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~ Recommendation,

-5 S HOUGH the gofpel of Chrif? was abun.
! T %*W dantly confirmed .in the firflt ages of
%* T %% Chriftianity by teftimonies of every
% fm"'m‘g‘q[ kind; yet Ilove to fee daily and live
AAAAR " ing witnefles-arife, and fet their feal to
the truth and divinity of this gofpel. Every tranf=
cript of it in the heart of a Chriftian is a new ar-
gument to confirmit. ° Blefled is. he that believes,
¢ for he has the witnefs in himfelf, that Fefis'is the
¢ {on of God:* And blefled is he that hath wifdom -
and courage in'this unbelicving age to make this in-
ward teftimony appear and fhine to the 'world. This:
is one reafon why I value the memoirs of holy men, -
and among thofe which I have feenI am not afhamed: .
to recommend this as one of the moft valuable, and

that on thefe accounts,.viz. . .

1. 1'found here the inward and experimental work
of chriftianity defcribed at large by a wife, aleac~ .
ned, and an ingenious man, who feems to-have been.
a {tri&t obferver of his own fpirit, and of all the fecret
motions of it, and the more {ecret fprings, Here yon
may fee the crooked and perverfe workings of a-car-- -
nalheart in a.ftate of nature ; the {ubtle twinn‘iqgsihqﬁ
LN * ] 2 ‘ine
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ofd-ferpent to keep the foul from.God and ‘his Chrift ;
and all" the counter-workings of".fovereigh - grace
which in tlie: end appears vi€torious; You:-fee - here
the felf-flattery and many  deceits. whereby finners
raife a good efteen of themfelves, -and build up their
vain confidencé in oppofiiion to the .holinefs.of the
law and the grace of the gofpel 3 and here Chriftians
mzy learn much of the holy fkill that is needful to
maintain a conftant and glorious war with fin by the
ftrength that is in Chrift, and they may read the
* triumph of a dying.conqueror, |
Now though every Chriftian hath fome inward
{enfe of divine things. yet every one bhas not fo rich
a variety of experiences ; and ‘among thofe that have,
few are fo-watchiful as to take a dueaccount of them s
few fo-wife:as to judge aright concerning them ; -and
few fo faithful and bold .2$ to confign  thefe things to
writing for the ufc-of others.. " Men that’ are fit 10
publifh their obfervations of this. kind generally i-
maging, -that humility requires to bury them . in
filence and darknefs. But the author:and fubjc&t-of
this narrativé was a man of ‘great piety, bright natural
parts, ftudious learning: and uncommon penetration
and judgment, as fufliciently "appears ‘in: his.other-
writtings 3 yet there is fuch .a.vein of humility and
~ Konefty thatruns through every page. that you may
fee the feeret workings of his thoughts throagh: his
holy language. His.fins-as well as-his graces lie open
to fight, the labours of his foul appear to the eye,-and
the pious reader will find- himfelf at-once: delighted
and improved. So the curious operations of bees
_are feeni-through a hive of glafs, and the fpe&tator
is-at:once entertained with inftruion-and ‘pleafing
wonder, - ‘ SRR

: 1. Anothier thing that gave me.an eftéém of this
work was the account that.is given of an evangelical

- converfion, aftcr the author:had been long ftruggling
‘- : with
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“swith fharp- convictidns of confeience - -and labounng‘
long under fharp agonies and-terrors ;- Hethad beeg
fighting with guilr and corrupt nature to-attain holis
‘nefs, pardon and peace, by all the methods that the
realon of man would naturally fuggeft,-and . by the
do&rines and.duties of the:golpelitlelfufed in 2 more
" legal way and manner ; and found ' his' labours res
peated and vain, and his work fill to begin.  Here -
he deferibes at large the utter infufficiency ofall con.
victions .and awakening words and providences,-all
tears and repentances, all rehgmus duties -of worfhip
publlc and private, all' vows and- promifcs, coveriangs
and bounds with which he bond: his foul to God ; and
how fin prevaild and- triumph’d-over-them:ajl wh@n
they were practifed only in a legal manner, ‘as'a mere
tatk of confcience, and withoat the deligh«ful tafte of
the grace of the gofpel. All thele - luft him il une
der.guilt,under rhe. power. of {in, and-in otitmoft con-
fufion near to defpair, till it pleafed God to-open - his
eyes to behold the mercy and:comfort of the gofpel
as the way to-holinefs and peace; till divine grace
brought him:as a dying finner, empty of all: goed and
helplefs, to the full falvation that is in Chrigt, and
{weetly conftrained him to receive peace and holinefs
itogether ; till-he learn’d the way of fanétification
by faith and hopein a pardoning God, a Ged recon-
.ciling finners to himfelf through ]dm the redecmer’,
This overwhelm’d his foul at-once with deep humili-
ty and rcpentance, with wonder-and -holy joy, -with
hope andlove, and conftrainied hiim' to:pleafantohedi- -
‘ence, This renew'd his riature, -thiswroughtin him
:2ll the powers and .principles.of Ghriftian-holines,
and raifed and fupported thein infaeglbr_ious-degrqﬁ.
Now though I dare not confine the workings of the
‘blefled fpirit, who is infinitely free and'various-in his
operations, and-he hath -carried fome thoufands to
. falvation in a more legal way, and doth daily con-
form his divine workings in niany fouls ta sheir lower

a 3 degrees
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‘degrees of light and évangelicai knowle{re, -2 welk
as to their natural tempers and their temptations 3
- yet it'is my judgment that fuch a converfion of fin-

ners as thisauthor experienced, is always more fre-
- quent where the gofpel obtainsin its pureft lightand
its divineft glory, and feems’ to be  more akin to the
fpmt of «Ghrlfhamty

; 1L The laft thing that I fhall mention that T re-
mark in this work is, the full confirmation-that is
given to our holy rehgmn, and to this noble method
of divine grace, not only in the moft watchful and
holy life, but alfo in the moft joyful and glorious
death of this good man. Death takes off every pofii-
ble difguife, and makes us think and {peak {incerely ;
‘and yet you fee him ftill the {ame. Here' we find
reafon and learning giving their teftimony to the

gofpel and to the power of godlinefs, with a lmng
pen and with dying lips. '

Tho’ this book may be of great ufe to all that wﬂl
read it with an humble and ferious témper, yet the’
perfons to whom I would chiefly recommend it
are thele, mz *

firft, To my younger brethren in the miniftry:
perhaps they may learn. from thefe p‘.pers, the way
of fuiting their difcourfes in public and in private,
with a more happy turn for the relief and falvation
of fouls. I am perfwaded if we all confulted the
- workings of the fpirit of God on the hearts of Chrifti-
ans, and the varions devices of torrupt nature, and
the wiles of Satan, as they appear in {uch memoirs
as thefe; we thould learn better how to deal with the
-confciences of men in order to their fan&ification and
comfort, and put the doftrines of the gofpel to their
proper ure We fhould all preach the abounding
. grace of Chrift, in order to lead finners to delight in

the law of God, and more cff;&ually dnc&d and
* o raw
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~ draw them to the praltice of that faith that-works by,
J@'{?e- e . _ ' .": o - . , ‘ . .

- Next, I would recommend it alfo to thoft perfons.
that are awakened to a fenfe of their fin and danger,
and feeking the way of falvation, that they may no§.
run into miftaken methods, nor follow the falfe and .
flattering diltates of a .mere . natural confcience, left
with their bibles in théir hands, and the gofpel on
their lips, they feek righteoufnefs and peace as #f

" were by the works of the law. Here they will find
that hope is the fureft and kindel} {pring of holinefs,
and that there is no folid and lafting peace but what.

-is built an the clear difcoveries of forgiving grace.;

I 1

" a

and that faith only can purify the heart. -

I would recommend it in the third place, to poor
~‘melancholly fouls, who walk watchfully apd fmourn.
fully before God in every duty, and ‘labour in, relis
.gion, and travel on in heavinefsall their days : They
.dare not indulge their hopes, nor- fearce admit.any
degrees of comfort becaufe, their holinefs is fo imper-
fect, Let them learn from this example to try wheth.
er they would not fooner arrive at great degrees of
fanctifications by going farther. out-of them{elves to
fetch their comforts, and by letting, their hope live -
_on the freeft and richeft promifes of:the covenant of
. grace, wherein repentanceand holinefs are-promifed
-as well as pardon and happinefs. Let.them try. wheth-
_eran humble truft in Chrif? as their righteoninefs and
- their ftrength together,, would not- fill ,them with
~.powerful conftraints of love, and lead them, to 2
-fweet delight in every duty ?.and thus that, good
-word would be fulfilled unto them, the joy of the

Lord fhall be your fFrength, Nehemiah vii. IQ.

1 would commend it alfo to thofe Chri_ﬁiaqﬁ_sf;hﬁt,
have begun to.walk with Ged chearfully in the ways -
| ' “ of"

L 4
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oFhis golpel grace. Here they'mayibe affured that all

the glorious grace of the gofpel will by no means
excule them from daily labour and care and watch-
fulnef(s, from conftant and earneft prayerand-univer-
fal diligence in-all the-duties of godlinels . Forifthefe
be omitted fin will prevail, and Satah gain ‘many ade-
vannges to bring them back to gutlt’ and bondage
“again. ~ Sin prevailing ‘will 1 pread a emporary dark-
nefs and death  over " all' the vigour and beauty of
their religion ; but when they are fallen.into’ fuch
degrees of back- fliding and decay, they may learn
here, that the only way of their recovery is by faith
-and hope’in the gofpel, by trufting ag undone fin-
ners in an all-fufficient Saviour ; and that their only

fecurity all along the road.to heaven is by Jmnmg
dlltgence and dependance together.

- 1 will-not recommend his book to the nice and
critical part of the world that have no tafte of inward
religion, and relifh nothing but whatis polite and mo-
difh :yet:1 would atiempt an gpoiogy for a few things
in it that may perhaps difguft fome better readers,

and prevent their own advantage.

