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ARTICLE IV. 

ADVANTAGES OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH POLITY. 

"in Historical Discourse, delivered at tlte celebration of the 
Second Centennial Ann'iversary of the First Baptist 
Church in Providence. By 'tV ILLIAl\I HAGUE. Provi­
dence: B. Cranston & Co. 

A. Discourse, delivered at the One Hundredth Anniversary 
of the organization of the Baldwin Place Baptist 
Church. By BARON STOW, Pastor. Boston: Gould, 
I{endall & Lincoln. 

A Pure Christianity tlte lVorld's Only [lope. By R. 
W. CUSHMAN, Pastor of Bowdoin Square Church, 
Boston. Ne\v York: Lewis Colby. 

11 Discourse, delivered at tIle dedication of tlte new 
Church Edifice of tlte Baptist Churclt and Society in 
Warren, R. 1, May 8, 1845. By JOSIAH P. TUSTIN, 
Pastor. Providence: H. II. Brown. 

A, Discourse, delivered at tlte One Hundredth Anniversary 
of the organization of tlte First Baptist Church in 
North Stonington, Ct. By ALBERT G. PALuIER. Boston: 
Gould, Kendall & Lincoln. 

The Position and Peculiarities of the Baptists, defined 
and illustrated. By SEWALL S. CUTTING. Boston: I 

Gould, Kendall & Lincoln. 
A Discourse, embracing tlte Ifistory of tlte Baptist 

Claircl" of Christ in Homer, N. Y., for ahout thirty 
years front its co l1t1n en cement. By Rev. ALFRED BEN .. , 

NETT. Utica: Bennett, Backus l\J Hawley. 

WE have placed this list of recent publications on the 
general subject of Church Polity at the head of this arti­
cle, partly for the purpose of sho\ving that the subject is 
receiving a 'large share of the attention of ohserving and 
reflecting minds among us at the present tinle. In the 
term, Church-Polity, we include all that relates to the 
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existence, the functions, and the organization of a Chris­
tian Church, according to the Scriptures, together with 
the principles by which the relations and intercourse of 
churches should be regulated. 

The kingdom of Christ ,ve understand to include all 
\vho obey Christ-all the truly good, wherever found. A 
church is an ideal representative or model of that kingdo111. 
The first principle in the theory of a church of Christ is, 
that it be made of "lively stones, built up a spiritual 
house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, 
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ." None but the spirit­
ually regenerated should be admitted. A church is a union 
of saints in holy covenant to maintain the ,vorship, doc­
trines, ordinances, and discipline, of the Ne,v rrcstament. 
A covenant is from its nature voluntary; yet a church is 
by no means a mere voluntary society, in the ordinary 
modern acceptation of that term. As the desire to join a 
church is voluntary on the part of every candidate, so 
his reception or rejection is voluntary on the part of the 
church. As there can be no church in the scriptural 
sense, without a voluntary covenant, so it necessarily 
follows that the menlbers of each church must judge and 
decide on the admission of members. 

When a church is formed in accordance with these 
principles, it has the right to elect its ministry, send forth 
missionaries, preserve Christian discipline, expel offenders 

_ from its fellowship; in short, to perfornl all acts which 
properly belong to any ecclesiastical pO\\Ter or body 011 

earth. It is independent of all earthly control, being ac­
countable, collectively and individually, directly to Christ, 
the only Head of the church. 

These principles are very simple, yet if universally 
adopted, ,vould produce the greatest social and political 
revolution ,vhich the '\Torld has ever ,vitnessed. The 
separation of civil from ecclesiastical affairs, ,vould, in 
many countries, entirely change the form of government, 
and the aspects of society. 'rhe explosion of the mis­
chievous theories of ecclesiastical catholicism, and of all 
the absurdities which have grown out of attempts to 
establish territorial churches, either universal, national, 
provincial, or diocesan, ,vould effectually uproot Inuny of 
the hoary errors ,vith ,vhich priestcraft has enslaved the 
,vorld. The abolition of ranks and orders of ntinistry, 
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and, above all, the overthro\v of that climax of folly and 
,vickedness, the doctrine of apostolic grace brought down 
through physical conductors, distilled from hands the 
most polluted, on heads the lnost empty, ,vhich snr­
nlounted hearts the most depraved, "Fould constitute an 
illustrious era in the moral and spiritual history of our 
race. A spiritual, ,vould be established for a worldly 
organization. A Church Polity dra \vn from the scrip­
hues, would take the place of an arrangenlent of hum<,tn 
invention. 

This is. not the place to exhibit the proof that the 
Baptist Church Polity is purely scriptural. In common 
,vith all Baptists ,ve believe it to be so; if it is not, ,ve 
would gladly unite with any honest, judicious effort, to 
conform it more exactly to the scriptural model. If it is 
scriptural in all its esselltial principles, it is of universal 
obligation. No additional argutnent, derived from the 
decisions of councils, the opinions of the Fathers, or 
church usages venerable by antiquity, \ can increase or 
dinlinish its authority. If the principles of our church 
order are from God, they are tllerefore the best that can 
be devised. \Ve are bound to be governed by them, not 
simply because ,ve perceive their superior utility com­
pared ,vith others, but because they are divinely re­
vealed. 

Nevertheless ,ve are ,viIling to su bIn it them to the test 
of experience, to be judged by their fruits. If it can 
be shown that these princip1es frOlTI their natnre cannot, 
and in actual practice do not, ,york 'veIl, in the hands of 
,vise and good men, our confidence in their scriptural 
origin lnust be shaken. The opinions of Inen on all sub­
jects are influenced by comparison as ,veIl as by investi­
gation and induction; and ,ve wish to sho,v that our 
Church Polity, taught as ,ve believe in the scriptures, 
does also in practice, conlmend itself to enlightened judg­
ment. 

It is no disparagement to these princjples, that they 
have been perverted by ignorant or ,vicked men. The 
best forms of civil government have suffered the same 
reproach. Liberty has attractions for the bad as ,vell as 
the good, for the reckless lovers of change, as ,veIl as for 
the ,vise and thoughtful. 'V hen Roger 'Villialns pro­
claimed freedom to the human conscience, he attracted to 
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his standard those ,\rho ardently desired spiritual freedom, 
and those ,vho hated all restraint. When David fied 
from the persecutions of Saul, some noble spirits rallied 
under his banner, fully resolved to share his fortunes or 
his fate. But another and a very different class came 
also. " Everyone that was in distress, and everyone 
that ,vas in debt, and everyone that was discontented, 
gathered themselves unto him, and he became a captain 
over them." Yet this fact did not prove that the princi­
ples on ,vhich he acted were erroneous, nor shut from him 
the tokens of the divine favor. 

