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PRETFA CE.

T b following fermon was firft delivered to
~ the people of my charge, at an evenng lec-
ture, upwards of nineteen years age.  Many
earnclt Joliciiations that il might be prinied,
bave been withflood s and it would bive flilf
flept in oblivion, bhad not the pratlice inveighed
agdinlt been revived, and attended to, 1n a fran-
tick manner, at a Lime when every toiny iz Pro-
vidence 15 caling us Lo differcnt exercijes.  The
Judgments of God cie now [pread over ur land,
and the inbabitauts sught to learn righteoufnefs.
Jhe alarin of war---the clangur of arms---the
varisents rolled in blovd---the [ufferings of our
Svethren in (be Northeriz States, and of others
in a ftate of caplivity sy together with the late
dreadful conflegration in vhis lown, are o maiy
Leud calls to vepentance, veformation of lije, and
prayer, that the wraih of God gy be turned
away [rom us: Inflecd of which, we are fwal-
lowwed vp in pleafure and dillipation.  Ii will
pavdly be creditea, that the fire was fearce
extinguifhed in Charleftown, Jefore we tad
Bails, Afjeinblies and Dances in every quarter :
and even in fome of thefe boufes which miracu-
Lauflly efcaped the flames.  And who can belizve
dlhat our youth are wow laught to alt pluys
publickly on the fagsz, while the theatie is
creded with fpeflacors ¢ 15 it thus we requeie
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the Lord for our deliverance 2 The monumental
ruins of this town, will rife up in judgment
againft the inbalitants, and condemn them for
Juch impaeties.  The fons and daughters of plea-

Jure may [coff at fuch [erious hints, but God
will not be mocked. I am no prophet, nor the
fin of a prophet, and vet will venture io pre-
dift, that other, and perbaps greater judgments
will yet light upon us, unlefs we repent.

With regard to the following difcourfe, I
have only to [ay, that it is prefented to publick
view, at the defire of many friends, and the
call of Providence, and that 1 bave thereby
borne my teftimony aganft. what I look upon as
v {inful diverhon: and fhall now [ubmit it to
the blefling of God, and the candor of thoje who
may read it.

But I cannot conclude without expreffing the
grateful fenfe I feel, of my obligations to the many
Gentlemen, who, without my knowledge, or re-
queft, have fo liberally contributed towards de-
fraying the expence of this publicarion; that
little or nothing is left for me to do, fave pre-
paring the copy for the prefs. They may be
ajfured that their benevolence and generofity will
wot be forgotten by

Their obliged friend,
(An unworthy fervant of Chrift)
OLIVER HART.

Charlefown, S. Carnlina,

Apnl 1gth, 1778, A
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S E R M O N.

JoB xx1. 11. Their Children dance.

HE bare readingof my text hath, Idoubt

not, occalioned a {’nanoe emotion of
ipirits in many of my hearers ; by fome I may
be pitied tor my folly, by or_her’-., delpifed
and rnidiculed.  Be this as 1t may, 1t gives
me little or no concern. Ui 1 had not been
willing to endure the {coff of the world, 1
thould never have made an open protfeflion
of the religion of Jefus; mvdl lets thould I
have become a preacher ot his much-dcipifed
gofpel. He, however, who ventures to at-
tack vice, 1in a public manner, ought to be
poflefled of fome degree ot fortitude and re-
folution ; for fin is a monfter of more than
a thouﬁmd heads; fhould he flay {fome, there
will be many yet remaining, and he may ex-
pect to be attacked on every {ide; efpecially
it he fhould dare to level at fome popular
darling vice; one that hath been much ca-
refled, and that too by the more polite part

of
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of the world: in this cafe, there will be a
mighty uproar among the people. The whole
city, or country, will be filled with wrath, as
Demetrius and his aflociates were, when they
cried out, ¢ Greatis Diara of the Ephefi-
ans.”  Or, as Micab, when ftripped of lis
1dols, and exclaimed, ¢ Ye have taken away
¢ my gods, and what have I more ¢”
However, leaving the event to God, I'am
determined, in faithfulnefs to my truft, to
maintain an open and vigorous war with all
the vices and finful diverfions of the age.
Were I to a&t otherwife, my own confcience
would condemn me, and the world might
juitly reproach me, for my unfaithfulnets.
This therefore may juftify me, for entering
on fuch a fubject; which I fhall introduce
by making fome remarks on the context;
in which 7o/ fcems to be at a lofs to ac-
count for the dipenfations of divine Provi-
dence, with regard to the profperity of the
wicked. The triends of Feb were far trom
comforting him, as they propofed, under his
afflictions, and which they might have done
by nhferving to him, that one event often
happeneth to the righteous and to the wicked ;
fo that no man can certainly judge of love
or hatred, by all that 1s done under the fun
and that chaftifements are 10 far from being
pofitive tokens of divine wrath, they fome-
times rather indicate love; fcr whom the
Lord loveth he chafteneth,and rebukethevery
lon
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for whom he receiveth.  Such hints as thefe
m.ght have afforded 704 fome confolation,
under his heavy trials.  But his three friends
took a contrary methed, which wounded, in-
ftead of comforting him.  The doétrine
wiich they laid down, and endeavoured to
maintain was this, that wicked men owly are
feverely afflicted in this world. Hence, in-
{tead of comforting Fob, as an afflicted faint,
they cenfure him as a vile {inner, and an
hypocrite. 7ol labours to refute their argu-
ments, and maintain his own innocence. He
affirms that the wicked often flounifh, be-
come rich and great in the world ; when the
righteous, on the other hand, are greatly af-
flitted, and ftripped of all their worldly poi-
feflions. He 1inftances in his own cafe, and
then proceeds to point out the profperous cir-
cumitances of the wicked, together with
their vain and impious practices.

