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Tue RIGHTS or COLONIES
EXAMINED.

Mid the low murmurs of fubmiffive fear
And mingled rage, my Hambden rais’d bis voice,

And to the laws appeal’d ;

THoMPsoN’s Liberty.

XWAXKLSKIBERTY is the greateft blefling that
kﬂﬁ men enjoy, and flavery the heavieft curfe that
- ¥ human nature is capable of.—This being fo,
makes it a matter of the utmoft importance

P
ﬁ}p&z to men, which of the two fhall be their portion.
Abfolute Liberty is, perhaps, incompatible

with any kind of government.—The {afety refulting from
fociety, and the advanrage of juft and equal laws, hath
caufed men to forego {omne part of their natural liberty, and
fubmit to government. This appears to be the moft ratio-
nal account of it’s beginning ; although, it muft be con-
fefled, mankind have by ne means been agreed about it :
Some have found it’s origin in the divine appointment:
Others have thought it took it’s rife from power : Enthu-

fiafts have dreamed that dominion was founded in grace.
| Leeaving
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Leaving thefe points to -be fettled by the defcendants of
Fitmer, -Cromwell, and Fenner, . we will confider the Britifh
-conftitution, as it at prefent {tands, on_revolution principles ;
and from thence endeavour to find the meafure of the

magiftrate’s power, and the people’s obedience.

‘T'ais glorious conftitution, the beft that ever exifted
among men, wil be confefled by all, to be founded by com-
pa&t, and eftablithed by confent of the people. By this moft
beneficent compact, Britiy/b fubjelts are to be governed only
agreeable to laws to which themfelves have fome way con-
fented, and are not to be compelled to part with their pro-
perty, but as it is called for by the authority of fuch laws:
The former 1s truly liberty ; the latter is really to be pofifeffed
of property, and to have fomething that may be called one’s
own.

O~ the contrary, thofe who are governed at the will of
another, or of others, and whofe property may be taken from
them by taxes, or-otherwife, without their own confent, and
againft their will, are in the miferable condition of flaves :
 For liberty folely confifts in an independancy upon the will
¢ of another; and by the name of flave, we underftand a
“ man who can neither difpofe of his perfon or gooas,
¢¢ but enjoys all at the will of his mafter;” fays Sidney on
government. Thefe things premifed; whether the Britifb
American colonies on the continent, are juftly intituled to like
privileges and freedom as their fellow-fubjeéts in Great-Bri-
tain .are, fhall be the chief point examined. In difcufling
this queftion, we fhall make the colonies in New- England,
with whofe rights we are beft acquainted, the rule of our
reafoning ; not in the leaft doubting but all the others are”

jultly intituled to like rights with them. .
- New-Enaranp was firft planted by adventurers, who left

England, their native country, by permiffion of King CHARLES
the firft; and, at their own expence, tranfported themfelves

$0 America, with great rifque and difficulty fettled among
| | favages,
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favages; and in a. very furprifing manner formed new colo-
nies in the wildernefs. Before their departure, the terms of
their freedom, and the relation they fhould ftand in to the
mother country, in their emigrant f{tate, were fully fel;tled

they were ta remain fubjeét to the. ch:r and. dependant on
the kingdoni of Great-Britain. In return, théy wére to re-
ceive pmte&lon and enjoy all the rights and privileges of

free-born Eunglifbmen.
Tuis s abundantly proved by the charter given to the

Mzffachufetts colony, while they were ftill in England, and
which they received and brought over with them, as the
authentic evidence . of the conditions they removed upon.
The colonies of Connefticut and Rbede-Ifland alfo, afterwards
obtained charters from the crown, granting them the like
ample privileges. By all thefe charters, 1t 1s in the moft
exprefs and {olemn manner granted, that thefe adventurers,
and their children after them forever, fhould have and enjoy
all the freedom and liberty that the fubjets in England enjoy :

That they might make laws for their own government, {ui-
table to their c1rcumﬁances not repucrnant to, but as near
as might be, agreeable to the laws of England : That they
might purchafe lands, acquire goods, and ufe trade for
thcu' advantage, and have an abfolute property in whatever
they juftly acquired. Thefe, with many other gracious pri-
vileges, were granted them by feveral kings ;- and they were
to pay as an acknowledcrement to the crown, only one fifth
part of the ore of crold and filver, that thould at any time
be found in the faid colonies, in lieu of, and full fatisfaction

for, all dues and demands of the crown and kingdom of

England upon them.
TnerE 1s not any thing new or extraordinary in thefe

rights granted to the Brizifh ‘colonies :—The colonies from. all
countries, at all times, have enjoyed equal freedom with
the mother ftate. Indeed, there would be found very few

peoplc, in the world, wxlhncr to_leave their native country,
and
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and ‘go through the fatigue and hardfthip of' planting in a
new uncultivated one, for the fake of lofing their freedom.
They who fettle new countries muft be poor ; and, in courfe,
oucht to be free. Advantages, pecuniary or agreeable, are
not on the fide of emigrants, and f{urely they muft have

