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A DISCOURSE upon the
Slave-Trade, &c.

TH E members of this refpecta-
ble Society, by whom I have been invited to
aeliver a difcourfe before them, at this their an-
nual meecting, on the Slave-Trade, and the con-
fequent flavery of the Africans—and all thofe whe
are prefent on this occafion, will not expe& that
any thing szew will be faid, on a fubjet which
has been fo much canvaffed of late, and :r:{y:ich
fo many have written, and fo fully expofed, un
ralleled unrighteoufnefs, inhumanity and cruelty,
and the odious and horrible attendants of it ; by
which great light has been thrown upon it, and
the attention of millions turned to it; and they
have been led to execrate iz, as a moft thocking,
outrageous violaticn of all the rights of man..—
And there are none, or very few, now, except
thofe whofe minds are blinded, and their hearts
hardened, by cuftom and their fuppofcd interett,
who do not condemn it, as coatricy to the true
arid beft intereft of fociety ; and therefore think
all lawful endeavours ought.to be exerted to fup-
prefs and abolifh it forever.

Bur as it is not eafy fully to explore this bu-
finefs, and comprehend it in all its length and
breadth, and realize all the evils included in i,
it is highly proper and important often to renew
our meditations upon it, and to take thofe methods

~hich are fuited to imprefs our minds, and the
minds
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rninds of others, more and more with the iniqui-
ty, of this prattice, viewed in every different lighr,
and n all the €vil tonfequences of it.

In this view, and to promote fuch 2 defign, the
attention, patience and candour of this refpectable
audience are afked to the following obfervations.
which fhall be introduced by fome of the laft
words of the besevolent REDEEMER OF MAN,
who cathe. not to deftroy men’s lives, but to fave—
which he fpake tc his difciples, when he was about
to leave the world, and afcend to heaven, record-
ed by the Evangelift Mark, 1€th chapter, and 14th
verfz, of his gofpel :

““ GO YE INTO ALL THE WORLD, AND PRFAC%
THE GOSPEL TO EVERY CREATURE.”

THis direétion and command is an expreffion cf
~the g eateft benevolence to man. When the Son
of God had become incarnate, and :aken upon him
the forin of a fervant, and was obedient unto
death, even the death of the crofs, 1n order to
make atonement for the fins of men, and bringin
everlafting righteoufnefs, that God might be juit,
and the juftifier of him that believeth in Jefus, and
had rifen from the dead, he ordered that this good
news fhould be publithed through the whole
world, and the offer of this falvation be made to
all mankind, of whatever nauon or complexion,
whether Jews or Gentiles; the more civilized or
barbarians, rich or poor, white or black : this
being the only remedy for loft man, fuited to re-
cover him from that ftate of darknefs, fin and mi-
fery, in which the world of mankind lay, and muft
perith forever, were it not for this falvation.—
<¢ Neitheris there falvation in any other ; for there
1s none other name under heaven given among
mer, whereby they can be faved.”

AND
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AND as this s an infinitely kind and benevolen:
injunétion, it points out and commands a duty, an
employment, which muft be moft -agreeable and
pleafing to every benevolent mind, whatever la-
bour and expence it may require. And they may
reafonably think themfclves highly favoured and
honoured, to whom ability and opportunity are
given to preach the gofpel, the unfearchable riches
of " hirift, to any of their fellow-men; or who are
under advantage to promote this def: ign, by any
exertion in their power.

As the gofpel affords the only relief for fallen
man, fo itis a fufficient and completz one, where
the fpirit of itis cerdially imbibed, and it is pro-
perlv improved for the purpofes which it is {uited
to premote. It raifes finners from the greateft
moral dcpravuv, guilt and mifery, to a ftate of
light, pardon and peace, and brings them finally
to the enjoyment of complete and endlefs fehicity.

THis inttituticn of heaven, when praperly at-
tended to, underftood, and cordially embraced,
turns men from darknefs to marvellous light.
If 1t Gnds them 1n a ftate of {avage ignorance
and barbarity, it civilizes them, and forms them to
be inteiligent and good members of fociety. It
fubdues the felfilbnels, pride and worldly-minded-
nels of men, and aii their mar~inate luits; and
¢« teaches them to deny ungedlinefs and wor]dly
lufls. and to live fobterly, righteoufly and godly
in this prefent world.” It raifes the mind to the
iight and contemplation of the meft fublime, 1m-
gortant and cnter'ainins_, objells, and manifefts
thofe truths; and gives that light, which are receiv-
ed with pleafing love and admiraticn ; which make
nentruly wife, and animate them to the praltice of
zvery perfonal. focial and religious dury. It forms

men
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= =n 3 uprightaefs, and the practice of righteouf-
seis ;3 to uatyerfal henecolence and goodncfs,
--aching them to love their neighbour as them-
-elves, and to do to other men as they wouid that
ochers fhould dounio them.  So far as it fpreads,

23d has infivence on the hearts and iives of men,

-t Dainfhes the manifeld evils under which man-
~xond have groaned in all ages, and introduces

peace, love and karmony, among men, and urites
them together into a happy {ociety, tn which every

oae puts on bowels of mercies, kindnefs, humble-
aefs of mied, meeknefs and long-fuffering, for-
bearing one another, and forgiving each other in
love : cach one ftudying and exerting himfc!f to
do good to 2ll men, according to his ability and
opportunity. At the {ame time, it forms men to
she moit fincere uniforn: and rational piety, in the
exercife of love to God and the Redeemer, and to
atll his friends and tervants; and they have joy
aad peace in believing, and ferving Jefus Chrift;

a0 therr hope of cternal lite in thc kingdom of

(Y'Y

ot is buileand fourifhes on the beft and moft

:ure foundation.

