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~ ELECTION-SERMON,
B I IHIICHIK XIIOOHIIHIOIDOON

PROVERBS XXIX. 2.

When the righteous are in authority, the
people rejoice : but when the wicked
beareth rule, the people monrn,

Y HIS is the obfervation of a. wile
- ruler, relative to civil govern-
ment ; and the diffcrent cf-
i~&sofadminiftration,dccard-
ing as it is placcd in good or
bad hands—and it having been preferved
in the facred oracles, not without provi-
dential dire®icn, cqually for the advantage

of
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of fucceeding rulers,and other men of every .
clafs in fociety ;-it will not be thoaght im-
proper by any, who have a veneration for
revelation, and the inftru&ion of princes,
to make it the fubje& of our prefent confide-
ration-—Efpecially as our civil rulers,in ac-
knowledgment of a fuperintending Provi-
dence, have invited us into the temple this
morning, to afk counfel of God in refpedt
to the great affairs of this anniverfary, and
the general condu& of government.

AccorDINGLY, I fhall tike occafion
from it—to make a few general remarkson
the nature and end of civil government——
point out fome of the qualifications of rul-
ers—and then apply the fubject to the de-
fign of our aflembling at this time.

FIrsT, I fhall make a few remarks on
the nature and end of civil gorzrnment.

THE people mentioned are a body po-
litic——-" 1t whether the fpeaker had the
Jewith  ate more efpecially in view ; or,
as is mo . probable, any civil fociety or
kingdom on earth, is a point we need not
precifely determine.—On cither fuppofition,
civil government is reprefented as being

alrcady
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already eftablified among themee—~rules
framed, and ‘confented to, for the condu&t:
of it—propet officers appointed,and vefted
with anthority, on this. conflicutional bafis,
to make and execute fuch laws, in future,
as. fhould be found neceffary ; the public
{ecurity and.welfare being their grand ob-
je@, ——This, at leaft, appears to be the
moft juft and rational idea of government
that is founded in compad ; as, I fuppofe,

all gaversiments, notwithftandiag later u-
furpations, originally were ; and if the -
compact, in early ages, hath not always.
been exprefled, yet it has been neceflarily
implied, and underftood, both by gover-
nors, and the governed; on their entering
iato foctety. ' " | )

T. thie rife of ;g vernment, the Hiebrew
oolity, fo far as it refated only to civil
mateets, is not to be. confidered as an ex-
ception.—For although God, a moft par-
fe& Goveraer, for wife reafons, and as.a.
dittinguifhed favor,condefeended to become
the political head of the Jewifh ftate ; yet
he did mot think proper to exercife his ab-
{olute right of government over them,with-:
out the confent of the people.

AxND
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~ AND when they had foolifhly and wick-

edly determined. to: give up this form of
government, which was {o wifely calculat-
ed fot the public advantage, and fubftitute
apothet in its raom; their alwife and be-
neficent Governor' did not fee fit to exert
his ehnipotence torprevent it :*Nor did he,
as he juftly might, abandon them for their
impiety and mgratxtudc. .

‘But analagous to the methods: of his
moral government, he went into a mode
of condu& with them, adapted to their ra-
tional nature.———He treated them as free
agents.——He folemnly protefted againft the
change they ‘were about to make in go-
vernment ; and, in order w Jiflwade them
from the rath attempt, he fhewed rhem
the manner of the king which fho... = ign
over them: But fuch paternal camion ree -
ces proving ineffectval, and the progle il
perfifting in their defign, He notonly per-
mitted them to purfue i, bur actually af-
forded them fpecial aid and dirc@ion in
the choice of their ncw king—-that they
might have one who fhould fave them
from their enemics—becanfc their cry had

comc unto him.
Ti1s
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THis inflance of the uncalin-fs of th:
nation of the Jews, under the mott perfe@
form of government, may, perhaps, bc al:
ledged by fome, as an «ngun(nr of the
utter mcapaCWy of a pcoplc to Jm ge of the
recitude of adminiftration, or of their un-
reafonable peevithnefs and difcontent,when
they aregoverned well.  Itought,howcever,
to be confidered, that though God was
pleafed to put himfclf at the head of tic
Jewith polity, yet officers, or rulers taken
from among men, were appointed to aét
under Him ; and thefe might not, and in
fa&t did not always keep the great end o(
their 1mcﬂuurc in view.

THIs was rcmarkab?y the cale in the
inftance before us.—The fons of Samuel,
who had heen appointed judges overlfracl,
walked not in his ways, but turned aﬁg.c
after lucre, and took bribes, and perverted
judgment ; and the cvil effe@s of their ve-
nality, and confcquent perverfion of pub.
Iic jufticc being known, and felt by the
pcoplc, were the immediate occafion of
wheir general uneafincfs and complair 1.

IN this fitvation of their affuirs,the way,
indecd, was open before them., 1t was
. B thoe
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their indifpenfable duty, inftcad of v»fith,-
drawing their allegiance,to have made their
application to God their king, in a way of
humble ardent prayer,for a redrefs of fuch
enornities ; and undoubtedly, He would
have heard their petition, and returned au
an{wer of peace, as He had before,in times
of other dangersand diftrefles, often done,
—Their fin and folly confifted in this neg-
le&, and not in groundlefs fufpicions, and
unneceflary complaints : they had mani-
feft caufe of uncafinefs—they were greatly
injured, and opprefled by fome of their ex-
ecutive officers : Bribery, which ought to
be the abhorrence of all ranks, had cor-
rupted: the feats of judgment,and rendered
their perfons and property infecure, and
without the protetion of law. Of this
they complained, and made it the ground
of their requelt for a king to judge them
like all the mnations—And however the
Ifraclites might be guilty of great weak~
nefs and folly, as they certainly were, in
defiring. on this account, to depart froma
form of government, in which God him-
{cIf prefided, and wherein they might have
had all their grievances redrefled ; -and-to
adopt one fimilar to that of other nations;
—and how far focver God might 'g;]a’r.it

their
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their defire,as a punifhment of their ingra-
titude, yet, as it appears fioth Jacob's blef-
fing on the tribe of Judah, not to mention
other things, it was in: the divine plan, or
permiflian at' leift,thae the Jews, in future
time, fhoullt éome under the gov nance
of earthly kings, it is no improbal.le con-
je@ure, that prevailing wickedr:fs, and
corruption among fome in high ation at
this period, was the occafion of God's fo
readily ”cqmp!ylng with this req' eft.

