Bethsaida, are some of
the greatest works. He acknowledges that Jesus had a sovereign
power over impure spirits ; that he walked on the surface of the deep,
and expelled demons. He endeavours to depreciate these wonderful
! Sce pp. 88—90. supra,

¢ Lardner’s Heathen Testimonies, chap. xviil. Works, vol. viii, pp. 5—69, 8vo.; or
vol. iv, pp. 113—149, 4to.

* Sce pp. 90, 91. suprd.

* Lardner’s Heathen Testimonies, chap. xxxvii, Works, vol. viii, Pp. 176—248. 8vo.;
or yol. iv. pp. 209—250. 4to,

® Sce pp. 91, 92, supra.
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The consequence is undeniable; such works

”

~ works, but in vain. : ons
car roofs of a divine mission, o
" E;g(;()(llfll):t(l)?fb—g to omit the very numerous 'intelzvcniug testimonies
. that might be adduced,-—1\[011.-\1r.\[1~:_1) (who lived in the latter end o{'
- the ﬁftlf and the former part of thq sixth century), tl'mugh he assumed
. the honour of delivering to mankind a new revelation, _exp}ressl_x; .:L_c—
knowledged the authority of the Gospels, He §peaks of rJ (:sug C él 1511:
-~ and of his mother by their names, and calls him the WV ozd of1 10(.
- He says, that he was miraculously ]?01‘11 of a virgin; ac':l:nlow lc( gei
~ the truth of his miracles and prophecies ; and speaks of his 7eat]1 and
~ ascension, of his apostles, of the unbelicf of the Jews, of JCC‘l.f‘l;.las
* the father of John the Baptist, and of the Baptist himself, delscau ing
~ his character in a manner perfectly conformable to the Gospels.

2. TESTIMONIES OF IIEAT%EN ADVERSARIES TO THE LIVES AND

: TERS OF THE FIRST CHRISTIANS, )
CIZ?.I ;A'(l}‘he first persecution of the Christians was raised by thgﬁ em-
~ peror Nero, . D. 65, that is, a_bout thu'ty years after the crucifixion
of Jesus Christ. Concerning this per?cémotr;, yv: have the testimonies

" tw man historians, Tacitus and Suetonius. i _
of ’f“j\gr{‘{gs was contemporary with the np?stle-s. Relating th: gr:.l?t
fire at Rome, in the tenth year of Neru's reign, he iays,' t 31, de
people imputed that calamity to the cmperor, whcl) (t efy fni)aqigg (2
had set fire to_the city, that he might have the glory o 1.ebu1t ti,n?;
it more magnificently, and of calling it after his own r(liame, u ; 12,
Nero charged the crime on the Christians, and, in or e{; to gfl'v:h x:i
more plausible colour to this calumny, he put great numf ers o'r 1:'e
1o death in the most cruel manner, With the view o }(lzor}l)cx ;a, 1n§
the people, he expended great sums in adorning the mftfy’ de es owe—
largesses on those who had suffered by the fire, and offere 'dma.n.y ex
piat’éory sacrifices to appease the gods. The lustormnla words are: —
“ But neither human assistance, nor the largesses of the (fa'mpuofx", 1}1101;
all the atonements offered to the gods availed: the in apf}y o 'tbla
horrible transaction still adhered to him. To suppress, i p(c)lssx ezi
this common - rumour, Nero procured others to be acc(:iu?e s ﬂ?n.
punished with exquisite tortures a race of men detest; ChoF k el:.‘
evil practices, who were commonly known by the name o A ristian .
The author of that sect (or name) was Christus, who ngh the reign tg
Tiberius was punished with de.ath, as a crgrr.nnal, by he ﬁrolciuaaf r
Pontius Pilate. But this pestilent superstition, thoug c.lef(; ed for
a while, broke out afresh, not only in Judma, where the §v3 st ﬁ).rx}-l
ginated, but even in the city (of Rome), the comm(in sin tmto }v :l(;e
every thing filthy and abominable flows from a}l) qua; ersdothe e
world, At first those only were apprehended who con ((aissl;a b m-
selves of that sect; afterwards a vast mult-ztn.de (llscovgre f{) em ;
all of whom were condemned, not so much for the crm;e 0 uxl‘:msg
the city as for their enmity to mankind. Their exectu 1o§s x:: . o
contrived as to expose them to derision and contempt. Some were

! Lardner's Heath. Test. chap. xlvi. Works, vol. viii, pp. 855—423. 8vo.; or vol. iv.
B, Ty T knight has collected and inserted the
2 Hee hapters 3, 4, 5, 6. 19. Dr. Macknig
.m:eS::ut}:f 115.(.):?3 O Pttty of the Gospel History, pp. 840, 341,
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covered over with the skins of wild beasts, that they might be torn
to pieces by dogs; some were crucified; while others, having been
daubed over with combustible materials, were set up as lights in the
night-time, and thus burnt to death. For these spectacles Nero gave
his own gardens, and, at the same time, exhibited there the diversions
of -the circus; sometimes standing in the erowd as a spectator, in the
habit of a charioteer, and at other times driving a chariot himself;
until at length these men, though really criminal and deserving ex~
emplary punishment, began to be commiserated as people who were
destroyed, not out of regard to the public welfare, but only to gratify
the cruelty of one man.”! A

The testimony which SUETONIUS bears to this persecution is in
the following words: — “ The Christians likewise were severely
punished, — a sort of people addicted to a new and mischievous
guperstition.”

The preceding accounts of the persecution of the Christians by
Nero are further confirmed by Martial, the epigrammatist (who lived
at the close of the first century), and by Juvenal, the satirist (who
flourished during the reigns of ]gomitian, Nerva, Trajan, and Adrian),
both of whom allude to the Neronian persecution, and especially to
the pitched coat in which the Christians were burnt,

Martial has an epigram, of which the following is a literal trans-
lation: — “You have, perhaps, lately seen acted on the theatre,
Mucius, who thrust his hand into the fire: if you think such a person
patient, valiant, stout, you are a senseless dotard. For it is a much
greater thing, when threatened with the troublesome coat, to say, ¢ I

do not sacrifice, than to obey the command, ¢ Burn the hand.’”3

This troublesome coat or shirt of the Christians was made like a sack,
of paper or coarse linen cloth, either besmeared with pitch, wax, or
sulphur, and similar combustible materials, or dipped in them: it was
then put upon the Christians; and, in order that they might be kept
upright, — the better to resemble a flaming torch, — their chins were
severally fastened to stakes fixed in the ground.

