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N IT IS VERY TRUE that the new

modelling Ecclefraftical/ Government was the
principal point debated in that famous Dif-
pute (which gave rife to the following work):
But then the Puritans contended for that
Reformation on Principles that equally con-
cluded for a Reformation in the Crovi/ like-

wife : And this, Mr. Hooker well under-

{tood, when he took {o much Pains to over-
throw their fundamental Maxim, the Head

T heorem, as he calls it, of their Scheme—

That the Scripture of God is in fucb. Jort the
Rule of buman Attions, that fimply whatfoever
we do, and are not by it direlled thereunto,
the fame is Sin. Now who fees not that
this Principle purfued, brings on, directly
and neceflarily, a Reformation of the Crvil

Government upon Fewz/h Ideas? the very

Error of the reformed Minifters of that
¢« Time.



[ v ]
¢¢ Time. ‘This, as we fay, was not hid from
¢ the Penetration of this great Man—%%e Rea-
¢ fons, (fays he, in his Preface,) wberewith
8¢ you would perfuade that Scripture is the only
¢ rule to frame all our Actwons by, are in every
¢ Refpect as ejfectual for Proof, that the [ame
¢ 15 the only Law whereby to determine all our

¢ Crvil Controverfies :—And therefore to root it

¢¢ out for ever was the main reafon, I fuppofe,

€6

why, ina particular Difpute, he goes fo far

¢¢ back as to give a long Account of the

« original of Laws i geucral, their feveral
¢¢ Kinds, and their diftin&& and contrary

¢¢ Natures.”

Bp. WARBURTON 0iz The Alliance beiween

Church and State, note, p. 40.
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KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY

C H A R L E S 11.

BY THE Grace or Gop,

KING or GREAT-BRITAIN, FRANCE, anp IRELAND,

DEFENDER OF THE FAITH, &c,

MOST GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN,

LTHOUGH I know how little leifure
great Kings have to read large Books, or
indeed any, fave only God’s, (the ftudy, belief,
and obedience of which, is precifely command-
ed, even to Kings, Deut. xvii. 18, 19. And
from which, whatever wholly diverss them,
will hazard to dam» them ; their being no af-
fairs of fo great importance, as their ferving
God, and faving their own fouls; nor any pre-
cepts {fo wife, juft, holy, and fafe, as thofe of
B - the




4 AN EPISTLE TO THE KING.

the divine Oracles s nor any Empire fo glori-
ous, as that by which Kings, being fibject to
God's Law, have dominion over themfélves, and
fo beft deferve and exercife it over their fib-

gects : Y,

Yet having lived to fee the wonderful and
happy Reftoration of your Majefly to your right-
ful kingdoms, and of this reformed Church
to its juft Rights, primitive Order, and prif-
tine Conftitution, by your Masefly’s prudent
care, and unparalleled bounty, 1 know not what
to prefent more worthy of your Majefly’s ac-
ceptance, and my duty, than thefe elazborate
and féafonable Works of the famous and pru-
dent Mr. Richard Hooker, now augmented, and
I hope compleated with the Three laft Books, {o
much defired and {fo long concealed.

The publifhing of which Folume {o ntire,
and thus prefenting 1t to your Majefty, {feems to
be a 6leffing and hbonour referved by God’s Pro-
vidence, to add a further luftre to your Majefty’s
glorious Name, and bappy Reign, whofe tran-
{cendent Favour, Juftice, Merit, and Munifi-
cence to the long-afflicted Church of England,
1s a {ubject no lefs worthy of Admiration than
Gratitude to all pofterity. And of all things
(next God’s grace) not to be abuied or turned
into wantonnefs by any of your Maje/ly’s Clergy,
who are highly obliged, beyond all other Sub-

jects to piety, loyalty, and induitry.
I {hall
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I fhall need nothing more to ingratiate this

incomparable Piece to your Majefly’s acceptance,
and all the Englith World’s, than thofe high
Commendations 1t hath ever had, as from all
prudent, peaceable, and impartial Readers, fo
efpecially from your Mae/ty’s Royal Fatber,
who a few days before he was crowned with
Martyrdom, commended to bis deareft children,
the diligent reading of Mr. Hooker’s Ecclefiafti-
cal Polity, even next the Bible; as an excel-
lent means to fettle them in the Trutb of Reli-
gion and in the Peace of this Church, as much
Chriftzan, and as well Reformed as any under
Heaven: As if God had referved this fignal/ ho-
nouyr to be done by the beft of Kizgs, and
greateft Sufferers for this Church, to him who
was one of the beflt 7777:ifers, and ableft De-

fenders of it.
To this compleated Edition, is added fuch

particular accounts as could be got of the .Au-
thor’s Perfon, Education, Teﬁzper, Manzners,
Fortunes, Life, and Dearh, which is now
done with much exalfnefs and proporsion : That

hereby your Majefty, and all the I orld, may
fee what fort of men are fitteft for Church-

wortz (which like the building of Solomon’s
Teraple, is beft carried on with moft evennefs
of Judgment, and leaft #oz7/é of Paffion.) Alfo

what manner of Ma»z he was, to whom we all

owe this noble Work, and durable Defence.

B 2 VWhich
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Which is indeed at once (as the tongues of
eloguent Princes are to themlielves, and their
Jubjelts) both a Treafiury and an Armory, to in-
rich their Friends, and defend them againit the
Enemies of the Church of England: A rare
compofition of unpajfionate Reafon, and unpar-
tial Religion ; the mature product of a judicious
Scholar, a loyal Subjell, an bumble Preacher,
and a moft eloguent Writer : The very abflralt
and quinteffence of Laws buman and divine ; a
Sfummary of the Grounds, Rules, and Propor-
tions of frue Polity in Church and State : Upon
which clear, {olid and fafe Foundations, the
good Order, Peace, and Government of this
Church was anciently fettled, and on which,
while it ftands firm, it will be fourifbing. All
other popular and {pecious prefenfions being
found by late fad experiences, to be as nove/
and wnfit, {o falizous and fallactous, yea, dan-
gerous and deftructive to the Peace and Pro/f-
perity of this Church and Kingdom, whofe in-
{eparable Happine/s and Interefts are bound up
in Monarciry and Epifcopacy.

The politick and vifible managing of both
which, God hath now gracioufly reftored and
committed to your Majefly’s Sovereign W ifdoimn
and Authority, after the many and long Zra-
gedies {uffered from thofe Club-mafters and Tub-
minifters, who {ought not fairly to obtain Refor-

mation of what might feem amifs, but violently
ana



AN EPISTLE TO THE KING. 7

and wholly to overthrow the ancient and goodly
Jfabrick of this Church and Kingdormn. For find-
ing themfelves not able in many years to anfwesr
" this one Book, long ago written i1n defence of
the Truth, Order, Government, Authority,
and Liberty (in things indifferent) of this
Reformed Church, agreeable to r7ght Reafon and
true Religron (which makes this well-tempered
Piece, a File capable to break the Teezh of any
that venture to bite it ;) they confpired at laft
to betake themfelves to Ar»s, to kindle thofe
horrid fires of c¢vi/ Wars, which this wife
Author forefaw, and foretold, in his admirable
Preface, would follow thofe /par4s and that
Jmoak which he faw rife in his days: {o that
from zmpertinent Difputes ({feconded with feur-
rilous Pampblers) they fled to Tumults, Sedi-
tion, Rebellion, Sacrilege, Parricide, yea, Re-
gecide 5 Counféls, Weapons, and Prattices, cer-
tainly, no way becoming the Hearts and Hands
of Chriftian Subjetts, nor ever fanctified by
Chryft for his fervice, or his Church’s good.

What now remains, but your Majefty’s per-
fe¢ting and preferving that (in this Church)
which you have with much prudence and ten-
dernefs {o Aapp:ly begun and profecuted, with
more Zea/ than the eftablithment of yozr own
Throne. The ftill crazy Church of England,
together with this Beok (its great and impreg-

nable Sbze/d) do further need, and humbly im-

plorc
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plore your Majefty’s Royal Proteftion under
God: Nor can your Majefly by any generous in-
ftance and perfeverance (moft worthy of a
Chriftzan King) more exprefs that pious and
grateful fenfe which God and all good Men ex-
pect from your Mayefty, as fome retribution for
his many miraculous Mercies to yourielf, than
in a wife, {peedy, and happy fettling of our ze-
ligrous Peace ; with the lealt grievance, and moft
fatisfaition to all your good fubjelts ; facred Order
and Unzformity being the centre and circumfer-
ence of our civil Tranguility ; Sedition naturally
rifing out of Scbhifin, and Rebellion out of Fac-
tiorn : "IT'he only Cure and Antidote again{t-both,
are good Laws and Canons, firft wifely made,
with all Chriffian Moderation, and [fiafonable
Charity 5 next, duly executed with Juftice and
Impartiality ; which {ober {everity 1s indeed
the greazeft charity to the Publick. Whoie Ve-
rity, Unity, Sanctity, and Solemnity in religi-
ous Concernments, being once duly effablifhed,
muft not be fhaken, or {acrificed to any private
varicties and extravagancies. Where the inter-
nals of Doctrine, Morality, Myfteries, and
Evangelical Duties, being (as they are in the
Church of England) found and facred, the ex-
ternals of decent Forms, Circumitances, Rites
and Ceremonies, being {ubordinate and fervient
to the main, cannot be either evil or unfafe,
neither offenfive to God nor good Chriftians.

Ifor
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For the attaining of which bleffed Ends of
Piety and Peace, that the facred Suz and Shield
of the drvine Grace and Power direting and

protecting, may ever fthine upon your Majefly’s
Perfon and Family, Counfels and Power, 1s the

humble prayer of

Your Sacred Majefty's

Moft Loyal Subjelt,

And devoted Servant,

JjOH. EX ON.



T O THE

R E A D E R.

I THINK it neceflavy to inforim my Reader, that Dr.
Ganden ((the late Bifbop of Worcefler) bath alfo
lntely wrote and publifbed the life of Mafter Hooker
And though thbis be not writ by defign to oppofe what be
bath truly written y yet, I am put upon a neceffity to
Jay, That in it there be many material Miftakes, and more
Omiffions. 1 conceive fome of bis Miftakes did proceed,
from a belief in Mafter Thomas Fuller, who bad too
- baftily publifhed wwhat be bath fince moft ingenuoufly
vetrailed. And for the Bifbop®s Omiffions, 1 fuppofe bis
more weighty bufinefs and want® of time, made bim
Dafs over many ibings without that due examination,
which my better leifure, my diligence, and my accidenial
advantages, bave made known unto me.

And now for myfelf, I can [ay, I bhope, or rather
know, there are no material Miftakes in what I bere
prefent to you that fhall become my Reader. Little
things that I bave received by tradition (fo which there
may be too much and too little faith given) I will not

at this diftance of time undertake to_juftify ;5 for, though
I bave



12 TO THE READER.

I bave ufed great diligence, and compared relations and
circumflances, and probable refults and expreffions ;
yet, 1 [ball not impofe my belicf upon my Reader s 1
fball rather leave bim at liberty : But, if there fball
appear any material Omiffion, I defire every lover of
Truth and the Memory of Mafier Hooker, that it may
be made known wunto me. And, to incline bim to it, 1
bere promife to acknowledge and relfify any [uch mif-
take in a [econd Impreffion, which the Printer [ays be
bhopes fory and by this means my weak (but faithful)
endeavours may become a better Monument, and in fome
degree more worthy the Memory of this venerable Man.,

I confefs, that when I confider the great Learning
and Vivtue of Mafler Hooker, and wbhat [atisfallion
and aduvantages many eminent [cholars and admirers of
bim bave bad by bis labours ; 1 do not a little wonder
that in Sixty XYears no man did undertake to tell Pofte-
rity of the Excellencies of bis Life and Learning, and
the Accidents of both 3 and fometimes wonder more at
myfelf, that I bave been perfuaded to it; and indeed 1
do not eafily pronounce my own pardon, nor expeff that
my Reader fhall, unlefs my Introdutlion [hall prove my
Apolagy, to which 1 refer bim.

A COPY



A

COPY OF A LETTER

WRITTEN TO MR. WALTON, BY DR. XING,
LORD BISHOP OF CHICHESTER.

HONEST ISAAC,
HOUGH a familiarity of forty years conti-

nuance, and the conftant experience of your
love, even in the worft times, be {ufficient to 1n-
dear our friendfhip; yet, I muft confefs my affec-
tion much improved, not only by evidences of pri-
vate refpelt to thofe very many that know and love
you, but by your new demonftration of a publick
{pirit, teftified in a diligent, true and ufeful Collec-
tion of {o many material Paffages as you have now
afforded me in the Life of venerable Mr. Hooker;.
of which, fince defired by fuch a friend as your-
felf, I fha!ll not deny to give the teftimony of what
I know concerning him and his learned Books: but
ihall firft here take a fair occafion to tell you, that
you have been happy in chufing to write the Lives
of three fuch Perfons, as Pofterity hath juft caufe to
honour ; which they will do the more for the true
relation of them by your happy pen; of all which 1
fhall give you my unfeigned cenfure.
I fhall begin with my moft dear and incomparable
friend Dr. Donne, late Dean of St. Paul’s Church,

who not only trufted me as his executor, but three
days
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days before his death delivered into my hands thofe
excellent Sermons of his which are now made pub-

lick ; profefling before Dr. Winniff, Dr. Montford,
and, I think, yourfelf then prefent at his bed-fide,
that 1t was by my reftlefs importunity that he had
prepared them for the Prefs; together with which
(as his beft Legacy) he gave me all his Sermon-
Notes, and his other Papers, containing an Extraét
of near fifteen hundred Authors. How thefe were
got out of my hands, you, who were the meflenger
for them, and how loft both to me and yourfelf, is
not now feafonable to complain; but, fince they did
miicarry, I am glad that the general demonftration
of his Worth was fo fairly preferved, and reprefented
to the World by your Pen 1in the Hiftory of his
Life; indeed fo well, that befide others, the beft
Critick of our later time (Mr. John Hales, of Eaton
College) affirmed to me, He bad not feen a Life writ-
ten with more advantage to the Subjelt, or more repuia-
tion to the Writer, than that of Dr. Donnés.

After the performance of this tafk for Dr. Donne,
you undertook the like office for our friend Sir Henry
Wotton, betwixt which two there was a friendfhip
begun in Oxford, continued in their various Travels,
and more confirmed in the religious friendfhip of
age, and doubtlefs this excellent perfon had writ the
Life of Dr. Donne, if death had not prevented him :
by which means, his and your Pre-collettions for
that Work, fell to the happy manage of your Pen:
A work, which you would have declined, 1f imperi-
ous perfuafions had not been ftronger than your mo-
deft refolutions againft 1t. And I am thus far glad,
that the firft Life was fo impofed upon you, becaufe
it gave an unavoldable caufe of writing the fecond:
It not, ’tis too probable we had wanted both, which
had been a prejudice to all lovers of honour and
ingenious learning. And let me not leave my
friend Sir Henry without this teftimony added to
your’s, That he was a man of as florid a wit, and

clegant
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elegant a pen, as any former, or our’s, which in that
kind is a moft exccllent age, hath ever produced.

And now having made this voluntary obfervation
of our two deceafed friends, I proceed to (fatisfy
_your defire concerning what I know and believe of
the ever-memorable Mr. Hooker, who was Schifmat:-
corum Malleus, {o great a Champion for the Church
of England’s Rights, againf{t the fatious Torrent of
Separatifts that then ran high againft Church Diici-
pline, and in his unaniwerable Books continues {ftill
to be {o againft the wunquiet Difcipline of their
Schifm, which now under other names carry on their
defign ; and who (as the proper Heirs of their ir-
rational Zeal) would again rake into the {carce-clofed
Wounds of a newly bleeding State and Church.