Turs command of Chrift, to preach the gofpel
o all the nations 1n the world, refpets not
only the Apoltles and difciples who then heard
mm fpeak, and the minifters of the gofpel in ge-
~eral, who have fince been, or are now, or fhall .bc
apnointed to that werk; but s extended to all
Chriflians in every age of the church, requiring
them in all proper wavs, according to their ability,
:tations and opportunities, to promote this bene-
voleat defign, and ¢xert themfeives for the fur-
rherance of the cofpel ; that, if poffible, all may
Pear, and fhare in the happy effeéts of it.  They

o are not callzd to be preachers of the gofpel,
may
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may in many ways affift thofe who are fent forth
to this work, and do much to forward the propa -
gation and fpreading of Chriftianity; not only
helping by their prayers, but by liberal contribu-
tions of their fubftance, ard by many other la-
bours and exertions., Iivery true difciple of
Chrift, who underftands the gofpel, and prizes it
above filver and gold, and whofe heart is expand-
ed with love to Chrift, and benevolence to his fel-
Jow-men, muft not only with ard pray that all
nations may enjoy the bleflings of it, and come to
the knowledge of this faving truth; but confiders
it as an unfpeakable privilege to be in any way,
and in the leaft degree, an inftrument of promot-
ing this defign, whatever labour and expence it
may require. And it is owing to the great and
inexcufable wickednefs of men, that the gofpel
did not foon fpread all over the world, after the
refurrection and afcenfion of Chnift, and was not
embraced by all men from that day down to this
time ; which wouid have prevented the many and
dreadful evils which have reigned in the world i
all this peridod, and introduced a glorious {cene,
and feries of happy events, which exceed our pre-
fent cenception.  Therefore it can be attribuced
to nozhing but the depravity of mankind, that the
command of the Saviour has not been obeyed, and
all men have not been made to fhare in the faving
bleflings of the gofpe! ; butthatit has been, and
ftill is, fo unfuccefsful in the world.

WouLp we know the nature and excellence ot
Chriftianity, and the happy tendency of it to pro-
mote the good of mankind, both temporal and
eternal, we muft not expe& to learn it from the
general appearance of it in what 1s called the

Chriftian part of the world, and the effe&t it now
has
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has on the greateft part of thofe who enjoy the light
of it. But we muft look into our Bibles, whereitis
properly and o the beft advaatage defcribed, and
all the dotrines and precepts which it contains arc
plainly written by the pen of infpiration. And
there we are taught the cffect it had on thofe who
cordially embraced the golpel in the days of the
Apoftles, and to what an excellent chara&er 1t
formed thofe who became true Chriftians. And
we are informed by credible hiftorians what a hap-
py effcct it had in the world, where it fpread and
was embraced for the firft two or three centuries af-
ter the afcenfion of Chrift, until the adminiftration
of it was perverted by wicked men, who, with ali
their worldlinefs and pride, creptinto the church,
and perverted Chnftianity in its very nature and
defign, both in doftrine and praftice, to accom-
. modate 1t to their fclfifhnefs and pride, and fo as
to an{wer their own worldly ends. And thzie have
Lecn numbers, who in =1l azes fince, in the midft
of the general apoftacy and corruption, have held
faft the form of found detrine contained indivine
revelation; and in their life and practice Rave
been the humble, harmlefs followers of Chrift,
in the mudit of a crooked and perverie generation,
among whom they have fhone as lights in the
world, exhibiting an amiable example of taith, pa-
tience, righteoulnefs and benevolence, of which ex-
ceilent charater, we trult, there 1sa number now
in the Chriftian world, and among us.

Amonc many other evil things which have pre-
vailed in this apollate world, are tyranny and
flavery, introduced and pratifed by the lufts, the
tcifithnels, pride and avarice of men; which have
been the fource of uafpeakable unhappinefs and

mifery. The gofpel is {uited to root thefe evils
out
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out of the world, and wholly abolith flavery; and
will have this effect where itis fully and faithfully
preached, and cordially received and obeved. For
where this takes place, no one will forfeit his li-
berty, and therefore muft have a rightto"it; and
no man will make a flave of another, were it ia
his power, who has not forfeited hs lbcrf) by
the fentence of proper judges; for in {& doing he
would act contrary to the precepts of Chn{hamty

THE following precept of our Lord and Sa-
viour, ¢ All things whatfoever ye would that men
fhould do unto you, do ye even fo t them,”
which isincluded 1n loving our neighbour as cur-
felves, will fet at liberty every flave who has no:
forfeited his freedom, or to whom ilavery can be
confidered as undefirable, and a calamity, whea-
ever it is properly regarded, and reduced 1 prac-
tice.