In his first satire, Juvenal has the following allusion: —

Now dare
To %lance at Tigellinus, and you glare
In that pitch’d shirt in which such crowds expire,
Chain'd to the bloody stake, and wrapp'd in fire,”*

.} Tacitns, Annal. lib. xv. ¢. 44. Tardner's Heathen Testimonies, chap, v. Works, vol
vil. pp. 251—259. 8vo.; or vol. iil. pxl):af-lo—.su. 4to.

* Seutonius in Nerone, ec. xvi. dner, chap. vii. 'Works, vol. vii, pp, 265—272.
8vo. 3 or vol. iii..pp. 618—622, 4to. . :

* In matutina nuper spectatus arena
Mucius, imposuit qui sua membra focis,
Si patiens fortisque tibi durusque videtur,
Abderitans pectora plebis habes.
Nam cum dictatur, tunicé pr t X
“Ure manum,” plus est dicere: « Non facio.” Martial lib. x, epigr. 25.
* Lardner, chap. vi. Works, vol. vii. pp. 260—262. 8vo.; or vol. iii. pp. 61 , 4£0.
3 Mr. Gifford’s translation, p. 27. Th]:aporiginal passage i’s thus: e PP- 613, 616. 4
Pone Tigellinum, teedd lucebis in illa, ’
Qué stantes ardent, qui fixo gutture famant,
Et latum medid sulcum deducit arend.  Juven, Saf. lib. i 155—157.

Toat A
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Or mote literally; —* Deseribe a great villain, such as was Tigelli-
nus” (a corrupt minister under Nero), “ and you shall suffer the sume
punishment with those who stand burning in their own flame and
gmoke, their head being held up by a stake fixed to a chain, till they
- make a long stream” (of blood and fluid sulphur) “ on the ground.”!

The above cited testimony of Tacitus, corroborated as it is by contemporary
writers, is o very important confirmation of the evangelical history. In it the his-
~torian asserts, 3. That Jesus Christ really lived and taught, and was put to death
as a malefactor by Pontius Pilate, procurator under Tiberius; 2, That from Christ
the people called Christians derived their name and religious sentiments; 3. That
this religion or superstition (as he terms it) had its risc in Judwa, where it also
spread, notwithstanding the ignominious death of its founder, and the opposition
which his followers afterwards experienced from the people of that country; 4. That
it was propagated from Judea into other parts of the world as far as Rome, where,
in the tenth or eleventh year of Nero, and before that time, the Christians were
very numerous?; and, 5. That the professors of this religion were reproached and
hated, and underwent many and grievous sufferings?

(2.) The next testimony to be adduced is that of Caius Plinius
Ceecilius Secundus, better known by the name of the younger PLiNy.
He was born A. D. 61 or 62; and, after holding various distinguished
offices, was sent to the provinces of Pontus and Bithynia, by the
emperor Trajan, A, D. 106 — 108, as his lieutenant and proprstor, with
proconsular power. The persecution of the Christians under that
emperor had commenced A. D. 100; and in that remote country there

i Tardner, ch. vii. Works, vol, vii. pp. 262-265 8vo.; or vol. iii, pp. 616—618. 4fo.
2 The expression of Tacitus is, ingens multitudo, a vast multitude ; which Voltaire, with
higaccustomed disregard of truth, has represented as only a few poor wretches, who were
gacrificed to public vengeance. Kssay on History, vol. i. ch. v. p. 60. Nugent’s transla-
tion. - Dr. Macknight has completely cxposed the falsehood of that profligate writer, in
" his Credibility of the Gospel History, pp. 800302, Mr. Gibbon’s false translation and
““misrepresentations of the passage of Tacitus above cited are ably exposed in the appendix
to Bishop Watson’s Apology for the Bible, addressed to the historian. The testimony of
Tacitus to .the vast number of Christians at Rome is now confirmed by the evideuce of
- the eatncomDs there, which ¢ are calculated to extend over nine hundred miles of streets,
“ and to contain almost seven millions of graves!” . . ... “ And we may regard it as csta-
Llished beyond all reasonable doubt, that in spite of the general contempt and hatred, in
- spite of the constant ill usage to which they wure exposed, and the oceasional * fiery triuds’
“which proved them, the Christians, as early as the second century, formed one of the chief
“glements in the population of Rome.” Rawlingon’s Bampton Lecture for 1859, pp. 284-5.
% .On the above-cited passage of Tacitus, Gibbon has the following remark:—¢ The
niost sceptical criticism is obliyed to 1 t the TRUTH of this extraordinary fuct (the persc-
‘eution of the Christians under Nero), AND THE INTEGRITY OF THIS CELEBRATED PASSAGE
“oi Tacirvs, The FORMER (its truth) is confirmed by the diligent and accurate Suetonius,
who mentions the punishment which Nero inflicted upon the Christians. The LATTER (its
integrity and genuineness) may be PROVED by the consent of the most ancient manuscripts ;
by the inimitable character of Tacitus; by his reputation, which guarded his text from the
fnierpolations of pious fraud ; and by the purport of his narration.” (Decline and Fall,
vol. ii. pp. 407, 408.) Such is the observation of the clegant and learned historian, whose
hitred of Christianity has led him, in other parts of his work, to misrepresent both it and
tha Christians : yet, in defiance of all historical and critical testimony, 2 modern opposer
of revelation affirmed that * the texts which are to be found in the works of Tacitus are
too much suspected of interpolations to be adduced as an authority ! The effrontery of
this assertion is only surpassed by the wilful ignorance which it exhibits, especially as the
writer alladed to roprinted Gibbon’s misrepresentations of Christians and Christianity in
& choap form in order to deceive and mislead the unwary. — The reader who is desirous of
prosecuting this subject further will ind the historical testimonies of Tacitus and Sueto-
viug completely vindicated in p. 352. et sey. of Mr. W. A, Hails’s * Remarks on Volney’s
Ruins” (London, 1825, 8vo.); a learned and ably written treatise, in which the sophistry
and false assertions of that most insidious and dangerous of infidel writers is fnﬁy and
satisfactorily refuted,
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were at this time prodigious numbers of Christians, against whom
Pliny, by the emperor’s edict, was obliged to use all manner of seve-
rity. Being, however, a person of good sense and moderation, he
judged it prudent not to proceed to the extreme rigour of the law
until he had represented the case to Trajan, and had received his
commands concerning it. He therefore wrote him the following
epistle!, A. D, 107 (which is too important to be abridged), and in the
same year received the emperor’s rescript. The authenticity of both
these documents is admitted by the sceptical historian Gibbon.?