Some will fay, the author feems to indulge fzzt}mf
alim, and talks my(tically in fime pages of his nar-
~rative.” But let it be remembred, that men of great
: piety, whofe fouls are moulded into a tém per of reli-
gion, behold the truths of the gofpel in a glorious
-and -franfcendent degree of ‘divine light 5 they live
'under warm' impreffions of their trurhs, and feel
the fweet influence of them onall the. powers of na-
-ture : “This-makes them (pcak even of the “molt ra-
tional things of religion fometimes in the language
of an-.inward fenfition, of which divinerelith and
favour perfons of lower degrees of piety feel but
 littie, and the irreligious man knows nothing at all.

Thls



The *Rceomméndatim. | ix

This faiviclenguage of divine experierice ‘may 'be
obferved in the writings of feveral great .and holy
men of Scotland, ‘who-have been favopred with rare
and peculiar vifits from heaven, and have maintained
a humble intimacy with God, and upon thisaccount
their names furvive, as’ their fa:reﬁ honours and or-
naments of their country. ,

In‘moft other partsofthis book the author main-
tains the reafonablenefsof the' way of falvation by the
gofpel, and of the condu of the holy fpirit-in ‘the
converfion of men ;:fee particularly page 49. tho’
now and then in- his. way-of {peaking he indulges'a
little to this inward and divine fenfation. -But that ke
was 2 man of uncommon turns of thought, clear
judgment and ftrong reafoning, is abundantly‘eviilent
to any one that ‘will read -his ‘dilcourfe againit the
Deifts, where he proves by -fome unanfwerable “ar-
guments, the ‘utter‘infufficiency’ of the Dei fs religion
for the -falvation of ‘men, 4nd bedts ‘them 'fairly 4t
their own' weapons. I wifh that -tredtife 'was pub-

lifh'd fingle by itelf,

Another will obje&, that- he mu tzp/tes part:culars
beyond all neceffity. 1 inweat the' Englifh reader to
forgive this fault, for T-believeit is partly the cufton
of the country, and fathion even of the learned in
his native land. Let it be noted alfo that the greateft
part of the figures here only denote the number of
the paragraphs : “And if fome of the longer para.
graphs are divided by figures as well as by colons and
periods, it ought to be pardoned as much-as the idiot-
ifms of his language, which:can -give no manner of
jult oftence to a wife and- jud!CIOUS reader. 'Omit-the
figures in reading, and the fenfe is good, and the ob-
Je&mn vanithes. -

Ihave this to add furthcr in his behalf' that. the
' fafliion
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.ﬁtﬂuon of otit-age in .South-Britain, to Write eflays
and . difcourfes of all kinds without diftinguithing
-any heads or particulars, is every whit as faulty, and
as much to be cenfur’d, ‘This concealment ofall me-
thod, even in fome excellent treatifes, renders the
fenfe more obfcure to the apprehenfion of common
readers, and' much more difficult to the memory both
of the valgar and the learned. 'We have got fuch an
extreme averfion fo the way of writing ufed by our
fathers, that becaufg they run their heads up to nzne-
" teenthly, and fix-and- twentiethly, we are athamed in
our day to fay fecondly or t/nrdly Againft, this

~ humour of our age 1wonld bear my teftimony, even
~ in a preface, and fay,

In the third p!ace, it will be obje&ed, that be isa
~ great dealtoo large in fome parts of the narrative and
is ready to repeat the fame things. But when an ob-
{erving Chriftian hath endured fuch repeated con-
flicts, and obtain’d laborious viftories, and pafled
many years in fuch various exercifes of foul, he finds
it impoffible in a few pages, to tell yon a’ tenth part
of what he hath paffed through: This he himfelfex-
cufes, page 56. and ‘you may learn hence, that no
Chriftian in this life is entirely fafe- even from thofe
temptatmnsihat have been once powerfully overcome.

I thall be told by fome pefons, that there are mauy
fcriptures brought into this biftory not much to the pur-
pofe. But forgive a Chriftian this pratice, who loves
to talk in the Janguage of his God, where he can but
imagine the words may be accommodated to his
fenfe : and if he hath multiplied quotations in fome
places without. apparent neceffity, yet in feveral of
them<it muft be owned the allufions are very beautiful.

In the 12t p]ace it mll be faid, there are ﬁme things
200 private and perfinaly and fome thmgs that feem
100
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£00 mean and of too little moment to trouble the %r(d
~with. 1 reply, there’s little of this to be found in what
he wrote himfelf for the view of others ; but! our
friends after our deceafe are rezdy, from an accefs of
affeCtion, to fhow many of our leffer affairs to the|pub-
lic, fondly imagining they will be acceptable to the
world, becaufe their own de¢jightful memory ofltheir
friend makes it relith fo well to themfelves, After all,
I cannot fay but a judicious abftrat of this book.

would render it more ufeful to the reader, and more

{ecure from every exception. !
|

May the bleffed fpirit, who formed the foul ofithis
author to the divine model of his gofpcl, form| the
heart of every reader by -the fame pérfet rule,and
raife them to equal or to higher degrees of faith iand
holinefs ; that they may be living, witnefles and hon-
-ours to the name of Chriff; and let thera join withime

to adore my God and Saviour, who, though he hath-
fecluded me from fervice in his houfe, by long fick-
nefs, yet he honours me to fland 2s a figure on |his
high-way, to direét travellers in the road ; and while
he reftrains my tongue from its delightful work, he is
pleafed to ufe me as a filent finger to point o the

footfteps of a faithful fhepherd, and by them to guide
the flock in their way to heaven,

Theobalds ¢n Harifort-
fhire May 1, 1718.

1 Watts.

TO
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THE .
PREFACE
- TO THE. = =
"READER

jir22 T allbiography,thelives of eminent faints
§]§?£§=ﬁl§ are, beson]c)l all controverfie, the ‘mofk
AL 1y edifying and ufeful, being, in fome meas
flazzlt fure, a tranfumpt-of the holinels of God
and of hisword, Their laudible aund amiablc example
carries init fucha feererand, powerful efficacy to makeé
impreflions on fcllow-chriftians yea on all generous
{fouls, with -whomthere is any remains of .
confcience, that it has oft provok’d them- Heb.x: 24,
to love and good works, and by.a pious -M[f‘“h?.-;_lf"
emulation to tread their {teps. to glorifie fuc: Uy 12
God, and mend their pace heaven-ward.
.. Without-the holy and exemplary. lives of the vot.
aries of religion, the gofpel of Chrift ufually is fofar
from gaining ground, that it daily lofes the room"it
has in the world ; of - which. the: prefent melancholy
ftate of the reformed churches is too plain.a docu-
ment. [ am perfwaded that next to the great. outs
pouring of the /pirit from on high, 1fa. xxxii. 15.
the rapid and admirable fuccefs. of .the glorious gof- -
pel, was greatly owing to the holy lives of its profefs
fors, efpecially their fhining in the peculiar-and difts
inguithing duties of Chriftianity, and their cheerful
and undaunted boldnefs in fuffering forChrift. There’s
“for fince in our day the gofpslis fo vifibly deﬁitutehqf
| this
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predt' advantage to commend the chriftian religion
- to the conlciences of all, both friends and foes; we
hope the printing of the Followmg (heets, will notbe
found unfeafonable, when there is (o evident, and uni-
verfal a decay of the life and power of religion with
the truly godly, and fuch a.prodigious and formidable
- growth of hypocrify, ‘forniality, luke warmnefs and
fecurity, &¢. with many in the vifible church, when
the fcandalous and profane lives of many profcﬁ
Chriftians, are giving {o deep and deadly a wound
to the credit of religioh and the-gofpel ; when not a
few, efpecially of our youth, and that not of the
meaneft quality, are poifoned, I fear beyond the
power of antidote,with profane romances, ftage- plays,
and hiftories of the filthy and impure amours of
the vileft rakes,and moft profligate debauthees, and

with anhlefhcal and blafpemous books againft 2ll re-
ligion ; in a time when the world is abufed with ly:
ing (tories of the lives of meh, bafe apoftates, that
preacbed an other gofpelyceafed not to pervert the right
ways of the Lord, and that were cruel welves and
perfecutors ; by which thiey are reprefented, and very
artfully drefled up in‘the likenefs of great virtuoufos,
firft rate Chriftians, and men of God indeed: Who
knows, but this book, ‘may be of fome ufe to roufe
decayed Chriftians, waken fuch as have g name 10 live,
but gre dead,give a check to the vicious and loofe lives
of the immoral, expofe the diftinguifed lives of enes
mies, and conv:& athiefts ; and tho’ it fhould be
wholly fruitle(s that way, yet it fhould be a ftanding
teftimony -and witnefs againft the dangerous and
growing evils of this perlicus time, they fhall know
. there has been a prophet among them,

The firlt three periods of his life were all found af-
ter his death in a-manufcript, written with his own
hands as they are printed ; but all we could have of’
the fourth- period>of his-life, is'only fome gleanings
from imperfaét Ihort hints of things in -his d;ar}]':
t which
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whlch he had never digefted nor enlarged, which is |
certainly a very confiderable lofs,fecing the experien--
ces of this, fourth period, might have been much
mnore ufef'ul being the whole time of his miniftry ;
but the w:f'e Lotd, the mafter, called’him off, and
prevented it, After he was fixed in a charge, he had.

mhuch work; his parift being both fpacious and nume-
rous 3 he was oft abroad preaching at facriments,

alfo “about bufinefs, and always when he preached if

‘in health, he wrote much, as is told afterwards , and.

he was fcarce three years a minifter, when his health
broke, Thefe and other difficulties had hindred his
finithing thofe memoirs,we judge, which we know le
defigned; he told himfelf to fome friends,ifhealth and -
bufinefs would have allowed, he would have written as
muchon the fourth period, as on all the other' three.