CHRISTIANITY being, in the nature and rend-
ency of it, and the particular precepts which 1t
contains, thus oppoled to {lavery, did gradually,
even 1n its moft corrupt {tate, root 1t out among
the nations in the Chriftian world, fo that it was
almoft if not wholly abolithed for fome centuries,
until it took place again, in a manner and degree
which was never Lnown before among any nation
or people, fince the world began, in the abomina-
ble Slave-Trade with the Africaas, and theic
confcquem {lavery. 'That this bufinefs, which 1s
fuch a grofs and open vielation not oaly of the ge-
nius and precepts of Chriftianity, but ot the rights
and feelings of humanity, Thould be undertahen *
and camcd on by nations who call themiclves
Chriftiane, and by individuals who bear that namne,
1s trubg altonifhing ! Te 1s 1impoffible fully to de-
feribe, or to have an adeguate conception of the

R CoLes
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=rimes which have been committed in this buile
nefs, or the evils whicn ndve zitended it, If a
man of obfervziion, difcernment and bumanity,
had attetded ¢his trade many ycars, and fpent the
cefidue of his lifc in the Weft-Indios, unde: the beft
advantage to fee the inhumanity and crmel:y, and
the various crimes which take olacein tl z rreate:

meav of tne uaves, and the inoumerabl, wiferies

which they fuffer, e would after ai° have Lut a
very partial idea and conception of the whole ; and
know but little, compared with all of this kind
which takes place. How low and faint, then, are
our conceptions of this enormows zvil! The
Great Omnipotent alone, who will bring every
work of man into judgment, with every fecret
thing, hasa full, clear and perfect knowledge of
the whole of this great 2vil.

SurFICE it now, ina few words, to fay, that by
this trade in the bodies 2nd fos!s of men, miliions
have been violenily torn from their native coun-
try, and from every thing dear to them ; i the ac-

_complithing of which, £ie and fword, war and
A« Mlation; and flanghter of numbers exceeding
“ouy reckoning, have taken-place through a vaft
extent of country ; and multitudes have been in-
duced o betray, fteal and fell their countrynren
and neighbours. Many thoufands of thefe, thus
taken from their country, and all the enjoyments
of life and liberty, and all their deareft connexions,
have died on board the fhips, in their paffage to
the Weft-Indies, or to other countries ; and the
reft have been fold like brute beafts into perpetual
lavery, with their pofterity after them; where the
moft of them are treated in a manner beyond de-
fcription inhumidn and cruel, by owners, mafters
and overfecrs, many, if not the moft of whom, are
hardened
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hardeued againft oM tiie felinys of humanity to-
wards their {laves, and are themfeives a nuifance
and burden to the earth, {0 that the Weft-India
iflands in general are becoine the greateft refem-
blance of the infernal regions tha: can be found
this world, S

In this general, but very fuperficial and feanty
view of the S'ave-'Trade, and the flavery con-
nefted with it. who can forbear pronouncing, that
‘tney who bave encouraged, proilc)cutcd or fuppatz-
ed this trajfic in their fellow-men, though fome ot
them may have done it in ignorance and unbelief,
have really been th= emiflaries of fatan, and agents
for him who d lights in the wickednefs and mifery
of mankind? And though they live in Chriftian
lands, and call themfelves Chriftians, and what-
ever plaufible pretences they may make, they have
all been really acing moft contrary to the nature
and precepts of Chriftianity, and doing the works
of thedevil : and nothing can be mcre difhonour-
able to the gofpel, and theauthor of it, than to at-
tempt to reconcil this pratice with Chriftianity.

Tais indeed has been attempted by fome ; and,
among other things, it has been pretended, :hat
this treatment of th- Af-i ans was righ: and com
mendable, as 1t w5 2 vray te :?xrigianizc e,
by bringing them from a heathen to a Chritian
land. Bur .z this cbedience to the command of the
Saviour, ** Go into all the world, ana prrach the
gofpeltoevery creature 2 Isitnotdireltly contrary
ro this command ¢ Does this dire¢t men to go into
heathen lands, and take men by force from their
swn country, and deitroy a great part of them, and
reduce the reft to the moft abjelt flavery, in order
to make Chriltians of them? Does it not rathet