fomething in their ftead. B,
To illuftrate this, permit us to examine what hath gene-

rally been the condition of colonies with refpeét to their
freedom ; .we will begin with thofe who went out from™ the
ancient common-wealths of Greece, which are the firft, per-
haps, we have any good account of. T hucidides, that grave
and judicious hiftorian, fays of one of them, ¢ they were
““ not fent out to be flaves, but to be the equals of thofe
““ who remain behind ;” and again, the Corinthians gave
public notice, ¢ that a new colony was going to Epidamnus,
¢ into which all that would enter, fhould have equal and
¢ like privileges with thofe who ftaid at home.” This was
uniformly the condition of all the Grecian colonies ; they
went out and fettled new countries ; they took fuch forms
of government as themfelves chofe, though it generally
nearly refembled that of the mother ftate, whether demo-
cratical or oligarchical. ’Tis true, they were fond to acknow-
ledge their original, and always confeflfed themfelves under
obligation to pay a kind of honorary refpe&t to, and fhew a
filial dependance on, the common-wealth from whence they
fprung. Thucidides again tells us, that the Corinthians com-
plained of the Coreyreans, ¢ from whom, thovigh a colony of
‘¢ their own, they had received fome contemptuous treat-
““ ment : for they neither payed them the ufual honor on
< their public folemnities, nor began with a Corinthian in the
¢ diftribution of the {acrifices, which 1s always done by
““ other colonies.” From hence it is plain what kind of
dependance the Greek -colonles were under, and what fort

of acknowledgment they owed to the mother ftate.

Ir
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- Ir we pafs from the Grecian to the Roman colonies, we
fhall find them not_ lefs free : But this difference may be-
.obferved between them, that the Roman colonies did not,
like the Grecian, become feparate {tates, governed by different
laws, but always remained a part of the mother ftate ; and
all that were free of the colonies, were allo free of Rome,
and had right to an equal fuffrage 1n making all laws, and
appointing all officers for the government of the whole
common-wealth.  For the truth of this, we have the tefti-
mony of St. Paul, who though born at Tarfus, yet aflfures
us he was born free of Rome. And Grotius gives us the
opinion of a” Roman king, concerning the freedom of colo-
nies : King Zullius fays, ** for our part, we look upon it to
““ be neither truth nor juftice, that mother cities ought of
““ neceflity and by the law of nature, to rule over their
‘“ colonies.” ,_

WueN we come down to the latter ages of the world, and
confider the colonies planted in the three laft centuries, in
Ampgica, from {feveral kipgdoms in Hurope, we fhall find
them, fays Puffendorf, verv different from the ancient colo-
nies, and gives us an. inftance in thofe of the Spawiards.
Although it be confefled thefe fall greatly fhort of enjoy-
ing equal freedom with the ancient Greek and Roman ones ;
yet it will be faid truly, they enjoy equal freedom with their
countrymen in Spaiz ; but as they are all under the govern-
- ment of an abfolute monarch, they have no reafon to com-
plain that one enjoys the liberty the other is deprived of.
The French colonies will be found nearly in the fame condi-
tion, and for the fame reafon, becaufe their fellow-fubjects
in France have alfo loft their liberty. And the queftion here
1s not whether all colonies, as compared one with another,
enjoy cqual liberty, but whether all enjoy as much free-
dom as the inhabitants of  the mother ftatey and this will
hardly be denied in the cafe of the Spanifb, Fremeh, or other
modern foreign colonies.

- By
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“ "By this it fully: appeafs, that -colonies in general, both
“ancient and modern, have always enjoyed as inuch ' freedom
as the mother ftate from which they went out: And will
any one fuppofe the Briti/b colonies in America, are an excep-
tion to this general rule ? Colonies that came out from a
kingdom renowned for liberty ; from a conftitution founded
on compact; from a people, of all the fons: of men, the
moft tenacious of freedom ; who'left the delights of their
native country, parted from their homes, and all their "con-
veniencies, fearched out and fubdued a foreign country with
the moft amazing travail and fortitude, to the infinite advan- -
tage and emolument of the mother ftate; that removed on
a firm reliance of a folemn compaét, and royal promife and
grant, that they, and their fucéeflors forever, thould be free ;
thould be partakers™ and fharers in all the privileges and ad-
vantages of the then Englifh, now Britifb conftitution.