In reading of his exercife, the terror he was once
under, when, as he words it, the Lord broupht him to
Sinaiyit would be remembred that tho’ .preparatory
law-works with all the adult that are called, be the
fame as to fubftance, all muft be enllghtened con-
vinced of their fin 2nd mifery, be made truly fen-
fible of their loft ftate, be throughly humbled, made
to fee their ftate defperate without a Saviour, and be
renewed ere they will come to Jefus, fo.there is a -
great variety among the Lord’s people as to the time
of their awaking, the duration of it, the means by
which, &c. “meafure of terror, or down. cafting, and -~

; diftinctnefs about their exercife, and the like,

No ferious foul has reafon to be thaken about their

f inteteft in Chrift Jefus, tho’ they have not been fo
 early awakened as fome, or had. fo great a degree of
. terror, and been fo long under it as others, or tho!

they cannot give {o diftin¢t account of the time when,
the means or inftruments by which the Lord firft a-

‘wakened them, asfome can do, by all which they
have no fmall advantage. ’Tis to be regreted, that
fome wouhy men have, by uncautiovs difcour(es on

this

']
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this, fubjelt, ﬁumbled not a few forrows and-exercifed
Chriftians,

* As to what we have of his- dymg ‘words :annexed.
to the memoirs of his life,; 'tis but. a little; we affure.
you, of what'he fpoke the laft five.days before his:
death ; fome of the fW£eteﬁ and moft l'avoury difcour
fes he had are wholly loft; being fo mangled by the’
" writer, that we were: forced to drop. them.; for great.
¢re was taken nof to- infert any thing, hut what he.
fboke, Theoccafion-of this was, the writter was for-
ced toftarid ‘ata diftance; and out of his fight, becaufe:
when he obfeérved, him writing, he was dlf'pleafedy
and would nat allow it; likewife the noife that fomes
times was intlie room, with pt.oples fpeaking to him,
~ their coming in, or going out, and ordering things: a-
bout him, made the. writer oft lofe half a.fentence,
 neither was it poflible for thofe that revifed his dymg
~words to help this,

- The want of connexion, there is oft betwixt pur-
pofes difcourfed by him, was occafioned ‘partly by the
fhort flumbers he fometimes fell in, his taking fome
refrefiment, and dther interruptions, and’ partly by
reafon of different: difcourfes perfons had to him.,

We affure you, there are very-few diftourfes he

had that are full and compleat, as he then. {poke
*them ,

READER.

There are fome things very obvious, that:add a pe-’
culiar and bright luftre to the teftimony:this dying
‘faint and faitbful minifter of Chrift has given to the
good ways of God-; which {fhould commend thlS his
~ fwan-fong to all.

- 1f#, They aré the laft words of one that gives you
-arational and diftin&t account of the work of God on
his own fou] fonie years ago, and who afterwards by

_ : “aholy
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a holy convincing walk adorned the gofpel of Chrifl,
- and glorified his Lord and mafter, which was his
greateft ambition on earth. He .tried the reality and
fweetnefs of religion fome time, found it was atrue
report the gofpel made, and that the Aalf was not told.
His laft words deferves the more regard, fince ye may
fee he was far from being bigotted untoa fond concett
of the principles and pratice of religion, he tried at
things and did hold faf} that which was good : 'What
vafl pains he was at to examine the very fundamental
principles of natural and reveal'd religion ye may fee
from his memoirs, his treatife againft deifm, the rea-
fon of faith, &c. All which demonftrate his faith did
not (tand in the wifdom of men, 1 Cor. ii. 5. but in
the power of God. They are the laft words of one
that {pent about twelve years in lively preaching of
Chrift and him crucified, wherof not a’few of the.
Lords people retain a favoury remembrance, of which
his excellent fermons will convince thofe that knew
him not, ifencouragement be got to print them,

24ly, 'This may enhanfe the value of this tefti-
mony, that he was under fo great a damp, fodarka
cloud for three or four days before that abundant con-
{olation and joy the Lord fil'd him with, which you
will find narrated by himfelfin his dying words. ‘How
agreeable is this to the Lord’s vfual way of dealing
with his fdints, he wounds and then heals, {mites and
then binds up, they are prefs'd out of meafure, above
ftrength, &c. Notonly at converfion, but oft in his
dealings with them through their life, both as'to their
outward and inward condition. and oft fignally at
death. This glorious method is worthy of God, and
nobly advances bis bleft defigns, abont his own, |

3dly, The conftant and unufual compofure of
{pirit he had is remarkable ; tho’ he was under very
tormenting pain, the laft days of his ficknefs, yet
not one impatient word dropt’ from bhim ; tho’ he
{lept litcle the laft five days, and fpoke much, yet not

L b. ‘ one
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raving word -ever heard from him, which as ye will
find him oft admiring it, fo it was a wonder to all
that were prefent. L -

4thly, With what life, what a peculiar emotion of
{pirit what fervour did he utter hislaft words? How
- refrefhing, affeting. and aftonithing this was, all pre-
fent well remember : And tho’ we had all his dying
words, this is ftill wanting, nor can it be defcribed
by us: Now fhould not that endear this faint’s tefti-
mony to religion.

sthly, How prudently did he addrefs himfelf to
perfons, miniflers, or private Chriftians that vifited
him, according to their various ranks, principles, con-
ditions and circumf{ltances ? He fpoke with the niceft
~ caution to them, even them; which was very furpriz-
ing.
%t/:{y, And efpecially that all this was {poke by
- him in view of approaching death, (for neither he
nor others conceived the leaft probability of his re-
covery after he took bed) Death the king of ters
rors, the moft terrible of all terribles to an impeni-
tent finner, and that nothing can make exfie. and
fiveeten, but the precious fruiis of our Lord’s. death
and foflerings. Yet even then what a calm on his
‘foul:? What fubmiffion to it did he fhew ? What
boldnefs in facing this laft enemy ¢ With what con-
cern and paffion was he panting for death ? How wel-
come was it to him ? His own words will teftify this. .
One of the oppofite way, and not the meaneft for
fenfe, faid, he never faw one fo willing to die. Now.
whence is all this ! How can thisbe 2 =~ -

-Pagan Moralifts and philofophers talked of.their
cordials againft death ; but when it came to the pulb,
they found them all infipid and ufele(s. Hardned def-
perate atheifls, and befotted ftupid epicures have
fhut their eyes on danger, The prefumptuous and de-
Juded hypocrite may feign {ubmiflion to death, pre-

ténd a hope to heayen, and hold faft his ground]gfj
an

i :
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androtten hope ; yet when they turn their faces to
the wall, how four and-chagrin does the fight of
pale and grim death make them ?' Their hearts fink
in them as ftones, or elfe are forced to bewray a reft..
lefs difquiet'and perplexity. L

A gracelefs, bold and furious foldier may court
death, rufh on it, and pretend to defy it in the
field, - o

Some prodigies of wickednefs, given up of God, .
from 2 bafe cowardice and impatience, have dared to -
be their own executioners, againft the felf evident
principles of the law-of nature, as well as the exprefs
precepts of the moral-law ¢ But not a fhadow haye -
any of thefe of the {weet calm and compofure, the -
invincible patience, the intire fubmiffion, the abfolute
‘reflignation to the divine will, the chearfulnefs, fatis-
faction, joy and comfort,the lively and affured Chrifti-
an attains at death, which our 'dying friend in fo
great a meafure enjoyed, of which his own words
will give you the belt account.

Now then is there not here fomething truly fuper-.
nataral and divine, that humane natore conld never.
be capable of, if it were not renewed by the exceed
ing greatnels of that power that raifed Chrift from
the dead, and alfo- a fingular meafure of the faving
influences of the fpirit of adoption giving to it ? May
notall then fee, that will not fhut their eyes, that the
greatelt hero among men cannot be equalld to, or |
vie with a foldier of Chrift ; yea, that theft puny
heroes are but faint fhadows of the real Chriftian. .
Ranfack the wide world, confider all the diftinguith.
ing excellencies of mortals, view all that have affum’d
the name of wife, great, or good, or that men canon-
ize for fuch, and ye will fee beyond all debate, that
2 {aint infinitely outvies them all in his life, efpecial-
ty i his laft confliét with death, the clofe of the daric

fcene : Here fhines brightly his true greatnefs of fpirit
‘and incomparable bravery indecd.

bz o Nofv_
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Now on the whole, what a clear convincing evi-
dence have ye here of the‘immortality of the foul,
that when his body was loweft, yet his intellettuals
were fo found, and the a&tings of his fpirit about the
great things of eternity, were fo vigorous and lively ;
h'l;e_ himfelf fhew’d a peculiar turn of wit in improving
this. ' '
- O the great truth and reality there is in religion !
were it a dream, a mere melancholly, hypochon-
driack fancy, an impofture, or cheat, as athiefts talk,
orno more in’t but mere morality that has no relati-
. on to Chrift Jefus, a dead lifelefs form, or fome ex-
ternal bodily ¢xercife, as the blind fenfial world, not
having the fpirit, judges, coeld it have produc’d fuch
real, fuch fenfible, and forprizing fweet effeéts; that
fwallowed up all trouble and pain, and ravifh’d with
Joy as be fonnd ? It is poffible any that have the ufe
of their reafon, can once imagine a faint can perfonate
this at death, when under no temptation to diffem-
ble, when intereft or worldly confiderations can have
no place or influence, and when they are nnder the
moft awful impreflions of eternity, judgment, and of
God the judge of the quick and dead, which fo ef-
feCtually tend to preventit ! 1
May we not hence alfo fee the wonderful virtue of
Chrift’s. blood, the efficacy of his ‘death and crofs ?
through death he has deftrayed death, and him that
had the power of-it. On the crofs of Chrift the faints
raife their trinmph. How warm was the heart of this
faint when he fpoke of it} How oft did he glory in
the crofs of Chrif? ! On this intirely helaid the ftrefs
of his falvation, , | |
O how fure then is God’s word ! How fafe a bot-
" tom to venture our fouls on, even at death ! Is he not
the faithful God that keeps covenant ? Did he not
remember the words which he promifed to pis fervant,
on which he caufed him te hope ? Did he not ﬁnd' it
with a witnefs, efpecially in his greateft extremity
- . . at

é
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ot death, when he needed it moft ! Hoy much did
he himfelf notice this ? May we not app al to dying
faints, in the words of Jofbua'to Ilfrdel)\if any-one
thing hath failed of all the good things the Lord had
promifed to them ? As for God, his way is perfet, the
aword of Lordis tried; he is a buckler to all thofe that
truft in him. | -

And to conclude, may we not fay, There is g re
award for the righteous : verily there is a God that
judgeth in the earth # How can we doubt of this;
{ince the faints fee the {alvation of God, they feel and
eafle this in their life, and at death have a very heas
ven antidated in their. fouls ? What clufters of the -
fruits of the promifed land from Efhcol, what fiveet ~
carnefts and pledges, what infallible fore-runners of
heaven have they, both as to their excercife and:en- -
joyment day and night, for .fome timein their life,
and efpecially in ther laft trial, when near to eternity.?