Nor should it be forgotten that from the period when 
Christianity became a state religion, those who have 
held these principles have been unceasingly persecuted. 
They have been compelled, by unjust la\vs, to support 
religions institutions \vhich they did not approve, in ad­
dition to their own. They have suffered the spoiling of 
their goods, fines, scourging, imprisonment, and death, in 
perhaps every country of nonlinal Christendom. In some 
of them they are still subject to the same evils. Their 
healthy increase has been obstructed by violence and 
contumely, their intelligence has been crushed, and fanat­
icism, \vhich is always found alnong the persecuted, 
has been driven into their ranks. , 

We appeal, therefore, from partial and unfair induc­
tions drawn from history written by our foes. By inl­
partial history, if it can be found, \ve are willing that the 
fruits of our system should be tested. If its workings 
are to be compared \vith those of other systems of church 
polity, justice requires that the comparison be restricted 
to countries and times in which they have stood on equal 
ground. But \vhere can such be found? No\vhere, unless 
in the United States, nor here but for a fe\v years past. 
And for these fe\v years their progress and their influence 
have been gloriolls, although they have, even here, been 
ernbarrassed and restrained by governments, and society, 
and institutions of learning, Dloulded by the influence of 
other systems. 

The advantages of these principles may be sho,vn, both 
from their nature, and their fruits. rI'he first great pur­
pose of religion-its doctrines, ordinances, church order, 
and governtnent-is to convert, to enlighten, to sanctify, 
and to save men,-individual nlen. It is proper, there-
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fore, that these principles should be tested, and their 
practical value ascertained, by their influence on the 
characters and prospects of individuals, by their general 
influence on society at large, and by their efficiency 
in promoting the kingdom of Christ and the salvation of 
the world. 

I. The hUlnan race is divided into two classes-be­
lievers and unbelievers, regenerate and unregenerate, 
children of God and children of the \vicked one, the heirs 
of heaven or of hell. The mission of Christianity is to 
translate sinners from the kingdom of darkness into the 
kingdom of God's dear Son. Any system of church polity 
is valuable so far as it is in harmony ,vith this grand 
design, or as it is adapted to illustrate the doctrines and 
duties of religion, and to impress them on individual minds. 
There is a divine harmony established behveen the doc­
trines, the ordinances, and the social polity of the Chris­
tian religion, \vhich is all important to its success. That 
this unity of moral influence is preserved in churches 
constituted according to the principles before advocated, 
may be shown, 

1. Because this system, and this only, of all the forms 
of church government in existence, draws the line practi­
cally and distinctly, bet\veen converted and unconverted 
men. In other ecclesiastical comnlunities, children are 
understood to be born into the 'church when they are born 
into the \vorId, or to be initiated in infancy, by virtue of 
their parents' faith. 'rhe distinction behveen believers 
and unbelievers is thus confounded. 'fhese principles, 
on the contrary, practically recognize the great trnth, that 
all alike are born in sin, and all need alike, repentance, 
faith, and the renewing of the Holy Spirit, before they can 
sustain any relation to the church of Christ. They illus­
tra.te to all beholders the solen1n truth that, except they 
are born of \vater and of the Spirit, they cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God; of which every church is all. 
emblem. This church polity, frOlTI its very nature, pro­
claims to the ,vorld, "he that believeth and, is baptized 
shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be. damned." 
"llepent and be baptized everyone of you, for the remission 
of sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." 
Can this be said of any other systenl? Is it not obvious 
that every systenl which declares churches to be territo-
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rial, which claims ecclesiastical catholicism, or includes the 
children of believers, while yet unconverted, practically 
confounds these solemn truths? Common sense, as ,vell 
as scripture, teaches that the church, the "household of 
God," is for sanctified persons, in distinction from the 
unbelieving world. But how often do \ve hear of persons 
,vho \vere "born in the church" of England or of Rome, 
yet giving no evidence of being" born again." Every Pre­
dobaptist system confuses the distinction between the con­
verted and the unconverted, by assuring both classes that 
they are in the church. Thus its moral influence over 
the latter class is lost. One system says, "believe and 
be baptized," the other, "believe, because you have been 
baptized "-one says, "turn from your sins to God that 
you nlay enter the church," rhe other, "turn, because 
you are in the church." Our principles, therefore, are in 
harmony \vith the teachings of scripture, by keeping be­
fore every unconverted person his true condition. The 
superiority of these principles is also sho\vn, 

2. In promoting a proper feeling of personal responsi­
bility. Every church is formed of converts, all of whonl 
have voluntarily taken the first steps in religion. Mem­
bers are all volunteers, acting on their personal accounta­
bility to God, by the very terms of their profession. Could 
a church be coextensive with a nation, or a state, the 
feeling of responsibility would be lost in the mass. The 
individual \vould consider the church as responsible for 
him, rather than he for the church. And especially 
when his 111etnbership \vas not his voluntary act, but the 
act of his parents, or the accident of his birth, the ordinary 
incentives to individuality of feeling and action are re­
moved. lVloreover, this individual responsibility and the 
,vide distribution of influence and po,ver essential to 
these principles, strongly tend, 

3. To promote religious knowledge among all the mem­
bers. These principles admit, yea, they court and encour­
age, the freest theological inquiries and research. Baptists 
never have recognized any standard of truth and duty but 
the Bible,-the Bible in the hands of all the Christian peo­
ple. Their cardinal principle is,-believe and practice all 
that is taught in the Bible-reject all else. Some churches 
have no \vritten articles; those that have, make them very 
brief, comprehending only the elementary principles of 
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revealed truth, and use them only as a convenient "ray 
of setting forth their belief for general information. In 
the admission of church members, in choosing and conse­
crating the ministry, in constituting and organizing church­
es, they go to the scriptures alone for direction~ that all 
may judge whether they do in truth keep the ordinances 
as they ,vere delivered. 

The ministry go directly to the scriptures, untramnlelled 
by human creeds, with full liberty to preach all the truth 
which they find there revealed. It is by this freedom 
of the010gical inquiry that the Bible sheds a brighter and 
clearer light on every succeeding age. Encouraged by 
these principles, the giant intellect of Ful1er scattered 
the hosts of error, and built on many a disputed field the 
i.rnpregnable fortresses of truth; the glo,vil1g spirit of Hall 
threw beauty and dignity before unkl1o\vn, around the 
productions of the pulpit; the incomparable Carey led 
off the Christian \vorId to ne\v conquests of truth and 
love among the heathen. 