And firft, though I dare not fay I knew Mr.
Hooker ; yet, as our Ecclefiaftical Hiftory reports to
the honour of Ignatins, That he lived in the time of
St. John, and had {feen him i1n his childhood; {o
I alfo joy, that in my minority I have often {een Mr.
Hooker, with my father, then Lord Bifthop of Lon-
don; from whom, and others at that time, I have
heard moft of the material paffages which you re-
late in the Hiftory of his Life ; and from my father
received {uch a charaler of his Learning, Humility,
and other virtues, that like jewels of unvaluable
price, they ftill caft {fuch a luftre as envy or the ruft
of time ifhall never darken. From my father I
have alfo heard all the circumftances of the plot to
defame him; and how Sir Edwin Sandys outwitted
his accufers, and gained their confeflion; and could
give an account of each particular of that plot, but
that I judge it fitter to be forgotten, and rot in the
fame grave with the malicious authors. I may not
omit to declare, That my father’s knowledge of
Mr. Hooker was occafioned by the learned Dr. John
Spencer, who after the death of Mr. Hooker was {o
careful to preferve his unvaluable fixth, feventh and

cighth Books of ECCLESIASTICAL PQLITY,

and



16 Dro XING’S LETTER

and his other Writings, that he procured Henry
Jack{on then of Corpus Chrift1 College, to tranicribe
for him all Mr. Hooker’sremaining written Papers,
many of which were imperfe& ; for his ftudy had
been rifled or worfe ufed by Mr. Chark, and another
of principles too like his: But as thefe Papers were,
they were endeavoured to be compleated by his dear
friend Dr. Spencer, who bequeathed them as a pre-
cious legacy to my Father; after whofe death they
refted in my hand, till Dr. Abbot, then Archbifthop
of Canterbury, commanded them out of my cuftody,
authorifing Dr. John Barkham (his Lordfhip’s Chap-
lain) to require and bring them to him to Liambeth :
At which time I have heard they were put into the
Bifhop’s Library, and that they remained there till
the Martyrdom of Archbifhop Liaud, and were then
by the Brethren of that Faction given with the Li-
brary to Hugh Peters, as a reward for his remarkable
{ervice 1n thofe fad times of the Church’s Confufion:
And though they could hardly fall into a fouler
hand, yet there wanted not other endeavours to cor-
rupt and make them {peak that language, for which
the Faction then fought; which was, To fubjeit the
Sovereign Power to the People. 1 need not f{trive to
vindicate Mr. Hooker in this particular; his knawn
Loyalty to his Prince whilit he lived, the forrow
exprefled by King James for his death ; the wvalue
our late Sovereign (of ever-blefled Memory) put
upon his Works, and now the {ingular Character of
his Worth given by you in the Paffages of his Life,
(efpecially in your Appendix to it) do {ufficiently clear
him from that imputation : and I am glad you men-
tion how much value Robert Stapleton, Pope Clement
- the Eighth, and other eminent men of the Romifh
Periuafion, have put upon his Books, having becn
told the fame in my youth by perfons of worth that
have travelled Italy. Laftly, I muft again congra-
tulate this undertaking of your’s, as now more pro-

per to you than any other perfon, by reafon of your
long
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long knowledge and alliance to the worthy family
of the Cranmers (my old Friends alfo) who have
been men of noted wifdom, efpecially Mr. George
Cranmer, whole prudence added to that of Sir Edwin
Sandys, proved very ufeful in the compleating of
Mr. Hooker’s matchlels Books; one of their Letters
I herewith fend you to make ufe of, if you think
fit. And let me {fay further, you merit much from
many of Mr. Hooker’s beft friends then living;
namely, from the ever-renowned Archbithop Whit-
cift, of whofe incomparable worth, with the cha-
racter of the times, you have given us a more
fhort and fignificant account than I have received
from any other Pen. You have done much for Sir
Henry Savile, his contemporary and familiar friend ;
amongf{t the furviving monuments of whofe learn-
ing (give me leave to tell you fo) two are omitted ;
his Edition of Euclid; but efpecially his Tranflation
of King Fames his Apology for the Qath of Allegiance,
into elegant Latin: which flying in that drefs as far
as Rome, was by the Pope and Conclave {ent unto
Francifcus Suarez to Salamanca (he then refiding
there as Prefident of that College) with a command
to anfwer 1it. When he had perfetted the work
(which he calls Defenfio Fidei Cathbolice,) 1t was trani-
mitted to Rome for a view of the Inquifitors; who
according to their cuftom blotted out what they
pleafed, and (as Mr. Hooker hath been ufed fince his
death) added whatfoever might advance the Pope’s
Supremacy, or carry on their own Intereft, com-
monly coupling together Deponere et Occidere, the
depofing and killing of Princes; which cruel and
unchriftian language Mr. John Saltkell (his Amanu-
enf1s, when he wrote at Salamanca; but {ince a Con-
vert, living long in my father’s houfe) often profef-
{ed, the good old man (whofe piety and charity Mr.
Saltkell magnified much) not only difavowed but de-
tefted. Not to trouble you further, your Reader
(if, according to your delire, my approbation of

YOur
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your work carries any weight) will find many juift
reafons to thank you for it ; and for this circumiftance
here mentioned (not known to many) may happily
apprehend one to thank him, who is,

SIR,
Your ever faithful and affe€tionate old Friend,

HENRY CHICHESTER,

CUHICHESTER,
Nov, 12.106.

T H E
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O F

Mr. RICHARD HOOKER.

THE INTRODUCTION.

HAVE been perfuaded by a Friend, that I ought

to obey, to write The Life of Ricuarp HookER,
the bappy Author of five (if not wmore) of the eight
learned Books of The Laws of Ecclefiaftical Polity.
And though I have undertaken it, yet it bath been with
Sfome unwillingnefs, forefeeing that it muft prove to me,
and cfpecially at this time of my age, a work of much
labour to enquire, comnfider, refearch, and determine what
is needful to be known concerning bim. For 1 knew bim
not in bis Life, and inuft therefore not only look back to
bis Death (now fixty-four years paft) but almoft fifty
years beyond that, even to bis Childbood and Youth,
and gather thence fuch objervations anud prognofticks, as
may at leaft adorn, if not prove meceflary for the com=
Pleating of what I have undertaken.

This trouble I forefee, and forefee allo that it is im-
poffible to efcape cenfures 5 againft which I will uct hepe
my well-meaning and diligence can proteli me (for 1
tonfider the age in which I live) and fball there-
Jore but intreat of my Reader a fufpenfion of them, till 1
bave made known unto bim fome reafons which, 1 myfelf

Vor. L. C would
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woyld now fain believe, do make me in fome meafure fit
Jor this undertaking : and if thefe reafons jhall not ac-
quit me from all cenfures, they wiay at leaft avate of their
feverity 3 and this is all I can probably hope for.

My Reafons follow.

About forty years paft (for I am now in the feven-
tieth of my age) I began a bappy affinity with William
Cranmer (now with God) grand nepbew unto the great
Archbifbop of that name ; a family of noted prudence and
refolution , with bim and two of bis fiffers I bad an
entive and free friendfbip: one of them was the wife
of Dr. Spencer, a bofom-friend, and fometime com-pupil
with Mpr. Hooker in Corpus Chriftz College in Oxford,
and after Prefident of the fame. I name them bere, for
that I fhall bave occafion to mention them in this follotw-
ing Difcourfe; as alfo their brother, of whofe ufeful
abilities my.Reader may bave a more autbentick teftimony
than my pen can purchafe for bim, by that of our learned
Cambden and others.

This William Cranmer, and bis two fore-named fifters,
bad fome affinity, and a noff familiar friendfbip with
Mr. Hooker, and bad bad fome part of their education
with bim in bis boufe, when be was Parfon of Bifbop’s-
Born near Canterbury ; in awhich city their good father
then lived. They bad (I jay ) a great part of their edu-
cation with bim, as mylelf, fince that time, a bappy
cobabition with them 3 and baving fome years before read
part of Mr. Hooker’s IVorks with great liking and fatis-
Jaltion, my affeltion to them made me a diligent inguifitor
into many things that concerned bim 3 as namely, of bis
Perfon, bis Nature, the Management of bis Time, bis
Hife, bis. Family, and the Fortune of bim and bis. Which
inquiry bhath given me much advantage in the knowledge
of what is now under my confideration, and intended for
the [atisfatiion of my Reader.

Lhad alfo . friendfbip with the Reverend Dotfor Ufber,
the late learned Archbifbop of Armagh, and with Dotlor
Norton, the late learned and charitable Bifhop of Dur-

bain; as a _[a with the learned TFobn Hales, of Eatoin
College
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College 5 and with them alfo (who loved the very Name
of Mr. Hooker) I have bad many difcourfes concerning
hims and from them, and many others that bave now
put off mortality, I might bave bad more informations,
if Iconld then bave admitted a thought of any fitnels for
awhat by perfuafion I bave now undertaken. But, though
that full barveft be irvecoverably lof?, yet my memory bath
preferved fome gleanings, and my diligence made fuch addi-
tions to them, as I bope will prove ufcful to tbe com-
pleating of what I intend. In the difcovery of which [
fhall be faithful, and with this affurance put a period to
wmy Introduliion.

T H E L. I F E.

T is not to be doubted, but that Richard Hooker wis Birth
was born within the precinéts, or in the city of **¢ Youth.

Exeter. A city which may juftly boaft that it was the
Birth-place of him and Sir Thomas Bodley; as
indeed the county may, in which it ftands, that it
hath furnithed this® nation with Bifhop Jewel, _Sir
Francis Drake, Sir Walter Raleigh, and many others
memorable for their valour and learning. Fe was
born about the year of our Redemption one thou-
fand five hundred fifty and three; and of Parents
that were not {fo remarkable for their extraltion or
riches, as for their virtue and induftry, and God’s
blefling upon both; by which they were enabled to
educate their children in fome degree of learning,
of which our Richard Hooker may appear to be one
fair teftimony ; and that nature is not fo partial as
always to give the great bleflings of wifdom and
learning, and with them the greater bleffings of
virtue and government, te thofe only that are of a
more high and honourable birth.

C 2 Iis
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His complexion (if we may guefs by him at the
age of forty) was fanguine, with a mixture of choler;
and yet his motion was flow, even in his youth, and
fo was his fpeech, never exprefling an earneftnefs in
either of them, but a gravity fuitable to the aged.
And it 1s obferved ({fo far as inquiry is able to look
back at this diftance of time) that at his being a
{chool-boy, he was an early queftioniit, quietly inqui-
fitive, Why this was, and that was not, to be remem-
bered 2 Why this was granted, and that denied? ‘This
being mixt with a remarkable modefty, and a {fweet
ferene quietnels of nature; and with them a quick
apprehenfion of many perplexed parts of learning,
impofed then upon him as a {cholar, made his Mafter
and others to believe him to have an inward bleffed
divine Light, and therefore to confider him to a little
wonder. For in that, children were lefs pregnant,
lefs confident, and more malleable, than in this wifer,
but not better age.

'This meeknefs and conjun&ure of knowledge, with
modefty in his converfation, being obferved by his
School-mafter, caufed him to perfuade his parents
(who intended him for an apprentice) to continue
him at {chool till he could find out {ome means, by
perfuading his rich Uncle, or {fcme other charitable
perfon, to eafe them of a part of their care and
charge; afluring them, that their Son was {o enriched
with the bleflings of Nature and Grace, that God
feemed to fingle him out as a {pecial inftrument of
his glory. And the good man told them alfo, that
he would double his diligence in inftruéting him, and
would neither expeét nor reccive any other reward,
than the content of fo hopeful and happy an em-
ployment.

This was not unwelcome news, and efpecially to
his Mother, to whom he was a dutiful and dear child;
and all parties were {o pleafed with this propofal, that
it was refolved /o it fhould be. And inthe mean time

his Parents and Mafter laid a foundation for his future
happinels

- e . —
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happinefs, by 1nftilling into his foul the feeds of piety,
thofe conicientious principles of loving and fearing
God; of an early belief, that be knows the very fecrets of
our fouls ; that be punifheth our vices, and rewards our
innocence; that we fhould be free from hypocrify, and
appear to man, what we are to God, becaufe firft or laft
the crafty man ts catched in bis own fnare. ‘Thefe
feeds of piety were {o feafonably planted, and {o con-
tinually watered with the daily dew of God’s bleffed
Spirit, that his 1infant virtues grew into fuch holy
habits, as did make him grow daily into more and
more favour, both with God and man ; which with
the great learning that he did attain to, hath made
Richard Hooker honoured in this, and will continue
him to be {fo to fucceeding generations.

This good School-mafter, whofe name I am not
able to recover, (and am forry, for that I would have
given him a better memorial in this humble monu-
ment, dedicated to the memory of his {cholar) was
very {ollicitous with John Hooker, then Chamberlain
of Exeter, and Uncle to our Richard, to take his
nephew into his care, and to maintain him for one
year in the Univerfity, and in the mean time to ufe
his endeavours to procure an admiflion for him into
fome College ; ftill urging and affuring him that his
charge would not continue long ; for the lad’s learn-
ing and manners were both {o remarkable, that they
muft of neceflity be taken notice of 3 and that God
would provide him {fome {fecond patron, that would
free him and his parents from their future care and

charge.
‘Thele reafons, with the affe&ionate rhetorick of

his good Matfter, and God’s Blefiing upon both, pro-
cured from his Uncle a faithful promife that he
would take him into his care and charge before the
expiration of the year following, which was performed.

This promife was made about the fourth year of
the reign of Queen Mary; and the learned John

Jewel (after Bifhop of Salifbury) having been in the
C 3 firft
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firft of this Queen’s reign expelled out of Corpus
Chrifti College in Oxford, (of which he was a Fellaw)
for adhering to the truth of thofe principles of Re-
ligion, to which he had affented in the days of her
Brother and Predecefior, Edward the fixth; and he
having now a juft caufe to fear a more heavy punifh-
ment than expulfion, was forced by forfaking this,
to {feek f{afety in another naticn, and with that f{afety
the enjoyment of that doétrine and worfhip for which
he {uffered.

But the cloud of that perfecution and fear ending
with the life of Queen Mary, the affairs of the
Church and State did then look more clear and com-
fortable; {fo that he, and many others of the fame
judgment, made a happy return into England about
the firft of Queen Elizabeth; in which year this John
Jewel was {ent a commiffioner or vifitor of the
churches of the weftern parts of this kingdom, and
eipecially of thofe in Devonthire, 1n which county he
was born; and then and there he contracted a friend-
thip with john Hooker, the Uncle of our Richard.

In the third year of her reign, this John Jewel was
made Bifhop of Salifbury; and there being always
obferved 1n him a willingnefs to do good and oblige
his friends, and now a power added to it; John
Hooker gave him a vifit in Sahilbury, and befought
bim for charity’s fake to look favourably upon a poor
Nepbew of bis, whom nature bad fitted for a [cholar s
vut the eflate of bis Parents was [o narrow, that they
were unable to give bim the advantage of learming 3 and
that the Bifhop would therefore become bis patron, and
prevent bim fromn being a tradefman ; for be was a Boy
of remarkable bopes. And though the Bifhop knew
men do not ufually look with an indifferent eye
vnpon their own children and relations, yet he af-
{fented {o far to John Hooker, that he appointed the
Boy and his School-malfter fhould attend him about
Eafter next following at that place ; which was done
accordingly ; and then, after fome queftions and ob-

fervations
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fervations of the Boy’s learning, and gravity, and
behaviour, the Bithop gave the School-mafter a re-
ward, and took order for an annual penfion for the
Boy’s Parents, promifing alfo to take him into his
care for a future preferment; which was performed.
For, about the fourteenth year of his age, which
was anno 1567, he was by the Bifhop appointed to admitted
remove to Oxford, and there to attend Doétor Cole, o, Forpus
then Prefident of Corpus Chrifti College ; which he 1ege, Oxon.
did, and Doctor Cole had (according to a promife
made to the Bithop) provided for him both a Tutor
(which was faid to be the learned Doc¢tor John Rey-
nolds) and a clerk’s place in that College : which g, jewe
place, though it were not a full maintenance, yet his Patron.
with the contribution of his Uncle, and the continued
penfion of his Patron, the good Bifhop, gave him a
comfortable {ubfiftance. And in this condition he
continued unto the eighteenth year of his age, ftill
increafing in learning and prudence, and fo much
in Humility and Piety that he feemed to be filled
with the Holy Ghoft, and even like St. John Baptift,
to be fanétified from his Mother’s womb, who did
oiten blefs the day in which fhe bare him.

About this time of his age, he fell into a dan-
gerous ficknefs, which lafted two months: all which
time, his Mother having notice of it, did in her
hourly prayers as carneftly beg his life of God, as
the mother of St. Auguftine did, that he might be-
come a true Chriftian, and their prayers were both
fo heard, as to be granted. Which Mr. Hooker
would often mention with much joy, and pray that be
might never live to occafion any forrow to fo govd a Mo-
ther, whom be would often fay, be loved fo dearly, that
ve would endeavour to be good, even as much for ber
Jake, as for bis owan.

As {oon as he was perfetly recovered from his
ficknefs, he took a journey from Oxford to Exeter,
to fansty and {ee his good Mother, being accom-

panied with a countryman and companion of his own
C 4 College
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College, and both on foot; which was then either
more in fathion, or want of money, or their hu-

mility made it fo: but on foot they went, and took
Salifbury in their way, purpofely to fee the good
Bithop, who made Mr. Hooker and his companion
dine with him at his own table; which Mr. Hooker
boafted of with much joy and gratitude when he faw
his Mother and Friends: and at the Bithop’s parting
with him, the Bifthop gave him good counfel, and
his benediétion, but forgot to give him money ;
which when the Bifhop had ccnflidered, he fent a fer-
vant 1n all hafte to call Richard back to him: and
at Richard’s return, the Bifthop faid to him, Richard,
I fent for you back to lend you a borfe which bath car-
ried me many a mile, and I thank God with much eafe.
And prefently delivered into his hand a Walking-
{taff, with which he profefied he had travelled through
many parts of Germany. And he {aid, Ricbard, I do
not give, but lend you mny borfe; be fure you be honeft,
and bring my borfe back to me atl your return this way
to Oxford. And I do now give you ten groats to bear
your charges to Exeter s and bere is ten groats more,
which [ charge you to deliver to your Mother, and telf
ber, I fend ber a Bifhop’s Benediftion with it, and beg
the continuance of ber prayers for me. And if you bring
my borfe back to me I will give you ten groats more to
carry you on foot to the College: and fo God blefs you,
good Richard.