IF it were poffible a doubt could 'yet rempain, in the moft <
unbelieving mind, that thefe Britifb colonies are not every
way juftly and fully intituled to equal lhiberty and freedom
with their fellow-fubjets in Europe, -we might thew, that the
parliament of Great-Britain, have always: underftood their
rights in the fame hight, |
" By an alt paffed in the thirteenth year of the reign
of his late majefty King Grorce the fecond, intituled
an act for naturalizing foreign proteftants, {F¢. and by ano-
ther alt, pafied 1n the twentieth year of the fame reign,
for ‘nearly the fame purpofes, by both which it is enatted
and ordained, ¢ that all foreign proteftants, who had in-
¢ habited, and refided for the f{pace of feven years, or
“ more, in any of his-majefty’s colonies in America,” might,
on the conditions therein-mentioned, be naturalized, and
thereupon fhould ¢ be deemed, adjudged and taken to be
“ his majefly’s natural born fubjeéts of the kingdom of
““ Great-Britain, to all  intents, conftrultions, and purpofes,

¢ asif they, and every one of them, had been, or were born
] ¢ within
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¢ within the fame.” . No reafonable man will here fuppofe
‘the parliament intended by thefe ats to put foreigners, who
had been in the colonies only feven years, in a better condi-
tion than thofe who had been born in them, or had removed
from Britain thither; but only to put thefe foreigners on an
equality with them ; and to do this, they are obliged to give
them all the rights of natural born fubjelts of Great-Britain,

From what hath been fhewn, 1t will appear beyond a
doubt, that the Britifb {fubjeéts in America, have equal rights
with™ thole in Britain 3 that they do not hold thofe rights
as a privilege granted them, nor enjoy them as a grace and
favor beltowed ; but pofifefs them as an inherent indefea-
{ible right ; as they, and their anceltors, were free-born fub-
jects, juftly and naturally intituled to all the rights and
advantages of the Britifb conftitution.

Anp the Britifh legiflative and executive powers have
confidered the colonies as poflefled of thefe rights, and have
always heretofore, in the moft tender and parental manner,
treated them as their dependant, though free, condition
required. The protection promifed on the part of the crown,
with chearfulnefs and great gratitude we acknowlege, hath
at all times been given to the colonies. Thedependance of
the colonies to Great-Britain hath been fully teftified by a
conftant and ready obedience to all the commands of his
prefent Majefty, and his royal predeceffors ; both men and
money having been raifed in them at all times when called
for, with as much alacrity and 1n as large proportions as hath
been done in Great-Britain, the ability of each confidered.
It mufl alfo be confeflfed with thankfulnefs, that the firft .
adventurers and their fucceffors, for one hundred and thirty
years, have fully enjoyed all the freedoms and immunities
promifed on their firft removal from England.—But here the
icene feems tobe unhappily changing :—The Britifb miniftry,
whetherinduced by a jealoufy of the colonies, by falfe in-

formations, or by fome alteration in the fyftem of political
B government,
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"go'vemmcnt, we have no information ;3 whatever hath been
the motive, this we are fure of, the parhament ir their laft
fefion, paflfed an act, lhmitting, reftnéing, and burdening
the trade of theje colonies, much more than had ever been
done before ; as alfo for greatly enlarging the power and
juri{diltion of the courts of admiralty in the colonies ; and
alfo came ro a refolution, that it might be neceflary to efta-

iifh {tamp duties, and other internal taxes, to be colleéted
‘within them. This a& and this refolution have caufed great
unealinefs and confternation among the 'Briti/h fubjeéts on
the continent of America : how much reafon there is for ir,
we will endeavour, in the moft modeft and plain manner we

can, to lay before our readers. |
In the firft place, let it be confidered, that although

each of the colonies hath a legiflature within idelf, to take
care of it’s interefts, and provide for it’s peace and internal
government, yet there are many things of a more general
nature, quite out of the reach of thefe particular legiflatures,
which it is neceflary thould be regulated, ordered and go-
verned. One of this kind is, the commerce of the whole
Britifb empire, taken colletively, and that of each kingdom
and colony in it, as it makes a part of that whole : Indeed,
-every thing that concerns the proper intereft and fit govern-
ment of the whole common-wealth, of keeping the peace,
and {fubordination of all the parts towards the whole, and one
among another, muft be confidered in this light :: Amongft
- thefe general concerns, perhaps, money and paper credit,
thofe grand inftruments of all commerce, will be found alfo
- to have a place. Thefe, with all other matters of a general
nature, it is abfolutely neceffary thould have a general power
to direct them ; fome fupreme and over-ruling. authority,
with power to make. laws, and form regulations feor the
good of all, and to compel their execution and obfervation.
It being neceffary fome fuch general power fhould exift

fomewhere, every man of the leaft knowledge of the Brisifb
| conftitution,
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conftitution, will be naturally led to look for, and find it in
the parliament of Great-Britain ; that grand and auguft
legiflative body, muft from the nature of their authority,
and the neceflity of the thing, be juftly vefted with this
power. Hence, it becomes the indefpenfable duty of every
good and loyal {ubject, chearfully to obey and patiently fub-
mit to all the adts, laws, orders and regulations that may
be made and paffed by parliament, for dire€ting and go-
verning all thefe general matrers.