¢ Pliny, to the emperor Trajan, wisheth health and happiness : —

¢ It is my constant custom, sir, to refer myself to you in all matters
concerning which 1 have any doubt. For who can better direct me
where I hesitate, or instruct me where I am ignorant? I have never
been present at any trials of Christians, so that I know not well
what is the subject-matter of punishment or of inquiry, or what
strictness ought to be used in either. Nor have I been a little per-
plexed to determine whether any difference ought to be made upon
account of age, or whether the young and tender, and the full grown
and robust, ought to be treated all alike; whether repentance should
entitle to pardon, or whether all who have once been Christians ought
to be punished, though they are now no longer so; whether the name
itself, although no crimes be detected, or crimes only belonging to
the name, ought to be punished. Concerning all these things I am
in doubt.

“In the mean time T have taken this course with all who have
been brought before me, and have been accused as Christians. I have
put the question to them, Whether they were Christians. Upon their
confessing to me that they were, I repeated the question a second
and a third time, threatening also to punish them with death. Such as
still persisted, I ordered away to be punished ; for it was no doubt
with me, whatever might be the nature of their opinion, that contu-
macy and inflexible obstinacy ought to be punished. There were
others of the same infatuation, whom, because they are Roman
citizens, I have noted down to be sent to the city. '

“In a short time, the crime spreading itself, even whilst under per-
secution, as is usual in such cases, divers sorts of people came in my
way. An information was presented to me, without mentioning the
author, containing the names of many persons, who, upon examina-~
tion, denied that they were Christians, or had ever been so; who
repeated after me an invocation of the gods, and with wine and
frankincense made supplication to your image, which, for that
purpose, I had caused to be brought and set before them, together
with the statues of the deities. Moreover, they reviled the name of
Christ, none of which things, asis said, they who are really Christians
can by any means be compelled to do. These, therefore, I thought

! Pliny, Epist. lib. x. ep. 97. tom, ii. pp. 127—129. edit. Bipont. It is reprinted by Dr.
Larduer, whose trauslation we bave given, and who has illustrated both the epistle of the
philosopher and the emperor Trajan’s rescript with numerous valuable observations.

gen;hen Testimonies, chap. ix. Works, vol. vii. pp. 287—3844, 8vo.; or vol. iv. pp. 10—
. dto. :

® Decline and Fall, vol, ii. p.409
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proper to discharge. Others were named by an informer, who at first
confessed themselves Christians, and afterwards denied it; the rest
said they had been Christians, but had left them, — some three years
ago, some longer, and one or more above twenty years. ,'They all
worshipped your image, and the statues of the gods; these also
veviled Christ.  They affirmed that the whole of their fault or error
lay in this, that they were wont to meet together, on a stated day, before
7t was light, and sing among themselves, alternutely, a hymn to Christ
as God; and to bind themselves by a solemn oath (sacramento), not to
the commission of any wickedness, but not fo be guilty of theft, or
robbery, or adultery, never to falsify their word, nor to deny a pledge
committed to them, when called upon to rveturn it. When these things
were performed, it was their custom to separate, and then come together
again to a meal, whick they ate in common, without any dzsord(-:r s but
this they had forborne since the publication of my edict, by which, ac~
cording to your commands, I prohibited assemblies.

« After receiving this account, I judged it the more necessary to
examine, and that by torture, two maid-servants, which were called
ministers. But I have discovered nothing beside an evil and ex-
cessive superstition,. Suspending therefore all judicial proceedings,
T have recourse to you for advice; for it has appeared unto me a
matter highly deserving consideration, especially upon account of the
great number of persons who are in danger of suffering ; for many of
all ages, and every rank, of both sexes likewise, are accused, a{u.i will be
accused. Nor has the contagion of this superstition seized cities only,
but the lesser lowns also, and the open country. N. everthelesp, 1t seems
to me that it may be restrained and corrected. It is certain that the
temples, which were almost forsaken, begin to bq more frequen.ted;
and the sacred solemnities, after a long intermission, are revived.
Victims likewise are every where bought up, whereas for some time
there were few purchasers. Whence it is easy to imagine what
numbers of men might be reclaimed, if pardon were granted to those
who shall repent.” ) )

To the preceding letter, the emperor Trajan sent the following
reply: — -

IZ‘y’l‘raja,n to Pliny, wisheth health and hagpinegs t— .

« You have taken the right method, my Pliny, in your proceedings
with those who have been %rought before you as Christians; for it 1
impossible to establish any one rule that shall hold universally.
They are not to be sought for. If any are brought before you, and
are convicted, they ought to be punished. However, he that denies
his being & Christian, and makes it evident in fact, that is, by sup-
plicating to our gods, though he be suspected to have been &o
formerly, let him be pardoned upon repentance. But in no case, of
any crime whatever, may a bill of b ormation be received, w1th_out.
being signed by him who presents it; for thgt would be a dangerous
precedent, and unworthy of my government. .

The preceding letter and rescript furnish numerous important
testimonies to the state of Christianity, and to the purity of Chris-

tian principles. We learn from it, in the FIRST place, the great
N 2
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progress of the Christian religion in a short space of time.  Cliris-
tianity was neither known nor heard of in the world before the reign
of Tiberius. Lighty years had not elapsed since the crucifixion of
Jesus, when Pliny wrote this letter, nor seventy years since the dis-
ciples of Jesus began to make any mention of him to the Gentiles;
and yet there were at this time great numbers of men whom Pliny
repeatedly terms Christians, in that part of Asia where he presided,
at a great distance from Judea. Christians there were every where,
throughout the whole extent of his province, in cities, in villages,
and in the open country. Among them were persons of all ages, of
every rank and condition, and of both sexes; and sume of them also
were citizens of Rome. The prevalence of Christianity appears like-
wise from the universal decay of pagan worship: the tewples were
deserted, and the sacrifices discontinued. Beasts, brought to market
for victims, had few purchasers, So many were accused, and were
in danger of suffering on account of the prevalence of this opinion, as
gave the president no small concern. Further, it is evident that
there were not only many at this time, who bore the Christian name,
but that such people had been there for many years; some, for
several years; and one or more, who had been brought before Pliny,
had professed Christianity, and had renounced it more than twenty
years. All which circumstances prove that Christianity had been
planted there for many years before his arrival. Such an increase,
indeed, could only be the work of time.—SEconNDLY, Pliny’s letter
bears a noble testimony to the fortitude of the Christians in suffering,
and to their steady perseverance in the faith of Jesus Christ; and it
also communicates several interesting particulars relative to their
religious belief and worship. More particularly, 1. They disowned
all the gods of the heathens, and would not worship the images of the
emperors or of their gods. The people who embraced this religion
forsook the heathen temples and altars, and offered no sacrifices there.
2. They assembled together on a stated day, which we know from
the collateral testimony of Christian writers was the Lord’s Day or
Sunday, on which day Christians celebrate the weekly festival of
Christ’s resurrection. 3. When they were assembled, Pliny says
that they sang a hymn to Christ as God; and also engaged them-
selves, “Dby an oath, not to commit theft, or robbery, or adultery,
never to falsify their word, nor to deny a pledge committed to them.”
This account 1s highly to ‘the honour of the first Christians, They
paid divine worship to their God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, and
devoted themselves to the practice of moral virtue.—LA4sTLY, both
the epistle of Pliny, and the letter or rescript of Trajan, attest the
innocence and virtue of the first Christians, From the former it is
evident that no crime, besides that of their religion, was proved
against any of those who were brought before Pliny. Even their
accusers and prosecutors alleged nothing else against them, but that
they were Christians: he examined apostates; he put to the torture
two young women who were ministers or deaconesses, and yet he
discovered nothing but what was quite harmless. The only charge
against them is an absurd superstition, and obstinacy in adhering to-