And this, you may believe, was performed by
both parties. But alas! the next news that followed
Mr. Hooker to Oxford was, That his learned and
charitable Patron had changed this for a better life.
Which may be believed, for that as he lived, {fo he
died, 1n devout meditation and prayer; and in both
fo zealouﬂy that it became a religious queftion,
Whether bis laft Ejaculations, or bis Sozzl, aid firft enter
znto Heaven 2

And now Mr. Hooker became a man of forrow

and fear: of forrow, for the lofs of fo dear and com-
fortable
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fortable a Patron; and of fear, for his future fubfift-
ence. But Mr. Cole raifed his {pirits from this
dejection, by bidding him go cheerfully to his ftu-
dies, and ‘affuring him, that he fhould neither want
food nor rayment, (which was the utmoft of his
hopes) for he would become his patron.

And {fo he was for about nine months, or not
much longer; for about that time the following ac-
cident did befal Mr. Hooker.

Edwin Sandys (then Bifhop of London, and after
Archbifhop of York) had alfo been in the days of
Queen Mary forced, by forfaking this, to feek fafety
in another nation; where for many years, Bifhop
Jewel and he were companions at bed and board in
Germany; and, where in this their exile, they did
often eat the bread of f{orrow, and by that means
they there began fuch a friendfhip, as time did not
blot out, but lafted till the death of Bifthop Jewel,
which was one thoufand five hundred {eventy and
one. A little before which time the two Bifthops
meeting, Jewel began a ftory of his Richard Hooker,
and in 1t gave {fuch a character of his learning and
manners, that though Bifthop Sandys was educated 1n
Cambridge, where he had obliged, and had many
friends; yet his refolution was, that his fon Edwin
thould be fent to Corpus Chrifti College in Oxford,
and by all means be pupil to Mr. Hooker, though
his fon Edwin was then almoft of the fame age:
for the Bithop faid, [ will have a tutor for my fon,
that fhall teach bim Learning by Inflruiiion, and Virtue
by Exampley and my greateft care fhall be of the laft,
and (God willing) this Richard Hooker fhall be the
man, into whofe bands I will commmit my Edwin. And
the Bithop did fo about twelve months after this
refolution.

And doubtlefs, as to thefe two, a better choice
could not be made: For Mr. Hooker was now in the
nineteenth year of his age; had {pent five in the

Umverfity ; and had by a conftant unwearied dili-
gence,



26 THE LIFE OF

gence, attained unto a perfection in all the learned
languages; by the help of which, an excellent
Tutor, and his unintermitted {tudy, he had made
the fubtilty of all the arts eafy and familiar to him-
felf, and ufeful for the difcovery of {fuch learning as
lay hid from common {earchers. So that by thefe,
added to his great reafon, and his induftry added
to both, be did not only know more of Caufes and Effells
but what be knew, be knew betier than other men.
- .AAnd with this knowledge he had a moft blefled and
clear method of demonftrating what he knew, to the
oreat advantage of all his pupils, (which 1n time
were many) but efpecially to his two firft, his dear
Edwin Sandys, and his as dear George Cranmer, of
which there will be a fair teftimony in the enfuing
relation. |

This for his Learning. And for his Behaviour,
amongft other teftimonies, this ftill remains of him,
that in four years he was but twiee abfent from the
Charpel Prayers ; and that his behaviour there was
fuch as fthewed an aweful reverence of that God
which he then worfhipped and prayed to; giving all
outward teftimonies that his affections were let on
heavenly things. 7This was his behaviour towards
God; and for that to man, it is obfervable, that he
was never known to be angry, or paflionate, or ex-
treme in any of his defires; never heard to repine or
difpute with Providence, but by a quiet gentle {ub-
miflion and refignation of his will to the wifdom of
his Creator, bore the burthen of the day with pa-
tience; never heard to utter an uncomely word :
And by this and a grave behaviour, which 1s a di-
vine charm, he becot an early reverence unto his
perfon, even from thofe that at other times, and in
other companies, took a liberty to caft off that
ftrictnefs of behaviour and difcourfe that is requir-
ed in a collegiate life. And when he took any li-
berty to be pleafant, his wit was never blemifhed

with {coffing, or the utterance of any conceit that
bordered
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bordered upon, or might beget a thought of loofe-
nefs in his hearers. Thus innocent and exemplary
was his behaviour in his College ; and thus this good
man continued till death ; {til] increaling in L.earn-
ing, 1n Patience, and Plety.

In this nineteenth year of his age, he was chofen,
December 24, 1573, to be one of the twenty Scholars
of the Foundation; being elefted and admitted as
born in Devonfhire; (out of which county a certain
number are to be elefted in vacancies by the Foun-
der’s Statutes.) And now he was much encourag-
ed ; for now he was perfetly incorporated into this
beloved College, which was then noted for an emi-
nent Library, {tri& Students, and remarkable Scho-
lars. And indeed it may glory, that 1t had Bifhop
Jewel, Dr. John Reynolds, and Dr. Thomas Jack{on,
of that Foundation. The firft, famous by his learned
Apology for the Church of England, and his Defence
of it againft Harding The fecond, for the learned
and wife manage of a publick difpute with John
Hart, of the Roman perfuafion, about the Head and
Faith of the Church, then printed by confent of
both parties. And the third, for his moft excellent
Expofition of the Creed, and for his other Treatifess
all fuch as have given greateft fatisfaction to men of
the greateft learning. Nor was this man more
eminent for his learning, than for his {triét and
pious life, teftified by his abundant love and cha-
rity to all.

In the year 1576, February 23, Mr. Hooker’s -
Grace was given him for Inceptor of Arts; Dr. Her-
bert Weitphaling, a man of noted learning, being
then Vice-Chancellor, and the A(t following he was
compleated Mafter, which was anno 1577, his
Patron, Dr. Cole, being that year Vice-Chancellor,
and his dear Friend, Henry Savil of Merton College,
then one of the Pro&ors. It was that Henry Savil,
that was after Sir Henry Savil, Warden of Merton

College, and Provoft of Eaton: he which founded
in
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in Oxford two faomous Leétures, and endowed them
with liberal maintenance. It was that Sir Henry
Savil that tranflated and enlightened, the Hiftory of
Cornelius Tacitus, with a moft excellent comment ;
and enriched the world by his laborious and charge-
able colleCting the {cattered pieces of St. Chryfoftom
and the publication of them ir one entire body in
Greek ; in which language he was a moft judicious
critick, It was this Sir Henry Savil that had the
happinefs to be a contemporary, and a moft familiar
friend to our Richard Hooker, and let pofterity
know it. “

And 1n this year of 1577, he was chofen Fellow
of the College: happy alfo in being the contem-
porary and friend of Dr. John Reynolds, of whom I
have lately {poken, and of Dr. Spencer; both which
were after, and fucceflively, made Prefidents of his
College: men of great learning and merit, and
famous in their generations.

Nor was Mr. Hooker more happy in his contem-
poraries of his time and College, than in the pupil-
age and friendfhip of his Edwin Sandys and George
Craniner, of whom my Reader may note, that this
¥Edwin Sandys was after Sir Edwin Sandys and as fa-
mous for his Speculum Europe as his brother George
for making pofterity beholden to his pen by a learn-
ed Relation and Comment on his dangerous and re-
markable Travels; and for his harmonious Tranfla-
tion of the Pfalms of David, the Book of Job, and
other poetical parts of holy Writ, into moft high
and elegant Verfe. And for Cranmer, his other pupil,
I fhall refer my Reader to the printed teftimonies
of our learned Mafter Cambden, the Lord Tottenes,
Fines Morifon, and others.

This Cranmer, whofe Chriftian name was George,
was a gentleman of fingular bope, the eldefp fon of
S bomas Cranmer, fon of Edmund Cranmer, the Arch-
bifhop’s brother : be f[pent much of bis youth in Corpus
Corifti College in Oxford, wkere be continued Mafter of

Arts
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Arts for many years before be removed, and then betook
bimfelf to travel, accompanying that worthy gentleman
Sir Edwin Sandys into France, Germany and Italy for
the [pace of three years 3 and after their bappy return,
he betook bimfelf to an employment wunder Secretary
- Davifon: after whofe fall, be wwent in place of Secretary
with Sir Henry Killegrew in bis embaflage into France ;
and after bis death be was fought after by the moft noble
Lord Mountjoy, with whom be went into Ireland, where
be remained, until in a battle againft the Rebels near
Charlinford, an unfortunate wound put an end both to bis
life, and the great bopes that were conceived of bim.

Betwixt Mr. Hooker and thefe his two pupils,
there was a facred friendfhip ; a friendfhip made up
of religious principles, which increafed daily by a
fimilitude of inclinations to the fame recreations
and ftudies; a friendfhip elemented in youth, and
in an Univerf{ity, free from {elf-ends, which the
friendfhips of age ufually are not. In this {weet,
this blefled, this fpiritual amity, they went on for
many years: And, as the holy Prophet {faith, {o
they took fweet counfel together, and walked in the boufe
of God as friends. By which means they improved it
to fuch a degree of amity, as bordered upon hea-
ven; a friendthip {o facred, that when it ended in
this world, it began in the next, where it fhall have
no end.

And, though this world cannot give any degree
of pleafure equal to fuch a friendfhip; yet obe-
dience to parents, and a defire to know the affairs, and
manners, and laws, and learning of other nations,
that they might thereby become the more fervice-
able unto their own, made them put off their gowns
and leave Mr. Hooker to his College: where he was
daily more afliduous in his ftudies, {till enriching his
quiet and capacious foul with the precious learning;
of the Philofophers, Cafuifts, and Schoolmen; and
with them the Foundation and Reafon of all Laws,

both facred and civil; and with {uch other learning
as
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as lay moft remote from the track of common
ftudies. And as he was diligent in thefe; {o he
feemed reftlefs in {fearching the fcope and intention
of God’s Spirit revealed to mankind in the facred
Scripture: for the underftanding of which, he
feemed to be affifted by the fame Spirit with which
they were written ; he that regardeth Truth in the
inward parts, making him to underftand Wifdom
fecretly., And the good man would often fay, Zhe
Scripture <was not writ to beget pride and difputations,
and Oppofition to Government; but Moderation, and
Charity, and Humility, and Obedience, and Peace, and
Piery in Mankind 3 of wbhich, no good Man did ever
repent bimfelf npon his death-bed. And that this was
really his judgment, did appear in his future writ-
ings, and in all the aftions of his life. Nor was
this excellent man a ftranger to the more light and
airy parts of learning, as mufick and poetry; all
which he had digefted, and made ufeful: and of
all which, the Reader will have a fair teftimony in
what follows.

Thus he continued his ftudies in all quietnefs for
the [pace of three or more years; about which time
he entered into Sacred Orders, and was made both
Deacon and Prieft ; and not long after, in obedience
to the College Statutes, he was to preach either at
St. Peter’s, Oxford, or at St. Paul’s Crofs, 1.ondon,
and the laft fell to his allotment.

In order to which Sermon to L.ondon he came, and
immediately to the Shunamites Houfe ; which 1s a
houfe {o called, for that, befides the ftipend paid
the Preacher, there is provifion made alfo for his
lodging and diet two days before, and one day
after his Sermon. This houfe was then kept by
John Churchman, fometimes a draper of good note in
Watling-Street, upon whom, after many years of
plenty, poverty had at laft come like an armed man,
and brought him into a neceflitous condition: which
though 1t be a punifhment, is not always an argu-

inent
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ment of God’s disfavour, for he was a virtuous man:
I fhall not yet give the like teftimony of his wife, but
leave the Reader to judge by what follows. But to
this houfe Mr. Hooker came fo wet, fo weary, and
weather-beaten, that he was never known to exprefs
more paffion, than againft a friend that diffuaded him
from footing it to London, and for hiring him no
eafier an horfe, ({fuppofing the horfe trotted when he
did not;) and at this time alfo, fuch a faintnefs and
fear poffeft him, that he would not be perfuaded two
days quietnefs, or any other means could be ufed to
make him able to preach his Sunday’s Sermon ; but
a warm bed, and reft, and drink proper for a cold,
given him by Miftrefs Churchman, and her diligent
attendance added unto it, enabled him to perform
the office of the day, which was in or about the year
one thoufand five hundred and eighty one.

And 1n this firft publick appearance to the world,
he was not {o happy as to be free from exceptions
againft a point of doctrine delivered in his Sermon,
which was, That in God there were two Wills: an an-
tecedent, and a confequent Will : bis firft Will, That all
mankind fbould be faved, but bis fecond Will was,
Thar thofe only [fbould be faved, that did live anfwerable
to that degree of Grace which be bad cffered ov afforded
them. ‘This feemed to crofs a late opinion of Mr.
Calvin’s, and then taken for granted by many that
had not a capacity to examine it, as it had been by
him, and had been fince by Dr. Jackfon, Dr. Ham-
mand, and others of great learning, who believe that
a contrary opinion trenches upon the honour and
juftice of our merciful God. How he juftified this,
I will not undertake to declare ; but it was not ex-
cepted againft (as Mr. Hooker declares in an occa-
iional aniwer to Mr. Travers) by John Elmer, then
Bithop or London, at this time one of -his auditors,
and at laft one of his advocates tao, when Mr. Hooker
was accufed for it.

But the juftifying of this do&rine did not prove ?f'
0
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fo bad confequence, as the kindnefs of Mrs. Church-
man’s curing him of his late diftemper and cold ; for
that was fo gratefully apprehended by Mr. Hooker,
that he thought himfelf bound in confcience to
believe all thst the faid: fo that the good man came
to be perfuaded by her, That ke was a man of a tender
conftitution ; and, that it was beff for bim to bave a
Wife, that might prove a nurfe to bim ; fuch a one as
might both prolong bis life, and make it more comfortable ;
and fuch a one, fbe could and would provide for bim,
if be thought fit to marry. And he not conflidering,
that tbe children cf this world are wifer in their ge-
neration than the children of [light; but, like a true
Nathaniel, who feared no guile, becaufe he meant
none; did give her fuch power as Eleazer was trufted
with, when he was fent to chufe a Wife for lfaac;
for even fo he trufted her to chufe for him, promifing
upon a fair fummons to return to London, and
accept of her choice; and he did {o in that or the
year following. INNow, the Wife provided for him,
was her daughter Joan, who brought him neither
beauty nor portion; and for her conditions, they
were too like that Wife’s, which 1s by Solomon com-
pared to a dripping houfe: f{o that he had no reafon
to rejoice in the Wife of bis youth, but rather to fay
with the holy Prophet, /770 is me that I am conftrained
to bave my babitation in the tents of Kedar!

‘This choice of Mr. Hooker’s (if it were his choice)
may be wondered at; but let us confider that the
Prophet Ezekiel {ays, There is a wheel within a wheel ;
a fecret facred wheel of Providence (efpecially in
marriages) guided by his hand, that allows not
the race to the [wift, nor bread to 1the wife, nor good
wives to good men: And he that can bring good
out of evil, (for mortals are blind to {fuch reafons)
only knows avhy this bleffing was denied to patient
Job, and (as fome think) to meek Mofes, and to our
as meek and patient Mr. Hooker. But {o 1t was;
and let the Reader ceafle to wonder, for Afflifzion is

@ divine
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a divine diet 3 which though it be unpleafing to man-
kind, yet Almighty God hath often, very often im-
pofed it as good, though bitter phyfick to thofe

 children whofe fouls are deareft to him.

And by this means the good man was drawn from
the tranquility of his College: from that garden
of piety, of plealure, of peace, and a f{weet con-
verfation, Into the thorny wildernefs of a buly
world ; into thole corroding cares that attend a
married prieft, and a country parfonage; which was
Draiton Beuchamp in Buckinghamihire, (not far
from Ailfbury, and in the Diocefe of Lincoln;) to
which he was prefented by John Cheney Eiquire,
(then Patron of it) the ninth of December 1584,
where he behaved himfelf fo, as to give no occafion
of evil, but (as St. Paul adviieth a Minifter of God)
in much paticnce, in affliéiions, in anguifbes, in neceffi-
ties, in poverty, and wno doubt in long-fuffering ; yet
troubling no man with his difcontents and wants.