- Here it may be urged by many, and indeed, with great
appearance of reafon, that the equity, juftice, and benefi-
cence of the Britifh conftitution, will require, that the fepa-
rate kingdoms and diftant colonies, who are to obey and be
governed by thefe general laws and regulations, ought to be
reprefented, fome way or other, in parliament; atleaft whilft
thefe general matters are under confideration, Whether
the colonies will ever be admitted to have reprefentatives
in parliament,—whether it be confiftent with their diftant and
dependant ftate,—and whether if it were admitted, it would
be to their advantage,—are queftions we will pafs by ; and
obferve, that thefe colonies ought in juftice, and for the
very evident good of the whole common-wealth, to have
notice of every new mealfure about to be purfued, and new
alt that is about to be pafied, by which their rights, liberties,
or interefts will be affected : They ought to have fuch
notice, that they may appear and be heard by their agents,
by council, or written reprefentation, or by {fome other equi-
table and effeftual way.

THE colonies are at fo great a diftance from England,
that the members of parliament can, generally, have but
little knowledge of their bufinefs, connections and intereft,
but what is gained from people who have been there; the
moit of thefe, have fo flight a knowledge themfelves, that
the informations they can give, are very little to be depended

on, though they may pretend to determine with confidence,
on
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on matters far above their reach. Allfuch kind of informa-
tions are too uncertain to be depended on, in the tranfating
bufinefs of fo much confequence, and in which the inte-
refts of two millions of free people are fo deeply concerned.
There is no kind of inconveniency, or mifchief, can arife
from the colonies having fuch notice, and being heard in
the manner above-mentioned : But, on the contrary, very
oreat mifchiefs have already happened to the colonies, and
always muft be expefted, if they are not heard, before
things of fuch importance are determined concerning them.
Hap the colonies been fully heard, before the late a&
had been pafled, no reafonable man can {uppofe it ever
would have paffed at all, in the manner it now ftands ; .for
what good reafon can pofﬁbly be given for making a law to
cramp the trade and ruin the interefts of many of the colo-
nies, and at the fame time, leffen in a prodigious manner
the confumptlon of the Brztzﬂr manufaturesin them ? Thefe
are certainly the effets this aé&t muft produce ; a duty of
three pence per g callon on forelgn melaﬁ'es, s well known to
every man in the leaft acquainted with it, to be much higher
than that article can pofiibly bear ; and therefore muft ope-
rate ‘as an abfolute prohibition., This will put a total
{top to our exportation of lumber, horfes, flour, and fifh,
to the French and Dutch {fugar colonies 3 and if any one fuP-'
pofes we may find a fufficient vent for thefe articles in the
Englifh Mlands in the Mefi-Indies, he only verifies what was
jull now obferved, that he wants truer information. Putting
an end to the importation of foreign melafTes, at the fame
time puts an end to all the coftly diftilleries in thefe colo-
nies, and to the rum trade to the coaft of Africa, and throws
it into the hands of the French. 'With the lofs of the foreign
melaffes trade, the codfithery of the Euglifh, in America, muft
alfo be loft, and thrown alfo into the hands of the French.
That this is the real ftate of the whole bufinefs, is not fancy ;
this, nor any part of it, is ot exaggeration, but 'a fober and”

mofk mc.lan(‘holy truth, | " VIEW
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View this duty of three pence per gallon, on foreign me-,
laffes, not in the light of a prohibition, but fuppofing the
trade to continue, and the duty to be paid. "Eleretofore
tnere hath been imported into the colony of Rbede- Ijland only,
about one.- million one hundred and fifty thouvfand gallons,
annually ; the duty on this quantity is fourteen thoufand
three hundred and feventy-five pounds, fterling, to ke paid
yearly by this little colony ; alarger fum than was ever in
It at any one time : This money 1s to be fent away, and
never to return ; yet the payment 1s to be repeated every
vear.—Can this poflibly be done ? Can a new colony, com-
pelled by neceffity to purchafe all it’s cloathing, furniture,
and utenfils from Exngland, to fupport the expences of it’s
own 1nternal government, obliged by it’s duty to comply -
with every call from the crown to raife money on emergen-
ctes 3 after all this, can every man in it pay twenty-four fhil-
lings fterling a year, for the duties of a fingle article only ?
There i1s furely . no man in his right mind Dbelieves this
poffible. The charging foreign melafles with this high duty,
will not affeét all the colonies equally, nor any other near
fo much as this of Rbode-Ifland, whofe trade depended
much more on foreign melaffes, and on diftilleries, than that
of any others ; this muft fhew that railing money for the
general {fervice of the crown, or of the colonies, by fuch a
duty, will be extremely unequal, and therefore unjuft. And
now taking either alternative ; by fuppofing on one hand,
the foreign melaflfes trade is ftopped, and with it the oppor-
tunity or ability of the colonies to get money, or on the
other, that this trade is continued, and that the colonies get
money by 1t, but all their money is taken from them by
paying the duty ; can Britain be gainer by either? Is it not
the chiefeft intereft of Britain, to difpofe of and to be paid
for her own manufaltures ? And doth fhe not find the
greatelt and beft market. for them in her own colonies 2

Will (he find an advantage in difabling the colonies to
| - continue
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continue their trade with her ? Or can fhe poflibly. grow
rich by their being made poor ? |

MinisTERs have great influence, and parliaments have
great poweri;—can either of them change the nature of
things, {top all our means of getting money, and yet expe&
us to purchafe and pay for Britifh manufaltures ? The
genius of the people in thefe colonies, 1s as little turned
to manufacturing goods for their own ufe, as is poffible to
fuppofe in any people whatfoever ; yet neceflity will compel
them, either to go naked in this cold country, or to make
them{elves fome fort of cloathing, if it be only of the fkins
of beafts.