THE paffage, however, which ftands at
the head of our difcourfe,fuppofes the peo-
ple to be judges of the good or ill effeéts
of adminiftration ;—and as the wife king
of Ifrael is the author,it may, perbaps,have
the more weight.— * When the righteous
are in authority, the people rejoice.” |
They arc fenfible of their own happincfs
in having men of uprightnefs, honor and
humanity to rule over them—Men, who
make a proper ufc of their authority —=
who fcck the peace and welfare of the
whole community, and govern according
to law and equity, or the original rules
of their conftitution.— * But when the
wicked beareth rule, the people mourg”
—they are diffatisficd and gricved, when

Bz contrary
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rontrary to reafonahle expe@ation, and the
defign they had in forming into civil focie-
ty, it turns out, .as the hiftory of ftates

and kingdoms authorifes us to fay it often
does, that theirrulers poflels oppofite qua-
lities—arc inhuman, tyrannical and wick-
ed ; and inftead of guarding, violate their
sichts and livertics. B

Tur great end of a ruler’s exaltation is
the happincfs of the people over whom he
prefides ; and his promoting it, the fole
ground of their {ubmiflion te him., In
this ratiom| point of view, St. Paul, that
grcat patron of liberty fpeaking of the de-
{ipn of magiftracy, hath thought fit to
placc it—*"he is the minifter ofGod to thee
tor good” —But God's minifter he cannot
be, as a raler, however he may be in ano-
ther capacity, nor is fubjedion required,
on any other principle—his making the
profperity of the ftate the great obje& of
hislaws.and other meafures of government,
1s hus only claim to fubmitlion : Nor will
any one deny that his doing {o,and attend-
ing diiigently 10 this very thing, binds the
confcicnce ot fubjeéts, and makes obedi-
e their indifpenfible dutv.  But obedi-
coce on the comirary fhppnﬂtion, is fo far

from
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from befng enjoined on them, that it ar-
gucs meannefe of fpirlt, and criminal fervi-
fity, unlefs their circumftances ‘are fuch as
to make fubjec&ion a duty, on the foot of
prudence, when it. is not fo in any other
view. |

THE meafures which rulers purfue, are
genérally good or bad, promotive ‘of  the
public happinefs, or the contrary, as are
their moral charaéers. The obfervation of
our text is grounded on the trath of ‘this
aflertion, though it ought to be’ acknow-
ledged, that therc have been wicked rulers,
fuch as Nero,and others of later date,who,
fora while, have governed well.

WHETHER righteoufnels is to be re-
firicted meerly to the virtue of juftice, or
confidered as comprehenfive of the entire
chara&ter of piety and religion, where it is
faid, as in the place before us ; “when the
rightcous are in authority, the people re-
joice” ; it may juftly be affirmed thatmen
of fuch a chara&ter are by far the fitteft,
other accomplifhments being equal, to be
entrufted with the civil intereft of a com-
munity ; and the pcople are the moft like-
ly to teel the falurary effeéts of government,
and be happy in their adminiftration.

RELIGIOUS
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- RevLi1o10Us ruless are, in. evawy - view,
bleflings to fociety ; their Jaws dre juft and
good—their meafures. ntifd and bumanc—
and their example morally engaging., -

VENERATION for theauthority of the
fupreme ruler of the world, prevailing in
their hearts, . is-the -moft cffetual fecurity
of affetion to the public, which is a qua-
lificatign .abfolutely indjlpenfible—it in-
fpires therd with pringiples of equity and
hymanity ;. it bc?c‘ts the decpeft concern
in all their a&@s of goverament, to anfwer
the great intention bath of God and. man,
ip their inftitution, and renders them truly
benefactors to mankind.

- J7.is, however, patural 1o fuppofe,every
quality neceflary to the conftituting a good
suler, is comprehended in the term—righ-
teons—the abfervation would mot, other-
wife, be without exception.——The inte-
rcft of a people is not always fo well ferv-
ed by a ruler meerly of a religious charac-
ter, as it wonld be by the addition of other
qualitics.~—Religion, indeed, ought cver to
be eftcemed ‘as anindifpenfable recommen-
dadon to public truft ; but other gualifi-

cations atc alfo requifite, and muft be
| joined



A o FipmSersnoir. 13

Toined; to afford redfonzble éxpeftation of
happ inels to. commumty, from tl?c txcr-»
cile of amhonty

Trere does not ap pear to be a-Tike
reafon ‘for foppofing “the want of every
other quahﬁcanon, as well as that of 1
teoufnefs, in the wicked rulerto make bim
incapable ‘of governing well.—-~He'may
have mahy and grear endowments fa other
refpe@s—capacity, and addrefs—but if he
has no rcligion—if he is immoral and vi-
cious, unawed by him whofe kingdom rul-
eth over all ; he is commonly unfit to
have the care and- dire&tion o‘f the public
intereft.—If there have beed mﬂances of
good government. under the condu@ of
rulers of vicions charalers,there have bee
allo't00 many of a éontrary {ort to make
it cligible or I{f’c,to ut-cotifidence in fuch.
To whatever Icngths natural benevo-
lcnce, defire of fame, education, love of
power, and the ¢émoluments of plkbc,
may be Tuppofed fometimes to carry men,
in a&mg ?or the publw advantage, It is
certain, and in fcvcra‘l it 'has been fadly
verificd, that thefe arc feeble motives—
prmc&ples, that can give no fecurity of
lating happidcfs to 2 people, where the
fupcricr invigorating aids of religion are
wanting. Thg
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THE vices of a ruler pervert the due ex-
ercife of his authority, to the difadvantage
of the community ; and mark his public
conduct with oppreflion and ruin. And
we are Dot to think it ftrange, if the peo-
ple fall into perplexity and mourning in
confequence.

I7 is the chara&er of one who is exal-
ted from among his brethren, to rule over
men, drawn by Ged himfelf, thcAlmxght
guardian of thc Rights of mankind—that
he “muft be juft, rulmg in the fear ofGod.”

THE fafety of fociety greatly depends
on the good dilpofition of rulcrs, and the
rcgard they have to equity in their mea-
fures of government. If they rule in the
fear of God, they will make his laws their
pattern in frammg and executing their
own.

ADMINISTRATION in every mode of
government, is a point of the molt weigh-
ty importance to fubjefts.———Abfolute
monarchics, or fuch form« of government
as have the powers of the {tatc lodged in
the hands of a fingle perfon, tho’ '»ncrally

dangerous to the Rights and lecrms of
mankind,
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maokind, and too often have proved fo,to
recommend them t2 the choice of a wife
people, have, notwithftanding, when the
reigning Prince has fupported the character
of religion, been the fource of great peace
and fecurity to the public.

Bur the effc@®s have been different—
diftrefs and mifery introduced into fociety,
under the adminiftration of one whole mo-
ral qualitics have been of another complex-
jon,

THE fame is truc as to confequences,in
thofe governments, where the whole pow-
er, legiflative and executive, is depofited
with a few.—~Good or evil enfucs to the
community, accurding as the exercife of
their authority coincides with the eternal
rules and laws of rcafon and cquity, or the
contrary.

IN a mixed government, fuch as the
Britith, public virtue and religion, in the
{cveral branches, though they may not be
exaltly of 4 mind in cvery meafure, will be
the fecurity of orderand tranquility—Cor-
ruption and venadeg the certain fource of
confufion and mif:riim the ftat.