O
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3 i reserint affords equally strong proof of the innocence of
ikes;rx?éﬁn ) géci;l%:w not of imy gﬁ'encebof which they were guilty,
exceptino.'mﬂy that they did not supplicate the heathen de‘ltles. ;1‘1113
honesty >ad innocency of these men oblige us to pay a %;' ez{s regax
to their belief and profession of the Christian religion. , they wtﬁli
sober and discreet before they e'mbraced it, we mﬂ){ }? 5111‘{3 :-
there then were such evidences of its truth as ap.pwvef1 tbemse ves to
serious persons, If they are supposed to have ‘forﬁael 5 eex:lrcxou;
and irregular, here is a strong proof of the thut an g:(})l f,:-sngs
Clristianity, inasmuch as it had so great an 1n ueﬁc:hon £ e&S 1wen
of men, at a time when they might e_asxly know whe ler it was 1
sounded or not. In either case, 1618 an honour to these pm‘ncqi1 es,
%hwt those who embraced them maintained such innocence 1 their
li\:es, that their enemies, even ai}"]cer the strictest inquiries, could dis-
i imi inst them., ) )
covgr nztlsn%7%j mlésg;;%as ridicules the Christians for their worship
of Cixrist., and attests the gradual increase of their m(lln.xberlsl.' H: a,lic:
acknowledges that there were m.odes’c, temperate, an inte 1%3‘11 fpith
sons among them !, and bears witness to their constancy I?h e 31 ¢
of Christ. At the very time v:_hen Set xl‘;cl)‘ge eiliagﬁ?m :vtﬁ;i] stanyé
were suffering a grievous persecution, b 0 t
i -pol en, and also the sword of the magistrate.
bOﬂi hlslik;g;glgoﬁxt: d;:g)nte’mporary of Celsus, was & l?ltter enemy of
the Christians. In his account of the death of the p\illfosopherdPe?g:
grinus, he bears authentic testimony to the principa dapts 195n1 I?:; !
ciples "of Christianity; that its founder was c.ru(iiﬁe 1? la e: ln s
and worshipped by the Christians, who entertaine hI.Jecu mlrdy 8 aoi g
hopes of immortal life, and great contempt for this onl ¢ tg.n its
enjoyments ; and that they courageously endured many afthic 1i)ns o1
o t of their principles, and sometimes surrendered themselves
;Ti:’gxl‘?ngs Honesty and probityhprevailed .:o m}ﬁz ) mr];zzﬁ‘ e:hle;:é
thow trusted each other without security. ir M )
Z};igegltll;yrzz‘gnmended to all hhi(a; folllovlrl(_ars 'm;tu:ltilﬁzg,ﬁxﬁai};
re much distinguished. In his piece, entll
zlsfi’:gz}(riﬁanﬁs, he says, ';glilat they were well known in the worilds bii
the name of Christians; that they were at that tx.me dmémeﬁo s in
Pontus, Paphlagonia, and the neighbouring countnzs ,dap ’thnadiz,io at
they were formidable to cheats and impostors. Ln in .hg elfg ue
entitled Philopatris (which if not written by ucmft‘x ‘1111'18 it kS
hom it is usually ascribed, was com.p.osed not long after his time),
&ere are numerous allusions to the writings, principles, and pgaﬁtxfc.:e%
of Christians, all of which 2,re ridiculed, and especially their beliet o
i inity. .
the g (;OEE?: f?)i&%ﬁdgr;nd}::onstancy of the Christians under persecu-

tion are referred to by EP10TETUS (a. D. 109), under the name of

I 3 . ¢ ’
i i Celsum, lib. i. p. 22. edit. Cantab, 1677.
' :‘ z:rlgn?:‘lsg eHn«’aactgggel‘estimoﬁies, ¢h. xviii. sections 5—8. Works, vol. viii, pp. 836—50.

.+ or vol. iv. pp. 130—188. 4to, . © iv. b, 140156, 4t0r
sv:) Ibid. chap. xix. Works, vol. viii. pp. :9;—81. 8vo.; or vol iv. pp
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t(l*x:elh(leu'mt;'l The emperor MARCUS ANTONINUS (s p
‘ l ! 5 : .( ) A " 4ha 17
the C1 Nu(Al. 111;.s 218(;3)\:;1(1;311005 lof] an obstinate contempt of death.? And
principles.? PORI’;I;'RY s the e iotins in theit
B o tl(A.I]{). 270) acknowledges that they were
e oy eamerous in 110 oman empire, and unwillingly admits
ho miracles an?l 4 ¥ the apostles, which, however, he ;scribes t
ol T)y insh;u'xti el endeavoured to expose them to popular -

pronsh bs Ronm; elxlg' j:.m;c they were the causes of the calamities th::;

(6.) Lastly, ‘ the ncla)xlxif)m or JUL (

1o ] \ IAN (A.D. 361), th

constrx{ggetg 233::2;1 thelnumber of the early believz,;'s inoggilushe e:‘}"