Mark me, {ays Fob, confider my prefent do-
lorous condition, and be aftonifhed, at the deal-
ings of God with me. Can you juftly charge
me with any grofs and impious prattices,
which according to your hypothefis fhould
bring down the judgments of God upon me?
You cannot ; theretore lay your hand upon your
mouth. I'ry no more to vindicate your opi-
nion, when you have a living inftance, in
oppofition to 1t, before your eyes. As for
my own part, even when I remember my for-
mer flourifhing circumitances, and confider

hovw
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how 1 am ftripped naked and bare, and vis
fited with the moft painful and loathiome
diforders, I ai: afraid of thofe judgments of
the Almighty, aul tiembling tak-th hold on
my fle/h , not being able to account for my
being thus afli:te d, while the wicked Q0 on
unpunithed.  Tell me, if you can, where-
fore do the wickz:d live, become old, yea, are
mighty in power? tlow douth this caincide
with your opinwa, that God will furely take
vengeance on the wicked, i this life? The
reverfe of this feems to be the cafe, tor their
boufes are fafe from fear, neither is the rod of
God upra them.  They are not afflicted, or
placgued like other men.  They iwim 1n at-
fluence and roll in pleajure; there 1s no end
to their wealth.  And wiih their rickes, their
famulies increale, {o that they fhall not want
heirs.  Their wd is clollilbed in their fight,
and their offsprizy | ¢fore their eyes.  They live
to fee their cmdzus children, a numerons
progeny, around them. So that they fend
Jorth their liitle ones like a flock, for mulniade;
they going betore them, like a thepierd ; not
to the houfe ot G .d, to engaze In iolumx
devotion; ra her o balls a(fe pbles and the
play-houle, where 22 tmcc she timorel and
barp, and luu | ke 1ftruments of m -{ick,
with which thev play, and their children dance,
Thus merrily they go on, regardiels of a fu-
ture ftate, or erernal Judgmcnt They [pend
their days in wealin, which they Iquaider vp-
Ol
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on their lufts and pleafures, in great abuna
dance, alihough they can fpare httle or ne-
thing for the poor, or any other pious pur-
poies,  After they have thus run their race---
in a moment they go down to the pit. Without
any apprehenfion of danger. The wicked
have no bands in their death, Their prin-
cipal conce n in life is to gratify their corrupt
inchinations s therefore they fay unto God, de~
part frem us: for we defire not the know/edge
of thy ways. The thoughts of God are dif-
agrecable to *hem, and his ways, which are
the wavs of holinefs, they cannost endure,
Like Pharaob, they know not the Lord, nei-
ther will they obey him. What is the Al-
mighty, fay they, that we fbould [erve bim 2
And what profit fhould we have, if we pray
unto bim? T hus fullnefs of riches, ltonour and
pleafure fwell mens minds with pride, and
beget in them mean, abfurd and atheiftical
notions of the Deity.  They look upon him,
as a mere 1dol, as nothing in the world ; and
therefore conclude that they can derive no
advantage from praying unto him.

‘T'his 1s the charalter of the wicked, as
drawn by Fob; a perfect and upright man,
who feared God and efchewed evil. In the
midft of which defcription, and as a part of
it, ftands that very polite, and much efteem-
ed practice of dancing. A diveriion, which
in all ages hath had ws admirers and votaries.
‘To oppofe it, will be to incur the cenfure o

B 1e
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all the gay gentry 5 and, witly them however,
to forfeit all pretenfions to rpolite breeding,
and good manners. I am wiling to mqnc
greater confequences than thefe, that T may
mamtain a confoence void of offence, to-
wards God and rowards man.  Bear with me
then, while'l bear my teftimony againft a
practice, which I fook Upon as fmtui and
oppoled to the chrittian character.  And
which 7ob, in our text, certainly ipeaks of
as conftituting part ot the charaler of the
wickew. ' And ther children dance. Oblerve,
it 15 thelr children, 7. e. the children of {uch
wicked parents as he was defcribing. By
¢bildren we do not always underfland children
as to age; fometimes it intends thofe who
have delcended from fuch or fuch parents,
although they themielves may have arrived
at mens or womens cftate.  And it we take
the word cbildren 1n our text, 1n this fenle,
the meaning of Job appears eviden'ly to be
this, that the families, or pofterity of wicked
parents, give 1nto this praltice. Would to
God that none of the defcendants of pious
parents, ever imitated their bad example:
and that it might never be faid of any but
wicked paxents-—-—ﬂnd their children dance.