And 1n this mean condition he continued about a
year ; in which time his two Pupils, Edwin Sandys
and George Cranmer, were returned from travel, and
took a journey to Draiton to fee their Tutor; where
they found him with a book in his hand (it was the
Odes of Horace) he being then tending his {fmall al-
lotment of fheep in a common field ; which he told
his Pupils he was forced to do, for that his fervant was
then gone home todine, and affift his Wife to do fome
neceflary houfhold bufinels. When his fervant re-
turned and releafed him, his two Pupils attended him
unto his houle, where their beft entertainment was
ulet company, which was prefently denied them ;
or Richard was called to rock the cradle; and
their welcome was {fo hike this, that they {taid bur
next morning, which was time enough to difcover
and pity their Tutor’s condition : and having in that
time remembered and paraphrafed on many of the
innocent recreations of their younger days, and
by other fuch like diver{ions, given him as much

VOL. I. D prefent
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prefent pleafure as their acceptable company and
difcourfe could afford him, they were forced to
Jeave him to the company of his Wife, and feek
themielves a quieter lodging. But at their parting
from him, Mr. Cranmer faid, Good Tutor, I am forry
your lot is fallen in no better ground, as to your Parfon-
age : And more forry your IWife proves not a more com-
fortable companion after you have wearied your thoughts
in your reftlefs fludies. 'To whom the good man re-
plied, Ay dear George, if Saints bave ufually a double
fhare in the miferies of this life, I that ain none, ought
not to repine at what my wife Creator bath appointed

for mes but labour, as indeed 1 do daily, to fubmit to

Made Maf-

ter of the

Temple,

bis will, and poffe/s my [foul in patience and peace.
At their return to I.ondon, EEdwin Sandys acquaints

his Father, (then Bifhop ot L.ondon, and after Arch-
bithop of York) with his Tutor’s fad condition, and
follicits for his removal to fome Benefice that might
oive him a more comfortable {ubfiftence; which his
Father did moft willingly grant him, when it fhould
next fall into his power. “And not long after this
time, which was 1n the year 1585, * Mr. Alvy (Maf-
ter of the Temiple) died, who was a man of a ftrit life,
of great learning, and of fo venerable behaviour, as to
oain {fucha decm,e of love and reverence from all men
that knew him, that he was generally known by the
name of Father Alvy. At the Temple Reading, next
after the death of this Father Alvy, the Archblfhop
of York being then at dinner with the Judges, the
Reader and Benchers of that fociety, he met there
with a condolement for the death of Father Alvy,
an high commendarion of his faint-like life, and of
his great merit both to God and man; and as they
bewailed his death, fo they wifhed for a like pattern
of virtue and learning to fucceed him. And here
came in a fair occafion for the Archbifhop to com-

* He was dead, and the place void in the month of Auguft,

Anno 1584. . S,
mend
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mend Mr. Hooker to Father Alvy’s place, which he
did with fo effetual an earneftnefs, and that feconded
with fo many other teftimonies of his worth, that
Mr. Hooker was fent for from. Draiton Beauchamp
to London, and there the Mafterfhip of the Temple
propofed unto him by the Bifhop, as a greater free-
dom from his country cares, the advantage of a bet-
ter {ociety, and a more liberal penfion than his parfon-
age did afford him. But thefe reafons were not
powerful enough to incline him to a willing accept-
ance of it: his wifh was rather to gain a better
country Living, where he might be free from wnoije,
(fo he expreft the defire of his heart) and eat that
bread which he might more properly call his own, in
privacy and quietnefs. But, notwithitanding this
averfenefs, he was at laft perfuaded to accept of the
Bithop’s propofal ; and was by * Patent for life made
Mafter of the Temple the 17th of March, 1583,
he being then in the 34th year of his age.

[ But before any mention was made of Mr. Hooker Endeavours
for this place, two other Divines were nominated |  Jiite
to {fucceed Alvey; whereof Mr. Walter Travers, a of theTem-
difciplinarian in his judgment and pra&ice, and?* I
Preacher here in the afternoons, was chief, and re-
commended by Alvey himfelf on his death-bed, to be
Matfter after him: and no marvel, for Alvey’s and
and ‘Travers’s principles did fomewhat corre{fpond.

And many gentlemen of the houfe defired him ;
which defire the Lord Treafurer Burghley was privy
to, and by their requeft, and his own inclination to-
wards him, being a good preacher, he moved the
Queen to aliow of him; for the difpoial of the placa

* This you may find in the Temple Records. Will. Erm-
{tead was Maiter of the Temple at the difiolution of the Priory,
and died z Eliz. Richard Alvy, DBat. Divinity, Pat. 13 Feb.
2 Eliz. Magifter five Cuftos Domits et Ecclefizz novi Templi;
died 27 LEliz.— Richard Hooker fucceeded that year by Patent,
1 terminis, as Alvy had it, and he left it 33 Eliz.~—That year
Dr. Belgey {ucceeded Rich. Hooker.

D 2. | Waca
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was in her. But Archbifhop Whitgift knew the'man,

and his hot temper and principles, from the time he
was Fellow of Trinity College, and had obferved his
fteps ever after: he knew how turbulently he had
carried himfelf at the College, how he had difowned
the Englifh eftablifhed Church and Epifcopacy, and
went to Geneva, and afterwards to Antwerp, to be
ordained Minifter, as he was by Villers and Cart-
wright, and others the Heads of a Congregation there;
and {o came back again more confirmed for the difci-
pline. And knowing how much the doétrine and
converfe of the Mafter to be placed here, would
influence the gentlemen, and their influence and au-
thority prevail in all parts of the realm, where their
habitations and eftates were, that careful Prelate

Oppofed by IHAd€ 1t his endeavour to ftop Traver’s coming In;

the Archb. and had a learned man 1n his view, and of principles
more conformable and agreeable to the Church,
namely, one Dr. Bond the Queen’s Chaplain, and
well known to her. She well underftanding the im-
portance of this place, and knowing by the Arch-
bithop what Travers was, by a letter he timely writ
to her Majelty upon the wvacancy, give particular
order to the 'I'reafurer to difcourfe with the Arch-
bithop about 1t.

‘The Lord Treafurer, hereupon, in a letter, con-
fulted with the faid Archbithop, and mentioned
Travers to him, as one defired by many of the
houfe. But the Archbifhop, in his anfwer, plainly
fignified to his Lordfhip, that he judged him alco-
oether unfit, for the reafons mentioned before; and
that he had recommended to the Queen Dr. Bond,
as a very fit perfon. But, however, the declined
him, fearing his bodily ftrength to perform the duty
of the place, as fhe did Travers for other caufes.
And by laying both afide, fhe avoided giving dif-
ouft to either of thofe great men. This Dr. Bond,
fecems to be that Dr. Nicolas Bend that afterwards

was
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was Prefident of Magdalen College, Oxon, and that
was much abufed by Martin Mar-Prelate,

Thefe particulars I have collected from a letter
of the Archbifhop to the Queen, and other letters
that pafled between the Archbithop and the Lord
Treafurer about this affair, while the Mafterthip was
vacant. The paffages whereof taken verdatim out of
their {aid Letters, may delerve here to be fpecified

for the {atisfaction of the Readers.

And firft, 1n the month of Auguft, upon the death
of the former Mafter, the Archbithop wrote this

letter unto the Queen,

IT may pleafe your Majefly to be advertifed, that The Archb.
to the Queen

the Maflerfbip of the Temple is vacant by the death o concerning
Mr. Alvey, The Living is not great, yet doth it re- the vacancy
quire a learned, difcreet, and wife man, in refpeft of the ;{cfhe Tem-
company there: who being well direfied and taught may
do much good elfewbere in the Commonwealth, as other-
wife alfo they may do much barm. And becaufe I bear
toere is fuit made to your Highnefs for one Mr. Travers,
L thought it my duty to figniy unto your Majefty, that
the faid Travers bath been, and is one of the chief and
principal authors of diflention in this Church, a con-

temner of the Book of Prayers, and of other Orders by Au-

thority effablifbed; an earneft fecker . of innovationy and
eitver in no degree of the Miniftry at all, or elfe ordered
beyond the feas; nor according to the form in this Church
of England ufed. Whofe placing in that room, efpecially
by your Majefly, would greatly animate the reft of that
Fallion, and do very much barm in [fundry refpests.

Your Majefty bath a Chaplain of your own, Dr.
Boind, a man in my opinion very fit for that office, and
willing alfo to take pains therein, if it fhall pleafe your
Highnefs to beflow it upon bim. Which I refer to your
own moft gracious difpofition : befeeching Almighty lGad

ong
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long to blefs, profper, and preferve your Ddajefty to bis
glory, and all our comforts.

Your Majefly’s moft faithful
Servant and Chanlain,

JO. CANTUAR.”

From Croyden, the of
Augulft, 1584.

Next, 1n a letter of the Archbithop to the L.ord
Treafurer, dated from L.ambeth, Sept. 14, 1584,
he hath thefe words:

The Arckb. [ befeech your Lordfbip to belp fuch an one to the

?r:ahff:ri‘r?rd Maflerfbip of the Temple as is known to be conformable
to the laws and orders eftablifbed 3 and a defender,
sot ¢ depraver of the prefent [flate and govermment.
He that now readeth there is nothing lefs, as I of mine
own knowledge and experience can tefiify. Dr. Bond is
defivous of it, and I know not a fitter man.

The Lord Treafurer in a letter to the Arch-
bifhop, dated from Oatlands, {(where the Queen now
was) Sept. 17, 1584, thus wrote:

The Lord THE Queen bath afked me what 1 thought of
realurcr to

the Archb, Lravers to be Mafter of the Temple. Whereunto I

anfwered, That at the requeft of Dr. Alvey in bis fick-

nefs, and a number of boneft gentlemen of the Temple, I

bad yielded my allowance of bim to the place, [o as be

would [hew bimfelf conformable to the Orders of tke

Church. Whereunto I was informed, that be wounld fo

be. But ber Majefly told me, that your Grace did not

fo allow of bim. Which, I [aid, might be for fome

things fuppofed to be written by him (in a book) inti-

tuled, De Difciplina Ecclefiaftica. Whereupon ber

NMceyefty commanded me to write to your Grace, to know

Your opinion, which I pray your Grace to [fignify unto

very as God fhall move you. Surely it were great pity,

that
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that any impediment fbould be occafion to the contrary ;
for be is well learned, very boneft, and well allowed, and
loved of the gemerality of that boufe. My. Bond told
me, that your Grace liked well of bhim sy and [o do 1
alfo, as of one well learned and boneft ; but, as I told
bim, if be came not to the place with fome applaufe of
the company, be fhall be weary thereof. And yer I com-
mended bim unto ber Majefly, if Travers f[bouid not
bave it. But ber Majefty thinks bim not fit for that
place, becanfe of bhis infirmities. Thus wifhing your
Grace affiffance of God’s Spirit, to govern your charge
unblameable.

Your Grace’s to command,
WILL. BURGHLEY.

From the Court at Qatlands,
the 27th. Sept. 1584.

Part of the Archbifhop’s letter in anfwer to this,
was to this tenor:

Mr. Travers, whom your Lordfbip names in your The Archb.
letter, is to no man better known, I think, than to my- ;’l::}‘ei‘:’;" *
felf o I did elect bim Fellow of Trinity College, being the Lord
before vejected by Dr. Beaumont for bisintolerable ffomach ; *¥e2fewers
whereof Ihbad alfo afterwards fuch experience, that I was
Jorced by due punifbment fo to weary bim, till bhe twas
Jain to travel, and depart from the College to Geneva,
otherwife be fhouid bave been expelled for want of con-

Jormity towards the orders of the bhoufe, and for bis per-
tinacy. INeither was theve ever any under our govern-
went, 11 whoin 1 found lefs fubmiffion and bumility than
in bim. Neverthelefs if time and years have now altered
that difpofition, (which I cannor believe, feeing yer no
toxen thereof, but rather the contrary) I will be as ready
Yo do bim good as any friend be hath. Otherwife I can-
not in duty but do my endeavour to keep him from that
place, where be may do fo much barm, and do little or no
good at all, For howfocver fome commend bim to your

D 4 Lordfhip
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Lordfhip and others, yet I think that the greater and
better number of both the Temples bave not fo good an
opinion of him. Sure I am, that divers grave, and of the
beft affelted of them, have [fbewed their mifliking of bim
to me 3 not only out of refpel of bis diforderlinels in the
manner of the Communion, and contempt of the Prayers,
but alfo of bis negligence in reading. Whofe Leftures, by
their rveport, are [o barren of matter, that bis bearers
take no commodity thereby.

The book De Difciplina Ecclefiaflica, by common
opinionn, bath been reputed of bis penning, fince the firft
publifhing of if. And by divers avguments I am moved
to make no doubt thereof. The drift of wbhich book is
wholly againft the State and Government. Where-
in alfo, among other things, be condemneth the taking
and paying of Firfl-fruits, Tenths, &Sc. And there-
Sore, unlefs be will teftify bis conformity by fubfcription,
as all others do, which now enter into Ecclefiaftical Liv-
ings ; and make proof unto me, that be is a Minifter
ordered according to the laws of this Church of England,
as I verily believe be is not, becaufe be forfook bis place
in the College upon that account, I can by no means yield
my confent to the placing bim there, or elfewbere, in any
Junétion of this Chyrch.]

And here I fhall make a ftop; and, that the
Reader may the better judge of what follows, give
him a charatter of the times, and temper of the
people of this nation, when Mr. Hooker had his
admiffion into this place: a place which he ac.
cepted, rather than defired; and yet here he pro-
mifed himfelf a virtuous quietnefs: that blefled
tranquility which he always prayed and laboured for ;
that fo he might in peace bring forth the fruits of
peace, and glorifty God by uninterrupted prayers
and praifes ; for this he always thirfted ; and yet this
was denied him. For his admiffion into this place
was the very beginning of thofe oppofitions and

anxieties, which till then this good man was a
{tranger
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ftranger to, and of which the Reader may guefs by

what follows.
In this charater of the times, I fhall, by the

Reader’s favour, and for his information, look fo far
back as to the beginning of the reign of Queen Eli-

'zabeth ; a time 1n which the many pretended titles to

' the crown, the frequent treafons, the doubts of her fuc-
. ceffor, the late civil war,and the fharp perfecution that
‘had raged to the effufion of {fo much blood in the reign

of Queen Mary, were frefh in the memory of all men;
and thefe begot fears in the moft pious and wifeft of

“this nation, left the like days fhould return again to
them or their prefent pofterity. The apprehenfion

of which dangers begot: an earneft defire of a fettle-
ment in the Church and State ; believing there was no
other way to make them {it quietly under their own
Vines and Fig-trees, and enjoy the defired fruit of
their labours. But time, and peace, and plenty, begot
{elf-ends; and thofe begot animolities, envy, oppofition,
and unthankfulnefs for thofe bleflings for which they

lately thirfted, being then the very utmoft of their

defires, and even beyond their hopes.

T'his was the temper of the times in the beginning
and progrefs of her reign; and thus it continued too
long: for thofe very people that had enjoyed the
defires of their hearts in a Reformation from the
Church of Rome, became at laft {o like the grave, as
never to be fatisfied; but were ftill thirfting for more
and more: neglecting to pay that obedience to
government, and perform thofe vows to God, which
they made in their days of adverfities and fears: fo
that 1n fhort time there appeared three feveral

interefts, each of them fearlefs and reftlefs in the
profecution of their defigns; they may for diftinétion

be called, The a¢tive Romaniits, the reftlefs Noncon-
formifts (of which there were many forts) and, the

paflive peaceable Proteftant. The counfels of the firft

confidered and refolved on in Rome : the fecond in

Scotland, 1n Geneva, and in divers fele&ed, fecret,
dangerous
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dangerous conventicles, both there, and within the
bofom of our own nation: the third pleaded and

defended their caufe by eftablithed laws, both eccle-
fiaftical and civil : and if they were active, 1twas to'
prevent the other two from deftroying what was by.

thofe known laws happily eftablifhed to them and
their poiterity.

I f{hall forbear to mention the very many and
dangerous plots of the Romanilts againit the Church
and State; becaufe, what is principally intended 1n
this digreflion, is an account of the opinions and
activity of the Nonconformifts; againft whofe judg-
ment and praétice Mr. Hooker became at laft, but

moit unwillingly, to be engaged in a book-war; a

war which he maintained not as againft an enemy,
but with the {pirit of meeknefs and reafon.

In which number of Nonconformifts, though fome

might be fincere and well-meaning men, whofe in-

aifcrcet zeal might be {o like charity, as thereby to.
cover a multitude of errors, yet of this party there

t
1

were many that were pofieft of an high degree of
fpiritual wickednefs; I mean with an 1nnate reftlefs
radical pride and malice; I mean not thofe leffer .
fins which are more vifible and more properly carnal,

and fins again{t a man’s felf, as gluttony and drunk-

:

ennefs, and the like (from which good L.ord deliver
us ;) but {ins of an higher nature; becaule more un- |
like to the nature of God, which is love, and mercy, °

and peace; and more like the Devil, (who is not a

oglutton, nor can be drunk; and yet 1s a Devil:)
thofe wickednefles of malice and revenge, and oppo-
fitton, and a complacence in working and beholding

confufion (which are more properly his work, who

1s the enemy and difturber of mankind; and
greater {ins, though many will not believe 1t) men

whom a furious zeal and prejudice had blinded, and

made incapable of hearing reafon, or adhering to the ;

ways of peace; men whom pride and felf-conceit had
made to overvalue their own wifdom, and become

pertinacious, |,
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Swmertinacious, and to hold foolith and unmannerly
ff’%‘gifputes againft thofe men which they ought to
ipeverence, and thofe laws which they ought to obey;
‘s'4nen that laboured and joyed to fpeak evil of govern-
““sment, and then to be the authors of confufion (of
-gonfufion as it is confufion :) whom company, and
.converfation, and cuftom had blinded, and made
‘infenfible that thefe were errors; and at laft became
fo reftlefs, and {o hardened in their opinions, that
like thofe which perifhed in the gain-faying of Core,
fo thefe died without repenting thefe {piritual wicked-
neffes, of which Coppinger and Hacket, and their
adherents, are too fad teftimonies.