THIs

§;
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THis form of government, in the opi-
nion of fubjeds and ftrangers, is happily
calculated forthe prefervation of theRights
and Liberties of mankind.—Much, howe-
ver, depends on union ; and the concern
of every part to purfue the great ends of
government.

WHEN each department centre their
views in the fame poing, and a& in their
proper dire&tion and chara&er, as the mi-
nifters of providence, for the promotion of
human happinefs, things go weil the
Rights of the people arc fecured,and they
are contented gladnefs fills their heart,
and fparkles in their countenance !

BuT there may be a fuilure in fome one
or more of the governing parts, in refpect
to public meafures, and the art of govern-
ing.—And when this happens, though it
be but in one, fisce cach partis firi¢tly ne-
ccﬂary to conftitute the legiflative body--
it greatly wounds the ﬂatc-—-—cmbarraﬂls
affairs—and is produdive of general unca-
finefs and difcontent. "The people foon
feel inconveniences rifing from  jarrs and
interference among their rulers—and  as
they have an indubitabic right, they take

it
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it upon them, to judge what, and how far
any thing is-fo,and where to fix the blame.

IN fuch a government, rulers have their
ditin& powers afligned them by the peo-
ple, who are the only fource of civil au-
thority on earth, with the view ot .baving
them exercifed for the public advantage ;
and in proportion as this worthy cnd of
their inveftiture is kept in fight, and pro-
{ecuted, the bands of fociety arc ftrength-
ened, and its interefts promoted : But if it
be overlooked, and difregarded, gnd ano-
ther fet up as the obje ot their purfuit
we will fuppofc it fhould be, but by one
of the fupreme branches, or, indeed, by a
fingle member of any, who happens to be
of leading influence and great abiliuies, it
will go far in making a fchifm in the bodyv.
—Calamity and diftrefs may beexpeéted, in
a merfure, to cnfuc—We necd nct pafs the
limits of our own nation for fad inftances
of this.—Whether, or how far, it has al-
fobeen cxemplified in any of theAmerican
colonies, whole governments, in general,
are nearly copies of the happy Britith ori-
ginal, by thc operation of miniferia! va-
conftitutional mealures, or the public con-
du& of fome among ourfelves, is not for

C=2 _—

DR
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.me to determine : It is, however, certain,
that the people mourn !——MayGod turn
their mourning into joy ! and comfort
them, and make them rejoice from their
forrow !

RULER: are sinder the moft facred ties
to confult the good ot fociety. 'Tis the
only grand deﬁgn of their appointment.
For the promotion of this valuable ‘end,
they are ordairned of God, and cloathca
with authority by men. .

In a flate of natore men are equal,
exattly on a par in regard to authority ;
cach one is a faw to hlmfclf having thc
law of God, the fole rule of condué,writ-
ten on his heart.

No individual has any anthority, or right
toattempt to exercife any,over thereft of the
human {pecics, however he may be fuppef-
ed to furpafs them in wifdom and fagacity.
The idca of fuperior wifdom giving a right
to rule, can anfwer the purpofe of power
Lot to one; for on this plan theWifelt of
all is Lord of all. Mental endowments,
though excellent gmalifications  for rule,
when men Lave entared into combination

and
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and crected government, and previous to.
government, bring the pofleflors under mo-
ral obligation, by advice, perfwafion and
argument,to do good proportionate to the
degrees of them ; yet do not give any
antecedent right to the exercife of autho-
rity. Civil authority is the produdion of
combined fociety——not bornr with, but de-
legated to certain individuals for the ad-
vancement of the common benefit.

AND as its origin is from the people,
who have not only a right, but are bound
in duty, for the prefervation of the pro-
perty and liberty of the whole fociety, to
lodge it in fuch hands as they judge beft
qualified to anfwer its intention ; fo when
it is mifapplied to other purpofes, and the
public, as it always will, receives damage
from the abufe, they have the fame origi-
nal right, grounded on the fame funda-
mental reafons, and are equally bound in
duty to refume it, and transfer it to others.
~—Thefe are principles which will not be
denied by any good and loyal fubje& of
his prefent Majelty King George, either in
Great-Britain or America—The royal right
to the throne ablolutely depends on the
truth of them,—and the revolution, an

cvent
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event feafonable and happy both to the
mother country and thele colonies, evi-
dently fupports them, and is fupponcd by
them.

But it has been objeced, that the
do&rine which teaches that the people are
the fource of civil authority, and that they
may lawfully oppofc thofc rulers, who
make an-ill ufe of it, is likely to be at-
tended with the worlt of confequences—
occalion difturbance and revolutions in the
ftate, and render the fituation of rulers
perpetually unfafc and dangerous.

Ir the rulers are of the latter chara&er
mentionedin our text, the {afety of the com-
munity forbids any attempt or difpofition
to make their fitvation eafy ; and I truft
the obje&ion is without force in regard to
thofe of the former.—It is altogethrer un-
rcafonable to fuppofc a number of perfons
by a frce and voluntary contra@,fhould give

them{clves, their families and eftates {o
9'~ff>lutcly into the bands of any rulers, s
not to make a rcferve of the right of fa-
ving themfelves from ruin—and if they
ﬂmuld the bargain would be void, as coun-
teraing the will of heaven, and the pow-

crfct
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erful law  of felf-prefervation. Tt muft
be granted that the people have a right in
fome circumftances, or that they have not
a right in any, to oppofe their rulers—there
is no medium—A fober and rational en-
quiry into the confequences of each fup-

pofition, is the beft method to determine
on which fide the truth lies—In doing this,
I thall take the liberty to adopt the fenti-
ments and nearly the words of a writer of
the firft clafs on Government.*

i1 it betrue that no rulerscan befafe, where
thcdo&rincof refiltance is taught ; it mult be
true that no nation can be {afe where the
contrary is taught : It it be true that this
difpofeth men of turbulent fpirits to oppole
the beft rulers ; it is as true that the other
difpofeth princes of evil minds, to enflave
and ruin che beft and moft {fubmiffive fub-
je@s : 1€ it be true that this encourageth
. all public dxﬁurbance, and all rcvolutwns
whadocvcr, it is ag true that the other en-
courageth all tyra‘&y,and all the mott in-
tolerable petlecutions und oppreflicns ima-
ginable. And on which {ide then will the
advantage lic '—And which of the two
fhall we chafe; tor the fake of the happy