"Of which our dear friend, as you will fee from his

dying words, had lo [weet experience. - -

IN-.
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A SHORT

A CcCCoOoUu N T

OF THE

Birth, Pdrantage and Characler of the Reverend Mr.
Tnomas Havynurron, with fome other Circum-

[lances of his Life.
M R. Thomas Hafjrburtan, profeffor of Divinity

in the new college at St. Andrews, was bora
at Duplin, in the parifh of Aberdalgy December 2 5th.
1674, of worthy and godly parents, Mr." George
Halyburton and Marparet Playfere. His father was
delcended of the family of Pitcur, in the county of .
Angus 3 and was minifter of the parith of dberdalgy
in the pry(bytery of Perth, out of which he was ejec-
ted by the then government, in the year 1662, as a-
bout 300 more minifters were alfo, fummarily with«
out any legal procefs,ﬁmply for non-comfor:mity to - |
prelacy.

Mr. George Halyburton, who was then bithop of
Dunteld, and had been a zealous covenanter, fud-
denly became fo forward for the national defetion
and fo cruel a perfccutor of his once fellow prefbyters,
that he would not fpare him more than others, tho’
he was his near kinfman, but turntd him out of his
charge : And yet that prelate was fcarée well warm
in his neft, when the Lord {mote himfelf with fore
ficknefs, of which he died, and went16 his place.

Immedlately after he was thus perfecuted, that
choice and pious gentlemgt, the fole heritor of the
faid Farifh, who was ongapeiig a thoufand in fuch an
evil time;-and aﬁcrmrd fuffered much for non-cone-
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formity, gave him 2 houfe to dwell in at Duplin, be.' |
fide himfelf, was his ordinary hearer, and while he |
- lived, {hewed no {mall Kindnefs to him, which defer- ¢
ves a thankful remembrance from’ his relations.

His father never repented his faithfulnefs in adher-
ing:to the covenantea work of reformation, but re-
joiced that he had ‘been honoured to fuffer on that |
account ; and when he fell afleep in the Lord in the |
- year 1682, in the 55, year of his age, he died in the |
fdith of this that-God would déliver this church'from |
the then fore perfecution it was under. +

His mother was daughter to Mr Andrew Playfére,
the firft minifter of /Jberda/gy parith after the refor-
mation from popery,to whom her hufband fucceeded
a little before the reftoration of prelacy. She' was
allied to.fome of the beft families in the Kingdom by
the mother’; of which here I thall forbear a particular
account : But which was their far greater glory, both
-of them from their youth up, were truly religious.

His mother excelled many of her own fex, for
knowlege of the principles of religion, and an un- |
.common memory of the {criptures; fhe would have |
exaltly repeated many of the choiceft chapters of the
- bible. - |

They had a numerous family, no lefs than eleven
’chlldren, and very fickly ; all of them died young,
except their eldeft daughter Fanet, and this their fon
Mr, Thomas 3 but to {weeten' thefe trials, they had
peculiar comfort in the death of their children; fome
even of the youngeft of them, gave fingular evidens
ces of their dying in the Lord, which fome yet alwe

well mind.
" When his father died, he was happy to be under |
the care of fuch a mother : The epifcopal perfecution |
~ for non-conformity daily growing, fhe with her fon
in law, and daughter, were forced for their fafety to
withdraw to Holland, took him. along with them,

whxle he Was very young : He quickly learned the
Dutch
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Tbalc/: and went to Era’mus {chool to learn the latin :

if{‘here they fojurn:d’ till Auguft 1637, «t-wh ch
gme they returned home, narrowly eicapmg fh P-
wreck, ' -

3 At their return he went to the fchool, and - qfter-
wards to the univerfity, where he made great proﬁm-
éncy beyond many of his équals, When he had fini-
thed his courfe there, he entered chaplain to -a nobla
family, where one that had been his fchool fellow,and’
had drunk in the principles ‘of the deifts, began to at-
tack him on that fide, which obliged him-in the be-
_ﬁmmng of his ftudies to read that contl‘overfy care-
fully.; and what progrefs -he madein this; will ap-
“)ear from his book agamft the deifts. He could not
attenddeflons of divinity in'any of our colleges, while
in that family ; and tho' he had read divinity only
iwo years the prefby tery of Kircaldy importun’d him

oenter ‘on trials; and he was licenfed: by them to
-%vreach, June 22, 1699.

3 He was fettled minifter in Ceres parith, May, 1, 1700
7 In 1701, he was married with Fanet IVa{/M a
imrtuous and pious gent'ewoman, daughter to Mr,
:David Watfon an heritor in the parifh of St. Andrews
a zealous good man,and one that fuffered much in
the late times for non-conformity. His reliét fure
svives with fix children, one fon, and five daughters,
ﬁbeﬁde two fons and a daughter that died.
3 Some few years after his fettlement at Ceres, his

health broke, and his indifpofition daily increafed, o
that he was hardly able to go through his mmlﬁeml*
iwork in' that large parifh.
1 In dpril 1710, having received a patent from her
imajefty, and an invitation from the prefbytery, he
iwas tranf) ported by the {ynod of Fife, to be profeflor
;of' divinity in the new college of St Andrews,
i ~ In September, 23, at 7 in the morning 1712, he
fﬂept in Jefus, and him will the Lord bring with him.
He was of low {tature, hisbody but thin and finall,
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“his hair black,but his complexion pretty cledrand fair,

In Aprél 1711, 2 dangerous ficknefs feizéd on him
. which obllged the phyficians, at feveral times, to
take from him about 44 ounces of blood: he recovered
and went abroad again, .but his wafted:body never
attained the fmall ftrength he had before his ficknefs ;
thortly after his arms and legs became a little be-
nmm’d and infenfible, as alfo I'wclled, which at his

death increafed greatly,

"~ But O! How noblea fpirit, how greata foul dwelt
in his weak and frail body.

He was naturally of a very pleafant and def reable
temper: - He had an equal'and chearful fpirity which
he retained under furprizing viciffitudes. This evens
- nefs of temper appeared much in his frequent and
dangerous ficknefs. He had a calm, peaceable, heal-
ing difpofition, and yet bold as a lion in his mafter’s
‘canfe. He had a peculiar talent for compofing dif-
ferences ¢ How afHlicting the profpect of divifions was
to him, the following fheets will teftifie : And had
fome others been blefled with more of this fpirit, his
and our fears had been utterly difappointed.

He was maiter of a confiderable ftock: of prudence,
he ftudied to walk in wifdom toward them that are
without, and them that are thhm, and to become all
things to all men.

He was dextrous in obferving tempers, and in ad-
drefling and managing perfons. How wifely he car-
ried in church judicatories, whereof he was a2 mem-
betr others can witnefs,

He abhorred that unedifying converfe, that is fpent
In frequent and unfeafonable jefting and drollery, fo
common with many ; tho’ he was abundantly face-
tious in company, when and where he faw it exped-
ient, and, this way fometimes he has dropt what
tended to edifie.” Thofe who converfed moft with
him, will own, they feldom enjoyed his company
without fome profit by it. ¢ oft was uncafy afte}r1

ue
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imuch converfe with others, if he was not edified
thimfelf, or though he did not edifie others ; how
jcircumfpect and tender was the firain of his walk in
i this ? He oft regretted the difficulty there was to re.
{tain integrity in the moft part of company in this
{ degencrate age ; he reckoned fuch company a great
{hard(hip, and loth would he be to have let any thing
loffenfive in converfe-go withouta check,
. The following memoirs will witnefs his walking
twith God in his family and clofet: But fome things
there I cannot pafs ; it was his ordinary, except he
thad been neceflarily hindred, to come from his clofet
to family worfhip, efpecizally if the Lord had given
him enlargment of heart, and if his fpirit was in a due
frame ; he would then have been very uneafic, if any
interruptions fell in betwixt clofet and family-duties.
He alfo commonly expounded the word of God, at
leaft once a day in his family. The night before
:family-fafts, which he kept, our national-fafts, he al-
iways direéted his fervants how to manage that work,
tand on the faft-days themfelves difcourfed them a-
bout their fouls condition and concerns.

He was an affetionate and dutiful-hufband, a con-
%ﬁ:ientious and kind parent, a faithful and eafy mafter,
{ Suchas knew him, will own, he had a clear head, a
ivery ready. and rare invention, and an uncommon
%mcnmry; he read little after his health broke, and
oft owned his greatelt improvement was more by
thinking than reading.