command us to carry the gofpel to them; an!d (g
' aLe
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take all proper pain-, in the mote friendly manner,
to inftru and per{uade themn to eonbrace it, with-
out any force or compulfion, that they may be hap-
fy in their 2w Jand while they live, and be faved
rom f{in and mifery forever ? Do the dealers in
flaves make iy ausnpts to carry the gofpel to
Africa, and propagate it there ? Do they fay a word
10 their flaves about th¢ goipel, or do any thing
that tends to lead the:ni to embrace it? Has not
their whole condud, in their tr=zemens of 3
Africans, a direét and ftrong tendency to the won -
trary © The Slave-Trade, in the manner ir which
1t has becn carried on, tends to beget the ftrongelt
prejudices againft Chriflianity in the inhatitants
of the ralt continent cf Africa, and actually oas
dore it ia many nations ; and nothmg could have
hien done by tnofe who bear the name of Chrif-
tians more effe¢tually to prevent the int:uduction
of the gofpel into that part nf the world, and more
dire€tly to countera® e comraand of Cinift <0
preach the gofpe! to theri. .And hew do thofe
wh i brought from that country, and putinto a
{tate of flaveiy, and treated as the flaves general-
ly a:e in the Weft-Indies, naturally and unavoid-
ably look upon thefe dealers in flaves, who are call-
ed Chriftians 2 Isi. poflible they ihould look upon
them in abetter ligh{ than we do the {avages, not
to fay the inhabi:s:ts of the inferaal regions?
\Vhac then mutt they think of Chriftianity ? Is
this the way io per{uade them to be Chriftians?
VWhat could be done more to prevent it ? Many
millions of thefe poor creatures have doubtlefs
lived and died with the greateft averfion from
Chriftianity, and even the name of aChriftian, from
the treatment they have received from thofe who
have called themfelves Chriftians, And if any
have
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have embrace< the gofpel, and bezome real Chrif-
tians, in circumfltances terding fo ftrongly to pre-
judice againftyt, this muft be afcribed to the extra-
ordma'y, wonderful, 2 .Y iefs than miraculous
interpofition of divine povi, wrd grace; and no
thanEs are due to the &~ -'us ' flaves, whofe
whole condué has been counters&ed in thefe in-
ftances. And can it be believed, that thefe deal-
ers in flaves have carried on this unchriftian, in-
human and cruel bufinefs, with a view to chriftianize
thofe whomthey thosinjureand opprefs, or fromany
motives of benevolence or humanity ? This feems
impofiible. But if this were peffible, the tre-:-
m.ont cf thefe flaves demonftrates that no fuch mo-
- tives exift, while no proper methods are taken to
inftruct them in Chriftianity ; and in moft inftances
there has been notonly no care taken to inftrut
thern, but conftant care and exertions to prevert
11, added tothe prejudices againft Chriftianity which
have been mentioned. And there is no rea-
son to confider thofe many millions of flaves, who
have been made fo by this trade, as under any bet-
ter advantages for inftrution, or to become Chrif-
tiars, than 1f they had lived and died in their own
country, a few inftances only excepted. No! this
bufinefs has teen begun, and carried on, from that
fordid felfithnefs and avarice, which fortify men’s
hearts againft the truths and precepts of the gof-
pel, and will lead them to do the work of the evil
one, in order to get money, and promotec what
they confider to be their worldly intereft.

Hap all thofe who have had ahand in this anti-
chriftian bufinefs, by which fo many millions of
our fellow-men have been murdered, or treated
as brutes, orboth, been difpofed to take as much
rains, and be atas creat coft, to fend the gofpel

to
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es Af.ica, and inftruct and chriftianize the many
nations in that part of the world, asthey have
taken, and expended, to enflave and deftroy them,
and thus prejudice them againft Chriftianity, they
would probably have !:een the means of fpreading
the gofpel over that valt continent, of civilizing
thofe barbarous nations and of the falvation of
millions; and wuuld have prevented the deftruc-
tion and mifery of which tiev have been the oc-

calion and inftruments; ::.d would have hzd rhe

reward of fuch a benevolent work, and =fcaped
the guilt which now lies upon them, and the
awful confequence! |

THis obfervation opens 2 “ene to our view,
which is enough io overwhelm: the a‘ientive, pi-
ous mind, and muft therefcre be now only men-
tioned. A future judgment, an eternity to coine,
will unfold the whale, of which we can now have
but a tranfient glimpfe.

THis enormous iniquity, and wide-fpreading
evil, theSlave-Trade, with its confequences, which
has been carried or 4nd advanced to fuch a degree
for more than a century, by kings and their peo-
ple in the Chriftian world, is an evidence, among
inany others, and ferves to confirm the opinion,
that the fixth vial, mentioned in the fixteenth
chapter of the Revelation, has been running dur-
ing this time. It is there predited, that under
this vial three unclean fpirits, the {pirits of devils,
working miracles, or wonderful things, fhould go
forth to the whole world, to gather them together
¢c the battle of that great day of God Almighty.

THe work of thefe fpirits is to excite men,
efecially in the Chriftian world, to extraordinary
and wonderful degrees of wickednefs, by which
they uniic In arming themielves againft heaven,

and



¢ 15 )

and are prepared fo-the judgments which wili {oi-
low. Who can aitend to the Slave-Trade, in the
manner in which 12 bas been profecuted, withthe
extent and confequei:ces of it, and not be couvin-r3
that the hand and pciver of fatan has been 1t .
extraordinary degree crerted and manifefted in it,
ftirring men up to a kind and degree of wicked-
nefs and mifchief, which was not known before ?
AND fhall chis tThameiu! practice, this evil, which
) has'“: fuch dcep roet, and is - --ad fo far and
~ wide, never have as end ? Can op be put to
thofe wicked men, who are devouring their fel-~
low-men, who are more righteous than they?
Muft this grofs and open violation of the rights of
man, of the laws of God, and the benevolent re-
ligion of the Saviour, continue forever? Shall the
horrid fcene of unrighteoufnefs, violence, cruelty
and mifery, which has fo long taken place in the
Weft-Indies and Africa, never be abolifhed ?