In treating on this uncommon {ubjedt, I
deflign

I. To ftate the argument, by giving a
{criptural definition of “the word dance.

1. Prove, by various argumcnts, that

dan-
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dancing, according to the common mode, is
ablolutely finful. |
ILI[. Reply to the moft popular arguments
ufed 1n favour of dancing.
IV. Conclude with a brief improvement.
I. I am to ftate the argument, by giving
a {criprural definition of the word dance.
Dancing, aecording to the fcripture ac-
count, 1s fometimes to be taken in a good
fenfe ; and then 1t is expreflive of the inward
{ -iritual joy of the heart, which was common-
ly manifetted by a comely motion of the
body :---attended with fongs of praife to God,
for fome deliverance obtained, or mercy re-
ccived. Thus was dancing attended to, or
practifed by the good people of old, 1n a re-
hgious way. When their fongs were {piritual,
and the mufick, as alfo the motion of their
bodies, were fuited thereto. Agreeable to
which are the words 1n Plal. cxlix. 3. Let
them praife bis name in the dance: let thews
Sing praifes unto bim with the timbrel and barp.
It was thus David danced betore the ark,
2 Sam. vi. 16. And in this manner moft of
the dances, which the children of Ifrae/ had,
were attended to 5 as you may {ee by con-
julting the paﬁagcs in Scripture, where they
are recorded.  As for inftance, when the
Iord had deftroyed Pharaoh and his army
in the Red f{ea, the Ifraelitifh women fung
and danced. See Exod. xv. 20, 21. And
Miriam the prophetefs, the fifter of daron, took

B2 a
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-@ timbrel in bey band, and all the women went
out after ber, with timbrels and dances.  sind
Miriam anfwered them, fing unto the Lord,
for be bath triumphed glorionfly ; the berfe and
bis rider bath be thrown intc the fea.---Such a
fong as chis becomes a rational m:nd, and is
fuitable to the tafte of the greaefl] faint in
the world. But it would not be fo agreeable
to our modern dancers ; were it to be fung in
their affemblies, it would be to them as {inoke
to the eves, or vinegar to the teeth., Unto
fuch mufick and dancing cur Lord alludes,
in the parable of the prodigal fon,  Such
kind of dancing was lawful and holy, and by
no means to be condemned.

Buc there 1s another fort of dancing fpoken
of in fcripture, which confifts in a motion of
the body, feemly, or unfeemly, ftirred up by
natural or carnal joy, to pleale or faucty our-
felves or others : without any view to the glo-
ry of God, or the benefit of foul.. Thus
that fine young lady, the daughter of fero-
dias, danced, on Herod’s birth day ; 1t fhould
feem that the opened the ball, and pertormed
fo well as to fill the king with raptures of
joys whereupon, in a courdy dialect, he
promifed the young lady whatloever fhe
fhould afk, ever to the haif of his kingdom.
She, being afcre inftrucled by her mother,
very modeftly atked no greater a reward,
than the head of Jobn the Bapuft in a charger.

Thus, as a reward for dancing, the harbin-
zer
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ger of Chrift loft his life.  Enough, one
would think, to caufe every ferious perfon to
abhor the practice tor ever. It is this profane
kind of dancing that is intended i1 our text;
the fame with what 1s now 1w vogue ; and
which, it it were fet in a proper hight, would
not appear altogether fuch an innocent diver-
fion as i1s generally imagined. 1 proceed
theretore,

I11. To prove that dancing, according to
the common, modern mode, 1s abfoluicly
fintul.

Some may be ready to think that this is a
ftrange undertaking, ard that I fhall certainly
faill in the attempt. It will be bur fair, and
theretore 1 have a right to expect, that you
fhould fufpend your judgment, unul I have
done; hear with candour, then weigh the
arguments in the ballance of the fan¢tuary ;
and if they prove too light, or infufiicient w
pxovc the point, reject them.

Then, I argue that dancing, according
to [hc modern mode is finful, becaufe 1t con-
tributes nmhmg to the chief cnd of man, nay,
is contrary to it. You know that the chicf
end of man is to glorify God. And this ought
to be our principal aim in every thing we do.
1 Cor. x. 31. Whether therefore ye eat or drink,
or whatfoever ye do, do all to tbe glory of God,
Now 1 would afk our*advocates for danciny,
what tendency that practice has to glonty
.God? Can you fay that you have any view