~ And 1n thefe times, which tended thus to confu-
ficn, there were alfo many others that pretended to
tendernefs of confcience, refufing to fubmit to cere-
monies, or to take an oath before a lawful magif-
trate : and yet thefe very men did in their {ecret
conventicles, covenant and {wear to each other, to
‘be affiduous and faithful in ufing their beft endea-
vours to fet up a Church-government that they had
not agreed on. To which end, there were many
felet parties that wandered up and down, and were
active 1n fowing difcontents and fedition, by venem-
ous and fecret murmurings, and a difperfion of {fcur-
rilous pamphlets and libels againft the Church and
State ; but efpecially againft the Bithops; by which
‘means, together with very bold, and as indifcreet Ser-
mons, the common people became {o fanatick, as
St. Peter obferved there were in his time, fome that
wrefied the Scripture to their own deftruétion : {o by
thefe men, and this means many came to believe
the Bifhops to be Antichrift, and the only obftructors
of God’s difcipline ; and many of them were at laft
given over to {uch defperate delufions, as to find out
-a text 1n the Revelation of St. Jcohn, that Antichrift
. was 1o be vvercome by the fword, which they were very
iready to take into their hands. So that thofe very

-men, that began with tender meek Petitions, pro-
| ceeded
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ceeded to print publick Admonitions; and then to
{atyrical Remonftrances: and at laft, (having like
David, numbered who was not, and who was, for
their caufe,) they got a fuppofed certainty of {o great
a party, that they durft threaten firft the Bifhops, and
not long after, both the Queen and Parliament; to all
which they were fecretly encouraged by the Earl of
I.cicefter, then in great favour with her Majefty,
and the reputed cherifher and patron-general of
thefe pretenders to tendernefs of conicience; whom
lhe ufed as a facrilegious {nare to further his defign,
which was by their means to bring fuch an odium
upon the Bithops, as to procure an alienation of their
lands, and a large proportion of them for himfelf:
which avaricious defire had {o blinded his reafon,
that his ambitious and greedy hopes had almoft
Aattered him into prefent pofieflion of Lambeth-
Houle. |

And to thefe ftrange and dangerous undertakings,
the Nonconformiits of this nation were much encou-
raged and heightened by a correfpondence and con-
federacy with that brotherhood in Scotland; fo that
here they became {o bold, that one* told the Queen
openly 1n a Sermon, Sbe was like an untamed beifer,
that would not be ruled by God’s people, but obftrutied
bis difcipline. And in Scotland they were more con-
fident, for there+ they declared her an Atheift, and
grew to fuch an height as not to be accountable for
any thing [{poken againit her; no nor for trealon
againft theirown King, i1f {poken in the pulpit: fhewing
at laft fuch a difobedience even to him, that his
Mother being in England, and then in diftrefs, and
in prifon, and in danger of death, the Church denied
the King their prayers for her ; and at another time,
when he had appointed a day of feafting, their
Church declared for a general faft, in oppofition to .
his authority.

* Mr. Ijering.
+ See Bifhop Spotiwood’s Hiftory of the Church of S¢otland.

‘To
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To this height they were grown in both nations,

of the common people fuch other venemous and

‘turbulent principles, as were inconfiftent with the

fafety of the Church and State: and thefe, vented fo

‘daringly, that befide the lofs of life and limbs, the

Church and State were both forced to ufe {fuch other
{everities as will not admit of an excule, if 1t had not
been to prevent confufion, and the perillous confe-
quences of it ; which, without fuch prevention would
in a fhort time have brought unavoidable ruin and

“mifery to this numerous nation.

Thefe errors and animofities were fo remarkable,
that they begot wonder in an ingenious Italian, who
being about this time come newly into this nation,
writ {coffingly to a friend in his own country 3 That
the common people of England were wifer than the wileft
of bis nation; for bere the very women and [hopkeepers
were able to judge of Predeftination, and determine what
laws were fit to be made concerning Church-government ;

then, what were fit to be obeyed or abolifhed. That they
- were more able (or at leaft thought [o) ro raife and deter~

mine perplexed cales of confcicnce, than the moft learned
Colleges in Italy, That men of the flighteft learning, and
the maoft ignorant of the common people were mad for @
new, or Super or Re-Reformation of Religion ; and
that in this they appeared like that man, who would
never ceafe to whet, and wwhet bis knife, till there
was no fleel left to make it ufefu/. And he con-
concluded his Letter with this obfervation, That thofe
very men that were moft bufy in oppcfitions and difputa-
tions, and controverfies, and finding out the foults of
toeiy Governors, bad ufually the leaft of bumility and
moriification, or of the power of godlinefs.

And to heighten all thefe difcontents and dangers,
there was alfo {prung up a generation of godlefs
men ; men that had {o long given way to their own
lufts and delufions ; and had {o often, and fo highly
oppofed the blefled motions of the blefled Spirir,

and
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and the inward light of their own coniciences, that
they had thereby finned themfielves to a belief of
what they would, but were not able to believe : 1nto
a belief, which is repugnant even to human nature
(for the Heathens believe there are many Geods;)
but thele have {inned themielves into a belief, that
there is no God; and {o finding nothing in them-
felves, but what is worfe than nothing, began to with
what they were not able to hope for, Thar they fhould
be like the beafts that perifb; and, in wicked company
(which 1s the Atheifts {fanétuary) were {fo bold as to
fay fo: though the worft of mankind, when he is
left alone at midnight, may wifh, but cannot then
think 1t. Into this wretched, this reprobate condition,
many had then finned themfielves.

And now! when the Church was peftered with
them, and with all thefe other irregularities ; when
her lands were 1n danger of alienation, her power at
leaft neglected, and her peace torn 1n pieces by
feveral {chifms, and {uch herefies as do ufually attend
that {in: when the common people {eemed ambitious
of doing thofe very things which were attended with
moft dangers, that thereby they might be punithed,
and then applauded and pitied: when they called the
{pirit of oppofition a tender conicience, and com-
plained of perfecution, becauie they wanted power
to perfecute others: when the giddy multitude raged,
and became reftlefs to find out mifery for themiclves
and others; and the rabble would herd themfielves
together, and endeavour to govern and act in {pight
of authority. In this extremity, fear, and danger of
the Church and State, when to {upprefs the growing
evils of both, they needed a man of prudence and
piety, and of an high and fearlefs fortitude; they
were bleft 1n 2ll by John Whitgift his being made
Archbithop of Canterbury ; of whom ingenious Sir
Henry Wotton (that knew him well) hath left this
true charalter, That be was a man of e reverend and

Jacred memory 5 and of the primitive teinper : a man of

Juci
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ﬁ,cb a temper, as when the Church by lowlinefs of [pirit
" did flourifb in bigheft examples of virtue.
* And though I dare not undertake to add to his
character, yet I fhall neither do right to this dif-
courfe, nor to my Reader, if I forbear to give himn
a further and fhort account of the life and man-
ners of this excellent iman; and it fhall be fhort,
for I long to end this digreflion, that I may lead my
Reader back to Mr. Hooker, where we left him at
the Temple.
- John Whitgift was born in the county of Lincoln, Some ac-

count of

of a family that was ancient, and noted to be pru- Whitsift,
dent and affable, and gentle by nature. He was Archbithop
educated in Cambridge ; much of his learning was Eil.?fm"'
acquired in Pembroke-Hall (where Mr. Bradford
the Martyr was his Tutor:) from thence he was re-
moved to Peter-Houfe; from thence to be Mafter
of Pembroke-Hall; and from thence to the Mafter
fhip of Trinity College. About which time the
Queen made him her Chaplain; and not long after
- Prebend of Ely, and then Dean of IL.incoln; and
having for many years paft looked upon him with
much reverence and favour, gave him a fair tef-
timony of both, by giving him the Bifhoprick of
Worcelter, and (which was not an ufual favour)
forgiving him his firft-fruits; then by conftituting
him Vice-Prefident of the Principality of Wales.
And having for feveral years experimented his wif-
dom, his juftice and moderation in the manage of her
affairs, in both thefe places, fhe in the twenty-
fixth of her reign made him Archbifhop of Can-
terbury; and, not long after, of her Privy Council ;
and trufted him to manaze zll her ecclefia®ical
affairs. and preferments. In all which removes, he
was like the Ark, which let a blefling upon the
‘Place where it refted ; and in all his employments,
was like Jehoida that did good unto Iffael.
- Thefe were the fteps of this Bifhop’s afcenfion to
this place of dignity and cares; in which place (to
Ipeak

P L7,
|
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{fpeak Mr. Camden’s very words in his Annals,) be
devoutly confecrated both bis whole life to God, and bis
painful labours to the good of bis Church. And yet in
~ this place he met with many oppofitions in the regu-
Iation of church affairs, which were much difordered
at his entrance, by reafon of the age and* remiflnefs
of Bithop Grindal (his immediate predeceflor) the
ativity of the Nonconformifts, and their chief affiftant
the Earl of Leicefter; and indeed, by too many others
of the like facriligeous principles. With thefe he was
to encounter ; and though he wanted neither courage
nor a good caufe, yet he forefaw, that without a great
meafure of the Queen’s favour, 1t was 1mpofiible to
{tand in the breach that was made into the lands and
immunides of the Church, or to maintain the remain-
ing rights of it. And therefore by juftifiable facred
infinuations, fuch as St. Paul to Agrippa, (Aerippa,
believeft thou? 1 know thou believeft ) he wrought him-
felf into fo great a degree of favour with her, as by
his pious ufe of it, hath got both of them a greater .
degree of fame in this world, and of glory in thatf
into which they are now entered. g‘
Fis merits to the Queen, and her favours to him
were fuch, that fbe called bim ber little black bufband,
and called bis [ervants ber fervants: and fhe faw {o"
vifible and blefled a fincerity thine 1n all his cares |
and endeavours for the Church’s, and for her good,
that fhe was fuppofed to truft him with the very
fecrets of her {oul, and to make him her Confeffor : of |
~which fhe gave many fair teftimonies; and of which,
one was, that fbe would never eat flefb in Lent, with-
out obtasning a licence from ber little black bufband : and
would often {ay, fbe pitied bim becaufe jfhe trufted bim,
and bad eafed berfelf by laying the burtben of all ber

* Or rather by reafon of his fufpenfion and fequeftration,
which he lay under, (together with the Queen’s difpleafure) for
fome years, when the ecclefiaftic affairs were managed by certain |

Ci\’iliansn J . Sl ;
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e lergy~cares upon bis [boulders, wbich [be was certain
%o managed with prudence and piety.
w4 I fhall not keep myfelf within the promifed rules
of brevity in this account of his intereft with her
““@VIajefty, and her care of the Church’s Rights, if in
#ithis digreflion I fhould enlarge to particulars; and
#éand therefore my defire is, that one example may
Herve for a teftimony of both. And that the Reader
@@ay the better underftand it, he may take notice,
- “that not many years before his being made Arch-
bithop, there paffed an Al or Adlts of Parlia-
ment, intending the better prefervation of Church-
lands, by recalling a power which was vefted in
gthers to fell or leafe them, by lodging and trufting
“the future care and protection of them only in the
“Crown : and amongft many that made a bad ufe
of this power or truft of the Queen’s, the Earl
~of Leicefter was one; and the good Bithop having
#by his intereft with her Majefty put a ftop to the
“f.arl’s facrilegious defigns, they two fell to an open
#oppolition before her ; after which they both quitted
‘fthe room, not friends in appearance. But the Bi-
Zfhop made a fudden and a feafonable return to her
‘WMajefty, (for he found her alone) and {pake to her
“with great humility and reverence, and to this
purpoie: |

- b -
- 5", - -
" a ome. -
T, ~ ':- "I Fl
A, . L oy -
; L ) o e u

v A befeech your Majefly to bear me with paticnce, and i Specch
o believe that your’s and the Church’s fafety are dearer t the
Yo me than my life, but my confcience dearer than both: =™
;%ﬂd toerefore give me leave to do my duty, and tell you,

4bat Princes ave deputed nurfing Fatbers of the Church,

wnd owe it a proteftion ; and therefore God forbid that

you JShould be fo much as paffive in ber ruin, when youw

way prevent it 5 or that I fhould bebold it without horror

bnd detefiation y or fbould forbear to tell your Majefty of

Joe fin and danger.  And though you and myfelf are born

21 an age of frailties, when the primitive picty and care

of the Church’s Lands and Immnunities are much decayed ;
VoL, 1. E Jet

+
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yet ( Madam) let me beg that you will but firft confider,
and then you will believe there are fuch fins as Propbane-
nefs and Sacrilege 5 for if there were not, they could not
bave names tn boly W'svit : and particularly in the New
Teftament. And I befeech you to comfider, that though
our Saviour (aid, He judged no man; and to teftify it,
wonld not judge nor divide the inberitance betwixt the
two brethren, nor would judge the woman taken in adul-
tery 5 yet in this point of the Church’s Rights, he was
fo zealous, that be made bimfelf both the accufer and the
Judge, and the executioner to punifb thefe fins 5 witneffed,
in that be bimfelf made the whip to drive the propbaners
out of the temple ; cverthrew the tables of the money.
changers, and drove them out of it. And confider, that
it was St. Paul that [aid to thofe Chriftians of bis time
that were offended with idolatry, yet, 'Thou that ab-
horreft Idols, doft thou commit Sacrilege ? fuppo/ing,
L think, Sacrilege to be the greater fin. This may oc-
cafion your Muajefly to confider, that there is fuch a fin as
Sacrilepe s and to incline you to prevent the curfe that
will follow it, I befeech you alfo to confider, that Con-.
Sflantine the firft Chriftian Emperor, and Helena bis
Nother ;5 that King Edgar, and Edward the Confeffor,
and indeed many others of your predeceffors, and many
private Chriftians, bave alfo given to God, and to bis
Church, much land, and many tmmunities, which they
might have given to thofe of their own families, and did
ot 5 but gave them as an abfolute right and [acrifice to
God: and with thefe immunities and lands they have en-
tailed a curfe upon the alienators of them; God preven
your Majefty from being liable to that curfe. -'

And, to make you that are trufted with their prefer-
vation, the better to underftand the danger of it 5 I be-
Jfeech you forget nmol, that, befides thefe curfes, tix
Church’s Land and power have been alfo endeavoured to.
be preferved, as far as buman reafon and the law of this,
nation bave been able to preferve them, by an immediale
and moff facred obligation on the confciences of vt

Princes cf this realm. For they that confult Magna:

; ey o — =
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. Charta, [hall find, that as all your predeceflors were at
‘their coronation, o you alfo were [fworn before all the
Nobility and Bifbops then prefent, and in the prefence of
God, and in bis flead to bim that anointed you, to
maintain the Church-lands, and the Rights belong-
ing to 1t; and this teftified openly at the boly Altar, by
laying your bands on the Bible then [ying upon it. And
not only Magna Charta, but many modern flatutes have
denounced a curfe upon thofe that break Magna Charta.
And now what account can be given for the breach of
this oath at the laft great day, either by your Majefty
Cor by me, if it be wilfully, or but negligently violated,
I know mnot. |

And therefore, good NMadam, let not the late Lord’s
exceptions againft the failings of fome few Clergymen
prevail with you to punifh pofierity for the ervors of this
prefent age s let particular wen [uffer for their particu-
lar errors, but let God and his Church bawve their right :
and though I pretend not to prophefy, yer I beg pofterity
to take notice of what is already become vifible in many
families ;s That Church ~land, added to aun ancient
inberitance, bath proved like a moth fretting a gar-
menty and fecretly confumed both : or like the eagle
that ftole a ccal from the altar, and the-eby fet her neft
on fire, which confumed both ber young eagles, and ber-
Jelf that ficle it.  And, though I fhall forbear to_[peak
reproachfully of your Father : yet, I beg you to take no-
tice, that a part of the Church’s Rights, added to the
vaft treafure left biin by bis Father, bath been conceived
. L0 bring an unavoidable confumption upon both, notwith-

Standing all bis diligence to preferve it.

- And confider, that after the violation cf thofz laws,
to woico be bad [wern in Magna Charta, God did Jo
far deny bim bis reffraining grace, that be fell into
greater fins than 1 am willing 1o mention. Madam,
Religion is the foundation and cement of human Jo-.
s ctelies:  and, when they that ferve ar God’s altar
s fhall be expofed to poverty, then Religion itfelf will be
s expofed to frorm, and become contemptible; as you may
! b o2 already
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already obferve in too many poor vicarages in this na-
tion. And therefore, as you are by a late A or Afls
entrufled with a great power to preferve or wafle the
Church’s Lands; yet, difpofe of them for Fefus fake as
the donors intended : let neither falfhood nor flattery be-
guile you to do otherwife, and put a flop (1 befeech you)
2o the approaching ruins of God’s Church; as you expelt
comfort at the laft great day ; for Kings muft be judged,
Pardon this affettionate plainnefs, my mof}t dear Sovereign,
and let me beg to be fill continued in your favour;
and the Lord ftill continue you in bis.