By the fame act of parliament, the exportation of all
kinds of timber, or Jlumber, the moft natural produce of-
thefe new colonies, 1s greatly incumbered and ufelefsly em-
barrafled, and the fhipping it to any part of Europe, except
Great-Britain, prohibited : This muit greatly affeCt the linen
manufaltory in Ireland, as that kingdom ufed to receive
great quantities of flax-feed from .Imerica, many cargoes,
being made of that and of barrel ftaves, were fent thither
every year ; but, as the ftaves can no longer be exported
thither, the fhips carrying only flax-feed cafks, without the
ftaves, which ufed to be intermixed among them, muft lofe
one half of their freight, which will prevent their continuing
this trade, to the great injury of Ireland, and of the planta-
tions : And what advantage is to accrue to Greal-Britain by

it, muit be told by thofe who can perceive the utility - of

this meaiure.

Encarcinc the power and jurifdiction of the courts of
vice-admiralty in the colonies, is another part of the fame
act, greatly and juftly complained of. Courts of admiralty
have long been eftablifhed in moft of the colonies, whofe
authority were circumicribed within moderate territorial
jurifdi&tions ; and thele courts have always done the bufi-

refs, neceffary to be brought before fuch courts for trial, in
the
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the manner it ought to be done, and in a way only mode-
rately expen{ive to the fubjedts 3 and if feizures were made,
or informations exhibited, withoutr reafon, or contiary to
law, the informer, or feizor, was left to the jultice of the
common law, there to pay for his foily, or fufrer for his teme-
rity. But now this courfe 1s quite aitered, and a culiom-
houfe officer may make a feizure in Georgia, of goods ever .
{fo legally imported, and carry the trial to fadéifax, at fifteen
hundred mules diftance ; and thither the cwner muit follow
him to defend his property ; and when he comes there, quite
beyond the circle of his friends, acquaintance, and corref-
pondents, among total ftrangers, he muft there give bond,
and muft find fureties to be bound with him in a large {fum,
‘before he thall be admitted to claim his own goods ; when
this 1s complied with, he hath a trial, and his goods acquit-
ted.” If the judge can be prevailed on, (which it is very
well known may too eafily be done) to certify, there was
only probable caufe for making the {feizure, the unhappy
owner f{hall not maintain any action againft the illegal {eizor,
for damages, or obtain any other fatisfation ; but he may
return to Georgia quite ruined, and undone in conformity to
an act of parliament. Such unbounded encouragement and
protection given to informers, muft call to every one’s
remembrance Tacitus’s account of the miferable condition of
the Romans, in the reign of Tiberius their emperor, who let
loofe and encouraged the informiers of that age. Surely if
the colonies had:been fully heard, before this had been
done, the liberties and properties of the Americans would

not have been fo much difregarded.
THE refolution of the houfe of commons, come into

during the fame feffion of parliament, afferting their rights
to eftablith ftamp duties, and internal taxes, to be colleéted
1n the colonies without their own confent, hath much more,
and for much more reafon, alarmed the Britifb fubjets in

America, than any thing that had ever been done before.
Thefe
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Thele re folutions, ecarried into execution, the colonies can-
not help but confider as a manifeft violation of their juit
and long enjoyed rights. For it muft be confefled by all .
men, that they who are taxed at pleafure by others, cannot
poflibly have any property, can have nothing to be. called
their own ; they who have no property, can have no free-
dom, burtareindeed reduced to the moft abjelt flavery ; are
in a condition far worfe than countries conquered and made
tributary ; for thefe have only a fixed fum to pay, which
they are ‘left to raife among themfielves, in the way that
they may think moft equal and caly ; and having paid : the
ftipulated fum, the debt is "dilcharged, and what is left is
their own. ‘This is much more tolerable than to be taxed
at the meer will of others, without any bounds, without any
{tipulation and agreement, contrary to . their confent, and
againft their will, If we are told that thofe who lay thefe
taxes upon the colonies, are men of the higheft charaéter for
their wifdom, juftice, and integrity, and therefore cannot be
fuppofed to deal hardly, unjuftly, or unequally by any ; ad-
mitting, and really believing that all thisis true, it will make
no alteration in the nature of the cafe; for one who 1s bound to
obey the will of another, is as really a flave, though he may
have a good mafter, as if he had a bad one; and this is
ftronger in politic bodies than in natural ones, as the for-
mer have perpetual {ucceflfion, and remain the fame ; and
although they may have a very good mafter at one time,
they may have a very bad one at another. And indeed, if
the people in America, are to be taxed by the reprefentatives
of the pcople in Britain, their malady is an increafing evil,
that muft always grow greater by time. Whatever burdens
are laid upon the Americans, will be fo much taken off ‘the
Britons 3 and the doing this will foon be extremel‘y.p0pular,
and thofe who put uE to be members of the houfe of com-