to
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to the glory of God in it? I am perfuaded
you will not dare thus to give your conicience
the lie.  And if 1t fhould be proved, as I
prefume it will, that dancing contributes ra-
ther to promote the interelt of Satan than the
glory of God, 1t follows that the practice is
diretly contrary to the chief end of man,
Only give this one argument its proper {cope,
and due weight, and dancing will foon ceaie.
2. A coiroborating argument may be
drawn from Rom. xiv. 23. Whatfoever is not
of faith is fin: but dancing 15 not of faith,
therefore it is fin. But perbaps fome may
query, * What has this text to do with our
diverfions, or any of our trivial concerns ?”
I fhall anfwer in the words of a learned Ex-
pofitor. ¢ This 1sa general rule, or axiom,
which s not only applicable to the prelent
cafe, but to any other, whether of a natural,
civil, moral, or evangelic kind ; whatever
1S not grceablc to the word and ‘doftrine of
taith ought not to be done ; whatever 1s done
without taith, or not in the exercife of ity 1S
culpable, for without faith nothing can be
plealing to God.” Therefore, unul 1t can
be proved that dancing is of faith, you mutt
excufe me if | infift chac 1t is a fintul practice.
. Whatever action in hfe we cannot pray

for a blefling upon, muft be unlawful and
finful; and fuch an one is dancing ; there-
fore it ought to be avoided. Will any fay

¢ we are not bound to fcek the blefling of
bud
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God upon our ordinary concerns?” T will
confront them with the words of Solomon.
In all thy ways acknowledge bim, and be fhall
direét thy patbs. Prov.. 6. Such univerfal
picty may not indeed fuit the tafte of frolick-
ers and dancers; but it well becomes the cha-
racter of all the profefied difciples of Jefus
Chrift.  But thould any query, “ Why may
we not pray for a blcfling on our dances?””
I aniwer, you may nor, becauvfe God has
never promiled to give a blefling to fuch
practices; therefore fuch a prayer would be
fin.  Way, you cannot do it, becaufe 1t would
be a profanation of the duty, and your con-
fciences will not admit of it.

4. The injunétion which is laid upon us to
redeem the time, pmubxrs our mifpending
1tin fuch praftices, " ume 1s a precious jewel,
put into our hands to improve for eternity ;
and thofe who tnfle 1t away, are (in the fcrip-
ture account) very fools. Eph. v. 15, 16. See
then that ye walk circumfpeiily, not as fools,
but as wife,---redeeming the time. Can it with
truth be faid, that the ume which is fpent at
balls, aflemblies and dances 1s redeemed? No
juch thing. Itisfquandered away---it is mur-
dered --1t 1s confumed on our lufts; and how
our dancers will be able to anfwer to God,
for all the time they have thus fhametfully
mifimproved, another day will determine.

5. It occafions an extravagant wafte of
money ; with which great good nught be

done,
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done. After enough hath veen thrown away
upon a child, at the dancing {chool, to have
cducated two or three poor chiidren, then
truly mifs muft be drefled cap-a-pee to make
a thining figure at the ball; which expends
enough to relieve a virtuous family in diftrefs,
or cloath half a dozen orphan children. If
this is to be good ftewards of our money, I
confefs 1 am very much miftaken. And
Sflewards we certainly are, and only ftewards
of all we poffefs; and muit be accountable
unto God for the fpending of our {ubftance.
I am apprehenfive our dancers think but too
little of this. Sirs, you would do well to
confider, that in a little time the Loid will
fay, ¢ Come, give an account of thy fteward-
fhip, for thou maveft be no longer fteward.”

6. The thoughts of having ihus {quander-
ed our precious time, muft occafion very un-
eafy refleCtions on a dying bed. Unlels the
confcience fhould then be afleep, which would
avail but for a litle while; for at death the
illufion muit vanifh, and then it would be ftill
more terrible to awake in hell. However,
thofe diverfions, which were fo pleafing to
the carnal mind, while in health and ftrength,
can afford no comfortable refle&tions in ady-
ing hour. The dancer will then be ready to
fay, < Wretch that I was, thus to fquander
away my precious time, ry health, ftrength
and eltate upon my idle diverfions! How

much better might I have improved the blef-
fings
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fings which Providence beftowed upon me ?
How much might I have done for God and
my own foul ? But, alas, they were objeéts,
too much neglected! How ought I to have
redeemed my time, in preparing for death
and eternity ? But, fool that I was, I fpent
my life in vain mirth, and finful pleafures.
O, for thofe precious moments which I have
loft! But they are gone---they are loft for
ever; and I am afraid my God, my heaven,
my foul are loft too! Pity, and pray for me,
O my friends; and let my late repentance ke
a warning to you. O guard againit thofe fin-
ful diverfions on which my poor foul hath

een fhipwrecked.” Such a fcene might af-
feCt one of our dancers, and for a little time
make him ferious. But how foon do fuch
impreflions wear off ! And then the libertine
returns to his folly.