fl:&s and con(cmmnc\s of it? .
SrprosTNG

vy

* Lip oty
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~ 8upprosING it to be univerfally admit-
ted, that if rulers contrive and attempt
the ruin of the publick, it is the duty of
the people to confult the common happi-
nefs, and oppofe them in fuch a defign ; it
muft follow, I think, that the grounds of
publick unhappinefs would be removed,
and thofe inconveniences, which by miftake
are repréflented as the confequence of this
do&riné, prevented ; for, on this {uppofi-
~ tion, the worft of Princes would learn to
do that out of intereft, which the becft
conftantly do out of a good principle and
trtue love to their fubje@ts—No Prince
would have any perfons about him, to ad-
vife and incite him to illegal or unjuft ac-
tions —and if he had at any time bcen
guilty, he would, upon the firft reprefen-
tation, and without being forced to it, rea-
dily acknowledge his ¢rror, and fet all
things right again.  And let who will fay
it, the difpofitions of fubje&s are not fo
bad, nor their love to public difturbance fo
great, but that a Prins of fuch condu&t
may be {ure of reigning in their affetions,
and of being obeyed out of love and gra-
titude; which is the fecureft foundation any
throne can poflibly be fixed on.—So far is

it from being true, that the univerfal re-
ception
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ception of the de&rine of refiftance would
be the ground of public cenfnfion and mi-
{ery, thatit would prevent the bepinning of
evil, and take away the firft occafion of
difcontent.

IT mult be acknowledged, it is becaufe
this docring, whatever is pretended, hath
not beem received, that any rulers have
been mifled, and encouraged to take fuch
meafures, as in the end, have proved fatal
to themfelves. With refpe& stherefore to
rulers of evil dxfpoﬁxons, nothing is more
neceflary than that they ﬂlmld.,bclncvc re-
fitance, in fome cafes to be lawful. Iin-
tend not for a few difcontented individuals
who may happen to take it into their hcads
to refift, but for the majority ot a com-
munity, cither by themfelves or reprefen-
tatives. Such rulers, indeed, cannot bear
the propagation of this do&rine ; but the
realon why they cannot, viz. irs being pre-
ventive of their pernicious defigns, is an
undeniable argument of its being the more
ncceflary.

As (or good rulers, they are not ~{fc &-
ed by the propagation of it, but may pro-
mote it themiclves confliftently with their

D Cun
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own particular intereft ; for it is the chicf
interelt of princes to reign in the affections
of their fubjedls, frec trom all f{ufpicion
and jealouly of cvil defign. Nothmg can
give a nation greater fatisfa&ion that their
fupreme magiftrate fincerely endeavors to
promote their intereft, or gaia him more
hearty iove and cfteem, than the admiflion
of this do&rine ; it looks open, and re-
moved from bafe and unworthy purpofes ;
but a zeal for the oppofite doétrine, tends,
in its nature, and has been feen, in experi-
ence, to cres@ jealoufies in the minds of
fubje@s, to take off their affettions trom
a prince,and to lay the foundation. of their
withdrawing their allegiance from him.

BuT fuppofing it to be univerfally re-
ceived, that it is the duty of the people
patiently to fubmit, and not oppofe theit
rulers,tho’ manifeftly carrying forward the
ruin of the public, nothing can be imagin-
cd to follow,but what is of the worft con-
fcquence to buman focicty, unlefs we fup-
pofc rulers as angcls of God, or rather, as
God himfclf, incapable of being miftaken
themfelves, or mifled by others.  This fup-
pofition lcaves no reflraint on fuch rulers
as have dcfians of dicir own, diftin@ from

the
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the public good : Public mifery and fla-
very will therefore enfuc ; and this is a
ftate of things infinitely worfe than that
of public difturbance, fuppofing fuch fome-
times to take place in confequence of re-
filtance. The inconvenience of the latter
will {foon be felt and re&ified by the peo-
ple themfelves ; but the former, on the
principle of non-refiftance, is abfolutely
without a remedy.

« WHEN people feel the influence and
blefling of a good adminiftration, they ars
not, in general, difpofed to compliin and
find fault with their rulers ; 1t is inconfill-
ent with their own intercft, and rthat of
their families to do fo. If we will be de-
termined on a point of fuch delicacy by a
ruler himfelf, who, as abfolutc as he was,
had wifdom and public virtue to give judg-
ment conformable to the nature and truth
of things, wec fhall fee that it is under the
influence of an evil adminiftration the peo-
ple are difcontented and mourn ; and that
under the influcnce of a good, one they
rejoice.

ALy lawful rulers arc the fervants of

the public, exaited above their brethien not
D2 f@r
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for their own fakes, but the benefit of the
people ; and fubmiflion is yiclded, not on
the account of thcir perfons confidered
exclufively of the autherity theyare cloth-
ed with, but of thofe laws, which in the
exercife of this authority are made by
them, conformably to the laws of nature

and cquity.

Trrs pefiton is fo far from being un-
acceptable to good rulers, or thought ta
be derogatory of their dignity, that they
clteem it as implying the highcft human
characer, and an official refemblance of
the great Saviour of mankind, who came
jot to be miniftered unto,but to minifter;

and accordingly went about doing good.

TuE aflertion that rulers are conftituted
by the people for the common happinefs,
is no denial of St. Paul’'s doé&rine, who,
{pcaking of magiftracy, bath faid—Thcre
is no power but of God ; the powers that
be arc ordained of God :—any more than
ic is a denial of the bliflings of hufbandry,
mcichandize, and the medchanic arts, or,
indced any thing bencficial to {ociety, be-
iy t}um God, to fay, that men have in-
vinted theni— f'mv..m il fremGodfrom

W .'Juﬂl
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whom cometh down every good and per-
fec gitt ; and much in the fame fenfe, as
it is his will that men fhould be employed
in them for their own advantage : Butmen
by their rcafon, which is alfo the gifr of
God,are the immediate difcoverers of their
utility. It is, bowever, neceflary to ob-
ferve, that as civil government holds a dif-
tinguithed place among the gifts of God;
and, confidering the human make, the
bleflings of it are productive of a greater
aggregate of happinefs, both in a natural
and moral view, than moft others: Much
has been faid in revelation about it—the
divine approbation manifefted—and the
qualification of rulers exactly ftated.

ALTHOUGH government is not expli-
citly inftituted by God, it is, neverthelefs,
from him ; as, by the human conftitution,
and the circumf{tances men are placed in,
He has fignifi=d it 1o be his will, that,as a
{ccurity of property and liberty, and as ne-
ceflary to greater improvcments in virtue
and bappinefs than could be attained in a
{tatc of naturc,there thould be government
among them. Butit is from man, as for
the fame end—the procuring a greater good
to cach individual,on the whole,than could

be
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be had without it ; they have, in confor-
mity to thcir make and circumftances, and
the di®ates of reafon, voluntarily inftitut-
ed it. And thus government is the ordi-
nance both of God and man. And fo
the new-teftament writers confider it, and
fpeak of its defign as bemng the fame in
botb viz. The public happinefs.