gonstrained to It{zﬁm‘]’o e;]ge that there were multitudes of suc’hym n

i Greeco and It ty }c ore John wrote his Gospel, and that then

Gara not confine: o the lm_ver classes ; men of character — such A

Corneliu, ’C ‘ han centurion, at Cesarea, and Sergius Paul o

yprus, — being converted to the faith of J esusak:taf%s;ep:l?-
e

(;ll;((} ?lge(?iwgiug:f reign (who ascended the imperial throne
tion, of Peter & 3 H ﬂPn;LIhih?:q‘ienﬂy speaks, with much ?ﬁcll)i.g‘ﬁ;:
suecees . 2 e two gl‘eat a OStI g
apos:;:gutgyeachers of his Gospel. So that’pupois toIfe Je}suls, and
ke peror'J ulian has undesignedly borne testi whole, the
to 6\re1'thlnany l:hmérs recorded in the New Testnmenil;mon to_the
nrwumentsrmx the ( hristian religion, but has CONFIR;\IED e aimed
mger aaz]unst it are perfectly harmless, and insuffici %5 his
lnomente :’e.a kest Christian; for he has not made on mf,?t fo un
moment. against the Christian religion, as contained 1e objection of
V%u T?ntxcdbooks of the New Testament.® ed in the genuine
. Thus do all the inveterat 108 0
first oried - rate enemies of Christianity, — i
tﬁ:tfgzﬁgl ::nﬁl con;'ptl}(:tegﬁtabhshment in the thenui:nz;g}\:;n wf;l;lol?i1 pi
. 'y of the Christian ®ra,—unite in givi ¢, 1n
) e
able testimony to the character of Chrigt, the rea.lﬁtil?fn izn n}:i?‘nolur-
acles,

entlc ibili y \\'2

gﬁli‘;li%ﬁ ;‘;I&glon, }::g well as to the unity of
fian faith cons?::gyli)x’x t;;;sh blameless lives of the Christians, and their
e et T ! andermg Yo their holy profession, regardles
of .them. fang trueythat, ezg;;:;fi l’]corments t.hat could be inﬂicteg
sSii:;;Izt.ux:; gi?::y, the Greek and Latingw:ilgz nlglvg Z;t:;lrft ax:ticles o
o cx"edibilit ce% s:};nile h?.ve attempted to raise an argum a.;e totgll
y of this history. But the silence ofgtheesvri:g:: nisxf

. .
161) mentions

the objects of the Chris-

! Lardner’s Heathen Testi
VoL 17, pp. 4350, dto, e

? Ibid, chap, xv. § 2. W,

; - xv. § 2. Works, vol. vil. pp. .
B B2 G Mo g oy vl
1c. . xxxvii. Works, vol. viii. 290998
3 Ibid. i » VOL. VUL pp. 220—-226. 8vo.; i
The el bsarion of desining o s svired v o Vo, 1. b 393548, 41
Dr. Lar . e has attested thi « 1¥e PP. 332342, 4to,
Y Dr. Lardner from the apostate emperor, by amrminz :ﬁ::%iy ﬁ;‘g:elznﬁ:zg‘?s collected
. accurately

compiled all that can now be di w

Sorabped all h ow be discovered of Julian’s work against the Christia Declin

Bat, 1803 "ok iv. p. 81, note g. Herwerden, de Imperatornguliaml)l,epp 11514—“1';1 f..d d.0
T . . . Lug

chap. x. ii
ap. x. Works, vol. vii, pp. 844—857. 8vo.; or

or vol. iv. p. 161.P£t-0'73——:8. 4o

e wide and rapid progress of the
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uestion may be satisfactorily accounted for, by their great ignorance
of such facts as occurred very long before their own time, and by the
cculiar contempt entertained for both Jews and Christians, arising
- from the diversity of their customs and institutions, To these generzﬁ
considerations we may add, particularly with reference to the gilence
of profane historians relative to the remarkable events in the life of
Christ, —
1. That many books of those remote ages are LOST, tn which it is
wery possible that some mention might have been made of these facts.

Hence it has happened that many occurrences, which are related in the evangelical
bistory, are not to be found in the writings of the heathens. Of these writings,
indeed, we have now but few remaining in comparison of their original number ;
and those which are extant are only fragments of preceding histories. Thus, the
mighty works Eerfbrmed by Jesus Christ, and the monuments of the great achieve-
ments that took place in the age when he was born, are now missing or lost. All
the history of Dion Cassius, from the consulships of Antistius and Balbus to the
consulships of Messala and Cinna (that is, for the space of ten years, — five years
before and five years after the birth of Christ), is totally lost, as also is Livy’s his-
tory of the same period. . In vain, therefore, does any one expect to find the
remarkable passages concerning the birth of Christ in these writers; and much
more vain is it to look for these things in those writers whose histories are altogether
missing at this day. To instance only the census or enrolment ordered by Augustus,
and mentioned by Luke (ii. 1, 2.), ihe silence of historians concerning which has
been o favourite topic with objectors: — there can be no doubt but that some one
of the Roman historians did record that transaction (for the Romans have sedulously
recorded every thing that was connected with the grandeur and riches of their
empire) ; though their writings are now lost, either by negligence, by fire, b
the irruption of the barbarous nations into Italy, or by age and length of time. I’;.
_is evident that some one historian did mention the census above alluded to; other-
wise, whence did Suidas derive information of the fact, — that Augustus sent
TWENTY SELECT MEN, of acknowledged character for virtue and integrity, into ALL
the provinces of the empire, to take a census both of men and of property, and

commanded that a just proportion of the latter should be brought into the imperial

treasury P And this, Suidas adds, was the FIRST census.t

9. Some of the Roman historians, whose works have come down to
our time, are DEFECTIVE. .

"This is particularly the case with Livy and Tacitus, from whom we cannot expect
any narrative of events that have reference to the birth of Christ, or to any great
oceurrence that took place at that time. For Livy wrote only to the commence-
_ment of Augustus's reign, which was before the time of Christ; consequently he

could not record so memorable an event a8 that of & census throughout the Roman
empire, which did not take place until the thirtieth year of Augustus’s reign. And
no notice could be taken of that transaction by Tacitus, because he does not go so
far back ag Augustus. His Annals begin with the reign of Tiberius, and continue
to the death of Nero: his books of History begin where the Annals terminate, and
conclude with Vespasian's expedition agninst the Jews. For the knowledge of the
transactions intervening between the close of Lin' and the commencement of
Tacitus, we are indebted to Velleius Paterculus, Florus, Plutarch, Dion Cassius,
Justin, and others, who lived long after the time of Augustus, and who compiled
their histories from such materials a3 they could command, Florus, in particular,
is only an abbreviator of Livy, from whom little consequently can be expected.
Though Velleius Paterculus advances a little further, yet heis merely an epito-

miser; and as Justin, who fourished in the reign of the emperor Antoninus Pius,
only abridged the history of Trogus Pompeius, which he did not continue, we

1 Suidse Lexicon, voce Awsypadn, tom. i p: 271, edit. Euster.
N 4
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cannot, therefore, oxpect any information from him relutive to the birth of Churist,
Appian has altogether omitted Judwma in the description which he has lefs us of the
Roman empire. These fhets will nccount for the silence of the generality of pagan
writers concerning the events related in the Gospel history; while the express,
authentic, and genuine statement of Tacitus, already given?, furnishes an indis-
putable testimony to the fact, that Jesus Christ lived and was crucified during the
reign of Tiberius, and thus completely refutes the absurd and ignorant assertion
(an assertion, indeed, so truly absurd as to be unworthy of notice, were it not thas
its effrontery may impose on the unwary) which has been made, viz. that it is not
known at what year between a.p. 60 and 100 the name of Christ was first heard of
in Lurope, and in that part of Asia which is contiguous to Europe and the Medi-

terranean Sea; and that it is evident from all existing testimony that it was not
before the year 60111

3. Of the few remaining historians, who wrote about the ages in
question, most were engaged on other subjects; to which it is to be

added, that no profane Tistorians, whether Jews or Heathens, take
notice of ALL occurrences.