7. It behoves us to live each day and hour,
as we would wifh to die; and not to engage
in any thing that would alarm us, in cafe
death fhould overtake us in the a&. The
truth and uulity of this aflertion none wiil
deny.  Let me then afk, would you be will-
ing to meet with death at a ball, or a dance?
You would not. And how do you know,
when you venture on the inchanted ground,
that you fhall come away alive? And is this
to hold yourlelves in readinefs ? Think, O
my friends, how you would look---how you
would teel, fhould this ever happen.  Hor-

¢ ror
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ror would faften on your countenance,.---
trembling feize every joint and nerve, and the
convulfive pangs of conicience would be more
intolerable than the tortures of the bloody in-
quifition. ~ You would probably ufe the lan-
guage of a fair lady, in a dialogue with death,
“[ little thought you would have call’d

fo {oon:
¢ And muft my morning fun go down at

" noon?
O, dreadful! To be cut off, in the midft of
my pleafures---to be hurried from a ball to
the bar---without any time 10 repent, or pre-
pare for eternity ! But perhaps you will fay,
*“ Would you have us always on our knees,
waiting for death ? I anfwer, no. You may
boldly meet death when engaged about your
fecular concerns, or any of the duties of life.
I remember to have read, I think, in the life
of Lord Chief Juflice Hale, that at the tume
of {eflions, while one of the attornies was
pleading, there came on a moft terrible thun-
der ftorm, which filenced the attorney ; upon
which the Judge faid to him, Sir, why den’t
you goon ¢ Go on, my Loid, faid the at-
torney, don’t you fee how black the heavens
are, and the lightning rolling on the ground,
while the thunder roars as though the laft day
were come ?---And fuppofe 1t 1s, faid his
Lordfhip, are you not in the way of your
duty ? 1 am here about my bufinefs, and I
am s willing to go from hence to judgment,
as
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4s I fhovid if I were on my knees in my clo-
fct.  The way of duty 1s the way of fafety,
“and while thus ergaged we have nothing to
fear ; but who could manifeft fuch foruiude
at a dance?

§. 'The converfation at dances 1s inconfift-
ent with chriftianity 3 I will appeal to the con-
icience of thole who frequent fuch places,
whether or no flattery, lying, nibaldry and
nonfenfe doth not abound there? Little, I
fear, 1s to be heard, that hath any tendency
to reform the manners, or improve the mind;
much lefs, to minifter grace to the hearers.
There may be enough to corrupt the morals
and viciate the tafte of both fexes. Is it not
from hence, at leaft in part, that we have fo
much oblfcene, vulgar and protane converia-
tion amongft us? Our merry gentry, who
dehighe fo much in tfrolicking and dancing,
would do well to conflider how they will an-
fwer tor all their flthinefs, foolith talking,
jefting and fuch like things ; when they come
to ftand at the bar of God.

9. Again, Many dances are extremely im-
modeft, and incentive to uncleannefs. This
15 acknowledged by Mr. Addijon, although
an advocate for dancing. ¢ As tor country
dancing, faith he, it muft indeed be confei-
fed, that the great familiarity between the
two fexes on this occafion, may fometimes
produce very dangerous confequences.” But
modefty bids me be fparing here, otherwife

C 2 o more
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more might be faid. My foul, come not
theu into their fecrets, and unto their affem-
blies, mine honcur, be not thou united.

10. Farther, "i’he mufick which leads the
dance, is often very oblfcene; the tunes be-
ing adapted to the moft vulgar and filchy
fongs ; which have a teadency to pollute the
imagination, and to raife unchafte thoughts
in the mind. Thus the heart becomes a fink
of uncleannefs---a cage of all manner of abo-
minable and filthy lufts.

11. Moreover, The practice we are {peak-
ing of, cannot be endured in a minilter. And
why fo? If there is no harm in it, and if it
may be attended to with advantage, why muft
minifters be prohibited the prattice? The
thing fpeaks for itfelf : people are confcious
that it is an evil, and therefore, although they
will indulge themfelves in it, they will not
allow it 'n thofe who have the care of their
fouls. As for my own part, I think indeed
a dancing parfon, i1s an odd charaéer; and
a dancing chriftian, is not much better, And
our advocates for dancing would do well to
confider, that the Almighty hath no more
allowed them a difpenfation in this cale, than
their minifters.

12. Cuce more, This practice renders per-
fons the molt unhike toChrift, our greatpattern
and exempler. Did Jefus ever indulge himielf
m mirth? No. Frequently did he mourn over
fuch impieties, but never did he countenance
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them, in any way whatever. The do&rines,
precepts and examples ot Chrift, all prohibit
vain mirth---1dle and finful diverfions. Thofe
who indulge themfelves in thefc, act liame-
trically oppofite to the religion of Jefus;
which enjoins temperance, mortification, felf-
lt‘mdl and the like virtues.

. In fine, The greatelt, and beft of men
have ever bore 2 teﬁlmony aoamﬁ the prac-
tice of ddncmg I thall quote fome pafia-
ges from feveral authors, which 1 fhall do in
their own words; hoping that their fentiments
may make fome 1mpreﬂ lon upon your minds.
We fhall begin with the obfervations of that
truly great and good man, Mr. Cary/, vpon
our text and context.