mons, muft obtain the votes of the people by promifing to
* . S take
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take more and more of the taxes off them, by putting it o%
the Americans. 'This muft moft affuredly be the cafe, and it
. will not be in the power even of the parliament to prevent
it 3 the people’s private intereft will be concerned, and will -
govern them ; they will have fuch, and only fuch reprefen-
tatives as will act agreeable to this their intereft ; and thefe
taxes laid on Americans, will be always -a part of the fupply
bill, in which the other branches of the legiflature can make
no alteration: and in truth, the fubjetts in the  colonies will
be taxed at the will and pleafure of their fellow-{ubjeéts,
in Britain—How equitable, and how juft this may be, muft
be left to every impartial man to determine. =~ )

BuT it will be faid, that the monies drawn from the colo-
nies by -duties, and by taxes, will be laid up and fet apart to..
be ufed for their future defence :- This will not at all alle-
viate the hardfhip, but ferves only mere ftrongly to mark
the fervile ftate of the people. Free people' have ever -
thought, and always will think, that the money neceffary.
for their defence, lies fafeft in their own hands, until it be
wanted immediately for that purpofe. To take the mo-
ney of the Americans, which they want continually to ufe
in their trade, and lay it up for their defence, at a thoufand
leagues diftance from them, when the enemies they have to
fear, are in their own neighbourhood, hath ' not the greateft
probability of friendfhip or of prudence.

It is not the judgment of free people only, that money
- for defending them is fafeft in their own keeping, but it
hath alfo been the opinion of the beft and wifeft kings and
governors of mankind, in every age of the world, that the

wealth of a ftate was moft fecurely as well as moft profi-
tably depofited in the hands of their faithful f{ubjeéts :

Conftantius, emperor of the Romaws, though am ablolute
priece, both practifed and praifed this method. ¢ Dioclefian
“ fent perfons on purpofe to reproach him with his neg-

¢ leét of the public, and the poverty to which he wag
' ¢ reduced

4
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¢« reduced by his own fault. Conflantius heard thefe re;
¢« proaches with patience ; and, having perfuaded thofe who
“ made them in Djocleffan’s name, to ftay a few days with
‘¢ him, he fent word to the moft wealthy perfons. in the pro-
‘“ vinces, that he-wanted money, and that they had now |
‘“ an opportunity of -thewing . whether or no .they truly
‘“ loved their prince. Wpon this notice every one {trove
‘¢ who fhould be foremoft in carrying to the exchequer all
‘“ their gold, filver, and valuable effeéts ; fo that’in a thorg
““ time Conflantius from being. the. pooreft, became by far
“ the moft wealthy of all the four princes. He then.in-
¢ vited the depuries of Dioclefian to vifit his treafury, defir-
“* ing them . to make a faithful report to.their mafter of the
** ftate in which they fhould find it, They obeyed; and,
*“ while they ftood gazing on  the mighty heaps of gold:
““ and filver, Conflantius told them, that the wealth. which
“¢ they beheld with aftonifhment, had long fince belonged
‘* to .him ; but that he ‘had left it. by way.of depofirum, in;
*¢ the hands of his - people : adding, the richeft and fureft
““ treafure of the prince was the love of his fubjeéts...
“ The deputies. were no fooner gone, than the generous.
*¢ prince {ent for thofe who had aflifted him in his exigency,,
““ commended, their. zeal, and returned to every one what.

“ they had fo readily brought into his-treafury.’””
| Univerfal Hif}. wol. XV, page 52.3.
WE_ are not infenfible, that when liberty is in danger, the
iberty of complaining is dangerous ; yet, a man-on a,
wreck was never denjed the liberty. of roaring as loud as he:
could ; fays Dean.Swift. And we believe no good reafon
can, be given, why the colonies fhould not modeftly and fo-
berly enquire, what right the parliament-of Greaz-Britain.
have to tax them. We know fuch enquiries, by a. late,
letter-writer, have been branded with the little epithet of
mufbroom policy 3 and he infinuates, that for the colonies.to.

pretend  to, claim “ any privileges,,, will. draw down' the
| . | - refentment.



[ 19 ]
réfentment of theé parliament on them.—Is the defence of
Jiberty become fo contemptible, and pleading for juft rights
fo dangerous ? Can the guardiansof liberty be thuslidicrous ?
Can the patrons of freedom ‘be fo jealous and fo fevere P
If the Briti/b houfe of commons are rightfully. poffefied
of a power to tax the- colonies in /fmerica, this power muft
be vefted in them by the Britzi/b conftitution, as they are one
branch of the great legiflative body of the nation': As they
are the reprefentatives of all the people in Brztain, they have
beyond doubt, all the power fuch a reprefentation can poffi-
bly give ; yet, great as this power is, {urely it cannot exceed
that -of their -conftituents. Andcan it poflibly be fhewn,
that the people in Britain have a fovereign authority ‘over
their fellow-fubjects in America 2 Yet fuch is the authority
that muft be exercifed in taking people’s eftatées from them
by taxes, or otherwife without their .confent. In all aids
granted to the crown by the parliament, it is faid with the
E:*eateft propricty, ‘¢ We freely give unto your Majeity ;™

r they -give their own money, and the money of thofe who
have intrufted them with a proper power for that purpofe :
But can they with the fame propriety give away the mo-
ney of the 4mericans, who have never given any fuch power ?
Before a thing can be juftly given away, the giver muft
certainly have acquired a property in it ; and have the peo-
ple in Britain juftly acquired fuch a property in the goods
and eftates of the people in thefe colonies, that they may
give them away at pleafure?