Thus the obscurity of the sun at Julius Ceesar’s death, which is said to have
Insted a whole year, is not noticed by any Roman author except the poets Ovid and
Virgil, and the philosopher Pliny: yet ten historians or more, in the JSollowing cen-
tury, wrote lives of Cmsar, and gave an account of his assassination and of several

- things that occurred after it. A similar prodigy is reported by Cedrenus to have
happened in the reign of the emperor Justinian; gut between that time and
Cedrenus, there were nearly twenty considerable writers, who mentioned no such
thing, - Neither Tacitus, Justin, nor Strabo, who have particularly spoken of the
Jews, have noticed the existence of the Jewish sect of the Essenes: nay, even
Josephus, the Jewish historian, is totally silent concerning them in lis two
books against Apion, though he has mentioned them in his other writings. Yet,
will any one pretend that there were no Essenes, either before or in the time of
Christ ? — Again, neither Herodotus, nor Thucydides, nor any other Greek writers
of that time, have taken any notice of Rome, though the conquests of the Roman
people were then extended far and wide, and the Romans were become great and
formidable. Suetoniuswrote the lives of the first twelve Roman emperors ; yet if we
compare his relations with the events recorded by other historians, we shall find that
he has omitted many important transactions that were obvious. Now, to apply this
to our present purpose : — it is true that none of the heathen historians of ira erial
Rome Lave spoken of the celebrated census in the time of Angustus, which is
mentioned by Luke (ii. 1,2.) : yet it does not follow that it did rot actually take
effect, since we see it is not unusual for historians to pass by some persons and
things, which are very remarkable and deserve to be recorded. If, then, some
matters which are mentioned by the evangelists are not noticed in other histories,
we cannot, with any reason, conclude from them, that the evangelists have recorded
that which is false. No such thin% can be inferred ; for even among pagan writers
there are many peculiar historical passages related by some of them concerning
which the rest ave totally silent. Tacitus and Valerius aximus, for instance, have
narrations which sre not to be found in any other Roman historians, and yet the
are not suspected of falsehood. Why, then, may we not credit those things whicf;
are recorded in the New Testament, although no Gentile historians make any the
slightest mention of them? Nay, the evangelical historians themselves do not
all relate the same things ; though all of them have mentioned some passages, yet
there are others which are noticed only bK one or two of the evangelists ; and there
are some things or persons concerning which they are wholly silent, but which are
as remarkable as some of those which they have committed to writing. Thus, the
Guospels speak of the Pharisees and Sadducees, and also of the Galileans and Hero-
dians 5 and yet they take no notice whatever of the Essenes by name, though they
were at that time a considerable sect among the Jews, It is no reasonabla objec-
tion, therefore, to the New Testament, that some things occur in it which are not
to be found in very approved authors. No history, whether sacred or profane,

! Sce pp. 173,175, suprd,
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i 1 to do this: we

o ing. The evangelists themselves do not pretend : 8!
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[+ y y L4 ) ! elo ‘

2 f all thus expresses himself at the o
for one of them who wrote last o ) prsses eIl ot the e o ey
P — re many other things which Jesus did; ) i /
S:::l)sl'l;e w;‘g;;ln tgzzf::y ‘;ne, I qu spose that even the world itself could not contain the

Dbooks that should be written. (John xxi. 25.)

4. Several of the facts, relating to Christ and his miracles, coming

Jrom Jews, would be slkighted as Sfabulous by the Gentile writers,

especially considering, on the one hand, how cc;lmml;m rcildxgxes B.:r(}
magical stories were in that day; and on theca1 ot gr and, how sup
stitious and credulous the Jews were reputed to e(.1 e 1
| i ang
T hrist's actions lay at a great distance from Greece and y, and
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learned Greeks and Romans, therefore, would regard the first rep to of them us
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wards them ; and in what sovereign contempt the first Chrlst(;lla?s we:-};aei :wz) ! 1{; he
eneralit of profune writers, many of the passages adduce rf;lmme ir works, in
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hich circumstance Mr. Gibbon to > ;
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san contemporary writers. Speaking of that darkness, he exp -
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prssae 1 Decline and Fall, vol. ii. pp. 379,
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First, That the eclipse being confined to Judwa, its immediate effects could not
necessarily have been experienced by Seneca or Pliny, neither of whom could have
been on the spot in the reign of Tiberius, when the eclipse took place ; nor can it
be proved that they had immediate information from all parts of the globe as soon
as nuy extraordinary phenomenon had taken place.

SecoNpLY, Neither Pliny nor Sencca have left any works that correspond to the
historian’s pompous deseription. Seneca does nof treat on eclipses at all, in the pas-
suge refirred to'; he speaks indeed of earthquakes, but only in a very cursory man-
ner, and does not instance more than four or five, because his object was evidently
not to write a history of them, but to investigate their symptoms, causes, and prog-
nostics. The same remark applies to Pliny with respect to earthquakes, They are
nentioned only to introduce philosophical observations. The historian, therefore,
has but very feeble props to support his assertion. We may reasonably imagine,
that if Seneca nnd Pliny have recorded all the great phenoinena of nature, they
must of course have explored the Grecian and Roman histories, which were imme-
diately open_to their inquiries. Now, let us try an experiment as to what they
have derived from those sources with respect to eclipses. Do they mention the
total eclipse of the sun, when the celebrated plague happened at Athens, in the first
year of the Peloponnesian war ? Do they mention the solar eclipse on the day when
the foundations of Rome were loid? Do they mention the eclipse foretold by
Thales, by which a peace was effected between the Medes and the Lydians? It
would be too tedious and useless to ask for many others, which might be mentioned
without any fear of our questions being answered in the affirmative.

TairnLy, The distinct chapter of Pliny, in which, according to the historian’s
Iofty representation, we should expect to find the subject of ecliipses exhausted b
his full and elaborate detail, consists of only eighteen words, the urport of whic
is, that « eclii)ses of the sun are sometimes of extraordinary duration ; such as that
which took place on the death of Ceesar, and during the war with Antony, when the
sun appeared pale for nearly a year."?