To the freedom of individual conscience and the church 
independence which are peculiar to these principles, the 
world is deeply indebted for the advancement of theologi­
cal -knowledge. The objection that this freedom from 
human creeds is the parent of heresies, and leads to infi­
delity, is founded in error. 'rhose spring from the de­
pravityof the human heart, and must be overcome by 
the Spirit of God, working in the free spirits of his chosen 
servants. 'Vhat but this freedom has enabled the Ne\v 
England mind to a \vaken the religious energies of the 
world, and to bring about a new era in theological re­
search? * The men \vho have done most to unfold the 

* The excellent John Robinson of Leyden, in his farewell address to the 
first Puritan company which sailed for New England, said, " 1 charge you before 
God and the blessed angels, to follow me no farther than you ha\'e seen me follow 
Christ; if God shall re\'eal any thing to you hy any other instrument of his, be 
as ready to receive it as you were to receive any truth by my ministry; for I am 
verily persuaded that he hath more truth yet to break forth out of his holy 
word." Baptists, therefore, who have rejected one or two of the practir.es 
which those honored Puritans brought II out of such thick anti-Christian dark­
ness," from which, Mr. Robinson said shortly after in the same address, they 
had "just emerged," may well plead this permission, yet retaining all the prin­
ciple. of the system, may lay equal claim to its peculiar honors. All that is 
liberal in the system of Congregationalism-all that encourages and fosters 
independence of thought or action, is embraced in the Baptist system, which 
rejects only what is destructive of true Congregationalism, as opening the door 
to disorder, heresy, and corruption. 



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

1846.] Advantages of tlte Baptist Church Polity. 71 

deep things of God, have been circumscribed within no 
narrower bounds than the God of truth himself has set. 

4. It is proper to notice the effects of these principles of 
church order on the piety of individual Christians. As a 
church below is an ideal model of the church above, 
striving to exhibit the synlmetry of the heavenly pattern, 
to mirror on this unsightly world that perfection of 
beauty, in holiness, truth, and loye, ,vhich adorns the 
glorified conlpany of heaven, its great object is to train up 
its menlbers to be ,: meet for the inheritance of the saints 
in light." The piety of the ne\v convert is in its infancy, 
and must attain the stature and vigor of manhood by 
nourishment and exercise. It is not nourishment alone, 
"rhich is required for the gro\vth of healthful piety, but 
constant, suitable, vigorous exercise, also. The young 
disciple needs the sincere nlilk of the ,vord,-the nlore 
advanced in the divine life, strong Ineati-:-1Jut both need 
also that constant trial and exercise of love, faith, 
patience, brotherly kindness, and manly virtue, \\rithout 
which no one can attain ,; to the nleasure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ." 

That systenl of church polity which makes the interests 
of the church and of the Redeemer's kingdonl the com­
mon concern of all, is best adapted to increase the piety 
of all. Every thing which is done in, or by the church, 
as a collective body, thus beC0111es a most salutary exer­
cise of the religious affections. Does a young convert 
ask to be adlnitted to the fellowship of the church? He 
comes before the asselnbled body to relate his spiritualexer­
cises. In the warmth of his early love he exclainls, " Come 
and hear, all ye that fear God, and I ,vill declare ,vhat he 
hath done for lny soul." If he is a genuine convert, 
each rnenlber of the church hears again the recital of his 
own spiritual historr. No\v he is melted to tears as he 
listens to a narrative which so forcibly recalls the darkness 
and despair of his own soul ,dlCn the hand of God was 
heavy upon him~ and his 1110isture ,vas " turned into the 
drought of sunl111er ;" then he is filled \vith joy as he 
hears how, at the foot of the cross, the humbled sinner 
acknowledged his transgressions unto the Lord, ,vho for­
gave the iniquity of his sin. And \vhen the candidate 
has retired, that the church may, in the name of its Mas­
ter, express or withhold its fellowship, ,vhat an occasion 
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for the exercise of Christian tenderness on the one hand, 
joined ,vith unwavering fidelity to Christ and his cause 
on the other. Has a brother or a sister been overtaken in 
a fault? Oh ,vhat an appeal is no,v made-not to the 
ministry alone-not to an ecclesiastical court, but to his 
own brethren, ,vhose faces are familiar to him, ,vho have 
known his manner of life :-" Ye whicl" are spiritual re­
store such an one in the spirit of rneeklless, considering 
thyself, lest thou also be tempted." Or if the sad 
conviction is forced upon them that he should be put 
away, as unworthy a name and a place ill Christ.'s house­
hold, painful as the duty is, it may be n1ade and often 
proves to be, a most salutary exercise of Christian faith­
fulness. Are contributions needed for the poor, or funds 
for the promotion of the kingdonl of Christ? The appeal 
comes to all the individual members according to their 
ability, and in the same proportion the responsibility is 
divided. In short, the character of the church before the 
,vorld, and in the sight of God, depends on the character 
and conduct of each individual member. If a pastor is to 
be chosen, it is a subject for careful, conscientious inquiry, 
reflection and prayer, with every member of the body. 
They can look to no Bishop nor Conference to appoint him, 
but to the Head of the church alone. In every effort to 
increase the piety, the zeal, or the knowledge of the 
church, it is the common cause of all; and by calling 
into exercise, tends to invigorate the piety of aI1. 

5. The value of these principles may be further seen in 
their tendency to nlaintain salutary Christian discipline. 
The first object of discipline is to maintain an effective 
moral and spiritual influence over all the members of the 
church,-to invest all the doctrines and ordinances of 
Christ's honse ,vith such dignity and moral power as of­
fenders cannot trifle ,vi th, and as all ,vill respect. 

In order to possess this moral power over an offender, it 
lnllst be the expression of the nloral feeling of the com­
nlunity in ,vhich he resides. If a member should be 
censured or expelled from a church ,vhen the church did 
not believe him to be guilty, or that the fault did not 
justify the punishment, the act ,vould have no good in­
fluence on him, nor on others. All corrective discipline 
is effective no farther than it is sustained by the sentiment 
of the church. When thus sustained, it possesses ,vonder-
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ful po\ver. Hence, as the final resort with an obstinate 
offender, the Lord Jesus directed, " Tell it to the church.': 
If this failed, no further means were to be used. To the 
same terrible po\ver the apostle alludes, (2 Cor. 2: 6, 7,) 
when he says, "Sl~tJicient to such a lnan, [one who had 
been excluded for the crime of incest, but had repented] 
is this punishment \vhich \vas inflicted of MANY [the \vhole 
church,] so that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive 
him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such an one should be 
swallowed lip \vith ovennuch sorro\v." This was a PUll­
ishrnent from \vhich not even an apostle could absolve. 
He could advise and" beseech" its removal, \vhich could 
be effected only by the tribunal that inflicted it. 

