In Previncial Congrefs,

Concord, April 15, 177s.

7 FHEREAS it Las pleafed the righteons Sovercian of the Usiverfe, in juf?

73/ Indignation agaiaft the Sius of a Peaple loug bleffed wiils incftimable Privi-

leges, civil and rcligious, lo fuffer the Phots of wicked Men ou both Sides of

the Atlantcik, who for inasy Years bave tuceffantly lubenred to fop the Forndation

of our public Lilerties, fo far to ficceed 5 that <we fic the New-England Colnies

reduced to the ungratcful licrnative of a taze Subisifion to a Staze of abfoiute

Valalige to the IVill of a defpotic Mintfter—or of preparing theifelves fpecdily to

dcfiid, at the Hazard of Life, the unaliczable Rights of themfelves and “Poflerity,.

agaiuft the avowed Hoftilities cf their Parent State, who opunly thicateas 1o wreft
them from their Hands by Fire and Sword.

I Circuizaftances dark as thefe, it becomes us, as Men and Chriftians, to refled
that, whilft cvery prudent Meafure flould be taken 19 ward off the impending Fudg-
wmcnts, or prepare to all a proper Part under thoun when they come ; at the [ine
Tim., all Confidence muft be with-held from the Meass we ufe ; and repofed only on
that GOD whe rules in the Armies of Heaven, and without whofe Blefirg the | ~
buma : Counféls are but Foohjtucfs—and al created Power Vanity ;

It is the Happ:'ue:/.; of ™ '« Church that, when the Powers of Farth and Hell com-

bine againft it, and thofe who fbould be Nurfing Fatbers becor: its Perfecutors— Put-6 o ‘ﬁ‘; D ./I.)t
99777

thes the Throne of Grace is of the eaficft Sccefs—and its Appeal thither is gracioully
. - . e . __ hd L. - “ . - . hd | Jid ]
amvited oy foe Faiber of “Tiercier, wiv Bas agfured 1, e -vilveni-iis-Children won

Bicad he will not give them a Stone :

THEREFORE, in Compliance with the landable Pradtice of the People of GOD in all
Ages, with humble Regard to the Steps of Divine Providence towards this opprefled,
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threatened and endangercd People, and efpecially in Obedicnce to the Command of

Heaven, that binds us to call on bim in the Day cf Trouble, '

DESOLVED, That it be, and hereby is recommended to the good People of thisColany,
. of all Denominations, That THURSDAY the Elcventh Day of May nextbe fet apare
as a Day of Public Humiliation, Tafting and Prayer ;" that a total Abflinence from furvile
Labor and Recreation be obferved, and all their religious Affemblies fi.lemnly convened, to
humble themfelves before GOD under the heavy Judzments felt and feared, to confels the
Sins that have deferved them, to implore the Forgivenefs of all our Tranfirefliors, and a
Spirit of Repentance and Reformation—and a Blefling on the Hufbandry, Manufa&tures, and
other lawful Employments of this People ; and efpccially that the Union of the American
Colonics in Defence of their Rights (for which Litherto we defire to thank Almighty GOD)
may be preferved and confirmed,—thae the Provincial 2dd efpzcially the Centinntal CON-
GRESSES, may be dirc&ted to fuch Meafures 2as GOD will countenance.—That the People
of Great-Britain, and their Rulers, may have their Eycs open'd to difcern the Things that
fhall make for the Peace of the Nation and all its Connexions ——And that AMEK1CA may
foon behold a gracious Interpofition of Heaven, for the Reduefs of her many Gricvances, the
Reftoration of all her invaded Liberties, and their Security 10 the lawcht Genzrations.

By Order of the Provincial Conarefs, -

JOHN HANCCCE, Prefident.