Their children dance, that s, faith Mr. Caryl,
they are inftructed and taught the art of mu-
fick and dancing; or there is rejoicing among
them; this is proper to the age and ftate of
cluldxen Chrift limiclf fpeaks as it this were
the trade of children. Matt, x1. 16. Whkere-
unto fball I liken this generation 2 They are like
childven fitting in the market place.  What do
thcy there 2 Are they bu, ing or felling ? Are
they Largaining or trading ; No, that is the
bufinels of men. Whar do the child ren tiere?
it ey ca I to their feilows and fay, #e bave
piped to ysu, and ye bave not dancedy we bave
mourned L0 you, and ve have not [zzmented.---
T key take the timbrel and the harp. 'They live
in plealure ; hence oblerve, worldly men
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hreed their children vainly. Here is a de-
fcription of their education; they are fent
forth as a flock 1n a dance, plaving upon the
timbrel, &c. Here is all the knowledge and
Yterature they are brought up to; here s all
their reiigion, all the catechifm that they a-e
taught.  I'he Lord giveth this report of -
orehan, who had a numerous family, 7 know
Diis that be will command bis chbildren, and bis
houfbold after him, and they fhall keep the way
of the Lord. Gen. xville 19, Abraham did
not teach his to dance. Here was education
in the fear of the Lord.

'T'hus far are the words of Mr. Caryl. The
pious Mr. Ienry, upnn the place, faith,

They are merry and live a jovial life.
They have their balls and mufick meetings,
at which their children dance ; and dancing 1s
ficteft for children, who know not how
betier to fpend their time, and whofe 1mno-
cency guards them againft the mifchiefs which
commonly attend 1. Their children do not
pray, or fay their catechiim, but dance and
fing, and rejoice at the found of bz oigan.
Senfual pleafures are all the deiights of carnal
people; and as men are themiclves {o they
b:eed their children.

I fhall add the words of the learned and
sudicious Dr. G7l, in his expofiuon of the text.

And their children dance, either 1n an 1nar-
tificial way, fkip and trifk, and play lke
calves and lambs, and fo are very diverting
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to their parents, as well as thews them to be
in good health 5 which adds to their parents
happinels and pleafure: or in au artific at way,
being taughit to dance; and 1t thould be ob-
ferved, it is zbeir children, the children of
the wicked, and not of the godly, that are
thus brought up; fo Abrabam did not tram
up his cnildren, nor Job his; no inltance can
be given of thie children of good men being
traincd up in this manner, or of thetr children
dancing 1n an irreligious way.

T'his 1s the teftimony of the great Dr. Gi/l
Mr. Bexter fpeaking of dancings, revellings
and 1dle diverlions, interrogates thus,

Doft thou not know that thou haft higher
delights to mind? And are thefe toys be-
feeming a noble foul, that hath holy and hea-
venly matters to delight 1a ? Doft thou not
feel what a plague the very pleafure 1s to thy
affections 7 How 1t bewitcheth thee, and be-
tooleth thee, and maketh thee out of love
with holinefs, and unfit for any thing that is
good ¢ Again, Is it {port that thou needeft?
Doft thou not more need Chrift, and grace,
and pardon, and preparation for death and
judgment, and affurance of falvation? Why
then are not thefe thy bufinefs? Farcher, Hatt
thou not a God to obey and ferve ! And doth
he not always fee thee? And will ke not judge
thee 7 Alas! thou knoweft not how foon.
Though thou be merry in thy youth, and thy
heart cheer thee, and thou walk 1 the ways

.
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of thy heart, and the fizht of thine eyes,
know thou that for all thele things God Wl“
bring thee into judgment.

I thall conclude this head wich a paflage
from Moreland’s hiftory of the evangelical
churches c{ the valiies of Picdmons. Llere I
would obferve, that thefe were the only pure
churches in the world, for feveral centuries.
When the world wandered atter the beaft,
thefe people adhered itrictly to the religion
of Jefus. They were remarkebl: for piety,
and endured the moft cruel perizcutions for
the caufe of Chrift. In the tenth article of
their difcipline, which treats of balls and
dances, they fay,

A ball i1s the devil’s proceflion, and who-
foever entereth there, entereth nto his pro-
ceflion.  'The devilis the leader, the middle,
and the end of the dance.  So many paces as
a man maketh in a bull, fo many leaps he
maketh towards hell.  They fin in dancing
fundry ways, firlt, in walking, for all their
paces are numbered ; they {in in touching, n|
their ornaments, 1n hearing and {eeing, 1n
fpeaking, in finging, in lies and vanities. A
bail is nothing but mifery, fin and vanity.

They obferve that the dancing of a dam-
fel, caufed Foon the Bapuft’s head to be cut
off ; and that the dancing of the children of
]f[mel, caufed Mo/es to breuk the two tables
of the law. They alto prove that the ten
commandments are viclated by balls.  They
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cite a gulage Lo St dugufiine, wherein he
faith, ‘¢ The miferable dancer; knoweth not,
that fo thany paces as he maketh ata ball, by
fo many leaps he draweth nearer to. hell.”