But suppose the po\ver of dealing \vith offenders to 
be taken fronl the church as a body, and given to the 
ministry, to a con1mittee, a session, or a spiritual court; 
it is plain that a sentence inflicted by any such body 
\vonid be powerless, if not sustained by the moral feeling 
of the church. vVe boldly afiinn, that there neither is, 
nor can be, any thorough, salutary, corrective discipline, 
except \vhere it is exercised substantially, in accordance 
'w'ith these principles. * 

From these considerations respecting the influence of 
these principles in the formation of individual character, 
it is manifest that their tendency is to train up the most 
useful, active, and efficient Christians. They are individ­
ualized, they are made to feel their personal obligations, 
they find kno\vledge necessary, their piety is invigorated 

if Although "comparisons are odious," when instituted for no good purpose, 
yet we trust we shall be pardoned for illustrating this point by an actual and well 
known case of discipline which occurred in the Presbyterian Church. A mem­
ber of a particular church was arraigned by the" session," (a body of twelve 
men, to whom all matters of discipline in the church are committed, and who 
have, according to Presbyterian rules, the sole power of admission and exclu­
sion) and was by the session excluded; he appealed to the" Presbytery," by' 
whom the sentence of exclusion 'Y:lS confirmed; he appealed agalO to the 
" Synod," by whom it was again confirmed; he then made a final appeal to the 
"highest judicatory," from whose decision there can be no appeal-the It Gene­
ral Assembly," and they reversed :111 the previous decisions, and restored him to 
his standing in the church! In this case, it is said that the final decision was 
just what the dlUrch to which the accused belonged would have made at first, 
had they been allowed to act. But the result must have made the relations 
of the church and the session very unpleasant, and if the final decision had been 
contrary to the views of the church also, the thrusting back by the General As­
sembly of' an excluded member into their felJowship must have been destructive 
of their peace. In fact, the Christian fc))owship of the church would have been 
destroyed while such a state of things lasted. 

VOL. XI.-NO. XLI. 7 



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

74 Advantages of the Baptist Church Polity. [l\lay, 

by exercise, and they are thus prepared, as individuals, 
to be really and permanently useful. But as the efficiency 
of these principles in the general spread of the gospel is 
to be the thir~ general topic of remark, \ve proceed to 
sho\v, 

II. The salutary influence of these principles of church 
polity on the public mind, and on the general interests of 
society. As" godliness is profitable to all things, having 
the promise of the life that no\v is, and of that which is 
to come," so that form of church polity, and the discipline 
\vhich is according to godliness, is 11108t favorable to all 
the interests of humanity. 

These principles are, in their nature, the soul of civil 
and religious liberty. Wherever either is understood and 
enjoyed, in any part of the \vorld, it may be historically 
traced to their influence. Political rulers have long 
known that the religious principles and practices of a 
people \vill sooner or later control their political relations. 
Hence tyrants have unifoflnly made use of the religion of 
the people, as the surest Incans of controlling them. It 
,vas not love of religion, but of ,vorldly power, ,vhich led 
to its union with the state. No despot's throne is so firm 
as his \vho has laid its foundations deep in the religious 
or the superstitious feelings of his subjects. Pagan rulers 
first discovered this trnth, and have practised upon it to 
the present day. The Hebrew Common\vealth had a 
religious origin. From a patriarchal family, bound to­
gether by peculiar religious ties, custolns, and divine pro­
nlises, it grew up to be a nation. While it cannot prove 
the divine sanction of the union of church and state, it 
illustrates the inevitably evil tendencies of the system, 
and ,vas finally overthrown and destroyed for its corrup­
tions. The sovereigns of Christian nations, regardless 
alike of the plain teachings of the Ne,v Testament, the 
,varnings of the Old, and the spiritual interests of the 
people, have also usurped the control of religion as a 
means of power and aggrandizenleut. It \vas a shre,vd 
and sound rnaxim of the English monarch, "No bishop, no 
king." Everyone kno,vs that the British governnlent, 
,vith its aristocracy and pauperism, its unequal, oppressive 
la\vs, its profligacy and grinding taxation, its archbishops 
and bishops bloating ,vith luxury, iis starving curates, and 
ignorant, neglected peasantry, could not long exist~ in its 
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present form, \vithout the support of the church estab­
lishluent. 

Assnnling, then, that men have by nature equall'ights, 
that they ha ve capacities for improvement and self-govern­
ment, that a government of la"ws euacted and sllstained 
by intelligent freemen in the fair and judicious use of the 
elective franchise, is best adapted to prolllOte the interests 
of mankind, let us see in what manner these principles of 
church polity are adapted to prmnote, and have promoted, 
civil and religious liberty, and respect for human rights. 

In a church formed and governed according to these 
principles, the sacredness .of personal rights is nlOSt. clearly 
illustrated. The true idea of personal equality is, in such 
a church, practically exhibited. It is seen to be, Dot a 
mere abstract equality which can be realized only by the 
destruction of the social order which natnre has estab­
lished, but one \vhich well consists with disparity in age, 
in \visdom, in influence, in office, and \vith the respect, 
the deference, and the subordination thence required. A 
church being a purely executive body, every Inember 
kno,vs that he is at the SUlTIe time the subject, as well as 
the executor of its laws. It is not only his lnost solemn 
duty to Christ, but his dearest personal interest, to have 
its laws so executed that the rights of every nlernber 
shall be as scrupulously respected as he \vonld desire 
his own to be. Such a church is the living enlblem of the 
best governed state, or nation, or the \vorId of human 
beings; if they ,vere prepared to enter into it. The object 
of all government is secnred ,vhen the rjghts of all are 
fully guarded, -and it is only in a church governed by these 
principles that the mode of attainjng that end is clearly 
exemplified. 

These principles, in ac.tion, foster the love of civil 
liberty. Religious forms, practices, and sanctions, are 
the first public exhibitions of governlnent which are pre­
sented to the observation of the young. 'I'hey see church 
government in operation long before they becOlne capable 
of understanding the principles, or of ohserving the forms 
and operations of civil government. If they become ac­
customed to thraldom in the fonner, they will readily 
submit to it in the latter. But if they early inlbibe the 
principles of soul freedom, they ,\rill never be the tools of 
tyrants. Or, if they from early childhood, become ac-
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custOlned to reverence and obey an order of men as 
having special, exclusive claim to sacerdotal power and 
honor, they are prepared to submit to the clailns of kings 
and tyrants, as to a superior order of beings, born to rule. 
But let them be accustomed to see a church, in the enjoy­
rnent of the noblest intellectual and spiritual freedom, all 
governed and governing by the Ia ws of Christ, and they 
become the unchanging foes of oppression. 

This single consideration is sufficient to explain the 
cause why Baptists have been so uniformly dreaded, 
hated, and persecuted by all tyrannical governments, and 
all corrupt religious establishments.* Their history is not 
blended ,vith that of dynasties and political revolutions, 
and embalmed in the archives of nations. It is ,vritten 
,vith the blood of mart}rrs on the imperishable scroll of 
Heaven's remembrance. Not only through the dark ages 
,vas the blood of Cambrian, Albigensian, and 'Vaiden sian 
confessors poured out in Europe, but even to this land of 
religious freedom the sword-of persecution follo,ved these 
principles, till at last, so far as they relate to the rights 
and dnties of civil government, they have been adopted 
by a mighty nation. 

