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THOUGHTS

ON THE

CHRISTIAN RELIGION.

DusLIN, 174g6.

DEAR SIR,

AS, in our laft converfation, you expreffed
your concern, that the Chriftian Religion, which,
you faid, had been ycur comfort in all your afitic-
tions, fhould be expofed to fuch rude attacks as have
lately been made upon it; I was led to confider
this fubjet with fome attention ; and I hope it will
- be a relief to your mind, to communicate to you the
refult of my refleGtions, which is, that mott of the
arguments, brought againft it, fall of themfelves to

the ground, as no ways affeting the eflential articles
' of
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of the Chriftian Faith, which, as I conceive, confift
only in a Belief,

In one SupPreME, SELY-EXISTENT BEING, the Cre-
ator and Governor of ali things, infinite in wi{dom,

power and goodnefs ; and,

In Jesus CHRrisT, the true Mefliah, commiffioned
by him,

To inf'rut mankind in the knowledge of the
one only true God, and the worfhip that was due

to him:

To teach men a moft pure fyftem of morals, by
which to regulate their conduct towards their fellow.
creatures and themfelves ;

To reveal to them a future ftate of retribution ;

To announce the Pardon and Forgivenefs of all
who fhould repent and amend their lives, and to
affure them of their future happinefs in ar._:her life ;

To denounce the Judgments of God againft all

obftinate and impenitent finners ;

That Chrift, as a proof of his divine miffion,

wrought many miracles, in the moft open and un-
equivocal
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equivocal manner, before great numbers, many of

whom became his followers ;

That through the influence of the Jews over the

Roman governor, he was put to death ;

That, as an evidence and example of a future
refurreion, he arofe from the dead, and fhewed
himfelf to his difciples, and continued with them
many days ;

That he commiffioned a fele& number of his dif-
ciples, who had been witnefles of the do&rines he
had taught, and of the miracles he had wrought, as
alfo of his death and refurrection, to declare thefe to

all nations, calling upon them to repent and amend

their lives ;

That thefe difciples, as an evidence of their mif-
fion, were alfo impowered to work miracles, and
which they did perform before multitudes, to the

conviction and converfion of great numbers.

If thefe in fact be the oniy effential Articles of the
Chriftian Creed, into what a narrow compafs is the

difpute with infidels brought ? It
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It is not pretended by them, but fuch a perfon as
Jefus Chrift did exift ; who declared himfelf to be
the meflenger of God ; that many believed in him ;
that churches were founded in his name, in which
records of him were kept ; and that great numbers
of his difciples, without-having any temporal intereft

to ferve, died martyrs to this belief.

Suppofe the enemies of Chriftianity could prove
that many errors and contradi@ions are to be found
in the books of the New-Teftament, and that it is
uncertain bj whom,and precifcly when, they were
wrote, will they pretend tl}it the truths here men-
tioned, as the only eflential Articlesof the Chriftian’s
creed, are not agrecable to tire current of the fcrip-
ture, and that they have not been univerfally believed
by Chriftians, in all ages, fince the firft eftablifhment
of Chriftianity. What will avail them to prove that
the Doctrine of the Trinity is repugnant to common
{fenfe ; or that the eternal duration of Hell-torments

is inconfiftent with every natural idca of the goodnefs

and mercy of God? Let thofe who hold thefe doc-
trines
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trines defend them, if they are able. To them thefs
objections thould be mzde, and not to Chriftians in

general.

" If the articles of Faith, here mentioned, as the
only ones neceflary to falvation, be in fact fo, how
much is it to be lamented, that they fhould not be
acknowledged as fuch by all Chriftian Churches !
Can the belief or difbelief of Chrift’s pre-exiftence,
his immaculate conception, or the do&trine of atone-
ment, be of any real importance ? I am quite of the
opinion of my lately deceafed friend, the Rev. Dr.

Price, who expreffes himfelf thus on thefe matters :

« A deliverance from death, through the power of
<« Chrift, te be judged according to our works, and,
“ if virtuous, to enter upon a new and happy life,
¢¢ which fhall never end, is the {um and fubftance of
« all that fhould influence human beings, the evi-
“ dence of which the Gofpel gives, removes all
*“ doubts about it, and is fufficient, whether we be-
* lieve any thing clfe or not, to carry us (if virtuous)

“ with
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¢ with triumph through this world—what then fig-
« nify the differences among Chtiftians about other
¢ points ; or what confequence is it, that they have
« diffcrent ways of explaining this point itfelf? Give
« but the faét, that Chrift is the refurretion and
« the life, and explain it as you will. Give ’em but
¢ this finglc truth, that eternal life is the gift of God
“ through Jefus Chrift our Lord and Saviour, I fhall
“ be perfectly eafy with refpect to the contradictory
«¢ opinions which are entertained about the dignity
s of Chrift, about his nature, perfon and offices, and
¢« the manner in which he faves us. Call him, if
« you pleafe, fimply a man, endowed with extraor-
¢ dinary powers ; or call him a fuper-angelic being,
« who appeared in human form for the purpofe of
« accomplifthing our falvation ; or fay (if you can
« adopt a thought fo fhocking and abfurd) that he
¢« was fecond of three coequa! nerfons in the God-
« head, forming one perfon, with a human foul ;
¢¢ that he came down from Hcavcn, and fuffered and