The Queen’s patient hearing this affectionate
fpeech, her future care to preferve the Church’s
Rights, which till then had been neglected, may ap-
pear a fair teflimony, that he made her’s and the
Church’s good, the chiefeft of his cares, and that
fthe alfo thought fo. And of this, there were fuch
daily teftimonies given, as begot betwixt them fo
mutual a joy and confidence, that they feemed born
to believe and do good to each other: fhe not doubt-
ing his piety to be more than all his oppofers, which
were many, and thofe powerful too; nor his pru-
dence equal to the chiefeft of her Council, who were
then as remarkable for acive wifdom, as thofe dan-
gerous times did require, or this nation did ever en-
joy. And in this condition he continued twenty
years, in which time he faw fome flowings, but many
more ebbings of her favour towards all men that op-
poled him, efpecially the Earl of Leicefter : {o that
God feemed ftil]l to keep him in her favour, that he
might prefcrve the remaining Church-lands and 1m-
munities from {acrilegious alienations. And this
good man deferved all the honour and power with
which fhe trufted him; for he was a plous man, and
naturally of noble and grateful principles: he eafed
her of all her Church-cares by his wife manage of
them ; he gave her faithful and prudent counfels in

all the extremities and dangers of her temporal af-
fairs,
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I}“"f'a'irs.. which were very many; he lived to be the

" chief comfort of her lite in her declining age; to be
“then moft frequently with her, and her affiftant at

“her private devotions; to be the greateft comfort of

‘her foul upon her death-bed, to be prefent at the ex-

piration of her laft breath ; and to behold the clofing
of thofe eyes that had long looked upon him with
reverence and affeétion. And let this alfo be added,
that he was her chief mourner at her fad funeral;
nor let this be forgotten, that within a few hours af-

ter her death, he was the happy proclaimer that
King James (her peaceful fucceflor) was heir to the
Crown.

Let me beg of my Reader, that he allow me to fay a
little, and but a little more of this good Bifhop, and I
fhall then prefently lead himback to Mr. Hooker; and,
becaufe I would haften, I will mention but one part
of the Bifthop’s charity and humility ; but this of both.
He built a large Alms-houfe near to his own pa-
lace at Croyden in Surry, and endowed it with main-
tenance for a Mafter and twenty-eight poor men and
women ; which he vifited {o often, that he knew
their names and difpofitions ; and was {o truly hum-
ble, that he called them brothers and fifters: and
whenfoever the Queen defcended to that lowlinefs

to dine with him at his palace in Lambeth, (which

was very often) he would ufually the next day fhew
the like lowlinefs to his poor brothers and fifters at

Croyden, and dine with them at his Hofpital; at

which time, you may believe there was joy at the

table.

And at this place he built alfo a fair Free-{chool,

with a good accommodation and maintenance for the
Mafter and Scholars. Which gave juft occafion for

Boyle Sifi, then Embaflador for the French King,

-and refident here, at the Bifhop’s death, to fay, The

i

Bifbop had publifbed many learned books, bur a Free-

fchool to train up youtb, and an Hofpital to lodee and

rmaintain aged and poor people, were the beft evidences

¢

of
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of Chriftian Learning that a Bifhop could leave to pofie-
rity. This good Bifhop lived to {fee King James fet-
tled in peace, and then fell {ick at Lambeth; of
which, the King having notice, went to vifit him,
and found him in his bed in a declining condition,
and very weak : and after {fome fhort difcourfe, the
King aflured him, He bad a great affeiiion for hbim,
and bigh value for bis prudence and virtues, which were
fo ufeful for the Church, that be would earneftly beg bis
life of God. To which he replied, Pro Ecclefia De,
pro Ecclefia Dei: which were the laft words he ever
{pake; ctherein teftifying, that as in his life, {o at
his death, his chiefelt care was of (od’s Church.

This John Whitgift was made Archbithop in the
vear 1583. In which bufy place, he continued
twenty years and {fome months; and in which tune,
you may believe he had many trials of his courage and
patience ; but his motto was, Fiucit, qui patitur
1. €. He conquers that endures. And he made it good.
Many of his many trials were occafioned by the then
poweriul Earl of Leicefter, who did ftill (burt {fe-
cretly) raife and cherifh a faltion of Nonconform-
i{ts to oppofe him ; efpecially one Thomas Cart-
wright, a man of noted learning; {fome time con-
temporary with the Bifhop in Cambridge, and of
the fame college, of which Dr. Whitgifr, before he
was Bithop, was Mafter : in which place there be-
ogan fome emulations, (the particulars I forbear) and
at laft open and high oppofitions betwixt them, and
in which you may believe Mr. Cartwright was moft
faulty, if his expulfion out of the Univerfity can
incline you to It.

And in this difcontent, long before the Earl’s
death (which was 1588) Mr. Cartwright appeared
a chief cherither of the party that were for the Ge-
neva Church-governmenty and to eftect it, he ran
himfelf into many dangers both of liberty and life;.
appearing to juftify himfelf and his party in many,
remonftrances ; (efpecially that called the Admonition -

10
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. o the Parliament.) Which laft he caufed .to be

_printed; to which, the Doétor made an anfwer, and
. Cartwright replied upon him; and then the Doéor
having rejoined to his reply, ( however Mr. Cart-
~wright would not be fatisfied) he wrote no more,
but left the Reader to be judege which had maintain-
- ed their cauic with moft charity and reafon. [ And
to pofterity he left fuch a learned and moft ufeful
book, as does abundantly eftablifh the Reformation
and Conftitution of our Church, and vindicate it
‘again(t all the cavils of the innovators.]

Aiter {lome years the Do&or being preferred to
the Sce, brit of Worcelter, and then of Canterbury,
Mr. Cartwright, after his fhare of trouble and im-
prifonment (for {fetting up new Prefbyteries in divers
places, again{t the eftablifhed order) having received
from the Archbifhop many perfonal favours, retired
himfeif to a more private living, which was at War-
wick, where he became Mafter of an Hofpital, and
lived quietly, and grew rich; and where the Arch-
bifhop gave him a licence to preach, upon promife
not to meddle with controverfies, but incline his
hearers to piety and moderation : and this promife
he kept during his life, which ended 1602, the
Archbifhop furviving him but one year, each ending
his days in perfect charity with the other.

["T1s true, the Archbifthop treated Cartwright
with fuch a civility as gained much upon him, and
made him declare unto his patron, the Earl of Lei-
cefter, how much the Archbifhop’s humane carriage
had endeared him to him; and withal fhewed his
defire that he might have liberty fometimes to have
acceis to him; profefiing that he would feek to per-
fuade all with whom he had concern and converle,
to keep up an union with the Church of England.
T'his, [ fay, is certain; but it is not fo-certain, that
the Archbifthop gave Carctwright a licence to preach.
It appears, that in the year 585, he refufed to grant

It hum, however folicited by Leicefter’s own letter to
) - do
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do it: and, notwithftanding Cartwright’s promifes,
he required more {pace of time to be fatisfied of his
conformity. For the elucidation whereof, and fome
further light into this matter, let both thefe letters
be read and confidered ; the former, of the Earl to
the Archbifthop; the latrer, of the Archbifhop to

the Earl.

- My Good Lord,
The Eatl of <€ J AJOST heartily thank you for your Sfavourable

Leicefter to

the Archbi- @#d courteous yfage of Mr. Cartwright, who bath [o
fhop con-  pxceeding kindly taken it alfo, as, I affure your Grace,

ccrning Mr,

Cartwright. D€ cannot [peak enough of it. Itruff it fhall do a great
deal of good. And ke protefleth and profefleth to ine, to
take no other courfe, but to the drawing of all men to the

unity of tbe Church: and that your Grace bath [o dealt

with bim, as no man fhall fo command bim, and difpofe
of bim, as you fball : and doth mean to ler this opinion

publickly be known, even in the pulpit ; (if your Grace

fo perinit bim) what be bimfelf (will,] and would all
otbers fhould do, for obedience to the laws effablifbed.

And if any little feruple be, it is not great, and eafy to
be reformed by your Grace; whom I do maft beartily

entreat to continue Your favour and countenance towards

bim, with [uch accefs fometimes as your leifure may per-
mit. For 1 perceive be doth much defive and crave it,

EFc. Thus, my good Lord, praying to God to blefs bis
Church, and to make bis fervants conftant and faithful,
1 bid your Grace farewel.

«“ Your Grace’s very affured Friend,

« ROB. LEICESTER.”

At the Court, this 14th
of July.

Anfwer.

To which letter the Archbifhop returned this |

t

“My

o
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Y« MR. Cartwright fball be welcome to me at all The Arche

I hope be will, be fhall find me willing to do him any
good ; but to grant unto bim, as yet, my licence to preach,
without longer trial, I cannot; efpecially feeing be pro-
2efteth bimfelf to be of the fame mind be was at the writ-
ing of bis book, for the matter thereof, though not for
the manner 5 myfelf alfo, I thank God, not altered in any
point by me [et down, to the contrary; and knowing
many things (in bis book] to be very dangerous. Where-
Jore, notwithftanding, I am content and ready to be at
peace with bim, [o long as be liveth peaceably ; yet doth
mry confeience and duty forbid me to give unto him any
Sfurther publick approbation, until I be better perfuaded
of bis conformity. And fo being bold to ufe my accuftomed

"fﬁme;, and ufing bimfelf quictly, as becomes him, and as

Dlainnefs with your good Lordfhip, I commit you to the
duition of Almighty God ;5 this 17th of Fuly, 1585.]

And now after this long digreflion made for the
“information of my Reader concerning what follows, I
bring him back to venerable Mr. Hooker, where we
left him in the T'emple, and were we fhall find him
as deeply engaged in a controverfy with Walter
Travers, a friend and favourite of Mr. Cartwright’s,
as Dr. Whitgift had ever been with Mr. Cartwright
himfelf, and of which, I fhall proceed to give this
following account,

~ And firft this; that though the pens of Mr. Cart-
“wright and Dr. Whitgift were now at reft, and had
been a great while, yet there was fprung up a new
generation of reftlefs men, that by company and cla-
mours became pofieft of a faith which they ought to
have kept to themfelves, but could not: men that
_were become pofitive in aflerting, Thar o Papift can-
.10t be faved : infomuch, that about this time, at the
‘execution of the Queen of Scots, the Bifhop that

.preached her funeral Sermon (which was Dr. How-
" land,

bithoo to
the Earl:
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land, then Bithop of Peterborough) was reviled for
not being pofitive for her damnation. And befides
this boldnefs of their becoming Gods, {o far as to fet
hmits to his merctes; there was not only Martin
Mar- Prelate, but other venomous books daily printed
and difperfed : books that were {fo abfurd and {cur-
rilous, that the graver Divines difdained them an
anfwer. And yet thefe were grown 1into high efteem
with the common people, till Tom Nafh appeared
again{t them all, who was a man of a ftharp wit, and
the mafter of a {coffing fatyrical merry pen, which he
employed to difcover the abfurdities of thofe blind,
malicicus, {enfclefs Pamphlets, and Serimons as {enfe-
lefs as they. Nafh’s anfwers being like his books,
which bore thele titles, A4n Almond for Parrot; A
Fig for my God-fon; Come crack me this Nut, and
the like; fo that his merry wit made {uch a difcovery
of their abfurdities, as (which 1s ftrange) he put a
greater {top to thefe malicious Pamphlets, than a
much wifer man had been able. |
The Contr. . And now the Reader is to take notice, that at the
Hooker and death of Father Alvy, who was Mafter of the Tem-
Traverse  ple, this Walter Travers was Lecéturer there for the
evening Sermons, which he preached with great ap-
probation, efpecially of the younger gentlemen of
that fociety; and fer the moit part approved by M.
Hooker himiclf, in the midft of their oppofitions.
For he continued Lecturer a part-of his time; Mr.
Travers being indeed a man of competent learning,
cf winning belmviom, of a blamelefs life. But he
had taken “Orders by the Prefbyters in Antwerp, and
if in any thing he was traniported, it was in an
extreme defire to fet up that government in this
naticn : for the premoting of which he had a corref-
pondence w:th Thecdore Beza at Geneva, and cthers
in Scotland ; and was one of the chiefeflt affiftants to:
Mr. Cartwricht in this defign.
Mr. 1ravers had alio a particular hope to fet up:

this government 1n the Temple, and to that end,
ufcd
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wufed his endeavours to be Mafter of it; and his being
- difappointed by Mr. Hooker’s admittance, proved
 fome occafion of his oppofition of Mr. Hooker’s

.Sermons publickly in the pulpit. Many of which
~ were concerning the doétrine, difcipline and ceremo-
nies of this Church: and Mr. Hooker again pub-
lickly juftified his doctrine againft the other’s excep-
tions. Infomuch, that as St. PPaul withftood St.
Peter to his face, {o did they. For as one hath plea-
fantly expreft it, The forenoon Sermons [peak Canterbury,
and the afternoons, Geneva.

In thefe Sermons there was little of bitternefs, but
each party brought all the realons he was able, to
prove his adverfary’s opinions erroneous. And thus
it continued for a time, till the oppofitions became
fo high, and the confequences {fo dangerous, efpecially
in that place, that the prudent Archbifhop put a ftop
to Mr. T'ravers’s preaching, by a pofitive prohibition;
[and that chiefly becaufe of his foreign Ordination.]
Againft which Mr. Travers appealed and petitioned
her Majefty and her Privy Council to have it re-
called, where he met with many affifting powerful
friends ; but they were not able to prevail with or
againft the Archbifthop, whom the Queen had in-
trufted with all Church-power ; and he had received
fo fair a teftimony of Mr. Hooker’s principles and of
his learning and moderation, that. he withi{tood all
folicitations. But the denying this petition of Mr.
Travers was unpleafant to divers of his party, and
the reafonablenefs of it became at laft to be {o mag-
nified by them and many others, as never to be
anfwered : fo that intending the Bifhop’s and Mr.
Hooker’s difgrace, they procured it to be privately
printed and {cattered abroad; and then Mr. Hooker
was forced to appear as -publickly, and print an
anfwer to it, which he did, and dedicated it to the
Archbifhop ; and it proved fo full an anfwer, to have
in 1t {fo much of clear reafon, and writ with fo much
mceknefs and majefty of ftile, that the Bithop began

to
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to wonder at the man, to rejoice that he had appear.
ed in his caufe, and difdained not earneftly to beg
his friendfhip; even a familiar friendfhip with a
man of fo much quiet learning and humility.

To enumerate the many particular points, in
which Mr. Hooker and Mr. Travers diffented (all or
moit of which I have {een written) would prove at
leaft tedious: and therefore I fhall impofe upon my
Reader no more than two, which fhall immediately
follow, and by which, he may judge of the reft.

Mr. Travers excepted againit Mr. Hooker, for
that in one of his Sermons he declared, That tbe
allurance of what we believe by the Word of God, is not
26 us fo certain as ihat which we perceive by Senfe.
And NIr. Hooker confefleth he faid fo, and endea-

vours to juftity it by the reafons following.

Firft, I taught, that the things which God promifes
in bis Word, are not furer to us than that we touch,
bandle or fee: but are we [o [ure and certain of them?
If we be, why doth God fo often prove bis promifes to us
as be doth, by arguments drawn from our [enfible
experience ¢ For we muft be furer of the proof, than
of the things proved; otherwife it is no proof. For
example, bow is it that many men looking on the moon at
zhe [ame time, every one knoweth it to be the moon as
certainly as the other doth ¢ But many believing one and
2ie fame promife, have not all the fame fulnefs of perfua-
Sion. For bow falleth it out, that men being affured of
any thing by Senfe, can be no furer of it than they are;
when as the ftrongeft in Faith that liveth upon the earth,
bas always need to labour, firive and pray, that bis
alfurance concerning beavenly and [fpiritual things, may
grow, increafe, and be augmented g

‘The Sermon that gave him the caufe of this his jufti-
fication, makes the cafe more plain, by declaring,
That there is befides this certainty of evidence, a certainty

of adberence. In which, having moft excellenty de- .
monftrated
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B . :

" “monftrated what the certainty of adherence is, he

" ‘makes this comfortable ufe of it: Comfortable (he

- fays) as to qweak believers, who ju}?pq_/é tbl?mﬁz've: to be
faithlefs, not to believe, when notwithffanding they bave
Yoeir adberence 5 the Holy Spirit hath bis private opera-
tions, and worketh [ecretly in them, and effelfually too,

gbough they want ihe inward teftimony of if.
Tell this to a man that hath a mind too much de-

je€ted by a fad fenfe of his Sin; to one that by a too
fevere judging of himfelf, concludes that he wants
Faith,becaufe he wants the comfortable affurance of it;
and his anfwer will be, Do not perfuade me againft my
knowledge againft what I find and feel in myfelf: I do not,
I know I do not believe. (Mr. Hooker’s own words
follow) Well then, to favour [fuch men a little in their
weaknefs, let that be granted which they do imagine; be
3ty that they adbere not to God's promifes, but are faith-
lefs, and without belief: but are they not grieved for
their unbelief? They confefs they are; Do they not wifp
3t might, and alfo firive that it may be otherwife 2 e
know they do. Hhence cometh this, but from a fecret
bove and liking, that they have of thofe things believed 2
For, no man can love thofe things which in bis own
opinion are not ;s and, if they think thofe things to be,
which they [hew they love, when they defire to belicve
them ; then muft it be, that by defiring to believe, they
prove themfelves true believers: for, without faith no
man toinketh that things believed are: which argument
atl the [ubtilties of infernal powers will never be able to
diffolve. ‘This is an abridgment of part of the reafons
he gives for his juftification of this his opinion, for
- which he was excepted againft by Mr. Travers.
~ Mr. Hooker was alfo accufed by Mr. T'ravers, for
that he in one of his Sermons had declared, That be
aoudted not byt that God was merciful to fave many of
our forefathers living heretofore in Popilh [uperfiition,
Jor as much as they finned ignorantly : and Mr. Hooker

“1n his anfwer profeffeth it to be his judement, and
| declares
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declares his reafons for this charitable opinion to be
as followeth.