IN an emperial ftate, which coniifts of many {eparate
governments, each of which hath peculiar privileges, and
of which kind it is ‘evident the empire of Greas-Britain is ;
no fingle part, though greater than another part, 1s by thac
fuperiority intituled to make laws for, or to tax fuch lefler
part ; but all laws, and all taxations, which bind the whole,
muft be made by the whole : This may be fully verified by

the empire of Germany, which-confifts, of many ftates, fome
. powertul,
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powerful, and others weak, yet the powerful never make laws
to govern or to tax the little and weak ones; neither 1sit done
by the emperor, but only by the diet, confifting of the re-
prefentatives of the whole body. Indeed, 1t muit be abfurd
to {uppofe, that the common people of Great-Britain have
a fovereign and abfolute authority over their fellow-fubjects
in America, or even any fort of power whatfoever over them ;
but it will be ftill more abfurd, to fuppofe they can give a
power to their reprefentatives, which they have not them-
felves. If the houfe of commons do not receive this autho-
rity from their conftituents, it will be difficult to tell by
what means they obtained it, except it be vefted in them by
meer {uperjority and power. I
SnouLp 1t be urged, that the money expended by the
mnother country, for the defence and protection of Awerica,
and efpecially. during the late war, muft juftly intitle her to
fome retaliation from. the colonies; and that the ftamp
duties and taxes, intended to be raifed in them, are only
defigned for that equitable purpofe ; if we are permirtted to
examine how far this may rightfully veft the parliament with
the power of raxing the colonies, we fhall find this claim to
have no fort of equitable foundation. In many of the colo-
nies, efpecially thofe in New-England, who were planted, as
1s before obferved, not at the charge of the crown or king-
dom of England, but at the expence of the planters them-
felves, and were not only planted, but alfo defended againit
the favages, and other enemies, in long .and cruel wars,
which continued for an hundred years, almoft without inter-
miflion, folely ar their own charge : And in the year 1746,
when the Duke D’ Znville came out from France, with the
moft formidable French fleet that ever was in the dwerican
feas, enraged art thefe colonies for the lofs of Louifbourg, the
year before, and with orders to make an attack on them ;
even 1n this greateft exigence, thefe colonies were left to the

protection of heaven, and their own efforts,  Thefe colonies
having
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having thus plantéd and defendéd themfelves, and removed
all enemies from their borders, were in hopes to enjoy
peace, and recruit their ftate, much exhaufled by thefe
long ftruggles ; but they were foon called upon to raife
men, and fend out to the defence of other colonies, and to
make conquefts for the crown ; they -dutifully obeyed the
requifition, and with ardor entered into thole fervices, and
continued in them until all encroachments were removed,
and all Canada, and even the Hawvana, conquered. They
moft chearfully complied with every call of the crown ; they
rejoiced, yea even exulted, 1n the profperity and exaltation
of the Britzfb empire. But thefe colonies, whofe bounds
were fixed, and whofe borders were before cleared from ene-
mies, by their own fortitude, and at their own expence,
reaped no fort of advantage by thefe conquefis; they are
not enlarged, have not gained 'a fingle acre of land, have no
part in the Iudian or interior trade ; the immenfe trats of
land {ubdued, and no lefs immenfe and profitable commerce
acquired, all belong to Great-Britain ; and not the leaft
{hare or portion to theife colonies, though thoufands of their
men have loft their lives, and millions of their money have
been expended in the purchafe of them ; for great part of
which we are yet in debt, and from which we fhall not in
many years be able to extricat¢ ourfelves. Hard will be the
fate, yea cruel the deftiny, of thefe unhappy colonies if the
reward they are to receive for all this, is the lofs of their
freedom; better for them Canada {till remained French, yea
far more eligible that it ever thould remain fo, thaa that the
price of its reduétion thould be their flavery.

