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NecEssARY and IMPORTANT

CONSIDERATIONS, .
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DIRECTED

To ALL Sorts of PEOPLE,

Taken out of the

W RITINGS

OF

That iate Worthy and Renowned Judge
St MATTHEW HALE.

Wherein 1s difcovered,
His own Experience of the Inward and Invip: “uidance
O F
The SPIRIT or G O D.
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R:géuow/}’all Fe had in ewerlafiing Remembrance. Plal. exii. 6.
i' wit Man is be that frareth the Lord ? him jogll Lo tcach in the Way
that ke jiaii chute 3 Plal. xxv. 21.
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Mir. Baxter's Charafler of Yudge HALE, i the
Account of bss Life.

("IR Matheow Flale, that unwearied Student, that prudent Man, that
\J folid Philofopher, that famous Lawyer, that Pillar and Bafis of
Juftice (who would not have done an unjuft A& fer any worldly Price
or Mot've) that godly, ferious, pra@ical Chriftian ; the Lover of Good-
nefs and al-good Men ; that great Contemner of the Riches, Fame and
\{anity of the Weorld ; who, while he fled from the Honour that purfaed
bim, was yet made Lord Chief Juftice of the King's Bench. after beine
long Lord Chief Baron of the Exchequer ; living and dying with the
moit univerfal Love, Horour and Praife, that ever did any Englith
Subjedl 1 this Age, or any that jut Riftory doth acquaint us with,

In his younger Days he was eninent for the Gravity of his Deport-
meut, and remarkable Probity of Mind; but yetloved Gaity of Drefy
and much vain Company; which he did not break oft till a fad Accident
drove him from it, Bcing, with fome other young Students, invited to
be merry outof Town, ane of the Company calied for fo much Wine,
2.1t notwithRarding ail thae Mr. Hale could do to prevent it, he went on
In ius Excels, till he fell down dead; and all that were prefent were
greatiy terrified.  T'his Acciden: pretctlarly affe@ed Mr. Hale; wiho
withidrew into another Room, and fhutang tne Deoor, fell on his E uees,
ind prayed earnelily to Gied, both for his I'riend, that he might return
to Life, and himi{elt be pardoned for countenancing fuch Excefs, vowing
he would never heep Company in that Manner, nor drink a Health,
while he iived © His Friend recovered, and he religioufly obferved his
Vow tiil uis Deaib.
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Some neceflary and important CoNsIDERATIONS,
taken out of the Grear Audit : with fome Account

of the Good Steward.

As touching my Confcisnce.

Have been very diligent to keep my Confcience clean,

I to encourage it in the Vicegerency that thou (the
great Lord of the World) haft given it over my Soul

and Actions. I have kept it in the Throne and greateff
Reverence and Authority in my Heart. .

In Actionsto be dene or omitted, I have alwaye advi-
fed wizh 1t, and taken its Advice; I have neither ftifled,
nor forced, nor bribed it, but gave it free Liberty to
advile and {peak out, and a free Subjection of my Will,
Purpofes and Actions to it |

It thro’ Impertunity of Temptaticns, (e, T have at
anv Time done amif:, 1 have not taken her up ﬂxor.r.,. or
topped her Mouth, or my eva Attention to her (;hxd}ng
or Rvpmof-, but I have, with much Submifiion of M.md.
born e ChaRfemens, and fmoeey’d dtto an Humbling
Conrycl boore Thee for ey vadines; for Tookd upon
1 as alting by thy Authonay, tor thy Service, and to
Gy talory s and T odurit ot dilcourage, diicountenance,
or daifobey hir. N

When fhe was pleafed, and gave me good Words, [
was glad, tfor [ cfteemied ber as 3} (:.i}als_ t}‘.‘a: I'(‘i.?l';*'.j;fm:':d to
my Soul the Favour or Difplealure of Ged himiclt, and
hovi he flood affeited towards .