The influence of these principles is also po,verful and 
salutary to promote correct views of civil liberty, and to 
restrain its excesses. The end of all government is best 
attained ,vhen each individual, family, and community 
governs itself. Whatever, therefore, promotes self-govern­
Inent, does most to secure the trne objects of civil govern­
ment. A church governed according to t~ese principles, 
is the best school that can be imagined to teach self­
governlnen t. 

One of the most powerful safeguards of religion, of 

'* Rev. A. Maclay in a letter to the Christian \Vatchman, Nov. 20, 1840, gives 
the following facts relative to the state of morals and religion in the city of 
Hamburgh, where Lutheranism is the established religion. 

" There are probably not less than one or two hundred public houses opened 
for dancing on every Sabbath afternoon and evcming. The theatres are also 
opened and frequented by aU classes for purposes of carousal, and an kinds of 
immorality. There are five thousand prostitutes who are publicly licensed by 
the police. and who pay into the treasury a dollar per month for this license. A 
member of the Senate is always at the head of the police, this office being held 
by them in rotation. The clergy are paid out of the public treasury. Under the 
administration of one of the senators, the rule was adopted to refuse a license to 
anyone to be a prostitute till she had received confirmation in the church,-the 
usual ceremony for admitting members." It is not strange that such a. church 
stirs up ruch a government to persecute Baptists! 
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liberty, and of civil. government, is the inviolate sanctity 
of private judgment and individual conscience. l\fen will 
think wrong, and act ,vrong, in all nlatters, chril and 
religious, under ,vhatever form of government or church 
polity they nlay live. Still, the human reason and con­
science are God's arbiters and interpreters in this ,vorld, 
and the more free and extensive their enlightened action, 
the better for all the interests of society. Violence done 
to the human conscience, is treason against God and man. 
These principles lead the individual conscience directly 
to the ,vord of God; commanding it there, and there 
only, to bo\v in implicit .obedience. The creed and dis­
cipline of the church impose no restraints but such as are 
needful to guard its Inembers from making shipwreck of 
faith and of a good conscience. No human creed, in un­
inspired language, corroded ,vith the rnst of ages, is forced 
upon him, at the peril of being charged ,vith forsaking 
the religion of his fathers, and of losing his standing in 
society. He is allowed to come, as his fathers did, to the 
fountain-head of truth, there to bow himself and drink 
freely from that life-giving, exhaustless spring. 

'Vhen he has thus learned, as a member of the church, 
ho\v to respect the rights and the feelings of others, ,vhile 
he labors to instruct them in the truth, he is prepared to 
discharge, in the best manner, his duties as a citizen. 
Liberty, he has learned, is liberty to act right-to subject 
unla\vful passion and unjust desire to reason and con­
science, and these to the authority of God. 

It is a Inaxim of enlightened statesnlen that general 
intelligence alllong the people is essential to the per­
Inancncy of free civil institutions. A careful attention to 
the nature or to the history of these principles, \vill show 
that they are lllost efficacious in promoting general intel­
ligenc.e. 'rhis fornl of church government presents the 
strongest possible motive in behalf of general intelligence. 
Its existence depends upon it. The comfort and improve­
ment of every Inember demands it. If Baptists ,vere not 
the friends of all good learning, they ,vould despise their 
birthright, and contradict their choicest principles. 

In fnrtlier proof of the same truth, the appeal lTIay be 
. made to their history-to the schools, the colleges, and the 

theological sClninaries \vhich have been founded and 
nurtured by their individual enterprise. And this they 

VOL. XI.-NO. XLI. 7* 



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

78 Advantages of the Baptist Church Polity. [May, 

have done, it must be remembered, in the infancy of their 
churches in a land of freedom, \vhere they have but lately 
emerged from darkness and oppression. A comparison of 
the number of their higher schools of learning, ,vith those 
religious establishments which have been organized during 
many centuries, which have. been fostered and liberally 
endo,ved by governments, ,vould be unjust. )Vhat they 
have done, affords fair promise of ,vhat they will yet do, 
if the principles which they profess are left to ,vorle out 
their inherent energies. 

It is true that these principles have been nominally pro­
fessed by persons who glory in ignorance; for, like all 
good things, they maybe perverted and abused. Yet 
the history of Ea ptists sho,vs tha t they have been the 
Hberal friends and benefactors of learning. "'here can 
be found a nobler instance of generous love of learning, 
of Christian liberality, than in the founding and endo,ving 
of Brown University, by the early Baptists of Rhode 
Island 1- Is not Har\"ard College-the oldest in America 
-indebted to the generosity and liberality of a Baptist for 
the greatest of its early benefactions? * If Baptists are 
not doing as much now, in proportion to their numbers, 
in the cause of liberal education, it is because their 
numbers have increased faster than it ,vas possible to 
increase the means of education; and also because a 
multitude, attracted by the beauty and freedom of our 
church polity, have rushed to assume the name of Bap­
tists, but neither understanding nor appreciating their 
principles, have only disgraced them. 

A high state of public morals has been observed in 
those places where these principles of church order have 
prevailed. So far as this is true, of which all must judge 
for themselves, it may be accounted for by the natural 
,vorkings of the system. Every church 11lember not only 
becomes a philanthropist in spirit, by the te1'n1S of his 
profession, but is taught in the church those habits of 

if It mily be added that the first two Presidents of Harvard College, viz., the 
Hev. Henry DUllster and the Rev. Charles Chauncey were Baptists. They both, 
it appears, accepted the office from the purest motives, were laborious and be­
nevolent, and made great sacrifices in behalf' of the college, President Quincy 
says ofthern in Ilis history of the college, that" for learning, talents, and fidelity, 
they have been surpassed by no one of their successors; they exceeded every 
one of them in sufferings, sacrifices, and privations; and their fatc has been little 
known 1 and of consequence has had little sympathy." 
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thought and action which best prepare him to promote 
morality and human improvement in all its branches. 
The mighty power of the various benevolent voluntary 
societies, has astonished everyone. But ,vho does not 
see that they are all the natural fruits and offshoots of 
the voluntary system in religion? :If 

The English are indebted for the freedom of their con­
stitution to the influence of these principles. 'Vhen by 
oppression and persecution they were transplanted to the 
,vilds of America, the foundations of civil commOlnvealths 
,vere laid on the basis of constitutional freedom. The 
civil constitution of the pilgrims, which ,vas the counter­
part of their church polity, contained the elements of re­
pUblican liberty. They practically recognized the prin­
ciple that all political power originates \vith the people, 
a principle which must, wherever received, overthro"r all 
tyrannical government, and this they derived from their 
church polity. 