Thus have I offered fome reafons and ar-
guments; which have determined me againtt
dancing ; which 1 have enforced by the tefti-
mony of feveral great and good men ; whe:-
ther or no the whole hath tufficient. forge to
prove the unlawfulnefs and finfulnefs of the
ptactice, muft be left to the candor of fer;-
ous minds. R

After all, it may be thought that my
work is but haif done, unlefs 1 can anfwer
whatever may be brough: in fupport of this
favourite, and faliely cailed, polite diverfion.
And this brings m=, o

III. To reply to the moft popular argu-
ments uled in favour of dancing;,

1. Onc of the moft popular arguments (or
rather exeufes) for this practice is; “ I can
fee no harmi in it, therefore it can be no
cririe in me.” Poor creature.---You can fee
no hariit in it,---This is of as much force, as
if a blind man was to tell us that he could
neither diftinguifh colours, nor fee the light.
We may pity your unhappinefs, but cannot
give you eyes. But:you conclude, 1t cannot
be a crime in you, becaufe you do not view
it in that light. If we are not cognizable
for fins of ignorance, Sau! was not chargeable
with guilt, when he perfecuted the church,
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and yet, for this reafon-he accounted himfelf
the chief-of finners. Burt it may be you are
wnm‘!' blind. You might be better inftruét-
<Gy T you would. Let me therefore advife
you to:pray to God for inftruétion, in this
mattery Ta'ymg yourfdf open to convition ;
and 1 adi perfuaded you will foon fee an evil
in dancmg, ‘tor which you muft be account-
able to God.

:2, It may be fald ‘ Dancing is'a part of
good breeding, wnhout which we are not
qualified for company, but fhall appear fin-
gular and be laughed ar,”

Perhaps  cuftom may have induced the
world to'look upon dancing as a branch of
good breeding, rather than 2 any excellency in
itfelf. However, to give this plea all its
force, I will grant that fome advantages might
be derived trom the dancing Ichool, it pro-
perly managed ; and poflibly may asitis, fo
far as 1t teaches a gracetul mein, an ealy car-
riage and a genteel behaviour. But thefe ad-
vantages will by no means compenfate for the
difadvantages which attend it.  For firft, mifs
who is educated at the darncing fchool, foon
fwells with pride and ielt-importance, looks
down, with an air of difdain, on thofe: who
are not ds well accomplifhed, as herfelf; and
but too much copies the defcription my /fai.
. 16. The daughters of Zion are kausbiy,
and walk with firesched Jorth necks, and wan-

bon eyes, walking, and mincing as they go.
How-
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However, the young lady’s fine acquirements,
are not to be buried, in thole avocations
which induttry infpires ; therefore in the next
place, immenie fums are expenced to equip
her for public view.  And to, ruftling in her
filks, powdered a-la mode and ftudded with
brilliants, fhe makes her appearance at the
ball; where fhe is introduced into fine com-
pany---gets a tafte for pleafure ard diffipa-
tion, waich otten ends in the dettruéion of
foul and body. The woman who liveth in
pleafure, is dead while fhe liveth. 1 Tim. v. 6.

And now, fuppole you are not qualified
for fuch company, what is the lofs? ke
friendfbip of the world, is enmity with God.
James 1v. 4. And our greateft danger lies in
our becommg too familiar with it.  But you
fay that you thail be fingular and laughed at,
This indeed may be mortitying ; butare you
as caretul not to be fingular in religious focie-
ty ¢ Perhaps when there, you have nothing to
fay, yet this gives you no concern.  As to your
being laughed at, it need give you no pain;
for if you will thun vice and purfue piety,
you fhall endure the laugh of the world, al-
though you fhould behave ever fo well.

3. l'ovindicate dancing, 1t is faid that * it
unbends the mind, and recreates the body.”
---This plea can fuit none but fuch as live 2
ftudious, fedentary life; and chere are many
- exercties, lefs expoled to ternpiation, that will
anfwer thofe falutary purpofes, equally as well,
’ . D 2 Walk-:
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Walking, riding, or manual labour may be
as profitahle and efficacious. Befides, it doth
not appear that dancing hath fuch a bencfi-
cent tendency, as alledged. Strange, that
being deprived of natural reft---expofed to
night damps and inclement air, in a profufe
{weat, fhould be fo falutary. The truth is,
the reverie is the cafe; and many have danced
themfclves into eternity.

4. But perhaps we fhall meet with fome
champion in the caufe of dancing, who comes
forth, Goliab like, bidding defiance to the ar-
mies of Ifrael, and hath the effrontery to affert,
that ¢¢ the lawfulnefs of dancing may be fup-
ported by fcripture.” Can it indeed ? If fo,
our bufinefs will be done for us, and we will
promife to give up the point. Why, fays
this hero, ¢ did not David dance ?” Yes.
We know, as well as he, that David danced ;
but thep jt was religioufly, before the ark.
I have already thewn in what fenfe we are to
underftand David’s dancing; and it is info-
lent, as wel] as perverting of fcripture, to
bring this pafifage to fupport our irreligious,
modern dances., But, fays this champion,
< Solomon tells us phere 1s a time to dance.”’
True, and Solomon tells us alfo, shere is a time
2o die. If our dancers thought more of this,
they would find lefs time for that. But lec
1t be proved, if it can, that Solomon intends
dancirg according to the common mode :
and fuppofe he fhould, all that can be dtr_awn
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from hence is, that there is a time, in which
numbers will be profane enough to dance.