Lastry, Tﬁis miraculous preternatural darkness did not pass without notice.
Omitting the supposed attestation of it by Phlegon (a pagan chronologist who wrote
during the reign of the emperor Hadrian?, and whose testimony is cited by Tertul-
lium, Origen, and Eusebius), and also the supposed mention of it by Thaﬂus (who
lived in the second century), which is cited by Julius Africanus?, o writer of great
eminence and probity, who'lived at the beginning of the third century ; — we may
remark that there are two other testimonies not founded on the statements of
Phlegon and Thallus, which uneguivocally confirm the evangelical history of the
darkness at the crucifixion, viz. those of Tertullian and Celsus, In his Apology for
the Christians, which was addressed to their heathen adversaries, Tertullian ex-
pressly says, “ At the moment of Christ's death, the light departed from the sun, and
the land was darkened at noon i WHICH WONDER I8 RELATED IN YOUR OWN
ANNALS, anp 18 preservep v YOUR ARCHIVES TO THIS DAY s 1f
the account of this extraordinary darkness had not been registered, Tertullian
would have exposed both himself to the charge of asserting o falsehood (which
charge was never brought against him), and also his religion to the ridicule of his
enemies, It is further particularly worthy of remark, that the darkness and earth-

uake at the crucifixion are both explicitly recognised and mentioned as FacTs by

ut acute adversary of Christianity, Celsus; who would not have made such an
admission, if he could have possibly denied them.8

In addition to the preceding observations, we may state that many
good and solid reasons may be assigned why profane writers have not
made mention of the darkness at the crucifixion, which, it is now ge-
nerally admitted, was confined to the land of Judsea. The most

! Nat. Queest. lib. vi, . 1. Op. tom, iv. pp. 309—312, edit. Bipont,

* Fiunt prodigiosi, et longiores solis defectus: qualis occiso dictatore Casare, et Anto-
ninno bello, totins pxne anui pallore continuo. ~Plin. Hist. Nat. lib, ii. c. 80. tom, i
P- 148, edit. Bipont. : . .

¥ See Lardner's Works, vol. vii. pp. 370—387. 8vo.; or vol. iv. Pp. 58—67. 4to,

¢ Tbid. ] 8 Tertullian, Apol. ¢, 21.

* See Origen contr. Celsum, lib. ii. § 55. p. 94.
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obvious is, that they might have no sufficient infb}'mation of lth i['l_lo
rovinces of the Roman empire were very extensive, and we find, in
r eral, that the attention of writers was chiefly confined to those
weiﬁch were nearest to the metropolis. The ancient historians a:nd
'ibioo'raphers are remarkably concise, and seldom stop to x.nentlc;ln
oceurrences, which, although they may have happened dtﬁlf}ng the
“times of which they write, have no relation whatevgr to their ms}m
_gubject. This was their general rule, and there is no }'easo? }(:r
‘which it should be violated merely to indulge the caprice of the
captious, or eatisfy the scruples of the petulant. There is f‘no ufx.ore
yenson in the nature of the thing itself why the testxm{])ny gh pro ar:g
writers should be called for to support the sacred than " e sa(icrut
ghould be called for to support the profane. ‘We may t exi1 rc;,l or
 the argument, and in our turn ask the historian, and those l;w 0 " ﬁve
circulated his false account of the progress of Christianity, 3 gw Vey
~ ean credit the accounts given by Paterculus, Pliny the e slr’J }a:,-
erius Maximus, and Seneca, when Matthew, Mark, Luke, anh ohn
take not the least notice of them? But let it be supposed that the
- Roman writers had received information of the fact in questlox‘l,lnz is
most probable that they would have considered it as a nafi':uxa hoclz-
_ currence, being accustomed to earthquakes and darkness \gr whole
. days together, in consequence of the eruptions of Mount (:1512111;:1.
Or, supposing that they had believed it to be u.prgterna,turl: 't}?r -
ness, would it have been consistent with their principles as hled. enz
to have mentioned it? They must plainly have foreseen }Y' at g:'lea‘
advantage would have been given to Christianity by it. Their re? fﬁs
would n?xtumlly have been led to inquire into the chargfster of the
extraordinary person, at whose death the laws of nature were 1“;-
fringed, and this inquiry, as it would have opened a more complete
view of the new dispensation, must have led to :chel_rl converélon.
Hence we collect a very satisfactory reason for their silence. up&
_posing that they knew the fact, and from motives of pohczh suppresse
it, their silence furnisléelas -.;ls strcang a proof of its truth as their express
testi uld possi ave done. )
’tes{}r;g]x;ytﬁg wth:Ie, weymay venture boldly to assert, tha; f<iav'en if
 this fact be destitute of support from profane writers, it is s;l deficiency
which may easily be dispensed with. We believe many tf ings upon
the evidence of one credible witness. But in the case before us, we'
ave Do less than three, whose knowledge of the fact was nevg:
denied, whose veracity is indisputable, and their mtegrltg not t:h '?-
impeached. So plainly are the characters of truth marke uponJd (:]11
writings, that every person of common discernment lixllust hsee izte,
and he who is not satisfied as to the certainty of wda{,) t gy r&a ate,
must give up all pretensions to a sound judgment, an be aban o
to the incurable obstinacy of his own forlorn ‘scepmcls‘m. Lillustrato
An example taken from English history. will confirm and tfh us i;ole
the preceding observations. No one in our days, vzho‘ba,s rea:th a; Wca.n-
history of the popish plot in Charles the Second’s time, v(xil y n
dour and attention, believes it. The mcoherence,. and every way
! Kett's Bampton Lectures, Notes and Authorities, pp. XX1V,—~—XXX1l,
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3nc‘redll)le circumstances of the whole deposition, together with the
infamous churacter.s of the witnesses, preclude an assent. Yot N
circumstance to this day unaccounted for —the murder of Sir Ed-
mundbury Godfrey — happened to give it an air of probability. Yet
he would be thought injudicious to the last degree, who should
thence be}ndme@ to favour the evidence of Titus Oates. The case
before us is opposite, indeed, but parallel. Christianity stands sup-
pf)rt(:d by evidences of the most unexceptionable nature; yet the
circumstance of Seneca’s and Pliny’s silence concerning the eclipse
or preternatural darkness (admit it only for argument’s sake) is un-
accountable. The evidence of the Gospel is, %owever, by no means
shaken, nor will be shaken, till it can be proved that we must be

able to account for every thing in an e i
| vent, before we & -
timony of the event itself, ° ’ (it the tes