THanks be to God! He has aflured us, that
all thefe works of the devil fhzll be deftroyed ;

and that the time is haftening on, when all the
people thall be righteous and benevolenr, and
there fhall be none to deftroy or hurt in ali the
earth. And what has taken place of late, gives
reafon of hope and confidence cthat this fore evil
will foon be made to ceafe. The attention of
thoufands and millions has been awakened, and
turned to this fubjet ; much has been written
upon it, and light and conviétion have had 2 ra-
pid and exteniive <irculation. X umerous focie-~
ties have been voluntarily formed, wholly to abo-
lith this evil; and there is reafri to conclude,
that chis light and conviion, ana chefe exertions,
will continue and increafe, till the Slave-Traders

fhall be utterly deftroyed,
Bvr
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BuTt why 1s this work {tili oppofed or neglefted
by any 2 Why are not the cries of the millicns of
Africans in bondage heard by all ? Why do they
make no mor~ impreflion on the public mind,
and roule all to feel for the wretchednels of fo
great 2 part of thei. fellow-men, and to exertions
for their relief ¢ Why is the Britith Parliament fo
flow to abolith the Slave-Trade, anu 2o more in-
fluenced by the evidence laid before them of the
cruelties and murders which attend this . Fic,
and of the moral and political evils producea by
1t; and by the repeated, earneft and powerful ap-
plications made to them ?

AnD asto fome of us Americans, what fthall we
fay? We have reafon to refleét with painful thame
upon the hand we have had in this iniquity; by
which fo many thoufands of our fellow-men, as
good by nature as we are, have been deltroyed,
or put into a ftate of the moft abject flavery, in
the Welt-Indies, or brought to this continent, and
1old like cattle, and in mnft ‘nftances treated asif
they were not men |

In the year 1774, when Britain appeared to
threaten a war with us, and difpofed to deny to us
fome part of the liberty which we claimed, and
we had a profpelt of entering into a bloody con-
teft in defence of our own rights, the Slave-Trade,
which had been practifed by us, appeared fo in-
confiffent with our contending f{or our own liber-
" ty, that aCongrefs, wh:ch then reprefented thefe
now United S:ates, made a folemn refolution, 1a
the name of all the people whom they reprefented,
in the following words : <« We will neither import
nor purchale any flaves imported, after the frlt
day of December next, after which time we wili
wholly d:ilcontinge the Slave-Trade ; and will[ nei-

tlict
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ther be concerned tait ourfelsos, nor will we hire
our veilels, or fell our comm()(.mcs or manufac
tures to thofe who are concerned init.”  Arnd all
the peaple appeared to acquielce in this 1ef0]qnon,
as reafonable, i mportant and neceflary, in or:ler to
a& a confiftent part, wh:le contending for their
own liberties, and to hzve any ground of hope 1n
the protedtion and fmiizs of a righteous Ged, and
fuccefsin the ftrugglc int. which we were sp:er-
ing.  With this rcfolutt 1 we entered the com-
bat; and God appeared 5 He on our fide, and
wrought wonders 1 our favour d;fappom{fd
thole who role up aganft us, and eftabhithed us a
free and indep: +.=nt nation.

Arter all this, could it have been expelted,
would it have been believed, if predicted, that fuch
a relolution, fo reafonable and important, on
which the hope of fucce!s was 1in a great meafure
grounded, and which w:s doubtlefs one mean of
it, fhoculd be fo fir forzotren and counteratted,

that a Convention, met to form a conilitution,
could not agree upon one, unlefs it did fecure the
continuance of the importation of {laves, for a
number of years at lealt 7 That the Congrefs of
the United States fhould {u long neglet to fup-
prels this trade, fo far asit s acl\nowlcdgcd they
have authority to do ir, through the oppofitior
made to fuch a meafure bv a {mall minority ?
That notwithttanding laws have becen made, by a

number of thefe States, prohibiting this trade in
human fleth, itis yet caitied on openly (horrefco
seferens ) efpecially in this Swate, and verthe law be
eluled, and cannot be exccuted ? That there are
Lundreds of thoulands of flaves in thele Stares, and
no efeétual meatures are taken, where thc nuik

of chem are, to give them a proper education, and
EMmancipate



ernancipate them, as foon as it mz» He done con-
ﬁtk ‘nt with their bet good, and that of the puse
L 2

Whaey all this is taken into view by the truly
pious, who fear God, and believe his werd, 1s1cto
be wondered at, that their 8efh trembleth for fea:
of the righreous judgments of God ? Are they to
be condemued as fuperftitious enthufiaits 7 Have
we not all reaton to fear that the vengeance of hea-
ven will fall upon us, as a people, in ways per-
Lhaps which are not now thought of, unlefs we
repent and reform ?