5. Arother plea for dancing, often made
ufe of 1s this, * We may fpend our time a
great deal worfe.” 1 reply, it always indi-
cates a bad cauie when one vice is fubpcenaed
to vindicate another. Nothing therefore,
need be fzid to fhew the weaknefs of this ex-
cufe, only, that we may fpend our time 3
great deal better, themielves being judges.

6. Some have endeavoured to plead for
this practice, by quoting the example of pro-
feflors, ¢ There are fuch and fuch, fay they,
who are profefiors of religion, and whom we
believe w0 be good people, who will go to
heaven, and yet they can dance as well as
any vody.”---More is the pity, that they
fhould lay a ftumbling block in the way of
others. Often they are heartily defpifed by
the people of the world, for their fintul com-
pliances. However, all profeflors are not
chniftians. Some who have Facod’s voice,
have Efaw’s hands. And even the beft are
liable to err.  Therefore follow none, unlefs
they follow Chritt. It will be no excufe in
the day of judgment, that you faw profefiors
go to balls and affemblies, and therefore you
thought there could be no harm in fuch di-
verfions,

‘Thus, having given a fcriptural definition
of the word dance ; and proved that dancing,
according to the modern mode, is finful and
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attended with bad confequences ; aiio replied
to the moft popular arguments, in tavour of
dancing; I now come, in the laft place,

IV. To make fome improvement of the
{fubject.

1. From what hath been faid, we may fee
the folly of thofe parents who put their chil-
dren to the dancing-fchool, and fpend fuch
immenfe fums of money, to bring them up
1n pride, gaity and all the vanities of life. Is
this to bring up our children in the fear
of the Lord, as Abrabam dd? Is it to
train up a child in the way he fhould go, as
Solomon direts ? Would it not be mucn bet-
ter, to devoe our money to pious and chari-
table ufes? Do fuch parents take as much
care of tneir childrens fouls ? Do they inftruét
them in the principles of the chriftian religi-
on, and warn them againft {in and vanity ? [
fear they do not. Look to it parents; you
have the charge of your childrens fouls, as
well as of their bodies 3 and a much weightier
charge it 1s. Think, how dreadful it will
be to have the blood of your dear childrens
Jouls, crying againit you, in the day of judg-
ment. How awful would 1t be, to have a
child thus to addrefe you, on that day.
¢« Oh! cruel parent; you were the inftrument
of my being, or I fl.ould not have exifted,
to have been thus miferable,  You cared in-
deed for my body, but why did not you care
for my foul, and kibtour to make that hapgy ?
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You might, and you ought to have reitrained
me, when purfuing vanity and folly. But
inftead of that, you placed mein the way of
temptation ; yea, you went with me yourfelf,
to the dewil’s feminaries ; where I was taught
to practife finful pleafures. And now, alas!
I am to reap the. fruit of our doings, to all
eternity.” Is the thought thocking? O! give
no occafion for thedolorous complaint,

2. What hath been faid, reproves thofe
who are attached to, and engaged in the
practice of frolicking, dancing, and fuch like
finful diverfions. 1'fav, fuch like diverfions;
for you would do wéll to confider, that the
arguments againft dancing, will generally
nold good againft gaming, horfe racing and
all finful diverfions. My dear friends, you
are highly reprovable ; but I rather chufe to
addrefs you in foft language. Let the time
paft fuffice you, to have gone on in fin and
folly. Forfake the foolith and live, and walk
in the way which leads to eternal life. You
are furely making work for repentance. God
grant that 1t may be in time,

If after all that hath been faid, you ftiil
remain unconvinced, and can fee no harm in
thefe things,-- {uffer me to advife you to pray
earneftly, that you may be enabled to fee
things in a proper light; and particularly,
that you may have a difcovery of the wretch-
ednefs of your own wicked and deceitful
hearts. ‘Then ferioufly afk yourfelves thele
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foliowing queftions.--- For what was T made ?
Do 1 anfwer the end of my being? Is God
glorified by ali my actions? Is living in plea-
fure to live lise a chriftian? Muft ] not
fhortly die, and give an account of my ac-
tions to God? Have 1 any time to {pare from
tranfacting bulincfs for eternity ? It this ad-
vice were univerfally regarded, we fhould
hear no more of balls, affembli¢s and dances;
inftead of which, our temple gates would be
crowded, and the general cry would be,
Lord, what fhall 1 do to be faved? May
Gaod fend us the happy day, and ¢o his name
fhall be all prafe. AMEN.
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