: He had a very ready way of exprefling his thoughts;
the was far from a vain, airy affeftation of language
iin preaching, (a prevailing evil in this time) he had
iftudied an even, neatand feriptural ftile. and this be-
came natural, tho' fome thought in the end, his deep
{thinking made it a little more abftrufe than formerly
ito a popular auditory. | |
{ He had choice pulpit gifts, he was an accurate and
{pathetic preacher a great textuary, clofe in' hand-
o A 3 liﬂg
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ling.any trath he difcourfed, and in the apphcatlon,[;

he was home, warm and fearching ; and in.this hey:
fhewed himfelf ufually. a. fkilful cafbift. He of :
complained, that fome worthy men were too. general £,
and bare in the application: of their dotrines. qs
He ordinarily wrote his fermons very exaltly, when§
health and bufinefs would allow ; he ufed to fay A¥
lazy minifter in his younger years, would make a poor
old man. . It were to be withed, that this example:
were more followed than itis. He oft adventured tof:
preach under great indilpofition when he was notj:
able to write-fo much as the heads of his fermon, yea,}
even at facraments, and he has been {ingularly aflifted,}:
to the conviftion of all that heard him. In his laft}:
two years he wrote little, his health- then was fo low.}
His experience of the power of godlinefs, with hisj;
other gifts mentioned, made him very fkilful to deal
“with wounded fpirits, accordmg to the variety oftheir}
cafes ; and this canverle he owned was exrreamly?@
ufeful to himfelf. Few minifters have taken a. more;
cautious and confirming way of dealing with people,f
than he did before he admitted them to the facrament;}
and while in health, he was diligent in the 0ther3
parts of his minifterial work., b
 He was no lefs fingularly fitted for the {chools ; he
fpcke elegant latin promptly, tho” he had been lcmg;
in the difofc of it, and was fcarce at any pains to res|
cover it, which was nuch admired : He was very ex-f-
pert in the sreek, but his ficknefs broke his defign to;
accomplifh himfelf in the rﬁﬁ of the oriental langua-
€s.

3 In controverﬁes, ef'pecn]ly thofe of the time, he;
excelled many, it was ftrange to fee how. quickly he
- would have - taken up the {tate of controverfie, the
firength of an adverfury, fecn through their dcce:t‘&
full fophiftry and pretences, arid how clofe and ner-;
vous his reafoning was ufually. - [
Now on the whole, what a_lofs, r:fpecmllyhm
tinis

i
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this jun&ure, may we jultly reckon’the. death of
this great-little man to the poor wreftling church
of Scotland, to the place he lived in, and to his-
family ? Alas ! ‘What fhall we fay 2 What great
thoughts of heart may it caufe, when fuch 2 green
olive-tree, fair, and of goodly fruit is cut down,
when fuch bright ftars fet, yez, even conltellations
of them inour day ? May we not- juftly, fear;:when
(uch wreftlers with God are taken off, as he on his
death-bed comments on fuch damping providences,
that the confumption decreed fhall overflow in righte-
sufnefs ? Ia, x. 22.

,;.‘Pf:j'. = :-:_:r:‘,l'r_‘,:_fJ: ‘-:ri;j-l
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Mt THOMAS HALY BURTO N,

WRITTEEN
By himfelf fome years before his death.

INTEODUCTIOE

HE common occurances of the life of one
in all refpeéts fo inconfiderable, are not worth

- recording ; and if recorded, could be of little
ufe either to myfelf, or others, Wherefor it is none
of my defign to wafte time or paper with thefe. But
it 1can recount the Lord’s gracious condult toward
me, the ftate of matters before. and under the Lord’s
{peclal dealings with me, in a2 way of conviftion, il-
lumination, converfion, confolation and edification ;
and compat them fo, as to difcover, not only the
parts of this work, the feveral advances it made, the
oppofition made to it, its victory over the oppofition
of my own heart, Satan and the world: but alfo to
prefent the work in its order and iflue, it may be of
great ufe to my own eftablifhment, and if ever it
fhould fall in the bhands of any other Chriftian, it
might be not unufeful, confidering, that the work
of the Lord in all is, as to the fubftance, the fame and

uniform |
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uniform s and as face anfwers to face Prov. xxvvii.
19, in a glafs, {o does one Chriftian’s experience
anfwer another’s and both to theword, ,

This being the defign of this narrative, to give
fome account of the Lord’s work with me, and my
way with him, in fo far as 1 remember it from my
birth this'day , I fhall proceed to it.

A g SRRt oo NN SR ——

PART I

Narrating the (fate of matters with me from the time
of my birth till Iwus about ten years of age, or
thereby, !

‘Came into the world, not only under the guilt of
X that offence, whereby many, nay all were made
finners, Rom. v. 19. and on the account whereof
fudgment paffed upon all men to condemnation: But
moreover I -brought with me a nature wholly cor-
rupted, 7ob, Xiv, 4. P/alm.li. 5. a heart wholly fet in
me to doevil, Eccl. ix. 3. This the teftimony of
God in the word fatisfies me of. And herein 1 am
ftrongly confirmed by undoubted experience, that
fully convinceth me, that from the morning of my
days, while under the advantage of gofpel.light, the
infpeétion of godly parents, and not yet corrupted -
by cuftom, the imaginations of my heart, and the
tenor of my life, were evsl, only evil and continually
fo. Gen. vi. 5, 8, 21. S

2. It cannot be expelted, that at fo great a dif-
tance, I thould remember the particulars of that firft
three or four years of my life ; Yet I mayon the
juftet grounds prefume, that they were filled up with
thofe {ins that cleave to children in their infancy.,
Many of which are not only evil, as they flow from a
poifoned root; Matth. vil. 17. for anevil tree will
bring forth corvupt fruit: But do alfo bear the im-

prels
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prefs 6f,and an- evidéat corigruity to their ‘corrupt
~fource, - and- tafte “ftrong- of that root of bitternefs
whereupon they grow. “While we are yet on the
brealts, inbred corruption breaks forth, and before
we give any tolerable evidence that we are rational,
we give full evidence that we are corrupted.” Pfalm,
lviii. 3. We fhew -that we are inclined to evil by
prefling with impatience and eagernefs for what is
hartful 5 and our averfion to good, by refufing with
the greateft obftinacy what is fit, proper and ufeful
to us. At firft we are only employed about fenfible
things, and about them we give the firft evidences
that our natures are corrupt. And with"the firlt ape
pearances of reafon, tlie corruption of our fpirit dif-
- covers itfelf.  How early do our atings difcover paf-
fien, pride, revenge, diflimulation and fenfuality to
be inlaid, as it were, in our very conftitution ! Any
ordinary obferver may difcern inftances innumer«:
able of this fort, very early in children. With thele
and the like evils, no doubt, were the firlt years of
my life, whereof I remember little, filled up ; ¢ Folly
is bound up in the heartof a child, Prov. xxii. 1 §. and
we goafide afloon as born, {peaking lies,’ P/al. lviii 3.
. 3. In this firft period of my life, I had advantages
above moft. My parents were eminently religious,
Y- was trained up under their eyes and infpection, for
moft part, I continually heard the found of divine
truths ringing in my ears, in their inftruttions ; and
I had the beauty of the pratice of religion continu-
ally reprefented to mine eyes in their walk, Iwas
by their care kept from ill company that might in-
fet me, By thefe means I was reftrained from thofe
- groffer outbreakings that children oft run into, and
habituate to a form of religion, and put upon the
performing of fuch qutward duties of religion as my
years were capable of,  Hence it appears, that the fin,
1 now am fully convinced, thatI wallowed in during
this traét of time, is not to be imputed, cither as -lzp

inclis
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inclination, or a&mgs, merely to contradted cuﬂom,
“or occafional temptations ; But it really was the ge-
nuine -fruit and refult of that lamentable byafs man
fince the fall is born with. Sure the fpring muft be
within, whén notwnthﬂandmg all the carc taken tp
keep me fromthem, 1 impetuounfly wenton'in (inful
courfes. The holy God hedged up my w.y by pre- -
¢epts, example; difcipline ; But 1 broke through all.
‘Sure-the fprings muft be within, And fore it moftbe
-very ftrong that was able to bear down fuch power-
ful mounds * as'were fet in its way, by the pro-
vidence of God, and run with fo full a ftream, not-
~withftanding all outward occ.flons of its ‘increafe
‘were cut off, as much as might be, Herein'l havea
full . evidence of a heart mturally eftranged - from,
nay oppofite to the Lord. " And ‘belides, this deeply
aggravates my guilt. ¢ And they have turned unto
me the back and not the face; though 1 taught them .
rifing up early and teaching them, yet they have not
hearkened to receive inftrutions’ Fer, xxxii. 33.

4. . The care of my father during his life, which
ended Ocfober 1682, and of my mother afier his -
-~ death, tho’ very great, did not change, but only hide
nature, which is indeed often hidden, fometimes o«
vercome, feldom extinpuifhed Albeit I cannot re-
member all the particulars from the 4th or gth year
of my life, yet fo far do I remember what the gene-
ral bent of my heart was from that time, Upon a
review, I muoft confefs that it was wholly fet- againft
the Lord. The carnal mind is enmity agamﬂ God, &8
not fubject to the law of God, nor can it mdced be,
" Rom. viii. 7. -

5. Toconfirm this, when I now f'urvey the deca.
logue, and review this portion of my time, notwith-
flanding of the great diftance, Ido diftindtly re-
member, an I were it to edification, could condefcend
upon particular inftances.of the oppoﬁtmn of my

. heart
¥ Fcnccs
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heart unto each of its precepts. . Whatever influence
education may have in moulding what is feen, yet
furely ©the imaginations, of man’s heart are evil
from his youth up,’ Gen. viii. 21.