But may we not hope for better things ? That
this evil pratice will be better invefligated, and
foon utierly fuppreffed ? That benevolence and
compafiion toward the miferable Africans will be
fo fen ib}v, and with fuch ftrength, exercifed to-
wards tiaery, by tae people in general, that all pre-
per mealvres will be taken to make them a free and
happy people ¢ A ud it be neceflury, in order to
thic, thae rhey fhould return to Africa, the conti-
rient which feems to be beflt fuiicd to their conili-
tution, may we not with and hoape that fuch a de-
fire to compenlate them, as far as we mav, for the
imuries we have done them, and {uch a {pirit of
benevolence will be excited, that we fhall with
cheerfulne’s contribuie every thing neceilary to
aniwer this end ?

Wemav hope, that all thic darik and dreadful
feenewill no enly have an end, but 1s defigned
by the Mofl Hizl ro be the mean of introducing
the gofpe! among the natiens n Africa: that
thole who have ernbraced the gofpel, winle among
us, with all who have been or may be in {fome
eond meaiure civibzed and int"truftcd, will, by
our aflillance, recurn to Africa, and ipread the hohg

of
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of the oofpel in that now darl: part of the world ;
and propagate thofe arts, and that {cience, which
fhall recover them from that ignorance and bar-
barity which now~ preval, to be a civilized,

C:m‘.han ai«l bapp; peopi, making as great im-
provement ia all ui=ful knowledge, and in the
practice of righteoufnefs, benevolence and piety,
as has yet been done by any people cn earth, and
much greater. 7T iu:cil this paft and prcfcnt evil
which the Africans have fuffered by the Slave-
Trade, and thie flavery to which fo many cf them
have been recuced, may be the occafion of an over-
balancing good: and i1t may hereafier oppear, as
it has in the cafe of Joleph beingiolda ﬁuve in-
to Lavpt, and the 0,};‘%’;1 on and flav ery of the
Ifraclites by the Exypuars, thar thougaJdie Slave-
Traders have really meant and done that which is
evil, yet God has defigned it all for good, th
cood of which all this cvil thall be the occa~
hon.

OuvsuT not this profpe& to azimate us carnditly
to pray for fuch an happy event, and to exert our-
felves to the utmoft to promote it? Can we be in-
different and negligent 1n this matter, withour
flighting and difobeying the command of Chiifl,
to go into all the world, and preach the cofpel (o
every creature 7 And w:ll not fuch an attempt to
fend the golptl to Africa, being willing to fpare
no expence or labour thus to fpread the knowledge
of the Saviour among the nations there, be a pro-
per exprefiion of ourlove and regard to this bene
volent, important injunction ?

To thisend, let us be firm, wife and altive, in
purfuing every proper meafure to abolith the
Slave-Trade, and put an end to the {lavery of
the Africans, which 1s fo contrary to the gofpt‘l

aint
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&nd has oppofed and is now a hindrance to the
propagation of it in Africa, and is fo irjurious to
the fpiritual and temporal inzerceft of all who have
any connexion with it.

May none of this refpe&able Society, from felf-
ifh and finilter views, or frem fear of man, or par-
tial favour and affection to any, or from indolence
and negle(t, act a partinconfiltent with the bene-
volent dcfign of it, or unworthy of a member of
it: but may every one, with the utmoft care, cir-
cumfpeltion, fidelity and fortitude, a&t a con..t-
ent part, and perfevere ia conftant endeavours to
promote the mmportant ead of this inftitution,
whatever may be the oppofition from ignorant, :a-
gerelled ten; knowing that he is engaged 1n the
caufe of God and human nature.

L.eT us confult and determine what we may do
3n favour of the blacks among us, elpecially thole
~ whoare free; in prote&tirg thera from oppreflion
and injurics ; by encourazing and affitting them
tu 1aduflry, and a prudent management of their
~warldly affairs ; attempting to reform the vicious,
to inftru&t the ignorant, and promete morality,
virtue and religion, among them; and provid-
ing for the education of their children in ufeful
Jearning, that they may beraifed to an acknow-
Jedged equality with the white people ; and fome
of them, of the moft promifing abilities and piety,
be fitted to preach the gofpel to their brethren in
Africa; and that numbers may be the better pre-
pared to move to that region, and fettle there, and
fet an example of induftry and wifdom in cultivat-
ing theland of that fertile country ; andof the prac-
tice of Chriftianity ; which will have the beft ten-
dency to civilize thofe now barbarous nations, tg

fpread
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fpread the light of the gofpel among them, and
perfuade them to be Chniftians.