Ir the colonies are not taxed by parliament, are they
therefore exempted from bearing their proper fhare in the
neceflary burdens of government ? This by no means
follows. Do they not fupport a regular internal government
in each colony, as expenfive to the people here, as the inter-

nal government of Britain is to the people there ? Have not
the
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the colonies here, -at all times when  called upon: by the
crown, raifed money for.the public fervice, done it as chear-
fully as the parliament have done on like occafions ? Is not
this the moft cafy, the moft natural, and moft conftitutional
way of raifing money in the colonies ! What occalion then
to diftruft the colonies,—what neceffity to fall on an invidi-
ous and unconftitutional method, to compel them to do what
they have ever-done freely ? Are notthe peoplein. the colo-
nies as loyal and dutiful fubjeéts as any age or nation ever
produced,—and are they not as ufeful to the kingdom, in
this remote quarter of the world, as their fellow-fubjetts are
who dwell in Britain ? The parliament, it is confefled, have
power to.regulate the trade of the whole empire ; and hath it
mot full power, by this means, to draw all the money and all
the wealth of the colonies into the mother country, at. plea-
fure ? What motive, after all this, can remain, to induce the
parliament to abridge the privileges, and lefien the rights of
the moft loyal and dutiful {ubjeéts ; fubjeéts juftly intituled
to ample freedom, who have long enjoyed, and not abufed or
torfeited their liberties, who have uied them to their own
advantage, in dutiful fubferviency to the orders and interefts
of Great-Britain 2 W hy fhould the gentle current of tranquil-
lity, that has fo long fun with peace through all the Britib
ftates, and flowed with joy and with happinefs 1n all her
countries, be at laft obftruéted, be turned out of its true
courfe, into unufual and winding channels, by which many
of thofe ftates muft be ruined ; but none of them can poffi-

bly be made more rich or more happy ¢ -
Berore we conclude, it may be neceflary to take notice:

of the vait difference there is between the raifing money in a
cotintry by duties, taxes, or otherwife, and employing and
lIaying out the money again in the fame country; and raifing
the like fums of money, by the like means, and fending it
away quite out of the country where it 1s raifed. Where the

former of thefe is the .cafe, although the fums raifed may be
very

* F
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very.great, yet that country may fupport itfelf under chenr
for as faft as the money is-colleéted together, it is again {cae-
tered abroad, to be ufed in commerce and every kind of bufis
nefs ; and money-is not made fcarcer by this means, but racher
the contrary, as -this continual circulation muft have a tens
dency to prevent, in fome degree, it’s being hoarded. Bur
where the latter method is purfued, the effeét will be extreme-
Iy different 5 for here, as faft as the money can be colleéted,
’tis 1mmediately fent out of the country, never to return but
_by a tedious round of commerce, which at beft muft take up
much time : Here all trade, and every kind of bufinefs de-
pending on 1t, will grow-dull, and muift languifth more and
more, until it comes to a final ftop at laft. If the money
raifed in Great-Britain 1n theé: three laft years of the late
war, and which exceeded forty millions {{erling, had been
fent out of the kingdom, would not this have nearly ruined.
the trade of the nation in three years only ? Think then,
what muft be the condition of thefe miferable colonies, when’
all the money propofed ta be raifed in them, by high duties
on the importation- of divers kinds of goods, by the poft-
office, by ftamp duties, and other taxes, is fent quite away,
as faft as it can be collefted ; and this to be repeated conti-
nually, and laft forever ! Is 1t poffible for colonies under thefe
circiunftances to fupport themielves, to have any money, any
trade, or other bufinefs, carried on in them ? Certainly it is
not; nor js there at prefent, or. ever was, any country under
heaven, that did, or poflibly could fupport itfelf under fuch’
burdens. | | | ~
WE finally beg leave to affert, that the firlt planters of.
thefe colonies were pious chriftians ; were faithful fubjeéts ;
who, with a fortitude and perfeverance little known, and lefs
confidered, fettled thefe wild countries, by Gop’s goodnefs,
and their own amazing labours; thereby added a moft valuable,
dependance to the crown of Great-Britainy, were ever du-

tifully fubfervient to her interefts ; fo taught their childrgn,,



L 24 1}

¢hat not one has been difaffedted to this day; but all =

have honeftly obeyed every royal command, and chear-
fully fubmitted to every conftitutional law have as little
inclination as they have ability to throw off. their depen-
dancy-; have carefully avoided every offenfive meafure, and
every interdiéted manufacture 3 have rifqued their lives as
they have been ordered, and furmfhed their money when it
has been calfed for ; have never been troublefome or expen-
five to the mother country ; have kept due order, and fup-
ported.a regular government ;3 have maintained peace, and
practifed chrlﬁlanrty ‘and in all conditions; and in every
relation, have demeaned themielves as loyal, as dutiful, and
as faithful fubje&ts ought; and that no kingdom or ﬁatc

hath, or ever had, colonies mare qgulet, more obedient, or

more profitable, than thefehave ever been. ,,
Mavy the fame divine goodnefs, that guided the ﬁrﬂu

planters, protected the ‘fCttlements, infpired kings to be™!
gracious, parliaments to be tender, ever preferve, ever fup-

port cur prefent gracious King ; give great wifdom to his

minifters, and much undcrﬁandmg to hlS parliaments ; per-
etuate the {overeignty of the. Britifb conftitution, and the

P
filial dependancy and happinefs of all the colonies.
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- Provipencr, in New-ENGLAND,
NovEMBER 30, 1704.