Yet the Puritans, even ,vhen they fled from persecution 
to this country for conscience' sake, understood not fully 
the principles of religious liberty. They in turn became 
persecutors, and Baptists ,vere among the victims. It 
remained for Baptists to bring the true doctrine of reli­
gious liberty before the \vorld, and by their \vritings, and 
their sufferings, to give success 'to its principles. \Vhile 
the great poet, Milton, ,vho 'vas a Baptist, ,vas enlploying 
the energies of his matchless genius in teaching the Puri­
tans of England the true principles of religious freedom, 
and by his powerful writings was scattering terror among 
the crowned heads of Europe, Roger \Villiams, his inti­
mate friend and" harbinger," t in this cause, \vas toiling 
and suffering for the same principles in the wilds of 

* Appeal may also be made on this point to the whole history of New En l1-

land Congregationalism; for the principles of their church polity arc substantialiy 
the same as those of Baptists. Where can civil institutions be found worthy to 
be compared with those of New England 7 Where are equal degrees of good 
order and general intelligence 1 What pp.ople have exceeded them in liberal 
devotion to the interests of learning 1 Where can be found such a public school 
system, for instance, as that of Massachusetts, where scarcely a native-born adult 
can be found who is not able to read and write 1 The Congregationalists }Javc 
had greatly the advantage of the Baptists, by having first obtained a leading 
influence in the colonies, wielding for a time the entire control of the govern­
ment, and having first established their colleges and schools. But it is easy to 
sec that so far as their principles of church polity h~ve contributed to this state 
of things', they are those wllich they hold in common with the Baptists. 

t See Bancroft's Hist. U. S. vol. I, p. 375; also Hague's HistoTlcal Discourse. 



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

80 Advantages of the Baptist C/Lurch Polity. [May, 

America. Almost at the same time, Bunyan, another 
Baptist, ,vas suffering in England in defence of the same 
principles, and during his confinement of hvclve years in 
Bedford jail, ,vrote that unrivalled ,vork, the Pilgrim's 
Progress. Baptists taught the true doctrine of religious 
liberty to the Puritans; and it is remarkal.le that the 
principles which they ,vere so much reviled and perse­
cuted for maintaining, have been incorporated into the 
political constitution and laws of this mighty nation.* 

Sa ys the Enclycopedia Americana, (Art. Religious Lib­
erty,) "This perfect religious liberty exists only in -the 
United States, and, so far as ,ve kno\v, has neve~ existed 
elsewhere. According to the constitution of the United 
States, (Art. vi.) 'no religious test shall ever be re­
quired as a qualification to any office or public trust 
under the United States.' 'Congress shall make no la \v 
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof.'" 

But the chief value of any systenl of church polity 
consists in its adaptedlless and efficiency for spreading 
the Gospel throughout the ,vorId, and bringing men to 
kno\vand to embrace the only \vay of eternal life and 
salvation through Jesus Christ. It remains therefore to 
sho\v, 

III. The practical superiority of this church polity in 
promoting the universal triumph of Christianity. 

The Christian religion ,vas designed for· the entire 

11 The following anecdote was communicated to the Christian \Vatchman 
several years ago, by the Rev. Dr. Fishback, of Lexington, Ky. : 

" Mr. Editor.-The following circumstance which occurred in the state of 
Virginia, relative to Mr. Jefferson, was detailed to me bv Elder Andrew Tribble, 
about six years ago, who since died when ninety-two or three years old. The 
facts may interest some of your readers. Andrew Tribble was the pastor of a 
small Baptist church, which held its monthly meetings at a short distance from 
Mr. Jefferson's house, eight or tcn years before the American rcvolution. Mr. 
Jefferson att~nde(l the meetings of the church for several months in succession, 
and after one of them, asked Elder Tribble to go home and dine with him, with 
which he complied. 

" Mr. Tribble asked Mr. Jefferson how he was pleased with their church 
government 1 Mr. Jefferson replied, that it had struck him with great force, 
and had interested him much; that he considered it the only form of pure de­
mocracy that then existed in the world, and had concluded that it would be the 
best plan of gOl,'ernmellt for the American colonies. This was several ),ears 
before the Declaration of Independence. To what extent this practical exhibi­
tion of religious liberty and equality, operated on Mr. Jefferson's mind, in 
forming his views and principles of religions and civil freedom, which were 
afterwards so ably exhibited, I will not say.' 
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human race, all of ,vhom need it, and it is in every respect 
adapted to the circumstances and ,vants of all. To the 
disciples of Christ the ,vork is committed of preaching 
the gospel to every creature. "\Vhat form of church 
polity is best adapted to fulfil this great commission 1 The 
true answer to this question ,vill furnish the best practical 
test by ,vhich the comparative merits of different forms 
D1ay be detennined. Fruit is the end to be attained in 
the planting of churches. For, as of individual Chris­
tians, so of churches, " Herein is my Father glorified that 
ye bear !\IUCH FRUIT; so shall ye be my disciples; "-' or 
my churches. 

That form of church polity ,vill be found to embody 
the greatest proportion of active elements for moral in­
fluence, in which these fonr things unite, viz: 1. Where 
a church is composed ,vholly of converts, who unite ,vith it 
as 'Volunteers. 2. Where the line is most dis:inctly drawn 
between the converted and the unconverted. 3. Where 
spreading the gospel is made the common ,vork of all, as 
the leading object in joining the church; and, 4. Where 
each church is permitted and encouraged, as a distinct 
independent body, to enlist the voluntary energies of all 
its nlembers, to advance the cause of Christ in its own 
way; or, in other ,vords, to be a pe1fect candlestick to 
shed forth the light of truth upon the world. All these 
conditions are violated by every theory of ecclesiastical 
catholicism, or of national, diocesan, or of geographical 
churches. The Predobaptist scheme, in every form, vir­
tually sets aside the principle of voluntary church mem­
bership, and abolishes the line of separation behveen the 
church and the ,vorld. The idea that the infant se"ed of 
believers sllstain some peculiar relation to the church, in 
virtue of the faith and membership of their parents, fore­
stalls voluntary discipleship, mingles up the sanctified and 
the unclean, and weakens the sense of personal obligation to 
spread the gospel. These conditions all unite in churches 
constituted and governed according to the principles here 
advocated, and in no other. 

Churches constituted on these principles give scope to 
the voluntary energies of the entire body of disciples. 
They show' to the ,vorld a sample of ,vhat they desire all 
men to become. Everyone may kno,v what they call the 
body of Christ. They have the opportunity to convince 
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the \vorId, by experiment, how much better and happier 
is a community of Christians than of sinners. 'Vith a 
polity and government imlneasurably superior to that 
which civil states ha ve ever been prepared to adopt, they 
may illustrate the superior felicity and moral elevation 
\vhich the human race \vould attain, if all \vere prepared, 
by the \vashing of regeneration and the rene\ving of the 
Holy Spirit, to govern themselves by the la\vs of Christ. 
Such a society of nlen, "not of the world," but "chosen 
out of the \vorId," still living in the world, yet above it­
a type of the heavenly state, is precisely what the un­
converted ,vorld needs, as a living illustration of the 
practical value of that religion \vhose mission on earth is 
to redeem, to sanctify, and to save men, and to refornl the 
,vorld. 