. 6. True it is, through the influence of the means
before mentioned, I.did all this while abominate the -
more grofs breaches of all the commands, and diflike
opén fin, But mean while my heart was fet upon the
lefs difcernible violations of the fame holy law. My
quarrel was not with fin, but the confequences of it,
and the main thing 1 regarded was the worlds o-
pinion of it. Fear of punithment, pride that fears to
bell thought of, or at beft, a natural conlcience en-
lightened by education, were the only {prings of any .
performances of duty, or abftinence from fin, Prone
1 was all this while to.fin, even of all forts, which
that age is carried unto, in fecret when I could fay,
that no eye fhall fee me, Job xxiv. 15. They who for -
credit or other fuch inducements, may.feem averfe
to fin,.yet will make bold in the dark with the worft
fins ;——3Son of man haft thou [een what the ansients
of the houfe of Hrael doin the dark, every man én the
chambers of his immagery? Fur they [ay, the Lord
Jeeth us not, the Lord hath forfaken the earth, Ezek.
vill, 12, y

7. Even thofe things, which,-in my way feem’d
good and promifing, fuch as deteftation of grofs fins,
performance of duties, &c. were either purely the
effe@sof a forcible cuftom, a bribe to a natural con--
fcience to hold.its. peace, a facrifice to felf, a {lavifh .
performance of what I took no delight in to avoid
the whip, or fometimes 2 charm to keep me from
danger; which I thought- would befal me, and dread-
.ed much, if I neglelted prayer. Thus.my beft things
drcadfully increafed my guilt, being like the apples
of Ssdom, fair to look at, promifing while untried,
but within full of athes and noifome matter. When ye
fufted and mourned in the fifth and [eventh months,

even
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evien 1hele feventy years, did ye' at all faft unto me 2
And when ye did eaty and when ye did drink, did ye
not eat for yourfelves ? Zech. vid. 5, 6. Bring no more
vain oblationsy Encenfe is an abomsnation to me, the
new-moons and fabbaths, the calling of uffemblies, I
cannot away with, it is imiquity, even the folemn
meeting. Ha, i, 13 S T
8. Thus thelfpring of corruption damm’d in on
the onle fide, I mean as to open profanity, by the
mounds of education, breaks out on the other fide,
ina form of religion, 2 Tim. iii» 5. without, nay
plainly oppofite to the power of it, which is no lefs
-~ hateful to the Koly God : ¢ The prayer of the wicked
is fin, his ‘facrifice is an abomination, Prov. xxi. 27,
15,8, 21, 4. Sin ib one cafe has ‘a little varnith
“that hides its deformity fomewhat from the eyes of’
men;in the other it is feen in its native hew and’
colours, In the one cafe it runs undér ground ; in the
other it opénly follows its courfe. ¢ Some mens fins
areopen before-hand goingbefore them into judgment
and others follow after, 1 Tim. v. 24. Whether
the one or the other, the odds is not great. The tree’
35 known by its fruit. Matth Xii, 33. A4 corrupt tree
~cannot bring forth good fruit. Sometimes it may
bring forth good-lske frust. | o
9. But yet, after all, I muft confefs that fuch was
the ftrength of corruption, that it drove me to feve.
ral of the more plain and grofs fins incident to this
age: Which though fome account pardonable fol.
lies in children, yet the Lord makes another reckone
ing of them, and fundry of them have been made
bitter to me, fuch as, lying to avoid punifhment,
fabbath-breaking, revenge, hatred of my reprovers,
and others of a-like nature. Some particular fins.
committed in child hood, which I had quite forgor,
as being attended with no notable circumftances,
that could make them: ftick, rather than other things,
and being of an older date than any thing elfe; T

can
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can. remember, were brought frelh 0 my remem- -

brance, when the Lord began clofly to convince of
fin, and bemg prefented in their native colours, in
the light of the Lord, 2nd in all the circumftances

of time, place, partners in {in, &c, and were made

the matter of my deep humiliation, loathing and felf-

abhorence, as-not only full of wickednefs in them.

felves, but pregnant evidences of the deepeft natur-

al depravity, Which made me fee to whom it was

owing, that I went not to all the heights in wicked-

nefs and the groffeft abominations thzt ever any were

carried to, and which a haughty heart, ifnot reftrain-
ed feafonably parted by fecret power, and partly :by

ourward _means, would mevltably have carried me to,
Prov. xxii. 25.  Folly isbound upin the heartofa

child deeply rooted and faftned there.” Andno thanks -
to the beft, that they are. kept from the worlt things.

¢ And David faid to Abigail, bleffed be the Lord God
of Ifrael, which fent thee this day to meet me, -and
blefled be thy advice, and blefled be thou, which haft
kept me this day from coming to fhed blood, and from
avenging myfelf on mine own hand. 1 Sam xxv. 32,
For in very deed, as the Lord God of Ifrae! liveth,
“which hath kept me back from hurting thee, except
thou hadft hafted and come to meet me, furely there
had not been left unto Nabal by the morning-light
any that piffeth againft the wall.” What a monfter

had 1 been, if left to myfelf, and not' feafonably re..
ftrained by outward means, and inward power ! blef.

fed be -the invifible ‘hand, and the outward inftru-
‘ments of this reftraint, that ke pt me back from fine
ning. -

" Yo. Thefe are but a yery few of the innumerable

evils that cleaved to me in this finful period of my
~ life, For who can underftand his errors ? Pfal. xix.

~ 12, This period was altogether finful and vain:

- mnay, {in and vanity in the abfiralt. Childhood isva-

#ity, Eccl. xi 10, And all this is deeply aggravated
by
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by . my.-ftupid. inconcernednefs about. them .al] -the
while. Notwith{tanding of them all, I was cleanin
mine own eyes, though not wafbed from my pollutions,
Prov. xxx. 12, In the puddle whereof I had long.
wallowed. -I waswholeas to my own' fenfe, though
the plague fore run upon me. -Rew, iii. 17, “ While I
thought I ftood in need of nothing, T was poor, mifer-
able, wretched, blind and naked. How canft thou fay
Iam not polluted I have not gone after Baalim? fee
thy way in the valley, know what thou haft done, &¢.
I have not found it by fecret fearch,but uponall thefe,
Yet thou fayeft, becaufe Iam innocent, furely his anger
fhall turn from me. Behold 1 will p]cad with thee,
becaufe thou fayeft,! have not ﬁnned * Jer.ii, 23.24.

‘ Reﬁeﬁfam on rbfs forft pé}'z'od.

1. XX 7Hen I confider, how many fins Iong fince
| done and forgotten, many of them of an
older daté than any thing elfe T remember,:and in
their commiffion attended with no fuch remarkable
circumftances, as can rationally be fuppofed .to have
made any decp nnpreﬁ' on on the memory, and fo
have any influence in their recovery, after fo long
oblivion, were now by the Lord brought to mind
with unufual diftinétnefs, I cannot but herein -ob-
ferve, 1 What exa& notice the holy God takes, and
how deeply he refents thofe things, which men, ge-
nerally, will fcarce allow to be faults, or at molt but
mean ones, pardonable follies rather than fins. Gdd
carly obferved, that man’s imaginations are evil from
his youth, and will have us mind, and be humbled
for the fins that have cleaved to us from our youth.
* Thishathbeen th}' manner from thy youth, that thou
obeyelt not my voice,” 7er. xxii. 21. 1s an aggravatl-
on of other fins he charges on his people, and in it -
felf one heavy article, 2. How much reafon ‘is there
for reckonmrr it up as qne great part ¢ of the wickeds

mifery,
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mifery that they ly down in their graves with bones
fullof the fins of youth? Job xx. 11. How much
realon is there for David’s prayer that God may
notremember againft him the fins of his youth ? Pial.
xxv. 7. How juft reafon have we oft, with 706, Job.
xiii. 26. tofufpeétthatin the ftrokes that fall onus in
riper years, God is making usto poffefs the iniquities
of our youth ? How much reafon have we with holy
Auguftin Aug. conf, Lib. 1. to confefs and mourn
over the fins of child-hood, and trace original corrup-
tion in its firft oyt-breakings, even up to infancy !
3. I here obferve what an exa regifler confcience,
God's deputy, keeps ; how early it begins to mark,
how accurate it is, even when it feem to take no
notice and to what a length it will go in juftifying .
God’s feverity againft finners at the laft day; bow
diftintly and clearly it will read it out, and how far
up it will fetch its accounts of thofe evils which we
‘mind nothing of, when God thall open its eyes to
read what is written, and difcern thofe prints which
~as Job fays, ¢ God fets upon the heels of our feet 3’

Fob xiii. 27. and give it a commiffion to tell us of

- them, when the ¢ books fhall be opened, and the dead
{mall and greatjudged out of them,’ Rev. xx. 12,
" 2. WhenT review this firft period of my life,
what reafon do1 fce to be afhamed and even con-
founded, to think that I have fpent ten years of a
thort life, without almoft a rational thovght, and un-
doubtedly any that was not finful.—¢ After that1 was
inftrufted, I fmote upon my thigh : I was afhamed,
vea, even confounded, becaufe 1 did bear the reproach
of my youth,” 7er, xxxi. 19,

3. The whole of what I have fet down before,
Being matter of undoubted experience, of which 1
can no more doubt than of what I now feeand feel;
1 bave herein a ftrong confirmation of my faith, as
to the guiltof Zdam’s fin, its imputation to his pof-