TH1s is a firiking indication to rulers,
not only as to their aims in accepting any
public office in a community, but as to
the obligations they are under to difcharge
the duties of it with fidelity. They are
the truftces of God, vefted with autho‘rity
by him, in the benevolent defigns of his
providence, to be cmployed in guarding
and defending the juft Rights and Liber-
tics of mankind ; and as far as they can
advancing the common welfare.

AND as they arcrefponfible to him who
is no refpecter of perfons ; they are not
to expe&t their public condu& is to be ex-
cmpted from his moft {tri& and unpartial

fcrutiny.

THEY are alfo the truftees of {ociety,

as their authority, undcr God, is derived
from
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from the people, dclegated to them wich
defign it thould be exercifed for, and to
no other purpofe than, the common be-
nefit ; and this renders them juftly accoun-
table to their human conftituents, whele
tribunal, however fome Lave affe@ed to
defpile ity is full i agr’;  :nd majefty—
Kings and emperor: aave wemuled before
it !

WHiLE neerly to poflefs places of
dignity and eminence is fufficiently grati-
fying to fome minds, the chicf joy of
culers, mindful of the importance of their
ftation, arifcs from a con{cioufacls of fuch
behaviour, in their public capacity, as will
be approved of God, and accepted of men.
For this great and valuable purpofe, they
will be careful to deferve the clmra&er
firt mecntioned in the text —be juft and
impartial in cvery part of adminiftration ;
and with their integrity, endeavour to join
thole other accomplifbments which are
requilite to the honorable difcharge of

their refpective trults.

But this brings us in the {econd place
to point out fome of the qualitications of

rulers.
AXND
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AND fuperior knowledge may be men-
titned as one, that greatly exalts and
adoras thcir chara&er.

Trey fhould, thercfore, be ambitious
t¢ become poflefled of it, that thcy may
be at no lofs how to condu, or which
way to turn themfelves in any difficult and
cmbarrafled ftate of affairs; but may know
what the people ought to do, and be able
and ready to lead and advife them in the
more boifterous and alarming, as well as in
calm and temperate feafons.

DisTiNGUISHED abilities und know-
ledge, tho’ happily placed in rulers, are
not indeed fo abfolutcly neceflary, in or-
der to underftand the conftitution, or the
gencral rules of any particular mode of
government a people have chofen to put
themfelves under, as for other important
matters in adminiltration.

Arv fundamental laws and rules of go-
vernment are, in their nature and defign,
and cver ought to be, plain and intelligible
—fuch as common capacitics are able to
comprchend, and determine when, and
how far they are, at any time, departed

trom.
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from. Wecre notthis the cafe, people’s en-
tering into fociety,and ere&ing government,
could not be juftified on the principle
of reafon, or prudence ; as government
inftead of protecting them in the peacea-
ble and quiet enjoyment of Liberty and
property, might be made an engine of
their deftru@ion, and put it in the power
of rulers of evil difpofitions, under the fpe-
cious pretext of purfuing conftitutional
meafurcq to introduce general mifery and
flavery among them.

TuE knowledge which the people have
of the conftitution, or original fundamen-
tal laws of government, whereof the plain
law of felf-prefervation is ncceffarily  the
chief, in all forms of government, is the
only adequate check on fuch ruinous con-
dud.

THE pcople being judges of their own
conftitution of government, is the princi-
ple from which the Britith nation aéed,
and on the truth of which they are to be
juftificd, when they determined, their con-
fticution was invaded by their fovereign,
and that he was carrying on defigns, which
if purfued, muft iffuein the deftruction of it.

F. Do
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BuT if they were no judges of
fuch matters, if they meddled with that
which did not belong to them—ihe revo-
lution, and fucceflion of an illuftrious
houfc, may bave taken place without right,
againft law and reafon, being founded in
mifconception and crror ; and the heirs
of an abjured popith prince, {lill remain
the only juft, and lawful claimants to the
Britith throne ; a do@&rine, which, l am f{ure,
no American, and I hope, but few in great
Britain, will ever admit. If the foundations
be deftroycd, what can the righteous do ?

But high degrees of knowledge are
requifite In rulers for other great and
weighty purpofes in government. 1If they
would act with dignity and advantage in
their public capacity, they fhould be well
acquainted with human nature, and the
natural rights of mankind ; which are the
fame under every form of government :
They fhould alfo be acquainted with the
gcnerd rules of cquity and reafon, and
the right application of theni, as circum-
flances vary ; with the laws of nations,
their ftrength, manners, and views ; but
cfrecially with the genius, temper, ci.ftoms
and religion of the people they arc called

to
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to govern : This will enablc them to accom-
modate public meafures to public ad-
vantage, and to framc fuch laws and
annex fuch fan&ions, from time to time, as
may be beft calculated to encourage picty
and virtue, induftry and frugality, and pre-
vent immorality and vice, and every fpecies
of oppreflion and mifery—They fhould
moreover know, in what inftances na-
taral equity and a regard to the good of
the whole require former laws to be re-
pealed, or varied—ncw ones enaéted, and
othcr penaliies applied, and in what way
government may be the moft cfictually,
honorably and cafily fupported. l

LecrscaTtors, whom I have chicfly
had in view, fhould know how to give
force, and opcration to their laws, that
cvery member of the community may feel
their effe@s, and be wrcated in a juft and
reafonable manocr ; and as®ar as may be,
according to his perfonal circumflances and
merits.  This, indeed, is to be done by
mecans of the exccutive pare, bt the exe-
cutive powcer 1Is {tri€tly no other than the
legiflative carried forward, and of courle,
controulable by it.—Thefc, and others that
that might be adduced, are points requir-

g
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ing capacity and knowledge in rulers: And
among other means tor the attaining them,
it is their indifpenfible duty, in imitation
of a wilc king, to pray for an underftand-
ing hcart, that in all their aéts of govern-
mecnt, they may difcern between good and
bad, and lead the peoplec in the paths of
righteoufnels and peace.

AxoTHER qualification of rulers, is a
public {pirit, and a compaflionate regard
to mankind.

WaeN we take into confidcration the
great defign of civil government, no one
can be thought a proper perfon to rule
over men, who has not a prevailing regard
to tiweir interelt, and a fixed determination
to purfue it.

THis, cer@inly is the great obje
which magiftratcs, as {uch, are under obli-
cation to keep in their eye —as men, they
have, like other men, private interclt, and
private views, amd may as lawfully purfue
them ; bur in thelr public capacity, they
can, of right, have no other end, thun thc

11
pubiic advantaze, -

Sy D)



Az Ele@ion-Sermon. 37

ANp if they make ufe of their authori-
ty, or the influence of their rank for any
different purpofes—if it be their ehic¢f aim
to aggrandizc themfelves, their pofterity
or friends by means thercof ; if the felfith
paflions predominatec and guide and deter-
mine their public condu& ; if they are
{laves to covctoufnefs, ambition or cficmi-
nacy ; if, led by flattering profpeds, they
arc devoted to the meer will, and arbitrary
mandates of others greater and higher
than themfelves ; if there be any thing
they are more folicitous to obtain or pro-
mote than the good of the focicty they
are conneéed with, and are bound to ferve,
—they ignominioufly proftitute their truft,
and bafcly countcract the main defign of
their inftitution.