But firft [Dbecaufe ‘Travers’s argument againft
this charitable opinion of Hooker was, that they
could not be faved becaufe they {fought to be juftified
by the merit of their Works, and {o overthrew the
foundation of Faith] he ftates the queftion about
Juftification and Works, and how the foundation of
Faith 1s overthrown; and then he proceeds to dif-
cover that way which natural men and {fome others
have miitaken to be the way, by which they hope to
attain true and everlafting happinefs: and having
difcovered the miftaken, he proceeds to direct to
that true way, by which, and no other, everlafting
life and bleffednefs is attainable. And thefe two
ways he demonitrates thus (they be his own words
that follow) That, the way of Nature; this, the way of
Grace : the cnd of that way, Salvation merited, prefup-
pofing the Righteoufnefs of mens Works : their Righteouf-
nefs, a natural ability to do them; that ability, the
goodnefs of God which created them in [uch perfefiion.
But the end of this way, Salvation be¢ftowed upon men as
a gift : prefuppofing not their Righteoufnefs, but the For-
givenefs of their Unrighteoufuefs, Fuftification; their Fufbi-
Jication not theiy natural ability to do good, but their
bearty forrow for not doing, and unfeigned belief in bim,
Jor whofe fake not doers are accepted, which is their Vo-.
cation 3 their Vocation, the Eleftion of God, taking thewm
out of the nuirber of loft children s their Elefticn, a Medi-
ator in whom to be elef : this Mediation inexplicable
Mercy 5 this Mercy, [uppofing their mifery for whom be
vouchjafed to die, and make bimfelf a Mediator.

And he allo declareth, there is no meritorious caufe
Jor our Fuftification, but Chrift; no effeilual, but bis
Mercy ; and {ays allo, we deny the Grace of our Lovd
Fefus Chrift, we abufe, difanul, and annibilate the
bencfit of bis Paffion, if by a proud imagination we be-.
licve we can merit everlafting life, or can be worthy of
12.  This behef (he declareth) is to deftroy the very .

eflence
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* effence of ‘our Juftification, and he makes all opinions
._that border upon this, to be very dangerous. Zet
yeverthelefs, (and for this he was accufed) confidering
Bow many virtuous and juft NMen, bow many Saints and
Martyrs bave bad their dangerous opinions, among [t
which this was one, that they boped to make God fome
part of amends, by voluntary punifbments which they
laid upon themfelves: becaufe by this, or the like
erroneous opinions which do by confequence over-
throw the merits of Chrift, fhall man be f{o bold as
to write on their graves, Such men are damuned, there
is for them mno [alvation? St. Aultin fays, Errare
poffum, Hereticus effe nolo. And except we put a
difference betwixt them that err ignorantly, and
. them that obftinately perfift in 1t, how 1s it pofiible
that any man fhould hope to be {aved? Give me a
Pope or a Cardinal, whom great afllictions have
made to know himfelf, whofe heart God hath touch-
ed with true forrow for all his fins, and filled with
a love of Chrift and his Goipel ; whofe eyes are will-
ingly open to fee the truth, and his mouth ready to
renounce all error, this one opinion of Merit except-
ed, which he thinketh God will require at his hands ;
and becaufe he wanteth, trembleth, and is difcou-
raged, and yet can {ay, Lord, cleanfe me firom all my
Jecret fins!  Shall I think becaufe of this, or a like
error, {uch men touch not fo much as the hem of
- Chnit’s garment ? if they do, wherefore thould I
doubt, but that virtue may proceed from Chrift to
fave them ? No, I will not be afraid to fay to fuch a
one, 2ou e¢rr in your opinion, but be of good comfort,
You bave to do with a merciful God, who will make the
beft of that little which you bold well, and nor with a
captions Sophifter, who gatbered the worft out of every
thing in which you are miftaken.

But 1t will be {aid, The admittance of Merit in any
degiee, overthroweth the foundation, excludeth from the
bepe of Mercy, from all poffibility of Salvation. And
(now Mr. Hooker’s own words follow.) *

What
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What though they bold the Truth fincerely in all other
parts of Coriftian Faith 2 Although they bave in_fome
meafure all the virtues and graces of the Spirit?  Al-
2hough they bhave all other tokens of God’s children in
them 2 Although they be far from baving any proud
apinion, that they fhall be faved by the worthinefs of
thetr deeds 2 Although the only thing that troubleth
and molefteth them, be a little too much dejeliion, [ome-
what too great a fire arifing [rom an ervoneous conceit,
that God will require a worthine/s in them, wbich they
are grieved to find wanting in themfelves?  Although
they be not obftinate in this opinion?  Although they be
willing, and would be glad to forfake it, if any one rea-

Jon were brought [ufficient to difprove it  Although the
only caufe why they do not forfake it &er they die, be
thetr ignorance of that means by which it might be di/-
proved?  Although the caufe why the ignorance in this
point is not removed, be the want of knowledge in fuch
as fhould be able, and are not to remove tt? Let me
die (fays Mr. Hooker) if it be ever proved, that fimply
an error doth exclude a Pope or Cardinal in fuch a cafe
utterly from the bhope of life. Surely, I muit confefs,
that if it be an error to think that God may be mer-
ciful to fave men, even when they err, my greateft
comfort 1s, my error: were it not for the love I bear
to this error, 1 would never wifh to fpeak or to live. -

I was willing to take notice of thefe two points, as
fuppoling them to be very material; and that as
they are thus contracted, they prove ufeful to my
Reader; as alfo for that the anfwers be arguments of
Mr. Hooker’s great and clear reafon, and equal
charity. Other exceptions were -alfo made againft
him, as, That be prayed before, and not after bis Ser-
mons 3 that in bis prayers be named Bifbops; that be
kneeled, both when be prayed, and when he received the
Sacrament ; and ({ays Mr. Hooker 1n his defence)
other exceptions [o like thefe, as but to namne, I fhould
bave thought o greater fault than to commit them.

And it is not unworthy the noting, that in the
manage
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sanage of fo great a controverly, a fharper reproof
¢han this, and one like it, did never fall from the
Eappy pen of this humble man. _ ‘T'hat lLike ‘it, Wﬂ'.s
upon a like occafion of exceptions, to which his
anfwer was, 2our next argument confifts of railing and
of reafons 3 to your railing I fay nothing, to your reafons
I [ay what follows. And I am glad of this fair oc-
calion, to teftify the dove-like temper of this meek,
this matchlefs man; doubtlefs, if Almighty God
had bleft the Dififenters from the ceremonies and
difcipline of this Church, with a like meafure of
wifdom and humility, inftead of their pertinacious
zeal, then obedience and truth had kiffed each other;
then peace and piety had flourithed in our nation,
and this Church and State had been bleft like Feru-
[falem, that is at unity with itjelf; but that can never
be expelted, till God fhall blefs the common people
with a belief, Thar Schifn is a fin, and that there nay
be offences taken which a:e not civen ; and that Laws are
not made for private inen to difpute, but to obey.

[Before we pafs from thefe unhappy difceptations  7.s.
between Hooker and Travers, as we have heard two /s 2
articles of pretended falfe dectrine objeéted by the trines ob-
one to the other, fo it is pity the reft fhould belied ™
wholly loft, and for ever buried in f{ilence: therefore, Hooker.
for the making this confiderable part of the reve-
rend man’s life and hiftory compleat, and to retrieve
whatfoever may be gotten of the pen and mind of {o
learned and judicious a perfon, take this further ac-
count, not only of two, but of all the articles that
 his before-mentioned adverfary had marfhalled up
againft him, colle€ted from a Sermon or Sermons
he had heard him preach at the Temple; together
with his endeavoured confutation of them : and like-
wife Hoolzer’s cwn vindication of himf{clf to each of
thofe articles. Thefe articles feem to have been de-
livered by Travers to the Lord Treafurer. The
fame Lord delivered them to Hooker, to confider

of and to make his reply to. Ana of thefe articles
VOL., I. F the



- 66 THE LIFE OF

the Archbifhop alfo was privy, and briefly declared
his judgment and determination of. I fhall fet all

down exactly from an authentic manuicript.

Doctrines delivered by Mr. Hoocker, as they
were {et down and fhewed by Mr. Travers,

Mar. 30, 1585, under this title:

A fhort note of fundry unfound peints of Dolirine, af
divers tiines deltvered by Mr. Hooker in bis publick

Sermons.

1. The Church of Rome, 1s a true Church of
Chrift, and a Church f{anétified by profeflion of that
Truth which God hath revealed unto us by his Son;
though not a pure and perfeét Church.

2. ‘The IFathers which lived and died in Popiih

Superftition were {aved, becaufe they f{inned ig-

norantly.
3. They which are of the Church of Rome may

be {aved by {fuch a Faith as they have in Chrift, and

2 ageneral Repentance of all their f{ins.
4.. The Church of Rome holdeth all men {inners,

even the blefled Virgin, though fome of them think
otherwife of her.

5. The Church of Rome teacheth Chrift’s Righ-
teoufne{s to be the only meritorious caufe of taking
away {in. |

6. The Galatians which joined with Faith 1n
Chrift, Circumciflion, as neceflfary unto Salvation,

notwithftanding be f{aved.
7. Neither the Church of Rome, nor the Gala-

tians, deny the foundation direltly, bur only by
confequent: and therefore may be faved. Or elle
neither the Lutherans, nor whoioever hold any
error (for every error by confequent denieth the

foundation) may be {aved.

8. An additament taketh not away that whereunto
1t
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it is added, but confirmeth it. As he that {faith of
any, that he is a righteous man, faith, that he 1s a
man : except it be privative; as when he faith, he
is 2 dead man, then he denieth him to be a man:
and of this fort of [privative] additaments neither are
Works which are added to Chrift by the Church of
Rome ; nor Circumcifion, added to him by the

(zalatians.
g. The Galatians’ cafe is harder than the cafe of

the Church of Rome; for they added to Chrift,
Circumcifion, which God had forbidden and abolifh-
ed : but that which the Church of Rome addeth are
Works, which God hath commanded.

.10. No one fequel urged by the Apoftle againft
the Galatians, for joining Circumcifion with Chrift,
but may be as well enforced againft the Lutherans
holding Ubiquity.

11. A Bifhop or Cardinal of the Church of Rome,
yea, the Pope himfelf denying all other errors of
Popery, notwithftanding his opinion of Juftification
by Works, may be faved.

12. Predeftination is not of the abfolute Will of
God, but condirtional.

13. The doings of the wicked are not of the
Will of God pofitive, but only permifiive. *

14. The reprobares are not rejeted, but for the
evil works which God did forefee they would com-
mit.

15. The aflurance of things which we believe by
the Word, is not fo fure, as of thofe which we per-
cetve by Senfe.

Here follows an account, given in by Myr. Hooker
vimfelf, of awhat he preached March 28,

- 1585.  And then of whar Travers in his

i F 2 Lieclures
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Lectures excepted thereunto., And lafply,
of Hooker’s reply and vindication of him-
felf and bis Sermons. -

Hooker's ¢§ DOUBTED not but that God was merciful to
own relation ¢ thoufands of our fathers, which lived "1n Po.
tions, and € pifh Superftition : for that they finned 1gnorantly.
vindcation ¢ Bur we have the light of the Truth.
againt Tra- ¥ ¢ Which doétrine was withftood, becauie we ar
e ¢ commanded to depart out of Babylon, elfe we
¢ fhould be partakers of thofe plagues there de.
¢ nounced againft fuch as repent not of their fuper-
¢ ftitions : which they cannot who know them not.
< T anfwered, that there were thoufands 1n our
¢ days who hate fin, defiring to walk according to
¢ the Will of God; and yet committing {in which
¢ they know not to be fin. I think, that they tha
¢ defire forgivenefs of fecret {ins, which they know
¢ not to be f{ins, and that are {orry for {ins, that they
¢ know not to be fins [{fuch] do repent.
¢ It is replied, that without Faith there 1s no Re.
¢ pentance. Qur fathers defiring mercy, did but
¢ divers Pagans; and had no true Repentance.
¢ They thought they could not be faved by Chnf,
¢ without Works, as the Galatians did : and {o they

¢ denied the foundation of Faith.

* Travers’s own anfwer.

Salwation belongeth to the Church of Chriff. We may not thin
that they could be capable of it, which lived in the errors beld an
maintained in the Church of Rome, thar feat of dntichrift. Where
fore to bis people God fpeaketh in this fort 3 (GO out of Babylon my
people, go out of her, that you be not partaker of her fins, and
that you taflte not of her plagues. 9he Galatians thinking thi
they conld not be faved by Chrifty except they awere civcumeifed, i
thereby exclude themfelves from Salwvation. Chrift did profit 2her
nothing. So they avhich join their cavn Works avith Gorifl.

¢ T an
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¢ T anfwered, although the propofition were true,
¢ that he who thinketh that he cannot be faved by
# Chrift without Works, overthroweth the founda-
< tion ; yet we may per{uade ourfelves, that our fore-
¢ fathers might be faved. 1. Becaufe many of them
< were ignorant of the dogmatical pofitions of the
¢ Church of Rome. 2. Albeit they had divers po-
¢ fitions of that Church, yet it followeth not that
¢ they had this. 3. Although they did generally
¢ hold this pofition, yet God might be merciful unto
¢ them. No exception hath been taken againil any
¢ one of thefe affertions. 4. I add, that albeit all
< thofe of whom we fpeak, did not only hold this
« generally, but as the {cholars of Rome hold this
¢ pofition now, of joining Works with Chrift, whe-
¢ ther doth that pofition overthrow the foundation
¢ diretly, or only by confequence ¢ If 1t doth over-
¢ throw the foundation direétly, &c. To make all
¢ plain, thefe points are to be handled. Firft, what
‘ Is meant by the foundation. Secondly, what 1t 1s
‘ to deny the foundation direétly. Thirdly, whe-
¢ ther the elet may be {o deceived, that they may
‘ come to this, ro deny the foundation directly.
¢ Fourthly, whether the Galatians did directly deny
¢ it.  Fifthly, whether the Church of Rome, by
¢ joining Works with Chrift in the martter of {alva-
¢ tion, do dire€tly deny it.

I. To the firft I anfwer: ¢ The foundation is,
¢ that which Peter, Nathaniel, and the Samaritan
‘ confefled ; and that which the Apoftles exprefsly
‘lafirm] A&s 1v. Tbhere is none other name under
© Heaven given among inen, whereby we muft be faved.
“It 1s, 1n fine, this, Salvation 1s by Chrift only.
© I'his word only, what doth it exclude? [As when
“we {ay,] This Judge fhall o#/y determine this mat-
“ter: This only doth not exclude all other things,
‘ befides the perfon of the Judge; as neceflary wit-

¢ nelles, the equity of the caufe, &c. buat all per-

¢ lons.
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¢ fons. And not all perfons from being prefent, but
¢ from determining the caufe. So when we {ay, Sal.
¢ vation only 1s by Chrift, we do not exclude all
¢ other things. For then how could we f{ay, that
¢ Faith were neceflary. We exclude therefore, not

¢ thofe means whereby the benefits of Chrift are ap.
¢ plied to us ; but all other perfons, for working any

¢ thing for our redemption.

1I. To the fecond point: € We are faid to deny
° the foundation direCtly, when plainly and exprefsly
“ we deny, that Chrift only doth {ave. By confe.
° quence we deny the foundation, when any {fuch
¢ thing 1s defended whereby it may be inferred, that

¢ Chriit doth not oxly fave.

'

II11. To the third: ¢ The ele& of God cannot fo
¢ crr, that they fhould deny direltly the foundation
¢ For that Chrift doth keep them from that extre-
“ mity. And there is no falvation to fuch as deny
“ the foundation direétly. Therefore 1t is {aid, that
¢ they fhall worfhip the Beait, whole names are not
¢ found 1n the Book of Life. Antichrift may pre-
¢ vail much againft them, [viz. the elect,] and they

may receive the the fign of the Beaft in the fame
degree, but not {o that they fhould directly deny
the foundatton.

