Commonwealth of Maflachufetts.

EXC LENCY

John Hzmcock Eiquire,

GOV '*RNOUR of thce COMMONWEALTH of MASSACHUSET'[S.

A PROCLAMAT ION

For a DAY of PUBLIC THANKSGIVING

N confideration of the many undeferved Blefiings confered upon us by
GOD, thc Father of all Mercies ; it becomes us not onlv in our private and ufual Devo-
tion, to cxprefs our obligations to iy, as well as our d(,pdldulcc upon 1M ; but alfo
fpccially to feta part a Day to be employved for this great and important Plupoﬁ :

I HAVE THEREFORE THOUGHT FIT to appoint, and by the Advice and
Confent of the Couxcir, dohereby accordingly appoint, IHUt\SD AY, the feventeenth of Novem-
ber next, to be obferved dS.lDd\ of Public THANKSGIV ING and PRAISL throughout this Com-
monwcalth :—Hercby calling upon Minifters and People of every denomination, to aflemble on
the faid Day—and in the name of the GREAT Mepi ATOR, dev outly and fincercly offer to AL-
mMicuTy GOD, the gratitude of our Hearts, tor all his goodnefs towards us ; more efpecially in that
ie has beea pleated to continue to us {o great a mceafure of Health—to caufe the Farth plentifully
to vield her Increafe, fo that we are fupplicd with the Neceflaries, and the Comforts of Life—to
profper our Merchandifc and Fiflhery—And above all, not only to continue to us the enjoyment of |
our civil Rights and Libertics ; but the great and moft important Bleffing, the Gofpel of Jesus .
Curist :(—And together with our cordial acknowledgements, I do earncftly recommend, that we
may join the peaitent confeflion of our Sins, and imyj )lorc the turther continuance of the Divine Pro-
tection, and the Blethings of Heaven upon this P(.opl(, cfpecially that 11t would be gracioufly pleaf-
ed to dire& and profper the Adminiftration of the Federal Government, and of this, and the other
States in the Union—To aftord 11s further Smiles on our Agriculture and Iifheries, Commerce and
Manufactures—To proiper our Univertity and all Seminarics of Lear ning—To blefs the Allies of
the United States, and to aftord 11s Almighty Aid to all People, who arc virtuoufly ftruggling for
the Rights of Men—{0 that univerfal Happinefs may be eftablithed in the World ; that all may bow
to the \cunn. of our Lorp JESUS CHRIS'T, and the whole Earth be filled with s Glory

And I do alio carncftly recemmend to the good People of this Commonwealth, to abftain from
all fervile Labour and Recreation, inconfiitent with the folemnity of the faid Day.

GI/VEN at the Council-Chambcr, iz Fofton, the fifth Day of Oltober, i1 the Year of orr Lord,
One Thoufizad feven Flundred and Ninety-One, and in the fixtcenth Zear of the Independence

of the United States of America.
JOHN HANCOCK.

JOHN AVERY, jun. Sccrerary.
GO D fave the Contnonceralth of MASSACHUSETTS.
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By iz Excoleney's Conmacid,

Prizted at Lo-ros, B THOMAS ADAMS, s2ixTir to the uouou,\:u,:: GoNDRAL COURTY of the Coinmenweaalth of MAssACHUSET TS,