terity, and of my concernment therein in particular.
- ~ For
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For, 1. The bent of my foul from a Child, was -
fet-.againft’ the Lord: Nor was this the effelt of
Cuftom and education; for there was a fiveet con-
{piracy of precept, difcipline and cxample of thofe,
with whom I. converfed, during this firft part of
my life, to “carry me another way. Nor can I
charge the fault of this on my conftitution of body,
or any fuch thing, as might be alledged to pro-
cecd from my-parents in a natural way, For thofe
Jufts which are of the mind, Eph. ii, 3, and are
“fiot influenced by any conftitution of body, wére as
ftrong, fenfible, active and prevalent as. any. other,
nay, more than thefe which may be pretended to de-
pend on the frame of the body. Andas myfoul in
in- its accurfed inclinations was'thus oppafite ‘to the
Lord, fo the oppofition was of that.ftrength.and
force, as was ot to be fuppreffed; much lefs.to bie
ovérconie andifitbdued by the-outmoft care of pa-
rents, and’ the beft outivard means. This is upe -
doubted fact. 2. 1 cannot at all conceive it confiftent
with the wifdom. goodnefs or-equity of God, to fend -
me thus into the world, without any fault on my
part, To fay I was thus originally fram’d without
refpet to any fin chargeable on me, is 2 pofition
‘fo-full of flat contrariety to all the notiolssiL: qan
entertain of the diety, that I cannot think'of it
without horrour much lefs can I believe and givé
affent to it. 3. Penal then this corruption muft be,
as death and difeafes aré. And whereofcan it-be
a punifhment, if not of -Adam’s fin 2. While shofs
things” afe’ fo plain in faft, and thé dedu&ion -fo
eafic frofit ‘sthem.; whatever fubtile arguments
any ufe’ to overthrow this truth, I have no seafon
to be much (haken or .moved with them, or cillthg -
tryth in-quieftion. If once Lam:fire, that God hath .
done a thing, there is no foom ‘left for:djfputing
its equity. lam fure, [''wasscorrupt from mfyikn- )
fancy.” I am furé; God wobldinot have ‘made me
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fo without caufe, or fent me into the world in fuch a
cafe if it had not been for fome fault wherein I'am
concerned. 1fthere is any attempt to charge God on
this fcore, I look upon it as highly injurious. There
is no more left for me in this cale, but humbly toen-
deavour to clear God of any feeming hardfhip. 1f we
cannot eafily do this; then I will much rather own
my ignorance, and {top under his incomprehenfibili-
ty, than lay any charge of injuftice againit him. This
has ftaid my foul again{t the molt fubtile arguings of
- men of perverfe minds, and even of Satan, who hath
oft affulted me in this inftance, Be their arguments
what they will, 7ob xxxiii. 12, 13, 17. Behold, in
this they are not juft: Iwill anfwer thee, that God is
greater than man, Why doft thou ftrive again(t him?
For ke giveth not an account of his matters, That he
may withdraw men from this, among other evil pur-
pofes, of meafuring God by his (hort line, and hide

pride from his eye.
4. Hence alfo, I am taught what eftimate to make

of the pretendedly good and virtuous inclinations,
wherewith fome are by df-z[t‘s and pelagzans alledged
to be born; If it be not in thefe few and rare inftan-
ces of the early efficacy of f'an&:Fymg grace all that
which is looked on as good, is really.no more but the
fruit of education, cuftom, occafional reftraints, free-
dom from temptation, or perhaps, a natural temper
influenced by fome of thofe, and by the conftitution
of the body to fomewhat of oppofition to thofe grof-
fer altings of fin, which makes the moft noife in the
world. In a word, whatever there is of this, fave in
the rare inftances befure-mentioned, is but fin under
a difguife. The odds is not great, The one fort of fins
ners feem to promife good fruit, but deccive: Where-
- as the openly profane give a plain refufal; and forbid
éxpetations. And yet of this Jaft fort moe receive
the gof'pel than of the former, But what think ye ?

Matth XXi. 28 , 3. A certain man had two fons, and
| he
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he came 1o the firft, and faid, fon, go work to day in my
vineyard. He anfwered ard faid, I will not; But
afterward he repented, and went, And be came 1o the
fecond and faid likewife. dnd he anfivered and faid, I
g0 toy Sir; and went not. Whether of them twam did
the will of his father 2 They fay unto him; the firft. .
Jefus faith unto them, Verily 1 fay unto you, that the

- Publicans and the Harlots go into the kingdom of God
~ before you. | '
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PART IL

Containing an account of the rife, progrefs, interrup-
tions, revivals, and Iffues of the Lord's firivings

. with me, during the ten or eleven exfuing years of
my life, from May 1085 to Augult 1690.

CHAP L

Containing an account of the firfl rife of my concern
about religion, its refult, revivals, and other occur-
rences thereto relating, for the firft two years of
this tame,

1. TN the month of /Hay 168 5, my mother being by
the heat of the perfecution obliged to retire to
Holland, I went along with her, While we were at
fea, being in fome real or apprehended danger, my
confcience, which had for all the bygone ten years, {o
far as I can now remember, been faft afleep, began to
awaken 3 I was challenged for {in, terrified with the
apprehenfions of hell and death, and the wrath of
God, which I had no thought about before I was
brought to this diftrefs; Jer. ii. 27, They bave turn-
ed their back unto me, and not their face : But in the
time of their trouble they fhall fay, Arifé, and faveus,

2. All this concern was nothing more than a fad
mixture of natural fear, and a felfifh defire of prefer-
B2 .h “vation
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vation from the danger that was fuppofed imminent,
~atleaft by me, Peace, acceptance, communion with
God, came not much in my thonghts, I was afraid
and unwrllmg to die ; 1 would gladly have been out
of danger of hell. Thls was all my,exercife at this
time. It was not fin; but death its confequence T was
‘concern’d to be rid of Exod. X. 26, Then Pharaoh
called for Mofes and Aaron in hafle, and faid, I have
Sfinned againft the Lord your God——Now therefor I
pray thee, forgive my [in only this once, and intreat
¢he Lord your Gody that he may take away from me
z‘b:s death only.
. 3. Asthis exercife was wholly felfith, without any
.~ concern for the Lord’s p alory, fo it led me to felfifh
courfes for relief. I piomifed, That were'I at land, I
would live and be better than formerly : T engag'd to
keep all God’s commands. My mother told me, ;I
was in a miftake, and would not hold there. But there
was no perfuading onc fo ignorant of his own’ heart,
-as [ at this time was, of this. I multiply’d engage-
ments, and doubted not myfelf as to the perform-
ance: 7ofh. XxXiv. 10. And the people anfwered, God
- forbid that we fhould forfake the Lord to Jerve other
gods.—ver. 19. And Fofhua faid unto the people, Ye
" cannot ferve the Lord; for he is an holy God.——ver.
121, And the people ﬁczzd unto Jolbua, Nay, bm‘ we will
. ferve the L ard "
- 4. No-fooner was I come to land, and fix'd at Kot
terdam, but 1 verified what had been foretold. 1 for-
got all my promifes and refolutions. Theunrenewed
- and corrupt heart, being free from the force putupon
.3t by the natural con{cience under appearance of haz-
- ard, took its old courfe. 1 returned to-former evils
and grew worfe ; Corruption, that had been damm’d
~:"in for a little, having eafily forc’d down all thefe
Mounds ralfed to hold it in, run with the gieater vio-
Jlence. Ttis true, thro’ the micrcy of God-[ was ftill
reftrained from open {candalous {ins. Toward which

the

20
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the aw of my godly and prudent mother, and prin-
ciples of education did contribute not a littie : But as
te feeret evils of all forts-1 had no averfion to them :
Nay, to-many of them 1 was {trongly inclin’¢, and in
.manyinftances followed my own inclinations, 1 was.
a ready and €aly prey.to every temptation, notwith-
ftanding zll my engagements :—— Jer, ii, 20, /nd
thou laidft, Iwill not tranfgrefs, when upon every high
hill, and under every green b ce thou wandereft, play-
ing the harlot, T

. 5 My fins, in this place, Liad this grievous aggra-
vation, That they-werc againil greater light, and more
of the means 6f grace than I had formerly enjoyed.
-On the Lord’s day we had three Sermons and two
- Letures in the Scots church, on Thurfday, a Sermon
there likewife. On Tuefday one of the {uffering Mi«

nifters by turns preach’d, There was a meeting for
- prayer on Wednefday. On Monday and Friday's night
Mr. Fames Kirkton commonly leCtured in his family.
On Saturday he catechized the children of the Scots
fuffcrers who came to him. DMy mother “took care
' to have me attend moft of thefe occafions, was
careful to keep me to duty, was not wanting in advice,
corretion, prayer with and for me; the obliged me to
.read the feriptures and other edifying books. But fo
 far.were all thefe from obtaining'a due effet on me,
“that I was weary of them, and wenton in fin : /fa.'V.
4o -What could have been done more, (viz. in point
of outward méans) fo my vineyard, that I have not
done ? Wherefor when [licked that it fhould have
broupht forth grapes, brought st forth wild grapes ?
Mal, i. 13. Ye faid alfo (viz. of the Lord’s fervice)
What a wearinefs is init ? And ye have fnuffed at+t
faith the Lord of Hafds s And ye brought that which
was torn, and the lame and the f[ick ; thus ye have

brought an offering ; fhould I accept this of your hand,
Jfaith the Lord ? R -

. 6, At this time I wanted not frequent cohviftions,
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occafioned fome times by the preaching of the word,
and at other feafons by the light of my education,
which ftill hung about me, and was a check upon me
- Bat all this were only like the ftarts of a’ {leeping
man, occafion’d by fome fudden noife; up he gets,
but prefently he is down, and fafter afleep than be-
fore. I found means to getrid of thefe convictions. 1,
I would, when they were uneafy, promife them a hear-
ing afterwards, .4¢s xxiv. 25. znd as Paul reajoned
of righteoufnefs, temperance, and judgment to come,
Felix trembled, and anfwered, Go thy way, and when
I have a convenient feafon 1will call for thee. 2. At
other feafons, I looked to the tendency of them, that
they aim’d at.engaging me to be holy, and then I
por'd upon the difficulties of that courfe, till I not
only got the edge of my conviétions blunted, but
frighted myfelf from a compliance: Prov. xxii, 13.
The fluggard faith, Thereis alion in the way, and I
fhall-be flain inthe [Freets. 3. When convictions were
lighter, I got rid of them by withdrawing from the
means.—— James 1. 23. 24: If « man be a hearer of
the word and not a doer, he is like unto a man bebolding
bis natural face in a glafs : For he beholdeth himfelf,
" and goeth his wayy and [traightway forgetteth what
“manner of man he was. 4. Sometimes I promifed them
fair, and {o put them off at that time, but minded it
- not afterward. Matth, xxi. 30. And he laid to the fé-
cond likewife, and he anfweaed, 1 go, Sir, and went
- not, 5. Sometimes they iflued in fruitlefs,unactive and
{lothful wifhes; Prov. xiit. 4. The foul of the flug-
gard defireth, and hath nothing., xxi. 25. The defire
of the flothful killeth him ; for his bands refufethto la-
hour. 6. Atother times when they were troublefome, I
turned mine eye to fomething which I thought good,
in my way, though, the Lord knows, little was |