Nor are these energies, when concentrated in great 
public meetings, wasted in debates on questions of mere 
ell-urell- politics. If Baptist churches see fit to unite their 
efforts for the salvation of the world, they meet by their 
pastors and elders, or delegates, in a voluntary union, for 
that single purpose. They have no Ia\vs or canons to 
enact, amend, or repeal, because each church takes the 
laws of Christ alone, as understood by itself, for its 
governrnent. There ~re no preachers to be appointed or re­
moved, because each church chooses its own. There are 
no cases of alleged delinquency to try, because each 
church attends to all such matters for itself. An associa­
tion, convention or missionary union, having no control 
,vhatever over the doctrines, the feIlowship, or the pro­
ceedings of any church, has nothing but the want of piety 
or of good sense in its Inembers, to divert its entire energies 
from the great ,vork of evangelizing the world. What 
can be a more glorious sight than a large assemblage of 
the pastors of ,veIl-governed and devoted churches, met 
together \vith their elders and ,vise men, not to settle 
disputes among themselves, nor alnong their churches, 
but to confer on the great subject of preaching the gospel 
to all mankind, in obedience to the last command of 
Christ? 

The power of the ministry is greater for good, and less 
for evil, in churches governed by these principles. They 
put no linlit, nor offer any check to the influence of a good 
man. A minister of eminently holy life, sound doctrine, 
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of powerful intellect; subduing eloquence, ardent zeal, and 
great po\ver of labor, may extend his influence far and 
,vide. lVlere official eminence above other ministers could 
add nothing to his power of doing good; but on the con­
trary, might make him an object of envy, or of jealousy, 
or might expose him to be puffed up with pride. To be 
the successful and beloved pastor and preacher of one 
church, is as high an exaltation as is safe for any minis­
ter, and offers as much scope for usefulness as anyone 
needs. 'But should a minister prove too fond of power, 
of sho\v, or pleasure, or of \vorldly applause, or become 
heterodox,-if he should- become a bad man, openly or 
secretly, he has no official eminence to sustain him ,vhile 
he might spread the taint of heterodoxy, or immorality, 
over a ,vhole diocese. * Under a system of church 
government by which such a man cannot be deposed, nor 
tried, nor even presented for trial by the" clergy" and 
people of his charge, but only by the" House of Bishops," 
a crafty man would render it very difficult, if not impos­
sible, for his people to bring the necessary proof against 
hirn·t 

'* For examples of the continuance of notoriously intemperate and corrupt 
prelates in office long after their indecencies were publicly known, the recent 
cases of the deposed and suspended Bishops of the Episcopal dioceses of IJenn-
sylvania and New York are sadly in point. 

t Without designing to make any invidious comparisons, it may be proper to 
illustrate this point by reference to some other religious bodies. The" Pro­
testant Episcopal CJlUrcb " in tIlis country holds a General Triennial Convention, 
and in each state there is an annual "Diocesan Convention." In both cases 
there are three legislative bodies, and the concurrence of all is essential to any 
enactment, viz., the "House of Bishops," the "House of Clerical," and the 
" House of Lay Delegates." The two latter may deliberate and vote tocrether 
or separately, 3S they choose. At every meeting much time is spent in debating 
and voting on matters which any church of ordinary intelligence would regulate 
much better for itself. Questions as trifling as the dress of the clergy often 
occupy much time, while the work of evangelizing the world is scarcely men­
tioned. 

Recently. a Bishop (prelate) was accused of improper and indecent behaviour. 
A court of Bishops was summoned from all parts ot'the United States to try him, 
when there were ministers enough in his own city far uetter qualified in all 
respects, for the duty. After several weeks }le is found guilty and is sentenced 
to suspension from all the functions of his office for an indefinite period of time, 
and the court dissolves. The consequence is, that the diocese being without a 
Bishop: no " clergy 11 can be ordained, no persons can be " confirmed" or re­
ceived to the communion, no prayer books can be printed, because it is neces­
sary that they should receive the official sanction of the Bishop, and it is even 
maintained that the Bishop, while under sentence of suspension, cannot resign 
his office, that being an official act; and yet the court wbich suspended him is 
out of being, and cannot, if it would, remove the sentence ~ The Bishop, there­
fore, must remain perpetually suspended, and the diocese must suffer the con­
sequences till relieved by his death, or till a new canon is enacted to remove 
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Churches, conformed to these principles do not often 
become apostate and corrupt. It is true that unconverted 
persons may be admitted into churches, and to baptism, 
even \vhen the assembled body, \vith the help of the min­
istry, are the judges of application for admission. But 
it must be allowed that this plan affords the best safe­
guard against the intrusion of ilnproper persons. All 
experience and history shows that a departure from this 
'principle is sure to introduce corruption, and lead to 
general apos~acy. The corruption of the Romish hie­
rarchy is notorious. The English church establishment, 
though including many good men, holds a sad rivalry 
with her mother. The \vant of government patronage, 
and the influence of other religious bodies, prevents the 
Episcopal body in this country from going to the same 
extent. Even the Congregationalists of Ne\v England, 
with all their piety and orthodoxy, their virtue and intel­
ligence, could not retain their purity and soundness in 
departing from this principle. The practice of intro­
ducing infants to some relation to the church, eithet 
involving membership or making it a matter of course, 
on the faith of their parents, in connection \vith the 
"Half-\vay Covenant," \vas the principal cause, of the 
apostacy of nlany of their churches. Whereas, although 
Baptist churches have sonlCtimes beconle extinct, like the 
seven churches in Asia, yet an existing apostate one can 
hardly be found. 

But if these dangers exist \vhere the temptations to 
vanity and ambition are small, and \vhere the strictest 
nleasures to prevent the intrusion of improper persons 
are adopted, ,vhat must be the case \vhere no such safe­
guards are provided? *-where motives to atnbition and 
rivalry exist in the very structure of the body itself? 
-where even the ministry presents motives to ambition 

the difficulty, if indeed an ex post facto law is admissible in such cases! In the 
meantime parties are formed, feelings embittered, and a numerous and wealthy 
body of professed disciples of Christ are doing nothing to send abroad the blessed 
gospel, but much to bring it into reproach at home . 