Is there not good reafon to Helicve, that if this
nation, the inhabitants in the Uiiited States of
Amcrica, both high and low, :ulers and raled,
had a proper view and fenfe of the unrighteouf-
nefs of the Slave-Trade, and the flavery of the
Africans, and of the fore calamitv 2ad mifery of
millions of our fellow-men in A7 &, the Weft-
Indies, an « » this continent, as 5 =ffet of this
iniquiy, s oy a flop would be i - to this trade,
and «: e 2 ves among us be fe vee as faft a3
poffitie, . fuch ftrong compaflion would be
excited towards thefe injured, miferable men, and
defire and zeai to make all poflible compenfation
to them, and reader them happy, that no exertions
or expence weuid be thought too much, which
would be required to tranfport thole to Africa who
fhould be difgofed to go and fettle there ; and to
furnifh them with every thing neceflary and con-
venient for their being fettled there, 1n the beft
circumftances fuited to promote their temporal
and eternal happinefs, and of the nations on that
vaft continent ? How happy, if we, as a people
and nation, fhould cheerfully unite in this, from
motives of juftice and benevolence, and a defire
that the gofpel may be preached to every creature !
How unhappy, if we fhould be forced to part with
the flaves in thefe States, and fend them away,
from the motives of fear and diftrefs, which in-
duced the Egyptians o part with their deareft trea-
fures, 1n order to thruft outand iend the liraelites
from them, whom they had injured and abufedi
It is very poflible that one of thefe may take

lace,
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Ir the foermer, and we fLould cheerfully agree t:
Co this injured people all the juftice, and fhew
them all the kindnefs in cur power, we fhould
not only take the moft probable methed to avert
the divine judgments, and obtain the fmiles of
heaven, and take, perhaps, the beft mewned in our
reach to promote the propagation of the gofpel ;
but we, efpecially fome of the fouthern Srartes in
the Union, would be delivered from the fin and ca-
famity of the flavery which now takes place, which
15 a great moral and political evil, however infenfi-
ble they may now be of it. And fuch a fettlement
1n Africa, properly condufted and fupported,
might be greaily beneficial to the commercial
iterelt both of this nation and of thofe in Africa;
and in the end produce a temporal good and prof-
perity, which might, as far as is now practicable,
atone for the evils of the Siave-Trade and flavee
ry.

! BuT, be this as it may, we may be affured that
we are engaged ina caulc which will finallv prof-
per. The Slave-Trade, and all flavery, fhall be
totally abolifhed, and the gofpel fhall be preached
to all nations ; good fhall be brought out of all the
evil which takes place, and all men fhall be united
into one family and kingdom under Chrift the
Savicur, and the meek fhall inherit the earth, and
delight themfelves in the abundance of peace.
In the profpet of this, we may rejoice in the
mid{ of the darknefsand evils which now {urround
us; and think ourfelves happy, if we may be, in any
way, the aive inftruments of haftening an this dg-

firable predited event, A M E N.




APPENDIX

TH E propofal of affifting the
blacks arong us to go and make a fettlement in
Africa, whicli has been mentioned in the preced-
1:g difcourfe, I have thought to be of fuch im=
portarce, as to require a more particular explana-
tion to be iaid before the public, with the reafons
for it, for their confideration : hoping that, if it be
generally approved, it wiil excite thofe united
generous exertions which are neceflary, in order
to effettit,

THERE are a confiderable number of free blacks
in New-England, and in other parts of the Urited
States, fome of whom are induftrious, and of a
good moral charalter; and fome of them appear
to be tri;ly picus, who are defirous to remove to
Africa, and fettle there. They whoare religious,

would be glad to unite as Chriftian brethren, and
move to Africa, having one inftrultor, or more,
and cultiv te the land which they may obtain there,
and maintain the practice of Chriftianity in the
fight of their now heathen brethren; and endea-
vour to inltru&t and civilize them, and fpread the
krowledge of the gofpel among them. |

in order to efict this in the beft manner, a vef-
fel muft be procured, and proper failo:s provided,
to go to Africa, with a number of perfons, both
white and black, perhaps, who fhall be thougkhe
equal to the bulinefs, to fearch that country, and
find a place where afettleinent may be made with
the confent of the inhabitants there; the land bes

ing
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ing given by them, or purchafed cf them, and fo
as belt to anlwer the ends propofed. If fuch a
plice can be fonnd, as no doubt it may, they muft
return, and tie blacks muft be colle€ted who are
willing to go and fettle there, and form themfelves
1nto a civil {fociety, by agreeing in a coniticution,
and a code of laws, by which they will be regu-
lated.

Anp they muft be furnithed with every thing
neceflary and proper to tranfport and fettle them
there, in a fafe and comfortable manner; with
thipping and provifions, till they can procure them
in Africa, by their ownlabour; and with inftru-
ments and uteafils neceflary to cultivate the land,
build houfes, &c. and have all the protection and
afliftance they will need, while fettling, and when
fettled there. And, if neceffary, a number of
white people muft go with them; one or more to
feperintend their affairs, and others to furvey and
lay ourt their lands—build mills and houles, &c.

But thefe muft not think of fettling there for life;
2nd the blacks are to be left to theinfe'ves, when

they fhall be able to conduét their own affairs, and
need no farther affitance; and be left a free, inde-
pendent people.