IV. To the fourth: € Albeit the Galatians fel
into error, yet not {o that they loft falvation. It
they had died before they had known the dodtrine
of Paul, being before deceived by thoie that they
thought did teach the truth; Whar? do you think,
{hould rthey have been damned? This we ar¢
taught, that fuch errors [as are damning] {hall not
¢ take hold, but on thofe that love not the Truth.
¢ The Galatians had embraced the Truth ; and for it
¢ had fuffered many things, &c. There came among
¢ them feducers, that required Circumcifion. They

“ being moved with a religious fear, thought 1t tw0
¢ be

A RNA A A N
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¢ be the Word of God, that they thould be circum-
‘¢ cifed- The beft of them might be brought into
¢ that opinion ; and dying before they could be other-
¢ wife inftruéted, they may not for that be excluded
¢ from falvation. Circumcifion being joined with
¢ Chrift, doth only by confequence overthrow the
"¢ foundation. To hold the foundation with an addi.-
¢ tament 1s not to deny the foundation; unlefs the
¢ additament be a privative. He is a jult man, there-
¢ fore a man : but this followeth not 3 He is a dead
¢ man, therefore he is a man. In the 15th chapter
“ of the Acts they are called Credentes, [i. e. fuch as
¢ beheved] that taught the neceffity of Circumcifion.
¢ That name could not have been given unto them,
‘ if direétly they had denied the foundation. That
¢ which the Apoftle doth urge again{t the Galatians,
¢ 1n refpect of Circumcifion, may be urged againft
¢ the Lutherans, 1n refpe& of their Confubftantia-
¢ tion., But they do not direftly deny the founda-
‘tion. So neither did the Galatians direétly deny

¢ 1t.
V. Laftly: ¢ Whether doth the Church of Rome
¢ direCtly deny the foundation, by joining Chrift and
© Works. There is a difference between the Papifts
“ and the Galatians: for Circumcifion, which the
“ Galatians joined with Chrift, was forbidden, and
¢ taken away by Chrift. But Works are commanded,
® which the Church of Rome doth join with Chriit.
“ So that there is greater repugnancy to join Circum-
* cifion with Chriit, than to join Works with him.
“ But let them be equal. As the Galarians only by
* confequent denied the foundation, fo do the Pa-
“ pifts, Zanchy, Calvin, Mornay: I need nor oo fo
¢ far as fome of thefe. But this | think, 1f the Pope,
“orany of the Cardinals, thould forfake all other
¢ their corruptions, and yield up their fouls, holding
“ the foundation again but by a flender thread, and

did but as it were touch the hem of Chrift’s oar-
ment
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¢ ment, being that which the Church of Rome doth
¢ in this point of doftrine, they may obtain mercy,
¢ For they have to deal with God, who 1s no cap.
“ tious Sophifter, and will not examine them 1n Quid.
¢ dities, but accept them, if they plainly hold the
¢ foundation.”

¢ This error is my only comfort, as touching the
¢ falvation of our fathers: I follow Mr. Martyr. |
« know Ignorantia non excufat in toto, but, in tanto. It
¢ maketh not a fault to be no fault, but that which s
< a fault to be a lefs one.’

The Archb. At length, thus did the Archbifthop of Canterbury
jmeement o difcreetly and warily correét and moderate thefe arti-

thofe con-

troverfies.  cles between them both.

I. Papiits, living and dying Papifts, may notwith-
ftanding be faved. The reafon; i1gnorance exculed
them. As the Apoftle alledgeth, 1 Tim. 1. 13. /

obtained mercy, becaufe I did it ignorantly.

The Archbifhop’s judgment.

Not Papifts, but our Fathers. Nor they all, but
many of them. Nor living and dying Papifts, but
hiving 1n Popifh Superftitions. Nor fimply might, but
might, by the mercy of God, be {faved. Ignorance
did not excufe the fault, to make 1t no fault: but
the lefs their fault was, in relpelt of 1gnorance, the
more hope we have, that God was merciful to

them.

II. Papifts hold the foundation of Faith: {fo that
they may be faved, notwithitanding their opinion of
Merit..

Archbifhop. And Papifts overthrow the-founda-
tion of Faith, both by their doétrine of Merit, and

otherwife many ways. So.that if they have, as their
€rrors
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errors deferve, I do not {ee how they fhould be
faved.

III. General Repentance may ferve to their falva-
tion, though they confefs not their error of Merit.

Archbifhop. General Repentance will not {erve
any but the faithful man. Nor him, for any fin, but
for fuch fins only as he doth not mark, nor know to

be fin.

IV. The Church of Rome 1s within the new

Covenant.,
Archbifhop. The Church of Rome i1s not as the

affemblies of Turks, Jews, and Painims.

V. The Galatians joining the Law with Chnit
might have been faved, before they received the
Epiftle.

Archbifhop. Of the Galatians, before they were
told of their error, what letteth us to think, as of
our fathers, before the Church of Rome was admo-
nifhed of her defeétion from the Truth?]

And this alfo may be worthy of noting, that thefe
exceptions of »Ar. Travers, again{t Mr. Hooker,
were the caufe of his tranfcribing feveral of his Ser-
mons, which we now fee printed with his books; of
his Anfwer to Mr. Travers’s Supplication : and of
his moft learned and ufeful Difcourfe of Juftification,
of Faith, and Works; and by their tranfcription,
they fell into the hands of others, that have preferved
them from being loft, as too many of his other
matchlefs writings have been; and from thefe I have
lg_:ithered many obfervations in this difcourfe of his
11€,

_After the publication of his Anfwer to the Petition
of Mr. Travers, Mr. Hooker grew daily into greater
repute with the moit learned and wife of the nation;

but it had a contrary effe& in very many. of the
Temple

$
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Temple that were zealous for Mr. Travers, and for
his Church-dicipline ; infomuch, that though M,
Travers left the place, yet the 1eeds of dicontent
could not be rooted out of that fociety, by the grea
reafon, and as great meeknefs of this humble man:
for though the chief Benchers gave him much reve.-
rence and encouragement, yet he there met with
many neglects and oppofitions by thofe of Mr.
Travers’s judgment ; infomuch that it turned to his
extreme grief; and that he might unbeguile and win
them, he defigned to write a deliberate and fober
Treatife on the Church’s power to make Canons for
the ufe of Ceremonies, and by law to 1mpofe an
obedience to them, as upon her children; and this
he propofed to do in eight books of the Laws of
Jicclefiaftical Polity ; intending therein to fhew fuch
arguments as fhould force an affent from all men, it
rcaibn delivered in fweet language, and void of any
provocation, were able to do it: and that he mighe
prevent all prejudice, he wrote before it a Jarcre
Preface or Epiftle to the diffenting brethren,
wherein there were {uch bowels of love, and {fuch a
commixiure of that love with reafon, as was never
exceceded but 1n holy Writ; and particularly by
that of St. Paul to his dear brother and fellow-
labourer Philemon: than which none was ever more
like this Epiftle of Mr. Hooker’s. So that his dear
friend and companton in his ftudies, Doctor Spencer,
might, after his deach, juftly fay, Z7bat admirable
beight of learning, and depth of judgment, dwelt in the
lowly mind of this truly bumble man 3 great in all wife
mens eyes except bis owmn: with what gravity and
majefty of fpeech bis tongue and pen utteved heavenly myf-
teries : whofe eyes, in the bumility of bis beart, were
always caft down to the ground : how all things that
proceeded from bim, were breathed as from the Spirit of
love ; as if be, like the bird of the Holy Ghoft, the

dove, bad wanted gall: let thofe that knew him not in
- s
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wbis perfon, judge by thefe living images of bis foul, bis

‘QWritings.

)

it

. The foundation of thefe books was laid in the
Temple ; but he found it no fic place to finifh what
he had there defigned ; and therefore folicited the
Archbifthop for a remove, to whom he fpake to this
-purpofe; My Lord, when I loft the freedom of my cell,
which was my College 5 yet, I found fome degree of it in
my quiet country Parfonage: but I am weary of the noife
and oppofitions of this place , and indeed God and Nature
did not intend me for contentions, but for fludy and quiet-
nefs. And, my Lord, my particular contefts bere with

Mr. Travers, bave proved the more unpleafant to me,
becaufe I believe bim to be @ good man; and that belief
hath occafioned me to exainine mine 00n Confcience conces m-
ing his opinions, and, to [atisfy that, I bhave confulted
the holy Scripture, and other laws, both buman and
divine, whether the confcicice of bhim, and others of bis
Judgment, ought to be Jo far complied with us, as to alter
our frame of Church-government, our nanner of God's
worfhip, our praifing and prayiug to bim, and our effab-
lifbed cereinonies, as often as their tender confciences fhall
require us. And, in this examination, I bave not only
Jatisfied myfelfs but have begun a Treatife, in which I
sntend the f[atisfallion of others, by a demonfiration of
the reafonablenefs of our Laws of Ecclefiaffical Polity;
and therein laid a bopeful foundation for the Church’s
peace;, and, fo as not to provoke your adverfairy Mr.
Cartwright, nor Mr. Travers, whom I take to be mine
(out not mine enemy ) God knows this to be my meaning.
To which end, I bave fearched many books, and [pent
many thoughtful bours y and, I bhope, not in vain , for I
write to reafonable men. But, my Lord, I fhall never
be able to finifb what I bave begun, unlefs I be removed
into fome quiet country parfonage, wbhere I may fee God’s
Oleffings [pring out of my mother earth, and eat mine own
oread in peace and privacy. A place where I may, with-

out difturbance, meditate my approaching mortality, and
that
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that great account, which all flefb muft at the lafk, great
day, give to the God of all fpirits.

This is my defign s and, as thefe are the defires of
my beart, fo they fhall, by God's affiftance, be the con-
flant endeavours of the unccrtain remainder of my life,
And therefore if your Grace can think me and my poor
labours wortby fuch a favour, let me beg it, that I may
perfelt what I bave begun : which is a bleffing I cannot
bope for in this place.

About the time of this requeft to the Bifhop, the
parfonage or reftory of Bofcum, in the diocefs of
Sarum, and {ix miles from that city, became void,
The Bifhop of Sarum 1s patron of 1t; but in the
vacancy of that fee, (which was three years betwixt
the death of Bithop Pierce, and Bithop Caldwell’s
admiflion into 1t) the difpolal ot that, and all benge-
fices belonging to it, during the time of this {aid
vacancy, came to be difpoled of by the Archbifhop
of Canterbury; and he prefented Richard Hooker to
it in the year 1591. And Richard Fooker was alio
in this {aid year inftituted, (july 17.) to be a Minor
Prebend of Salifbury, the Corps to i1t being Nether-
Havin, about ten miles from that city; which Pre-
bend was of no great value, but intended chiefly to
make him capable of a better preferment in that
Church. In this Bofcum he continued till he had
finifhed four of his eight propofed books of the Laws
of Ecclefiaftical Polity, and thefe were entered 1nto the
Regifter-book 1n Stationers-hall, the gth of March
1592, but not printed ti1ll the year 1594, and then
with the before-mentioned large and affectionate
preface, which he directs to them that {eek (as they
term 1t) the Reformation of the lL.aws and Orders
Ecclefiaftical in the Church of England ; of which
books I fhall yet {fay nothing more, but that he con-
tinued his labourious diligence to finifh the remain-
ing four during his life (of all which more properly

hereafter) but at Bofcum he finithed and publifthed
but
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‘but only the firft tour, being then in the 39th year
‘of his age.

" He left Bofcum in the year 1595, by a furrender
of it into the hands of Bithop Caldwell, and he pre-
fented Benjamin Ruflel, who was inftituted into it,
the 23d of June in the fame year.

The parfonage of Bifhop’s-Borne in Kent, three
miles from Canterbury, is in that Archbifhop’s gift,
but in the latter end of the year 1594, Doétor Wil-
liam Redman, the Rector of it, was made Bifhop of
Norwich; by which means the power of prefenting
to it was pro ea wice in the Queen ; and the prefented
Richard Hooker, whom fhe loved well, to this good
living of Borne, the 7th of July 1595, in which
living he continued till his death, without any addi-
tion of dignity or profit.

And now having brought our Richard Hooker
from his birth-place, to this where he found a grave,
I fhall only give fome account of his books, and of
his behaviour in this parfonage of Borne, and then
give a reft both to myfelf and my Reader.

His firlt four Books and large Epiftle have been
declared to be printed at.his being at Bofcum, anno
1594. Next, 1 am to tell, that at the end of thefe
four books, there is printed this advertifement to
the Reader : 7 bave for fome caufes thought it at this
time move Jit o let go thefe firft four books by themfelves,
than to flay both them and the reft, till the whcle might
together be publifbed. Such generalities of the caufe in
queftion as are bere bandled, it will be perbaps not ami/s
o confider apart, by way of introduiFion unto the books
that are to follow concerning particulars ; in the mean
lime the Reader is requefted to mend the printer’s ervors,
as noted underneath.

And 1 am next to declare, that his fifth book
(which 1s larger than his firft four) was fir® alfo
printed by itfelf, anno 1597, and dedicated to his
patron (for till then he chofe none) the Archbifhop.
Lhefe books were read with an admiration of their

excellency
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excellency in this, and their juft fame {pread itfelf
into foreign nations. And I have been told, more
than forty years paft, that Cardinal Allen, or learned
Doctor Stapleton (both Enghfh men, and in Italy
when Mr. Hooker’s four books were firft printed)
meeting with this general fame of them, were defir-
ous to read an Author, that both the Reformed and
the learned of their own Church did fo much mag-
nify ; and therefore cauied them to be fent for : and
after reading of them, boafted to the Pope (which
then was Clement the Eighth) TZhat though bhe bad
lately jaid, he mever met with an Englifb book whofe
Writer deferved the name of an Author ; yet there now
appeared a wonder to them, and it would be fo to bis
Holinefs, if it were in Latiny for a poor obfcure FEng-
Lify Pricft bhad writ four fuch books of Laws, and
Chureh-polity, and in a flile that expreft jo grave awnd
Juch bumpb.e majefly, wiih cleav demonfiration of reafon,
toat in all their readings they bad not met with any thar
excceded bim 3 and this begot in the Pope an earneft
defire that Dr. Stapleton fhould bring the faid four
books, and looking on the Englifh, read a part of
them to him 1in Latin, which Dr. Stapleton did, to
the end of the firft book ; at the conclufion of
which, the Pope fpake to this purpofe : There is no
learning that this man bath not fearcbed into, nothing too
bard for bis underffonding : this man indeed deferves the
name of ain Author > bis books will get reverence by age,
Jor there is in them fuch feeds of eternity, that if the
7eft be lize this, they [hall laft till the laft fire fhall con-
lume all learning.

Nor was this high, the only teftimony and com-
mendations given to his books; for at the firft com-
ing of King James into this kingdom, he inquired
of tlie Archbifhop Whugift for his friend Mr.
Hooker, that writ the books of Church-polity; to
which the anfwer was, that he died a year before
Queen Ehzabeth, who received the fad news of his
decath with very much forrow; to which the King

replied,
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3
Egplied, And I receive it with nolefs, that I fhall want
the defived bappine/s of [eeing and difcon fing with that
mgan, [rom whofe books I bave {ecewed Juch fatisfaiiion :
spdeed, my Lord, I bave received more [atisfallion in
reading a leaf, or paragraph, in Mr. Hooker, though it
quere but about the fafbion of Churcbes, or Church-my-
Sfick, or the like, but efpecially of the Sacraments, than I
bave bad in the veading particular large treatifes writtcn
but of one of thole fubjelis by others, though very learn-
ed men 3 and, 1 obferve, there is in Mr. Hooker no af-
felied language s out a grave, comprebenfive, clear ma-
nifeflation of redfon ; and that backed with the autho-
7ity of the Scripture, the Fatbers and Schoolmen, and
with all law botlh facred and civil. And, though many
otbers write well, yet in the next age they will be for-
gotien ; but doubllefs there is in every page of Mr.
Hooker’s book, the pifture of a divine jfoul, fuch pic-
tures of truth and reafon, and drawn in [o [acred co-
bours, that they fhall never fade, but give an immortal
memory to the Author. And it is fo truly true, that
the King thought what he fpake ; that, as the moft
learned of the nation have and {till do mention Mr.
Hooker with reverence ; fo he alfo, did never men-
tion him but with the epithet of Jearned, or Judicious,
or revevend, or venerable Mr. Hooker.

Nor did his fon, our late King Charles the Firft,
ever mention him but with the fame reverence, en-
joining his fon, our now gracious King, to be ftu-
dious 1n Mr. Hooker’s books. And our learned
Antiquary Mr. Cambden* mentioning the death, the
modefty, and other virtues of Mr. Hooker, and mag-
nifying his books, withed, that for the honour of this,
and pencfit of other nations, they were turned into the
univerfal language. Which work, though undertaken
by many, yet they have been weary and forfaken it ;
but the Reader may now expeét it, having been long

fince begun, and lately finithed, by the happy pen

o 1
"
xr
-
[ ]

* In his Aanals of Eliz. 1534q.

St
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of Dr. Earl, now Lord Bifhop of Salifbury, of
whom I may juftly fay (and let it not offend him,
becaufe it 1s {fuch a truth as ought not to be conceal-
ed from pofterity, or thofe that now live and yer
know him not) that fince Mr. Hooker died, none
have lived whom God hath blefied with more inno-
cent wifdom, more {anétified learning, or a more
pious, peaceable, primitive temper : {o that this ex-
cellent perfon feems to be only like himfelf and our
venerable Richard Hooker; and only fit to make
the learned of all nations happy in knowing what
hath been too long confined to the language of our
little 1fland.

There might be many more and juft occafions
taken to {peak of his books, which none ever did or
can commend too much; but I decline them, and
haften to an account of his Chriftian behaviour and
cdeath at Borne; in which place he continued his
cuftomary rules of mortification and felf-denial ; was
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