.,. It was affirmeu without contradiction not long since, in a leading Episcopal 
print, that in the "diocese" of New York, neither law nor usage recognized 
any other church, than the pew holders of their respective places of worship. 
They choose their clergy, and they, with the clergy, elect the Bishop, and these 
bodies together enact aU the canons, perform al1 discipline, and decide questions 
relating to doctrine and practice! A church composed of believers does not 
exist, even in theory, nor a ministry chosen by believers! 
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and rivalry? * On the cOlltrary~ if the piety, the ortho­
doxy, the whole Christian experience and life of every 
candidate is freely and fully investigated in open church 
meeting, previous to baptisll1, the danger of improper ad­
nlissions is 11luch less. 

But if the tendencies to corruption ,vere equal, there is 
another consideration which should deter every friend of 
pure religion, or of hU111au improvenlent in any sense, from 
lending his influence to sustain extensive religious estab­
lishments calling themselves churches, or " the church; " 
and that is, their great po\ver for evil \vhen they become 
corru pt. vVho call compute the immense mischief-the 
blighting, deadening, damning influence of apostate Ronle ? 
Arrogating to her hierarchy of unscriptural orders, the 
title of "Catholic Apostoijc Church," and "only true 
church," her deeds show her to be the" 1\'lother of hartots 
and abolninations of the earth." Her emissaries of false­
hood are in every clinle, tainting and poisoning the morals 
and re1 igion of the people, and her resources for the pro­
pagation of iniquity SeeIll absolutely exhaustless. Her 
funds are the price of indulgences for conlnlitting sin! 
The reading of God's ,vord she prohibits-where she has 
power, she commits it to the flames, and gives the people 
masses, ,vritten ill an unknown tongue, in its stead! 
'Vherever she has po\ver, she enforces her iniquitous 
comrnands by the penalties of horrid tortures, by im­
prisolllllent, confiscation, and death! The ,vhole story of 
her abonlinations can never be told. 

'Vhat luischiefs would have been prevented, had that 
corrupt establishnlent long since been swept a'vay! or 
rather, had it never COl1le into being. And it could not, 
had the principles here advocated been faithfully adhered 
to. Or if un apostacy equally extensive had taken place 
anlong churches constituted according to these principles, 
it ,vould not have cursed the earth ,vith the continuance 
of a 1I1Onster of iniquity and cruelty unparalleled in the 
annals of barbarism. 

if The apostle declares, "He that desircth the office of a bishop desireth a 
good work." Now if the word "bishop" means prelate, it is right for every 
minister to desire to be a prelate, and to use means to be one. If it means, as 
some Episcopal writers say, "the second grade of the ministry," then tltat office 
is to be desired as a good work, and not that of a prelate. If it is right to have 
prelates, it is right for ministers to desire to be prelates; as did the ambitious 
disciples, in disputing who should be the greatest. 

VOL. XI.-NO. XLI. S 
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'!'he divine beauty of the principles here advocated, 
\vhich are as completely in harmony ,vith all the interests 
of man, taught by the lessons of history: as they have 
elsewhere been proved to be with the teachings of inspira­
tion, is seen in the fact, that, while they are most powerful 
for good, they are least potent for evil. They alone 
embody the true idea of a spiritual church j seeking none 
but spiritual nlCmbers, using nOlle but spiritual means, 
directed to no other than a spiritual end. ~hould spiritu­
ality die out of such a church, it becomes to all intents 
dead; and though the fumes of its decay may for a short 
till1e pollute the nloral atmosphere around, yet it cannot 
live again as a persecuting beast of prey. 

If it be objected that these principles do not afford suf­
ficient scope and encouragement to genius and extensive 
lea'ning; the reply is, that they offer but small encourage­
Inent to talents and pluposes like those of Hildebrand, 
Cresnr Borgia, Loyola, Richelieu, Wolsey, and Laud. 
Ellt the transcendent genius of l\iiltol1 and of Bunyan, 
the far-reaching faith and unconquerable soul of 'Villiams, 
the profound intellect of Fuller, the burning energy and 
iron diligence of Carey, the classic grace, the giant strength, 
and the resistless eloquence of lIall, ,vere quickened, and 
nurtured, and trained, by long and devoted comnlUllion 
,vith these principles. rrhey inspire genius only as allied 
to goodness. They encourage learning only that it Inay 
be cOJlsecrated to Christ. They foster 110t genius which 
burns but to COnSU111e, nor learning ,vhich only erects a 
rnonument to its own glory.* 

The Baptists of England first turned the attention of 
Christians in Europe and America to the work of evan-

* Dr. Chalmers pays the following noble trib\l~e to the Baptists of England:­
" Let it never be forgotten of the Particular Baptists of England, that they form 

the denomination of Fuller, and Carey, and RYJand, and HaJJ, and Foster; that. 
they have oriO'inated among the greatest of all missionary enterprises; that they 
have enriched the Christian literature of our country with authorship of the most 
exalted piety, as well as of the first talent and the first eloquence; that they 
have waged a very noble and successful war with the hydra of Antinomianism ; 
that perhaps there is not a more intellectual community of ministers in our 
islands, or who have put forth to their number a greater amount of mental power 
and mental activity in the defence and illustration of our common f.1ith; and 
what is better than all the triumphs of genius or understanding, who by their 
zell and fidelity and pastoral labor among the congregations which they have 
reared, have done more to swell the lists of genuine discipleship in the walks of 
private society-and thus both to uphold and to extend the living Christianity of 
our nation." 
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gelizing the benighted nlillions of the East. They C0I11-
menced it amid scorn, obloquy, and opposition. But they 
persevered till the Scriptures have been translated into 
fifty languages and dialects, till churches have been 
planted, prejudice subdued, the favor of governnlents 
secured, and man yother bodies of Christians have en­
tered into their labors. Theil' devotion and success find 
a parallel only in those of the apostles and the early 
churches. It is instructi\TC to contrast their poverty and 
fewness, \vith the numbers, the 'wealth, and abundant re­
sources of other religious bodies around them" in COfll­

parison ,vith their achievements. 
Not \vithout good rea80ns, therefore, do Baptists main­

tain that the principles of church polity which they love 
and cherish are favorable to the developl1wnt of the best 
order of individual character-to the highest culture ilnd 
n10st luxuriant gro\vth of the noblest graces of the Inind 
and of the heart; that they arc the n10st salutary and 
powerful to improve the civil and social condition of the 
human race, by fostering the love of liberty, restraining its 
excesses, and illustrating its real benefits by proilloting 
general intelligence and self-governn1ent; that they are 
efficient in spreading throughout the earth the know1edge 
of Him by 'whom life and in1mortality are brought to light, 
in that gospel the effects of ,vhich are profitable to all 
things, having the promise of the life that no,v is, and of 
that which is to come. These principles have no tendency 
to form a party, but, correctly applied, abolish all parties, 
and make every man \vho adopts them the equal, the 
friend, the helper of his fellow. Ours is no worldly 
establislunent. Onr principles find 110 interested or parti­
zan advocates. They challenge the credence of the 
,vorld, by their simplicity, their liberality, their purity, 
and their truth. 
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