Dur rulers of a patriotic fpiric are
a&tuated by better and more noble prin-
ciples ; they have a fincere regard to the
public ; their time and abilities are cheer-
fully cmployed in the promotion of its
intcreft ; this they fer up as the objeét of
their meafures, and cffcem it as thar owi
anod, they feek the profperity of the peo-
ple, and in the peacc thereof they fhall
have peace—Tic hogors and emeliints

Ja
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of their ftation, though juftly due and
freely rendered by a fenfible, obliged and
grateful people, arc but inferior motives
with them—happy fuch rulers in the ap-
plaufes of the multitude, happy in the ap-
probation of their own minds !

BuT that which compleats the charac-
ter of rulers and adds luftre to their other
accomplithments, is religion.

TH1s is the beft foundation of the con-
fidence of the people ; if they fear God,it
may be expefted they will regerd man.
Vice narrows the mind and bars the ex-
crtions of a public [pirit ; but religien di-
lates and ftrengthens the former, and gives
free courfe to the opcrations of the latter.

By rcligion T would be underftood to
intend more than a barc belief of the di-
vine cxiftence and perfections—The hea-
then world by a proper ule of their rea-
fon may attain to this, becaufe that which
may be known of God is manifeft in them,
for God hath fhewed it unto then,

BuT what 1 intend by relizicn is, a be-
lict of the truth as it is in Jcfus, and a
teper and condu@ conformuable to it

It
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IT is the wifdom of chriftian ftates, to
have chriftian magiftrates, and as far as
may be, fuch as have imbibed the fpirit of
the gofpel, and are a&uated in their high
ftation, by the principles it infpires. If it
be allowed, as to be fure it ought, that ma-
giltrates of deiftick principles, may have a
regard to the civil intereft of mankind,and
do many worthy deeds for fociety ; it muft
alfo be allowed that they are not {o likely,
as thofe of chriftian principles, to be nur-
{ing fathers to the church of Chrift,which,
agreeable to ancient prophecy, magiftrates,
under the prefent difpenfation of the divine
aracc, are obliged to be.

Nor will they be fo much concerned
to learn from the facred oracles, for the
guidance of public meafures, what is the
good, and acceptable, and perfe will of
God.

WiHEN apeople have rulers fet over
them, of a religious chara&er on the gof-
pcl plan—who own and fubmit to Jefus
Chrift as their Lord and Saviour, who are
fanctiicd by the divine fpirit and grace,
and,in a good rieafurs, purified from thofe
corrupt principles which too often work

in
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in the human heart, they hove realon to
expe® the prefence and bicfiing of God
will be with them, and that things will
go well in the flate.

Axp on refle&tion, we cannot forbear
the acclamation of the pfalmift—bapoy is
that people, that is in fuch a cafc !—yua,
happy is that pcople whole God is the
Lord !

THE religion of rulers is a guide to
their other accomplithments—it has a fa-
lutary aive influence into all their mea-
fures of government, and lcads them to
the noblcft cxertions for the advancement
of the common wcal,

THE minds of the governced arc fatis-
ficd with thcir condu&, rejoice in their
adminiftration, and reft aflured that no
harm will ever happen to them, by their
means, unlefs it be by miltake, to which
all men arc liable. By the blefling of the
upright the city is cxalted, but it is ovcr-
vhrown by thc mouth of the wicked. -

WE
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Wt come now—thirdly—to apply the
{ubject t2 ourfelvés, and the occafion of
our prefent aflembling.

IT would be as much beyond my ex-
peSation, as, I am fure it is fhort of my
defign, to be charged with the mcannels
of adulaticn, in any thing delivered in
this difcourlc.

But I could not obtain forgivencfs of
my own mind nor of th: public, if I
thould forbear explicitly to affirm, that
the two hororable branches of the legifla-
ture, we before have had, which derived
their political exiftence more immediately
from the people, have been in their gene-
ril condu& and meafures, but efpecially in
the late months and years of our diftrefs
and controverfy, accepted of the multitude
of their brethren.

IT is our ardent with and confidende,
the fame vigilance, circumfpeétion and
public {pirit, may diftinguith the procced-
ings of the two houfes of allembly for the
current year —-that which is now rcrurn-
cd, with marks ot approbation and honor,
{rom their conltisuents, and the other,

& wiieia
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which accerding to royal charter, is this
day to be chofen.

THi1s anniverfary, which is {o aufpici-
ous to the ciwil liberties of this province,
fills every honeft heart with joy and glad-
nefs, and I truft with the fincerelt grati-
tude to almighty God, the great patron
of liberty, and bcnefa&or of the world.

THE choice of perfons from among
ourfelves, to fit at council board, both in
a legiflative capacity, and as his majefty’s
council to give their advice to his repre-
{entative here, on all matters of govern-
ment, as circumftances may require, we
cfteem a great fecurity of our natural
rights ; and one of our moft invaluable
privileges—a privilege, which we ncver
have forfeited, and we are refolved we ne-
- ver will, or voluntarily refign it into the
hands of any of our tcllowmen—thougl:
it muft be acknowledged, I fpcak it with
fhame and bluthing, that for the many cry-
ing {ins, and enormitics committed in our
land, it would be rightcous in the divine
goverament, if we were deprived of this
and all our mercies.

THe
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THE appointment of one to fill the
chair, is, by royal charter, referved to the
crown. Of this we have not been much
difpofed to complain ; for though we rc-
mecmber our ficft charter with affection,
and thc arbitrary defpotic manner of its
diffolurion with abhorrence, yect we have
been uled to put great confidence in the
paternal goodnels ot our gracious fove-
reigns ; and to expe@ fuch governors to
be appointed cver us, as would feck the
peace and welfare of this people ; and
however it might be thought poflible for
them, in any future time to receive fuch
orders from the higher fervanis of the
crown, as would be incontiftent with our
rights and privileges, we have fuppofed,
notwithftanding they would confider them-
{clves as being nrader prior obligations to
the king of kings, and c¢bov God, rather
than men. -'

WEe have been ufed to think they
would eltcem the fervice of hic maje-
jefty within this previnee, and the good of
the province, as baing the fame, and that
it is as impofitble for his majefty to have
any good in America, {eparate from the
good ot hisAmerican {ubjcéts,as it is to have
any good inGreat-Briwin feparate from the

good of L Eritith subreds, TH

————
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THE end of government, certainly, re-
qbires men ot fuch difpofitions and fenti-
ments to rule over this people. Preroga-
tive itfelf is not a power to do any thing
it pleafes, but a power to do fome things
for the good of the community, in fuch
cafzs as promulgated laws are not able ta
provide for it S

Cx~ thefe principles it is reafonable to
expedt that his Excellency who is lately
appointed to the government of this pro-
vince,and of whofe candor and moderation
we have heard with pleafure, will enter
on the duties of his high ftation, with
honor to himfelf and advantage to the
publick. and make the happinefs of this
people the great objet of his adminiftra-
tion, which is the fureft way to conciliate
their affections, and eftablith his own au-
thority.  We with his Excellency much
nf t!.2 divine prefence and guidance—the

fupports of religion—and the plaudit of

his final Judge.