there that had fo much as any tolerable appearance of
good. Yet o foolith was I, that I refled here, as if
this had been notonly enough to attone for bygonbes, 5
' - buat
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but procure good at God’s hand. Luke xviii. 10,11
Two men went up into the Temple to pray, the one a
Pharifee, the other a Publican. The Pharifee ftood and
prayed with himfelf, God 1 thank thee that I am not as
other. men, extortioners, unjuft, adulterers, or even as-
this Publican, &c, 7. Sometimes I endeavoured to
diminith my fin as much as 1 could. Ho/. xii. 8. “In.
¢ all my labours they fhall find no iniquity in me,
¢ that were fin.’ 8. When thefe fhifts failed, and
‘they were flill uneafy, I then betook myfelf to diver-
fions,and they chock’d the word and conviétions from
it: Luke viii. 14. ¢ And that which fcll among
¢ thorns are they, which when they have heard; go
‘ forth, and are chocked with cares and riches, and
: pleafures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfec-
tion.’ |
7. About this time I met with fome things that
croffed me. Herecon I turned thoughtful, what way
to rid myfelf of thefe difficulties. I feemed more
than ordinary concerned, and my fpirit was much
troubled ; yet really this ftrait led me not to God.
But my thoughts were fpent in refentments againit
the real, or fuppofed authors of my uneafinefs, in .
proud, felfith and vain contrivances for mine own
eafe and relief: Pjulm x. 4. ¢ The wicked through
¢ the pride of his countenance, will not feek after
¢ God: Godis not in all his thoughts. 7ob XXXV.
¢ 9. 10. They cry out by reafon of the arm of the
¢ Mighty : But none faith, Where isGod my Maker, .
‘ who giveth fongs in the night? 7. xxii. 8. 11.
¢ And thou didft look in that day to'the armour of
¢ the houfe of the forreft, &c. But ye have not look-
‘ ed unto the Maker thereof, neither had refpet to
¢ .him that fafhioned it long ago. |
8 About the month of December 1686, upon the
carneft defire of my father’s fifter, married to 7oh»
Glas provoft of Perth, T was fent home, WhileT ftaid
in his family, 1 faw nothing of religion, tho’ my aunt
B 4 Wwas’
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was a woman very moral. Here I was muchindulged.
1 got liberty, and I took it. I faw little of the worthip
of God,and 1 ealily complied, and turned remifs too.
- What further advances toward an open rejeionof
the very form of religion, I made in this place I do not
now, at "this diftance diftin&tly remember : But no
doubt they were great, This I do remember, that I
found my averfion to thefe {ins, which thro’ the in-
fluence of education I abominated before, fenfibly
weakned. Yea, Ifound {ome fecret hankering after
fome of them, a delight in them,who were gnilty, and
.a fort of approbation of them in my hearr, Yet ftill T
was, :# @& great meafure, reftrained from an avowed
practical compliance, by the awful impreffions early
-inftruétion had left on my mind, which were not ag
yetwholly worn oft'; tho’ far were they decayed, con-
~ Aidering the [hortnels of my ftay, whence I may eafily
difcern what had become of them, If [ had ftayed
fonger . here. Further I mind, that as this time, I had
a great averfion to learning, which was the only good
thing thatin this place was urged upon me. I Jooked
on it as a burden and drudgery, to which the bafeft
emPloyments were to be preferr’d and hencé I no way
fet my-heart to it; but trifled my time away. And
many a finful fhift did I betake myfelf to, that I might
get the time (huffled over. Plalm. . 17. 18. 21. Thus
A hated infEraction, and caft God’s word behind my
- back. When thoufawef? a thief thou confentedft with
bim, and haft heen partaker with adu'terers. Thefe
2hings haft thou done, andl kept [ilence, and thought-
eft that 1was altogether Juch a one as thyfelf, X
9. Thus Ifpent the winter. In the {pring 1687,
my mother fearing that I might be enfiared with the
company I was now amongft, came home for me,as
minding the wife man’s ebfervation, Prov 29. 15.
The rod and reproof give wifdem : But a child left 1o
“himfelf bringeth - bis mother to fhame. Rom 1, jo0,
2 Tim. iii. 3. But {o great was my wickednefs, that
in
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in fp:ght of nariral_affeltion, T was grleved at her
retorn, and when firlt T heard her voice, it damp’d
me, I cared not to fee her. Nothing I difliked more,
than,2 godly and affetionate mother’s converfe, I
fearcd to be queftioned as to bygones, 1 feared fhe
wonld carry me away back to Holland, whereby I
would be put under unealy reftraints from my finful
lnberty ——---—Jer 1, 24, But tbazzﬁud/l There s ;za
hope. ‘No for 1 /Ja've loved /}raﬂgm', and after them
will 1 go.
10. In the [pring, or towards ﬁlmmer, my mother
carried me with her much agzin{t my will : And put
me to {chool there at Erafmus’s f¢hool. 1 ﬂayed but
thort while there. But the advantageous method of
teaching took with me 7 I'began to delight in learn-
ing, and quickly turnéd proud of my fuccefs: Bire -
otherwile, lived as I had ‘done’ before, {till worfe and
~worle underall’ the means-God riiade ufe of to bring
'me nigar, 2nd ‘ketp'me clofs to him. Jer xiiiiv 1.7¢4s
. the g;rdle cleaveth o the loines of wman ; fo have T
 cauféd te cleave unto me the whole houfe of Ifrael, ahd
" the whole houfe of Judah ; that 1hey might be unto'me -
Sfora peap/e. and for a name, and for 4 praife,and for
4 glo{y Bm‘ t/fe_y waald nor lyear. g

J: ..;i‘r‘.r.' ]
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CHAP I :

Caﬂtmmna an dccount of the remwl of conviclions, -

their fﬁ'eé?s, progrefs, iffues and interuptions from
the clofé of 1687, to 1690. or 1691, when 1 went
from Perth to flay at Edinburgh. :

N the month of February 1687, king Fames e-
mitted his proclamations for indulgence.
whereon- molt of thofe who had fled, ventured home;
and my mother amongf(t others, toward Auguf? or
Septermber, that- year. It had heen for my advantage
probably,for my education to have ftayed here, which

madc



26 . Memosrs of o Part II.

made meunwilling to return, In our return we were
in imminent danger of fhip-wreckon the f{cars of Eng-
land, but by the mercy of God efcaped. The danger
was fudden, and fuddenly over and fo left little or no
impreffion on me. When we came home we fixed at
Perth, and abode there till harveft 1690, or 1691, I
cannot be pofitive which, What was my cafe as to
my foul concerns during this time, fo far asI remem-
ber, I fhall here narrate. f

2. Prclently upon our fettlement in this place, I
was entered to fchool : and made {ome better profi-
ciency than before. But as to religion I continued
as inconcerned as ever, as intentupon {in, as averfe to
duty as formerly. However I carried under my mo-
ther’seye, when I was among my comrades I took my
liberty, and went with them into all follies and
¢xtravagancies they went into, but with this aggra-
vation above moft of them, that what I did I knew to
be a fault very often, whereas they, at leaft many of
them, did not. Yea, not only went I along with them,
but was foremoft, and enticed others to folly. Yet
{till through the mercy of God kept from openly
{candalous evils, fave once, that I mind, with fome
other boys I was feized in a garden, taking fome fruit.
 Whereof I was much afiamed, and never attempted
the like again, not from any real diflike of the fin,
but fears of a difcovery. And 'this I continued till
toward the clofe of king Fames his reign, when fears
of 2 maflacre or fome fudden {troak from the papifts,
whereof then there was a great noife every where, re-

vived my concern about religion. Pfalm Ixxviii, 34.

35. Butwbhen re flew them, than they fought him: and
they returned and enquired early after God. And they
remembred that God was their rock, and the high God
their Redeemer,

3.. This concern being fome deeper, and the effeéts
of it more remarkable and lafting, I fhall endeavoura
diftinct account of it, About this time, the Lord,

by
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by the means I lived under,the preaching of the word,
- catechizing in public and private, enlightned my

mind further in the notional knowlege- of the law

and gofpel. My ‘capacity growing with my years,
and knowlege of what was fin and what was duty,
and what the fearful confequences of fin were and the
advantage of duty, increafing ; fin was left open and
naked without the excufe ofignorance,and confcience
had a further advantage, being arm’d with more
knowlege and better inform’d ; hereon its checks,
when now by the Lord’s providences it wasin fome
meafure awakned, were more frequent and fharp, and
not fo eafily tobe evaded + 7ohn xv.22. ¢1f1 had not
¢ come and {poken to them, they had had nofin, but
¢ now they have no cloke for their fin”

4. Some touches of ficknefs riveted on me the im-
preflions of mortality and frality, and the tendency
of each of thofe numerous train of difeafes, by which
we are daily expos’d to death : Hereon I was brought
into and kept under continual ¢ Bondage through

¢ fears of death, Hebii. 15/

5, But that which above all affetted me moft deep-
ly, and gave an-edge to convitions, was the contin.
- ual fears we were in of being fuddenly deltroy’d by
the papifts: This keept death in its molt terrible
fhape ever in mine- eyes and thoughts : And to my
"great terror, I faw wrath and judgment following it,
¢ The finners in Zion are afraid, fearfulne(s hath fur-
¢ prized the hypocrites : Whoamongftus fhall dwell
¢ with devouring fire ¥ Who amongft us thall dwell
¢ with everlafting burnings ? //a. xxxiil. 14.>

6. Herein 1 was caft into grievous difquietment,
Pfalmxiii. 2. T took counfel in my foul, having for-
¢ row in my heart daily.’ I wasina dreadful ftrait be-
twixt two. On the one hand, my convitions of fin
-were fharp, fears of a prefent death and judgment
quickned them,this made meattend more to the word,

“the more I attended to it, they increas’d the more é
| and