[ have more trembled under the Tear of a feared er
difiouraged Conicience, riun qr*.df_r tae Fear of a fharpor
fcrupulous Confcience, becanic T aiways weeonnted the

farzer, tho’ more trovbiziom, vor mere il ‘
[ have
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I have been very jealous cither of wounding, or grieving
or difcouraging, or deadning my Confcience; I have
therefore chofen rather to forbear that which feemed but
indifferent, left there fhould be fome-what in it that might
be unlawiul, and would rather gratity my Confcience
with beirg too {crupulous, than difpleafe, difquiet or flat
1t, by being too veaturous: I have ftill cholen rather to
forbear what might be probably lawful, than to do that
which might be peflibly unlawtul, becaulfe I could not err
in the tormer, I might in the latter.

[ have been caretul to advife impartially with my Con-
icience betore my Adtions ; but lett I had committed any
‘T hing amifs, either 1n the Nature or the Manner of the
Action, I commonly every Night, brought my Actions
of the Day paft, betore tne Judicatory of my Conicience,
and left her to a {ree and impaitial cenfure of them ; and
what the fentenced Ae!/ doney 1, with Humility, returned
the Piatle thereot to thy Name : What {he {entenced dore
aifs, 1 aid hunibly fue unto Thee for Pardon, and for
(:race to prevent ine from the like Mitcarriages. '
Means I kept my Conicience aftive, renewed, and pre-
ferved my Peace with Thee, and learned Vigilance and
Cauation for the L unc to come.
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Toucwing thy Creatures.

IHave not enly look’d upon thy Bieflings and Bounty,

in lending me thy own Creatures for my Ufe, but I
have jought unto Thee tor a Bleffing upon them, in my
Ule of them. 1 did very well oblerve, that there is by
v S:aa Curfe upon the very Creatures that I receive,
unlets ‘hy Eleffing ferch it out; an Emptinefs in them,
vnlids thy Goodnels fiil them.  Tho’ thou {houldeft give
me Quuls and DManna from Heaven, yet without thy
Blefling upen them, they would become Rottenneis and
Putrisadton to me, and therefore I ever begg’d thy Blef-
fing upon ti:y Blellings, as wellas the Blefiings dxcml‘clves‘,
and
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and attributed the Good I found, or was to expellin
them, to the fame Hand that gave taem.

I received and ufed thy Creatures as committed to me
under a Truft, and as a Steward and Accompraat for thein;
and therefore I was always caretui to ufe them according
to thofe Limits, and in order icr :hoiz Ends, for which
thou did{t commit them to me; :ff. Vich Temperance
and Moderation ; Idid not uie thy Creatures to Luxury
and Excefs, to make Provifion for my Luits, with Vain-
glory or Gitentation, but for the convenient Support of
me Exigencies of my Nature and Condition; and 1f at
any Time thy Gooduefs did induige me an Uiz of them
for Celight, as well as Neceflity, 1did it but rarely and
watchfully : Ilooked not upon the Wine when it gave its
Colour in the Cup, nor gave mylelf’ over eicher to Kxcefs
o Curiofity in Meats or Drinks; 1 check’d myfelt therein,
as being in thy Prefence, and itill rememored 1 had thy
Creatures under an Account ; and was ever careful to
avold Fxcefs or Intemperance, becaule every exceffive
Cup and Meal was in Danger to leave fomewhat in Sup-
per and Arvear to my Lord. 2dly. With Mercy and
Compaflion to the Creatures themielves, which thou haft
put under my Power and Dilpofal. When 1 confidered
the admirable Powers of Liie and Senfe which i faw 1n
the Birds and Beafts; and that all the Men 1in the World
eild not give the like Being to any Thing, nor reftore
that Life and Senfe which 1s once waken trom them:
When I coniidered how innocently and harmiedly the fowis
and Fifh, the Sheep anid Oxen take their Food, that thou
the Lord or All, hatt g'ven them; [ have ben ape w
think, that furel,; thou ddidit inend a more 1Rocent Kind
of Food to Man, than fuch s muft be taken with v
Deriment w thote living Pets of thy Creaton: And oo
the” thy wonderi Geodre hath o muci induiged M-
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