“ died on the crafs. Say that he faves us merely by

“ being
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¢ being a meflenger from God, to reveal to us eternal
«« life, and to confer it upon us.” Or on the contrary,
¢ that he not only reveals eternal life, but has ob-
“ tained it for us, by offering himfelf a propitiatory
*“ {acrifice on the ctofs, and making fatisfaction to
““ the juftice of the Deity for our fins. I fhall think
“ {uch differences of little moment, provided the
 fact 1s allowed, that Chrift did rife from the dead,
‘“ and that all the. righteous penitents will, through
“ God’s grace in him, be accepted and made happy

«« forever.>’

Many difputes have arifen among Chriftians re-
{pecting the authenticity of fome parts of {cripture ;
fome confidering the whole, without exception, to
be divinely infpired, while others think that many
crrors have crept into them, and that miftranflations
and interpolations have deﬁgncdly taken place, to
accommodate the peculiar opinions of thofe who
collated and tranflated them. Some think that all
the opinions and doltrines whatever, taught by the
apoftles, ought to be held facred as a rule of Faith ;

B while
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while others confider them liable to errors in judg-
ment ard miftakes, like other good men, whenever
they ge beyond the commiffion given them by Chrift,
which was to bear witnefls to the miracles which
they had feen performed by him, and to teach the
doctrines which they had received immediately from

his mouth.

But leaving thefe matters, I come to confider the
objections made by Infidels to the books of the Old
Teftament or Jewifh Bible, which, in one refpe®,
are connefted with Chrithanity, inafmuch as our
Saviour declares himfelf to be the true Mefhias, pre-
ditted by the Jewifh Prophets ; and this is all that
Chriftians are concerned to defend. But admitting
that there may be many and great errors in thefe
Books, and that many things are there afcribed to
the Deity which appcar unworthy of him ; fuch as
commanding the ﬂaughter of innocent babes ; the
pillaging the Egyptians, under pretence of borrowing,
‘&c. &c. ; is it not probable that many of thefe things,
which appear fo firange and unaccountable, havc

arofe
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arofe from corruptions, which have crept into the
Jewith Church, in the fame manner as corruptions
have taken place in the Chiiftian Church ? Be this
as it may, it belongs to the Jews, ‘not to Chriftians,

to defend their own Bible.

Will the adverfaries of Chriftianity pretend, that
the nation of the Jews had not fuch evidence, either
by tradition or otherwife, of the "genuine truths
of their hiftory, as to lead them, who certainly were
the beft judges, to revere the 'chara&er of Mofes ;
to believe the miracles which he wrought, and to
receive the Laws and Ordin:u;c.es announced by
him, as the Oracles of God ¢ Will th'cy pretend,
that the coming of the Mefliah, to be théir Deliver-
er, was not predicted by their propheis ; and that
the accomplifhment of this prediction was not ex-
pected by them ? Will they affert, that it is incred-
ible that mankind, blinded by.their paflions, not
, paving exercifed the natural powers given them by
God, by which, from the works of creation, they

might
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might have learned the knowledge of the true God,
and the;wor{hip they owed to him ; but inftead of
this, having become idolaters and wicked in the ex-
treme ? WIill they affert, I fay, that under thefe cir-
cumftances of the world, that it was incredible that
God, in order to reclaim them, by affording them
ftill greater means of knowing him, and the wor-
thip that was due to him, fhould, as an example to
other nations, {elect one nation, to whom he thould
reveal himfelf in an extraerdinary manner ; and that
they might not again become 1dolatrous, by mixing
with other nations, thould givé to them a code of
Laws and Ordinances, peculiar to themiclves, com-
manding them not to intermarry with other naticns,
but kecp themfelves a diftin¢t and feparate people,
that the knowledge of the one only true God might
be preferved, at leaft in one nation on the earth ?
Will they fay, that, as this inftituticn, not having
its natural effect, owing to the extreme corruption

of mankind, that it is incredible that God fhould

think fit, in his mercy to mankind, to afford them

greater
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greater and more glorious light, by a fpecial meffen-
ger, endowed with fupernaiural power, (as evidence
of his divine miﬂion),* to intruct them, in the moft
clear and explicit manner, in ihc’ knowledge of him-
fel'f, and of every moral duty required of them ; and
to declate to them his difpleafure at fin, and the ruin
_they would bring on themfelves by continuing in -
it? Wil they ﬁx}, that all thx;, is, 1n 1its nature, in-
credxble becaufe if God had thought fit to 1‘nterpofe,¥

in order to enlighten mankind in thefe truths, he
would, no doubt, have done it in fuch a ‘manner
‘as to force convi&ion on their minds ? But I would
afk, would this be analogous to his general conduct
toWards mankind ? Wou]d this lcave any room for
the excrcife of the natuxal powcrs, mhlch he appears

to have dcﬁancd ?

Thele appear to me, to be the queftions they
fhould anfwer, Ncither the truth nor the falfhcod
of the Chriitian Religion are matters of demon-
ftration. The arguments for and againft it being
weighed, cach one will make up his opinfon.

Upon
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Upon a review of the whole, we may, my friend,
folace ourfelves with the reflection, that notwith-
ftanding the ridicule a: falfe reafoning with which

~ our Réligion has been attacked, no imprcﬁion, has
" been made oni the cffential articles of our belief,
 which, in my opinion, will ftand the teft of the moft
rigourous, phllo{bphxcal examination : And that
- Tom Paine’s attack, as impotent as lmpudent in-
 fread of | mjurmg its caufe, will havea happy tenden-
<y to lead Chriftians to refle& on the grounds of
their belief, fo :} that they may be able to an-

fwer the falfe reafoning of their adverfarics.
B8y 2 83
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