In short, there is no history in the world more certai i i
table than that contained in the Christian Scripturesa Q}ﬁgg ?sld;':xbl-
ported by the concurring testimony, — not to say of 80 many melr)l
but of so many different nations, divided, indeed, among themselves
in other particulars, but all uniting to confirm the truth of the facts
related in the Gospels. And, therefore, even though the Christian
institution had perished with the apostles, and there were not in the
world at this day so much as one Christian, we should have the most
unquestionable evidence that the persons and actions, recorded in the

Gospels, and attested by the concurring voice of all nations, really -

existed in the country of Judma during the rei iberi
) e rei ‘
evangelists have assured us.! d gn of Liberius, as tho

§ 3. C’ollaterql Teestimonies to the Truth of the Facts recorded in the
Seriptures from Coins, Medals, and ancient Marbles,

There remains yet one more class of collatera imoni
credibility of the facts recorded in the Bible, wlﬁiﬁf‘t?sn gx;;else:: 1‘6111;<3
portant and decisive than the series of evidence of profane historians
given in the preceding pages. These testimonies are furnished b
ancient coins, medals, and inscriptions on marbles ; which have sur):
vived the wreck of time, and are extant to this day. These remains
of antiquity are allowed to be among the most important proofs of
ancient history in general ; and they afford satisfactory confirmation
of many particulars related in the Scriptures. The most remarkable
:é' adt:-ese we now proceed to submit to the consideration of the

1. The Mosaic NARRATIVE OF THE DELUGE

Is confirmed by a coin struck at Apames, i ia, i

s u ea, in Phrygia, in the reign of Philip the
elder. hOn the reverse of this medal is represented a kind of squmge chest fllég.ting
upl;m the waters: a man and woman are advancing out of it to dry land while two
other persons remain within. Above it flutters a dove, bearing ‘an olive branch,

' Edwards, on the Authority, &e. of Seri i ight’
Truth of the ’Goshcly pp. 305, Sg(’i 343, pinxe, vol. & pp. 400—420. MMkn-lEh“
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and another bird, possibly a raven, is perched upon ita roof. In one of the front
panels of the chest is the word NOE in ancient Greck characters.!

II. Various passages in the Old Testament are confirmed by the
guccessful researches of Dr. Young, Messrs. Salt, Champollion,
Coquerel, Rossellini, Sir Gardner Wilkinson, Botta, Layard, Col.
"Rawlinson, the Rev. Greorge Rawlinson, and other eminent scholars,
in deciphering the hitherto illegible hieroglyphics, which are still
extant on ancient Egyptian and Assyrian Monuments. To adduce
o few instances out of many which might be offered : —

1. Several ages before the time of Sesostris, the shepherd-kings invaded and con-
“quered almost the whole of Egypt, about the year 2080 before the Christian wera,
and in the time of the patriarch Abraham. The princes of the eighteenth dynasty
“(the Theban or Dinspolitan), whose chief was Thoutmosis L, the first sovereign
“after the shepherd-kings, evected the most ancient edifices of Thebes and Egypt.
Thoutmosis was adored as a god, under the name of Amenothph, because he had
* delivered Egypt from the shepherds ; the recollection of whose tyranny was odious
1o the Egyptians and to the kings of that dynasty, to which the Pharaoh, mentioned
in the lutter part of the book of Genesis, belongs. In Gen. xlvi. 84. Joseph tells
his brethren that Every shepherd is an abomination uito the Egyptians. This hatred
of theirs against shepherds is confirmed in & very singulor manner by a very ancient
mummy now at Paris, beneath the buskins of both whose feet is painted a shepherd,
bound with cords.? )
2, In the arrangements of the courts of the two first Pharaohs mentioned in the
~‘Bible—one of whom was contemporary with Abraham (Gen. xii. 156.) and the other
- with Joseph (Gen. xxxvii. 36.) —we may recognise the style and Egyptian cus-
~toms which were re-established after the expulsion of the she herd-lging.s. In
Exod. 1. 11. 14. mention is made of the vast structures, in the building of which the
Egyptians embittered the lives of the Isrnelites with hard bondage ; and it was pre-
cisely the sovereigns of that dynasty, who distinguished themselves by the erection
of gigantic monuments. The granite colamns and apartments of the palace at
Karnac, several temples in Nubia, the great sphinx of the pyramids, and the colossal
obelisk of St. John of Lateran, attest the power of Thoutmosis III., the Moeris of
the Greeks. Amenophis IL erected the colossal statue which attracted the super-
stitious curiosity of the Romans. Ramses (or Rameses) IL caused the superb
obelisks at Luxor to be erected. M. Champollion read the names of all these sove-~
reigns on the inscriptions of monuments. The Pharaoh, under whose reign Moses
was born, was Ramses IV, surnamed Mei-Amoun, that is, the Friend of Ammonj;
who left numerous edifices built Ly the children of Israel, whom he so cruelly
oppressed. He caused the vast palace of Medinet-Abou to be erected, as well as
the temple situated towards the southern gate of Karnae. The sarcophagus of this
monarch is preserved in the Louvre at Paris. The contemporar of Moses must
have swayed the Egyptian sceptre miore than forty years, since the Hebrew legis-
lator passed forty years at his court, and, a long time afterwards, it is said that the
king of Egypt died. Now, it appears from Manetho (as quoted by Josephus) 3 that
this identxc:E Ramses Mei-Amoun reigned sixty-six yenrs and two months.  Are
‘ot these unexpected agreements between sacred and profane history evident proofs
of truth? Who then has falsified the ancient lists of Egyptian dynasties, the lists
written on papyrus, and the ruins of Egypt, to make them agree so well with a few
~sentences uttered by a Christian named Stephen (Acts vii. 18, et seq.), and with
a few lines written by a Jew named Moses P4 Lastly, the Pharaoh, who witnessed

! Bryant's Analysis of Ancient Mythology, vol. iii. pp. 46, 47. 8vo. cdit. In the fifth
““volume, pp. 289—313. he has satisfactorily vindicated the genuineness of the Apamean
 medal, Seven or eight of these medals are known to be extant, the genuineness of which
is acknowledged by Eckhel, the most profound of all modern numismatologists. See his
Doctrna Nummorum Veteram, tom. iii. pp. 132, 140. Mr. Murray has given an en-
graving of this medal after a cast in the Royal Library at Paris. th of Revelation
demonstrated by an Appeal to existing Monuments, &c., p. 209,

2 Revue Protestante, Juillet, 1827, p. 12.

3 Josephus against Apion, book i ¢ 15. . )

*+ Tlevue Protestanute, Juillet, 1827, p. 14 Coquerel, Biographie Sacrée, tom, iii, p. 361.



