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Governour of the Commonwealth of MASSACIUSETTS,
: °
A Brie
’ ‘ o

T I E Socicty for propagating the Gofpel among the Indiing and othess in Noorth-America, lately incorporated by an A% of this Comumanwenlth,

having requeft=d and petitioned that a Brict ihould be iffued to malfe collettions in the feveral Religious Sucieties fur thefe inpoi it purpoivs,
which requeft was complied with by the General Affembly : ! :

. . . . . o
I Do THEREFORE, in purfiance of the recommendation of the faid General Affembly, and with
the Advice of Council, hercby earncitly recommend to the goud people of this L oonmonwealith, to contribute according to their abiliti =, in money, pu -
L fecurnities or other property,to this benevolent defizn,a deii gn which early employed the att=ntion of our venerable fore-fathers. 1 do requett thitall nonz. op
other property colletted, may be paud into the hanas of JONATIHAN MASON, Efy. Treafurer of the tiid Society, as afund to be employed by the + -
cwty for the parpofe of propazating the knowled z¢ of th: Gotpel among the Indians and others in America, and furnithing the means of religious infucs
ton to thofe plces in this Comnmonywealth, which are now dethitute or the fame. .
And 1 do turther requett the Minifters of the feveral religious  Sovieties within this Commonwealth to read this Brief to their refpeltive Congregations,
upon the fisft Lowd’s diy atter they thall receive the fime, and to propole a collection on the Lord’s duy next following.

CIVEN under my Hand and the Soal of the Covvnonsvealth afirefaid, this Troonticeh day of Funme, Anno Domini, 1788, and in the Tuwcifth Yiar of the

INDEPENDENCE of the UNITED STALES of AMERICA,
JOHN HANCOCK

7 o L P : - o PSSO
By his Exclon'r Compand, e . —
Py . AC ...,Mr ‘ojt[,, azes™™ . . ' L
JOHN AV ERY,ju Secretary. . -

To the Honourable the Senate and the Honourabi Houfe of Reprefentatives of the Commonwcal:h
of Maff4chufetts.

T IT I Society tor propagatiny the Gofpel among the Indians and others, in North-America, beg leave to fhew, That one defign of our vencrable
F.thers in emigratiayg to this land, was proteifedly to extend the knowledge of our Glorious Redeem=r ameng the Savage Nutives ; th:t this d--
fizy wac »xpretied and enjoined uader both the chartzrs, granted by the parent ftate to this Colony, and is, in the opinion of the Sociery, necoliry and
fintablu .t atl tines to be purfued, by a people who profefs Chrittianity. |

That 01e und fir which this Society was inftituted by the Legillature, was to attend to this important circumftance, and prove to the Eurepain Waild,
wha zre at a 7reat expence in purining this obje& among us, that we were not inattentive to it. It is the defire, the defign, and the arubition of the So-
ciety, to przlue the ends and purpofes for which they were incorporated. !

I ie want of Funds aioas prevents them from exerting themilves in pr?.gglﬁng the Gofpcl among the lndians, and extending the means of Chrif-
thachaeded 1e among thote of the inhabitants of this tand, whi are now def tute of them.

ey haunbly requett your Honours, to recommend to his Fxcellency the Governour, to iffue a Briefto be read in all the Churches of this Common-
wedh, requctinyg the wid of all pivuly difpofed perfons, in carrying on this truly b:nevolent defign, and atking their coatributions, in Specie, Public Se-
curiiies, o any oiher preserty, to emble the Society to fend the kno vledge of oar Glorious Redeemer, among thofe who arz now penithing for lack of
vi.on, and to extenld the meras of inftraition to our feliow citizens in the #iftern and other parts of the State, whaoare now deftitute of them.

‘The Society ¢ not inienible of the difficalties and embarratiiments ot the prefent day, and they are furry to atk the aid of their fellow citizens at a time
fo diftredling, but they caunot be eafy to remain any longer inaltive from parfuing the great objects of their appointment.  The colleétions upon this oce
caiion will be free, and thz; do not wifh them to be fo large s to caufe diftsefs to any. A mite thrown into the Treafury of the Socicty by every indi-
vidual in the State, would amonnt to a larze tun, and would enible them to publith the glud tidings of great joy, amung thofe who are now fitting in
dirknefs and in the region of the thadow of Death.

Your [lonvurs will prrdun the Society for addreiliag you on this occafign and requefting this favour at your hands; they can fearcely fuppofe, however,
anapology to he necefliry lor applying toChriftianRulers,upon a fubiect whic! . elates (o immeadiately to the honor of the.Author andFinither of our Faith, Your
Honours will be plef2d to obfirve, tiat the Society are notaking a favour for themitlves, but are fupplicating for thete, who now tuffer in their beft in-
tereft : They are befec hing your Honours to puriuz a d=tign of which our venerable Fathers never loft 1ight, and to do what may be highly accepuable
tothat Being, upon who n the welfure of Stitesand Empires eifentially depends.

They take the Lberty to obitrve, that the peace and harmony which prevailed in general between the Indians bordering on the northern States of the
I"mon, and the citizens thereor, during the late war, maiy in a good meafuse be attributed to the exertions of th: Miffionaries who were fupported among
tizm : And that perhaps it may not now bz an object of lefs political conlajuence, to continue and encourage their exertions ; as the Britith are pra‘ticing

cvery are to induce the Indians to retire fro mumong us, into the more interi¢r parts of the continent, that they muy fecure to theintelves excluiively the bene-
Kits of the fu ¢ trade, and their alliance in any futare rupture,

The Socicty <annot doubt the attention of the Honourable Court to a 'lubjc& fo important ; they hops for a compliance with their requett, and as in
suty bound (D'l ever pray. 5\
FRANCIS DAD A,

EDWARD WIC VLESWORTII,}lnthcmmeandbyordcrofdaeSoc’tty.
PETER THAQG “EWR,
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