Trr honorable Gentlemen, who are,
this day, to be concerned in the cxercife
of an Important charter privilege, the
co&ion of his Ma'edby's Céuncil, will not,

R a
s
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'tis prefumed, be unmindful of the - very
intereting nature of this publick tranfac-
tion, nor how far ity idfluence may ex-
tend. | - SRS

MucH lies at ftake, honored Fathers—
much depends, and will probably turn on
the choice you make of Councellors, not
to this proviace: only, but to the reft of
the colonies. In the prefent {cenes of ca-
lamity and-perplexity, when the conteft in
regard to the rights of the colonifts, rifes
high, every colony is deeply intereftéd in
the public condué of every other.

TuE happy union and fimilarity of
{entiment and meafures which take place
thro’ the continent in regard to our com-
mon fufferings, and which have added
weight to the American caufe, muft be
cherithed by every prudent and conftituti-
onal method, and will, we truft, meet with
vour countenance and cultivation.

THE acknowledged weight of the
Council -Board, in the government of this
province, and its influence into the wel
being of our churches, from its conne&iorn:
with, and infpc@ion over @ very refpecte-

bl
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ble feminary of learning, are-not your
only motives. But the united voice of
America, with. the folemnity of thunder
and with accents picrcing as the lightning,
awakes your attcnuon, and demands

fidelity.

Tm: ancient advice diQated to Mofcs,
by the priett of Midian, and approved of
God is admirably calculated, civil Fathers,
for,y,o_ur dire&tion on this ocraﬁon—-Tx_s
a fignificant compendium of the qualifi-
~cations of the perfons whom you ought
to favor with yeur fuffrages.—Thou fhalc
provide out of all the people, able men—
fuch as fear God, men of truth, and hat-
ing covetoufnefs, and place fuch over them.

THE prefent fituation. of our public
affairs requires good degrees of knowlcdge,
firmnefls of fpirit, patriotifm, and the fcar
ot God, in thofe who ftand at helm and
guide the {tate—they fhould be men able
:0 inveftigate the fource of our evils, point
out adequate remedies, and that have re-
{olution and public fpirit to appy them.

OuRr danocr is not viflionary, but real

—~Qur contention is not about trifles, bm.
abo
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about liberty and property ; and not ours
only, but thofe of pofterity, to the lateft
generations.  And every lover of mankind
will allow that thefc are important ob-
jects, too inefttmably - precious and valu-
able enjoyments to be treated with negleét,
and tamely furrendered :—For however
fome few, I fpeak it with regret and alto-
nithment, even from among ourfelves,
appear {ufficiently difpofed to ridicule the
rights of America, and ‘the liberties of
{ubje&ts ; 'tis plain- St. Paul, who was a
good judge, had a very different fenfe of
them —% He was on all occafions for
ftanding faft, not only in the libertics with
which Chrift had made him frece, from the
Jewifh law of ceremonies, but allo in that
liberty, with which the laws of nature,
and the Roman ftate, had made him Free
from oppreflion and tyranny.”

Ir I am miftaken in fuppofing plans
are formed, and excuting, {ubverfive of
our natural, and charter rights, and ;rivi-
leges, and incompatible with every idea of
liberty, all America is miftaken with me.

Ovr contihued complaints—OQur re-
peated, humble, but fruitlefs, unregarded
pCiinons
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petitions and remonftrances—and if I may.
be allowed the facred allufion, our groan-
ings, which cannot be uttercd, are at once
indications of our fufferings, and the fecl-
ing fenfc we have of them.

W think we are injured—We believe
we are denicd fome of thole privileges,
enjoyed by our fellow fubje@s in Great-
Britarn, which have not only been infured
to us by Royal Charter,but which we have
a natural independent right to.

AND it bears the harder on our fpirits,
when we recolle& the deep inwroughit
affe@ion we have always had for the pa-
rent {tate—our well known loyalty to our
Sovereign, and our unrcmitting attachment
to his illuftrious houfe, as well as ilic in-
effable toils, hardfhips and dangers whick
our Yathers endured, unaflifted, but by
Heaven, in planting this American wxldcr-
ncfs, and turning it into a fruitful ficld !

But in fuch c'ircumﬁanccs, we place
¢reat confidence in the wifdom and patrio-
tfim of our civil rulers—Qur eyes are fix-
cd on shem, and under the fmiles of 1lca-
van we exned a redrefs of our grievances

by
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by their indrumentality.  Or, 2t leaft, that
they will not be wanting, in any thing in
rheir power, confiftent with tag cutics of
their ftation, to effedt it

WE f{inccrely hope, and truf, tiic elec-
rions of this day will turn on racn, who
fhall be difpofed in their proper depart-
meent o reftore and eftablifh our righis—
Men acquainted with the feveral powers
velted in the honordbie bouru. and deter-
minecd, with perfevering fpicit, to aficrt and
uphold them—Men, in cvery view, friend-
1y to the conflitution of government in
this province, and refolved to maintain it,
undiminithed, and entire.

You will plealc to remember, Gentie-
men, that in this weighty affair, you do not
aét mm.rly for yourfelves—you ac for the
whole commusity—cvery wember has an
interelt in the tranf{adtion,

Bur above all, fuffor ms2 to remind vou,
tiiat you aét for God, and under his in-
[yzétion, by whole providence, this truft is
committed to you—-and that voy muf
nne day gwve an accouant to Him  wihofs
eyes are as a {lame of fire, of the moves
of your conduét. |

G WHON
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WHuEN the bufinefs of the day is
finithed ;—the legiflative body will enquire
into the interior flate of the province, and
enter upon public concerns relative to the
well ordering, and dircéting its affairs.

Bur whether circumftances require
any ncw laws to be enalted, or new re-
gulations, in any refped, madc, we wik
Iingly refer to the fuperior wifdom and
condu& of the guardians of our common
intereff—1I would, however, take the liber-
ty to fay, that lhc public good, the peace,
and profperity of this province, ought ever
10 lic near your hearts, and be kept in
view, as the pole frat, -by. which all your
dcbatcs, and govcmmcntal als, are 10 be

AND 1f you can do any thmg more
eflcual, than has yet been-done;. to pre-
vent the too general prevaience of vice,
and immorality, and promotc the know-
ledge and pra&ice of religion and godlinefs
among us, you will perform great good
fervice tor the publie—you will, hercby,
give us the highett reafon to hope,. and
belicve, that our mﬁmtclv good and gra-
cious God, the tenor of whole providence,

bash always, from the beginning, and res
ST - markably
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sarkably in the days of our New-England
progenitors, been favorable to his people,
i times. of calamity and darknefs, will
mrake bare his arm, and dcliver us from
our publicembarraflments—Righteoufnefs
exalteth a nation—buyt fin is the reproach,
and if continued, will be the ruin of any

pcoplc.