Turs appears to be the beft and only plan to
put the blacks among us in the moflt agreeable
firuation for themfclves, and to render them moft
ufeful to their brethren in Alfrica, by civilizing
them, and teaching them how to cuitivate their
lands, and fpreading the knowledge of the Chrii-
tian religion among them.  The whites are fo ha-
bituated, by education and cuftom, to look upon
and treat the blacksas an inferior clafs of beings,
and they are funk {o low by their fituation, and

the treatment they receive from us, that they ne-
yer
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ver can be raifed to an equality with the whites,
and enjoy all the liberty and rights to which they
have a juft claim; or have ail the encouragements
and motives to make improvenients of every kind,
which are defirable. But if they were removed
to Africa, this evil would ceafe, and they wouid
enjoy all defirable equality and liberty, andlive in
a climate which is peculiarly fuited to their con-
fticution. And they would be under advantages
to fet an cxamplc of induftry, and the beft man-
ner of cultivating the land, of civil life, of morali-
ty and religion, which would tend to gain the at-
tention of the inhabitants of that coun itry, and
perfuade them to receive inftruction, and embrac
the gofpet.

Tuese United States are able tc be at the ex-
pence of profecuting fuch a plan, of which thefe
hints are fome of the outlines. And is not this
the bel® way that can be taken to compenfate

the blacks, both in America and Africa, for thein-
juries they have received by the Slave-Trade and

flavery, and that which righteoufnefs and benevo-
lence muft dittate? And even felfithnefs will be
pleafed with fuch a plan as this, and excite to exer-
ticns to carry it into effect, when the advantazes of
itto the publicand to individuals are well confider-
ed and realized. This wiil gradually draw off all
the blacks in New-England, and even in the mid-
dle and fouthern States, as faft as they can be fet
free, by which this nation will be delivered from
that which, in the view of every diicerning man,
is a great calamity, and inconfitent e 2‘1 th' rood

of fociety ; and is now really a greatiniury o moll
of the white nhabitants, clpf:c RAMIRE z"‘;:: fouls.
ern States,
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.AND by the increafe and Sourifhing of fuch a
plantation of free people in Africa, where all the
tropical fruits and prodwitions, and the articles
which we fetch from the Weft-Indies, may be
raifed in great abundance, by proper cultivation,
and many othe¢» ui:ful things procured, a com-
merce may take place, and be maintained, between
thofe fettlements and the United States of Ameri-
ca, which will be of very grzat and increafing ad-
vantage to both.

AnD this wiil have the greateft tendency wholly
to abol.fh the abominable trade in human fieth, and
will certainly effect it, 1if all other attempts prove
unfuccelsful.

TraaTt fuch a plan is prafticable, is evident
from the experiment which has lately been made in
forming a fetddement of blacks at Sierra-Leona.
Above a thouland blacks were tran{ported from
Nova-Scouato that place laft year, who, by the

afliitance of a Imall number of whites, and fup-
plies from Lngland, have fornied arown and plant-

ation, which by the lateft accounts is now in a
flourifhing condition, theinhabitants hivingin peace
and amity with the neighbouring nations, and with
a promifing profpeét of being a great advantage to
them, by teaching them to culuvate their lands, and
civilizing them, and fhewing them the advantages
of peace and of induftry, and trade in the produc-
tions of their country, and fpreading the know-
* Tedee of Chriftianity among them.  This will gra-
duzlly putanendto the Slave-Trade and to flavery
in that part of the continent.  And from this fet-
tlement there 1s a rat'onal profpect of a commerce,
1in the produltions of that climate, with Briain,
which will be fo profitable as more than to com-
penfate

-
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'\enfate the latter for all the expence of forming
3 carrying it on, and will be greatly advamagc-
vus to both nations.

THere is reafon to believe that a fettlement may
be made by the biacks now in the United States in
fome part of Africa, either on the river Sierra- Leo-
na, or in {fome other place, which will be as advag-
tageous to thofe who fhall fettle there, and to the
adjacent nations, asthis which has been mention-
ed, and with much lefs ¢xpence; and which will
be a greater benefit to this nation, than that may
be to Bricain.

ARrithere not, then, motives fufficient to induce
the Legiflature of this nation to enter upon and
profecute this defign, to form a plan, and execute
1t, as wifdom thall dire@ ? And is there not rea-
fon to thirk that it would meet with 'general ap-
probation ¢ But if th's cannot be, may not this be

effected by the focieties in thefe States, who are

formed with a defign to promote the beft good of
the Africans? Would not this be an{wering the
end of their mﬂxtutlon, in the beft way that can be
devifed, and in imitation of that which has been
formed in Great-Britzin, for the fame purpofe ?

Is there not reafon to believe, that, if fuch a
plan was well digelted, and properly laid before
the public, and urged, with the reafens which of-
fer, and a company or committee formed to con-
du& the affair, there mizht bea fum colle&ed fuf-
fictent to carry it into effect ?

Tne General Court in the Commonwealth of
Maffachufetts did fome time ago make a relolve
to the following purpole, that when a place can be
found in Africa where tae blacks in that Srate may
fettle to their 2dvantage, they \\ould farnith them

with
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with thipping and provifions fufficient to tran{port
them there, and with arms fufficient to defend
them, and farming utenfils fufficient to cultivate
their lands. If all the States in the Union, or
moft of them, would take the fame meafure, fuch a
defign might be foon and eafily carried into exe-
cution. Nothing appears to be wanting but a
proper, molt reafonable =zea/, in fo good a

caufe,
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