BuT if you can do no more for fo ex-
cellent a purpofe ; let us, notwithftanding,
for your own fakes, and for ours, be
affyred of the bencfit of your example.

WE are eafily led by the example of our
fupcriors, whom we refpe& and revere,
and when it is turn~d on the fide of reli-
gion and virrue, it cannot fail of happy
influence into the religion of our minds,
and the morality ot our ljves.

Dip men of exalted ftations and cha-
ra&ers, confider how much it i1s in their
power to reform or corrupt the age,—the
lower ranks and clafles of mankind, we
mighe expect a condu@ from them, that
would teach us to conne® the ideas of
greatocfsand religion, —at leaft,more nearly
than we seo generally have done,

) Wa
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WE are thcrc fore, willing 10 think, s%:
we fincerely wifh, ihat frony & proper zeal
for the divine glory, and a ‘generous ‘re-
aard to their fellow men, our:civil fathers
will go before us in the vaiform lpramce
of pure religion, and undcﬁlcd beforeGod
and the Father. ~

UnDER the adminiftration of rulers of
fuch a chara&cr, we fhall not rejoice meer-
ly in a civil view, bot in the profperity of
our fouls fhall we be glad, and rejoice
before God, exceedingly, - i

‘BErorE Iclofe, I may not omit put-
ting the whole body of - this “ people in
mind to be fubje&t to principalities and
p’éwcrs,' and to obey magi&ratcs.

Tnis is the dire&tion given to Titus by.
the fame Apoftle, who in another Epnmc
has limited thc obedience of fubjeéts, to
fuch rulers as anfwer the end of their
appointment ; the like limitation is there-
fore to be underftoed here—To fuch ma-
piftrates as rule well, who are a terror, not
o good works, but to the evil, which is
the realonSt. Paul has afligned why {ubjeéts
arc obliged,in point of confcience,to fubmie

tothem—to fuch magiftrates, [ [ay,the moft
chearful
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cheasful obedience is due from the people,
as being the greateft bleflings focicty exh
joy—-—and to withhold obedience frodl
fuch, is the greateft of crimes, as it dxrc&iy
tends to public confufion and rain,

As a people we have ever been remark-
ably tender both of our civil and religious
liberties ; and ’tis hoped, thc fervor of our
regard for them, wxll not cool, till the
fun fhall be darkened, and the moon Ihall
not give her light.

But juftice to ourfclves requircs us to
fay, that we have been as remarkable for
our fteady, uniform fubmiffion to thofe
who have had the rule over us. -~

Ir it fhould be affirmed that no ins
" Rance of general complaint and uneafinéfs
has been known among us from thé fet-
tlement of our Fathers in America, but
when our liberties have been evidently
firuck at, [ believe, impartial hiftory would
{upport the fentiment.

IF we have complained‘, we have had
too manifelt occalion for it; and all
writers on government but thofe of'a rank,
arbitrary, popith complexion, allow of
complaiats, and remonftrances, and even

oppolitioH
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oppofition to meafures, in free govern-
ments, which the pcople know to be
wrong ; and indeed were not this the cafe,
therc would foon be no fuch governments

on carth.

TRE people in this province, and in
the other colonies, love and revere civil
govemmcnt—-thcy love peace and order—
but they are not willing to part with any
of thofe rights and privileges, for which
they have, in many refpedts, paid very dear.

THE foil we tread on is our own, the
heritage of our Fathers, who purchafed it
by fair bargain of the natives, nnlefs I
muft except a part, which they af:crwards,
in their own juft defence, obtained by
conqucﬂ-——-Wc have therefore an exclufive
right to it.

For, how far foever difcovery may
cpcratc, in acquiring a right in wild unin-

habited countries ; ; cvery one muft allow
1t could acquire none in this ichab; ted,
it was, who is not wiliing to ¢rant, that
the natives of America would have acquired
as good a right t» Great Ihitain cr any
part ¢f EBurope, il their puvicaiion had
been able, at the famz ¢! €, LU aave walted

them in {ight of i,
Cut
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But while we are difpofed to aflert cur
tights, and hold our hbcmcs facred, let
us not decline from our former teemper,
and defpite government ; but may we al-
ways be ready to efteem and fupport it, in
its trueft dignity and majefty. Let us ref.
pefaand honor our civil rulers, and " as
much as poflible lighten their burdens by
a chearful obcdxcncc to their laws, without
which the great end of govcrn‘ncnt the
public fafety and happmcfs, cannor bc
promotcd.

UNDER the preﬁ'mw growing wcxglt
of our publi¢ troubles and difficulties, our
hearts, tho' perplexed, have not fainted—
We wait for the falvation of God—-It is
better to truft in the Lord than to put.con®
fidence in princes —Lct us go on ta tenft
in him, 'till God himfclf fhall rife to fave
us—Let us not divide and crumbleinto
parties, on little 1rregu!ar1t1cs, which, how-
ever aggravated by fonic; aré; in our cir-
cumftances,almeoft unavoidable. © Bug may
we have that wifdom which - is profitable
to dire&, and diﬁingu‘lﬂl between whzt
hds, and what has not; a t¢ndéncy to “re-
move our burdens, and prolong our juft
rights’ and I"»ertics cﬁuua‘ly, let us be
on or goird aciin it a imm of licentioul-

nefs,
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nefs, which is the reproach of true liberty,
and has been the overthrow of free go-
vernments. . |

"AND by whatever titles and chara&ers
we may be diftinguithed, in the limited
governments ot this world, let us bear it
on our hearts, that we are al] fubjeés of
the divir , vniverfal government, which is
adminift :d in rightcoufnefs ; and muf
fhortly .ender an account of our condut
under it to God, the judge of all.

" Ir this important confrderation was
duly imprefled on' the minds of all ranks
and orders of men, it would lead us o
-acquire and cultivate the fpirit of the gof-
'fcl, which is a fpirit of love and benevo-
cnce, and bepet a condu&®, which while
it ripens us thro’ grace for immortality and
glory, would be greatly promotive of the

prefent benefit of human fociety.—

AND when, by the efficacious influence
of -the bleffed {pirit, our rational and im-
mortal part is cftablifhed in its jufl fopre-
amcy—when our appetites and paffions
are fubjelt to its authority, -and our de-
fircs.regular,modeft & juft-—Then fhall our
righteonfnefs go forth as brightnefs, ard
our falvation as a lamp that burnctk.
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